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Passion Plays

[Note: This month we present in longer
space than usual in onr Quesiion Corner an
answer 1o a question of imporiance on &
problem that presents itself to many of owur
church officers.}

Question: Will you please advise me as to
whether a pastor of a Seventh-day Adventist
church should encourage the members of
his church to attend a theatrical perform.
ance or a motion-picture film on the life of
Christ as is now being shown in the famed
Black Hills Passion play?

Answer: The modern passion play is a
child of the medieval religious drama which
dates back to the Middle Ages. The use of
the drama in religious life came in as the
power and spirit of eatly Christianity waned
in the secularized medieval church. The
Christian message became formalized and
lost its power over the laity, so the clergy
found that their audiences were diminishing
and interest in religious things was every-
where declining. In order to reawaken the
people to their former zeal, the idea of
dramatizing the biblical story was intro-
duced and first attempted in connection
with the Christmas mass,

This was an innovation; and, zlthough
the first attempts were simple, the priests
soon developed considerable ability as act-
ors; and with the altar as a stage they drama-
tized the Christmas story each year with
remarkable success. Crowds flocked to the
churches, and there seemed to be a revival
of religion. But the crowds came only on
play days, so other dramatic masses were
produced on other holy days with the result
that mulritudes again were attending the
services of the churches.

But the capacity of the church edifices
was limited, and so to accommodate the
people the clergy directed the building of
staging in the churchyards with outdoor
seating, With this new “stage” as an altar
and the clergy as the actors, the religious
dramas were continued and greatly ex-
tended.

Soon churchyards became too small, and
the holy ground of the cemeteries was trod-
den upon by the crowds. So the dramatic
religious plays were moved from the church-
vards to the village greens. The priests came
to consider that acting on the greens was
outside their province, and so unordained
men were chosen as actors; and the plays
mote and more became secularized in sub-

ject matter as well as personnel. The original
strictly religious plays based on the Bible
stories were followed by miracle plays,
which in turn were followed by morality
plays with farcical interludes interspersed.
Finally the whole movement became so fully
secularized that it entirely lost its religious
objective and developed into the modern
drama of which Shakespeare became its
greatest exponent.

The church, however, suffered great loss
as a result of its attempt to dramatize re-
ligion, The people came to see the “show.”
They were entertained, but neither uplifted
nog converted. Scon the movement that had
brought great crowds to the churches be-
came the secularized drama and a great
rival and enemy of religion. Instead of
helping to revive interest in the true gospel
of Jesus Christ, it led the church back to
the wotld. The drama flourished and re-
ligion died.

The parzllelish between the rise of
dramatized religious plays in the medieval
church and the rise of dramatic pageantty
and such theatrical performances as the
Passion play in the church today is at once
apparent, The popular clergy like the medi-
eval clergy, have felt the waning enthusi-
asm of their Jukewarm church members to-
ward the services of the church. They have,
therefore, resorted to the drama to attract
the ctowds, They are gratified to see their
pews filled and even many tumed away. But
where will such a course lead? Will it be

true today, as in medieval times, that when

Contents

The GAZETTE is arranged differently
this month in order to give grester promi-
nence to the Mid-Century Evangelistic pro-
gram being sponsored by the Home Mis-
sionary Department. This month's contents
are as follows:

Page
Editorfal . . . . . 2
Home Missionaty Dept. - . . 3
Missionary Volunteer Department 11
Missionary Volunteer Week . 25
Department of Education . . 41
Church Officers’ Round Table . 44
Prayer Meeting Helps . . 45
Qur PYoreign Missions . . 46
Let’s Adventure for Christ . 48

March, 1950

holy things are made common and cast in
the mold of the popular theater that their
sacred character will be lost? Is there not
danger that the church will sacrifice her
greatest privilege and birthright—the min-
istration to the souls of men In preparing
them for heaven—and receive only a mess
of pottage in return?

Although a play may depict a religious
story or be drawn from biblical history, it
is nevertheless a theatrieal performance. It
often plays up sin and its glamor much more
than righteousness. Some vyears ago a film
entitted The Ten Commandments was
shown with great success, It was based on
the Bible story, I am told, of the experiences
of the children of Israel at Mount Sinzi, It
showed in disgusting detail the sin and
shame of Israel as they took part in heathen
dances and wicked frivolity around the
golden calf. Surely such 2 film is not
religious. It is a glorification of sin.

When 2 man attempts to perform the
part of the divine Christ in a play and ap-
pears in gaudy mekeup, acting out his part
as would a modern movie star, it seems
sacrﬁ@gious and entirely out of place, As we
contemplate the meek 2nd lowly One, who
came to earth to reveal God's love for man

{Please turn to page 10}
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First National Field Adventure—Sabbath—March 4

Introduction

‘This Sabbath, March 4, has been dedi-
cated to Home Evangelistn throughout
North Ametica and some overseas divisions.
More than two million homes will be
entered by gospel teams. Those churches

ministers and church officers. —Testéimo-
#ies, Vol. 9, p. 117.

Although it is true that the Gospel must
be proclaimed in evety nation of the world
before the end can come, we must not lose
sight of the fact that in God’s plan North

which do not conduct their servicés ™ in™“"America has become a great mission field

English are uniting in this crusade to reach
all our neighbors. Surely God desires the
participation of all His people.

The following program will feature two
phases: the challenge of reaching the for-
eign-speaking peoples in North America,
and the presentation of plans for launching

_one of the greatest home-visitation crusades
“of the time,

Elder Halswick writes: “Literature is the
best and easiest channel of communication
with foreigners, giving them an intelligent
understanding of the truth. In each church
there should be a foreign mission band, the
members of which will make inquiries in
regard to the foreigners in the neighbor-
hood where they are, and will plan ways
ta circulate literature among them.”

Read carefully the instructions for organ-
izing the church for “Field Adventuring”
under Notes to Leaders.

The Signal for Advance
By Louis HALSWICK

The blessed hope of the church of God
has always been the second coming of
Christ, But the realization of this hope de-
pends upon the completion of the tremen-
dous, world-wide task involved in the

. commission of Christ to carry the Gospel

to every nation, kindred, tangue, and people.
To impress upon His hearers the greatness
of the task devolving upon the remnant
church, the Saviour utteted the following
words: “This gospel of the kingdom shall
be preached in all the world for a withess
unto all nations; and then shall the end
come.” Matthew 24:14.

God has commitred to Seventh-day Ad-
ventists the great task of carrying to “every
nation, and tongue and people” the glad
tidings of a soon-coming Saviour and the
solemn message that “the hour of His
judgment is come.” ‘This work can never
be accomplished by the ministry alone. The
remnant church as a whole must arise and
finish the work,

“The work of God in this earth can never
be finished until the men and women com-
prising our church membership rally to the
work, and unite their efforts with those of

of many languages. Millions of men and
women from every land under the sun have
been brought to our shores so that they
might come in contact with the third angel’s
message and dedicate cheir lives to making
this message known among the people of
theit own tongue.

Many of the thousands of foreign birth
in North America already brought into
the blessed truth were led to accept the
advent message through the faithful labor
of our lay members. Some of our best
interests, later calling for ministerial help
and eventually resulting in the raising up
of strong churches, were started by our lay
brethren,

The serious times in which we live call
for greater evangelistic activities in all our
churches. During the last few years there
has been an awakening among the lay mem-
bers in response to the call to go forth

and declare the message of truth in a larger
wiy than ever before. There is talent in
every church to carry on this work. The call
now is to go forward in faith and deep
consecration to God. The fields are white for
harvest everywhere,

“Neither great talents nor high position
is required. But there is urgent need of men
and women who are acquainted with Jesus,
and familiar with the story of His life and
death.”—Life Sketches, p. 274.

There are, of course, various methods of
approach for our members who desire to
wotk for those of foreign tongues. “Let
some help the people to learn how to give
Bible readings and to conduct cottage meet-
ings. Let others bear the burden of teaching
the people . . . how to give treatments to
the sick. Siill others may labor in the
interests of our periodical and book work.”
~—-Testimonies, Vol. 9, p. 83.

“"Not all can fill the same place, but for
all there is a place and a work.”-—Id., Vol.
8, p- 16

One of the best ways to win men and
women of other tongues is through the use
of literature. We remember one sister in
New York City who took an armful of

‘Thrills in store for every gospel team that goes adventuring for Christ.

e
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foreign papers down to the docks and
distributed them ameong the sailors and
other men working thete. One of these men
showed an interest in the literature, Several
months afterward he introduced himself o
this sister at one of our colporteur institutes.
He had been baptized and was taking up
colporteur work.

“The leaders in God’s cause, as wise
generals, are to lay plans for advance moves
all along the line. In their planning they
are to give special study to the work that
can be done by the laity for their friends
and neighbors. The work of God in this
earth can never be finished until the men
and women comptising our church member-
ship rally to the work, and unite their
efforts with those of ministers and church
officers. . .

“It is training, education, that is needed.
Those who labor in visiting chirches should
give the brethren and sisters instruction in
practical methods of doing missionary
work."—Id.,, Vol. 9, pp. 116, 117.

The wnrk among the foreign-speaking
people in this country is not always easy.
As a rule the foreigner clings firmly to his
religious belief, and it is difficult to get
him to change. Nevertheless God has in a
wondetful way blessed this good work, so
that for the last few years nearly one thou-
sand converts a year from the different
language groups in America have been
baptized into our churches.

They Seek the Book of Heaven

Before the coming of the Lewis and
Clark expedition with the Shoshone maiden
Sacagawea as guide, the Nez Percés Indians
did not have any idea of the worship of the
true God. The ideas conveyed to the Indians
by Lewis and Clark, who had no knowledge
of the Indian languages and only the assist-
ance of the unschooled Sacagawea as in-
terpreter, must have been very crude to
the Indian mind; but they did seem to
gain a faint idea of a greater God than
their paganism had known and of the value
of the white man’s “Book of heaven”
Doubtless the strange news of the God
who created all things and of the Book
of heaven was the leading topic around the
campfites during the next twenty-five years.

It was decided to send a delegation of
four men to St. Louis to seck the Book.
The names of these men were: Tip-ya-lah-
na-jeh-nin  (Speaking Eagle), Ka-cu-pu
(Man of the Morning), Hi-youts-tohan
{Rabbit-Skin Leggins), and ‘Ta-wis-sis-sim-
nim (No Horns nn His Head). Oaly two
lived to return to tell their people the
results of their journey. Kate McBeth, writ.
ing many years latet from the land of the
Nez Percés, revealed that those two yaung
men, when they had buried the fathers who
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Missionary Program for
Sabbath, March 4

OPENING HYMN: “Christ for the World,”
No. 452 in Church Hymnal,

RESPONSIVE READING: “The Three Angels
Messages” p. 380.

PRAYER.

ANNOUNCEMENTS,

INTRODUCTION.

READING: "The Signal for Advance,” by
Louis Halswick.

READING: “They Seck the Book of Heaven,”
by Orno Follett.

SPECIAL Music OR HyYMN: “In Christ
There Is No East or West,” No. 436.

READING: “Testimonies Concerning the
Work Among the Jews,” from the writ-
ings of Ellen G. White.,

READING: “Our Spanish Neighbors™ by
E. ]J. Lorntz.

READING: “"Who Is My Neighbor?” by
W, A. Butler.

PRESENTATION OF
PLANS.

HyMN: “Whosoever Heareth,” No. 571.

BENEDICTION.

ORGANIZATIONAL

had led them thete (to St. Louis), felt, no
doubt, their mission to be a sad failute.
In their parting address in the American
Fur Company’s tooms in St. Louis, one of
them said:

“I came to you over a trail of many moons
from the setting of the sun. I came with one
eye partdy open for more light for my
people who dwell in darkness. I made my
way to you with stroag arms, through many
enemies and strange lands, that I might
carry back much to them. I go back with
both arms broken and empty. The two
fathers who came with us—the braves of
many winters and wars—we leave here
asleep by your great waters and wigwams.
My people sent me to get the Book from
heaven from the white men. You make my
feet heavy with burdens of gifts, bur the
Book is not among them. When I tell my
poot, blind people, after one more snow,
that I did not get the Book, no word will
be spoken. One by one they will atise and
go out into silence. My people will die in
darkness, No Book from the white man to
make the road plain.”

The story was learned in St Louis by
William Walker, a half-breed of the Wyan-
dot tribe of northern Ohio. Walker “was
a man of education and ability, and Jater
became the fitst provisional governor of
Kansas.” He was on his way west secking
a reservation beyond the Mississippi for
his tribe. While he was in St. Louis, he
visired General William Clark, member of
the Lewis and Clark expedition to the
Pacific Northwest in 1804-1806, and later
the first Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
He had his headquarters in the frontier
town of St. Louis when the Indian delega-
tion secking the Book of heaven attived.
Clark told the story o Walker, and Walker

Match, 1950

wrote to a ftiend in New York who, in
turn, gave it to the religious press. And so
the Nez Percés’ Macedonian plea went to
the churches, There was an immediate
response, resulting in the establishment of
the first Protestant Indian missions in the
tetritory now known as Idaho, Washington,
and Oregon. And God was preparing a
young man to become the great apostle to
the Nez Percés. That young man was Henry
Spalding. .

Today another Macedonian cty is atising
from Indian tribes all over America. It is
a plea for the last message to a lost world.
Are we ready to respond?

—ORNO FOLLETT.

Testimonies Concerning the
Work Among the Jews

“When this gospel shall be presented in -
its fulness to the Jews, many will accept
Christ as the Messiah. Among Christian
ministers there ate only 2 few who feel
called upon to labor for the Jewish people:
but to those who have been often passed by,
as well as to all athers, the message of
metcy and hope in Christ is to come.

“In the closing proclamation of the
gospel, when special work is to be done
for classes of people hitherto neglected, -
God expects His messengers to take par-
ticular interest in the Jewish people whom
they find in all parts of the earth, As the
Old Testament Scriptures are blended with
the New in an explanation of Jehovah's
eternal putpose, this will be to many of the
Jews as the dawn of a new creation, the
resurrection of the soul. As they see the
Christ of the gospel dispensation portrayed
in the pages of the Old Tesmment Scrip-
tures, and petceive how clearly the New
Testament explains the Old, their slumber-
ing faculties will be aroused and they will
tecognize Christ as the Saviour of the
wotld. . . . To them will be fulfilled the
word, ‘As many as received Him to them
gave He power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on His name.
(John 1:12.)

“"Among the Jews are some who, like
Saul of Tarsus, are mighty in the Scriptures,
and these will proclaim with wonderful
powet the immutability of the law of God.
The God of Israel will bring this to pass in
our day. His atm is not shortened that it
cannot save, As His servants labor in faich
for those who have long been neglected and
despised, His salvation will be revealed.”
—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 381.

“The time has come when the Jews are
to be given light. The Lord wants us to
encourage and sustain men who shall fabor
in right lines far this people; for there
are t© be a multitude convinced of the
truth, who will take their position for God.
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The time is coming when there will be as
many converted in a day as there were on
the day of Pentecost, after the disciples had
received the Holy Spirit.

“The Jews ate 1" be a power to labor
for the Jews; and we are to see the salvarion
of God"—Review and Herald, June 29,
1905.

“There is to be true, sincere missionary
work done for the Jews. A little is being
done, but it is a5 nothing compared with
what might be done. There is a decided
failute w take hold of this work as we
ought. Let the people of the Lord meditate
and pray over this maver.”—FEllen G, White
Letter 42, 1912,

“We are plainly taught that we should
not despise the Jews; for among them the
Lord has mighty men, who will proclaim
the twuth with power. . . .

“The wotk Christ came to do in our
world was not to create separating bartiers
and constantly thrust upon the people the
fact thar they were wrong. . . . Nor does
Paul proclaim to the Jews a Messiah whose
work is to destroy the old dispensation,
but a Messiah who came to develop the
Jewish eccopomy in accordance with the
truth.”"—Ellen G. White MS. 87, 1907.

“We must get away from our smallness,
and make larger plans. There must be a
wider reaching forth to work for those
who are nigh, and those who are afar off.
Let there be special efforts made for the
enlightenment of the Jews, Every soul con-
verted causes joy in the heavenly courts.”
—Fllen G. White MS. 87, 1907.

“There will be many converted from
among the Jews, and these converts will
aid in preparing the way of the Lord, and
making straight in the desert a highway
for our God. Converted Jews are to have
an important part to act in the great prepa-
rations to be made in the future to receive
Christ, our Prince, A nation shall be born
in a day. How? By men whom God has
appointed being converted to the twruth.
There will be seen ‘first the blade, then the
ear, and then the full corn in the ear” The
predictions of prophecy will be fulfilled.
The day of the Lord will come suddenly,
unexpectedly."—Ellen G. White MS. 75,
1905.

Cur Spanish Neighbors

The large and consrantly increasing
Spanish population in our country offers a
real challenge to every child of God whao
is interested in the saving of lost souls.
On the shores of California, throughour the
great Southwest, in the southernmost tip
of sunny Florida, in New York City, and
elsewhere around the country are several
million Spanish-speaking neighbots of outs
who have never heard the good news of the
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soon-coming Saviour. In certain localitics
the majority of the population are Spanish;
many of them do not speak any English,
In the state of New Mexico the state legis-
lature is bilingual, both Spanish and English
being used.

Most of our Spanish-speaking neighbors
have come to us from Mexico, although in
certain places like Colorado and New
Mexico there are large communities where
the people claim to be direct descendants
from the Spanish conquistadors who came
to our shores in the sixteenth century, They
have to some extent preserved the guaint
old Spanish language spoken at that time,

It is claimed that thousands of Spanish-
speaking people from the West Indies are
streaming into New York every month.
These people must hear the gospel. We are
glad to say thar our three churches there
are growing fast, and we have now about
five hundred members in that great me-
wopolis,

The advent message has now been pro-
claimed among the Spanish of the United
States for several years, and out Spanish
membership is fast approaching three thou-
sand, In many localities beautiful and
representative church buildings, which are a
real credit to our work, have been erected.

In New Mexico is located our Spanish-
American Seminary which, with its con-
secrated faculty and up-to-date buildings,
offers a junior college course in both Span-
ish and English to our Spanish young men
and women. Its doors are open t0 anyone
from Latin America who desites to prepare
for entrance t a senior college and for
American young people who plan to enter
mission work in Spanish-speaking countries.
There is no better. place in the United
States where training in 2 real Spanish
armosphere can be obtained.

Yet there are many untouched fields with-
in our borders where we have no Spanish
work and where thousands are dying with-
out hope and salvation. How long must
they wait for the last warning message to
be given them? Surely the work will not
be finished before all have had an oppor-
tunity to hear the Saviour’s call to get ready
for His coming,

Do we dare neglect these open doots of
a real mission field in the midst of our
own country? We need not cross the ocean
1o find that needy field. It is here.

May God help us to dedicate our lives
to this cause, and may many of our foreign-
speaking neighbors be found among the
host of the redeemed when Jesus comes.

—E. J. LORNTZ.

¥ * *

Let's go to every neighbor’s home
And take the message while we can;

In gospel teams from door to door |
Promote the “Field-Adventuting” plan.

Who Is My Neighbor?

Anyone to whom we can be a blessing
is our neighbor. A foreigner is one who
owes his allegiance to a country other than
the one in which he resides. As soon as he
becomes a cirizen of his newly adopted
country, he is no longer a foreigner, though
he may speak the language of his newly
adopted country very impetfectly. In our
missionary work we erratcally think of
foreigners as those who prefer, for various
reasons, to use their native mother tongue.

Our publishing house at Brookfield, Illi-
nois, prints some form of missionary litera-
ture—books, tracts, and periodicals—for
most of the languages used in America.
'These writings are meeting a great need.
The church missionary secrctary is glad to
procure any of the publications available
from the Brookfield house. Every church
member should be on the alert to supply
any “foreigner” in the neighborhood sys-
tematically with literature,

In New Bedford, Massachusetts, where
there is a large Portuguese population, we
have both a Pormguese church and an
English church, The members of the Eng-
lish-speaking church put on a strong tract
distribution program. The people at one
home where literature was left did not care
for the papers, but a Pormuguese neighbor
begged them week by week. Understanding
scarcely more than the texts, she found the
Sabbath truth and the third angel’s message.
When our Portuguese Bible worker called
on her, the lady told how she discovered the
truth. She was happily surprised to learn
there was a Portuguese Seventh-day Advent-
ist church in the city. This seems like a
devious manner of finding the truth, but
it demonstrates again how God looks out for
His literature when we do our part.

The foreign-speaking people abou: you
are your neighbors. In the providence of
God they live near you. Call upon them
with a kind word, get acquainted, ascertain
their language, pass to them literature in
their tongue, pray with them in their homes;
and if you can speak their tongue, pray
in their language. Follow up this personal
interest with Bible studies, and soon they
will inquire where the Seventh-day Advent
ist church is.

The foreign-speaking person (as any
other neighbor) is most appreciative of
personal attentions and help during illness,
distress, or poverty, Their hearts are readily
reached; and while administering to their
needs or giving succor, we can lead theix
hearts and minds to God, the Great Bene-
factor. In almost every neighborhood there
are foreign-speaking peoples If you have
none, how about the grocer, milkman,
laundryman, of others thar may call at your
home? It is our business to {ind out who
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they are, where they came from, and in a
Christlike, coutteous way show a personal
interest in them, so we may discover what
steps to take to reach them.

Every American, except the Indian, has
come from foreign stock. Many citizens
who have formed the backbone of America's
progress could speak no English when they
first came over, but somebody befriended
them, helped them to feel at home and to
adopt this country as their own, We must
do the same for others, but we must do
more: it is our privilege and duty to help
prepare them for a better country—to help
them become citizens of heaven,

Isajah says our church should be open w
these neighbots and that they should be
invited to worship with us and seek the
same God and blessings that we enjoy.
Pray God for wisdom to know how to
reach those that speak a strange tongue.
Read and meditate carefully upon the fol-
lowing quotation:

“Even unto them will 1 give in Mine
house and within My walls a place and a
name better than of sons and of daughters:
I will give them an everlasting name, that
shall not be cut off. Also the sons of the
sttanger, that join themselves to the Lord,
to serve Him, and to love the name of the
Lord, to be His servants, everyone that
keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it,
and taketh hold of My covenant; even them
will I bring to My holy mountaif, and make
them joyful in My house of prayer: their
burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be
accepted upon Mine altar; for Mine house
shall be called an house of prayer for all
people.” Isaiah 56:5-7. '

—WmM., A. BUTLER.

Notes to Officers

Organization for Visitation

Following the Missionary setvice om -

March 4, an instruction period that after-
noon should be conducted with emphasis
upon learning a suggestive canvass (pre-
pared by each conference for distribution
to each gospel team) and upon carefully
studying the answers to common objections.
An enacted demonstration of actually gain-
ing entrance to the home should supplement
this instruction.

Gospel Teams

Afrer this instruction, together with an
actual demonstration, the lay workets are
grouped in gospel teams of two, an in-
experienced member with an experienced
one so far as possible. The experienced
ones may be designated as those who have
either distributed literature systematically,
engaged in Ingathering from door to door,
or who have given Bible studies in recent
months, The insttuction period will close
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with an earpest prayer, claiming God’s
promise that angels will prepare the way
and secking His leading as we visit our
neighbors with hearts filled with love for
their salvation, The admonition of Jesus
Christ, who sent out the seventy two by
two, is heeded in arranging the lay workers
of today for service in this “Every Home
Visitation” program. These gospel ccams
are to obtain entrance to the home so as
to become acquainted as neighbors and to
direct informally the conversation toward
Bible truth.
Materials

As these gospel teams go out to visit
homes and make friendly contacts, they
should be supplied with these three items:
the special tract “Keep Looking Up”; the
conference correspondence school enroll-
ment card or folder; and a new Voice of
Prophecy log. They should also be sup-
plied a card designating the territory to be
worked and providing a place to record the
names of those interested ones they have
found. Thus armed, together with their
Bibles, they go forth to bring instruction,
uplift, and cheer, With a praver in their
hearts as they approach the first home,
they march forward confidently, knowing
that God will give them words to speak.
(Isaiah 30:4.)
The Home Visit

After a brief get-acguainted period in-
side the home, they direct the conversation
to the seriousness of world conditions and
the certainty of the establishment of a
heavenly home of peace. Then they come
pleasantly to the purpose of their visit:
the presentation of the special tract and the
offering of the Bible correspondence course
opportunity. In closing they tactfully sug-
gest that it is their custom when making
Christian calls to offer a prayer before
leaving. Even in the home of the religiously
indifferent, when prayer is offered asking
God’s blessings upon the family the entire
atmosphere often changes. Friendly intetest
and inquiries develop.

The Experience Meeting

Arrange for the recountal of experiences
following the petiod of field adventuring,
This will inspire every team to press en-
thusiastically on, “Those who have united
with the Lotd in the covenant of service
are under bonds to unite with Him in the
great, gtand work of scul-saving ILet
church members, during the week, act their
part faichfully, and on the Sabbath relate
their experience, The meeting will then be
as meat in due season, bringing to all
present new life and fresh vigor."—Tes-
monies, Vol. 7, p. 19. “From week to week
let them bring their reports to the mission-
ary meeting, telling what they have ex-
perienced, and through the grace of Christ
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what success has been theirs."—Id., Vol. 8,
p. 436.
The Follow-Up

In every church plans should be formu-
lated to follow up tfe interested people
found. The plan will depend upon the
type and the degree of interest discovered.
Bible studies may be in order. A neighbor-
hood Bible class for the showing of doctrinal
films may be formed. A children’s story
hour or a branch Sabbath school may be
organized. Invitations to attend a church
effort may be extended, or the Dorcas
Society may trender help to the needy.

The Three Steps of Gospel
Teams

“You know this 15 the first time I have
tried it this way. We are supposed to get
into the home and visit and then pray.
I feel shaky about it.”

“Remember what they told us in the
instruction meeting? There are twenty-one
recorded personal interviews of Jesus in
the New Testament, and then you remember
Jesus sent His followers out by twos just
as we are going. (Luke 10:1.) We are
doing what He wants us to do; and He js
with us, so we are bound to have some
good experiences, even though it Is new
to us.”

“But why can't we just give out literarure
at the door?”

“Have you forgotten the statement from
the Spirit of prophecy which tells us the
best way to do missionary work now? ‘The
burden now is to convince souls of che
truth. This can best be done by personal
efforts, by bringing the truth into their
houses, praying with them, and opening
to them the Scriptures.—Mrs. E. G, White,
Review and Herald, Dec. 8, 1885, 1 feel
more confident doing it that way.”

So the two sisters talked as they walked
to their territory on Sabbath afternoon.
As they went up to their first door, they
prayed God to give them just the right
words to speak, After briefly introducing
themselves as Christian friends calling on
theit neighbors, they were invited in,

Seon they learned of the sickness and
ttagedy that had come to the home. The
mother broke down as she told of her
daughter who had recently been killed in
an automobile accident. This gave oppor-
tunity for one of the gospe! team to read
to her the precious promises of God's Word.
‘Then they helped her treat her two other
daughters who were sick—one a four-vear.
old girl, suffering from a kidney ailment,
and the other an eighteen-year-old daughter,
who for eight years had been bedfast.
Earnest prayer was offered for this grief-
stricken mother and for her two sick
daughters,
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At another home on the same street they
were told of the plight of this family just
visited, Then they presented the work of the
Dorcas Society and told how it would aid
the mothet in her housework and in giving
treatments. This neighbor lady was so im-
pressed that she volunteered to accompany
them in their visiting, At the end of that
afternoon’s adventure they recounted with
happy hearts their experiences. They wrged
the chutch to make plans to arrange for
Bible studies and to render Dorcas aid.

The next day the newspaper featured the
good-Samaritan work of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, mentioning that the mayor’s wife
had been conmcred and had joined one of
these gospel teams in neighborly Christian
service. Now in that city prejudice has been
broken down, friendships have been formed,
Bible studies are being given, and 4 number
of people are now In the baptismal class
of our church. How ttue: “We are not to
wait for souls to come to us; we must seek
them out where they ate. . . . There are
multitudes who will never be reached by
the gospel uvnless it is carried to them.”
—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 229.

Join the tens of thousands of Seventh-day
Adventist youth, paremts, and older folk
in the “Bvery Home Visitation” ¢msade on
March 4. Yes, we will all be going, going
to homes on that Sabbath afternoon; and
the thrill of inside adventure will be ours.

Some time ago a medical doctor was
impressed by the presentation of the field-
adventure plan. He learned that it was based
upon the pattern of the early Christian
church (Acts 5:28, 42, 47; 6:7) and the
blueprint of the Spirit of prophecy as given
in Christian Service, pages 12, 114, 119:
“Christ's method alone will give true success
in reaching the people. OQur Saviour went
from house to house. Wherever a church
is established, all the members should en-
gage actively in missionary work, They
should visit every family in the neighbor-
hood, and know their spiritual condition.”
Together with 750 other gospel teams he
accompanied one of the conference workers
to the first home, He said he was willing
to serve, but he was neither certain
that this method would succeed nor that
it was adapted to meet the conditions of
today,

As they stood on the porch waiting for
a response to their knock, they prayed that
God might give them an entrance into that
home. A lady, whose face revealed great
anxiety, came to the door. They explained
the purpose of theit call and asked for the
privilege of stepping in. .

“I'm finishing an airmail lettet to my
husband, who is critically ill in a distant
hospital,” the woman replied. ] must finish
it right away for the next mail.”
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There the minister and the doctor stood.
They could think of nothing to say; and vet
the promise of the Lord (Jsaiah 50:4) was
realized, for the Holy Spirit gave them just
the right words,

Soon the worker said, “I'm sorty to hear
that your husband is so ill, but there is
One who <an answer prayer and bring
healing, May we step into your home and
pray for your husband?”

The countenance, harassed and wortried,
now changed to astonishment and amaze-
ment. Without saying a2 word, she opened
the door and allowed the two Christian
workers to enter,

‘There were tears in her eyes at the close
of the prayer, and she asked, “What church
do you come from?” When she was told
it was the Seventh-day Adventist church,
she said, “I've often passed that church, but
I have never met any of the Seventh-day
Adventists.”” She inquired concerning the
teachings of our chutch. She said, “You
know, we are Baptists,” and began talking
about the problems she had. Her boy,
twenty-one vears of age, had left home and
was stationed with the army on the Philip-
pine Islands. He had given up Christianity
and had become embittered toward the
church. She herself was also concerned
with financial wotries, because she had lost
her work that week,

The doctor, remembering the sick hus-
band, mentioned that they had taken much
of her time and that she had wanted to
finish the letter that she was sending to
her husband, but she answered, “That can
wait until the next mail. This visit has
done me so much good.” The two felt
that they should invite her to the Sunday
night evangelistic meeting at the church
Very promptly she said, “I will come, and
I will tell you why, I shall attend because
this visit has done me so much good that
1 believe that by coming to your church
Sunday night I will receive another bless-
ing.”

As the worker and the doctor left that
home that afternoon, the doctor said, “I
understand now why you call it “adventur-
ing, 1 never enjoyed an experience like
that before.” To the seventy-five other teams
he enthusiastically related that afterncon’s
experience and said, “FHow our hearts burned
within us as we prayed and talked wich
that lady! She very readily accepted the
literamure we brought; and she enrolled in
the Bible correspondence course, and she
is coming to our meeting Sunday night.”

That lady has since then joined the
Dorcas Society. She is attending the Sabbath
services, The Lord has heard the simple
prayer of these two workers: her son is
on his way home, het husband has been
healed, and she has found a new job.

The doctor told how he doubted that
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the work of God would be finished by
petsonal work, He had laid so much empha-
sis upon other methods of work, but now
he said he truly believed the statement
that Sister White has given us in Historical
Sketches, p. 150: “"How can the great work
of the third angel’s message be accom-
plished? It must be largely accomplished
by persevering, individual effort; by visiting
the people at their homes.”

On Sabbath afternoon, March 4, youth,
patents, and older folk everywhere through-
out the North American Division will join
in a great “Every Home Visitation” crusade,
Will you not follow in the footsteps of
Jesus, whose work was largely made up of
personal  interviews? Participate in the
lagt-hour movement in which “hundreds
and thousands were seen visiting families,
and opening before them the word of God.
Hearts were convicted by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and a spirit of genuine con-
vession was manifest.”—T estimonies, Vol.
9, p. 126. Let us all go, go to all on Sabbath
afternoon, March 4.

Respond to the invitation to adventare
for Christ on March 4 and bring salvation
to the man next door.

Arxe You Asking?

What Do You Say?

Here is a suggestive canvass which can
easily be adapred to meer the sitvarion in
your commuity.

“Good afternoon. We are making some
friendly Christian calls upon our neighbots
in this vicinjty today, and we would be
happy to step in and get acquainted with
you.”

(If they besitate, yor can say, “We are
visiting the neighbors on this street today,
fo we can only stop a few minutes”)

Aftet you get in say: “T am Mr. ——,
and this is Mr, ———"

(‘Then very informally): “Has this always
been your home community?”

(Ask a few questions to start the perion
talking.)

(After a brief period of “getting ac-
quainted,” come seriously to the purpose of
Yomr visit—iwhat you bave brought to give
them.)

“Mrs. , we have some good news
for you this afternoon—something that will
be a real blessing 1o your home It is a
special tract dealing with some Questions
that are uppermost in the minds of men and
women today, So many people are wonder-
ing about the future. You have thought
about the pressing problems facing the
wotld, no doubt.”

(Now adapt yourself ro the individnals.
Use leading questions to draw them ont,
But prepare them for the reading of the
tract. Put a radio log inside the itract.
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Enroll them in the free Bible correspond-
ence school, suggesting thas the Bible course
is prepared for busy people seeking God’s
answer 10 many perblexing gquestions and
mentioning that more than one million
bersons bave envolled in such a« comrse.)

(Before leaving thank them for the
Friendly visit and for the time given. Where
bossible suggest @ word of prayer with some
Statement as this):

“It is my custom when making Christian
calls to offer 2 prayer before leaving. I've
enjoyed meeting you today; and before
leaving your nice home, 1 would like to
ask God’s blessing upon you and your
family. Would you like to have me offer a
prayer for your home? Thank you.”

{After prayer shake bands and leave with
a friendly greeting.)

How Do Yow Answer Objections?

Not Interested. Call attention to the spirit
of neighborliness. “We live in a fast world,
and we do not take time to be neighborly;
so today we are visiting our neighbors to
get better acquainted.” Mention that there
is trouble, sickness, and sorrow everywhere.
What is the remedy? Is chere any way out?

No Time Today. Emphasize the value
of the special tract. Say that you are visiting
every home in the section, so calls are
brief.

Sorry, Bur We Have Company., Say vou
have something for each of their friends:
“We are presenting to our neighbors a
special leafler containing good news.”

I Belong to a Church. Be glad to meet a
Christian, for you are then on common
ground: Christ as Saviour, Bible as guide-
book to heaven. Request privilege of pray-
ing together for the community and its
children.

I Am a Catholic. "1 am so glad you are
a Christian. Is it not wonderful to have
a Saviour that we can all look to?”

Will You Go?

One windy night a sentry on duty was
startled by a sheet of paper that slapped
his face. As he picked it up, he read in
surprise these words written across the
page, "We are traveling home to heaven
above, Will you gos” All during the night
those words haunted him, He could not
rid his mind of the question. As the morn-
ing light appeared John Waugh rook his
pencil from his pocket and wrote his de-
cision, “By the grace of God, 1 will!”
Beside his name he scribbled: “Company
Y, United States Volunteers, June 26,
1863.”

As you field adventure for Christ and
as you present God's message by the fire-
sides of your neighbots, apptoach them in
a prayerful spirit of appeal to go along
with you on the joutney to heaven above.
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Good News for Navahos

Recently the Gospels of John and Mark
were published in the new Navazho or-
thography, and renewed efforts are being
made in many parts of the Navaho land
[Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah] to teach
the people this relatively simple way of
spelling their own complicated words.

It might seem strange to some people
that many Navahos still do not know
English. But despite some schools and the
many years during which the government
has attempted, at least in some measure,
to educate the Navaho people, there are
not more than ten thousand who have any
functional use of English, This means that
more that fifty thousand of these desert
and mountain dwellers know practically no
English; and, what is wotse, that number
is growing evety year. If the adult popula-
tion is to be reached effectively, it must be
done through the Navaho language. Even
the government has realized this fact and
is now publishing a number of books and
pamphlets and a monthly paper in the
Navaho [anguage, to which some native
Christians are contributing. One mono-
lingual Navaho wrote in the paper: “At
the beginning I noticed there were some
little books of God's words in a written
Navaho language. After I learned to read
in my own langnage, I began to know God
better, I am very thankful to God and Jesus
Christ, who helped me leatn to tead in
my language.”

The Gospels of John and Mark are soon
to be followed by Matthew, 1 Corinthians,
Philippians, James, and 1 and 2 Peter,

The government estimates there are prob-
ably one thousand Navahos that have at
least some ability in reading their own
language, and this number is being steadily
increased by the missionaries and govern-
ment workers who are patiently spending
the long hours that are necessary in helping
unaccustomed eyes and brains to recognize
the values of newly learned symbols.
Whether it is helping wrinkled fingers
draw letters on the dirt floor of the hogan,
pointing to pictures and corresponding
words on finger-smudged primers around
tiny fires, or arranging new words and
sentences with bright letters on the black
sutface of 2 flannelgraph board, these slow
and patient steps are necessaty in the task
of teaching illiterate people to read. At
times the classes are held in missions, little
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chapels, or isolated schoolbhouses; but in
other cases they are held in hogans like
Old Mary’s of on the hiliside while the
people watch their sheep pasturing in the
meadows below.

One must not suppose for a moment
that the Navaho language is incapable of
telling the matchless story of Christ, Quite
the contrary; some of the Navaho idioms
are fully as expressive as ours. Instead of
using a word like “worry” a Navaho may
say, "My mind is killing me” With this
expression tezl meaning is given to the
admonition of Jesus in Matthew, the sixth
chapter: “Do not let your mind kill you;

. seek first God’s kingdom and His
righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well.”

The Navahos understand very readily
what Paul talks about in his Epistles when
he enjoins the Christians to avoid “factions.”
In the Navaho language this is translated as
“crawling shead of one another.” These
factions ate not open war and conflict, but
jealous secking for position and personal
glory. To the Navaho, living in the broad
sweeps of sagebrush lands, this internal
strife can best be described by the phsase
“crawling ahead of one another.”

Many of the translations, of coutse, re-
flect the life and customs of the people.
For example they use no oxen and have
never seen yokes. The only way they could
even talk about a yoke would be to call it
a “collar for oxen,” which is taken from
their use of collars for their horses, But
w say, “Take my collar for oxen upon you”
(Matthew 11:29), simply has no meaning
or, if any, quite a wrong significance, It
is so much more significant for them to
say, “Take my harness upon you.” This
latter expression is the closest equivalent in
the Navaho language and precisely the way
in which they would describe even the
placing of a yoke upon an animal. Thus
the Navaho may come to know that the
“harness” which Christ would give him
is not burdensome and harsh and that only
a5 the servant of the true Master can anyone
have victory over sin and defeat.

Many of the difficulties which beser the
Navahos in their overpopulated and arid
lands are economic. To these have been
added the social ills which have come in
many areas to set the younger people
against their elders, with the resultant foss
of the restraining power of the older culture,
But basic to all these difficulties is the
tenacious grip of ancient fears and super-
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stitions—a mystical looking-back to the
powers of the sacred mountains and totemic
animals, whose help is obtained only
through songs and incantations. By means
of the native religion men seek for power
to keep them from physical harm and to
insure their peace in the next world; but
they have no conscicusness of God’s in-
dwelling presence within life, nor any
knowledge of Him who came to die that
we might be reconciled to God and thus
be able to live. In order to reach a poor
disillusioned peopie with this vital message
of the gospel, the Good News magazine
is now being published in 2z form which
these people may tread and understand.
—E. A NID4, in Bible Society Record,

March 11

The Advent Message to the
Eskimos

Bskimos (meaning “people”). How in-
triguing the name! When 1 was a boy in
school, T read about these small fur-clad
people who live in ice houses or igloos; but
1 never dreamed that some day I would be
a missionary and live among them. This
has been our privilege for a numbesr of
years, and we have enjoyed our friendship
and labor with these fine, peaceful people.

At present we have but two places where
definite work is established. One is a
school at Aleknagik Lake, Alaska, known
as the Bristol Bay Mission School It is
now in its fourth year of operation. A num-
ber of promising children are in this hum-
ble institution made possible by much
prayer and sacrifice. It is a small boarding
school, and the children love it

The Eskimo people are very teligious,
and their beliefs range from the ancient
devil worship to the Seventh-day Adventist
faith. Most Eskimos are of the Greek Ortho-
dox faith, established here by the Russians
at the close of the eighteenth century. Many
of these Russian churches are still in evi-
dence on the Aleutian Peninsula and in
Southeastern Alaska, but the disintegration
of these buildings is a symbol of the faith
they represent, Now is an opportune time
for spreading the reformatory beliefs of
the third angel’s message.

The second place where our work is
established among the Eskimos is on the
Island of St. Lawrence, forty miles east of

Indian Point, Siberia. Here live one of the

most primitive and interesting peoples in
America. A number of them were born in
Siberia, and many have friends or relatives
there. Nearly every summer the Eskimos
from Siberia cross the Bering Sea to wvisit
the people of St. Lawrence. In the winter
the hunters from both places have been
known to meet on the ice and dine together,
if they have been fortunate enough to
catch some seal or walrus.
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The work among these island Eskimos,
like that of Bristol Bay, was begun by
faithful Seventh-day Adventist govetnment
school teachers. We have an organized
school of about thirty members in Gambell
and eone jsolated family of believers in
Savoonga. The leader of the Sabbath school
on Sr. Lawrence was a devil worshiper
about seven vears ago, before becoming a
Sabbathkeéper. He speaks and reads English
well, Usually he acts as our interpreter.
We have not learned to speak Eskimo. It
is a very complicated language, which very
few white people master,

The fine group of believers on St. Law-
rence Island have neither Adventist church
nor school as yet. Another mission society
is established there; and since it is a
government resetvation, we have not yet
secured the permission to build our own
mission. For the past three summers we
have lived among these interesting people.
We used 2 couple of tents for a house.

It is 2 real inspiration to hear the Bski-
mos sing our advent hymns, which we
all love. Even those who are unable o
speak or read English sing very lustily.
They love to sing.

It is cheeting to hear their earnest testi-
monies. These are interpreted to us from
the Eskimo into the English. One elderly
man, who moved his family from Siberia
to Gambell a2 number of years ago, said
during 2 testimony service: "1 am glad
we are in America, but I am especially glad
that we found this wonderful advent mes-
sage here. We want to be ready when Jesus
comes.”

Yes, when Jesus comes there will be
some Eskimo people from St Lawrence
Island and other near-by places who will
ascend to heaven to join the triumphant
company of the redeerned,

Our greatest need is for trained BEskimo
leadership. To this end our educational
work for these needy people must be
enlarged and strengthened.

God’s Spirit is in evidence in many ways,
Interests are developing in several places.
One. of our members, who has traveled
over much of Alaska as a trader for years,
said that during the past year or two he
has heen impressed by a change among the
Eskimo people, Instead of the barrel of
home brew in every home, he saw eager
groups singing hymns and asking for ex-
planations of Bible texts. On several occa-
sions he had opportunity to speak to them
about the return of Jesus.

Just a few days ago the Alaska Mission
office received a letter from an Eskimo at
Goodnews Bay on the Kuskokwim River
mentioning that there is a group of thirty-
two people, including children, keeping the
Sabbath. This intetest has developed through
the radio Bible correspondence course. One
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young man who had been in the army
induced his friends to take the course he
so much enjoyed. Now the whole group is
asking for help from the Sabbathkeeping
people. Their former church leaders have
tried to win them back, but without success.
This interest is not far from the Bristol
Bay Mission School. The mission that has
operated in that country many years claims
4,000 members, and many of the younger
ones are quite well-educated. Undoubtedly
this is the day of opportunity for the advent
message to go to the Eskimo people. When
you pray for the mission field, temember
these needy people.
—FRED H, WAGNER.

March 18

In His Own Tongue

The Lord told His people anciently that
the stranger should be considered as “one
born among you.” (Leviticus 19:33, 34.)
And He added, “Thou shalt love him as
thyself.” The gospel of the kingdom is to
be preached to “every nation, kindred,
tongue, 2nd people.” Obviously this means
every kindsed, tongue, and people in our
own country as well as in foreign lands.

Long experience has taught us that the
most effecrual religious approach can be
made in the wngue used in the home of the
one approached, A large percentage of the
population of North America use some
language other than English, Early in our
history the French and Spanish languages .
were added to the many Indizn languages
already here, and since then hundreds of
thousands of foreign-speaking peopies have
come to our shores until large sections of
many of our large cities are veritably foreign
districts. Years ago the following instruc-
tion was given to this people through the
Spirit of prophecy in Volume 8, page 36:
“In the cities of America there are people
of almost every language. These need the
light that God has given to His church.”

When the Holy Ghost descended with
power upon the early disciples, they were
given instruction to begin in Jerusalem,
reaching out later to those in Judea, then
extending their efforts into Samaria and
from there on out unto the “uttermost part
of the earth.” {Acts 1:8.)

In Acts we are told that “there were
dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men,
out of every nation under heaven.” Acts 2:3.
So the first work of the Spirit was to give
the glad tidings to the foreign-speaking
people dwelling in Jerusalem. Everyone
heard the gospel in his own tongue. In the
closing times of the gospel work everyone
will again have the same opportunity of
hearing the message preached in his lan-
guage. God grant that it may be so without
too much delay.
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Definite instruction has been given us
as a people by God's servant that the home-
foreign work should not be neglected. “Not
all the means that can be gathered up is to
be sent from America to distant lands, while
in the home field there exist such provi-
dential opportunities to present the truth
to millions who have never heard iz. Among
these millions are the tepresentatives of
many nations, many of whom are prepared
to receive the message. Much remains to
be done within the shadow of our deors—
in the cities of California, New York, and
many other states."—Teitzmonies, Vol. 8,
p. 33.

Farther down on this same page in
Volume 8 we find these setious and stas-
tling words: “May God forgive our terrible
neglect in not doing the work that as vet
we have scarcely touched with the tips of
our fingers. When will this work be done?
It makes my heart sick and sore to see
such blindness on the part of the people of
God.”

Just now when so many difficulties are
confronting us in other lands, shall we not
rise and do this work which God in His
providence has placed in our very hands?
“The work in the home field is a wital
problem just now. The present time is the
most favorable opportunity that we shall
have to work these fields. In 2 little while
the situation will be much more difficult.”
—Id., p. 32. Now is the time to work for
your foreign-speaking neighbor,

—H. D. CASEBEER.
March 25

Pledge Signing

The annual pledge-signing campaign and
membership drive which has recently been
Taunched by the American Temperance So-
ciety is nothing new among Seventh-day
Adventists, “Years ago we regarded the
spread of temperance principles as one of

our, most important duties. It should be so

today.”

One of the earliest accounts of pledge
signing among us appeared in the Review
and Herald of June 12, 1879, This was
a report of a camp meeting held at Nevada,
Missouri, and appeared under the pen of
Ellen G. White. It is an intetesting
account of how the pioneers launched a
pledge-signing campaign in behalf of total
abstinence, This account reads as follows:

“Monday morning, we assembled under
the tent to attend the organization of 2
temperance association, There was a fair
representation of our people present. Elder
Butler spoke, and confessed that he had not
been as forward in the temperance reform
as he should have been. He stated that he
had always been a strictly temperance
{temperate} man, discarding the use of
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liquor, tea and coffee, but he had not signed
the pledge being citculated among our
people. But he was now convinced that in
not doing so he was hindering others who
ought to sign it. He then placed his name
beneath Col, Hunter's; my husband placed
his name beneath Brother Butlet's, I wrote
mine next, and Btother Farnsworth fol-
lowed. Thus the work was well started.

“My husband continued to talk while
the pledge was circulating. Some hesitated,
thinking that the platform was too broad
in including tes and coffee; but finally
their names were given, pledging themselves
to total abstinence.

“Brother Huntet, who was then called
upon to speak, responded by giving a very
impressive testimony as to how the truth
found him, and what it had done for him.
He stated that he had drunk liquor enough
to float a ship, and that now he wanted to
accept the whole truth, reform and all. He
had given up liquor and tobacco, and this
morning he had drunk his last cup of
coffee. He Dbelieved the testimonies wete
of God, and he wished to be led by the will
of God expressed in them.

“As the result of the meeting, one hun-
dred and thirty-two names were signed
to the teetotal pledge, and a decided victory
was gained in behalf of temperance.”

This apparently was the beginning of
pledge signing among us.

Ellen G, White on another occasion
stated, "From the light God has given me
every member among us should sign the
pledge and be connected with the temper-
ance association.” In othetr words we should
become active members of our temperance
society.

Qur ministers were also encouraged to
keep pledges on hand and invite those
who attended our meetings to take the
pledge. “Cur preachers ought to keep tem-
perance pledges on hand for use on every
proper occasion. Brethren and sistets, we
want you to see the importance of this
temperance question, and we want our
workers to interest themselves in it, 2nd to
know it is just as much connected with the
Third Angel’s Message as the right arm
is to the body, We ought to make advance-
ment in this work.,—Review and Herald,
Feb. 14, 1888,

“Let no excuse be offered when you are
asked to put your name to the temperance
pledge but sign every pledge presented and
induce othets to sign it with you.” Let us,
thetefore, give our Wholehearted support to
the annual pledge-signing campaign and
membership drive launched by the Ameri-
can Tempetance Society. Sign the pledge
again, and again, and again, and induce
othets to sign it with you.

—%W. A. SCHARFFENBERG.
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Blazing the Trail in Borneo

On Friday, the frst of July, about three
fourths of the Kalisunan people sailed on
the “Kalatan” for Marudu Bay. Brother
Sibarani went with them. I was somewhat
teluctant to send him until I heard the story
of Jerimal and his father. They had walked
from Marudu clear to Tenghilan to ask for
baptism. That is four days of bard walking
and close to eighty miles. Brother Sibarani
examined them and did not feel thar they
understood as much as they should, They
told him they had seven others ready for
baptism and begged for someone 1o come
and teach and baptize them. We could not
turn down a request like that when they
had walked so far and still were not ready.
For this reason we atranged for Brother
Sibarani to go to Marudu Bay for one month.
We hope he can baptize all nine, and we
will then have ecleven believers in that wvi-
cinity. When the Kalisunan folks get there,
we will add about twenty-four more mem-
bers. I feel that the future looks very bright
at Marudu Bay.

—ROBERT YOUNGBERG.

“There's a work to be done
And a world to be won.”

Passion Plays

(Continned from page 2)
and to call him away from the follies of the
world and all that leads earthward, we can
hardly imagine Him giving sanction to or
participating in any such theatrical perform-
ances.
So it seems to me that no matter how

beautifully the story of Christ may be drama-

tized nor how perfect may be its presenta-
tion, a play can never rightly present the
living Christ not the Gospel which He com-
manded to be preached to all the world.

I would not say that thete is no place
for the motion picture in the presentation of
the truth for this time, 1 believe there is.
But surely little good can come out of the
dramatic presentation of the greatest Life
of the ages when cast in the form and after
the manner of the modern movie actor. I be-
lieve that HMis life and His love are alto-
gether too sacted to be presented through
the channel of or in assocation with the
dramatic setting of a movie play.

For the teasons set forth above I believe
that our church members should be encont-
aged not o attend a theatrical petformance
or a motion pictute film dtamatizing the
life of Christ, even when sponsored by re-
ligious organizations or held in church edi-
fices.

—J. 1. ROBISON.
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NOTES TO OFFICERS

1950 a Share-Your-Faith
Year

Here we are, facing March, 1950, How
are you progressing, officers, in your de-
termination to make this year a Share-Your-
Faith year? Should not every Missionary
Volunteer Society be given the privilege,
after due consideration and study by its
officers, of participating in a unique and
thrilling Share-Your-Faith adventure dui-
ing the year 19507 This is the time when
strong leadership is needed ro rally and
guide 2 waiting and anxious body of youth.
Let missionary work—soul-winning plans
—be outlined in every sociery w give op-
portunity for evervone to have a pare in this
type of endeavor,

It may be you have those who can hold
cottage meetings, evangelistic effores, Bible
readings. Remember that the Missionary
Volonteer Crusade film serips ate available.
The twenty-cight subjects will bring the
knowledge of God’s last-day message to
needy hearts. Some of our societies are us-
ing several good projectors in this program,
Most conference Missionary Volunteer De-
partments can supply you with these films.
Many societies own their own library of
film strips. They cost approximately $4.00
& subject, cach one containing about fifty-
six frames, including texts. They are avail-
able through the Mayse Studio, P. O. Box
25, San Diego, California.

We are waiting and God is anxious to
see a multitude of wide-awake Share-Your-
Faith societies in 1950. The voung people
desire ir, and you should plan for ir.,

Hobby Kits

Some of your Senior and Junior mem-
bers, especially those intetested in narure
study and certain other hobbies, will be glad
to know that there is now available a hobby
kit produced for the benefir of those who
wish to ptreserve small objects more or less
permanently.

. The kit includes a full pint of crystal-
clear plastic—Edu-Plast—tints for which
any color may be obrained, 2 mold, measus-
ing glass, siirring rod, wet or dry emery
paper, a complere polishing outfir, medi-
cine droppers, liquid cleaner, a group of
specimens {(minerals, shells, etc.}, and z
booklet of complete instructions on imbed-
ding and presetving minerals, insects, small
animals, plants, flowers, etc.

© The kit sells for $4.50 and is available
at the Edu-Plast Compariy, Loma Linda,
California, However we would advise you
to contact first your conference Missionary
Volunteer secretary, as some conferences
are subsidizing the purchase of this project,
making it available to you at a reduced
cost.

Reason for Life

I don’t know how to say it, bur somehow it
scems to me

That maybe we are stationed where God
wanted Us o be;

That the little place I'm filling is the reason
for my birth

And just to do the work I do He sent me
down ro earth,

If God had wanted otherwise, I reckon He'd
have made

Me just a litle different, of a worse or
better grade.

And since God knows and understands all
things of land and sea,

I fancy that He placed me here just where
He wanred me.

Somerimes I get to thinking, as my labors
1 review,

That I should like a higher place with
greater tasks to do;

Bur I come o the conclusion, when envying
is srilled,

That the post to which God sent me is the
post He wanred filled.

So I plod along and struggle in the hope
when day is through
Thar I'm really necessary to the things God
wants to do.
¥or there isn’t any service I can give which
I should scorn,
For it may be just the reason God allowed
me to be horn. .
—EDGAR A. GUEST. Used by permis-
sion Reilly and Lee Co., Chicago, Illi-
nois,

Missionary Volunteer Day

Remember the first Sabbath of the Week
of Prayer this month is Missionary Volun-
teer Day. Let us as officers get behind the
program for this day and co-operate with
our pastor, elders, and church board in plan-
ning for a program that is par excellent.
Young people deserve the best. We must
give emphasis to the wotk of the vouth to
arouse the church and to inspire the young
people to active participation in the devo-
tional week that follows,

Plan the 1950 Missionaty Volunteer Day
with much youth participation in the pro-
gtam of the Sabbath service. By using songs,
posters, slogans, special music, etc, your
exercise will have greater youth appeal and
accomplish grearer results.

Devotional Features of the
M.V. Society

Upon consecrated leaders depend the de-
votional spirit and activity of the members.
Missionary Volunteers know that it is a
fatal mistake to suppose that successful
Christian lives can be lived or earnest mis-
sionary wotk can be accomplished without
a steady and constant devotional experience.
We must hold before our young people the
fact that all who are to accomplish God’s
bidding in these importany times must be
faithful ro the important devotional features

- which are heaven-ordained. We refer to the

basic practice of keeping the Moming
Warch, the Bible Year, the Character Class-
jcs, the prayer bands, etc.

Daily Contacts

Many times during the weck we are
brought ino contact with young people we
may never meet again. Should not these
casual meetings count for the message? In
the King's Pocket League every handbag,
briefcase, and auto should be equipped with
tracts for instant use. Talk, preach, and
demonstrate the message every day by scat-
tering tracts on buses, trains, and among the
hundreds working in offices and factories.
In some M.V. Societies a packer of seven
traces is given to each member ar the
Young People’s meeting, This furnishes
them with 2 supply of tracts for “one-a-
day” distribution.

*“The best a man ever did should not be
his standard for the rest of his life”—
GUSTAVUS SWIFET,

“The sermon will be better if you listen
as a Cheistian rather than as a critic.”
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NEW HORIZONS IN
INTER-AMERICA

By ArRTHUR H., ROTH

ORDER OF SERVICE

SoNG: "Hark! Hatk, My Soul!” No. 376 in
Cherch Hymmnal,
PRAYER.
SECRETARY’S REPORT.
OFFERTORY.
SYF REPORTS.
SPECIAL MUSIC.
TALKS: “New Horizons in Inter-America.”
“Olaya Witnessed on the Colombia Hori-
zon.”
“Gospel Advance Among the Maya-
Quiches.”
“Medical Evangelism in Mexico.”
“Adventist Education in the Antilles.”
“Litetatute Ministry in the British West
Indies.”
SONG: “Lead On, O King Eternal,” No. 362.
BENEDRICTION. '

New Horizons in Inter-
America

Youth has ever been eager for advenmre
and conquest. Most of the men who dis-
covered and explored eatly America wete
young men. They were impelled by the un-
known, the new dangers, the unpredictable
future, and the imtriguing new horizons
that loomed before them. America’s early
history is laden with names such as Co-
lumbus, Cortez, Ponce de Leon, Drake, Bal-
boa, Morgan, and Quesada—men who were
drawn to the new world of wonder, myth,
and fascination. These stalwarts broke
through “the nartow confines of the known
world, guided by new concepts, new values,
to launch themselves upon one of the most
daring adventures the mind of man had
conceived,” The first lands of the West that
these men knew were the islands of the
Caribbean Sea and the mainland of Middle
America, (In Seventh-day Adventist termi-
nology these areas constitute the Inter-
American Division.)

A totally new and different world lay
before them—new peoples, new languages,
and new ways of living. The varicolored
blues of the bays and inlets, the soft, golden
sands of the shores, and the palm-studded
coast lines seemed to welcome these youth-
ful adventurers while at the same time
challenging and beckoning them to go
farther inland in search of wealth and ad-
venture, Their quest was for power, glory,
and gold. Everything they saw was tinged
for them with wonder. The brilliantly
plumaged birds and the exotic flowers
provided an unending spectacle. The dense
jungles and lush tropical foliage growing
near streams (swollen to mighty tivers
during the rainy season) were impressive
sights. Various and strange species of the

reptile family were in evidence: brightly
colored lizards and iguanas, crocodiles, and
gigantic snakes. Monkeys and partots chat-
teted in the woods. Panther-like animals
slunk behind trees. Mysterious swamps
and weird sounds abounded on every side.
Different fruits were ar first cautiously
tasted and later developed and grown. The
mango, sour sop, star apple, breadfruit,
papaya, guava, and banana became favorites.

These lands offered grear contrasts, too,
ranging frpm the low bumid coastal sections
to the high, chilly mountainous regions.
And overhead were the clear skics of the
morning and the flaming sunsets, which
were never two days the same. This new
world was appropriately teferted to as the
“golden land.” And in truth a new day had
dawned for the adventutesome in spirirt,

The dreams of these men for wealth and
glory wete mote than realized. The land
they discovered was rich in silver and gold;
peatls and spices, It fired their imaginations
and made them drunk with power and
self-glory. The conquest of Ametica rushed
on; men eliminated one another in their
eagerness t0 teach mew horizons first, The
cost in human lives was large. This, in
brief, is the stoty of Inter-America when
the Western world was still young.

Since the discovery of America decades
have turned into centuries, Then God, on
New Wotld soil, taised up His remnant
people and gave them the message of the
second advent to proclaim to the world.
Thus early in the history of Seventh-day
Adventists, denominational leaders recog-
nized and accepted the God-given com-
mission to preach the gospel to every
nation, kindred, tongue, and people, The
words of an old song were dear to their
hearts:

“Tell it to every kindred and nation,
Tell it fat and near;
Earth’s darkest night will fade with the
dawning,
Jesus will soon appear!”

Seventh-day Adventist youth filled with
vision and the spirit of adventure went
by land and by sea to give the gospel
message to sincere, truth-loving souls in
Mexico, Central America, Colombia, Vene-
zuela, and the West Indies. Peoples in
the Caribbean areas first learned of Advent-
ism through tracts that reached far-flung
British Guiana and Barbados in 1883,
During the 1890's a few colporteuts and
eatnest young missionaries accepted the
all o work for God in this hithetto un-
entered retritory,

Just as the exploters and adventuters of
still earlier times sought and ransacked
these new and challenging coasts for gold
and earthly riches, so valiant Seventh.day
Adventist missionaties began to go to these
countries and win precious treasures for
the kingdom above, They were not immune
to the effect of the rigors of the dank and
sultry climate of the tropics, and several
were victims of the fevers that were so
prevalent. A number of these early mission-
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aties sacrificed their lives in their endeavors
‘to further the canse of God in new horizons
and were laid to rest within a few months
after reaching theit chosen fields. But others
followed in their footsteps, and so our mes-
sage began to stir the hearts of more and
more peoples in the lands of the conguetors.
Young missionaries and new converts
worked side by side. The laity, youth and
adults alike, early became a vital factor in
spreading the advent message.

Olaya Witnessed on the
Colombia Horizon

It was much more economical to ride a
donkey or a horse across the top of the
notrthern Andes from Tula in the great
Cauca Valley to Colombia’s capital, Bogota,
than to teavel in a carriage or a cart, It
was still less expensive to walk; and when
one walked, costs could be cut by going
barefooted—shoe soles would wear out. So
during much of the eighe-days” journey on
foor to the capital, Gustavo QOlayza tied his
shoes around his neck and cartied his bundle
of clothing and supplies in bis hand as he
wound his way up and up to the expansive
Meseta, where lived his lirtle daughter,
Sixta Elana, whom he had not seen fot
two vears. The journey was well wotth the
effort,

For three days Olaya had traveled alone.
On the morning of the fourth day he over-
took another foot traveler and greeted him
in Spanish, “How do you do, Senor! Are
you also walking to Bogota?”

“Yes, I am.”

“Then,” said Olaya, “why dont we walk
together and converse as we go?”

“Oh, with much pleasure. You must also
be on a pilgrimage, joutneying to honot
our beloved Lady at Mont Secrat, right
by our capital,”

“I am traveling to Bogota to see my
little daughter.”

“Then you may be delayed if you journey
with me, for | have vowed to halt at every
shrine and altar and church along the way
and contribute t our dear Lady at each
place: five Paternosters, five Ave Marias
and five Milagros.”

“I shall wait for you at each stop while
you fulfill your vows,” promised Olaya.

All along the way Olaya’'s new friend
spoke continuously about his pilgrimage—
the miracles and mercies bestowed by the
saints, the frequent bealings from illness,
the protection duting tropical storms, and
innumetable other favors, Olaya hardly said
a word, but he listened and waited courte-
ously.

Late in the afternoon of the eighth day
the sun, which was already far behind
them, began painting the sky; and as they
tounded the bend, thete lay the beautiful
golden city. The pilgrim fell to his knees
and ecstatically shouted: “Santa Fe de Bo-
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gota! Olaya, out dear city was founded by
brave Quesada when he built a church and
surtounded it by twelve houses, one named
for each apostle. Ah! Mont Serrat, the shrine
of our beloved Lady. Olaya, soon my pil-
grimage will be at an end, but it just occurs
to me now, do yom not bave faith? Not
once on this trip did you count a single
bead. Not once did you make the sign of

the cross. Not once did I hear from your -

lips an Ave Matia. Are you devoid of
faith?”

“I have a very precious faith,” said Olaya.
“Ft is the faith of the dear Jesus. Really vou
should know my faith, and you would be
convinced of how beautiful it is.”

“Tell me, Olaya.”

“We are now too near to Bogota, and
I will not have sufficient time to tell you
all you must hear about my faith; but I
shall tell all to you if you will permit me
to return with you ten days hence.”

The date for the return trip was agreed
upon and the men separated.

Monday morning, ten days later, the two
travelets were on their way home, Each was
happy over his stay in Bogota.

“Qlaya, do you remember how you prom-
ised to speak to me about your faith?”

“Yes, I have been wanting this time to
come quickly. Now you shall not be ac-
cupied with your vows, so I hope you will
permit me to speak much of the time. I
have sa much to tell you,

Monday, and Tuesday, and Wednesday,
and Thursday the men walked and talked.
Olaya was the chief speaker,

“My faith begins when the Creator made
our world,” started Olaya. Then in much
detail he told of the coming of sin, the
first promise of redemption. He spoke of
the patriarchs, the prophets, the children of
Israel, the birth of the Saviour, His ministry,
His death, His resurrection, the early church,
the great apostasy, the Reformation, the
Sabbath, the second coming of Jesus. He
told everything he knew from Genesis to
Revelation.

“Not even in the days when I studied
for the priesthoed have I ever been more
thrilled or moved, OQOlaya. Tomorrow, at
Armenia, you leave me; but can’t you tell
me how I can study this further? Olaya, my
heart tells me you are my brother, My
consclence orders me to begin at once to
keep the Saviour’s Sabbath. My soul longs
to see Jesus when He comes.”

Olaya gave his friend the address of the
mission in Cali, and each returned to his
home,

Several weeks later Olaya’s friend
knocked at our little mission headquarters
and announced: "I want te be baptized.”

Our missionary told him he would have
to study more. He gave the inquirer books
and a Bible.
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Two years passed and no one knew any-
thing about this man. Then one day he
teappeared. ‘Now you must baptize me,
but you must come with me to Tolima.
There are three groups of people, seventy
in number, They alsa keep the Sabbath.
They also expect the second coming of
Jesus. They also want to be baptized.”

This all happened twenty-two years ago
(1928). Then these were only fifty Seventh-
day Adventists in all of Colombia—and
Colombia is big. It is as extensive as
America’s own Southland. Today there are
fifty-three times that many Seventh-day Ad-
ventists in Colombia. Gustave Olaya is still
there. He and othets like him continue to
tell about their wondetful faith.: New op-
portunitics and ways of witnessing are
constantly presenting themselves before
workers and laity in Colambia, South
America.

Gospel Advance Among the
Maya-Quiches

On New Year’s Day, according to the
Maya Tzolkin calendar, Vernon Berry,
Melvin Sickler, Lawrence Wheeler, and I
joined a large company of Maya-Quiche
Seventh-day Adventists in the dedication
of Adventism’s third Indian chusch in
Guatemala. Approximately two hundred Ad-
ventist Indians, bright faced and dressed in
lovely clean garh, awaited the signal to
enter their new church home. As soon as
we arrived, after a two-hour walk up the
mountainside, we were honored with the
privilege of leading the procession into the
new church. What a lovely building it was,
both inside and outside. Pine needles were
strewn over the floor in a three-inch layer.
Pine cones, quince, Mmountain berries, and
flowers woven into wreathes and streamers
decorated the interior. It was a genuine
manifestation of love and devotion, A well.
ordered Sabbath school and missionary
service were the first acts of the day's
program, Thereafter followed the actual
dedicatosy services, Joyfully Juan and Pedro
Perez told the history of Adventism in Santa
Ana. They pointed to Miguel Ixcoy Sontay
and explained how his conversion was
closely related w the new Santa Ana church,
This is what they told:

One night Miguel Izcoy Sontay was in
his ficlds when he obsetved a ball of fise.
He drew near to this ball of fire to investi-
gate, but as he approached, the ball of fire
withdrew. He followed and scon realized
that the light was leading him along a
dangerous and precipitous mountain trail—
a trail seldom rtraversed by the Indians at
aight hecause of the exwreme danger in-
volved. Yet his curiosity would not let him
stop. He followed on for about three leagues,
and then the light rested above a hilltop.
Just as he was approaching the light within
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satisfactory range for observation, it went
out. Sontay stood there alone. He looked
about and discovered a home some three or
four hundred yards away. He went to the
home and asked for admittance. Juan and
Pedro Perer answered his call

“Do you know about the ball of fire?”
he inquired.

“We did not see it came the reply.

“I followed it from my home on the
other side of the valley, three leagues
[about nine miles} away, to this hilltap; and
then it disappeased.”

Juan and Pedro suggested to Sontay that
probably the God of heaven led him by the
ball of fite as He had led men long ago
by a star to Bethlehem. They invited Sontay
inta their home, and for the rest of that
night taught him the precious advent truth.
‘They told him, “For many weeks we have
been talking of erecting a house to God on
the very hill where the light came to rest.”

Sontay was impsessed and convinced.
Studies began among his relatives and
neighbors. At the dedication many were in
Santa Ana with him as baptized members
of the world brotherhood of Seventh-day
Adventists,

At times it is difficult to believe that
such strange leadings are the leadings of
God. Yet when one is faced by such sincere
men and women as are Miguel Ixcoy Sontay
and his company, when one speaks person-
ally with Juan and Pedto Perez, when one
confirms these facts with those present, and
when one preaches the dedicatory sermon
for the house built to God by the very men
who shared in this experience, he can only
add: “God makes His will known in many
wonderful ways.”

The Indian peoples of Guatemala, de-
scendants of the ancient Mayas, still are
largely unwarned of the second coming of
Jesus, They must hear the good news before
the work of Seventh-day Adventists is fin-
ished on earth. A new school has recently
been established in Momostenango which
is training native young men who will go
into the villages to open schaols and evan-
gelistic centers for the Maya-Quiches, Work
for the Indians is one of the new horizons
for the Gospel in Cenrral America.

Medical Evangelism in Mexico

No land in the world has a more legend-
ary and intriguing past than does Mexico.
The Aztees had a glorious civilization years
before the Spaniards came and ruthlessly
conquered their territory, Ruins of their
fine temples still remain. Also found prac-
tically intact are the gteat pyramids built
by human slaves from which it was the
custom to offer human sacrifices. The Aztecs
were a deeply religious people, and at the
suggestion of their priests they would go
to any length w0 appease their gods.
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It was the custom to choose a handsome
youth in each of the important localities
in Mexico. Then for a year’s time the young
man was feted and permitted to enjoy life
to the fullest extent, Nothing was denied
him; all pleasures were his. But at last the
day came when he was led in sorrowful
procession along the road to the pyramid
and on up the steep pyramid steps to the
altar where his heart was cut out and offered
to the gods. The Aztec priests proclaimed:
“Thus is it with all human destiny. Brilliant
in its commencement, it often closes in
sorrow and disaster.”

This, of course, is a pagan concept of the
futility of life. For the Christian life has
a purpose and becomes more meaning-
ful, until its climax in the kingdom of
God.

The Seventh-day Adventist faith is rapidly
growing in Aztec-land, and one of the
strongest features of our work is that ac-
complished by the medical missionaties.
From the vety beginning medical mission-
ary doctors did much to weaken prejudices
hefld against “hererical, Protestant intud-
ers.” Men of the stamp of Dr, Ralph Smith
and Eld. C. J. Ricchie gave Mexican youth
a vision of new horizons in the medical
ministry. After a brief coutse of training,
which taught them how to give simple
treatments and remedies, the youth of Mex.
ico went forth teaching the truth of the
advent as they went from place to place
helping the sick and the needy. Later,
clinics and dispensaries were established.
Many of these operate to this day. The
clinics have opened doors that otherwise
might sdil be closed to the Gospel. -

But the medical ministty in Mexico has
not ended with the practical itinerating
medical missionaries and the establishment
of clinics. It has come to 4 new day. Now
under the leadership of Dr. H. E. Butka and
Dr. Kenneth Fisher, the influence of medical
adventism is being sent forth from the new
sanitarium and hospital in Montemotelos
to many cotners in that vast {and, Young
ladies from Mexico, Central America, and
the West Indies can receive at this medical
institution training that prepares them for
nursing setvice. This training is second to
none in all Latin America,

Already the fame of Montemorelos has
spread fase and far. Every available bed in
the hospital is always occupied by patients,
and an average of seventy outpatients come
to Montemorelos every day of the week but
Sabbath, This new sanitarium and hospital
is now too small. It needs to be enlarged.
Other institutions like it need to be estab-
lished in the “land of the Aztecs” The
hotizon is ever widening for medical mis-
sionary opportunity in Mexico, The gospel
is thus finding entrance into hearts that
otherwise might have remained closed.
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Adventist Education in the
Antilles

Every major island of the Antilles has
one or more Seventh-day Adventist second-
ary or higher centers of learning, Count
them: Cuba, the Antillian Junior College;
Haiti and the Dominican Republic, Semi-
naire Adventiste and Colegio Adventisea

Dominicano; Puetto Rico, Colegio Advent- -

ista de Puerto Rico; Jamaica, West Indian
Training College and Kingsway High
School. This list was not possible too many
years ago. Thirty-one years ago the West
Indian Fraining College stood as the sole
representative of Seventh-day Adventist edu-
cation in the Caribbean Sea area. It was
the very first of Adventist training centers
in the entite Inter-American Division,
Thirty-three thousand Adventist youth and
childten in the Inter-American Division
must not be neglected; so new schools have
had to come into being—schools which
prepare youth for service in Inter-America’s
basic languages: Spanish, English, and
French,

Not far from Port-au-Prince, Haiti, is
Seminaire Adventiste which will have to
face superstition, voodooism, and devil
worship in the crudest forms. They will
have to bring a new faith to the densely
populated mountains and valleys of Haiti,

Next door to Haiti, in the progressive
Dominican Republic, Seventh-day Advent-
ists are two thousand strong, The Domini-
cans are good Spanish-speaking Seventh-day
Adventists. They believe that both adults
and youth should know the advent truth
thoroughly. Parents in the Dominican Re-
public want their children to help finish the
proclamation of the Gospel to their country-
men, Since the early days of adventism in
that land, the people and youth have pled
and prayed for a school. Their prayers
have been answered. President Trujillo has
been very favorable to the Adventist school.
One year ago he gave a personal donation
of $25,000 towatd its erection. Recently
he has offeted still another $10,000. In
addition to this he and his brother, the
first General in the Dominican army, have
given the school beds, mattresses, farm
equipment, and livestock. God, through
these influential people, is tewarding the
advent youth in the Dominican Republic
for their prayers and faith. A new day has
dawned for Adventist young people in that
land. New responsibilities accompany these
new privileges.

Adventist education got a fairly early
start in Puerto Rico back in 1926 at a
place called Aibonito, but that school was
destroved by one of the Caribbean’s most
vicious hutticanes. It was reported that
winds reached a velocity of 190 miles an
hour, and Aibonite Academy was destroved.
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Today in its place the youth of the island
of Puerto Rico study at Colegio Adventista
de Puerto Rico in Santurce. The school has
a considerable enrollment, but it does not
have a satisfactory school home. One of
the main tasks facing adventism in Puerto
Rico is to provide adequate facilities for
training its voung people to share in the
proclamation of the third angel's message.

Colegio de las Antillas is the main train-
ing center for Spanish-speaking young peo-
ple in the West Indies. It has been operating
here in the heart of Cuba, at Santa Clara,
since 1940. About 230 youth are attending
the school, studying the secondary course
and the first two years of college. Most of
the graduates are ahsotbed by the growing
denominational activities in the Andlles,
or they ate continuing their studies at other
schools. Still the wotkers in this part of the
Inter-American Division are too few, The
greatest call is for evangelists, preachers, and
teachers, On a receat trip through the
Antillian Union with Missionary Voluateer
Secretary Lloyd Reile of that field, we
visited every conference and mission head-
quarters. Not in a single place were we told
that there were sufficient evangelists and
teachers; rather we heard pleas like this:
“Give us at least eighteen additional teach-
ers” '"We need four good evangelists.”
“Can't we have more teachers, please?”
“Isn't it possible for us o train more of our
youth in a hutry to fill these many needs?”

The day for renewed emphasis on the
training of workers has come not only
for the Antillian Union, but it is manifest-
ing itself in every field in Inter-America.
God is opening new opportunities and
vistas before us faster than we are able to
tespond, New horizons are here. Adventist
education is one of the needs felt every-
where,

Conclusion
New Horizons Challenge

New horizons have ever been unlimited
in Middle America. Every passing day seems
to open greater possibilities and opporcuni-
ties for the advent message. Briefly 1 sum-
marize a few more: the estmblishment and
building of Seventh-day Adventist churches
in the French West Indies, effective evan-
gelization of numerous towns and cities
that have never known anything but the
Roman Catholic religion, the opening of
Adventist elementary schools where the
doctrine of Christian education is scarcely
known, the proclamation of the last message
by living speakers over the mdio in the
native tongue of the people, the operation
of medical launches on prominent tivers.

All these opportunities and others still
unmentioned constitute the challenge of
Inter-Ametican hotizons to Adventise youth.



o

Vol. 37, No. 3

March 11

WHAT IS YOUR
SPIRITUAL LIFE?

By D. E. REBOK

ORDER. OF SERVICE

SoNG,
INVQCATION.
SECRETARY'S REPORT.
SYF REPORTS.
OFFERTORY.
SPECIAL MUSIC.
LEADER PRESENTS THE SPEAKERS,
TALK: “Only Two Classes in the World."
WORD PICTURES:
“Jesus Makes the Difference.”
“Skid Row in Chicago.”
“The God-Haters.”
“Leatning t¢ Live as Jesus Lived”
SONG OR SPECIAL MUSIC.
DiscussionN: “Eight Rules for You to Live
By.”
SUMMARY AND CONSECRATION: "Doing
Someshing About'It.”
CONSECRATION PRAYER.
SoNG: “Living for Jesus,” No. 32 in M. V.,
Songs. (Audience leaves church as chey

sing.)

Notes to Leaders

You are preparing your society members
for the M.V, Week of Prayer, This program
aims to do that very thing and is arranged
with that in mind. Hymns and prayers and
rematks should all lead to the climax in
the consecrasion, consecration prayer, and
in the unique way of closing the meeting,

The matetial for the ralks, the word
pictures, and the discussion is merely sug-
gestive. We suggest that for the discussion
each rule be printed on a good-sized card
or wiitten on the blackboard so 23 to unfold
ot reveal the steps in the discussion.

SUMMARY AND CONSECRATION: “Doing
Something About It.” Someone should sum-
marize and appeal for action in the form of
a consecration and a consecration prayer.
While the audience is standing they should
sing a stanza of “Living for Jesus,” and
quietly leave the hall or place of meeting
while they continue to sing, thus carrying
with them the song in their bearts and on
their lips—a good way to eater the Week
of Prayes.

Only Two Classes in the World

INTRODUCTION, There are over two bil-

lion people in the wortld, scattered among

many nations, living by and according to
twelve great religions, speaking more than
1,500 different languages; but in God’s
sight they are divided into but fwo distinct
clusses. As God sees it, there are just two
groups:

Psalm 14:1-7. Those who seek and znder-
stand God; those who do not seek and do
not care to understand God.

Psalm 11:4-7. The righteons, whom the
Lord loveth; the wicked upon whom will
fall “quick-burning coals,” “fite and bsim-
stone,” and “a burning tempest.” (See I
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Peter 3:12; 2 Peter 3:10-14; Psalm 10:3, 4,
margin; Psalm 9:17; Ecclesiasres 12:1.)

Matthew 25:31.34, Both classes are now
developing the characters which ulsimately
determine where they belong. As revealed
in the Spirit of prophecy, there are just
two groups:

“The eternal God has drawn the line of
distinction between the saints and the sin-
ners, the converted and the unconverted.
The two classes do not blend into each
othet imperceptibly, like the colots of the
rainbow. They are as distinct as midday
and midnight"—Connsels to Teachers, p.
341,

“There are only two classes in the world
today, and only two classes will be rec-
ognized in the Judgment,—those who vie-
late God's law, and those who obey it
Christ gives the test by which to prove out
loyalty or disloyalty. ‘If ve love Me’ He
says, keep My comrmandments.’ "—Christ's
Object Lessons, p. 283.

CONCLUSION. What shall you and I do
about it? To which class do we belong now?
To which class shall we be assigned by Jesus
whent He comes?

Jesus Makes the Difference

FrsT PICTURE—SKID Row IN CHICAGO.

“LAND OF LIvING DEAD

“Along West Madison Street, within sight
of the handsome Duily News skyscraper,
sprawls the noisome slum of saloons, bash-
joints, missions and flophouses that Chicago
calls Skid Row. One morning last June,
as he picked his way ro work through Skid
Row's reeking garbage and broken bottles,
and stepped past the bodies of sleeping
derelicts on the sidewalks, Daily News
Managing Bditor Bverett C. Notlander felt
his stomach wrn over. His next reaction
was thar he was walking through a good
story. When he got to his office, he called
in two young rewrite men and asked:
‘How would you like to be bums for a
while?” What Notlander wanted was an
inside story of Skid Row to shock Chicago's
complacent citizens into cleaning up the
shame of their city.

“For the assighment he bad picked gradu-
ates of tough schools. Husky Gill Mooney,
30, an ex-tail gunner who was shor down
over Germany, had been trained on the
police beat of Chicago’s rough and ready
City News Bureau, So had Fred Bird, 28,
a Pacific combat pilot. They left the cty
room and were swallowed up by Skid Row.

“DAYS ON. Last week, the Daily News
jolted Chicagoans with a spread of Hogarth-
like pictures and the Mooney-Bird story of
their 14 days in the land of ‘the living
dead.” In the twelve-part series, Reporters
Mooney and Bird described the worst of
82 squalid saloons in three-quarters of a
Madison Street mile (most of them selling
the ‘morning special, a double shot of
whisky for 18 cents), listed the names and
addresses of saloonkeepers who wete break-
ing the state liguor and health laws, and
put the finger on couldn’t-care-less cops.

“The reporters took their readers on a
guided tour of 46 flophouses, where 12,413
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bums slept in lousy cubicles for 50 cents or
60 cents a night. They watched hatd-faced
jackrollers stripping the pockets and stealing
the shoes from sodden bums, saw prosticutes
plying their trade amid the lumber piles
of back alleys, found shat ‘a surprisingly
large number [of derelicts] at one time
were trusted employees, executives, ot pro-
fessional men,

“NIGHTS OFF. Tough as they were,
Mooney and Bird soon found that Skid Row
was tougher, One time Mooney got violently
il having a sociable drink of beer and
wine, and had to quit for the day. Afier
one night in a bug-infested hotel, the two
reporters gave up, slipped home of nights
to their own beds,

“After the series started, circulation of
the Daily News (514,627) jumped as much
as 20,000 copies a day. Thus publicly put
on the spot, police and health officials took
hasty action. They shut down 356 saloons
and restaurants pinpointed in the Daily
News series, until they complied with the
laws. Bur even with the heat on, Mooney
and Bird found 32 drunks sprawled on
Skid Row in a ten-minute walk. Police
Commissionet John Prendergast threw up
his hands: "What can we do? Arrest them
all? The Bridewell [prison} is full’ It
looked as if it would take a lot more stories
to stit Chicagoans into cleaning up Skid
Row."—Time, Aug. 29, 1949,

SECOND PICTURE—THE GoD-HATERS.

“What have atheists in common with
saints? A great deal, suggests top-tank
Roman Catholic Philosopher Jacques Mari-
tain, now teaching at Princeton, in the
current issue of the quartetly Rewiew of
Politics. "The genuine, absolute atheist,
with all his sincetity and devotion,” he
concJudes, ‘is bur an abortive saint and, at
the same time, a mistaken revolutionist.

"Writing ‘Oa the Meaning of Con-
temporary Atbeism,” Maritain sharply dif-
ferentiates between the varions manifesta-
tions of Godlessness, Thete ate the ‘pragrical
atheists, who believe that they believe in
God but who in reality deny His existence
by each one of their deeds—rthey worship
the wotld, and power, and money. Then
there are the pseudo-atheists, who believe
that they do not believe in God but who
in reality unconsciously believe in Him,
because the god whose existence they deny
is not God but something else. Finally, there
are absolute atheists, who actually deny the
existence of the very God in whom the
believers believe—God she Creatot, Saviour
and Father, . . . who srand committed to
change their entire system of values and
to destroy in themselves everything that
suggests God’s name,

“FAYTH IN REVERSE. The absolute athe-
ists, says Maritain, are represented today
chiefly by the academic high fashion of
existentialism and the militant mission
of communism. . , ., Decorative Faith is
nowadays nor enough. . . , To believe in
God must mean to live in such a manner
that life cannot be lived if God does not
exist. ' ~~Time, Aug. 22, 1949,

THIRD PICTURE-~LEARNING TO LIVE AS
Jesus LIVEs,

Jesus does make the difference, Colossians
1:27; Ephesians 3:17.
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1. “He [Christ] came as God’s ambassador
to show us how to live so as to secure life's
best results.”—Miuistry of Healing, p. 363.

2, “Jesus proceeded to show His hearers
what it means to keep the commandments of
God,—that it is a reproduction in them-
selves of the character of Christ. For in
Him, God was daily made manifest before
them,

“The disciples of Christ must obtain
righteousness of a different character from
that of the Pharisees, if they would enter
the kingdom of heaven. God offered them,
in His Son, the perfect righteousness of
the law. If they would open their hearts
fully to receive Christ, then the very life
of God, His love, would dwell in them,
transforming them into His own likeness;
and thus through God’s free gift they would
possess the righteousness which the law
requires. But the Pharisees rejected Christ;
‘being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and
going about to establish their own righteous-
ness, they would not submit themselves
unto the righteousness of God."—Monnt of
Blessing, p. 86.

3, The Chrisdan in everyday life: "It
requires much more grace and stern dis-
ciplining of character to work for God in
the capacity of mechanic, merchant, lawyer,
or facmer, cartying the precepts of Christian-
ity into the ordinary business of life, than
to labor as an acknowledged missionary in
the open field, where ones position is
understood, and half its difficulties obviated
by that very fact. It requires strong spiritual
nerve and muscle to carry religion into the
workshop and bugsiness office, sanctifying
the details of everyday life, ordering every
worldly transaction to the standatd of a
Bible Christian. . . .

“This essentizl lesson of contented in-
dustry in the necessary duties of life, how-
ever humble, is yet to be learned by the
greater portion of Christ’s followers. If
there is no human eye to criticize our work,
nor voice to praise or blame, it should be
done just as well as if the Infinite One
Himself were personally to inspect it. We
should be as faithful in the minot details
of our business, as we are in the larger
affairs of life—Health Reformer, Oct.,
1876.

Eight Rules for You to Live By

1. Be Your Own Simple Self Plus Christ.
(Testimmonies, Vol, 4, p. 5322.)

Do not ry to be somebody else. "God
wants yo# as He has made yoz to fit inro
the niche He has for vox. Many of our
troubles, perplexities, and trials in the Chris-
tian life come from a failure to live by this
rule.

2. Do Not Try to Keep Up With Others—
Go Alone With Christ.

Competition and rivalty do not beget
Christian virtues, Inability or failure to
keep up with the Joneses often causes other-
wise good people to do things which are
called crime and sin. Be content with what
you have, God will give you more if He
thinks you need it or could use it wisely.
(1 Timothy 6:6-8.)

3. Do Not Try to Get Ahead of Others.
{John 3:30; Philippians 2:6, 7, margin.)

Be nor anxious to have the highest place.

Relax and do the work God appeints for
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you, There is no need to be ambitious for
self-aggrandizement.

4, Remember God Is Using Us, and Not
We Using God. (Isaiab 6:8.)

Learn to go where God sends you—where
the need is greatest. Think not in terms of
yowr values of position, but in terms of
God’s values, Do the best you can, leave the
results with God, and accept them cheer-
fully. (Romans 9:28.) Often our plans
fail that God’s plans for us may succeed.
5. Do Not Take on Work and Duties That
Belong to Others. (Testimornies, Vol. 8,
p. 189.)

Do yowr work calmly, faithfully, and well.
The Lotd never ordained hurried, compli-
cated, and excited lives. We get into trouble
when we meddle in the other fellow’s busi-
ness. We are not to try to do the work of
ten men, but help ten men to succeed in
doing their own assignments,

6. Have Regular Hours for the Essentals
of Each Day. (Gospel Workers, pp. 277,
278.)

Work when you work; sleep when you
sleep; relax when you relax, Have a schedule
to help you accomplish the most in the
shortest necessaty period of time—never
wasting any time, Have regular hours for
rising, for prayer, for meals, and for re-
tiring.

7. Have a Time for Outdoor Exercise.
{Gospel Workers, pp. 239-242.)

Seventh-day Adventist youth must learn
how to live so as to grow physically, spirit-
ually, mentally, and morally. There must be
a_time for everything essential in the
Christian life. Pute air, sunshine, and out-
door exercise are health-giving and life-
giving,

8. Plan Your Tasks for Bach Day. (Testi-
monies, Vol. 3, pp. 499, 500,)

Do the most: impottant first—not the
easiest and most pleasant and agreeable.
Such a plan will make room for things
often neglected or omitted. Prayer—talking
and listening.to God—is at the top of the
list of “musts” for each day, Take your
“Orders of the Day” from God at an early
hour each day. Make a place for the daily
portion of spiritnal food—the Word of
God. Give zest to life by doing at least “one
quood deed” for some needy person each
ay.

March, 1950

March 18

AS A MAN THINKETH
By ArRcHA O. DART
ORDER OF SERVICE

SONG: “Like Jesus,” No. 76 in M. V.
Songs,

SENTENCE PRAYERS,

ANNOUNCEMENTS,

REPORTS OF SYF AcCTIVITIES.

OFFERTORY.

SECRETARY'S REPORT.

SoNG: "Can He Count on You?” No. 49.

SYMPOSIUM: “As a Man Thinketh.”

SoNG: “Living for Jesus,” No. 32.

BENEDICTION,

Notes to Leaders

It is high time that our young people
begin to realize the import of our text,
“As he thinketh in his heart, 50 is ho”
Proverbs 23:7. The way we think influences
our everyday actions; ‘it controls our deci-
sions. It is "natural” to think, so many do
not even attempt to control the thoughts
but let theit minds run as they will; and
thus they become more and more susceptible
to mental disotders. Today mental illness
is on such an increase that some people are
referring to this day as the neurotic age. In
fact it seems chat the insane asylums are
running a race with the colleges throughout
the country to see which will have the
larger number of applications, This is not
necessary, for a grear deal of mental trouble
can be prevented. The Bible says plainly,
“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out
of it are the issues of life.” Proverbs 4:23.

The laws governing the care of the mind
are just as definite, just as matter of fact
as are the laws concerning the body. But
if we do not know these laws or if we fail
1o observe them, we can expect to have
trouble,

Perhaps it would be well 1o add right
here that there are certain false notions that
will hinder the practical application of this
study unless corrected at the start. Some
of the most common are: "If I think about
my mind, Tll go crazy.” “If a person is
‘born’ te go insane, nothing can be done
abour it.” “I'm too smart ever to hecame
unbalanced.” “Most mental troubles are
caused from overwork or overstudy; betrer
avoid both.”

In today’s program there are seven rules
to DO that will strengthen the mind and
seven things to AVOID that will tend to
unbalance the individual. The facts and
quorations presented in each part can he

“used as a basis for a two- or three-minute

talk. This arrangement will enable large
societies to have seven or fourteen Young
people take part and smaller societies to
have only two speakers.

As a Man Thinketh
DO—

Do-—EXERCISE THE MIND IN PURPOSE-
FUL STUDY EVERY DAy,

The mind fmproves with use; therefore,

a part of every day should be devoted ro

consttuctive thinking or purposeful study.
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Certainly God is not honored when so
valuable a gift as the mind is allowed to
remain in idleness for a whole day.

“There is nothing that will so refine and
elevate the charmacter, and give vigor to
every faculty, as the continual exercise of
the mind to grasp and comprehend weighty
and important truths."—Cownsels on
Health, p. 257.

“The study of God's word is continually
expanding the mind and strengthening the
intellect.”—Ibéd.

“There is no other book whase perusal
strengthens and enlarges, elevates and en-
nobles the mind, as does the perusal of
this Book of books. Its study imparts new
vigor to the mind."—Testinzonies, Vol. 4,
p. 499.

Language can not be any plainer to show
us the importance of daily study of God’s
Word.

Do-—EXERCISE THE BODY IN WORTH-
WHILE ACTIVITIES EVERY DAY.

“That the balance of the mind may be
mainmined, a judicious system of physical
wotk should be combined with mental work,
that thete may be a harmontous development
of all the powers. —Connsels to Teachers,
p. 296.

“Physical labor will not prevenmt the
cultivation of the intellect: far from it
The advantages gained by physical Iabor
will balance a person, and prevent the mind
from being overworked. . . . A sound body
is required for a sound intellect.”—Id.,
pp. 287, 288..

Mentally speaking it would be far better
for the millionaire’s daughter to work in
a ten-cent store 2t a dollar 2 week than to
remain in idleness. Of course if she pre-
ferred, she could work at home, There are
always dishes to wash, beds to make, floors
to sweep, and clothes to wash and iron.
These daily chotes are essential for goad
mental hygiene. We shoold never forget
that the fourth commandment says to rich
and poor alike: “Six days shalt thou labor
and do all thy wotk”

Do—BE Hapry.

Why not be happy? It is the Christian
way of living, Every act of creation proves
God is trying to make us happy, and every
requirement of His leads to success. “God
never leads His children otherwise than
they would choose to be led, if they could
see the end from the beginning,”—Msnistry
of Healing, p. 479.

Sometimes we find individuals who im-
agine that we give up pleasure and all
good times when we join the church. The
trouble with these people is they are con-
fused in their thinking. Their minds are
unbalanced, They imagine they are having
a good time when they are only excited;
they imagine worldly amusements will
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satisfy, but they only increase discontent
They immgine that whining, grumbling,
complaining will correct wrongs, but it
only multiplies them.

The straight thinker knows there is no
happiness apart from right doing; the clear
mind realizes that “happy is that people
.. . whose God is the Lord.” Psalm 144:15.

“Nothing tends more to promote health
of body and of soul than does a spirit of
gratitude and praise. It is a positive duty
to resist melancholy, discontented thoughts,
and feelings,—as much a duty as it is to
pray."—Minisiry of Healing, p. 251,
Do—TAKE AN INTEREST IN OTHERS,

We were not made to live as hermits
sepatate and apatt from others but to be
of murual help and benefit t0 each other.
The Bible plainly tells us that it is not
good 1o be alone. The most modern mental
hospitals today encourage patienss to help
one another. They will sometimes bring
a gwoup of the patienss together for the
sole purpose of having them examine the
others’ problems and help work cut a solu-
tion. The patient who takes an active part
in helping someone else often receives the
greatest benefit himself, We might say that
it is a law of the mind that the more it
imparts the more it has. Strange, 15 it not?
But a teacher who imparts knowledge learns
mote than the pupils, The preacher who
gives away the bread of heaven is himself
nourished.

God could have sent angels to this earth
to pteach, to nurse the sick, to give Bible
studies, to do colporteur work, and to
speak a word of cheer to the discouraged
and lonely; but He did not. This work has
been entrusted to us for our good. He
desires that we shall receive the benefit our-
selves from helping othets, for we cannot
pour perfume on someome without in-
haling the fragrance. We cannot dtaw a
soul pearer to God without coming closer
1o Him ourselves.

“Good deeds are twice a blessing, bene-
fiting both the giver and the receiver of
the kindness. The consciousness of right-
doing is ome of the best medicines for
diseased bodies and minds.”"—Mimistry of
Healing, p. 257.

DO—ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY.

Putting all the blame for your mistakes
on others does not turn your failure into
a success not does whining, “He made me
do ir,” rectify a wtong. Accept responsi-
bility and stand on your own two feet.

The capacity to carry responsibility grows
by cultivating the ability to make right de-
cisions and by exercising the will power
to say NO to tempration.

Watching others win the victoty is no
benefit to you. Jump into the water your-
self if you expect to learn to swim. Do not
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stop to weep over your mistakes; try again
and again until you conquer. If you succeed,
people will soon forget about your mistakes;
but if you give up, you are yousself a
failure. Every school boy knows that Thomas
Edison invented the eleceric light, but few
know how many failures he made before
reaching his goal.

“An ordinary mind, well disciplined,
will accomplish more and higher work
than will the most highly educated mind
and the greatest talents without self-control,”
—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 335.
Do—KEEP WELL AND STRONG,

“To neglect the body is to neglect the
mind.”—T estimonies, Vol, 3, p. 486.

The best way to keep well and strong is
to observe the simple rules of health, not
occasionally, but all the time. Some ruin
their health through idleness, and there are
others who neglect their rest and sleep. They
imagine that they will be ahead if they finish
their education in as short a period of time
as possible; therefore they dtive themselves
to work beyond their strength. Money
earned, lessons studied, or socials attended
at the loss of sleep and proper rest is too
expensive for safety. The price demanded
in tmental or physical testitution is entirely
out of proportion to value received. “Proper
periods of sleep and rest and an abundance
of physical exetcise are essential to health
of body and mind—Id.,, Vol. 7, p. 247.

Another important health rule that is
ignored so often today is regularity. The
one who is regular in his habits of eating,
sleeping, working, plaving, studying will
accomplish far more in the long run and
have more fun than the one who does things
under the impulse of the moment. Listen to
these startling words, “Irregularity has cre-
ated disorder in ydur house, and f con-
tinued, will cause your mind to sink inwo
imbecility.”—Id., Vol. 4, p. 498,
Do—HAVE FAITH IN GoOD.

Nothing is so stabilizing ro the mind
as a living faith in God. To know that
God is our Father and that He loves us
casts out fear. (Here are some texts that
may be used: Isajah 26:3; Psalm 119:165;
Matthew 6:31-34; Philippians 4:19; He-
brews 13:5; 1 Corinthians 10:13.)

CHORUS: “For the Beauty of Jesus,” No. 29,

AVOID—

AVOID-~CLUTTERING UP THE MIND WITH

TRASH.

A large number of insane people live in
an imaginary world inhabited with people
of their own cteation. This place of fancy
is more teal to them than the world in which
they live. They may talk to these imaginary
people and “hear” voices talk to them. They
“see” things normal people cannot see and
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“feel” things that do not exist. Although
their bodies ate on this earth of reality, their
minds are floating around in a daydteam
world. How did these poor folk become so
deranged? One reason is their choice of
reading. The reading of love stories, novels,
and thrillers or seeing these fanciful plots
pictured upon the screen focuses the thoughts
on imaginary things, and after a time the
mind is wnable to distinguish between real
and fancy. “It is a law of the mind that it
gradually adapts itself to the subjects upan
which it is trained to dwell,"—Patriarchs
and Prophets, p. 596, We should recognize
that it is Satan’s studied plan to cause one
to forget about reality and become absorbed
in the comics, the novels, and the cheap
reading that curse our land, But listen to
these startling words, "Many an inmate of
the insane asylum has become such through
the habit of novel reading.”—Ministry of
Healing, p. 446. We read the testimony
given to one individual: “You have indulged
in novel and stoty reading until you live in
an imaginary world. The influence of such
reading is injurious to both the mind and
the body: it weakens the intellect. . . . At
times your mind is scarcely sane, because
the imagination has been overexcited and
diseased by reading fictitions stories.”—
Testimonies, Vol. 4, p. 497.

“The memory is greatly injured by ill-
chosen reading, which has a tendency to un-
balance the reasoning powers, and to create
netvousness, weariness of the brain, and
prostration of the entire system.”—I&#d.
AVOID—IDLENESS.

“It iz the idle mind that is Satan's work-
shap.”—Education, p. 190.

“Pespondent feelings are frequently the
result of toa much leisure.—Coznsels on
Health, p. 629,

“The human mind becomes dwarfed and
enfeebled when dealing with commonplace
matters only, never rising above the level
of the things of time and sense to grasp
the mysteries of the unseen."—Id., p. 257.

“The mind will contract its powers and
lose its ability if it is not exercised to ac-
quire additional knowledge, and put to the
stretch to comprehend the revelations of
divine power in nature and in the sacred
Ward,"—Ibid.

The mind as well as the body loses its
strength when allowed to idle.
AVOID—THINKING ABOUT YOURSELF.

“Forget self, and think of something
cheerful ”—Testimonies, Vol. 2, p. 530.

“Unless you cultivate a cheerful, happy,
grateful frame of mind, Satan will eventually
lead you captive at his will.”——Id., Vol. 1,
p. 704. How can this ever be? Listen to the
reasons given here: “The depressing and
even ruinous effect of anger, discontent, self-
ishness, ar impurity |, . , should be shown.”
—Edncation, p. 197. These four demons
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should be given no place in our thinking.

Thinking about unpleasant experiences,
mistakes made, or troubles endured is very
depressing, "Nothing is so fruitful a cause
of disease as depression, gloominess, and
sadness.”—Testimonies, Vol. 1, p. 702,

"It is a religious duty to discipline the
mind to dwell upon cheerful subjects.”—
Connsels on Health, p. 628.
AVOID-—BEING SENSITIVE, SUSPICIOUS, OR

JEALOUS.

It is poor mental hygiene to be sensitive.
The man or woman who allows his feclings
to be hurt over slights, mistrearment, and
unkind rematks is unbappy most of the
time. Life is too short to spend it in nursing
grievances about the way people treat us.
Everyone is forgotten sometime; everyone
has unkind remarks made about him occa-
sionally. If the report is true, correct your
way of living; if the report is false, forget
it—it is nat worth remembering. A sus-
picious person is miserable. To think some-
one is against you, trying to get you, is
enough to drive one insane. Remember, as
far as your mental health is concerned, it is
a thousand times better to consider everyone
in the werld your friend and be wrong than
to imagine everyone is your enemy and he
right. After all are you sure you ate so
impottant that someone is taking his time
and energy to tty ta defeat you? Do not try
to cover up your imperfections by accusing
somecne of “holding you down.”

Usually jealousy is an acknowledgment
of defeat. Someone has a better voice, more
money, a higher position; and we become
jealous. Remember God has never asked
any of us to do better than someone else,
but He does expect vou and me to do our
best, It is a noble person who can see and
appreciate talent or superiority in others.
AvVOI—"GIVING IN” TO YOUR FEELINGS,

Do you take a pill every time your head
hurts or go to bed when you feel a little
“under the weather?” Then you are headed
for trouble, The more one thinks abouf
himself, the sicker he becomes. "One of
the surest hindrances to the recovery of the
sick is the centeting of attention upon them-
selves."—Mimstry of Healing, p. 256,

“A great deal of the sickness which afflicts
humanity has its origin in the mind"—
Counsels on Health, p. 349.

“Many are lifelong invalids who might
be well if they only thought so.”—I4., p.
344,

“Sickness of the mind prevails every-
where, Nine tenths of the diseases from
which men suffer have their foundation
here.”—1Id., p. 324.

AVOID—INJURING THE BRAIN.

(1 Corinthians 6719, 20.) The brain isa
very delicate otgan of the body and must re-
ceive special care ar it will become defective
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and cease to function properly if injured
or abused. One of the surest ways of crip-
pling the brain is by the use of alcohol. In
fact the cerebrum, the part with which we
think and make decisions, seems to be af-
fected almost immediately after the Arst
swallow. The more one drinks the less and
less capable this part of the brain becomes
until it ceases to work altogether. We say
one is dead drunk. Tobacco is another
enemy to the brain. It dulls the thinking
and hinders the memory.

The brain requires a rich supply of blood
to work properly. Meat eating and over-
eating clog the system and thus hinder the
supply of blood needed for good thinking.

Impure thinking leads to impure acts,
and impure acts may cause one of the worst
kinds of brain disease, “Fot to be carnally
minded is death; but to be spiritually minded
is life and peace.” Romans 8:6.
AVOID—FBAR, WORRY, AND ANXIETY.

The less we think about God, the more
we are likely to worry and be afraid. The
more we think about the things of this
world and conform to the habits and cus-
toms as portrayed in 2 Timothy 3:1-5, the
more likely we are to fit the condition in
Luke 21:26, “Men’s hearts failing them
for fear.”

“The continual wotry is wearing out the
life forces."—~Ministry of Healing, p. 481.

“We should not rebel, or worry ourselves
out of the hand of Christ"—Desire of
Ages, p. 301.

“Despondency in God’s service is sinful
and unreasonable."—Ministry of Healing,
p- 481.
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WHAT IS THAT IN THINE
HAND?

BY GEORGE W, LISCOMBE
ORDER OF SERVICE

DEVOTIONAL AND FEATURES

SoNG.
INVOCATION.
SECRETARY'S REPORT,
SYF REPORTS.
ANNOUNCEMENTS,
REPORTS OF COMMITTESS,
PROMOTION OF SOCIETY FEATURES.
OFFERTORY.
RESPONSIVE SCRIPTURE READING.
PRAYER, INCLUDING A PRAYER IN UNI-
SON.
M.V, PLEDGE, REPEATED IN UNISON.
DEVOTIONAL CHORUS,
Discussion
THREE TALKS:
“What Is That in Thine Hand?”
“God Is Able to Use You.”
“Are You Willing?”
ROUND TABLE.
PoEM: "Reason for Life.” {Page 11.)
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CLOSING

SoNG.
BENEDICTION, OR REPETITION OF A
VERSE 1IN UNISON.

Notes to Leaders

This progtam is designed to encourage
a morfe active patt in the current Ingathering
campaign. We have endeavored to point
out the possibilities in service for God fot
every Seventh-day Adventist. Ingathering
can be made a soul-winning program, and
that is our alm.

Plan with your pastor and missionary
leader for some definite time to be spent
in this work. Have the material ready and
. the territory outlined to launch out this
next week. If Ingatheting is finished in
your church, plan some other type of active
missionary work.

After the poem is presented, ask for
volunteers to join you in the activities
planned. Perhaps vou will be using sing-
ing bands, have a field day, or individual
door-to-deor solicitation.

God will richly bless as you seek to
lead our young people to adventure for Him.

What Is That in Thine
Hand?

For many years God's chosen people had
been suffering in bondage to a heathen
nation. God heard theit cries and their
prayers. It had come time for God to do
something for them. For many years He
had been leading and directing in the life
of His servant Moses for this very time.
From the day that Moses was born, angels
from heaven influenced and guided his
steps.

Moses was keeping watch over Jethro's
flocks, His trusty shepherds rod was his
only means of help and defense in that
treachetous territory, God called Moses in
a miraculous way. He saw a bush burning,
but it was not being consumed, Moses drew
near. God spoke to him. The message to
Moses that day could not be misunderstood.
God had chosen him to return to Egypt, to
rally the flagging zeal of the Israelites, to
appeal to Pharaoh, and to lead the children
of lIsrael in & victorious march out of
bondage into the liberty of the Promised
Land.

Moses was tken aback by the magnitude
of the task before him. The difficulties in
the way appeared to him in many different
ways, They seemed too large for his feeble
capabilities, God then directed this ques-
tion 10 him: “Whar is that in thine hand?”
And Moses said, “A rod.” Exodus 4:2. God
knew the rod was in Moses’ hand. He
wanted to call his attention to the great
possibilities in anything, no matter how
common, in His service. Moses threw the
rod to the ground. It became a serpent, He
took the serpent by the tail, and it became
his rod again. Moses was convinced that
God would use his talents and capabilities
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in this great task. God sent Moses to Egypt
and finally by simple means Moses was able
to lead the Israelites out of Egyptian bond-
age.

God will use what He has given oz
as you share your faith,

Two ladies were Ingathering in one of
out large cities. They came to a small shoe
repair shop. The young man behind the
counter was not much interested as they
presented their canvass. Finally in not too
good English, he said, “I do not read
English; 1 am Hungarian.” One lady slipped
out of the store, and the other continued
to talk to the young man, The lady returned
in a few minutes and handed him an In-
gathering magazine in the Hungarian lan-
guage. The young man was embarrassed and
admitted he could not read Hungarian.

He began to ask questions about Seventh-
day Adventist doctrines and finally asked,
“Do you believe that Jesus is coming so
soon that I should change my ways of living
today?” The answer of course was, “Yes.”
He asked the ladies to kneel with him and
pray that God would forgive his sins and
accept him as one of His childten,

God entered his heart and life and today
that young man is training in a Seveg.th-day
Adventist college preparing 1o be 2 Seventh.
day Adventist minister.

Pethaps your talent is just as simple as
a shepherd’s rod. It may be a part of your
everyday business. Your veice, your accom-
plishment—whatever it is—God can wke
and use in His service,

God Is Able to Use You

1 like the story in Daniel 3 of how three
young men were able to say to a proud
king, “"Our God whom we serve is able
1o deliver us from the burning fiery furnace,
and He will deliver us out of thine hand,
O king.” Daniel 3:17. God did deliver them.

Down thtough the ages God has had
watchcare over His people and has provided
for every emergency. He is able to use you
in these last tremendous times for God's
work.

John Bunyan's famous book Pilgrin's
Progress, loved through the ages, was wtitten
when Bunyan, in the Bedford jail, dreamed

a dream, and, as he expressed it, “began,

unraveling the dream out of my heart”

John was not always a Christian preacher,
writer, or revealer of the hidden caverns of
the human soul, He fell into a slough
of sin during his soldiering days. Then
God took a hand in his man-building.

One night he was to stand sentinel
during a battle, bur just as time came for
him to go on duty, a soldier suggested,
“John, let me stand sentinel for you to-
night.”

Seeing no reason why his friend should
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or should not, John finally said, “All right.”

That night the stand-in sentinel was shot
through the head. And Bunyan, thus saved
from a tragical death, through z chain of
providences was moved by the divine hand
until he met “holy Mr. Gifford,” who
introduced him to Christian’s FPriend and
John’s lifetime Companion, the Master,

The world has never yet seen what God
can do through a man wholly consectated
10 him. Moody's answer to the soul-challeng-
ing thought was, “Lord, I will be that man.”
Before he was through with the soul winner,
God had taken the man—who had been
a needy orphan fatmed out by his mother
for “board and bed”; a shoe clerk, won to
Christ by a shoe salesman; “crazy Moody,”
superintending a Chicago Sunday school of
two thousand, which he had built in a
stammering, stutering way from thirty-
eight Chicago ruffians whom he hired to
attend his first Sunday-school class; pastor
of the Moody Tabernacle in Chicago; and
world evangelist—and bent him into the
divine will.

Moody testified before his career ended
that he had prayed individually with seven
hundred fifty thousand sovls in his meetings
and had won, as it was estimated, a million
to the Master. The bending process pur
Moody into the swing of the divine carrent,
where God's power, and not the evangelist’s
human ability, was the soutce of his soul
winning.

Are You Willing?

Too often we hear people lamenting their
lack of talents. Some claim they would
work for God if they had the education,
ability, genius, or wealth. Your own talents
are to be used. What is in yowr hand? The
question is not one of how much ability
you have, but what you have dedicated. God
can work wonders with little, but that litde
must be consecrated to Him.

Let us remember that although the work
we have to do may not be our choice, jt
is 1o be accepted as God’s choice for us.
Whether pleasing or unpleasing, we are
to do the duty that lies nearesr, “Whatso-
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
thy might.” Ecclesiastes 9:10.

“We are to look upon every duty, how-
ever humble, as sacred because it is a parr
of God’s service, Qur daily prayer should
be, ‘Lord, help me to do my best. Teach
me how to do better work. Give me energy
and cheerfulness. Help me to bring into
my service the loving ministry of the
Saviour. "—Ministry of Healing, p. 474.

Fellow Missionary Volunteers, you have
the gospel of Jesus Christ in your hands.
God has seen fit to give it to you. God
would have you pass it on.

It was Ingathering day at an academy.
The young people wete scatteted over the
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entire county knocking on the doors and
visiting with the people. In a quiet little
town one of the girls was invited in by a
little old lady. They visited for several
minutes, and then a five-dollar bill changed
hands. After a short prayer in the home
the young lady went on her way. When
she arrived back at school in the evening
she turned in the lady’s name for a sub-
scription to one of our papers,

The school year quickly passed and it
was Ingathering day again. The same young
Jady was at the same door, In response to
her knock the door was opened by her
friend of the year before. She held in her
hand another five-dollar bill and said,
“Come on in. I heard vou were in town, and
I've been waiting for you. That Seventh-day
Adventist paper you sent is fine. I've Jeatned
so much about the Bible from it since you
were here. Could I attend your church?”

Yes, Ingathering is one phase of God’s
program in which we can all take part. God
will use our lips to tell of His love and
work. Ingathering gives us another oppor-
tunity to share our faith.

Are you willing to let God use you?

Round Table

LEADER: God has many ways of accom-
plishing His purposes that we know nothing
about. At times He has used simple means
in the hands of consecrated men and women,
These six young people will discuss some
Bible characters and hnw God used their
talents for Him. Can you think of a man
in the Bible who used simple instruments
to win a glorious victory for God's people?

FIRST PERSON: Yes, Gideon.

LEADER: Tell us abour, it

FIRST PERSON: If I remember correctly,
in Judges 6 and 7 the story of Gideon’s
great victory over the hosts of Midian is
told. Gideon used only three hundred men
carefully chosen for their dependence on
God. The men under Gideon carried trum-
pets and covered lamps. At the proper mo-
ment the pitchers covering the lamps were
broken, The lights burst out, The trumpets
blew, and the Midianites were defeated.
The Israelites did not need much in their
hands when God was nn their side.
(See Patriarchs and Propbets, pp. 546-554,
for further details if desired.)

SECOND PERSON: Didn’t Samson do a
remarkable picce of work for the Lord one
time? It seems to me that in Judges 15 the
-story is recorded. Samson was bound but
broke the cords holding him and immedi-
ately set upon his captors. The only weapon
near was the jaw bone of an animal, and
with it he destroyed one thousand enemies
of God's people. (Note Patriarchs and
Prophets, pp. 563, 564.)

THIRD PERSON: In the time of Jesus
a small boy was used of God in a remarkable
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way. You remember Matthew 15:32-39,
The multitude had been listenihg to Jesus
for three days. Many of them were npo
doubt hungty, Jesus had His disciples take
an inventory of the food available, One
young lad presented his lunch to be used
any way that Jesus desired. Jesus took the
small lunch and multiplied it to feed four
thousand men as well as the women and
children,

FOURTH PERSON: Sometimes God uses
people who have nothing in their hands.
When Queen Esther (see Esther 5) stood
before the king in that time of grave crisis
for God’s people, she was empty-handed,
God rewarded her courage and faith, and
she received favor in the eyes of the king;
and later she was able to save God's people
from the terrible fate that evil men had
planned.

FirTH PERSON: In the third chapter of

March 4

NEW HORIZONS IN
INTER-AMERICA

By ARTHUR H. RoTH
ORDER OF SERVICE

SONG: “Let the Lower Lights Be Burning,”
No. 79 in M.V. Songs.

PRAYER,

SECRETARY'S REPORT.

OFFERTORY,

SYF REPORTS.

Dugt: "Missionary Volunteers,” No. 83.

SUPERINTENDENT'S TALK: "New Horizons
in Inter-America.” (Page 12.)

STORY: “Olaya Witnessed on the Colombia
Horizon.” (Page 12.)

STORY: “Gnspel Advance Among the Maya.
Quiches.” (Page 13.)

TALK: “Adventist Education in the An-
tilles.,” (Page 14.)

S0NG: “We've a Story to Tell o the Na-
tions,” No. 80.

BENEDICTION.

Note to Superintendents

We are suggesting that today you look
over the material presented under the Senior
topics for today and adapt the talks and
stories suggested ot any other part of this
program that meets the needs of your boys
and girls.

- L -

“To every one who offers himself tn the
Yord for service, withholding nothing, is
given power for the attainment of measure-
less results'—Testimonges, Vol. 7, p. 30.
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the book of Acts there is the story of Peter
and John going into the temple to pray.
A man who had been lame all his life
was near by begging, Peter acknowledged
he had nothing in his hands but commanded
the Jame man to stand upon his feet and
walk, The crippled man didn't bother to
walk. He ran and jumped for joy.

S1XTH PERSON: I think perhaps David
locked rather foolish as he walked out on
the field in sight of both armies. The giant,
Goliath, was dressed in all the up-to-date
armor of the day and had a helper to carry
the extra equipment. David was dressed in
his regular shepherd’s clothing and carried

a sling and 2 few smooth stopes. God was

on his side, and in 2 few moments God had
given him victory.

LBADER: Yes, in the hands of consecrated
people God does use simple means and
methods for the advancement of His work.

March 11
IT REALLY PAYS

By H. J. BERGMAN
ORDER. OF SERVICE

OPENING SONG: "When We Walk With
the Lord,” No. 582 in Charch Hymnal,
PRAYER.
ANNOUNCEMENTS.
OFFERTORY.
REPORTS.
SPECIAL MuUsIC,
SCRIPTURE READING.
TALKS:
“How to Be Qut-of-the-Ordinary.”
“How to Practice Fair Play.”
“"The Most Popular Person in School.”
DISCUSSION,
CLOSING SoNG: “Father, We Come to
Thee,” No, 599.
BENEDICTION.

Notes to Superintendents

This particular topic, dealing as it does
with fair play, can be brought much closer
home to every Junior in every society than
can most subjects. Especially will this be
true in the schoolroom; for by emphasizing
the personal application, the program can
be used as a definite aid in reducing disci-
plinary problems. If possible have the speak-
ers use the printed talks merely as guides in
preparing discourses that will fit the patticu-
lar situation, The suggested questions for
the discussion period can be changed to £t
the situation as well, In fact this substitu-
tion is urged. The essential thing is to get
each individual 1o apply to himself the
thoughts brought out. By following the
above suggestions, a good start in that
direction will have been made.
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How to Be Qut-of-the-
Ordinary

At many stockyards there is kept an old
ram whose job it is to be a guide for the
sheep that come in. As you may know, sheep
are not as bright as they might be; and if
they are being dtiven through narrow pas-
sageways and strange doors and gates, they
often become excited and get to be very
difficult to handle. This is where the old
ram plays his part, Because he knows just
where to go and is accustomed to the ex-
citement of the yards, he starts right out
without hesitation, and the flock meekly
follows, Sheep will always follow a leader;
and, even though he may be taking them to
their doom, they will follow him without
question.

Now I want you to do some serious
thinking about yourself for a minute, Did
you ever stop to wonder if perhaps you
were being just like a poor dumb sheep
when you were doing something just be-
cause everyone else was doing it, regardless
of whether it was a good idea or not?
Think—did you buy most of your clothes
just because those particular styles were the
fashion and everyone else does? If you
answered ves to those Questions, you are
coming dangerously near to being just like
the sheep.

Now let me'ask you three more questions.
Answer them to yourself, honestly. What
kind of a friend would you rather have—
one who did what everyone else did, or
one who had some ideas of his own and
thus could be depended upon t0 make
everything you did together interesting?

How about the important people in the
church? Are they just one of the crowd
with no particular abilities or qualifications?

Which students are the leaders at school?
Are they students who do just whatever
everyone else does, ot are they the ones
who have new ideas, who can do things, and
who do not show off to gain attention?

The last question I want you to answer
is this: Would you like to be someone out-
of-the-ordinary? Would you like to be a
leadet instead of just another sheep? If
you would, let me give you a hint. You
may not have a goed voice, be good look-
ing, or be a wondetful athlete; but if you
always play fair in everything, you are well
on your way to being something better than
a sheep.

This does not mean that you just do
not cheat in games; it is much more than
that, It really means at all times to treat
othet people the same way you would
like to be treated. Sad to say, most people
do what they want no matter what trouble
it causes someone else. Those people are
not only responsible for most of the trouble
on this old planet of ours, but they are
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being poor dumb sheep. They think they
ate being smart, when actually they are
following Satan to everlasting death—the
same as the sheep follow the old ram into
the slaughterhouse.

It is always true that the person who is
the most popular will be the petson who
plays fair with everyone abour him. He will
never do anything that will bother someone
else ot will hure him. True, you may find
people who do not play fair, but because
of some talent or something appesr to be
popular; but if you were to ask the people
who knew them if they really liked them,
the answer would be no.

Again we ask the question: Do you
want 10 be out-of-the-ordinaty, popular, and
well liked? If so, then play fair. You will
be surprised at the results,

How to Practice Fair Play

(NOTE TO SPEAKER: By making appro-
priate comments on the various points given
below, and by adding points that fir your
particular situation, you can make this
talk someching of real value to every
listener. )

All of us want to be popular and well
liked. That js a common human trait.
The trouble is that some of us go about
it in the wrong way. Instead of becoming
populat, we become notorious. If you do
not know the meaning of that word, perhaps
this little example will help: The person
that others like to have about is popular;
a murderer is nototious, yet both of them
are well known. Certainly none of us wants
10 become famous because we do wrong,
yet many boys and girls acwally think that
the way to be well liked is to become
nototious by disobedience, playing pranks,
and harming other people ot their propetty,

“All right then,” someone asks, “what
should a petson do or not do if he wants
to be well liked by his companions?” That
is a good question; because if someone tells
you not to do something, then he should
tell you what to do instead.

Here are twenty suggestions that will
give a good idea of what the truly popular
boy ot girl is like, You might call these
suggestions, “Ideas on How to Play Fair,”
because playing fair is the key to being well
liked by everyone you meet.

THE JUNIOR WHO PLAYS FAIR WILL DO
THE FOLLOWING:

* Keep his body and clothing clean, thus
keeping from annoying those about him
because of his appearance or odor.

* Live healthfully, for the healthy person
is the happy person.

* Be always cheerful, for nn one likes a
grouch,

* Have a friendly smile and word for
everyone; there is no quicker way to win
friends.
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* Be willing to help anyone who needs
help.

* Be willing to take part in Sabbath school,
M.V, Society, and other programs when
asked.

* Be courteous to everyone he meets. |

* Never hure another’s feelings if he can
possibly help it

* Be reverent in the house of God.

* At any public meeting always be orderly
so that others can enjoy the meedng.

* Be willing to take the hard, dirty jobs
that no one else wants,

* Work hard in campaigns and on ptojects

in which he is asked to help.

Be honest in all his business dealings.

Always tell the truth.

Always be fair when playing games.

Never take advantage of anothet person

who may be smaller or weaker.

Keep his temper under control.

Never harm or destroy things that are

not his.

* Co-operate with whoever is in charge.

* QObey instructions without asking foolish
questions,

Some of these suggestions may seem hard
to carry out, but the person who follows
them, even if he should fail many times,
will find that it really pays; for he will
be liked and respected by everyone he meets.

* % ¥ %

*

The Most Popular Person in
School

A few years ago in one of our colleges
there was a young man who lacked every
talent that most of us think we must have
if we are going to be popular, yet he was the
best-liked person in the school. Many of
the other students puzzled over his success
in making friends and spent a good deal
of time trying to find out his secret.

Certainly there were few people in school
who seemed less fitted. He was homely.
His voice sQueaked. He was tall and thin,
and he seemed to flop when he walked in
the wind. The most expensive clothes,
which he did not have by the way, would
have hung on him like gunny sacks on a
scarectrow. He was not an "A” or even a
“B” student. He recetved “C” gtades only
after tremendous effort. He could not sing
or play any musical instruments, and what-
ever attempts he made along that line
would have been uproariously funny except
that you could not help fecling sorry for
him. As for playing games, giving talks,
or anything else you might suggest, he
was simply hopeless. Still he was the best-
liked person in school. ’

The secret of his success was very simple:
he played fair with everyone, He was always
ready to help anyone around him if he
possibly could, He was one petson to whom
you could tell all your troubles and not have
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to wotry about his telling everyone. He
had a friendly smile and word for even the
unpopular ones in school. He tried never
to hutt anather’s feelings, He always worked
hard at any job given him. He was always
your friend, no matter what happened to
you.

Very few people have as little chance to
be popular as this young man had—vet
how few ever approach his popularity. Are
you taking advantage of your chances?

Discussion

(NOTE TO LEADER: The following five
questions are intended merely as sugges-
tions. Use others that may evoke a more
general response from your members, if
you need to, The important thing is to
get them to express their ideas, for by
doing so they will be brought to think
more about the importance of fair play
than by any illustration given them.)

1. Does fair play have a place in the
classroom?

2. Does fair play have a place in the
Sabbath school?

3. Does fair play have a place in the
home?

4, Is annoying others fair play?

5. Is it possible nat to play fair with
God?

¥ * ¥
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KEEP A SONG IN MY
HEART

By H. R. NELSON
ORDER OF SERVICE

SONG SERVICE: Nos. 54, 65, 110 in M. V.
Songs.

OPENING SONG: “"He Keeps Me Singing,”
No. 18,

PRAYER.

ANNOUNCEMENTS,

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

OFFERING,

SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 148.

TALK: “Serve the Lord With a Song”

SoNG: "Happy, Loyal Junioss!” No. 57.

STORY: “Singing in the Jungle”

BLACKBOARD EXERCISE.

SONG: “In the Service of the King,” No, 82.

BENEDICTION.

Note to Superintendents

The purpose of this meeting is to help
our bays and girls realize that singing is
part of worship and that singing is done
by thase who are happy in the service of
God. If a Junior keeps a song in his heart,
he crowds our the undesirable things. Be-
fore a Junior can keep 2 song in his heart,
it must first be placed there. Teach the boys
and girls good songs—give them appor-
tunity to sing these songs often—fix them
in theit memories so that they do not always
need a songbhook to sing.

Serve the Lord With a Song
“Serve the Lord with gladness: come

befare His presence with singing.” Psalm
100:2,
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A truly happy Junior does setve the Lard
with gladness. It just seems natural for the
boy and girl who serves the Lord to be
happy. No one feels like singing when he is
unhappy. .

Bill and George were a little late to
school one morning. The school had as-
sembled for the regular weekly J. M. V.
Meeting. The opening song was announced
by the leader. "I sing because I'm happy,”
rang through the classroom, But Bill and
George did not sing. They just looked down
at the floor. They simply could not sing.
This was rather odd, for both boys usually
liked to sing. The teacher noticed it and the
rest of the Juniors did, too. I am sure
neither of the boys remembered much of
the program that morning. Classes did not
scem the same either, Even some of the
other boys and girls lost their smiles.

What was the matter anyway? The
teacher decided to talk to the boys during
recess. Both bhoys were courteous but def-
initely not in a mood to talk very much.
Things continued about the same duting
the rest of the day. Something had to be
done, so the teacher asked both boys to
temain after school,

After some questioning, the boys con-
fessed to the teacher, The boys had stopped
at the corner store. While no one was
looking, one of the boys tock two candy
bars, They had to finish them befote enter-
ing school—that is why they were a little
late. All was well until the singing starced;
neither boy could sing because he was not
happy. He knew he had sinned and so was
very unhappy.

After prayer with the teacher, the boys
decided to go back and pay for the candy
and ask forgiveness. It was hatd to do, but
once over they felt so much better. The
boys parted, each going home; and as they

walked-down the street, they statted whis- .

tling the tufie, "I sing because I'm happy.”
Yes, Juniors, let us keep a song in our
hearts and be happy. Serve the Lord with
gladness, then we can come before His
presence with singing.
Let us sing together, “"Happy, Loyal
Junicrs!” No, 37 in M, V. Songs.
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Singing in the Jungle

Twa little girls lived in Africa with
their parents who were missionaries. One
day the girls got permission to visit some
neighbors about two miles away. Mother
told them to bhe back before dark as the
lions often roamed about after dark,

The two girls reached the neighbors
safely and were having much fun playing,
The day passed quickly; and before the
girls realized it, the sun was setring.

“Oh, look, it is nearly sunset. We must
hurry home,” said the older girl

They quickly said good-by to their friends
and started for home. The girls walked as
fast as they could, but it soon became dark,
They were brave girls as they walked along
the dark road. Suddenly they stopped.

“What was that?” asked lictle sister.

“That was a lion,” replied the older girl.

“What shall we do? How will we ever
get home? Will the lions get us?” Questions
flew fast from the little girl

By this time lions could be heard in
front of the girls and behind them. The
girls stopped. They prayed that God would
be with them. Then as they started up the
road, they began to sing: “Anywhere with
Jesus I can safely go, anywhere He leads
me in this world below.”

Walking straight down the road and
singing as loudly as they could, they soon
forgot all about the lions. With a song
in their hearts they reached hame safely.

Blackboard Exercise

Have the boys and girls make sentences
of their own using the letters of the law
which says: Keep a Song in Your Heart.
Here are some suggestive sentences:

K—ili the blues with a song.

Ernter.the church with a song.

EF—vik thoughts flee from a gospel song.
P—raise God with song.

A-—ny day is brighter if it is met with a
song.

§—hare your faith with a song.

(—thers are blessed by your singing.

N—ight turns to day when you sing.

G—o on God’s errands with a song.

J—nspire others to serve God by singing.
N—ever grow weary of singing.

Y—ou'll be happier if you sing.

O —utside the birds are singing.

YJ—rp in the treetop the robin sings.
R—omp and sing with joy each day.

H—=caven sounds the Master’s praises.
F—levate your thoughts with a song.
A—lways praise the Lord with a song.
R —eveal the Master in song.

T—alk to God with a song
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TRIUMPHS OF FAITH

By WARREN N. WITTENBERG
QORDER QF SERVICE

SONG: “We've a Story to Tell to the Na-
tions,” No. 80 in M. V, Songs.

PRAYER.

SCRIPTURE READING.

OFFERTORY.

REPORTS OF SYF BANDS,

SECRETARY'S REPORT.

SPECIAL Music.

SyMPOSIUM: “Ingathering Methods.”

SToRrY: “Watching for Souls.”

STORY: “A Junior Succeeds.”

STORY: “When Jupiors Make Headlines.”

Srory: “Even Non-Adventist Children Do
Ingathering,”

SympostuM: “T'll Do Ingathering This Year
Because of the —.”

SoNG: “The Caprain Calls for You,” No.
75.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF PLANS AND ORGAN-
IZATION OF INGATHERING.

BENEDICTION,

Notes to Superintendents

In concluding this program, we suggest
that a short, heart-to-heart appeal be made
to the Juniors to participate in Ingathering
this yvear. Urge each Junior who is a church
member to try to raise the full Minute
Man goal of $18.23. All other Juniors
should try to raise the Junior goal which is
$9.12. Then possibly it would be well to
pass out slips of paper on which each one
could put his name and the method of
Ingathering he would prefer doing.

Be sure that adult chaperons are provided
for all Juniors, whether they are Ingather-
ing in groups or singly. Supervision for
Juniors in this work is wery importanmt.

Ingathering Methods

LEADER—You do it your way

And T'll do it mine,

But let’s all do Ingathering

And do it on time,
(NOTE: With this introduction and a few
more appropriate rematks, have several In-
gathering methods illustrated by Juniors,
either in pantomime or in actual demon.-
strations or with both mechods. We suggest
the following methods which have been
worked successfully. No doubt others could
be added.)

House-To-HOUSE WORK

One boy in Washington, D.C., went
from door to door in his own neighbor-
hood with this canvass: “"Good morning,
Wouldn't you like to give to help build
hospitals and schools and mission stations
for peedy people? This is Jesus' work, and
we need dollar bills to help His work
around the world.” In one hour he got
$23.37.

Mary Standard donned the nurse’s uni-
form that her mother made for her and
with a chaperon went house-to-house solicit-
ing in the evening. She did very well. Upon
learning that she was associated with one

THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

of our sanitariums, one man gave her
$10.00 because his own litede girl had
received such fine treatment at that sani-
tarium.
WORKING IN FRONT OF STORES

A boy in Arlington, California, faith.
fully took his Ingathering can and stood
in front of stores several hours every day.
After a number of days his faithfulness was
rewarded and blessed by God, for he
gathered a total of $50 for Ingathering.

In Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, three sisters
working together gathered in well over
8400 last year. Lois and Ruby Cooley each
collected over $100, and Lillian brought in
8200, They worked along the sidewalk
in busy business areas distributing the Sing-
ing Band leafler, As they with big smiles
held out their cans, they said, “For hospitals
and schoels—would you like to help?”

SOLICITING IN PARKING LOTS

Charles and Carol of the Southern Cali-
fornia Conference determined to make their
goal which they had set at $100 cach. Last
year they had a goal of $50. Bach day
during their spring vacation, they would
start early in the motning and work until
late in the afterncon giving their canvass
from door to door by uniquely saying it
in umisom, They solicited $76 this way,
making $38 each. Carol had to go on a
trip; since then Charles has been working
with eithesr David or Errol in the Seass,
Rocbuck parking lot. One Monday night
Charles and David received $17.30 in the
two hours they were there. To date Charles
has £105, Carol $50, David $45, and Errol
$40. This does not include what they have
received in the singing band. Of special
interest: They were all baptized in Feb-
tuary, they wenr their J. M. V. wniforms
while soliviting, the boys are in the sixth
grade, Carol is in the fifth, and they have
worked hard,

WORKING IN THE AMUSEMENT PARK

Duayne Minifie, age 10, has more than
his personal goal of $100. Last vear he
received $§75; most of it was solicited in
the amusement park. This year the police
gave him and his companion a certain
time to solicit in this territory, and all the
children who participated did very well,
some getting between $20 and $30.
WORKING House To HOUSE ON SUNDAY

MORNING

This has been found very successful in
many places.

HELPING WITH SINGING BAND

In one place four gitls do the singing
while two boys do the soliciting.
INGATHERING BY CORRESPONDENCE

One Junior boy and his mother, living
in the southwestern part of the United
States, wrote to the boys non-Christian
uncle. They sent him an Ingathering paper
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in the regular duplex envelope, which may
be obtained from the Missionary secretary.
{Have one on band to show the Juniors.)
To their happy surprise, the uncle sent
them $50.

Watching for Souls

Two boys, Jack and Don, age 12, sat
in their church in Ohio one Sabbath morn-
ing listening as their pastor announced an
Ingathering field day for the following day.
After a whispered discussion, Jack and Don
stood to signify that they would meet at
the church the next morning and spend
the entire day Ingathering.

The two boys wese early at the church
the next day; and when the pastor arrived,
they were busily engaged practicing on each
other, Don and his mother had been mem-
bets of the church less than a year, so
this was to be a new experience for him.

As the boys approached the first house,
there was some discussion as to who would
ting the bell and who would present the
first canvass. Evidently the lady did not
appreciate being disturbed so early Sunday
morning zs she did not open the door too
wide and said rather gruffly, “What do you
want?” '

This reception caused both of them to
forget their prepared speeches, but Jack
recovered in time to show her the Ingather-
ing paber.

The lady's next response, "You are
Seventh-day Adventists, and I don’t believe
in either the seventh day or the advent,”
was almost too much for them,

Jack was speechless this time; but Don,
the new Seventh-day Adventist, began with,
“Do you believe the Bible?”

The astonished lady in the doorway
opened the door wider to answer with an
emphatic, “Yes!”

“Well,” said Don, “the Bible says
you have a Bible?”

By this time the boys were inside,
and Don was searching the lady’s Bible for
Bxodus 20:8-11 and other texts on the
Sabbath. Then Don turned to John 14:1-3
and told her of Christ’s second coming.
Jack was taking part in the discussion now
and the two of them gave a fine presenta-
tion of some of the beliefs of Seventh-day
Adventists.

The Lord blessed them; and as they
concluded their visit, they received a sub-
stantial offering for Ingathering. Needless
o say Jack and Don were enthusiastic in
their Ingathering all day.

—GEORGE W, LISCOMBE,

do

A Junior Succeeds

Paul was going away to a special school,
But what was he going to do about Ingather-
ing? He was to leave for school the week
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before the Ingathering campaign opened.
Then he arrived at the condusion that he
would have his own campaign. The next
time he was at the church he took some of
the Ingathering booklets which were already
in the office, and he was ready to begin.

On a snowy, dark day when the skies
seemed to be determined to bury the earth
with snow, Paul announced that he was
going Ingathering. His mother and his
Aunt Sally tried to dissuade him because
the weather was so bad, but he was firm.
He felt that everyone would be home. So,
taking a packet of Ingathering books, he
statted out to visit his neighbors. Before
noon he was back with half his goal. And
that great big jubilant smile had returned
to his face.

Paul was so enthused that absolutely
nothing could turn him back from making
anothet trip among his neighbors, and this
time he did not stop until he had all his
goal—and eighteen cents over.

The next Sabbath a very quiet, but a
very happy Paul sat in the next to the front
row at church and smiled shyly to himself
as the pastor told the congregation of the
Junior boy who had conducted his own
Ingathering campaign and was the first in
the church to reach his goal. At last Paul
felt as if he were really ready to go to
school next Monday, and he was especially
looking forward to the chance of sharing
his faith with his new schoolmates.

—M=RS. CHARLES SEITZ, Eait Pennsyl-

vanig Conference

When Juniors Make Headlines

The following is quoted from an
editorial in the Richmond, California, In-
dependent, 2 newspaper with 100,000 cir-
culation. “"An example of ambition and
initiative among young people in Richmond
is the work being conducted by members
of the Seventh-day Adventist church of
13th and Ohio Avenue,

“They are children between the ages of

eight and chirteen and they are making
solicitations to obtain $1,000 to go toward
the rebuilding of missions and churches in
Europe.

“Their admirable work began early this
month and it ends once they have reached
their $1,000 goal. After three weeks of
collecting—rtinging doorbells and standing
on street corners—the children had ob-
tained over $600.

"I met one young fellow working with
the church group this week, His name fs
Kurt. Kurt had just come home after a
quick dash from school, and he was starioned
on 4 corner with a container asking for
donations. It was an unpleasant day and
most youngsters of eight vears would have
found more desirable places to spend their
time. He repeated a rhythmic litdle speech
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to each passet-by which he had evidently
memorized: "Would you please give to aid
the rebuilding of European churches and
missions, Sir?’

“Mayor A. B. Hinkley said this week in
regard to the work being conducted by
the youngsters, ‘They have shown the true
American spirit and way of doing things
with their European church aid program,
Although they are only a small group,
their job is a big and important one’

“And truly rheir job is important. Not
so important to actually benefit Europe, but
1o serve as an example of the determinedness
and thoughtfulness of chis generation. That
is important.”

—Notthern Califotnia, Home Mission-
ary Bulletin.

Even Non-Adventist Children
Do Ingathering

In Huntington Park, California, two non-
Adventist pupils, ages eleven and twelve,
were Ingathering from house to house, One
lady, after giving a dollar, urged the boys
to solicit each house in the block. Then
she phoned the people that the boys were
coming, After that she told them to go to
her husband’s place of business to solicit
him,

They gave their canvass to her hushand.
He asked them to sit down and tell him
what Seventh-day Adventists believe. After
they had finished, he said, “My father and
mother died Seventh-day Adventists. I wane
you to come back this afterncon and tell
my brother-in-law what you have told me,
We are leaving for Texas tomorrow; but as
soon as we come back, I am going to church
and take my family every Sabbach.”

P’ll Do Ingathering This Year
Because of the—

Importance
Nehemiah
Greatness
Adventure
Teamwork
Help
Exceeding
Rich
Innumerable
Nearness
Gospel

Nore: We suggest two ways of present-
ing this: Have eleven Juniors with cards,
as above, pinned on or hanging in front
of them; or put the above material on the
blackboard. Then ler each Junior say a
few words in connection with his reason.
Tty to pick out Juniors who can speak from
experience in doing Ingathering, The ma-
terial which follows suggests thoughts upon
which each Junior may base his rematks for
his patticular word.
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IMPORTANCE OF FINISHING GOD'S WORK
so that we can go to heaven and bring
an end to sorrow, sickness, sin, and
death. See 2 Peter 3:10-13.

NEHEMIAH AND His WoONDERFUL EX-
AMPLE. He got contributions from un-
believers to build up God’s work. God
blegsed his plan. See the Book of Nehe-
miah in the Bible. Also Christian Service,
beginning page 172.

GREATNESS OF THE WORK. This is a
multimillion dollar project, and each one
must do his part.

ADVENTURE IN IT. Webster's definition of
adventure: “Bold undertaking; stitring
incidents.”

TEAMWORK [T PROVIDES. Like playing a
game, it is fun working together to make
our school or society come out victorious

" in reaching its goal.

HELP. It is a big help to our great foreign
mission work,

EXCEEDING LOVE OF Gob. He gave His
all for us. This is a chance to give time
and talent to show our love to Him.
See 1 John 3:16.

RICH BLESSINGS, They come to my soul
from doing wotk for God and those for
whom He died. See Psalm 126:6.

INNUMERABLE QPPORTUNITIES for soul
winning in personal visiting, distribution
of Ingathering literature, and enrolling
people in the Bible correspondence school,

NEARNESS OF CHRIST'S COMING, We may
not have many more opportunities to do
Ingathering. We must do all we can
now.

GoOsSPEL, COMMISSION. "Go ye into all the
world.” We may not be able to go in
person, but in doing Ingathering we
make it possible for others to go.

“Educate the youth to help the youth;
and in seeking to do this work each will
gain expetience that will qualify him to
become a consecrated worker in a larger
sphere. Thousands of hearts can be teached
in the most simple way."—Meisages to
Young People, p. 203.

“God will move upon men in humble
positions to declare the message of present
truth, Many such will be seen hastening
hither and thither, constrained by the
Spirit of God to give the light to those in
darkness. The truth is as a fire in their bones,
filling them with a burning desire to en-
lighten those who sit in darkness. Many,
even among the uneducated, will proclaim
the wotd of the Lotd. Children will be
impelled by the Holy Spirit to go forth to
declare the message of heaven. The Spirit
will be poured out upon those who vield
to His promptings.”—Testimonies, Vol. 7,
pp. 26, 27.
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PLANS FOR 1950 YOUTH
WEEK

i e e N S S L L S

Special Attention—
Pastors and M.V. Leaders

The Spring Week of Prayer, more prop-
erly called MISSIONARY VOLUNTEER
WEEK, is Youth’s Week. As the days slip
by and the years turn around, the close of
probation draws nearer; and this Week of
Prayer comes charged with an urgency
which perhaps no preceding Week of Praver
has had. Ac work in the homes and heatts
of our younger membets are influences
which are sinister in character and which
would swing our youth away from the
church and into the world. We must work
now for the yvouth and lambs of the flock.

“God requires that the church arouse
from her lethargy, and see what is the man-
net of service demanded of her at this
time of peril. The lambs of the flock must
be fed, The Lord of heaven is looking on
o see who is doing the work He would have
done for the children and youth."—Coxnsels
to Teachers, p. 42.

Many of God's young people are in dire
need of help. All are in need of counsel,
friendship, and interest on the part of the
church, They live in a world that is com-
plex, confused, and abounding in iniquity.
The pressure of sin is being felt on every
hand. Truly, as God's servant has said,
“We are living in an unfortunate age for
children, A heavy current is setting down-
ward to perdition, and more than child-
hood’s expetience and strength is needed
t0 press against this current, and not be
borne down by it."—Testimonies, Vol. 1,
p. 397.

The Master evidently thought of this
state of affairs when He said, "I pray . . .
that Thou shouldst keep them from the
evil.” John 17:15.

During this week especially, our young
men and young women have a definite
tight to look to the church and its feader-
ship for positive help and guidance. Will
not you who are [eaders ask yourselves the
question: Are we alert to the needs of
our young people and to the best method
for leadership in winning and holding this
important part of our membership?

If we are to realize our greatest suc-
cess during MISSIONARY VOLUNTEER
WEEK, we will not only have services
directed to the young people and in many
instances conducted by them, but there will
be a minimum of preaching and a maxi-
mum of heart-to-heart talking and praying
with the young pecple.
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Objectives

The aims and objectives of the MYV,
Week of Prayer may be stated in the fol-
lowing way:

1. To appeal to the youth of the church
for a deeper and mote constant expetience
in the things of God.

2. 'To reach out for the discouraged and
the backslidden, reclaiming them for Christ
and the setvice of the church,

3. To win the unconverted youth to
Christ.

4. To challenge our Adventist youth to
faithfulness and enthustastic participation
in the wotld-wide Shate-Your-Farth move-
ment.

5. To encourage the whole church and
inspite them with the urgency of saving
our young people and training them for
God's service,

Definite Suggestions for
Organization

1. PLAN, Let the church board and the
M.V. society execurive committee together
lay definite plans for this Week of Prayer
far enowgh abead so that these plans may
be carried out with precision and effect.

2. MAKE A& SURVEY. The chutch board
and the executive committee of the M.V,
society should make a careful survey of all
the young people, converted and uncon-
verted, connected with the Adventist church
in your artea in order that they may have
an accurate and intelligent understnding
of their problem. If yon wish to use it,
M.V, Census Blank 19 can be secured from
the conference M.V. secretary for this pur-
pose. Someone should plan to interview
every young person who may need help,
There may be those who are not attending
Missionary Volunteer meeting, church, or
Sabbath school and who apparently have
gone out into the world. This is the time to
make special efforts to reclaim them.

3, ORGANIZE PRAYER BANDS. Let the
church board and the executive commitree
of the M.V. society organize themselves
into prayer and personal workers' bands,
Upon the members of the church board and
the society executive committee has been
placed a solemn and definite responsibiliey
for the spiritual well-being of the youth
of the church. These should be leaders in
prayer and personal work. Prayer lists should
Ire made and the hands should meet regularly
for prayer togecher.

4, HoLD DALy MEETINGS. Regular
daily meetings should be held for the young
people. These may well take on the nature
of an evangelistic service, using the pre-
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pated reading as a guide in a sermon
directed to the youth, These studies will
lay the foundation for a deeper consecration
and a stronger Christian experience. Find
time in each meeting for prayers or testi-
monies. Do not close the week without
the youth having opportunity to make a
defintte pledge and reconsecration to join
the ranks of those who are willing to share
their faith.

5. MATERIALS, Use the Missionary Vol.
unteer leaflets. We are fortunate to have
attractive and well-illustrated leaflets for
our youth, Plan to have a supply of them
on hand for free distribution to the young
people at the time of each meeting. Leaflets
may be procured throngh your Book and
Bible House, but they should be ordered
eatly so as to have them on time for the
Week of Prayer. The cost is small, but the
returns will be large. We earnesily recom-
mend the following: No, 19, The Morning
Watch, four cents each; 25-I, 25.11, 25-11I1,
25.1IV, The Character Classics, two cents;
36, The Lifework, four cents; 40, In Shin-
ing Armor, four cents,

We alse encourage you to make good
public use of the 1949.50 Share-Yout-
Faith Poster, which is the beautiful picrure
of Christ pointing the way to the youthful
Christians.

6. FoLrow-UPp. Do not discontinue your
prayer band otganization at the close of the
Week of Prayer. If it is at all possible to
maintain this spirit of prayer and interces-
sion among your youth, keep the organiza-
tion functioning. The Week of Prayer
should not pass without the organization
of a baptismal class, which will have a
regular time appointed when the group can
come together from week to week for in-
structions preparatory to baptism, Also all
young people should be encouraged to
enlist in one of the service bands of the
M.V. society.

“When the vouth give their hearts to
God, our responsibility for them does not
cease, They must be interested in the Lord's
work, and led to see that He expects them
to do something to advance His cause, It
is not enough to show how much needs to
be done, and to vrge the youth to act z part.
They must be taught how to labor for the
Master. They must be trained, disciplined,
drilled, in the best methods of winning
souls to Christ."—Gospel Workers, p, 210.

May God help us to make this Week
of Prayer all that it ought to mean to the
youth among uvs, to the church which is
destined to conquer, to a dying and sin-
sick world, and to the merciful heart of
God. To this end may the Spirit of God lead
us to pray. .
—E. W. DUNBAR.
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MISSIONARY VOLUNTEER DAY
Sabbath, March 11

My Son, Give Me Thine Heart”

By EDWARD J. BARNES
Secretaty, Young People's Department
Ohio Conference

*My Son, Give Me Thine
Heart”
PROVERBS 23:26
INTRODUCTION

We ate met together this morning to
devote a service in behalf of the youth
of the advent church, To a great degtree it
is upon the devotion and consecration of our
young people in the advent movement that
the opporwnity of the world to prepare
for the coming of Christ depends. May this
Week of Prayer bring the youth of this
mevement into a closer fellowship with our
Saviour. May the consecration and leader-
ship of our youth draw all our people
closer to the true Pateern,

There are some who have been closely
associated with the third angel's message
for a number of years who did not think
we would be conducting a Missionary Vol-
uateer Week of Prayer in the year 1950.
The fact that we ate still in this world of
sin means that we are much closer to the
crisis than ever before. Under God we must
do our best to counsel and guide our pre-
cious hetitage so that we may weave for
them not only & design for living for God,
but alse an inspiration to make full account
of themselves in the service of God in this
impottant hout.

The struggle that is going on in the
world is becoming more tense year by year.
The battleground berween right and wrong
is not only invading our churches and
homes, but it is planting itself in the
hearts of those who yield to the lure of
temptation, Thousands of years ago this
struggle began in heaven, but the scene
of the battle was soon transferred to this
world. Here it has been going on in the
individual lives of men and women all
down through the years, and it is in this
generation that the climax of this contro-
versy will come. Today we see the dares
of the evil one aimed at Seventh-day Ad-
ventist youth, as well as older church mem-
bets.

“Satan carefully studies the constitutional
sins of men, and then he begins his work
of alluring and ensnaring them, We are
in the thickest of temptations, but there is
victory for us if we fight manfully the
battles of the Lord. All are in danger,

But if you walk humbly and prayerfully,
you will come forth from the proving
process more precious than fine gold. . . .

“Some have become almost lost in the
mazes of skepticism. To such I would say,
Lift your mind out of that channel, Fasten
it upon God. The more closely faith and
holiness bind you to the Eternal One, the
clearer and brighter will the justice of His
dealings appear to you. Make life, eternal
life, the object of your pursnit”—Tess-
monies, Vol, 5, pp. 97, 98.

God, beholding the youch of today, loves
them; and by His Holy Spirit He desires
to address them. He says, “My son, give
Me thine heart. My daughter, come unto
Me.” No matter where you ate or what
vour lot may be, it makes no difference to
Him, He found greedy Matthew, and blund-
ering, tempestuous Peter. He found che
quick-tempered John and the enthusiastic
Paol, too, and He called them all The
thing that matters most in the sight of
God. is willingness to listen and obey.
Young people, listen with all care. This
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is a moment of sublime opportunity for 4ll,
but particularly for youth, Promise within
your heatt to do His will and champion His
cause in this mighty hour, Accept His com-
mission. You will become far greater than
you could ever have been without Him.
—E. W. D,

* £ *

The call of God has come to great men
and women, to humble men and women,
to heathen and Christian nations, as well
as to the whole populace from time im-
memorial. The cry of Jonah, the preaching
and witmessing of Noah, the healing of
Christ, the quiet following of Abraham,
and the demands of Moses—all have re-
sulted from God’s leadership of His con:
secrated servants. But the call of God today,
as always, is to individuals—to you and
to me,

Ancient Israel had the mistaken idea that
being a Jew or 2 member of a chosen family
insured salvation. At the time of the min-
istry of Christ on the earth, it was the
general belief that by mere birth, or in-
heritance, or family name they were assured
of salvation and the eternal reward. Their
every act, theit supposed superiority, and
their intolerance in the face of the daily
ministry of the Messiah all bespeak the
error in their beliefs about salvation.

Several years ago a group of young people
were preparing to graduate from the tenth
grade. A few weeks before graduation the
local pastor presented to them the call of
Christ and the ordinance of baptism, Many
of the group were already in full attendance
in the chutch; their families were mem-
bers, so it was a very simple matter to
decide to be baptized at this particular time,
receive a short period of instruction, and
make the baptism a part of the closing
exercises of the school year, The baptismal
service was to take place right after the
Sabbath morning preaching setvice, and
the closing program was to take place on
Saturday night.

It was a fine way to close a year in the
local church school. Such an occasion is
always most pleasing to God and also to
parents and friends.

The Sabbath day atrived. During 2 pre-
liminary service, before the candidates pre-
pared for the baptismal rite that was to
follow immediately, the whole gtoup of
boys and girls were together for a few
moments. It was then that one of the older
boys made a date with one of the gitls to
attend a local movie theater that very same
Sabbath afternoon. Yes, they wete both
baptized. The minister did not know, the
patents did not know, the teachers did not
know—but God did. The later life of
those two youth told the whole story, too.

“My son for daughter]l, give me thine
Beart” That is the call of God today.
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A lip service, 2 mere process of fulfilling
certain reguirements, will not suffice. God
wants our heatts,

A beautiful example of the dedication
that God can use is found in the story of
the building of the sanctuary at the foot
of Sinai. (Exodus 25:1-3; 35:21, 22;
36:5-7.)

The preparation of the house of the Lord
would necessitate the gathering of a great
wealth of material. All of this could come
oaly from the camp of Israel, for they were
in a desolate place without contact with the
cusside world. Even so God commands
Moses that he shall accept offerings for the
making of the tabernacle with all its equip-
ment and vessels, silver, gold, precious
stones, expensive cloth, wood of the very
best—all are to be gifts, free-will gifts,
given willingly from the heart. Shall we
say the Israelites had a deep, burning desire
to give and an overwhelming intention to
present to God the best and 2ll of the best?

So the tabernacle was made, and the
workmen had no need to search for any-
thing The people had to be restrained to
stop the flow of supplies. The gifts went
far beyond the need.

“My son, give Me thine heart.”

Christians in the mission field are known
as the “clean” people. When the gospel
of Christ takes hold of a life, that whole
being is transformed,

“It is not, indeed, the bare lemer of
God’s Word that gives light and under-
standing; it is the word opened and applied
to the heart by the Holy Spirit. . . . There
have been many instances of persons who
before conversion were thought to possess
ordinaty and even inferior ability, but who
after conversion seemed to be entirely trans-
formed."~~—Messages to Yowng People, p.
65. ‘

When we give owr bearts to God, He
then can wotk out the transformation that
is not possible for us to provide for our-
selves,

“God will do a great work for the youth,
if they will by the aid of the Holy Spirit
receive His word into the heart and obey
it in the life. . ., , The mind which is
occupied with exalted themes becomes jtself
ennobled.”—Id., p. 66.

Many today have the mistaken idea that
we must be perfect—we must be ovetcomets
in everything before God can use us, God
takes us just as we are and transforms us
according to His divine plan, when we
petmit the work to be done,

A gtoup of people were standing on the
seashore one day when the Master came
by. He spoke a few words of comforr and
counsel and then asked some to follow
Him, Peter heatd and was stirred. As the
Master left, Peter followed. There were
many called, but only Peter followed.
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As Peter followed Christ, he left his
old way of life. He forsook his beat, his
nets, his home, his security; he left it all
to be with Christ. He gave his heart to
Christ, True, he returned for a time to his
old way; bur when the work of transfor-
mation became complete, through the Holy
Spirit, Peter became the foremost leader.

John was one of the first to seek out
the Master. As a youth he chose to serve
the Saviour with all his heart and was with
Him continually until His death, resutrec-
tion, and ascension, He then became an
evangelist. He gave his whole heare, his
life, and his being to God, and was chosen
by God to bring the Book of Revelation to
mankind. It was Joha's privilege to look
intg the kingdom of God and view all its
many glories, to lock into the future and
see the end of the great controvetsy and
the new earth in all its re-created splendor
and fertility.
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With the call to full consecration, God
omits no good thing. The calling is 2 high
and glorious one, It is the source of the
greatest joy, happiness, and peace.

Fellow youth, as you look to the future
and plan the great objective of your life,
remember the call of God, "My son, give
Me thine heatt,” When you lock forward
to your life’s wotk, or as you go about
your daily tasks searching for the things
that seem to make for secutity and happiness
in this hout of histoty, temember the wotds
of Chtist, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and His righteousness; and 2ll these things
shall be added unto you.” Matthew 6:33,
Make God first, last, and always; and you
will never regret it

Will you, today, give God your heart?
Will you wholly, unteservedly consecrate
your life to His ways? Will you withhold
nothing, determined to make the complete
sacrifice? You will never regret it, Yes,
give Chtist your beart.

Studies for

SENIOR MISSIONARY

VOLUNTEERS

By EbwARD J. BARNES

Secrerary, Young People's Department
Ohio Conference
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Know Your God
JoHN 3:5-16

Nicodemus was a member of the church.
He was a leader in the church work, He
had spent a great part of his life consecrared
to the work of God.

Nicodemus was a man of God who was
sincere, honest, and above reptoach in all
his family life and his dealings with his
fellow men.

Nicodemus was spending his whole life
in direct leadesship in the plans for the
chosen people of Ged, and was doubtless
teaching his family all the precepts of true
teligion as he saw and understood it, His
every act was calculated to leave the right
impression in the hearts of friends and
acquaintances; yer in his heart he did not
know God, and he recognized it. When the
Master came with words of hope and life,
the vety soul of Nicodemus responded in
his desire to be saved.

Could it be possible that even today there
may be one ot two or even several in the
church who do not know God? Could it be

thar some of the youth, pethaps even
some who are leaders in the church, do
not know, down deep in their hearts, that
they have salvation? Are there those who
have professed the name of Christ who feel
in their own lives that they have lost the
assurance that they are saved? Could there
be one who has joined God's people who
bas not claimed the blood of Christ as the
cleansing agent to wash out the very stains
of sin?

Ruth Lees Qlson, who has written many
fine articles for the Yombh's Instructor, and
who has helped many a boy and girl and
young man and young woman when in need,
used to ask often a vety pertinent question:
“Are you on speaking terms with God to-
day?”

As young people would visit with her,
sometimes at their request and sometimes
at her own, she would lead them into 2
discussion of the Morning Watch. She
would show the dangers of following any
plan, no matter how good it is, in a putely
rowtine manner. She would then use some
such text as Psalm 46:10: “Be still, and
koow that I am God.”

The Morning Watch embraces the follow-
ing: the thought-provoking Bible text for
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each morning devotion period, the time for
thinking and meditation, and the opportun-
ity for the two-way conversation with Ged,
commonly called prayes. A

‘Every phase of this procedure is of vital
importance. God often talks with us; and
if we do not stop and listen a bit, we shall
surely miss something vital,

Fellow youth, is out loving Saviour real
to you? Is He a part of your life every day
and every hour of the day and every minute
of the day? I once heatd of a young fellow
who knelt and asked God to lead him and
direct him during the day that was dawning,
and then in his planning for the day he got
ahead of God. In fact he got so far ahead
that he got off on the wrong road and told
a lie. Tt was not an out-and-out falsehood,
but it certainly was meant to leave the
wrong impression,

You remember how Abraham went with
God down into Egypt when there was a
famine in Canaan, While he was there, he
was afraid thar some unchristian, unin-
hibited, selfish person might fall in love
with his wife and kill him to have her;
so he spread the story that Sarah was his
sister. Well, she was his half-sister; but
she was also his wife, and that was what
he was trying to conceal. Remember how
that tutned out?

Sometimes we can surely get ourselves
into difficulty, even when we are following
Gad.

Fellow young people, I am frankly wor-
tied. I am afraid of what I see, The Seventh-
day Adventist chuich is really rather popular
today, It 15 respected and well thought of
in most places, and many whole areas con-
tain mostly Adventists today. The danger
in that situation is that many may join only
because it is the smart thing to do, or be-
cause so many influential people are in the
chuech, or because there is a fine chance to
get ahead.

If we want to boast about anything or
wish to exult with our friends, let us do
it as Jeremiah advises: "But let him that
glogieth gloty in this, that he undetstandeth
and knoweth Me, that I am the Lord which
exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and
righteousness, in the earth: for in these
things [ delight, saith the Lord.” Jeremizh
9:24,

The standards of the world are not the
standards of Missionary WVolunteers; the
gaals of the wotld are not the goals of
youth dedicated to God; the aims, ambi-
tions, ideals, and morals of the world cannat
be the same as those of us who are “march-
ing to Zion,” else why should there be a
way of salvation, and why did Christ come
to die for us?

Personal security, wealth, influence, lands,
houses, and even friends are of little real
value when considering the great, majestic,
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eternal march of events as God plans them
for all time.

The president of one of our union mis-
sions was visiting with a new mission doctor
and family who had recently arrived at
their place of service. The doctor had given
up a very profitable practice.

“Why did you give up a good practice
in the States and come away off here as
a missionary?” the union mission president
asked. He pointed out that this question
was not meant to be critical or to imply
that the move was a foolish one in any way,
but that a real answer was desired,

As the young doctor began to explain, he
told how he was graduared from medical
school and had turned his eves to a good
place to practice his profession, help people,
and, incidentally, pay off some debts. Things
went very well, and he and his good com-
panion began to enjoy the privileges and
blessings of wealth. As the steady routine of
office practice developed, it became mote
and more appatent that there was little
opportunity to help people’s souls; and
then came the personal problem of relation-
ship to this increasing income.

The year that their annual income reached
$10,000, the doctor and his wife decided
that for their own spititual good, it was
not best for them to conrinue to practice
in this particular fashion.

They discussed the problem very care-
fully, and they prayerfully sent their ap-
plication to the mission board, They wanted
a place of service in some bard field.

These fine people very joyfully reported
that they had found a place of real service;
and they had also found new faith, and
hope, and trust in God.

* % %

A young Zulu womap and her two
childten, eight and ten years of age,
artended 'evangelistic meetings, When her
husband discovered that she was serious
about this new religion, he threatened that
if she should attend anothet meeting he
would beat her severely, The next night
she was at the place of service as usual.
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On ftetuining home she was met by her
husband who carried our his threat and beat
her cruelly, breaking her wrist and some of
her fingers. It was necessaty for her to be |
taken to the hospital for attention. As soon
as she returned home her husband said, “If
you go there again, I will kill you,” At the
first opportunity she and the children at-
tended another meeting, and as they neared
home that night they saw the husband and
father waiting with a club in his hand. The
little boy suggested, “Mother, let us tun
away and hide in the woods.”

She teplied, “No, we will go on home
and let God take care of us”

When they reached home, the father
threatened, "Now I am going to do what I
said I would do. T am going to kill you and
the childsen.”

She pleaded, “Don’t touch the children.
You kill me, because I am responsible for
the children going to the meetings, Please
spate them,”

At this the little boy came running to
his father, and kneeling down before him
said, “Daddy, if you are going to kill
mother, I want you to kill me first, then
you can kill the others so that we all will
meet Jesus together”” The father was so
taken aback that he dropped his club on the
floot.

This loyalty to the truth, as manifested
by this Zulu woman, is just one example
of what the gospel does for souls when it
finds them, whatever their race or color.
There are heroic characters all over the
world who would rather have God and
His truth than life itself.

*® *® *

Boys, gitls, young men, young women,
Senior Missionary Volunteets, do you really
know God? Have you gone by the still
waters, through the green pastures, or im
the valley of shadow with God? Have you
leatned 1o Anow your God?

Christ died for you and me, but the only
way His sacrifice can be of any real value
to me is by a complete sacrifice and. sub-
mission on my part. Christ is ever ready
and willing, but it is you and I who must
make the decision and make the full ac-
quaintance with God, the Holy Spirit,
Christ, and our personal guardian apgel.

Try Religion!

It Will Teach You to Be
COURAGEOQUS like Joshua
SELF-RELIANT like Nehemizh
OBEDIENT like Abraham
PERSEVERING like .Jacob
DECISIVE like Moses
ADMINISTRATIVE like Solomon
~The War Cry.
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Know Ypur Bible

As the early settlers moved into the rich
farm lands of Illinois, lowa, and the neigh-
boring country, they felt that now they had
surely reached Utopia. In those rich, lush,
carefree days of American history there was
no need to know the chemistry of the soil
ot some new mechanical device; the main
thing necessary was to plow the good, black,
fertile soil. Every ctop sown produced
enormously. The abundance of the land
was unbelievable. It was not a bit uncom-
mon to have corn crops of well over a
hundred bushels to the acte,

Then the soil began to lose its strength,
and the study of fertilizers, crop rotation,
and seed selection came along; and today
the land is producing more than ever. One
hundred and twenty, 130, yes, even 1350
bushels of corn to the acte are not unknown
today, and this on poorer land than was
thought worth plowing in the early days.

At least part of the answer to this amaz-
ing story is revealed in an advertisement
seen recently in a small midwestern town.
It was entitled, “Know What You Sow,” and
recommended a certain type of hybrid seed
corn. It surely is important to know the
kind of seed you sow and to be familiar
with its characteristics and guarantees or
promises.,

A young lad was attending school in the
northeastern part of the country, where the
snowfall is heavy and stays on the ground
a long time, This day the snow had fallen
continuously; and when it came time for
school to be dismissed, the drifts were deep
and all the side roads almost impassable.
The snow was falling so thickly when he
started for home that he could hardly see
his way. However the lad was used to it,
so he did not hesitate to plunge out into
the dark.

He had not gone very far when a neigh-
bor drove by in a car and picked him up.
The neighbor was new in the community;
so after the first introductions were over,
he began to ask questions. Since our friend,
Ted, was on his way home from church
school, one of the first things discussed was
the fact that Ted was a Seventh-day Advent-
ist. Immediately there followed many ques-
tions about the Bible and the reasons why
Ted believed as he did, but Ted could not
answer. He simply did not know the
answers, He did not know his Bible.

When Ted got out of the car at his own
lane, he was embarrassed, ashamed, and so
remorseful he almosr forgor to say thank
you. As Ted walked the rest of the short
way home, finished his evening chores, and
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prepared for the night, his failures to ex-
plain the Bible and to give reasons for his
beliefs were all he could think about.

Ted had a real burden on his heart that
night and prayed very earnestly that God
would forgive his lack of preparation and
knowledge, The very first thing next day he
began to search for the “reasons why” and
the Bible texts about all the things he
believed.,

' _;
///%
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Then the vety extraordinary happened.
The same gentleman picked him up a few
weeks afterward~—and he was still interested
in knowing the answers. This time Ted was
prepared and was able to help this friend
gain a new vision of God.

That second meeting is the exception,
not the rule. Often we do not have 2 second
chance to go back and do what we failed
to do the first time.

Sometimes we never really learn the
important things of life until we try to
teach or explain them to someone else; and
if we are not ready when the opportunity
comes, we lose out. The Bible Year plan,
the Morning Watch, and the Character
Classics provide ways of learning gems
from the Book of books and really knowing
out Bible and what we believe. The Bible
marking plan is one fine means of having
texts at our fingertips. Then, if we like,
there is the plan of underlining things we
want to remember. We can even use vari-
colored pencils or pens that will produce
any color at will,

When we know the Bible for outselves—
when it is a part of our very life—we
are better prepared to share its teachings
with someone else. Things that are not used
or recalled often have a very strong rend-
ency to slip from the mind, We may put
our knowledge to use by giving Bible
studies regularly, and have the thrilling
joy of seeing souls born into the eternal
kingdom. "We may even be privileged to
lead out or assist in a spearhead meeting,
a temperance rally, or a full-fledged evan-
gelistic meeting. Bur we must do something
to use this knowledge, or we will forget it.

Mosr precious and dearly beloved are
the personal promises of God’s Holy Word.
There are over a thousand definite promises
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in the Bible, and they may be listed under
such headings as:

PROTECTION
Romans 8:28—All things work to-
gether for good.
Psalm 91:11—Angels ate protecting.
Matthew 10:29-33—More mindful
of us than any other creation.

DELIVERANCE
Psalm 91-—Protection and deliverance.

Vicrory OVER SIN
1 Corinthians 10:13—Way to ovet-
come temptation,
Proverbs 16:3-—Even thoughts under
control.

MERCY
Proverbs 28:13—Mercy for those who
confess and forsake sin.

Herr ;v TIME OF NEED
John 14:26—Bring to temembrance.
John 14:13—Ask in Christ's name.
John 15:16—God has chosen us. We
may ask in Christ's name.
Psalm IZ2I—Help cometh from God.

RESURRECTION
1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17.

SEconND COMING
John 14:1-3,

CHRIST ALwAYS WiTH Us
Matthew 28:19, 20.

Only a few of the many wonderful
promises in the Bible can be,listed. here.
Surely you should add to this list many
times over and be very familiar with each
one.

The claiming of God’s promises is of
vital importance. The promise in Luke
11:9-13 is very assuring. (Read.) When
we ask of God—believing—we can accept
the answer given and know we have the
help needed. But you may say that is pre-
sumption. Is it presumption to ask your
earthly father for bread when you know
that he has it? Will he give it to you?
It is the same when we ask our heavenly
Father, Before we rise from our knees,
we should praise and thank our bountiful
God, in Christ'’s name, for the answer He
has promised. Do not wait for a feeling
oF a sign; you already have the promise.

The events of this earth’s history are
fast approaching the climax. Christ has

“ died for you, and for me, and for our

neighbors. We mazst know our Bible and
our faith and be ever ready to share it
with othets.
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Know Yourself
PSALM 39:4

“Lotd, make me to know mine end, and
the measure of my days, what it is; that I
may know how frail I am.”

P )

“Make it thy business to know thyself,
which is the most difficult lesson in the
wotld."—Cervantes.

This is one aspect of life that does net
ordinarily enter the mind of youth. Youth
with its exhilaration, its optimistic view-
point, its inexhaustible energy, many times
does not reckon until irreparable damage
has been done. '

John was in his sophomore year in the
academy. He was more than average in
popularity. He was attractive, witty, in-
telligent, and ready for any sport or game.
But he was a problem in the dormitory and
in the classtooms, and his name was fre-
quently mentioned in faculty meetings.

One thing after another kept John in
disgrace, and the next thing was expulsion
from school, John left before that could
happen. Was he another splendid youth
lost to the school? Was he another brilliant
lad who probably would not use his talents
in the cause of God? Was he another son
who would cause untold grief for dad and
mother? Almost.

But before we go on with the case histoty
of this very real young man, let us stop
and think for a few minutes, Most people
know more about others—what they do,
why they do it, and what they ate likely
to do—than they do abour themselves.
Psychologists have studied deeply into this
problem of what makes people react as
they do and have found some useful and
very valuable facts. We learn from them
that most persons have days when they do
not respond naturally, The tendency is to
be too pessimistic, too featful, or too mean;
in other words every doubtful situation is
grossly exaggerated.

But that kind of outlook on the events
of the hour is not to be thought as an
excuse for sin. There is no excuse. But
if we find ourselves in this condition, let
us ask God to keep us close o Him that
day. Let us seek advice of those able to
help and avoid making important decisions
or giving final judgment or “speaking our
minds” until out viewpoint s again normal
and true,

Trials are not always the direct result
of mistakes that we have made, Much more
often they come because God wants to help
us. "No one need say that his case is
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hopeless, that he cannot live the life of a
Christian, Ample provision is made by the
death of Christ for every soul. . . . Oh,
for living, active faith! We need it; we
must have it, or we shall faint and fail in
the day of trial. The darkness that will then
rest upon our path must not discourage us,
or drive us to despair, It is the vail with
which God covers His glory when He comes
to impart rich blessings. We should know
this by our past expetience."—T estimonies,
Vol. 5, p. 215.

But back to John. Before he left the
school, he went to a teacher whom he
considered his real friend, and rather dis-
consolately and a bit tearfully said, "“Why
do I do things like this? I don’t want to be
bad.” John is today studying to be a minister
of the gospel

It is only natural for us all to want to be
busy doing something, o be occupied in
mind and body. Various means are employed
by different persons, Some turn io the
funnies, the movies, or the novels in their
spare hours. Others twurn to good reading,
hobbies, music. The chores that used to
occupy mother’s and dad’s afternoons and
evenings when they were your age are all
about forgotten. Electric cocking, electric
dishwashers, laundromats, and oil or gas
or electric heating for houses and city
apartments have taken away many old-time
forms of activity in the home. This time
must be occupied with some hobby, some
study, or some worth-while project or ac-
tivity for the cause of human good, in
accordance with the will of God; or it will
surely be used for the cause of evil

“He who devotes his leisure hours to
the trifles and popular amusements which
the world has to offer, will one day awaken
to a realization of the fact that there is so
much *wood, hay, and stubble’ in the founda-
tion he has laid, that it is impossible to
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erect a character structure worthy of note”
—Master Comrade Manual, p, 10.

If we can face the world from day to
day with a level eye and a smile, we shall
of necessity have to have a clear conscience.
When we are tempted to do evil, let us
stop a moment and think of the conse-
quences and of how hard it is going to be
to greet our good friends afterward,

The story of Harty Orchard is the story
of 2 man who was dishonest in business
and tried to still his conscience by becoming
more evil untl he was drawn into a great
struggle and destroyed scores of lives. This
part of the story is being repeated thousands
of times every day, but must not be the
experience of the youth of God.

Jim was ten years old when he was
caught “lifting” things from a dime store
counter, He was wmken to the manager's
office, and his pockets were emptied on
the desk, revealing a large pile of brand
new knickknacks. How ashamed Jim was!
He was also very frightened, and the other
boys who were with him were frightened,
and all ran, The manager telephoned Jim's
mother and asked her to come down to the
store. Oh, how ashamed Jim was when
mother came into the office and heard the
tearful story! Then came the city juvenile
judge and the threat of jail unless mother
gave every assurance that such acts would
not be repeated. Every two weeks Jim with
mother had to report back to the judge
and give an account of himself. When six
months had passed, Jim was thoroughly
cured. To this day, Jim has not taken even
a postage stamp that does not belong to
him.

“Disguise it as they may, the real cause
of doubt and skepticism, in most cases,
is the love of sin."—Steps to Christ, p. 116.

Doubt and self-pity have tuined more
lives than probably any other thing among
those who have tried and failed,

It is important to make decisions that
we shall not have to regret. We have the
message for youth given through the servant
of God that there will be perplexiries, but
we must be able to see the bright future.

“Those who are finally victorious will

have seasons of terrible perplexity and trial
in their religious life; bur they must not
cast away their confidence, for this is a part
of their discipline in the school of Christ,
and it is essential in order that all dross
may be purged away. —Messages to Young
People, p. 63.
It is equally dangerous to doubt our
abilities. One of our members once said,
“Just remember that when you are criticiz-
ing or belittling vour abilities, you are
criticizing God's handiwork.” That is surely
true, too, when we have accepted Christ as
our Saviour, who is reshaping us after the
divine plan.
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“If youth who have been properly edu-
cated, make God their trust, their moral
powers will stand the most powerful test.”
— Fundamentals of Christian Edwcation, p.
28.

*Man's responsibilities are proportionate
to his opportunities and privileges. God
gives to every ome sufficient light and grace
to do the work He has given him to do,
If man fails to do that which a liztle light
shows to be his duty, greater light would
only reveal unfaithfulness, neglect to im-
ptove the blessings given."—Christ’s Object
Lessons, pp. 263, 266, (Italics ours.)

Then on the other hand we may do
great damage by being proud ot boastful.
“Give the erring one no occasion for dis-
coutagement, Suffer no Pharisaical hard.
ness to come in and hurt your brother. Let
no hitter sneer rise in mind ot heart. Let
no tinge of scorn be manifest in the voice.
... It may prove the ruin of a soul. . . .
Prayer tarns aside the attacks of Satan’™-
14, p. 250.

How much mote pleasant life can be
if we will study to know ourselves—our
possibilities through Christ—then dedicate
outselves to Gad, and use our talents for
Him as He desires. Will you give it a real
trial?

“There is an evidence that is open to
all—the most highly educated, and the most
illiterate—the evidence of experience, God
invites us to prove for ourselves the reality
of His word, the truth of His promises.”
—Steps to Christ, p. 117.
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Know Your Salvation
EPHESIANS 2:8, 9

“For by grace are ve saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God: not of works, lest any man should
beast.”

*® ¥* ¥*

This is the heart of the Christian hope,
There ate many young people and older
ones, t00, who are waiting until they have
rid their lives of sin before they consecrate
themselves to God. This is exactly opposite
to the teaching of the Bible.

The five steps homeward are conviction,
contrition, confession, conversion, and bap-
tism. First must come a knowledge that
sin has power to destroy you and me and
civilization. It is horrible and is the oaly
thing that God hates; for it is the opposite
of His charactet, of all that He is, and of
all that He stands for.

Then comes the godly sorrow for sin,
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with a turning away, and finally a complete
reversion, Hundreds of petsons, after con-
version, can not understand how they could
possibly have acted as they did before
accepting the atonement of Christ.

Examine these references in Steps to
Christ in this light: “We do not earn
salvation by our obedience; for salvation
is the free gift of God, to be received by
faith, But obedience is the fruit of faith.”
—P. 66. And again, “Here is where thou-
sands fail: they do not believe that Jesus
pardons them personally, individually. They
do not take God at His word."—P. 57.

“Ask and ye shall receive” is just as
surely a promise in receiving salvation as
in receiving the daily necessities of life or
some great thing for which special prayer
is offered,

“The condition of eternal life is now
just what it always has been—just what it
was in Paradise before the fall of our first
parents—petfect obedience to the law of
God, perfect righteousness.”"—Id., p. 67.
This is the same as the Bible teaching, and
it s the high standatd of godliness that has
been misinterpreted and misunderstood by
the youth. The next paragraph continues:
“If you give yourself to Him, and accept
Him as your Saviour, then, sinful as your
life may have been, for His sake you are
accounted righteous. Christ’s character stands
in place of your character, and you are
accepted before God just as if you had not
sinned,

“More than this, Christ changes the
heart.” .

When these quotations are examined to-
gether, the picture changes, The call to
salvation is just as strong and sure today
as ever, and the evidences of the ministry
of the Holy Spirit are multiplying. Our
salvation is dependent upon our belief
that we have it. God has promised; we must
accept. Have yon ever had the experience
of asking forgiveness of God for certain
things and then going back repeatedly to
confess the very same faults? Why not
accept His promise the figst time and believe
your sins ate forgiven?

The sectet of the whole story, though,
is that Christ changes hearts,

Some time ago my mail included a letter

March, 1950

from a young woman | have always con-
sidered a good friend and a fine persen to
know. She comes from a fine family with
a Christian background. It was a surprise
to hear from her, for we had not corre-
sponded since she left the academy; but it
really was a shock to heat her story of
cheating in class. At the close of her letter
she wrote that she was helping in a series
of meetings, and she asked my forgiveness
for her willful deception of vyears ago.

If she had asked me several vears pre-
vious, I would have forgiven her then and
respected her the more, As far as I was
concerned, she was forgiven several years
ago, but she just had not asked. Does she
have to write a letter to me once a week or
once a month or every New Year’s Day
to ask again? Of course not. How foolish,
you may say, But examine your own relation
to salvation.

But someone says, "I've tried over and
ovetr again and have always failed, There
is no use trying afly mote.” Maybe you have
failed again and again, but probably only
because you did not make a full and com-
plete consecration. Before Christ can change
the heart, He must have all of it, you
know,

As we walk daily with Christ, He cleans
up our lives. We lose our old contacts
one by one, and the drawing power of evil
becomes less and less as these erstwhile
friends quit calling and seeing us socially.
But God replaces these worthless and evil
acquaintances with others that will be ours
throughout this life and the eternal ages
to come.

Our colleges, academies, local M.V, so-
cieties, and church groups are all used by
God to help us find the best in association
and companions, As we speak to others
of the love of Christ and SHARE OUR
FAITH with them, we shall continually be
making new contacts that will bear fruit
in the kingdom. We ourselves are being
changed constantly in the meantime, until
we, as Enoch, are ready for translation.
Yes, this really takes place and is going
on all the time,

Your conversion may not have a specific
date or be an overwhelming expetience.
It may not even be felt; but it will surely
be realized, if you will daily walk with
Christ,

“Victory Through Living” was the slo-
gan of the Youth's Congress held in the
Hollywood Bowl, and it must surely be
the experience that you and I have,

It will not be long until we have a great
Youth’s Congress for the universe, and
what a thrill it will be to attend! Folks from
all walks of life, from all ages, and from all
planets will be there, To assure our personal
reservation, you znd I must Anow wherein
we have salvation,
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Know Your Fellow Men
JOHN 13:35

“By this shall all men know that ye are
My disciples, if ye have love one to another.”

* * *

Picture Christ meeting in the upper
room with His disciples for what turned
out to be the last meeting in which they
were all together, Satan had enteted Judas’
heart, and Judas had left the rcom in
anger. The disciples were each wondering
where Christ was going that they could not
follow; and Christ had given them a new
commandment—that they were to love
one another as He loved them. Christ was
prepariog the disciples for the great work
they were to do following Pentecost, and
each of them really had no idea at the time
what was meant.

The children of God today, as in the
time of Christ, are living in a world full
of sin. Christ calls each one to come out of
sin and to accept His salvation, His cleansing
power, and His keeping power, and be
set apart from the world as a peculiar people,

Now when ancient Isracl put this pian
into practice they felt that they must be
entirely aloof, must not be friendly, need not
be fair or honest, or hold out any arm
of help to the rest of the world, They
tragically missed the whole plan of sal-
vation and were in the end rejected as the
chosen people of Ged, That very same thing
can happen to us roday unless we really
kEnow our fellow men,

“Ta live for self is to perish. Covetous-
ness, the desire of benefit for self’s sake,
cuts the soul off from life. It is the spirit
of Satan to get, to draw to self. It is the
spirit of Christ to give, to sacrifice self for
the good of others.”—-Christ’s Object Les-
sons, p. 259.

To live for self is to perish, In the Chris-
tian pathway that is especially true. What
we share, we have, what we keep for our-
selves, we lose completely, In giving we
have; in hoarding we have nothing.

We certainly are not able to give help
to anyone when we refuse to be friendly.
Jesus counsels us to love our enemies. That
is the first step in saving them. So first we
might say that to kxzow means to be friendly.

Then to kzmow means to discern the
character or have an understanding of the
needs or lives of those we are seeking to
help,

When we carefully study the methods of
Christ in His ministcry for lost souls, it
becomes evident that Christ showed a clear
understanding of human character. He
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established in the heart of the one in need
a feeling of confidence in His ability to
help.

Really, now, what good can we do for
persons who do not like us, who will not
listen to our counsel? Do we not have to
establish their confidence in us and in
our God?

The Spirit of prophecy wrote the follow.
ing instruction: “The youth, if right, could
sway a mighty influence. Preachers, or
laymen advanced in years, cannot have one
half the influence upon the young that the
youth, devoted to God, can have upon their
associates. They oughe to feel that a responsi-
bility rests upon them to do all they can o
save their fellow mortals, even at a sacrifice
of their pleasure and natugal desires.”—
Messages to Young People, p. 204.

This is a solemn responsibility that the
youth have. They can wield an influence
on their fellow youth that no older person
can. Neither the pastor, nor the teacher,
nor the principal, nor the dean, nor the
policeman, nor even father or mother has
such an influence

Many times we are so busy struggling
with our problems—trying to get ourselves
on the right track—thac we forger that
others in our own circle of friends, or in
our city block, may need a friend desperately.
That may be another evidence of our
selfishness thar can best be overcome by
giving the help that is needed,

Perhaps you have read the story of Rals-
ton Crosbie Young, redcap number forty-
two at Grand Central Station in New York,
This redcap does more than carry luggage.
He tries to help people with their spiritual
burdens, too. Upon hearing about different
informal prayer groups that were being held
back in 1944, he thought of an empty coach
that stood on track thirteen. He asked several
people that he met to join him there, and
they came. People of all faiths and in all
walks of life came with all kinds of prob-
lems. They came and listened and prayed
and returned.

A man named Johnson came one day to
pray for his sick brother, They all prayed
together, and Johnson rerurned & second
and a third time and reported thae their

prayers were doing mote good than any-

thing else, They wete humbly grateful; then
suddenly the brother died.

“That did it,” said Ralston Young. “Mr.
Johnson was through with us and—worse
—with God.”

Young and his friends were deeply af-
fected by the incident, bur they never forgot
Johnson. Several months went by, One day
Young was walking down track thirteen
feeling depressed. Suddenly he met Johnson.

“] realize that I had been asking God to
give me something” Johnson told him
later, "I had never once tried to give Him

33

something in rerurn. You can not deal
with Ged that way.”

Grand Central Station locked like a
parish to Young after thar, He said he
would not trade his job for any other in
the world.

God is calling for thousands of youth
today who realize what Johnson found out,
and are looking for a place of service—
not a place where they can get ahead the
fastest or have the easiest or best paying
or most honored or showy job.

Won't you set your heart on being a
missiopary, cither at home or across the
big waters? Won't you join some Share-
Your-Faith team or start one if there is not
one near you? Won't you be a good Sa-
maritan, and answer the crying needs of
2 hopeless and lost world?
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Know Your Place of Service
EPHESIANS 4:11

“He gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers.”

“God hath set some in the church, first
apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teach-
ers, after that miracles, then gifts of heal-
ings, helps, governments, diversities of
tongues,” 1 Corinthians 12:28,

* * *

Farmers, welders, shepherds, auto me-
chanics, shopkeepers, doctors, financiers,
nurses, aviators, seamen, These professions
do not appear as such in the Bible; but
not all vocations are mentioned there, and
we do find members of God's church spend-
ing a great deal of their time in these
different types of labor.

Since these and many other lines of
work do not appear in the record of the
gifts of God, they must be secondary in
impottance in the lives of His people. In
seeking your lifework, should these also be
secondary in imporrance? It is very certain
that all of these lines of work are necessary
in certain places; and honest, careful, in-
telligent, loving labor is absolutely necessary,

In vetses twenty-nine and thirty we find
that few, if any, people excel in 2// lines of
work. ‘There are many, many different tasks
that need doing in the woild today, both
within and outside the organized work of
God. Our interests are not all along the
same lines; how fortunate that the varied
interests can all be made the vehicles for dif-
ferent Share-Your-Faith endeavors. We can
all succeed so much better doing the things
we enjoy. Emerson once said, “The crown.-
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ing fortupe of a man is to be born with a
bias to some pursuit which finds him in
employment and happiness.” We never can
get everything done in the world that needs
to be done, nor can we even be able to
do everything in this life that we would
like to do; so we must of necessity be
selective in what we do. Make every minute
and action count for something worth while.

A very fine illusttation appeared some
time ago in the Yourh's Instrucior. The
story concerned a widow living in New
York City who had several small childten
and was trying to keep the home together
and running smoothly. It took her every
effort to provide food, fuel, and clothing
for her needy brood; and at times she
despaired of being able to keep on.

She heard of a group of ladies in the
city who helped out in situations like hers;
she found out where she could conact
them and went seeking aid. Her story of
need received careful attention, but the
poor widow was informed that this group
did not dole out money ot supplies but
would be glad to assist her in working out
her problems. Was there something in which
she excelled? Was there something that she
could do that could be marketed? Was there
something she could make that could be
sold?

Despair took hold as never before, for
had not she tried everything she knew and
done everything she could before seeking
help? But she was counseled not to be
despondent, but to think it over while
other applicants were interviewed. There
must be something that she did exception-
ally well.

After some little time she was again
called, and when dquestioned she rather
hesitantly and timidly volunteered the in-
formation that her friends told her she
fried potatoes the best of any they had ever
tasted. She was afraid of being laughed at;
but instead the idea was carefully studied,
and “Saratoga Chips”’ were first placed on
the market. Today potate chips can be
bought almost anywhere and under hun-
dreds of trade names.

Notice that verse thirty-one tells us to
covet earnestly the best gifts. Here is actual
admonition to covet something; to degire
it so earnestly that we will do anything to
succeed, We should never be satisfied with
mediocre or slipshod work, with second-
rate accomplishments, or with “temporary”
structures in our buildings or in our lives.
God has called us to a high and noble
calling,

Again notice that verse thirty-one js
followed immediarely with the marvelous,
inspiring chapter on charity, mote properly
called Jove.

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Moses, the aposties, and
many other tenowned leaders dedicated
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their lives entirely to the service of God.
They all succeeded because God called and
they tesponded with their very best, entirely
consecrated efforts. ‘They each strove for
perfection, and God richly blessed their
efforts. Orthers like Daniel, David, Isaac,
and hundreds more also dedicated their
services to God, but also served the world
in public office, in business, and in pro-
fessional practice.

God is calling for youth who are prepared
and who have dedicated their lives to serve
in similar capacities in the last days. "Many
a lad of today, growing up as did Daniel in
his Judean home, studying God's word and
His works, and learning the [essons of
faithful service, will yer stand in legislative
assemblies, in halls of justice, or in royal
courts, as a witness for the King of kings.
Multitudes will be called to a wider min-
istry.'—Education, p. 262.

The greatest success in your field of
service in this world will be found when
God is your guide and stay. "God wants
the vouth to become men of earnest mind,
to be prepared for action in His noble work,
and fitted to beat responsibilities. God calls
for young men with heatrs uncorrupted,
strong and brave, and determined to fight
manfuliy in the struggle before them, that
they may glorify God, and bless humanicy.
1f the youth would but make the Bible their
study, would but calm their impetuocus
desires, and Iisten to the voice of their
Creator and Redeemer, they would not only
be at peace with God, but would find them-
selves ennobled and elevated. It will be for
your eternal ineerest, my young friend, to
give heed to the instructions in the word of
God, for they are of inestimable importance
to you.

“1 entreat you to be wise, and consider
what will be the result of leading a wild
life, uncontrolled by the Spirit of God.
‘Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh
shall of the flesh reap corruption.” For your
soul’s sake, for Christ's sake, who gave
Himself to save you from ruin, pause on
the threshold of your life, and weigh well
your responsibilities, your opportunities,
your possibilities, God has given vou an
opportunity to fill a high destiny, Your
influence may rell for the truth of God; you
may be a co-laborer with God in the great
work of human redemption.”—Messages to
Young People, p. 21.

God is eager to reveal His course for
you and will help you putsue it to success.

“The Lord has a special work to do for
us individually. As we see the wickedness
of the world brought to light in the courts
of justice and published in the daily papers,
fet us draw near to God, and by living faith
lay hold of His promises, that the grace

Match, 1950

of Christ may be manifest in us. We may
have an influence, a powerful influence,
in the world. If the convicting power of
God is with us, we shall be enabled to lead
souls thar are in sin to conversion.

"Our simplicity will accomplish much
in this work, We are not to try to climb up
to high positions or to gain the praise of
men. Our aim should not be to be the great-
est. We are to have an eye single to the glory
of God. We are to work with all the in-
telligence that God has given us, placing
outselves in the channel of light, that the
grace of God can come upon us to mold
and fashion us to the divine similitude.
Heaven is waiting to bestow its richest
blessings upon those who will consecrate
themselves to do the work of God in these
last days of the world’s history. We shall
be tested and tried; we may be called to
spend wakeful nights; but let such times be
spent in carnest prayer to God, that He
may give understanding, and quicken the
mind to discern the privileges that are ours.”
—Id., p. 26.

The Bible, the Holy Spirit, men of God,
providential openings, the great and crying
need of the hour, the *Aeece,” your educa-
tion and capabilities: all are avenues in
determining your best place of service.
But you must be willing to be led of God.

"The woods were dark and the night was
black
And only an owl could see his track,
Yert the cheery driver made his way
Through the gteat pine woods—as though
it were day!

"I asked him, "How do you manage to see?
The path and the forest are one to me.”
"To me as well,” he replied, “and 1
Can only go by the path in the sky.”

T looked above where the treetops tall
"Rose from the road Ilike an ebon’ wall,
And lo, a beautiful starry lane
Wound as the road wound, and made it
plain!

"And now when the path of my life is drear,
And all is blackness and doubt and fear,
And the darkpess of midnight is here
below,
And T can’t see a step of the way to go;
Then, ah then, I can lock on high,
And ial'k on earth, by the path in the
sky!”

—AUTHOR UNKNOWN.

“"Every one on whom is shining the light
of present truth is to be stirted with com-
passion for those who are in darkness.
From all believers light is to be reflected
in clear, distinct rays. A work similar to
that which the Lord did through His del-
egated messengers after the day of Pentecost
He is waiting to do today.”—Testimonies,
Vol. 7, p. 33,
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Know the Joys of Being a
Christian

“For the Lord taketh pleasure in His
people.” Psalm 149:4,

“I'ne Lord . . . hath pleasure in the
prosperity of His servant.” Psalm 33:27,

“But let all those that put their trust in
Thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy,
because Thou defendest them.” Psalm 5:11.

P

Fellow youth, this is the greatest moment
of this earth's history; and we are in the
finest position to enjoy it, to profit by it
and to share in it to the utmost of our
capacity. “"Have you thoughts that you dage
not express, that you may one day stand
upon the summit of intellectual greatness;
that you may sit in deliberative and legisla-
tive councils; and help to enact laws for
the nation? There is nothing wtong in
these aspirations, . . . Aim high and spare
no pains to reach the standard.”——Messages
to Yowng People, p. 36.

There is nothing wrong with high aspira-
tions. God plans that we should set our
goals high; and when we set high goals
.in the plans of God, He provides the means
for attaining them.

Ralph Walde Emerson said, “The crown.-
ing fortune of a man is to be botn with
a bias to some pursuit which finds him in
employment and happiness.”

Evetyone pities the man who is forced
to labor in wosk that he despises and with
people he dislikes. There is no challenge
to do a person’s best or to make any effort
to succeed, yet millions ate doing just such
things evety day of their lives. They have
found neither the joy nor the peace that
pervades the soul when man and job ate
matched.

That, friend, is a real working example
of what Christianity means to me. It means
that God has promised 1o give greater
success in His work than in any other, and
in all its branches thete is a place for every-
one and every talent.

The promise is: “Balanced by ieligious
principle, vou may climb to any height
you please,"—Id.,, p. 37.

Such great happiness, joy, peace, and
real contentment cannot be found In any
other way as completely as it can be found
in full conseciation to the will and work of
Christ. The finest examples of citizenship,
of self-effacement, of devotion to duty under
the most forbidding circumstances, and of
the greatest success stories of all time are
found in the lives of those dedicated to God.
Daniel, Jetemiagh, Isafah, David, Moses,
Joseph, Gideon, Luther, the Wesley broth-
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ess, and thousends of others are historic
examples of what God can and will do.

But, you say, “That is not for my future.”
How do you know it is not? Can you prove
that it will not be $0, except by sitting
down and refusing to try it out, or by
holding back and complaining when the
refining process is going on?

“Higher thap the highest human thought
can reach is God's ideal for His children.
Godliness—godlikeness—is the goal to be
reached.”—Education, pp. 18, 19. Conse-
cration is the requisite God asks.

But let us see how it works in everyday
life, You and I do not fret at all when
the stock market dips, for we are putting
our money into more sound security. There
is not any hangover and tetrible distress
after we have been out visiting with friends
of attending a party, because we do not
smoke ox drink. We also have more money
in our pockets for worth-while things for
the same reason.

Then there ate more bogrs in every day
for wholesome pleasure, worth-while read-
ing, study, and good music, since we do not
spend the time reading the latest novel,
spend hours apd hours in the local movie,
ot sit with out ears glued to the radio listen-
ing to of watching the [latest “murder
thriller.” But these are only incidental in
our evetyday life and really taken for

Today

So hete hath been dawning
Another blue Day:
Think, wilt thou let it
Slip useless away?

Out of Eternity

This new Day is born;
Into Eternity,

At night, will return,

Behold it aforetime
No eve ever did;

So soon it forever
Fiom all eyes is hid,

Here hath been dawning
Another blue Day:
Think, wilt thou let it
Slip useless away?
—THOMAS CARLYLE,

35

granted, Did you ever stop to think thar
we have the inside track to the friendships
of the best class of people on earth, too?

Best of all is the mental outlook that we
have toward the daily occurrences of this
troubled wortld. We know from 2 smudy
of Bible prophecy and a belief in the Word
of God that these great world-shaking
events are all fulfillments of God’s Word,
for He has told us what to expect. We are
not afraid of the present, for God has
promised to be with His children; and we
believe His promise. We have the very
best kind of security, for we know the
promises of God, believe them, and claim
them daily in our Morning Watch period.
We can rest secure in the knowledge that
no matter what comes to this earth—even
an atomic war—God has promised to care
for His children; and we by faith have
claimed that promise and have the protec-
tion of the hosts of heaven. Then, too, there
is the human satisfaction that comes from
the knowledge that no matter how bad
things may be for us, they will be better
than for the children of the world, now or
later.

Young people, do not we really have
something to be happy about—to shout
about? Thete are others who do not know
all we believe; thus SHARE YOUR FAITH
was conceived. Through sharing our faith
and bringing souls to Christ, we find our
greatest thrill of joy.

Some years ago it was my privilege to
be with a group on the way to the top
of Pike’s Peak. We were walking up the
cog railway in the dark hoping to see the
magnificence of sunrise from the top.
The way was surely long and weary; and
as the altitude increased, it was evet so
much more tortuous. Every step of that
nine-mile-long ascent was increasingly dif-
ficult. But the cold, the darkness of mid-
night under 2 moonless sky, the weariness,
the sickness, all were forgotten as step by
step the house on the summit took shape.
Even the discomfort of weary feet due to
the long descent could not detract from the
thrill of having seen that glorious sunrise
from the mountaintop.

“By taking one step after another, the
highest ascent may be climbed. , . . Let
every power of your being go to each day's
work, imptove each precious opportunity.
. . . Remember that you are to live but
one day at a time, that God has given you
one day."—»Messages to Young People, p. 46.

You will never know the joy of heing
a Christian unless you have experienced it;
and you will not presetve it unless you
shate it.

It is only at the altar of God that we
can kindle our tapers with divine fire—
Gospel Workers, p. 225.
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Example in Speech

This week in our Junior meetings we
want to study a verse of Paul's in which he
gives some counsel ro the young man
Timnthy, He said:

“Let no man despise thy youth; hut be
thou an example of the believers, in word,
in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in
faith, in purity.” 1 Timothy 4:12, Wey-
mouth in his erznslation puts it this way:
“Let no one think slightingly of you because
you are 2 young man; but in speech, conduct,
love, faith, and purity, be an example for
your fellow Christians to imitate.”

We may think it strange for Paul to
say to this young man, You be an example
for your fellow Christians to imitate, We
might expect him to say that to the elder,
deacons, and leaders of the church, but
not to a young man. Thus we see that God
expects a great deal of Junior and Senior
youth. We should ask ourselves today, “Is
my life a safe pattetn for others to follow?”
Semetimes we think we have no influence,
but we do, “for none of us liveth to
himself.” Romans 14:7, “Bvery act of our
lives affects others for good or evil”—

" Testimonies, Vol. 2, p. 133,

This morning we shall take the first
quality in which Paul mentions that we
are 1o be examples in word or speech, James
says: “If any man offend not in word, the
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same is a perfect man, and able also to
bridle the whole body.” James 3:2.

“Our wnrds, our actinns, , . . are daily,
living preachers, gathering with Christ, or
scattering abroad. This is no trivial matter.”
—Testimonies, Vol. 4, p. 641.

How important our speech is when our
words are “living preachers, gathering with
Christ, or scattering abroad.”

{Here the leader may give a little stndy
on words: first, beantiful words, kind words,
loving words. Tie the Junior Law and
Pledge into each of these studiss. Then the
wor;é’: and texts below might be passed
o#t.

Idle Matthew 12:36
False Exodus 20:16
Slanderous Psalm 101:5
Filthy (impure) Ephesians 5:4
Foolish Ephesians 5:4
Deceitful Proverbs 26:18, 19
Evil James 4:11

Anger Ephesians 4:31, 32
Talebearing Proverbs 11:13

Words like these must never find a place
in our vocabulary if we are gning to be
the right kind of example for others to
follow. '

Some litetary scholars have decided upon
what they believe ate the ten most beautiful
words. They are the following:

1. Dawn 6. Mist

2. Hush 7. Luminous
3. Lullaby 8. Chimes
4. Murmuring 9. Golden
5. Tranquil 10. Melody

“There is too little conversation among
Christians in regard to the precious chapters
in their experience. The wotk of God is
crippled and God is dishonored by the
abuse of the talent of speech. Jealousy, evil-
surmising, and selfishness are cherished in
the heart, and the words show the inward
corruption. Evil-thinking and evil-speaking
are indulged by many who name the name
of Christ. These seldom make mention of
the goodness, mercy, and love of God,
manifested in giving His Son for the world.
This He has done for us, and should not
our love and gratitude demand expression?
Sheuld we not strive to make our words
a source of help and encouragement to one
another in our Christian experience? If
we truly love Christ, we shall glorify Him

by our words."—Messuges to Young Peopls,
p. 424,

March, 1950

Several years ago one of the leading
newspapers in Chicago sent out on its
streets day afeer day for several weeks a
shabbily dressed man. This was one of
its reporters. He asked many questions
of people that he interviewed. Some of
these questions were foolish, and he asked
them of 2il sores of people, simply to test
their politeness. One $50 bill was given
each day to the most courteous person the
reporter found,

While the campaign lasted, it was re-
markable the effect it had upon the manners
of the people in this great city. But there
was one junior gir] who knew nnthing
about this campaign. Her name was Lena.

This shabbily dressed man asked a group
of girls standing at a street corner one
day if they knew where a certain individual
lived in this area. Some of the girls just
laughed and giggled and made no response.
But Lena said, "I will see if 1 can find our
where Isaac Bernstein does live. I will go
over here to this near-by store.”

And she came back and said, “I am very
sorry, but they do not know in the store
where he lives.”

Then she said, "Just wait a minute, I'll
ask the janitor of this apartment house.
He may know where he lives.”

And then she came back and told the
shabbily dressed man of her failute to find
Isaac Bernstein: “But I will try once more.”

Then this man said, “Yon need not try
again. There is no such man that I know
anything about. What I am really looking
for is the most courteous petson I can find
in Chicago today. And when I have found
that person, young or nld, I am to give
out $50. Here is your $50.” And he gave
Lena a clean new $50 bill.

From that time on Lena was called “Lena
the polite.”” So courtesy still pays in more
ways than one,

“As a pebble dropped in water sends its
waves out more and more

In an ever-widening circle, till chey reach
the very shore,

So each word, each thought, each action,
dropped into the sea of life,

Mazkes some fellow traveler weaker, stronger,
braver for the strife.”

% * *

“Let no one think slightingly of you
beczuse you are 2 young man; but in speech,
. .. be an example to your fellow Chris-
tizns.”
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Example in Conduct

“Let no one think slightingly of you
because you are a young man; but in speech,
conduct, love, faith, and purity be an ex-
ample for your fellow Christians to imitate.”
1 Timothy 4:12, Weymouth. (Italics curs.)

* * *

There is always danger that boys and
girls may not sense the fact that each has
an influence. Even the babe in the crib
has an influence upon the bome. Every life
that touches ours has an influence for good
or evil, and the same is true of us, Our
lives, our actions, our conduct are “daily,
living preachers gathering for Christ or
scattering abroad.”

“Thete’s part of the sun in an apple,
There’s part of the moon in a rose,
There’s part of the flowing Plejades
In every leaf that grows.”

— AUGUSTINE BROMBERGER

Back in the vear 1868 Leopold Trouvelot
imported some gypsy moths from France
to Melrose, Massachusetts, with the delibet-
ate purpose of attempting to cross them with
a native silkworm. His dream was that he
could thus evolve a silkworm thar would
flourish on the leaves of the then plentifuf
oak, Trouvelot failed miserably in his ex-
periment. A few of these imported moths
escaped from their cages. Trouvelot in-
formed his neighbors of the calamity, but
they only laughed at him. Some twenty
vears later when every green thing in the
area had been defoliated, they wete no
longer laughing,

By the turn of the century the Melrose
infestation had spread beyond the borders
of New England te New Yotk and Pennsyl-
vania, It became a matter of national con-
cern for the Federal government in 1906,
when the first Congressional appropriation
to check its westward spread was made.
Since 1890, seventy-five million dollars have
been spent in fighting the gypsy moth. It is
referred to as the gyp, and still does more
damage to the New England forest than
do fires. So it is with our words, actions, and
conduct, the influence of which seems never
to stop.

“The blossom cannot tell what becomes
of its odof; and no man can tell what be-
comes of his influence and example that
roll away from him beyond his ken”
—Henry Ward Beecher.

One young man said just before he died,
“Gather up my influence and bury it with
me.” What an impossibility!

Danicl and Joseph are dead, yet their
influence lives on in the heart and life of
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each of us. The influence of our conduct
can nevet be wrapped up in a package and
put away, for it lives on and on as Long-
fellow says in his poem “The Arrow and
the Song.”

“I shot an atrow into the air,

It fell to earth, I knew not where;
For, so swiftly it flew, the sight
Could not follow it in its flight.

“I breathed a song into the air,

It fell to earth, I knew not where;
For who has sight so keen and strong
That it can follow the flight of song?

“Long, long afterward, in an ocak
I found the arrow, still unbroke;
And the song, from beginning to end,
I found again in the heart of a friend.”

It Is Not Always Easy——

To apologize,

To begin again,

To save money,

To be unselfish,

To take advice,

To admit error,

To face a sneer,

To be charitable,

To be considerate,

To keep on trying,

To endure success,

T'o avoid mistakes,

To forgive and forget,

To think and then act,

To keep out of the rut,

To make the best of little,

To subdue an unruly temper,

To recognize the silver lining;

But it always pays!
—SELECTED.

“God will do a great wotk for the youth,
if they will by the aid of the Holy Spirit
receive His word inte the heart and obey
it in the life."—Messages to Young People,

p. 66.

The best way to get a person’s head out
of the clouds and to put his feet on the
ground is to place some heavy responsi-
bility upon his shoulders—DUNCAN CALD.-
WELL,

“Qut of the determination of the heart
the eyes see. ¥ you want to be gloomy,
there’s gloom enough to keep you glum; if
you want to be glad, there’s gleam enough
to keep you glad. . . . Better lose count in
enumerating your blessings than lose your
blessing in telling your troubles.”

—MALTBIE D. BAECOCK.
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We have all heard it said, “Your actions
speak so loud I cant hear what you have
to say.” BEdgar A. Guest has stated the
principle nicely in his poem “Sermons We
See™:

* » #

“Td rgther see a sermon than hear one any
ay;

I'd rather one should walk with me than
metely tell the way.

The eve’s a better pupil and more willing
than the ear,

Fine counsel is confusing, but example's
always clear:

And the best of all the preachers are the
men who live their creeds,

For to see good put in action is what every-
body needs,

“I soon can learn to do it if youll let me
see it done;

I can watch your hands in action, but your
tongue too fast may run.

And the lecture you deliver may be very
wise and true,

But I'd rather get my lessons by cobserving
what you do;

For I might misunderstand you and the
high advice you give,

But there’s no misunderstanding how you
act and how you live,

“When I see a deed of kindness, I am eager
to be kind.

When a weaker brother stumbles and a
strong man stays behind

Just to see if he can help him, then the wish
grows strong in me

To become as big and thoughtful as T know
that friend to be.

And all travelers can witness that the best
of guides today

Is not the one who tells them, but the one
who shows the way.

“One good man teaches many, men believe
what they behold;
One deed of kindness noticed is worth forty
that ate told.
Who stands with men of honor learns to
hold his honor dear,
For right living speaks a language which
to evety one is clear.
Though an able speaker charms me with his
eloquence, I say,
I'd rather see a sermon than to hear one,
any day.”
—EpGAR A, GUEST in Collected Verse.
Copyright by Reilly and Lee Company,
Chicago, IlIl. Used by permission.
% %

NOTE TO LEADER:

Write on the blackboard suggestions the
boys and girls make regarding such qualities
of conduct as we should have if our example
is going to be worthy of imitation. If only
a few are suggested, supply such words and
qualities for discussion as honesty, truth-
fulness, dependability, faithfulness, patience,
diligence, economy, hospitality, and rever-
ence, Hold to the positive in teaching the
exemplary life.

¥* * *

Not failure, but low aim is crime —Lowell

“The wages of sin have never been re-
duced.”
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Watford

It was September in Nyasaland. The big
darting flies bit hard, and the midges buried
themselves in the skin and caused almost
intolerable itching. The sun boiled down,
and Watford was hot. He took one hard
calioused heel and scracched at the other
leg whete the black flies had been biting.
He sat on the mud veranda of his hut and
gazed sourly at the busy village life. He
knew his father was still down at the schoo!
getting things ready for the motrow. His
mothet had a cloth spread cut on the
ground and was ironing his father's shirt.
Her iron was like a little charcoal stove
with a tiny door on top into which she
could pop the charcoal to keep it hot, His
grandmother was pounding mealies in a
wooden mortar. His sister was parading up
and down the hard-packed clay yard with
the baby tied to her back, playing she was
2 litde mother. But ovet it all, he could
hear the shouts and happy cries of his
friends down at the stream. They were leap-
ing in and out and having 2 wonderful
time, cooling their slim black bodies in the
muddy water,

He screwed up his mouth into an ugly
pout. Why did mothers 2nd fathers have
to deny their children the sweetest pleas-
ures? He had wanted to go swimming with
the others, but his father had forbidden
him,

“You cannot go, my son. There are
crocodiles in that river. Only last year two
boys were eaten. In the heavy rains of last
week more may have come down the river.”

So he sat, his small black face drawn
up intc an even blacker scowl, abony
thoughts scutrying about in his black pate.
Just then his mother went into the house
and his granny took the mealies behind
the cook house and spread them out to dry.
He was alone. He looked quickly abour.
No one was watching. Then with a sudden
resolution, he datted toward the river where
the splashing merrymakers were having so
much fon. On the way down he overtook
another boy, It was one of the schoolboys.

“Didn’t your father tell you not to go
swimming, Watford?” his friend asked,

“Yes,” the boy teplied, shamefacedly.
“But I think I'll juse slip in and then slip
out 50 I can get cool”

“My father told me not to go either, but
I'm going anyway. I'm hot and dirty,” the
other boy said defiantlp. “There are no
crocodiles. They just don't want us to have
fan.”
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So the two disobedient boys slipped down
guiltily to the soggy bank of the river.
Brown bodies were flashing in the water,
and the air was full of shouts of joy and
laughter.

Quick as a flash both boys divested them-
selves of their scanty clothing and slipped
quietly into a pool of water near those
who were shouting and playing. They had
promised each other that they would slip
in and then right out again, It would cool
them off wonderfully.

No sconet had the two boys struck the
water than the other lad gave a horrible
scteam and disappeared, Watford got one
fleeting glimpse of clutching hands, wide-
stretched mouth, and horror-filled eyes be-
fore his friend went undet.

The water was stained with red in an
instant, All the rest of the playing, scream-
ing children heard the cry and scrambled
onto the bank and stood very still, trem-
blingly looking toward the place where
Watford's finger was pointing.

“N’gona!” they whispered, their faces
frozen into masks of fear.

Watford never saw his friend again. But
that day he learned a lesson he never for-
got. He learned that God meant what He
said when He recorded: “Children, obey
your parents in the Lord,” Ephestans 6:1.

Now Watford sits in the front seat of
one of my classes at Malamulo, He is
studying hard so he can be a teacher and
fead his people into a better life, He well
knows that there are things in Nyasaland
far'more dangerous than the N'gona. And
they are sin, superstition, and ignorance,
Even as he was once saved from the snap-
ping jaws of the crocodile, so he wants to
save others from things that will bar them
from life etetnal,

Boys and girls, we need mote teachets
to train more Africans, Won't you conse-
crate your heart today, so that when you
are prepared and when the call does come,
you wiil say, “"Here am I, Lotd; send me”?
—JOSEPHINE CUNNINGTON EDWARDS.

“What are you doing, deat youth, to
make known to others how important it is
to take the word of God for a guide, to
keep the commandments of Jehovah?"—
Messages to Young People, p. 199,

“As the disciples, filled with the power
of the Spitit, went forth to proclaim the
gospel, so God’s servants are to go forth
today, Filled with an unselfish desire to
give the message of mercy to those who are
in the darkness of etror and unbelief, we
are to take up the Lord’s work. He gives us
our patrt t0 do in co-operation with Him,
and He will also move on the hearts of
unbelievers o carry forward His work in
the regions beyond."—Testimondes, Vol. 7,
p. 32,

March, 1950

e T e e i i i e e T e R

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15

A T e T R e R R e e e e e
Example in Love

“Let no one think slightingly of you
because you are a young man; but in
speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity be
an example for your fellow Christians to
imitate.” 1 Timothy 4:12, Weymouth,
(Italics ours.)

This morning our theme is on the great-
est of all themes—Ilove. Love of God and
love for man. For forty vears or mote the
motto of the Missionary Volunteers has
been hanging before them—"The Love of
Christ Constraineth Us.” It is this great
urge and overmasteting passion for souls
that drives the Seventh-day Adventist youth
around the world out into the adventure-
some life of sharing their faith, for sincere
love always finds 2 way to do things for
the one loved.

“Thou shalt love the Lotd thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy scul, and
with all thy mind.” Matthew 22:37.

Here we find that God wants us to make
Him fitst in out lives. “Those who in every-
thing make God first and last and best, are
the happiest people in the world,”~—Mes-
sages to Young People, p. 38.

“Love to God purifies and ennobles every
taste and desire, intensifies every affection,
and brightens every wotthy pleasure, It
enables men to appreciate and enjoy all
that is true, and good, and beautiful."—Id.,
p. 264.

Yes, love gives: “For God s0 loved the
wotld, that He gave.” Do we [ove God?
Do we love our parents? Do we love our
schoolmates? Are we kind and loving in
all our relationships? Will the example of
our love measure up to that of Jackie’s in
the following stoty from the Boston Gloke
newspaper, May 22, 1949?

“JTamestown, Penn., May 21, 1949, He
was a skinny boy of 12 and small for his
age. The sorrel pony was all he had.

“He tried hard to be brave but tears
trickled down his cheek 2s he rode the pony
into the auctioneer’s ring. A fellow has a
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right to cty when he’s giving up his best
friend.

“Jackie Lillie had had the pony for six
years—half of his own life, It was  his
sole playmate on his family’s small farm
at Kinsman, O., just over the Pennsylvania-
Ohio line.

“During the long months of his mother’s
final illness Jackie often had only the
pony-—Cocoa—to talk to. His father,
Homer, worked in the mill during the day
and spent the evenings at the hospital.
Jackie's mother died a week ago,

“Her illness had caten up the family
savings. There wasn‘t any money to pay
for the funeral. Jackie thought about it
and reached his unhappy decision. He would
sell Cocoa,

“John Reimold, the auctioneer at the
Earvin Payne farm here, knew Jackie's story.
That's why he tried hard to get up the bids
for the pony last night. Bidding was slug-
gish, The crowd apathetic. Finally Reimold
accepted a bid for $155.

“Then he decided to let the crowd know
what it was all about. Someone suggested
they pass a hat,

“The people came to life. ‘Tl give $20,
shouted one. TN give $10, cried another.

“They collected $190. The man who
bought the pony and the auction-farm
owner, Earvin Payne, agreed to forget a
deal ever had been made, They gave Jackie
back his pony and the $190.

“Jackie rushed up and threw his arms
around Payne, Then he tried to thank the
crowd. His voice choked, and he just stood
there.

““He was the happiest boy I ever saw,’
said Payne,

“Jackie's father tried to thank the people
for his tongue-tied son. But his voice stuck,
too, so they stood thete, the two of them,
their eyes shining and wet and unable 1o
say & wotd,

“After a while, they took Cocon and went
home.”

% o»

Are you willing this morning [evening]
to give your @/l to Jesus, because you love
Him and He loves you?

* % ox

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind.” Matthew 22:37,

“God does not require us to give up any-
thing that it is for our best interest to re-
tain."-—-S8teps to Christ, p. 50.

“As your experience grows, you will have
increased ardor of soul and warmer love
for the service of God, because you have
oneness of purpose with Jesus Christ.—
" Messages to Young People, p. 198.
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Example in Faith

“Let no one think slighdngly of you
because you are a young man; but in
speech, conduct, love, fwith, and purity be an
example for your fellow Christians to
imitate,” 1 Timothy 4:12, Weymouth.
(Ttalics ours.)

“Without faith it is impossible to please
Him.*

PR T

Elder Richards’ familiar voice over the
Voice of Prophecy broadcast tells us so
often:

“Have faith in God—

He notes the sparrow’s fall;
Have faith in God—

His love extends to all;
Have faith in God—

Who hears our faintest call
Have faith, dear friend, in Godt

“Have faith in God—
And walk the narrow way;
Have faith in God—
Give Him your heart today;
Have faith in God-—
Though clouds hang low and gray,
Have faith, dear friend, in God.”

el

\

Adventist boys and girls are also to be
examples to the believers in faith. Do we
have faith in the promises of God? Do
we teally have faith in such words as are
found in John 14:1-3? “Let not your heart
be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also
in Me. In My Father’s house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would have
told you. I go to prepare a place for you
And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again, and receive you unto
Myself; that where I am, there ye may be
also.”

Are we such living epistles of faith that
it would not do injustice to Hebrews 11 if
our names were added? Just what is faith?
“Faith is the hand by which the soul takes
hold upon the divine offers of grace and
mercy,"—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 431,
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Faith is “a confiding trust, by which the
soul becomes a conquering power.”"—Desire
of Ages, p. 347. '

When we think of a “conquering power,”
we think of war and the weapons of war
that ate used to defeat the enemy. Yes,
“Faith is the living power that ptesses
through every bartier, overrides all obstacles,
and plants its banner in the heart of the
enemy's camp.”—Testimonies, Vol. 4, p.
163. In the great war we used armored
tanks to press through the enemy lines and
plant the banner of victory in the heart
of his camp,

The great archenemy Satan would have
us not believe the words of the prophets,
apostles, and Jesus when they speak of
Christ’s return the second time, Faith is our
title to the mansions He is now preparing
for those who love Him. Why, boys and
girls, by faith we get our title, a clear title
to the inheritance in the earth made new,
2 clear title to everlasting life. Young people
down through the ages who have given their
lives in their last full measure of devotion
have clear titles to thé mansions.

Someone has said: “Faith makes all evil
good to us, and all good better; unbelief
makes all good evil, and all evil worse,
Faith laughs at the shaking of the spear,
unbelief trembles at the shaking of a leaf;
unbelief starves the soul, faith finds food
in famine, and a table in the wilderness.
In the greatest danger, faith says, 1 have
a great God.” When ourward stength is
broken, faith rests on the promises. In the
midst of sorrow, faith draws the sting ourt
of every trouble, and takes our the bitter-
ness from every affliction.”

The pioneers of the advent movement
were men and women of great faith. The
message started in New England in a very
modest way and gradually spread out
through New Yotk to Michigan and on to
Towa and then actoss the continent. There
is an interesting little story of the winter
crossing of the Mississippi. Mirs, Ellen G.
White had received 2 vision that she should
go to the little group of believers in Wau-
kon, Towa, It was the middle of the winter.
Mi. and Mrs. White were holding evange-
listic meetings in Hlinois, and following the
vision they decided they must nmake the
trip to Waukon, two hundred myles farther
west, And it must be made in an open
sleigh. Mrs, White and thiee others were
making preparation to go by sleigh to0 meet
with the Towa believers; but a few hours
before they started, it began to rain, and
the snow was melting fast. They realized
it would be impossible to use the sled in
the mud and water. One of the men turned
to Mrs., White and said, "What about
Wankon?” Her reply was, “We shall go”
And the brother answered back, “Yes, if
the Lord works a miracle.”
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Many times during the next night Mrs.
White rose and went to the window to
watch the weather. About daybreak the
wind changed and snow started to fall
thick and fast, and by the close of that day
the roads were almost impassable because
of the heavy blanket of snow. In fact after
traveling for two days, the toads became
impassable; and they had to wait nearly a
week before going on,

When it was possible to travel again,
they started, but progress was very slow.
There was no bridge across the Mississippi
River, but teams had been crossing on the
ice during the winter. Now the ice was
covered with spnow. The motning they
planned to cross, it started to rain, and
this rain would imelt the snow and weaken
the ice on the river.

When they reached the river they found
the ice soft and spongy, mixed with snow,
and a foot of water stood on top of the
ice. Again their faith was being tested. One
of the members stood up in the sled and
said, “We have come to the Red Sea, but
we shall cross.” And the rest of the com-
panions said, “Go forward trusting in
Israel’s God.” Slowly they ventured onto the
ice, splashing in the one foot of water
covering the spongy, crumbling ice. They
crossed the river safely, praving as they
went. After the team pulled the sled up the
Bank on the Iowa side, they all united in
praising God.

Although this is just a little picture
lifted out of the life of the pioneers, it is
typical of their sacrifice and works of faith
from the beginoing of the advent message
on down to the present time.

* % %

“Let no one think slightingly of you
because you ate a young man; bue in , . .
faith . . . be an example to your fellow
Christians.”

“Instead of bewailing the fact that we
can’t have all that we want, many of us
should be thankful we don’t get all we
deserve.”

“Through faith in Chtist, every deficiency
of chatacter may be supplied, every defile-
ment cleansed, every fault corrected, every
excellence developed."—Messages to Young
People, p. 252.

“Young men and women, take up the
wotk to which God calls you. Christ will
teach you to use your abilities to good
purpose. As you receive the quickening
influence of the Holy Spirit, and seek to
teach othets, your minds will be refreshed,
and you will be able to present words that
ate new and strangely beautiful to your
hearers."—Messages to Young People, po.
217, 218,
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Example in Purity

“Let no one think slightingly of you
because you are a young man; but in speech,
conduct, love, faith, and parity be an ex-
ample for your fellow Christians to imitate.”
1 Timothy 4:12, Weymouth. (Ialics ours.)

“Blessed ate the pute in heart: for they
shall see God.”

“Bven a child is known by his doings,
whether his work be pure, and whether it
be right”” Proverbs 20:11,

Boys and gistls, temember that in all
your work and play you are bound up in
the great plac of tedemption. “The love
of Christ, in a healing, life-giving current,
18 to flow through vour life, As you seek
to draw others within the circle of His
love, let the purity of your language, the
unselftshness of your service, the joyfulness
of your demeanot, bear witness to the power
of His grace. Give to the world so pure
and righteous a representation of Him,
that men shall behold Him in His beauty,”
——Ministry of Healing, p. 136.

Boys and gitls, if we ate going to measure
up to these ideals, we can not defile the
body with tobacco, alcohol, and other
poisons. We must not read that which will
dwarf and enslave the mind. Say firmly:
“I will not spend ptecious moments in
teading that which will be of no profit o
me, and which panly unfits me to be of
setvice to others. I will devote my time ard
my thoughts to acquiring a fitness for God’s
service, I will close my eyes to frivolous and
sinful things. My ears are the Lord's, and
I will not listen to the subtle reasoning
of the enemy. My voice shall not in any
way be subject to a will that is not under
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the influence of the Spirit of God. My
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, and
every power of my being shall be conse-
crated to worthy pursuits.—Testimonies,
Vol. 7, p. 64.

When we subscribe to the Junior MV.
Pledge, “By the grace of God, I will be
pure,” we are lining ourselves up with the
purity of Jesus.

This story is told of General Grant. One
time during the Civil War, certain membets
of his staff joined him one evening in a
farmhouse, The officers were telling stories
when one spoke up, “I will tell you a goed
one.” To give them some idea of the nature
of the story he was about to tell, he said,
“I think there are no ladies hete.”” The
men laughed, and General Grant looked
up and quietly remarked, “No, but there
are gentlemen here.” So the story was not
told.

Should we not often pray: “Let the words
of my mouth, and the meditation of my
heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord,
my strength, and my Redeemer” Psalm
19:14.

“Let no one think slightingly of you be-
cause you are a young man; but in speech,
conduct, love, faith, and putity be an ex-
ample for yout fellow Christians to imitate.”
1 Timothy 4:12, Weymouth,

NOTE TO LEADER:

Call for consecration and dedication to
ideals set forth in the text studied this week,
Close by singing “Dare to be a Daniel,”
and offering a consecration prayet.

“The very example and deportment as
well as the words of the Christian should be
such as to awsken in the sinnetr a desite
to come to the Fountain of life,"—Messages
to Young Peopls, p. 424.

®o% %

“The youth who are in harmony with
Christ will choose companions who will
help them in right doing, and will shun
society that gives no aid in the develop-
ment of right principles and noble pur-
poses.”-—Messages to Young People, p. 422,

“The youth should seriously consider what
shall be theit purpose and life work, and
lay the foundation in such a way that
their habits shall be free from taint of
corruption. Ef they would stand in a posi-
tion where they shall influence others, they
must be self-reliant, The lily on the lake
strikes its roots down deep beneath the
sutface of rubbish and slime, and through
its porous stemn draws those propetties that
will aid its development, and bring ro
light its spotless blossom to repose in putity
on the bosem of the lake, It refuses ail
that would tarnish and mar its spotless
beauty."—Messages to Young People, p. 423,
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“Blessed Are the Pure in Heart”

Notes to Leaders

Those of you who have been following
the programs prepared for you each month
in the GAZETTE will recall that in our
March issue of last year we brought to the
parents our first program on purity. Rt
centeted about the in.

and virtuous, if they fill the least and lowest
place in God’s gteat plan of good for the
world, our life work can never be called a
failure.”—Fundamentals of Christian Bduca-
tion, p. 161,

—ARABELLA MOORE WILLIAMS,

Many parents, tecognizing their own de-
ficiencies, have argued that sex instructrion
should be given at school. It is very proper
that general physiology and the principles
of healthful living should be included in
the school curriculum. Bur sex instruction

is of such an intimate

.

- struction to be given
to the very young
child concerning prop-
er sex education.

This year the ma-
terial is largely for
parents of the junior
and adolescent youth.
It has been ably pre-
pared by Harold Shry-
ock, M.D., Dean of
the Loina Linda Divi-
sion of the College of
Medical Evangelists,
who is deeply inter-

“Parents and guardians must themselves maintain purity of heart and life,
if they would have their children pure. They must give the needed instruction,
and in addition to this, they must exercise unceasing watchfulness. Every day
new thoughts are awakened in the minds of the young, new impressions made
upon their hearts. The associations they form, the books they read, the habits
they cherish—all must be guarded, The interests of your children for this life
and the next are at stake,

“What now you do, you know not,
But shall hereafter know,

When the seeds your hands are sowing

Pt)

To a ripened harvest grow.

—ELLEN G. WHITE, Good Health, Jan. 1880,

-y .
nature that it cannot

be prope:rly handled
in the setting of a
classroom. When a
patent gives sex in-
struction, the child
learns as much from
the parent’s subvocal
attitudes as from the
actual words used in
the discussion. It is
recognized that dis-
cussion is wvery im-
portant, but the final
effort will depend

-

~ ested in this topic and b
bas written upon it in both articles and
books, We trust that evety Home and School
Association will make use of the material
here presented.

Again we would suggest thar if it is
necessary to bring the children to the
meeting, some provision should be made
for them in anothet room or even a nearby
home, so as to leave the patents at liberty
to discuss the problems that come up in
connection with this important topic. In
some schools the effects of improper or
inadequate home training are very appatent.
Let us as parents study more into this
question so that our childten and our
.young people will have the background,
the preparation to meet the questions and
problems that come to them and will know
how to relate themselves to evil teachings.

We would utrge the leaders to make this
4 practical evening by giving the parents
an opportunity to ask questions, to enter
into a discussion of the ideas presented.
If there are problems connected with the
school, these should be presented to the
parents at such a meeting as this. How
earnestly the teachers and parents need to
co-operate!

“In whatever else we may fail, let us be
thorough in the work for our children. If
they go forth {rom the home training, pure

.

“Blessed Are the Pure
in Heart”

BY HAROLD SHRYOCK, M.D.

I. PARENTS RESPONSIBILITY

The responsibility of parents to their
children includes mote than the mere pro-
viding of shelter, clothing, and food.

A child’s standards of ethics and morals
depend very largely upon those of his
parents. In the normal, healthy relationship
between parent and child, the parent be-
comes the child’s ideal,

A parent needs to give attention to the
development of his child’s total personaliry.
His spiritual inclinations must be cultivated
and developed. He must be instructed in
principles of honesty, He must be taught
the basic considerations of courtesy and the
ability to get along well with people. He
must be advised in matters of healthful
living and must be taught the means of
maintaining a good physique.

Important among those factors for which
the parent is responsible are the artitudes
and insights the child formulates with
respect to the sexual organs and their
functions. These ideas have an intimate
though delicate bearing on the development
of his rotal personality. These are factors fre-
quently neglected by parents,

J upon the parents’ pet-
sonal influence and manner of living.

Factual information pertaining to sex can
be found in many well-written books, but
the child needs more than facts—he needs
the orientation and insight which only a
sympathetic parent is in a position to give.

In the natural course of a child’s develop-
ment, he acquires a definite curiosity with
respect to the sex organs and sexual func-
tions. This curiosity is more apparent in
some children than in others, but it is
present in all.

In a normal and favorable relarionship
between parent and child, the child asks
questions {reely. If, for some reason, the
parent’s answers to the child’s questions do
not satisfy his curiosity, the child will
continue his quest. Thus it is that many
children whose parents have denied them
frank answers to their questions about sex
have taken recourse to clandestine discus-
sions of these matters with other children.

Having acquired information about sex
from an outside source, a child does not
feel free to return to his parent for other
information or for the verification of the
information thar he has received. Thus
the bond between parent and child is for-
ever weakened, and the child remains handi-
capped because of the inaccurate information
and indecent perspectives he has acquired.
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By conttast the child who has found his
parent to be easily approachable and to be
willing to provide honest answers to his
questions regarding sex has no reason to
be attracted by the whispered conversations
in which other children engage.

Another reason why it is incumbent upon
parents to give their children proper answers
to their questions about sex is that the
child is thereby prepared to resist the temp-
tations to engage in sex play and “abuses.”
It must be recognized, of course, that the
temptation to engage in such unholy prac-
tices may be aggravated by evil-minded
playmates. But the normal, healthy child
whose parent has proved himself to be a
true friend by providing frank and honest
answers to his childish questions is re-
pulsed rather than attracted by invitations
to engage in sex play.

Sex instruction must not be delivered to
the child in a single, complete package, As
with instruction in other Iines, it must be
given here a little, there a little, as the
child’s personality develops.

The alert parent is able to individualize
the sex instruction that he gives his child.
Thus, over a period of years, the child be-
comes adequately prepared for the surprises
and quandaries that reach their climax at
the onset of puberty. One example of such
a climactic experience is the first menstrua-
tion, Without adequate understanding and
insight, the first menstruation is a terrifying
ordeal. But with adequate previous instruc-
tion, this sudden evidence of the arrival of
womanhood may even be welcome.

A comparable responsibility rests upon
the parents of a boy. A boy needs to be
informed, as he approaches manhood, of
the notmal changes that he will observe
in his sex organs and of the significance of
the first seminal emission. The boy who
does not know the actual meaning of this
experience may be so alarmed as to assume
that he is the victim of disease. His alarm
may cause him to seck the counsel of
persons outside the family circle This
involves the danger of his obtaining mis-
information or of his being purposely
deceived regarding this normal phenome-
non. Unscrupulous persons are prone to
take advantage of the ignorance of a young
person just reaching puberty and to implant
such misconceptions in his mind as lay
the foundations for vice.

As a child reaches the years of adoles-
cence, he takes on a new perspective in
mateets of his relationship to the outside
world, to other individuals, and to his
future. Previously he has been identified
very closely with the home situation. But
with his changing perspective, he begins to
explore the outside.

These broadened perspectives develop at
the same time that the individual is reaching
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physical maturity. He becomes tangibly
aware that he is becoming a man (or she a
woman, as the case may be). With the
development of his sex organs, new urges
come into his experience by which he rec-
ognizes an attraction, different from what
he has ever expetienced before, fot members
of the opposite sex.

Wise parents prepare their child for the
sudden awakening which comes duting ado-
lescence. But this preparation must be made
consistently and progressively throughout
the years of childhood-—not simply on the
eve of puberty. Wise parents give proper
attention to all the various factors of the
developing personality, not just those per-
taining to sex. Thus sex instruction is in-
tegrated with other forms of counsel. Sex
problems do not stand out as isolated con-
siderations, but are blended so as to find
theit ‘proper place in the total personality.
As a result sex problems do not become a
major issue at the time of adolescence.

Perhaps the greatest single reason for
parents’ giving sex instruction to their child
is to prepare the child for his own future
martied life. The fundamental attitudes
toward sex are formed during childhood.
When these childhood impressions are
guided so as to bring about a healthy under-
standing of the proper relation of the sexual
functions to other phases of life, the child
will be prepared, in terms of his own
future, to work out healthy adjustments to
the physical aspects of marriage.

II. PROPER PERSPECTIVES

As in all phases of parent-child relations,
discussions of sex should be characterized by
frankness, honesty, and kindness. A parent
should never manifest surprise at the ques-
tions his child asks. Even though it develops
that a child has drawn inaccurate conclusions
in matters of sex or even though it scems
that the child’s curiosity has been perverted,
it is not wise for the parent to give expres-
sion to his own alatm,

While a parent must understand the
principles of general physiology and the
biclogical facts of life, his fund of informa-
tion does not need to be highly technical
What he needs is a familiarity with the facts
of life plus a simple vocabulary that will
enable him to answer his <hild’s questions
without apology.

A parent should studiously guard against
the pitfall of modifying the instruction he
gives his child because of personal preju-
dices or unhappy memories of his own
experiences. In arriving at a proper adjust-
ment to life, a child will have a sufficient
number of problems of his own without
being handicapped by a knowledge of his
parent’s unhappy experiences.

Parents make a serious mistake when
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they attempt to evade a child’s questions
pertaining to sex. Even though the parent
feels unprepared to give his child a factual
answer, he should do the best he can, On
occasion it may be necessary to promise the
child that he will look up the answer and
report back to him in the near future, Only
under such circumstances is a parent justified
in delaying his answer to the child’'s ques-
tion. Even in this case the delay should be
very brief—a matter of a few houts or a
dav or two at the longest. When the child
has reason to conclude that his parent is
postponing the answers to his questions only
as a means of avoiding a discussion of sex,
the bond of confidence between child and
patent is greatly weakened.

Another mistake which a parent should
avoid is the use of patables rather than
factual statements. In his approach to life's
problems, the child craves facts, not figures
of speech. A parent does well, therefore,
to choose simple [anguage and to speak
openly and frankly.

The worst ertor i1s a recourse to fables
or partial truths. It is possible that a parent
may satisfy his child temporarily by telling
him that the doctor brings the new baby in
his little black bag. It does not take long,
however, for the child to pick up sufficient
information from other sources to convince
him that the “little black bag” story was an
antruth., The final effect of this disillusion-
ment is to cause the child to discount other
answers that he receives from his parent
Thus the bond of confidence is weakened.

In his dealings with his child, a parent
has a unigque opportunity to instill whole-
some attitudes toward sex. No one other
than a parent can accomplish as much in
this connection,

Sex is a normal component of life. The
Creator has included the sex organs among
the parts of our body just as He has in-
cluded the heart, the lungs, and the brain.

The heart and the lungs function mote
ot less automatically and without the in-
dividual’s conscious supervision. But with
respect to the brain and the sex organs,
the Creator has seen fit to entrust to the
individual the choices of how these organs
are to be used.

The brain, as the seat of intellect, can
be developed along lines of the individual's
preference. The mental powers can be dis-
ciplined and cultivated in such a way as to
become a great benefit, On the other hand
these same mental powers can be perverted
and misused to the extent that they devise
mischief and wickedness.

It is the same in the case of the sex
organs. As a result of the individual's own
choices, those phases of living which find
their anatomical basis in the sex organs
can become sources of genuine happiness
or can be perverted to the extent that the
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grossest type of sin and misery results. It
was the Creator’s plan for humanity that
the sexual function be directed in such a
manner as to bring only wholesome pleasure
and uplift to the human race. Sexual ex-
pression within the bond of holy matrimony
was intended to constitute a beavenly lan-
guage by which the lives of husband and
wife can be drawn into closer unity than
by any other factor of living. It is this
wholesome, beautiful interpretation of the
sexual functions that shonld be impressed
on the mind of the child.

A child’s questions pertain, a great deal,
to those phases of the sexual functions that
are related to reproduction. These phases
should be explained frankly and simply to
the child. But at the same time the child’s
impressionable mind should be directed
to the broader concepts of sex, the exalted
values of family Iife,

It is not desirable for the parent to enter
into detailed discussions of sex crimes or
sexual perversions, The emphasis shouald
always be placed on the ideal rather than on
the sordid. It should be made perfectly
clear to the child that the sex tragedies of
the wicked world about us are not to be
blamed on sex as such, It is the devil him-
self who has added to the misery of the
human race by bringing about a degradation
of those functions that were divinely in-
tended to provide the greatest pleasure and
to give the most accurate insight into the
heavenly Father's love for the human race.

In his dealings with his child the parent
should explain that the sex organs develop
slowly throughout the years of early life,
becoming mature only as the individual
reaches adulthood. He must give the child
such insight as will enable him to compte-
hend that these delicate organs have been
entrusted to him to be preserved in good
health until such time as his own family is
later established. It should be emphasized
that the happiness of his future family will
depend upon the discrerion with which he
presetves these matvelous organs.

Perhaps the greatest error that parents
commit in connection wirh sex instraction
is to leave the impression in the childish
mind that sex is taboo or that the sex organs
are necessarily associated with indecency.
It should be repeated with emphasis thar sex
organs and sex functions are divinely or-
dained, It is only the perversions of these
functions that are unholy and sinful,

11 TYPICAL QUESTIONS

A very young child’s personal questions
usually pertain to the parts of his body and
their functions. A parent’s answers to these
early questions should be concerned mostly
with the names of the various parts of the
body. When the questions pertain to the
genitals, the answers should be as frank
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and unabashed as if the questions pertained
to the features of the face or to one of the
extremities.

As the young child becomes old enough
to follow his patent’s reasoning, the parent
should explain -thar it is perfectly proper
for the parent and child to mention the
intimate patts of his body, but that it is a
matter of good taste to make no mention of
these considerations outside the family
circle.

A child’s questions are unprediceable.
Some children manifest a curiosity about
sexual matters at an earlier age than do
others. Some children ate early concerned
with the details of teproduction. Even
though the parent feels that the child's
questions are too old for his years, he
should still keep faith by giving frank,
honest answers adapted to the child’s age
and general insight.

One of the early questions which a child
asks has w do with the significance of his
navel. The answer to such a question usually
encourages other questions until the child’s
developing curiosity leads on into a rather
complete discassion of pregnancy and its
relation to childbirth.

Other early questions pertain to anato-
mical diffetences between the sexes and
between a child and an adult. The parent
should discipline himself to give no evi-
dence of embarrassment as he deals with
question after question. In the case of very
young children, he should add very little
detail to his simple answets,

Even a relatively young child is quite
often concerned with the origin of life.
Such questions give the parent an oppor-
tunity to reinforce the child’s concepts of the
Creator as the source of all life. It can also
be brought out that the Creator entrusts
fathers and moothers with the responsibility
and privilege of sharing in the creative
process to the extent that their life is passed
on to children of the next generarion.

When a child comes to understand that
a baby comes from its mother’s own body,
his next question is asually, “How did it
get there in the fitst place?” Then he wants
to know, "How does the baby get out of
its mother’s body?”

When told about the germ cells that
give origin w the baby in the mother’s
body, the question usually follows, “Where
does a mother keep the cell that grows
up to be a baby?” A similar question is
asked about the cell which the father c¢on-
tributes.

Another question which children com-
monly ask in one form or another has to
do with the circumsrances by which his own
father and mother found each other and
decided to establish theit own home. In
asking the question, "Why did you pick
out our daddy instead of some other daddy?”
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the child may even be thinking of his own
future and expressing his childish curiosity
as to the means by which he will find a life
partner when the time comes.

When it dawns on a little girl that she
is a potential mother, she asks, “When c¢an
I have a baby?” She may also tty to clarify
her thinking by asking, “Do I have to be
married before 1 can have a baby?”

Another question which children often
ask as a means of gaining insight into what
is meant by childbirth is, “Why does a
mother go to the hospital when she has her
baby?”

A parent should feel grateful that his child
has sufficient confidence in him to ask
questions of an intimate natare, and recog-
nize these as an exptression of the child’s
sincere attempt to leamn the full meaning
of life,

By giving careful study to the questions
mentioned above and planning how the
answers to such questions can be adapred
to children of various ages, the parent will
be in a position to reassure his child to the
extent that the child will later seek his
counsel in weightier matters.

By the time a child apptoaches puberty,
his questions take on adult significance.
Often a child in his early teens asks ques-
tions that pertain to adult problems and to
married life. Such questions do not neces-
satily imply that the child is distorted in
his thinking. The wise parent does not
postpone his answers to such questions but
talks with the child as he would with an-
other adult. When the adolescent child
realizes that his parent is now treating him
as an equal, the child will be in a position
to accept the counsel which is tactfully
included with the answer to each question.
The ability' to maintain this precious bond
of confidence between parent and adolescent
child depends upon a consistent demonstra-
tion on the part of the parent of fair, frank,
and honest dealing, A child will forgive
occasional mistakes, but he will not easily
forgive circumstances which suggest that
the parent has tried to circumvent or evade
his questions or to mislead him in his quest
for information regarding rhe facis of life.

IV. GOALS TO BE ATTAINED

Sex instruction is not something that
can be delivered, once and for all, allowing
the parent to heave a sigh of relief and
say, “Johnny has now been told.” Proper
sex instruction lasts throughout childhood
and adolescence and becomes more detailed
and complex with the child’s increasing
maturity. In this conpection it is well to
consider the rate at which the parent may
properly expect his child to acquire the
attitudes of an aduls.

The foundation for sex instruction is laid

(Please turn to page 45)
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Observations on Living Con-
ditions in Germany

By FrRANCES L. DrrrEs, Ph.D,,

Head, Nutrition Department, Madison Col-
lege, Tennessee

An unusual opportunity was mine during
recent months of visiting nine countries of
Europe, making a nutrition survey, compar-
ing conditions in cities with those of rural
areas, viewing our denominational enter-
prises, and visiting in Germany places and
people of historic family interest dating back
to AD. 760. It was a thrilling trip, indeed.
For a teacher who has spent vears helping
to develop a system of industrial education,
it wag the solution to many problems.

All nine countries visited have suffered
from the war, whether directly or indirectly
involved in World War IL The northern
countries, including Denmatk and Germany,
have not seen a banana since before the war,
unless a few stray ones were carried in by
a visitor. Food conditions have been greatly
changed, and people have existed very largely
on what they could secure within their own
borders—fish, black bread, a lictle cheese,
and a few vegetables and berries,

Thousands of people in the cities of Ger-
many ravaged by bombs manage an exist-
ence in shelters unfit for human habitation.
They have a little too much food to die, but
not enough to live on. Tuberculosis, cardiac
and kidney diseases, and hernia, together
with other diseases due to malnurrition and
exposute, ate fast killing off the city dwell-
ers. Reconstruction and home building has
slowed down, Many of the materials used in
heavy construction are unavailable and very
expensive. The countries when at war put
everything into the struggle, and countless
cities are sad, broken heaps of rubble. The
people are distressed and confused in body
and mind.

Here lies the challenge for true educators:
to develop schools, health centers, and evan-
gelism through rural living, Laymen that
have prepared themselves for missionary
enterprises now have their golden oppor-
tunities for a real program of demonstration
among these distressed people. They are
waiting with open arms.

During and after the war people who
lived in the country, and many in small
villages who had a bit of land to cultivate,
had food such as they could produce them-

selves, even though the government gathered
from them a certain petcentage of all pro-
duce. They were paid for this, but there was
nothing to buy in town, so it profited little,
Nevertheless the farmers had enough for
themselves and a slice of bread to hand to
some of the poor beggars who came daily to
their doots. City people came to them with
their "valuables, such as watches, rings,
clothes, furniture, and relics of all kinds,
to trade for flour, potatoes, meat, or fruit.
Hunger and cold wiaters with no fuel were
disastrous to all, but especially to the city
dwellers, After the stabilization of currency
in Germany supplies reappeared in the
markets, but the people then had no money.
Although conditions are better now than
two yeats ago, many city people are experi-
encing much privation.

e e

Special Days and Offerings

March 4

Topic: Taking the Message to the
Home Foreign Field

} March 11

Missionary Volunteer Day
‘Topic: “My Son, Give Me Thine
Heart”

Second Sabbath Mission Offering
(White Churches)

; Riverside Sanitarium Offering
(Colored Churches)

March 11-18

Missionary Volunteer Week
of Prayer

March 25
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering {
Southern Asia Division

e

Few Seventh-day Adventist church mem-
bers in Burope live in the country, conse-
guently they were caught without food and
fuel, causing much suffering. Many of our
members in Eutope do not seem to under-
stand that a part of the great Gospel plan is
“to live in a garden” and to ear the fruir
of their own toil.

The Scandinavian countries have self-
supporting enterprises—operacing under the
leadership of Dr. A. Andetson and his corps
of workers—centered at the Skodsborg Sani-

tarium near Copenhagen. They offer to
young men and women a three-and-one-
half-year physical therapy course, which is
tecognized by various countries. From this
point graduates scatter out into all northern
Europe to open treatment rooms. Some of
the larger places give as many as two hun-
dred treatments a day. Three of the treat-
ment rooms are within the Arctic Circle, in-
cluding a small hospital for the Laplanders.
Dactors there recognize the value of the
treatments and send their patients, thus
making treatment-room work a financial
success.

There are 15,000 church members in
these notthern countries (Norway, Sweden,
Finland, and Denmark), 1,000 of whichare
engaged in this type of work. One out of
every fifteen is a self-supporting layman
actively engaged in missionary work.

The eleventh hour call has come to the
laymen of our ranks. The challenge is clear.
The hearts of the people in these countries
are softened and prepared to listen to the
Gospel. They are reaching out for some
balm to heal their diseases and bring them
peace. They need health centers and schools
located on land where food can be grown.
They ate willing to become vinedressets,
hewers of wood, and drawers of water, if
they can be given an opporrunity to make a
living. What a grand, noble work for Sev-
enth-day Adventist laymen whe have means!

Church Gets Shock

SunNpAY NOT DAY OF WORSHIP

Toronto, October 27 (BUP) : Rev. Philip
Catrington, Anglican Archbishop of Quebec,
sent local clergymen into a huddle today by
saying outright that thete was nothing te
support Sunday’s being kept holy,

Catrington defiantly told a church meet-
ing in this city of straight-laced protestant-
ism that tradition, not the Bible, had made
Sunday the day of worship.

He quoted the biblical commandment
which said the seventh day should be one
of rest, and then stated: “That is Saturday.”

“"Nowhete in the Bible is it laid down
that worship should be done on Sunday,”
the Archbishop told a hushed, still audi-
ence.

Local parsons read his comments today
with set, determined looks., They refused
comment.—The Albertan, Calgary, Alberta,
Friday, October 28, 1949,
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in infancy. In this eatly stage of develop-
ment, the parent should reassure the child,
giving him confidence that the parent is
sincere in fostering the child’s own interests
and welMare. Even at this early age the
child’s concepts of his own body are in
process of formation, The confidence which
he develops in his parent should allow him
to be frank in asking questions, with the
tealization that his body is not shameful,
and that mention of things pertaining to
his person are not indecent,

By the age of three years a child should
have developed a simple vocabulary which
includes the names of the parts of his body.
He will have developed some undetstanding
of the simple principles of the care of his
body, including matters of cleanliness, eat-
ing, drinking, and elimination of wastes.
He will know that boys and men differ,
anatomically, from girls and women.

By the age of five the child should have
acquired an understanding of those bio-
logical principles which have to do with
teptoduction, both in the plant and animal
kingdoms. He should know that like begets
like, and he should have a comprehension
of the father-mother relationship.

By twelve vears of age a boy or girl
should have a distinct idea of his personal
relationship to the social group of which
he is a part. He should have good insight
into the accepted standards by which he is
considered 2 younger member of the adult
group—old enough to think in aduilt terms,
but still young enough to be dependent
upon the guidance of his elders.

In his understanding of sex, the twelve-
year-old comprehends the significance of
father-mother reldationships as they pertain
to reproduction. He also understands which
topics are proper for discussion outside the
immediate family circle. He understands the
normal body changes that occur at the age
of puberty. He understands the principles
of personal cleanliness and their relation to
social acceprability.

The properly instructed twelve-year-old
gitl will be reserved in her dealings with
men and boys, She knows how to repulse
the unwarranted advances of unscrupulous
persons of the opposite sex. Similarly the
twelve-year-old boy who is making normal
progress in these matters recognizes the
impropriety of sex play and is well able
to withstand such suggestions and invita-
tions.

By the time boys and girls reach the ages
of fifteen and sixteen, they are in the posi-
tion to comprehend certain of the responsi-
bilities implied in marriage. In their normal,
social contacts with members of the opposite

{Please turn to page 46)
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[In this column, from month to month,
we will present studies that will form sug-
gestions for prayer-meeting talks.}

God’s Eternal Purpose
By Louise C. KLEUSER

NoTE: Use Patriarchs and Prophets, chap-
ters 1 and 4 in connection with this study.

L The Mystery of Godliness.

1. Great is the mystery of God’s redemp-
tion. 1 Timothy 3:16.

2. This plan is God’s etemal purpose in
Christ. Ephesians 3:9-11; Zechatiah
6:12, 13,

U. The Mystery of Iniquity.

1. Conflict with sin began in heaven.
Revelation 12:7-9,

2. Lucifer’s rebellion against God a sur-
prise. Tsaiah 14:12-14.

3. God created Lucifer perfect; sin cor-
rupted him, Ezekiel 28:12-17.

111, Rebellion and Lawlessness Established,

1. God could not change His laws. Psalm
19:7-9, .

2. Rebellion involves disobedience and
sin. Daniel 9:5; 1 John 3:4,

3. Lucifer continued in sin and brought
destruction upon himself. Ezekiel 28:
18, 19.

4, This course also brought death to the
entire human family. John 8:44.

IV. Man's Separation From God.

1. By transgression Adam separated him-
self from God. Genesis 3; Isaiah 59:
1, 2.

2. Through Adam many became servants
of Satan. Romans 5:12, 19; 6:16,

3. Separation required a redemption be-
yond humgn effort. Isaiah 52:3.

4, It means a vicarious sacrifice. Isaiah
53:6, 8; Romans 6:23.

V. Reconciliation Through Christ,

1. "He might reconcife . . . by
cross,” Ephesians 2:16.

2. Reconciliation included in God’s plan.
Ephesians 1:9-11.

the

God’s Law and Government
By Louisg C. KLEUSER
Not1E: Use Great Comtropersy, chapter
29, “The Origin of Evil,” as a help in this
study.
1. God’s Government Unchangeable.
1. God’s nature and character unchange-
able, Psalm 102:27; Numbers 23:19;
James 1:17.

2. His righteous laws unchangeable.
Psalm 89:14, 34.
3. Ten Commandments cannot be
changed. James 2:8-12,
4, These express man’s duty to his Maker,
Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14,
1. Satan's Further Attempts to Defeas God's
Government.

1. Satan’s aim to overthrow God’s throne.
Psalm 94:20.

2. In last days works through “man of
sin.” 2 Thessalonians 2:3-10; Daniel
7:25.

3. This “mystery of iniquity” at work in

Paul's day. 2 Thessalonians 2:7; Acts
20:28, 29.

4. This power fully revealed at Jesus

coming, 2 Thessalonians 2:8,
11L. Glovions Triumph of God’s Govern-
ment.

1. Last-day church demonstrates God's
law can be kept. Revelation 12:17;
14:12,

2. Victors before His throne. Revelation
14:1-5; 15:2-4,

3, They have defeated Satan’s kingdom
and accepted Christ’s. Revelation 12:
10, 11,

4. God’s obedient children then inherit
His kingdom. Matthew 25:34; Daniel
7:27.

3. Satan’s kingdom eventually destroyed.
Daniel 7:25. 26.

6. God's purpose stands eternally. Isaiah
46:10; Ephesians 1:9-12: 3:9-11,

IV. Appedl.

1. “Choose you this day whom ye will
serve,” Joshua 24:14, 15.

2. “Blessed . . . that do His command-
ments.” Revelation 22:14.
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tBlessed Are the Pure in
Heart”

{Continued from page 45)

sex, they are able to discern the difference
between desirable personality traits and
mere sexual attraction. They have begun to
realize that the selection of a life partner
(as the time approaches) involves con-
siderable responsibility. They understand
that a happy martriage depends wpon more
than simply “falling in love.” Young people
of this age who have been properly educated
in sex matters and whose personalities have
otherwise developed symmetrically are not
attracted by the cheap sexy literature that
is 5o prevalent in these times. Boys of this
age are chivalrous. Girls are inclined toward
feminine pursuits and accomplishments.

In conclusion it should be recognized
that sex education in the home is much
more than the simple imparting of the facts
of biology and physiology. Sex education
deals with an important part of character
development. Its primary purpose is not
simply to satisfy the curiosity of the child,
but to prepare him for normal, wholesome
living. By proper instruction a child is
equipped to avoid those temptations and
pitfalls by which the great adversaty has
attempted to bring about the downfall of
the youth of our generation. Sex education
in the home forms a proper foundation for
future successful marriage and family life.
And, by way of instilling proper concepts
of the sacredness of the sexual relationship,
sex education provides an important step
in the prepatation for life eternal,

To Any Daddy

There are little eyes upon you,

And they're watching night and day;
There are little ears that quickly

Take in every word you say.

There are little hands all eager
To do anything you do;

And a litde boy who's dreaming
Of the day he’ll be like you.

You're the little fellow’s idol,
You'te the wisest of the wise;

In his little mind about you
No suspicions ever rise,

He believes in you devoutly,
Holds all that you say and do;

He will say and do in your way
When he's grown up like you.

There’s a wide-eyed little fellow,
Who believes you're always right;
And his ears are always open
And he watches day and night,

You are setting an example
Every day, in all you do,
For the little boy who's waiting
To grow up to be like you,
-~—~AUTHOR UNKNOWN,
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Papua Calling

¥t was a thrill to be welcomed back
“home” among our boys and girls and to
find the wotk progressing. Pastor Tauku
of the Solomon Islands had been on a walk
about through the district and was over-
flowing with enthusiasm at the prospects of
evangelism in this section around our new
mission,

At the first opportunity we set off in
the launch; and after forging along against
the outgoing tide of the large neighboring
river for two and a half houts, we dropped
anchor and changed to shallow-draft native
canoes for a winding trip through the man-
grove swamps. Another half hour along a
bush ttack brought us to the little village
being established among the native gardens
at the foot of the mountain range. Along-
side the fresh-water stream was the mission-
ary’s house and, attached thereto, a large
garden already planted and bearing. “These
people have been waiting for twelve months,
Taubada (master},” my teacher informed
me. “They have come down out of the hills
to be neater the ‘Seven-day’ mission.”

How could we disregard such an earnest
demonstration of interest in the last mes-
sage for earth’s people?

We found a solution and promised to re-
turn in three weeks with a young man and
his wife, While I write this, he is sitting by
me studying a set of evangelistic lessons to
prepare himself to join these waiting people
in a few days, Pray on that God will bless
this earnest young Papuan missionary, for
his one purpose both in and our of school,
at home and at work, is to win souls,

While talking with the village people,
Sinabada (misttess} found a small baby
crying in a basket which the mother was
carrying, From the gestures and jabberings
of onlookers it was indicated that the baby
was sick. Sinabada called me. She was
almost crying with sympathy for the poor
little mite with gangrenous sores in its little
groin. We took it to a hospital, and the
mother gave me a very grateful smile when
I saw her a few days ago. The baby is well,
antd they will soon be back at their village.
I am sure this woman will come to worship
when the young man rings the bell,

The next trip was to Domara. It was
interesting to hear the fireside stories of a
visit made to a large coastal village farther
east, The one hundred visitors were im-
pressed by the Seventh-day Adventist teach-
er's knowledge of the Book. “They listened
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with wide eyes and ears open,” the local
teacher told me., These people want us to
come to their village and shate the good
stoties,

—S8. A. STOCKEN.

Medical Work at
Chiaotoutseng

In a worship talk at the China Division
office on October 16, Pastor Z. H. Coberly
told us, among other things, of the medical
work that is being carried on at Chiaotout-
seng, former site of the China Training In-
stitute, One of the first undertakings of
Pastor and Mrs. Coberly, after the college
grades were moved from Chiaotoutseng last
wintetr, was to get the medical wotk in
opetration,

When the dispensary was in readiness,
Pastor and Mrs. Coberly with some of the
students would go into the village on Sab-
bath for a brief missionary tour. The singing
of hymns soon attracted the people, and
Mrs. Coberly would then have an oppor-
tunity to treat sore eyes, boils, and other
minot ailments, and to tell those with more
serious disorders to come to the dispensary
on another day, After a few weeks the at-
tendance at the dispensary had grown to as
many as thirty-five or forty a day. The
medical work has now developed so that
three buildings are used instead of one, as
at the beginning. Pastor Coberly continued:

"The house formerly occupied by Pastor
Geraty and family is used for outpatients;
the Landis’'s home, for inpatients; and Dr.
Wintet's home, for maternity cases. There
were thirteen inpatients when we left and
twenty to twenty-five in attendance daily at
the outpatient department.

“We have reopened the clinic at Hsiashu.
Dr. Chester Chi, who is in charge of our
médical work at the dispensary, goes to
Hsiashu three times a week, We have sent a
young man there to do evangelistic work
and to help Dr. Chi. At the time we left,
there was a good patronage there; and this
lirtle clinic was taking in enough to pay
its way, including the rent and the salary
of the young evangelist. This clinic is a good
feeder for the inparient department at the?
school on the hill. A large number of the
patients there come from Hsiashu,

“Dr, Chi had expected to open up one
or two other clinics in other villages, but he
was so busy ar the time we left that he
could not undertake any more.”

The opportunities for work in China
have not ceased.
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RESSETAR, BLACA 5TAR

WILD ANIMALS OF AFRICA

True-to-life stories of the wild animals of Africa, many of which have aimost dis-
appeared. We find that these creatures have traits of personality similar to those
which mankind displays, . They play games, store food, are curious, and like to show
off. The reader will find excitement and adventure in these stories which wiil help
him love and understand wild animals better. Price, $2.00

THE BLUEBIRDS AND THEIR NEIGHBORS

The story unfolds on the Old Homestead where the Bluebirds came back to live
during the summer. In an intensely interesting manner the other feathered and
fuiry friends of the forest are introduced into the narrative. Price, $2.00

THE MALLARDS AND THEIR NEIGHBORS

Mr. Mailard was shot in the wing on the way north, se¢ he and Mrs. Mallard spent
the summer on the Old Homestead, Everything would have been peaceful there among
their friends at the duckpond if Lutra the Otter, Trailer the Mink, Biliy Coon, Snoop
the Weasel, and other furry enemies had stayed away. Price, $2.00

PADDLETAIL THE BEAVER AND HIS NEIGHBORS

The story of the timid and distrustful wild creatures on the Old Homestead who lived
in the Biack Forest. It describes Paddletail the Beaver and the jittie wild creatures
who lived near him. The enchantment of the forest and the thrill of the wiid is a part
of this intriguing volume, Price, $2.00

WILD CREATURES IN WINTER

Do you know where Growler the Bear, Tiny the Meadow Mouse, and Sticker the Por-
cupine live when the snow is deep? How do you suppose Paddletail the Beaver finds
anything to eat when his pond is covered with ice? Here the secrets of the wild crea-
tures in winter are revealed. Price, $2.00

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, MOUNTAIN VIEW, CALIFORNIA
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ALL GOING— o, vouss,

Parents—Preachers, Carpenters, Doctors, Bible Work-
ers, Nurses, Teachers—everybody that loves God and
can reach a doorbell will want the thrill of participa-
tion in this first nation-wide Field Adventure.

You Make Friends

1. Your Bible.

2. "Keep Looking Up” tracts.

3. 20th Century Bible School
Enrollment Cards.

4. Voice of Prophecy Radio
Logs.

5. A smiling face——a happy
heart!

GOING
TO ALL

7 To the people who live in big
bouses, the people who live in little
houses—to at least two million of the
people in America that Jesus died to save!
That’s the challenge of March 4.

You Ring the Bell

"“The burden now is to convince souls to the truth, This can best
be done by personal efforts, by bringing the truth into their homes,
prayiog with them and opening to them the Scriptures.’—Review
and Herald, December 8, 1885,

Steps to Soul-Saving Success for our Saviour
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