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Appendix H
Ellen White’s References to Baptismal Vows
A sampling of White’s references to baptismal vows are given below.
Baptismal vows are a pledge of our allegiance to God. “As Christians submit to the solemn rite
of baptism, He registers the vow that they make to be true to Him. This vow is their oath of
allegiance. They are baptized in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Thus
they are united with the three great powers of heaven.”1 Here White appears to consider the rite
of baptism itself as a form of a vow to God. The way she describes this allegiance to God is
through renouncing the world, observing God’s law, and choosing to walk in a new life. Those
who pledge such allegiance are enabled with God’s power to fulfill His desires for them.2
Baptismal vows are a sign of adoption. “All who enter into a covenant with Jesus Christ become
by adoption the children of God. They are cleansed by the regenerating power of the Word, and
angels are commissioned to minister unto them. They are baptized in the name of the Father, of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”3 The way we can see this adoption is that the person is dead to
the allurement of worldly desire, they engage in heavenly conversation, and through the Spirit,
they demonstrate a powerful influence for God. This is what Ellen White describes as the new
life that a person enters into upon baptism.4
Seek the heavenly things. “Those who have taken part in the solemn rite of baptism have pledged
themselves to seek for those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of
God.”5 To seek the things of heaven means to use the power that Christ gives you to rise to
greater spiritual understanding and to make changes in word and action so that your life may
become in closer harmony to the life of Christ.6
Baptismal vows are a sign of undivided affections to the Lord. “The new converts to the truth
should be faithfully instructed in the plain ‘Thus saith the Lord.’ The Word of the Lord is to be
read and explained to them point by point. All who enter upon the new life should understand,
prior to their baptism, that the Lord requires the undivided affections.”7 Here White points out
that those who are baptized do so as a sign of their affections to God: that is, that they love God
and keep his commandments.
Baptismal vows serve as a renunciation of the world. “Those who are baptized in the threefold
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, at the very entrance of their Christian life
declare publicly that they have forsaken the service of Satan and have become members of the
royal family, children of the heavenly King.”8 To renounce the world and forsake the service of
Satan means to come out of the world and enter the kingdom of God. It means leaving behind
worldly ambitions and desires and instead joining Christ in his eternal life.9
Baptismal vows mark commitment to do good works. “By baptism they pledged themselves to a
ministry of good works.”10 Ellen White instructs new believers to seek out ways to practice their
faith after baptism. The commitment at baptism is not only a commitment to hold beliefs, but it
is a commitment to put those beliefs into action. One way that we can do this is through
supporting and strengthening our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.11
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