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THE CHILD AND THE ANGELS.

Tur Sabbath’s sun was sinking low,
Amidst the clouds nt even;
“Our Futher,” breathed a voice helow,
“ Father who art in Heaven.”’

Beyond the earth, beyond the clonds,
Those infant words were given;
“0ur Father,” angels sang alond—
“Pather who art in Heaven,”

“Thy kingdom come,” still from the groand,
That childlike voiee did pray;

“Thy kingdom come,” Gad's hosts resound,
Far up the starry way.

“Thy will be done,” with little tongue,
That lisping love implores ;

“Thy will be done,”” the ungel throng

© Bing from the heavenly shores.

““Forever,” still these lips repeat
Their closing evening prayer;
“ Forever,” flouts in music aweet,
High, midst the angels there.

PRESENT TRUTH. NO. 9.
THE SABBATH.

1 wrnn now tell you something about the Babbath.
You have all learned in the Bible that there is one
G0d, and that ke is the Creator of ¢l things. How
great he is, we eannot imagine. The Bible says:
* His glory is aboyve the heavens.” By the power
of his word he bhrought the world into existence,
and one word from him would vend it to fragments.
But great ag he is, and plainly as all his works are
spread oul before us, the world has almost forgotten
him. Milliong of people, now living, never think of
the God that made the heavens aud the earih, but
worship the idol gods which (hey make for them-
selves.  Just think of men—grown-up men—who
ein talk, and think, and reason as we do, making a
god of wood, and howing down to it in worship!
Every ome of yon would he ashamed to be found
worshiping o stick! DBut they are not ashameil.
Even in eur own ecouniry, in California, costly
honses of worship, meeting-houses, are built, in
which to worship idoels,

I should think they would know better than that !

They do not wish to know hetter. But how is it,
my dear children, that you know better ? Tt is he-
eanse you haye been tsught from the Bible, the
hlessed word of God. W’;ﬁ:m this, man is but lit-

tle above the brutes. But God, when he made man

at first, prepared means whereby they might for-
ever hold him in remembrance. Thus he said by
the prophet, < Hallow my sabbaths; and they shall
be a sign between me and you, that ye may know
that T am the Lord your God.” Eze. xx, 20. DBy

this we understand the great importance of the
Sabbath, as il constantly reminds us of the fact
that the Lord made heaven and earvth. If ail had
remembered the Sahbath day to keep it holy, as
God commanded, they wonld all have remembered
the God that made the heavens and earih, and
wonld not have heen left in blindness to bow down
to gods that they make themselves. But it is possi-
hle to be heathens in o Christian land, amid Chris-
tian privileges. 1 haveno douhtthereare many chil-
dren who profess to keep the Bahbath, beeause they
are told to do go, who yet hardly ever think, even
on the Sabbath, of the great God who made all
things. They *forget God;” they do not like io
think of him, and unless they repent and love him,
they will be destrayed with the heathen and “all
the nations that forget God.”” Pa. ix, 17.

Wiy awill not another day do as well as the soventh?

Another doy might answer another purpose, but it
could not angwer the same purpose, because it is
given to keep in mind the great truth that God
madethe world. No other day but the 4th of July
will commemorate thé act of declaring the inde-
pendence of {he United States. Twas horn on the
20th day of June. Now on what day shall T cele-
hrate my birth?

Why, the 29th of June, to be sure.

But why would not another day do as well?

Beeanse yow could not change the day of your birth
to another day.

That is right. Well, now, the S8abbath is, so- to
speak, the birthday af the world, God made the world
in six days, and rested the seyenth day. The rest,
or ceasing to work, indicated that the work was done.
So the seventh day, on which he rested, is a proper
memorial of the work which he had done.

But he commenced his work on the first diy.
nat eelebrate that 2

Beeause the memorial is of that which the Crea-
tor did—¢ all his work,” not of that whieh he was
woing to do; and no day but the seventh—when all
his work was done—would answer thalt purpose.
Bot here is a liitle girl whose parents enme from
England; and 1 heard some talk of their celebrat-
ing that event, Tell me, Julia, what day they ob-
soryed.

T'he fourtesnth of May.

Why did they select thaf day ?

That day they landed in Now York,

And that seems all right. Now you see they did
not seleet the.day they togk ship, nor the day the
ship set sail, nor any day of the prﬁmf. ey
might have died on the passage, or the ship might
have been lost; therefore it is fitting to select a
day beyond all these dangers—a day when the
journey was fully socomplished and the desived ob-
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joet renghed. So the-Tord, in giving ug a memorial
of oreation, gave the day on which he rested, as
at alone would commemorate the whole of that
vhich he ¢ ereated and made.” And this memorial
cowld no more be changed to another day than I
could ehange my birthday.

But enough for this time; we will talk again of
this matter.
the God that made all things, and how awful it will
be to meet him in the Judgment, if we dare to choose
our own way instead of walking in th&way he tells
us to, But great as he is, and terrible in his maj-
esty, he has said he will have reepeet to them that
tremble at his word, Then let us read all his com-
mandments with reverence, and always try fo do
Jjust what he tells us to do. Uxcre Harvey.

“LINE UPON LINE, PRECEPT UPON PRECEPT."

My Dmar Youravur Frimxps: Who of us is
there that dees not need ‘‘line upon line, precept
upon precept ! Daily we must study tolearn our
duty as humble followers of Christ; daily we must
drink st the fountain of living waters; daily we
must meet petty trials, until we are prepared for
greater ones; daily we must draw sirength and
nourishment from the living Vine; daily we must
have an experience in the things of God, if we
would be true diseiples of Christ, and exert an in-
fluence for the right. These thoughts have been
suggested by reading, in * Facts of Faith,” these
words: ¢ That faith whieh will live through the
time of trouble, must be in daily exercise now.
Those who do not make strong efforts now to exer-
cise persevering faith, will be wholly unprepared
to exercize that faith which will enable them to
stand in the time of trouble,”—Spiritual Gifes, Vol.
iii, p. 136,

Youthful friends, it is time that our lives, our
daily lives, wére consecrated to God. Oh! for a
deeper hieart work, Oh! that the youth throughout
the ranks of Sabbath-keepers would study to be ap-
proved of God, instead of man. ¢ The youth, if
right, could sway a mighty influence. Preachers,
or laymen advanced in years, cannot have one-half
that influence upon the youth in communities that
the youth devoted to God, can haye upoun their asso-
ciates.” What a solemn responsibility, then, is
resting upon us! Shall the blood of fellow-mortals
be found upon our garments?! Or will we deny
gelf, yield our wills, and strive to act only in ne-
cordance with the will of God? Solemn warnings
and faithful instructions are multiplied to us. Oh|
let us firmly resolve to live no longer for self. Let
ug make o solemn covenant to dedicate ourselves,
without a single reserve to the service of God. I
know that it is no light thing to enter into such a
covenant ; but I believe that if we do it, God’s bless-
ing will be upon us, and he will strengthen us to
live up to our vows, if we earnestly seek his help.
But we must be in earnest—our hearts must be in
the work, (God knows our hearis, and if he sees
that our delight is to do his will, he will aid us by
his Holy Bpirit. He will never leave us to the

owers of darkness if we put our trust wholly in

im. But if our hearts are reaching out after the
gilded toys of earth, if we raise one hand faintly
toward the heavenly crown, while the other is
grasping after earthly pleasures, God will not re-
gard our prayers. Ie has given us warning after
warning, and is reminding us constantly of the de-
cay to which all earth’s boasted pleasure and graund-
¢ur is subjected; and if our hearts still cling to
thege things, we must live without his hlessing.

At our late Monthly Meeting at Oleott, ten dear

And now do not forget how great is.

gouls were buried in the likencss of Christ’s death,
beneath the waves of Ontario, all in the morning of
life. It was a beautiful gight, and the angels must
have hovered over those haptismal waters with
sweet rejoicings. Ten dear youth haye thus given
themselves to God’s service. Oh'! may they never
turn back to the service of self, Satan, or the world.
They separate and go to different localities, and
now their faith and porseverance must be tested,
They will each bear to their several homes an influ-
ence. As they go farth among unbelievers and come
in contact with the cold-hearted, selfisic worldling,
here, too, they will have an influence. May our
Heavenly Father help them, that this influence may
be such as a Christian alone can exert, May he
help us all to be faithful followers of the lowly
Nazarene, and finally to stand among his victorious
children. And oh! may we give heed to the ad-
monitions he has given, and exercise now that faith
which we must have to enable us to stand in the
time of trouble. M. J. CorTRBLL.
Ridgeway, N. Y.

YOUTHFUL EXPERIENCE.

Dyar Cmnorex axp Yourm: I feel a deep in-
terest in your welfare, and thought I would write a
fow lines for your. little paper, the Ixsrrucroy
Muy the Lord help me to say something that will
lead you to to the blessed Saviour. 1 will relate
an incident of my childhood days, thinking it may
be interesting to you.

I was early taught the way of life, by Christian
parents and a dear sunt who was always talking to
me about the truths of the Bible and about Jesus,
I'was early led to give my heart to Jesus. I was
young when God, for Christ's sake, forgave all my
sing. Dear children, if you have godly parents,
prize them highly.

My parenis lived in Ohio. They moved to Mich-
igan when the country was new. We eould ride all
day and not see a house. We gettled on Gull Prai-
rie, Knlamazog Co. Meetings were leld in g pri-
vate house, about two miles from my father's resi-
dence. I loved to go fo meeting with my parents,
One Bunday they left me to stay to the & o'clock

meeting. 1 was to return home alone. I went
along singing, happy in the Lord. I began to
think T was & great while getting home. 1 found

that T was lost. I had not turned into the right
path, but had gone far past my home, T then tried
to retrace my steps. It was all prairie except a
clump of trees. I found that I was going in a cirele,
Every time I eame around to thig clump of trees
I tried again to go toward my home; but soon
found myself in the top of & fallen tree, perfectly
bewildered. The vegetation was very high, and a
heavy dew made me ag wet as though I had been
dipped in water. e 4%

I gould hear the wolves howl, for they were very
thiek in that new country ; but I felt a perfect trust
in my heavenly Father, I then began to call loudly
to my father to eome to my wescue. The family
were all in bed, My dear mother (who now sleeps
in the cold and gilent tomh) hieard me, and said T was
lost ; they all listened ; T continued to enll; my old-
eet brother heard me ; he got up and called the two
rreat watoh-dogs, whose nameb swere Lion and

iger; t‘heﬁigat on my frack, and soon found me.
I followed them and my brother home, and received
no injury.

Oh! how many children and youth are lost on
the dark mountains of gin, their feet caught in the
meshes of folly and wickeduess, and they unable to
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extricate themselves. And nunless they ery to One
who is mighty to save, the Devil, who is going up
and down like a roaring lion, will gucceed in his
efforts to destroy them,

Dear youthful reader, Seek the Lord while he
may be found, call upon him while gweet mercy
lingers. Oh! love the blessed Jesus, hecause he
firsl loved you and gave his life for you. Gef
ready, for Jesug is soon coming to take vengeance
on them that know ot God, and to take his dear
waiting children home. What a blessed thought!
to know that we shall dwell with Jesus, and all the
good and holy of all ages. That we may be striving
earnestly to prepare for the society of MHeaven, is
the prayer of your friend, Faxny Roougs.

Mavston, Wis.

THE BLIND BOY.

Tag blind boy's been ab Elar, mather,
And merry games wo bad ;

We led him on our way, mother,
And every step was glad.

But when we found a starry flower,
And praised its varied hue,

A tear came trickling down his check,
Just like a drop of dew.

‘We took him to the mill, mother,
Where falling waters made

A rainbow o'er the rill, mother,
As golden sun-rays played ;

Bat when we ghouted at the scene,
And hailed the clear blue sky,
He stood quite siill upon the bank,
And breathed a long, long sigh.

We asked him why he wept, mother,
Whene'er we found the spots

Where periwinkles crept, mother,
O’er wild forget-me-nots.

“Ah me!” he said, while tears ran down
As fast o5 summer showers,

1t ia beecause I cannot see
The sunshing and the flowers.”

Oh! that poor, sightless boy, mother,
Has taught me % am blessed ;
For I can look with joy, mother,
# Onall I love the best;
And wheun I see the dancing stream,
And dasies red and white,
I'll kneel upon the meadow sod,
And thank my Ged for sight.

FROM NORRIDGEWOCK, ME,

Deanr Rpanens or tun IxsTruoror: I have heen
thinking some of late that I would write for our pa-
per. Not long since 1 started to serve the Lord, and
have commenced to overcome and correct my evil
and wrong habits. I realize that I have a great
work to do, but if I put my trust in God and ask
him for strength, he will give it to me.

There is quite a large company of youth here in
Norridgewoek that are trying o overcome and get
ready for the coming of the Lord. They seem to
realize what a work they have to do, and are try-
ing to do it. We are trying to overcome the spirit
of lightness so characteristic of youth, and have
made gome progress, I think, in that direction, and
mean to keep trying. There is a good work going
on with the youth here. We are frying to study
our hearts and gel them right, and are in earnest,
knowing that we have a great work to do, and but
a ghort time to do it in.

I feel encouraged to press on in this Eood WAy,
and try hard to win the prize. The Lord has been
very good to me, and I his dear name for it.

I feel like plaving my affections on things above,
and not on things of this world, for 'ﬂﬁgm the

treasure is, there will the heart be nlso, 5

Dear young friends, let us take hold in earnest to
work for the canse of God, and he will bless our
efforts. The work will be done, and if we do not
have a part in it we eannot expeet to share in the
reward that will be given to God’s faithful servants.
Let usg pray for one another, and take hold in ear-
neat, I ask the prayers of God's people, that I
may be found faithful when Jesus comes to give Lo
every man sccording as his work shall be.

Yours in hope of soon sharing in the glories of
of an earth made new, G. W. Banyzs.

Norridgewoek, Me.

FOR THE YOUTH'S INSTREUCTOR.

Dran Youxa Frizxvs: As I look oyer your
little paper, and see the names of its contributors,
many of whom I have become familiar with, by
geeing them so often at their post, n desire enters
my heart to have my name among them, though
perhaps the least worthy of all. 1 have often felt
my inability to instruct and interest others; per-
haps oo much so. The little bhrook ceases not its
efforts on account of iis tiny waves, hut bubbles on
to help swell those of mightier waters, Shall we
not learn a lesson, that though our efforis seem
small, they are efforts still, and thai each one helps
to swell the greater, which is also made up of littles.
- T often think that the ability to write is like the
Christian pathway ; it must have s beginning, and
as we cannot obtain the Christian graces in a day,
neither can we always portray our thoughts and
ideas at one effort; and as we are unwilling to give
up our Christian course on account of failures, so
should we be unwilling to cease our efforts, if in
our first articles no merit appears. We know they
are carefully examined before entering the press,
and if they do not appear in public, it is a gentle
hint to “Try again.” We need such little hinis
along the journey of life, and oh! that we may
have humility of heart to receive them and profit
by the lesson.

Among the different articles which have met my
eye in the INsTRUCTOR, none has given me a greater
impetus to press on in the Christian warfare than
the one entitled, ¢ Drawing Back.,” If you do not
remember it, young friends, read again. You will
find it in the August number for 1867. How like
that poor boy I have felt, when almost at the end of
the path; the dark woods of doubt have seemed so
dense that they would obscure my vision, and for a
moment I would think of turning back; buf the
recollection of the boy’s experience, that I would
have the same road to travel over again, would en-
courage me to press on ; and, sure enough, T would
find the clearing made brighter by the density of
the woods through which T had passed. If you,
dear reader, feel the dark night of doubt pressing
around you while journeying along the Christian
pathway, remember the boy’s experience, and turn
not back, for there is the clearing ahead, . u.

Runiaion ar Home.—Religion beging in the fam-
ily. One of the holiest sanctuaries on earth is
home. The family altar is more venerable than
any altar in o church built with hands. The edu-
eation of the soul for eternity begins by the fireside.
The prineiple of love, which is to be garried through
the universe, is first unfolded in the family. ¢ Let
them learn first,” gays the apostle, “ to show piety
at home,” 3 2
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A STORY FOR BOYS,

A Prw years gince, in one of the Western States,
there lived a merchant who was in well-fo-do ecir-
cumstances, and carrying on a prosperous business,
In one end of the large store that lie occupied was
a bank, and as the merchant was frequently in that
part of the building, one day, by mere accident, he
observed the peculiar combination of the lock to the
large safe which contained the funds and papers of
the hank.

Thig, at the time, made no particular impression
on his mind ; but one morning a8 he ¢ame into the
store, no one being present but himself, the thought
was suggested to him that he might now see if' he
could unlock the safe. He immediately, out of pure
curiosity, placed his hand on the boli, and, after o
fow turng, the door of the gafe readily opened; but
even then he did not have the most distant idea of
taking any of the monay.

He now thonght he would see how much funds
they had in the safe, and so proceeded at once to
examine the tills and drawers. Here he found piles
of coin and bills, and then, for the first, the wicked
thought entered his mind, that now he might sud-
denly enrich himself, and no one would ever know
but he did it by honest trade. 8o he immediately
acted on thig temptation of Batan, hustily removed
the unlawful money, re-locked the safe, and went
ahout the business of his store as usnal.

In a few hours it was discovered by the bankers
that a heavy robbery had been made, and for gome
reason guspicion at once attached itsell to the mer-
chant. Soon sharp-eyed detectives were on the
wateh, all, howeyer, unknown to him. When the
merchant went to buy goods, or to do any husiness,
keen eyes were on the lookout, and in about a year
from the time of the robbery, while on his return
from New York, in the hotel of a large city, he was
arrested. He immediately told the officer that he
knew what it was for, confessed the crime, told
them where the money was secreted (what he had
not used), and was goon sentenced by the civil laws
to a long term in the penitentiary, at which place
he is now in confinement.

There are a few points conneeted with this un-
happy circumstance that T wish to speak of':

1. It was sinful curiosity which led this mer-
chant to gee if he could work the lock. Learn from
this, dear youth, to avoid anything that has the ap-
pearance of evil.

2. Be sure that sin will not long remain a secret:
And even if it does vemain a mystery to men, God
knows all about it, and in the great day it will all
be known and punished,

8. The enemy often leads poor souls into sin,
with the flattering tempiation Uhat they, therehy,
will become very happy; but the moment they

transgress, their peace is gone—sometimes forever.
The poor merchant afterward confessed that from
the moment he took the money, his happiness for
this world was ended ; that from that time he never
enjoyed a moment of peace of mind.

4. I have not introduced this eircumsfance wrth
the idea that any of the readers of the InsTRUCTOR
would do so base an act as thal mentioned, but
rather a8 a warning to keep out of the way of temp-
tation. It is an old adage that *“He rides fast
whom the Devil drives,” and all who would walk
surely must walk warily. If any of my young
readers shonld ever be tempted to fake that which
does not belong to them, let them ihink of the
words of David, « THOU GOD SEEST ME,” and
that the way of the transgressor, even in this world,
is hard.

ORNAMENTS.

Tuern is perhaps no denomination in the world
which is go sornpulonsly exact alout the wearing
of ornaments as Sevenih-day Adventists. In faet,
I never saw n person who was in good standing
with onr people, who wore them. It is sometimes
quite a eross for young people, when they embrace
the truth, to lay off their jewelry and ornaments,
but I never knew s single instance where eonver-
gion was gennine, in which it was not done,

Lately I have been reading the Bible very eare-
fully, and, as a vesult, I have come to the conclu-
sion that there is & kind of ornpments which are
not forbidden by the Seriptures; and, as editor of
this paper, I would recommend that all its readers
secure and commence wearing them as quickly as
possible. They are not, however, ornaments of
gold, or silver, or pearl, but still far more precious
than any of them. In fact, they altogether offtyalue
the famous diamonds of the Duke of Brunswick, the
celebrated “Diamond king."™

These ornaments of which I speak are not only
very proper to wéar, but they are also recom-
mended by the Seriptures as the badge of the heav-
enly profession. I may as well tell you at once
what they are, for doubtless you are all anxious io
secure them, and especially as they are never pur-
chaged with money.

The first is deseribed by Solomon, the wisest
man that ever lived, in Prov. i, 8, 9, as follows:

“My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and
forsake not the law of thy mother; for they shall
be an ORNAMENT OF GRACR UNTO THY HEAD, AND
CHAINS ABOUT THY NEoE.” Here are ornaments
perfectly proper for all to wear, boys as well asg
girls, The “instruction of thy father,” and «the
law of thy mother,” if hearkened to, is set down hy
the wise man as an ornament of worth in the sight
of Heaven and men.

Thig is really the same as obeying that commuand
which says, ** Honor thy father aund thy mother,
that thy days may be long upon the land which the

- pn— - i
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Lord thy God giveth thee,” Ex. xx, 12, or, in other
words, obeying the fifth eommandment.

Another ornament is mentioned by this same
wise man, in Prov. iv, 7-9: # Wisdom is the prin-
cipal thing; therefore got wisdom; and with all
thy getting, gei understanding. Bxali her, and ghe
shall promote thee; she shall bring thee to honor
when thou dost embrace her. She shall give to
thine head AN ORNAMENT OF GRACE; A CROWN OF
arnory shall she deliver to thee.”

This is the ornament of wisdom, which all should
secure and wear. It isnot the wisdom of the fool-
ish fashions and customs of this world, which will
goon pass away ; bub that wisdom which i spoken
of in these words: ¢ The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom; and the knowledge of the
holy is understanding.” Prov. ix, 10. May each
young reader obfain this ornament just as soon as
possible, and never, for any price, part with it.

The mext ornament I will} speak of is the one
mentioned by the apostle Peter in these words:
“ Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorn-
ing of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or
of putting on of apparel; but let it be the mippEx
MAN OF THE HBART, in that which is incorruplible,
even the ORNAMENT OF A MERK AND QUIET SPIRIT,
which is in the sight of God of GmrEAT PRICE.”
1 Pet. iii, 3, 4.

Here, dear youth, is ornamentation worth having.
Not the foolish gewgaws and adornments of world-
lings, but ¢the ornament of a meek and quiet
spirit.” How I should like to see all the youthful
readers of the InsrrucTon together, and decked with
these ornpments recommended by the Seriptures.

May you all secure and wear the triple ornament
of Parental Obedience, Heavenly Wisdom, and a
Meek and Quiet Spirit, that you may be admitted
to the gathering on Mount Zion.

THE ROBIN'S NEST.

My Litnue Frinspd Wio Reap onn INSURUOTOR @
I am writing a sermon for the Review, at the house
of Bro, Loughborough's father-in-law, in Vietor,
N. Y.,and ocensionally I step out of my room, under a
piazza, to divert my mind by observing a beautiful
seenery. It is here that I am now seated. About
five feet from where I gif ig a lilac tree, in which is
o robin's nest containing four little robins, which
are nearly full-grown, and about ready to fly. I
have been deeply interested in watehing their mo-
tions, and the care their parents have for them.
They appear to be happy, and always agree. It is
very warm, and they sometimes flap their little wings
and hit one another, in fanning themselves; but
they never revenge. Those who are hii by ihe
awkward, yet instinctive, motions of their fellows,
simply eurl under, and pass on without making a
fuss. And their parents come now and then to
feed them, supplying the wants of all, and cautionsly
watching over them.

Now to me, dear children, there is meaning in
all this, From it you may learn to live in peace
with other chiliren, especially your brothers and
sisters, if you have any; to never revenge for any
seoming abuge you may receive. You may also be

reminded of your dependence on your parents, the
eare they have over you, the interest they manifest
in your welfare, how much they have done for you,
how you would guffer if deprived of their help, how
grateful you ought to be to them, and how you
ought fo be good in return for all their kindness to
you. And your minds can pass from your parents
to God, who made them, and you, and the little
birds, and who even cares for the litile robine. He
who notices these little ereatures and sapplies their
wants, will notice you and preserve you, if you are
good. Can yon not trust in so kind a Father? Will
you not iry to love and serve him, and rememhber
Jesus, his dear Son, who died to save you, and who
often spoke of little birds and little children ?

Remember, also, that he who notices litile birds
and eares for them, is displeased with those wlo
hurt them and break up their nests. If you are
hard and eruel to little birds, you will be =o to
each other., But if you are kind to these little
creaiures, you will be more likely to be kind to
each other, and God and all the good will be merci-
ful to you. D. T. Bovnprav,

Victor, N. ¥., June 17, 1868. :

LITTLE FEET.

Lrvrue feet, so glad and gay,
Making music sﬁl the day,
Tripping merrily along,

Filling all my heart with song,
Well I love your musie sweel—
Patter, patter, litfle feet.

Sometimes anxions, I would know

Just what way these feet must go;

Praying oft that all be fair,

Nor thorns or roughness anywhere,

That flowers may spring their steps to greet—
Patter, patter, little feet,

But then I think that some have trod,
Through thorns and briars, nearer God ;
Though weak in faith, still would I dare

To offer up the earnest prayer,

That Christ would choose whate'er is meet—
Patter, patter, little feet.

I press them in my hands at night,

And kiss them with a new delight,
Believing that where'er they go,

My tender Lord will lead them, so

They'll walk at length the golden street—
Patter, patter, little feet,

BIBLE LESSONS FOR LITTLE CHILDREN.

BY JOSEPH CLARKH,

LESSON TWENTY-TWO.
ABRAHAM AND LOT.—CONTINUED.

Teacher. What country did Abraham take pos-
session of ?

Child. The land of Canaan.
xiii, 12

7. Was it his by the highest authority ?

¢. It was, for his descendants. Aects vii, 5.
pe T.? Had Abraham and Lot large herds of cattle,

o.

(. They were very wealthy in cattle, and gold,
and silver,

7. Had they plenty of pasture for their flocks
and herds ? :

C. They had not, Gen. xiii, 6,

7. ‘What was the consequenee ?

(. Their gervants did not agree together. Gen.
xiii, 6, 7. 4!

Acts vii, 5; Gen.
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T. What did Abraham say to Lot ?

. He said, Let there be no strife between our
gervants, or us. Gen. xiii, 8.

7. What proposition did he make to Lot ?

C. That they ghould separate. Gen. xiii, B

7. Did ke send Lot away ? '

¢. He gu.vo Lot his choice to go, or he would go.
Gen. xiii, 9.

7. Did Lot leave his uncle Abraham?

¢. He did. Gen. xiii, 11.

T. Where did he go?

C. 'To the vicinity of Sodom. Gen. xiii, 12.

7. Was it then a beautiful country ?

€. It was like the garden of the Lord. Gen.
xiii, 10. S

7, What did God promise Abraham at this time ?

C. All the land of Canaan. Gen. xiii, 14-17,

7. Where did Abraham now pitch his tent ?

C. In the plains of Mamre. Gen. xiii, 18.

LESEON TWENTY-THREE.
ABRAHAM RESCUED LOT.

Zsacher. What soon happened to Lot and to the
people of Bodom :

Child. An army came and took them captives.
Gen. xiv, 1-12.

7. What did they do with Lot and the Sodomites ?

C. They drove them from their homes. Gen.
xiy, 11, 12,

. Did they take all they had with them ?

C. They robbed Lot and the people of Sodom.

7. Did Abraham hear of it ?

C.. He did. Gen. xiv, 18.
7. What did Abraham do?
¢. He armed his servants and went in pursuit.

Gen. xiy, 14.
7. Did he overtake the captives ?
¢. He did, and put the enemy to flight.
xiv, 15.
. Did he save his nephew Lot ?
€. He did, and all the people of Sodom. Gen.
xiv, 16.
7. Did he gave all that had been taken ?
€. He took it all from the enemy. Cen. xiv, 16.
7. What did the king of Sodom offer to Abraham ?
€. All the goods which he had taken from the
enemy, Gen. xiv, 21.
7. Did Abraliam necept of the offer?
C. He did not. Gen. xiv, 23.
7. Who met Abraham as he returned ?
C. Melchizedek, king of Balem, a priest of God.
Gen. xiv, 18.
7. What did Melehizedek do to Abraham?
He hlessed him.
What did Abraham give him ?
Tithes of all. -

Gen.

aNnal

LESBON TWENTY-FOUR.
BODOM AND GOMORRAM.

Teacher. About nineteen years after Abraham
had delivered the people of Rodom and Gomorrah
from their enemies, this people having hecome very
wicked duﬁni this time, ag Abraham on a certain
day stood in his tent door in the heat of day, that
ig about noon, he saw three men standing not far
from his temt, and he went near to meet them, and
bowed himself very low hefore them. Gen. xvili,
1-2. Why did he do this?

Child. As a token of respect.

7. Do you think that he noticed something of
unusual dignity in his yisitants?

. No doubt he did,

Gen.

T. What did he offer to them ¥

€. Every refreshment and comfort which they
needed. (ten, xviii, 5.

2. Did they accept his hospitality ?

€. They did. Verse 5.

Z. Who were these men who visited Abraham ?

C. They were angels.

7. What did God promize Abraham at this time ?
. 'That he should become s mighty nation.
xviii, 18,

#. What did the Lord tell Abraham concerning
Sodom and Gomorrah ?

C. That he intended to destroy those cities.
Gen. xviii, 20,

T. As the angels turned to depart, what did
Abraham do?

(. He drew near them. Gen. xviii, 28,

7. For what purpose did he draw near to them?

€. 'That he might plead for the men of Bodom.

7. Tow did he address the Lord ?

€. He gaid, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous
with the wicked ¢

LESSON TWENTY-FIVE.
ABRAHAM PLEADING FOR SODOM.

Teacher. How did Abraham plead for Bodom ?

Child. ¢ Peradventure there are fifty righteous
men in the city, wilt thou not spare it for their
snke? that be far from thee to slay the righteous
with the wicked. Bhall not the Judge of all the
earth do right ! Gen. xviii, 24, 25.

P, What did the Lord say to him?

€.  That he would spare it for the fifiy’s sake.

7. Was Abraham now satisfied ?

¢. He said, “Behold, now, I have taken upon
me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and
ashes: Peradventure theve shall lack five of the
fifty righteous; wilt thou destroy it for the lack of
five "' Gen. xviii, 27, 28.

7. What answer did the Lord make ?

. That he would spare the city for the sake of
forty-five. Verse 28,

7. Did Abraham rest here?

C. He said, Perhaps forty may be found there.
Gen. xviii, 29.

7. What answer did the Lord make ?

C. That he would spare the city for forty’s sake.
Verse 29, 3

T, Was Abraham still foearful for Sodom ?

€. He was afraid that there werd not forty good
men in Sodom.

L. Why do you think so? what did he gay ?

. “0Oh! let not the Lord be angry: Peradven-
ture thirty shall be found there.” Gien xviii, 80.

I What reply did God make to him ?

C. That he would spare Sodom for thirty’s sake,

T. Did this satisfy the mind of Abraham ?

C. He seemed to be in fear for that city, and
continued to plead for it.

7. In what Innguage ?

¢. “Behold, now, I have taken upon me to
gpeak unfo the Lovd: Peradventure there ghall he
twenty found there ?* Gen, xviii, 80.

. Did ihe Lord listen to him ?

C. He said he wounld spare it for twenty's sake.
Gen. xviii, 31.

7. Did Abraham bave the boldness to plead
again ?

C. He said, “Oh! let not the Lord be angry,
and T will speak but this once: Peradyenture ten
shall be found there. Gen. xviii, 82, :

7. Did the Lord spprove of his perseverance?

¢. He did, and said, ““T will not destroy it for
ten's sake.”

L g
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7. Did the Lord continue to converse with
Abraham {

€. He loft communing with him, and wenf, his
way. Gen. xviii, 33. .

BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT.

Bro, Axanoy: The following lines T have copled from recol-
lection, having learned them when a child. Thinking they may
assist some little roaders of the INSTRUOTOR in remembering the
order of the books of the Bible, T send them for publication if
you think best. R. Toavas,

Tur great Jehovah spenks fo us

In Genesis and Exodus;

Leviticus and Numbers, see,
Followed by Deuteronomy.

Joshua and Judges sway the land,
Ruth gleans o sheaf with trembling hand,
Samuel and numerous KinF's appear,
Whose Ohronicles we wondering hiear;
Ezra and Neheminh, now,

Esther the beauteous mourner show ;
Job spe_ulm in sighs, David in Psalms,
The Proverbs teach to scatter alms;
Ecclesiastes then comes on,

And the sweet San of Bolomon ;
Isniah, Jeremiah, then

With Lamentations, takes his pen ;
Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea's lyres,

Swell Joel, Amos, Obadiah's—

Next Jonah, Mieah, Nahum, come,
And lofty Habbakuk finds room
While Zephaniah, Huﬁgai culls
Wra[it Zechavinh builds his walls—
And Malaehi, with garments rent,
Concludes the uncient Testament.

Letter Department.
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Tun prophet Malachi says the Lord heard them
that feaved the Lord and spake often one to an-
other, and said they should be his when he made
up hig jewels. Preeious promise! Dear children,
we loye to have yon speak to one another; but do
you fear the Lord, all of you!?! Do you fear to of-
fend him, or to do any wrong ? May the Lord help
you to walk carefully before him every day.

MariLpa J. AVERY writes from Bowling Green,
Ohio:

For the first time I attempt to write for our litile
puper. I prige it yery highly. If is my desire to live
50 here upon earth, that when Jesus comes T may meet
its readers in the kingdom of our Father. [ know
that we have trials and erosses to bhear, but we must
remember that there is a eroas before the erown. Then
let us bear it cheerfully, without & murmur or com-
Flaint, and set a good example hofore the world, that

hiey may see that we have the truth. I will try to do
the will of the Lord, that when Jesis comes I may have
a home with his remnant people on Mount Zion.

Yes, it ia yery important that we live so that we
may prove to all that we have the truth in our
hearts. Without this our profession will do us no
good. We fear that many Sabbath-keeping chil-
dren keep the S8abbath and do other duties because
their parents do, without bearing any cross of their
own; but we hope it is not o with the writer of
the above. Do you pray in seeret, and love to do
g0? @od secs our hearts. Oh! that he may find

all'pure within,

Marrma M. Merrrrr writes from Princeville, 1L :

‘this year. I write this for the first time.

Ag I have never written for our little paper, I will at
this time try and put in o few lines. I love to rend the
Instrooror very much, We have been faking it for
about seven years. Istarted inthe good canse of Chris
about two years ago, and have heen trying ever since
to do us near right as I can, and to set o good example

re my schoolmates and associntes around me. I
want to be ready to meet the Saviour when be comes
in his glory, and all the holy angels with him,

Two years serving the Lord! How many happy
hours we ought to spend in two years of such ser-
viee; how many answers to prayer; how many
victories over self—our habits and appetites. May
the Lord help you to do as you resolve, and take
you home at last.

Axxa J. OsrErumaur writes from Oswego Co.,
N, ¥.:

1 will write & few lines for the Insrrucron. I take it
Iam tryi
to beé a good g;‘l‘]. I pray that the Lord may forgive ﬁ
my sins, that [ may be his child. Dear friends, ploase
pray for me.

If the Lord forgives all your sing, and then you
are & a good girl and gin no more, you will be his
child, and a happy one, too. The Lord will help
you, only trust in him. And we hope to see you

among the saved when Jesus comes.

And here is another dear child writing * for the
firat time,”” H. W. BraxcuAmrD writes from Prince-
ville, II1. ; -

Tor the first time I will try to write a few lines for
our little paper. I love to read it, and wish it would
come oftener. Pray for me, that I may one day meet
you in the new world.

We are glad you love to read the IxsTRUCTOR,
and hope you love the truth it teaches. If you love
the truth and obey it, and fear and love the Lord,
you will yet see that beautiful new earth, much
lovelier than your prairies in the spring.

Fraxces Brows writes from Ravenna, Mich. ;

1 love to read the Ivstrvoron. I love to go to church
and Babbath School. When we lived ing;\liemphis, e
used to go to church; but we have eome to Muskegon
Co., andg there is no Adventist church here.

It is a great privilege to go to meeting and to
Sabbath School, but if we cannot do that, we can
go to the Baviour in prayer, and find him ready to
meet us anywhere; and without Jesus the meeting
and school would do us no good. Remember this,
Frances, and seek your Saviour's face, and pray
for his love to be in your heart.

Will any of these children grow careless and be
lost at last? Solemn thought! Keep near to Jesus;
he is your only hope. With him you are safe.

“Praving Lrew A Camastran.”—I heard of two
little ¢hildren, a boy and a girl, who used to play
o great deal together, They both became con-
verted. One day the boy came (o his mother, and
said, “Mother, I know that Emma is a Christian.”

- What makes yon think so, my child #*

‘ Becnuse, mothér, she plays like a Christion.”

“Plays like & Christian 2’ said the mother; the
expression sounding a little odd,

“Yes," replied the child, «if you fake every-
thing she’s got, she don’t get angry. Before, she
was gelfish ; and if she didn't bave everything her
own way, she would say, * I won’t play with you;
you are an ugly little boy."
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265 Back Numsrrs.—We have full sets of Ix-
sTRUcTORS, back to February, of the present yol-
ume; therefore those who subseribe now ean have
their subsoriplion commence earlier, if they choose.

g™ Sewoimes Cories Fren,—We shall be will-
ing to mail specimen Numbers of our little paper Lo
quite a number, free, if such names are sent as
might perhaps be¥induced to continue. Send us
the addresses, frienda.

g=== A Worp 10 tHE WorkErs.—We hereby
suthorize every reader of the IxsTnveron to act as
agent for our paper. And will you all endeavor to
to send us, at once, as much as one subscriber?
Probably there are not sufficient efforts put forth to
inerease the circulation of the InstrRucror. There
is no need of the paper cozling 50 cents per year;
only inerease the-subscription sufficiently, and the
price will be reduced. Shall we hear from our
_ agents—soon f

THE BLOTTED BOOE.

“TLook out there!" said a s¢hool-boy to a mate
who was examining his writing sheets with a pen
filled with ink in his hand; ¢“you know if a drop
onee gets on it can’t be removed.”

How true, and also how suggestive this remark,
Our entire life may be compared to a hook, and the
daye to its leaves. Each act that we do which is
wrong, is like a drop of ink spilt upon the fair page
of & book. These blots eannot be removed, but
there they remain fo mar and disfigure the beauty
of the page.

Just so it is with sins, no matter how small they
are, Tach one is a blot upon the character, and
no being in this world can take it off. And the
more reckless and sinful we are, the more speckled
and blotted will our characters be in the sight of
the great God,

Youthful readers, let me inguire how it is with
the leaves of the book which, in a symbol, repre-
sents your life here upon earth, Some of you are
quite young, o that only a few of its leaves have
heen turned. But oh! are they all clean and white,
or sre there on each page, here and there, dark
spots and blols answering to your sins? I am
afraid that most of you have blotted pages, some of
them terribly so; but in that_case, what shall be
done ¢

Ah! there iz one, and one only who ean remove
these blots from our characters; that is Jesus, the
Hon of God, who died for our sins. He alone can
cleange us from all nnrighteousness, and make our
characters spotless and pure in his sight. Go to
him in humble prayer, confessing your follies, and
you will be forgiven, and the dark stains of sin
ghall not trouble you.

May it be the purpose of each of our young read-
ers to keep their life-book all clean and white, so
that awhen Jesus comes they may render up their
account with joy unspeakable.

A COTTAGER'S LAMENT,

AN English Iaborer, whose child was snddenly killed by the
falling of o beam, wrote the following lines. They are touch-
Ingly beautiful.

Swaer, laughing child! the cottage door
Stands free and open now ;

But oh! its sunshine gﬁlds 10 more
The gladness of thy brow !

Thy merry step hath passed away,

Thy laughing sport is hushed for aye.

Thxnmnther by the fireside sits,

d ligtens for thy eall;

And slowly—slowly, as she knits,
Her quiet tears down fall:

Her lttle hindering thing is gone;

And undisturbed she may work on.

OUR HOME,

I morr each dear child whe reads this has a good
home, with a kind father or mother, and, perhaps,
brothers and sigters; though there may be some
who are, like me, an “only child.” If so, then
they may feel lonely sometimes, and wish for a
dear brother or sister to play with. It is just what
I often did when a child, and even now I sometimes
feel n sense of loneliness. But I have dear friends
and a home, and dear, very dear hrethren and sis-
ters in the church; and, when far from them, I
think of them, and long to meet them again in the
prayer and goeial meeting, in the Sabbath School,
and hear their testimonies, and pray with them,
and hear of the heavenly home. Yes, o home in
the benutiful eity. While we thank our Heavenly
Father for good homes and kind friends, let us seek
for a home in the better land, where the  Friend
above all others™ shall wait to receive us. A home
where gickness eannob enter, nor sorrow he known.
No tears nor partings, but all joy and happiness,
Who wants a home with the Saviour? Who will
geek for it? Let him begin now, xow, Oh! delay
not another moment. If you have already started
in the narrow path, press on. Keep your eye fixed
upon the prize. Take eourage, and soon, soon will
the pearly gates appear. May they open for you
und me. In love, 8. J. WagBLiNg.

Memphis, Mich,

“Oaxvor Look rom A Bressiyg,”—An accom-
plished musician, who had been engaged for many
years performing at theaters, easinos, and other
placea of amusement, on being asked why he relin-
quished his employment, answered, ¢ Beeause 1
cannot look to Heaven for a blessing upon it.”
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