GENERAL CONFERENCE STATISTICS, 1880

From reports brought to our late General Conference, and from other
authentic sources, we are able to compile quite full statistics showing
the standing of the Conference, as presented in the following tableswe=-
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From the foregoing table, as compared with last year's report it
11 be seen that three new Conferences have been added; namely, Upper
Columbia, Province of Quebec, and Denmark,

The number of ministers stands the same, although nine have been
ordained the past season. This arises from an error in last year's re-
Port, It appears that in some instances ministers who belonged to one
Confarenco, and were laboring in another Conference or in some mission,
were inadvertantly reported from both. Thus the number of ministers
given last year was too large by nine. A correct report as between the
two years would show an increase of nine the present year.



The number of licentiates is 35 less. The reason of this is that
the Conferences have granted licenses heretofore to persons who have
made no use of them. This year they concluded to reduce the number to
those who will actually spend a portion, if not all, of their time in
the field. Thus the working force in this division will be no less than
formerly, though the figures are smaller.

The churches show a gain of forty-one. This increase has been in the
following~named Conferences:s Maine, two; Pennsylvania, four; Ohio,
seveny Michigan, four; Indiana, three, Illinois, six; Minnesota, two;
Iowa, three; Kanses, seven; California, two; Kentucky, one; Denmark,
three; Quebec, one; Colorado, two. ‘Total, forty-seven. But New York re-
ports two less, and Dakota and Missouri, one each less, while the two
in Ontario are reckoned with Michigan, to which Ontario was united last
year, making a net gain of Ll.

In membership there is a gratifying increase of one thousand four
hundred and twenty-nine. This is the largest increase of membership yet
reported .in any single year. The same may be said of - - .

The Financial Report. This shows an increase of ten thousand one
hundred and forty~two dollars and fifty cents. The figures in this de-
partment are taken chiefly from the reports of the treasurers of the
various Conferences, and hence show only the amounts paid to the trea- -
surers, not including that portion of the funds which the churches re- -
tain for their own use. , ..

Thus, in some respects the past year shows a good degree of pro-
perity. We should be glad to see, each year, a large inerease of labor-
ers; for the crying want of the cause if for men to enter the openings
Providence is everywhere placing before us » and to answer the Macedonian
calls arising on every side, "Come over and help us." - In these closing
years of time,~~time of such thrilling importance, of such infinite
value,=~it 1s to be exceedingly regretted that the time and talents of -
some of our young men of promise, who could be workers for the truth, -
should be. diverted into mere bwsiness channels. We have reason to pray
that all to whom God has given ability to labor in his cause may devote
it to this all-important work, and that the Lord will send forth more
reapers; "for the harvest time is near.® SRR
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