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THE ACADEMY PLEDGES. 

OUR' WORK THIS SPRING. 

WHILE at Omaha some meetings were 
held and plans laid on which to work 
until camp-meeting. It was decided 
that the conference workers should 
again take up the sale of "Christ's Ob-
ject Lessons.” This does not mean 
that the workers will sell all the "Ob-
ject Lessons," but it does mean that 
they will especially take up the work 
until camp-meeting. Now is a good 
time for all to join heartily in disposing 
of the books piled up in different places. 
Why not make one more effort? It is 
expected that all will take up this 
work at once. The conference labor-
ers are expected to report the work 
done each week, the same as do the 
canvassers. RePort blanks will be sent 
to all, and they should be filled out, be-
ginning March 28, and sent to Bro. J. 
W. Crouse, at Parkersburg. Please re-
member the date. We hope that all 
will improve the time. Again we ask 
all in the conference to make au effort  

to dispose of the books ou hand. If 
you are so fortunate as not to have any 
books on hand, please get some and 
sell them. Let us render a willing 
service to the Lord. 	L. F. STARR. 

STUDY THE REVELATION. 

To John the Lord opened the subjects 
that He saw would be needed by His 
people in the last days. The instruc-
tion that He gave is found in the book 
of Revelation. Those who would be co-
workers with our. Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ will show a deep interest 
in the truths found in this book. With 
pen and voice they will strive to make 
plain the wonderful things that Christ 
came from heaven to reveal. 

"The revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave unto Him, to show 
unto His servants things which must 
shortly come to pass; and He sent and 
signified it by His angel unto His serv-
ent John: who bare record of the word 
of God, and of the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, and of all things that He saw. 
Blessed is he that readeth, and they 
that hear the words of this prophecy, 
and keep those things which are writ-
ten therein: for the time is at hand." 

The solemn messages that have been 
given in their order in the Revelation 
are to occupy the first place in the 
minds of God's people. Nothing else is 
to be allowed to engross our attention. 

Precious time is rapidly passing, 
and there is danger that many will be 
robbed of the time that should be giv-
en to a proclamation of the messages 
God has sent to a fallen world. Satan 
is pleased to see diversion of minds 
that should be engaged in a study of 
the truths that have to do with eternal 
realities. 

The testimony of Christ, a testimony 
of the most solemn character, is to be 
borne to the world. All through the 
book of Revelation there are the most 
precious, elevating promises, and 
there are also warnings of the most 
fearfully solemn import. Will not 
those who profess to have a knowledge  

of the truth read the testimony given 
to John by Christ? Here is no guess-
work, no scientific deception. Here 
are the truths that concern our pres-
ent and eternal welfare. What is the 
chaff to the wheat?--Mrs. E. G. White. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

OUR public meetings are held in a 
very good ball which is located in a-
most central position and is easily ac-
cessible to all parts of the city, and the 
work is onward. Bro. W. A. Spicer 
spoke Sunday evening, March 6, on the 
subject of Russia in prophecy, the com-
ing Armageddon, and the sealing work, 
and we believe that all saw the old 
truth in a new and startling light. It 
was the most successful meeting we 
have had iu my experience in Wash-
ington. 

No building is as yet in progress_ 
However, plans are being laid, and we 
hope that a good amount of money will 
be sent in before a foundation stone is 
laid or a nail driven. We have often 
been told that our people much, prefer 
to pay for our institutions before they 
are built. We believe this is so, and 
now you who read this article have the 
privilege of proving it to be true. 
Very few can come here in person, but 
all may send that which represents 
their love and sympathy for the work, 
and their faith in the move. You can 
send the representative of your 
strength, your energy, that which 
stands for your very heart, your treas-
ure, the "sinews of war." Up to this 
date, March 8, the amount of money 
sent in for the purpose of paying the 
expense of the removal to Washington 
and of building the institutions to be 
erected here is $3,144.57. We are glad 
fur this good beginning; but there will 
need to be the giving of large sums by 
a goodly number to make up the twen-
ty-five thousand dollars needed by the 
first of May. 

We thank the Lord that He has sent 
us special directions in regard to the 
character of the buildings to be erected 
in Washington. I quote from a letter 

I  MUST again call attention to the im-
portance of the Academy pledges being 
paid as soon as possible. We had ex-
pected that all would be in by this 
time, but the pledges are not being 
paid as rapidly as we had hoped they 
would. Now, brethren, we must see 
at once that this institution is paid for • 
and put on a safe basis. We hope that 
all will pay up at once and relieve the 
school board of some embarrassment. 
It has been obliged to borrow money 
to meet obligations, which could have 
been avoided had all been faithful in 
paying their pledges. Is the board to 
blame for this? Come; pay up. 

L. F. STARR. 
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of instruction written February 15:— 

"The instruction that has been given 
me in regard to the buildings to be 
erected in Washington is that it is not 
the Lord's will for an imposing display 
to be made. The buildings are to show 
to believers and to those not of our 
faith that not one dollar has been in- 
vested in needless display. 	Every 
part of the buildings is to bear witness 
that we realize that there is before us a 
great, unworked missionary field, and 
that the truth is to be established in 
many places. . . . 

"When I was last in 	 (one of the 
great cities), I was in the night season 
called upon to behold buildings rising 
story after story toward heaven. 
These buildings were warranted to be 
fire-proof, and they were erected to 
glorify the owners. Higher and still 
higher these buildings rose, and in 
them the most costly material was used. 
Those to whom the buildings belonged 
were not asking themselves, How can 
we best glorify God, that we may enjoy 
Him forever? God was not in their 
thought. I thought: 0 that those who 
are thus investing their means could 
see that this display does not give them 
one iota of advantage with God! They 
are piling up magnificent buildings, 
but how foolish in the sight of the 
Ruler of the universe is their planning 
and devising. They are not studying 
with all the powers of heart and mind 
what they may do to glorify God, that 
they may enjoy Him forever. They 
have lost sight of this, the first duty of 
man. . . . The scene that next passed 
before me was an alarm of fire. Men 
looked at lofty and supposedly fire-
proof buildings, and said, 'They are 
perfectly safe.' But these buildings 
were consumed as if made of pitch. 
The fire engines could do nothing to 
stay the destruction. The firemen 
were unable to operate the engines. 

"I am instructed that when the 
Lord's time comes, should no change 
have taken place in the hearts of proud, 
ambitious human beings, men will find 
that the hand that has been strong to 
save will be strong to destroy. No 
earthly power can stay the hand of God. 

"The buildings that you erect must 
be solid, and well constructed. No 
haphazard work is to be done. The 
buildings are to be thoroughly pre-
sentable, but no extravagance is to be 
seen. We are not to make it possible 
for worldlings to say that we do not 
believe what we preach, that the end 
of all things is at hand. 

"The buildings should be put up at  

as little cost as possible. No money is 
to be spent on them merely for show. 
We are living in a time of fearful de-
pravity. The whole world has thrown 
off the restraints of religion. World-
Hogs and church members are making 
void the law of God. We are to bend 
every energy to the proclamation of the 
message of warning." 

These directions will be most care-
fully carried out. You will note that 
"The buildings . . . are to be solid, 
and well constructed"; that "No hap-
hazard work is to be 'done"; and that 
while "no extravagance is to be seen," 
yet "The buildings are to be thorough-
ly presentable." This surely can not 
be done for less than one hundred 
thousand dollars. 	There are not a 
hundred thousand S. D. Adventists in 
the world. Some can give but little; 
therefore, many will necessarily have 
to make large donations. We are wait-
ing for a gift of one thousand dollars 
with which to start the list of donations. 
We shall not wait in vain. Send all 
gifts to the Iowa Tract Society. 

The sun is sinking in the west, but 
I see that its last beams are shining 
brightly on the beautiful capitol build-
ing. 0 brother, the sun of mercy, of 
divine opportunity, is setting forever 
on millions of souls, yea, truly, ou all 
the world, but its last rays are shining 
brightly, tenderly, mournfully, on all 
the beautiful, empty plans and works 
of men; and for those who know the 
truth these last moments of daylight 
are moments of destiny. This is our 
opportunity. It may come to us no 
more forever. 0 hasten, for soon the 
night cometh, when no man can work, 
when no man can give! 

J. S. WASEIBERN. 

TWENTY-EIGHT WEEKS' WORK. 

IN the early days of the third angel's 
message a small and earnest people 
began a work to which they were so 
devoted that they allowed nothing to 
interfere with giving the message to 
all who would receive it. Every phase 
of the truth received careful study and 
was published so that our people could 
engage in teaching it to friends and 
neighbors. But the message will close 
with greater manifestations of power 
than marked its beginning. Servants 
of God will be seen going from place to 
place with their faces lighted up with 
the Spirit of God. 

The principles of truth which have 
been published in books and tracts 
have lately been arranged in a course  

of Bible study which embraces twenty-
eight lessons. If you will engage in 
the distribution of the "Family Bible 
Teacher" studies you can easily put 
the lessons into the homes of twenty to 
fifty of your neighbors each week. 
This will take but a little of your time. 
Think of it. How much time would it 
require for you to stop at your neigh-
bor's door and say, "Good morning. I 
have brought you the first lesson of a 
course of twenty-eight studies in the 
Bible. In reading it you may become 
very much interested. I have been, 
and for this reason 1 thought I would 
bring you one of the lessons." Just a 
few remarks may follow and you can 
excuse yourself. It would hardly re-
quire more than two minutes, would it? 
Then you could scatter twenty lessons 
in one hour and have twenty minutes 
to spare. But you say as Moses said, 
"I am slow of speech." In that case, 
step to the door and slip the lesson 
gently under it or into the mail box, if 
there is one. This will take less time 
and you can scatter more. Last season 
I met an experience which might en-
courage you. I called fifteen weeks at 
one place and had almost lost courage 
when the Lord rewarded me. On call-
ing one morning, I was met at the door 
by the lady, who had found the lessons 
a comfort and a blessing as a help to 
the study of her Bible, and she ex-
pressed her gratitude, not only in 
words, but by giving a dollar for the 
help of the work. 

Let each one who reads this stop and 
ask himself, How much can I do? How 
much time can I spend in scattering 
the precious printed page? Our "Year 
Book" gives us a membership of 73,533. 
What could be done if each member 
would engage in visiting Bible work? 
For prices of lessons and instructions 
for doing visiting Bible work, address 
the Iowa Tract Society. 

L. K. MORGAN. 

THE CONFERENCE AT OMAHA, 

TIIE first regular session of the Cen-
tral Union Conference was held ac-
cording to appointment, at Omaha, Ne-
braska, March 4-14. There was a good 
attendance, each State being well rep-
resented. Among those present were: 
Elds. A. G. Daniells, W. W. Prescott, 
I. H. Evans, and W. C. and J. E. 
White. 

From interesting reports given by 
the presidents of the different confer-
ences it was evident that much good 
has been done during the past two 
years; but yet the work falls far short 
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of what should have been done. Earn-
est attention was given to broadening 
and strengthening the work in the con-
ference and for shaping that work so 
thb,t it will meet the approval of God. 

	

IP° 	
The medical missionary work, educa- 
tional work, and the young people's 
work received special attention and 
were made departments of the confer-
ence. The general publishing commit-
tee created by the general conference 

Jo- 
held a council just before and during 
the conference, and discussed many 
things of importance concerning the 
publishing work. Representatives 
from the different publishing houses in 
the United States and from the differ-
ent union conferences were called to- 

	

ll 	gether by this council and added much 
interest to the meetings. The treas-
urer's report showed a good financial 
condition, and help was voted to the 
South-western Union Conference and 
one or two other fields and a new tent 
was arranged for for Scotland. 

However, the most interesting part 
of the conference was the spiritual side 
of it. The instruction given in ser-
mons and Bible studies was especially 
adapted to pointing out present dan- 

• gers and to preparing us to withstand 
them. Sabbath, March 12, was the 
best day of the meeting. After a pow-
erful and searching discourse, a call 
was made for the laborers who wished 
to fully surrender for service to come 
forward. In response, the workers 
crowded forward, trembling and in 
tears, and consecrated themselves anew 
to the Lord. This was followed by a 
call to the people, and almost the en-
tire congregation pressed forward. 
Surely, the Lord has been gracious to 
us, and we shall expect to see the work 

11110 	move with increased power and ener-
gy. May the same spirit of consecra-
tion that was manifested at this meet-
ing take hold of all our people; then the 
Lord can pour out more freely His 

	

Or 	Spirit and hasten the work. 
J. 0. BEARD. 

"WHAT GOD HATH WROUGHT BY US." 

Report for Quarter Ending Dec. 31, 
1903:— 

S 

We are pleased to note some increase 
in this reportover the corresponding one 
for the year before. Reports have been 
received from sixty societies, the sam e 
as one year ago, but more letters have 
been written and more answers re-
ceived, more reading matter has been 
distributed, more visits have been 
made, and more Christian help work 
has been done than during the 
same time the year before. Yet we 
know that this report does not repre-
sent half of the work that has been 
done. Let every missionary secretary 
see that as full a report as is possible 
is sent in for the quarter now about to 
close. 

FIELD REPORTS. 

WHITTEMORE. 

THE interest here was such that it 
did not seem advisable for Bro. Skin-
ner and I both to leave and go to the 
Union conference at Omaha. Many 
were convinced that we had been teach-
ing the truth, although some were 
working hard against the truth. They 
sent for a minister to oppose us, and 
we have been expecting him every 
week, but he has not yet come. Our 
congregations are not so large as at 
first. We are trying to bring the peo-
ple to a decision on these important 
truths. Nearly half of our meetings 
are Bible readings—the people bring 
their Bibles and we study together. 
Some have commenced to keep the Sab-
bath and others are under deep con-
viction. But it will be only the "little 
flock" that will obey. 

The truth has never seemed clearer 
and more precious than during our 
work here this winter. We hop, to 
see a standard raised here for the 
blessed truth of God. Next week I ex-
pect to visit Buffalo Center, whence 
comes an urgent call for meetings. 
Please remember us in your prayers. 

E. G. OLSEN. 

THE BOOK WORK. 

CANVASSING REPORT FOR WEEK END- 
ING MAR. 11, 1904. 

THE SABBATH-SCHOOL. 

CONDUCTED BY MRS. FLORA V. DORCAS. 

THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

ONE of the recommendations passed 
at the last session of the general con-
ference was as follows:— 

That we approve of the plan that Sabbath- 
school officers be elected by the church. 

."This recommendation is a recogni-
tion of the fact that the Sabbath-school is 
a department of the church. In accord-
ance with the general plan, the election 
of Sabbath-school officers should be 
held the last of December and the last 
of June, so that the newly elected of-
ficers may begin their six-months' term 
the first of January and the first of 
July. 	The details of the election 
should be arranged for as is customary 
in church elections. 	Experience 
proves that the results are much more 
satisfactory if a nominating committee 
is chosen in a regular church meeting, 
and time allowed this committee in 
which to consider carefully the needs 
of the school before bringing in its re-
port. The committee may report, and 
the election be held at an appointed 
business meeting of the church. The 
names of the members of the nomina-
ting committee may very properly be 
announced in the Sabbath-school, and 
any member of the school should feel 
at liberty to consult and advise with 
this committee. The names of the new-
ly elected officers should also be an-
nounced in the Sabbath-school. The 
carrying out of this resolution settles 
a number of much-discussed questions, 
and avoids perplexing evils. The res-
olution is based upon sound principles, 
and harmony in carrying it out will 
certainly result in blessing to the de- 
nomination."—Sabbath. School Worker. 

When a change is made in the officers 
of the Sabbath-school, those retiring 
from office should assist the new officers 
by giving them any instruction or 
helps they may have received concern-
ing the work. If new plans have been 

No. of societies 	118 
" societies reporting 	60 
" isolated members 	350 
" isolated members reporting 	25 
" letters written 	413 
" letters received 	287 

•• Bible readings held 	186 
44. " subscriptions for periodicals.— ..... 	359 

" periodicals distributed 	 17,412 
" pp. reading matter distributed 	289 053 
" missionary visits made.......  	1.113 
" hours spent in Christian Help work. 2,026 
" articles of clothing given away 	902 
" persons supplied with food 	216 
" children brought to Sabbath-school. 	38 
" persons interested 	79 

Hrs. 	Ord. Val. 	Helps 
HERALDS OF THE MORNING. 

Sarah Christopher 	20 	1 	$ 1.25 	$1.50 
Anna Dirksen 	25 	2 	3.00 	3.00 
Walter A. Will 	- 7 	1 	1.50 	3.00 

DELIVERIES. 
Books. Value. Helps. Lost. 

Walter A. WIll 	1 	$ 1.50 
SUMMARY. 

No. of agents 	  
" 	̀•  orders 	4 
Value of " 	 8 5.75 
" 	"  helps sold   	$ 5.00 

Total value 	 $ 10.75 
Value of deliveries 	  8 1.50 

suggested by the State Sabbath-school 
department, they should be explained 
as fully as possible. 	If this is not 
done, many times the work will be 
greatly hindered. 

HAS your school ordered the Sabbath 
School Worker? 	If not, why not? 	You 
had better send for it at once. 	The 
April number is fine. 

"THE surest way to avoid censure is 
to correct ourselves." 
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'Ullorkers' 

DES MOINES, IOWA, MAR. 22, 1904. 

—Er.u. E. E. GARDNER was in Des 
Moines a short time last week, leaving 
here for Ogden on Friday morning. 

—BRO. CALVIN STARR passed through 
Des Moines last week on his way to 
Pleasanton, where he will be located 
for a while. 

—WE have on hand a few copies of 
the BULLETIN containing the recom-
mendations for "Christ's Object Les-
sons," and will be glad to furnish a 
copy to anyone who will make good 
use of it. Those using these recom-
mendations should make note of the 
fact that the one signed "W. H. Stev-
ens, pastor of the Catholic church, 
Des Moines," should be signed, "M. 
H. Stravens," etc. 

—As the Sabbath-school lessons for 
next qualler are to be on the book of 
Revelation, we wish to bespeak for the 
article "Study the Revelation" a care-
ful reading. We have reached the time 
when each person must know for him-
self just what is the message for the 
present hour; and, hence, we all should 
study as never before those portions 
of the Scriptures which apply particu-
larly to our day and age. 

—EXAMINATION of our mailing list 
shows quite a number of subscribers 
considerably in arrears. In order to 
accommodate those who do not wish to 
miss any of the BULLETINS, we do not 
cut names off the list strictly at the ex-
piration of subscription; but, because 
of this, many become careless and let 
the matter of renewing rest longer than 
is at all necessary. May we not hope 
that all who are in arrears will pay up 
immediately? Look at your label and 
see if you should make us a remittance. 

—WE wish to call attention once 
more to those pledges which remain 
unpaid. It is almost a year since 
pledges were made to the Southern 
work, to the tent fund, and to our new 
school at Stuart. All these enter-
prises need money very much. There 
are also some pledges to the China fund, 
as well as to other funds, which were 
made at the Ames camp-meeting, and 
which are still unpaid. If these pledges 
were paid, it would greatly benefit the 
needy fields. Every one of them 
should be paid, if possible, before our 
coming camp-meeting. 

—"THE Seven Seals and the Seven 
Churches" is the title of a pamphlet 
just issued as No. 184 of the Bible Stu-
dent's Library. This pamphlet will be 
a most excellent help in the study of 
the next quarter's Sabbath-school les-
sons. Price 10 cents. Address Iowa 
Tract Society. 

—Bao. A. F. FERGUSON passed 
through Des Moines yesterday on his 
way to his home at Milo. 	He was 
accompanied by his family, who have 
been spending the winter at Stuart. 

VOLUME 8 OF THE TESTIMONIES. 

WE have just received by mail a copy 
of Volume 8 of the Testimonies, and a 
hasty examination at once makes very 
plain the importance of this book to 
our people. We feel that we can not 
urge too strongly that every S. D. Ad-
ventist in the State read it. We have 
ordered a stock and will fill orders as 
soon as possible. Following is a quo-
tation from the preface to show the 
character and purpose of the book:— 

"The calamities that have recently 
befallen our largest institutions, and 
the efforts of some of our brethren to 
arouse from their drowsiness and self-
serving, and to go forth into the un-
worked portions of the Lord's great 
harvest-field, have been but imperfect-
ly understood. In order to under-
stand clearly our work as the people of 
God and the conflict in which we are 
engaged, we need, under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, to study diligently 
the prophecies, the experiences of the 
church in all ages, and the counsels 
given to the church in our own day. 

"But few are familiar with the testi-
monies,—the instructions, the warn-
ings, and the great encouragements,—
given during the last fifteen years to 
the leading men in our conferences and 
institutions. For this reason it is now 
necessary to publish many of these 
testimonies, for the benefit of all the 
church, and especially for the guid-
ance of our younger ministers, phy-
sicians, conference officers, and mana-
gers of institutions. These young men 
must come forward in large numbers 
to bear the burdens of the work; they 
will be called to pass over the same 
ground, and to meet the same problems 
and difficulties, as did those to whom 
the messages of instruction were first 
given; therefore the counsels addressed 
to the pioneers in the work are now 
published for the guidance and en-
couragement of these younger co-la-
borers." 

THE GOSPEL FOR OUR PRISON POP- 
ULATION. 

A COPY of the April number of the 
Life Boat will be placed by prison of-
ficials in each of fifty thousand prison 
cells of this land. By this means, with 
one stroke nearly the entire prison pop-
ulation of this country will be reached. 
The Lord has used the Life Boat to win 
the heart of nearly every prison official 
in the land and they recognize it as a 
great help to them in their work. One 
of the southern States has for two 
years paid for five hundred Life Boats 
each month, and they have recently in-
creased their order. 

As the fruit of our Life Boat prison 
work, several splendid men have been 
baptized and united with our church 
and a host of others have been changed 
from desperate characters to meek and 
lowly searchers after truth. We are 
in constant communication with sever-
al hundred prisoners, and we find it 
the most encouraging line of mission-
ary work we have ever undertaken. 

The April number will not only con-
tain many encouraging experiences, 
but also stirring articles from such 
men as A. T. Jones, W. A. Colcord, W. 
S. Sadler, G. C. Tenney, G. E. Irwin, 
C. F. Crittenton, and a number of oth-
er experienced workers. It will con-
tain about twenty illustrations. This 
number will be furnished at 2 cents a 
copy. 	 THE LIFE BOAT. 

"You can not escape necessity, but 
you may overcome it." 

"PERFECT love is the sub-soil for rap-
id growth in grace." 

BUSINESS NOTICES. 

UNDER this head, business notices not ex-
ceeding eight lines in length will be inserted at 
twenty-five cents per issue. 

WANTED.—A girl for general housework. For 
particulars address Mrs. C. L. Percival, 1400 
E. 9th St., Des Moines, Iowa. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

QUARTERLY MEETINGS. 

FONTANELLE, 	 April 2, 1904. 
The forenoon service will begin at 

11 o'clock, the ordinance service at 
1:00 P. M. All are expected to report 
in person or by letter. 

S. D. LAW, Elder. 
DES MOINES, 	April 2, 1904. 

J. 0. BEARD, 
M. BEAMAN. 

COUNCIL BLUFFS, 	Aqril 2, 3, 1904. 
MRS. IDA STAHL, Clerk. 
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