Avvemrist. My friend, while we sre waiting
here ot the depot, let me esll yomr sitention to
theme ears. They are eertoinly o wonderful ip-
vention, the admiration of all the world. Thiz is
un aze of wonders! bub fhere iz nothing mors
“wonderfnl thon the cors,

Srnanaer.  Very true, indeed. I siways look
on them with feclings of awe and sdmiration. T
seem3 o thongh they wers worthy of being a sub-
ject of prophecy. I have semetimes thought they
mighi he w sign of the millenninm.

Apvestizr. My fijend, I think ihey are o re-
mamlalls falillment of an sneient prophecy.  As
I bave the Bille here, I will raad it. I verily be-
lieve that the man cannct be found, hewsver
familizr with thiz invention, who ould give as
acenrate o dupsription of o railroad train in 30 fow

~
.
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words a3 are employed in the beok of Ged dor
that prposs.

STeaneEr. I am interested to see such a
prophesy, it there be one. I never hesrd omr
minigter mention it.

Avventizt,  If yon ook to pepulor ministers
for information on the prophesiss, you may he
Lept iu the Jdark. They say that the prophecies
are sealed 3 that they cannot be undersivod.  You
must leck for gonrecll,  IMewever, lot nsreed thiz
propheey, Nahwm 2: 8-5: ¢ The chariots shall hs
with flaming tovches in the day of Ilig prepara-
tion, and the fir trees shall be.terribly shalen.
The chavicts shull rage in the strects, they shall
jusile vue against .ancther in the broad ways;:
they shall scem like gorches, they shall mmn liks
the lightninga.” I understand thit this prophecy
is fuliillad bafore onr eyws.

“ The choviota shall be with faming forchos.”
This, yon will readily cce, shows that they will be
propelled by fice, @ ai lsost thai dre will he used
on phom For some purpose while running.

“Thay sloll seem like torches:” that ig, they

shall look like torches in the dark. How exactly
this iz tlfilled by the vars! See! there comes
train now. I am glad that i is night, so thas yon
ean 300 the Yovee of ‘this prophecy. Thera! seo
that illuminated train approaching, Does it noé
sesm like o Jaming koveh in the dark? .
o Sreavett. I musi conless that it doss seem
to be o fnifillment of the prophecy, Tiut has
- there never heon auything like this hefore the
running of the railroad cars T

AvvexTist. No, my friend; fire was never
applicd to the propelling of any carriage till thess
railways wors invented, which was less than fifty
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years ago.  Tho ears uot only fulfll this part of
the propheny, but ihe whole of it. “Tha chari-
otg shall rage in the sireeis,”  To rage i3 to act
veheraently, t moke mueh noisz ond sdo. There!
look at that frain 28 it pacses u3, snd hear what a
deafening noise it malkes when it whistlee,  How
the gronud shakes, and sverything trembles as it
pagses ! 1ow could it be mors appropristely de-
zoribad than by ssying that it ragee?  Then,
agoin : ¢ They shall justle ons againat enother in
ihe brosd ways.”  Thore, you see those switches
snd side tracks. There wre side tracks enongh
for several traing v pase cach other at the ssme
time.  Ience, thess may very sppropristely he
salled < broad ways,” wider then the crdinsry
treck.  Now wateh thot [reight train ae If
awitches off to nuload wnd lead again.  Ssye the
priphecy, < They shall justle one againgt anothor
m the hroud ways.'””  See them run oue against
snother, maling everything ring, in switehing off,
hacking up, snd starting agsin,

Stranazn., Well, it does seem to it very well
3¢ fur, I contess. ¢ They shall run like tha light-
wings.” That certainly is irne of the sars. Tt is
agtonishing with what rapidity they derun,  Inal-
mosb the words of the prophesy, soms irains hava
Leen called ¢ lightning trains.”” I helieve thes
naver was any sarriage invented hefore that could
run anywhers nesr so last, was there?

Avvearist.  Clortainly not.  Swift-footed »ni-
mals were the fastest wesns of conveyanee which
men cenld bave till the rsilwsy was inveuted.
Till within ity yesrs, it took Jong weeks and
monihs b iravel a few hundred wiles, which con
new ba traveled in a fow honrs.  Nothing in the
paat could fily fulfill thiy propheey—-* They ahall
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run liks the lightnings "—kut the sare de strik-
ingly fill the picinre.

STEANGER. I am pretty well satisted that this
prophecy deeg vofer to the cors.  If we deny this,
It 8eews to me we wight d«my the Puldlloont of
any prophecy s fov I do not e how i sonld well
ke mush plainer.

AopventsT. There was nover anything in the
pozt that would flfill this prophecy. Dut ths
oarg do fullll every partienlar ; henes, we are sat-
isiied that they are what the prophecy pointed to.
Iaging setiled this point, I now wish io eall your
attenticn bo ancthor peint in thig prophesy, cne
which makes it of great inierest tc me. Whon
wag this prephesy to he uliilled 7 and what was
it to ke o zign of, when fallilled ?

Stravept. Is there auything by which we con
tell ?

Apverrist.  Thers gshould be, or the propheey
would be of ne use o ng. Reosd again: ¢ The
chaviotg shall Tw with flaming torehes ién #he doy
af his proparaiion.” ¢ Ilg prﬂpamtmn 1MEAN3
the Lovd's prepovagion, as may be seen Iy the
provicus verss.  What this (hy of preparation is,
may he learned by looking back a liils farther,
in the Gfth verss o the previous chapier: “The
meomtaing quake ot him [the Lord], sod the hills
mlt, and the eavih iz burned at his presonss, yea.
thy world and ail thai dwell thorein,” Vorse 7
gpeaks of the day of troubls.  Versc 9 says that
the Lerd ¢ will make an niter end.” Vorse 156

82y8, ¢ Lehold npan the monntains the feot of IIlm
thai briageih Gwd fidings, that puhlisheth peuce.
By Isa. ’Sﬁ: , 8, we see that EhlS ie when *“the
L-u«l rhall ‘hrm-r agsin Zion,” When will this

hoppon ? Ma,nncstlv. in the day of God, when
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the Lord eowes o save his saints, and to. destroy
the carth, Nahum is speaking of the same that
Isuiah is, when the latier says, ¢ Belold the doy
of the Lord eometh, eruel hoth with wrath wnd
fleres anger, to lay the land de&c-la,tﬂ: and he sholl
_destroy the sinnera thereof wub of it.”  Iss. 15: 9,
This, then, is the day for which God is preparing.

STEANGER. Can it be pessible, then, thlnt "
these wonderinl cwrs sye 2 sign of the day of

God ? wnd that this sign 8 even now o remark-
d,bly fulilled hefore ony uyes ! ¢

Avventist,  Yes, wy friend, it is uot only
possihle, bt it is Zraz : for God has said that the
chariots sbould be with faming torches, &e., in
the day of hie preparation. This world hing stood
for almest 6000 years: grest men have lived, tul-
entad men, men of gening, yeb they never juvented
snything o fulill “this propheey il within lese
thin fil ¥ yeors.  Men needed, wanted, snd
Jl‘f‘auh‘ drmnwd srmathing like the cars to travel
with, in the mst a8 tuush as e, Yot uo mon
counld ]ll.V!:‘l'_t tham. Why nei? God had suid
they shinld he & zign of tha day of wrath. Ilis
word eould not be broken, For n-)allv half o cont-
wry, thiz warvelous sign of the dw of the Lord
at hand hae gonn thundormc and raging through -
the grest sities sud towus of the world. ]]v»qv
time & trajn of surs goes Ly < like the lightuings,’
it gays, “The day of hia preparation los come.”
Every ime the old engine whistles, it ssys, in
thunder tones, ©The dw of God iz at hand.”
Feorinl day! Doy of wraill! Who aball be abls
to atend ¢

STRAnGEL. I have long thought that moeny
things indicate the end of the world neay wh h md,
thulwh I 4id not kwow how wear.
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ArverTist.  This is very plain to he seen by
thoge whe study the word of Ged, and eowpare
it with the signg of the times. It is rewsrked
Ty all ibai this is an age of wonders.. Namerous
greut and wonderful inventions have besn broughe
oui here, within a fow years’ fime, a3 it wore, all
tugsthor,  The railroad, the steambeat, the tele-
graph, the prinking peess, and maany oihor im-
provements in evorything, have heen develeped
within the past few years. Why ig this? God’s
word kolls why—tihey ave sizns of the last Jays.
In the “time of the end,” ssys Daniel, “raany
ghall vun fo and e, and tnewledge shall he in-
creaged.”  Dan. 12: 4,

Strategh.  Thai prophecy s aorteinly hoing
fuldlled now., I am inclined o believe that the
Lovd has o design in all ¢his.

ApvEnTrsT.  Yes, it i3 ihe day of kis prepa-
rabion, snd he is using these ingiramentaliiies in
proparing gho world for the havvesy of ‘the aveat
day. The merchant and man of bnsiness think
the sars o good thing, bocause they can make gain
oui of thew ; the poliiisian, hecanse they aid him
in his work; and the plessuve-zecksr, hocanse
they conbribute to his enjoyment. Cod and his
word of propheey are not thoughg ot  Dub God
will nge them in his own sacred worl, in corrying
his light.and his wmessage to the world.

Srearcen. I ifear chese things are go, and
thare are other signg which scem i indicate the
gams thing.

Apvinrsr.  Oh, yug; there have beon signs
in ths sna, snd in the moon, and in the shars, and
upon the earth overywheve. Tov nearly thirty
years, thore have been huodreds of mon proclaim-
g the coming of the Liord nigh at hand.  Thou-
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sands of tonz of books und tracts have been seat-
tered all over the werld. Muliitudes ara looking
for Jesus scon to comein the clouds of heaven.
If tke Lord should coma= as a thief, he and his -
gaints would be olear. The world has heen
wornad.

STRANGER. If these things ave so, they cer-
tainly sre worthy of atiention. I must look inte
them. DBut what is meant by the day ol ¢ His
preparation ¥

Apvrurisr.  While Noah was preaching and
preparing the ark during the 120 years, that was
the day of God’s preparation for the destimotion
of the world by ihe flood, was it not ?

StrAGEE.  Yes, of course.

Avviurier.  So it was ab other {imes we might
mention: and so it i3 now. For nearly half &
cenfury, Ged has heen preparing the world for
the eoming of his Sonm, by the preaching of hia
gervonts, and by nmmerous signs in hesven and
corth. This is whai i3 meant by the ¢ day of hia
preparaiion.” :

SrraeEr.  If this be so, it is imporfant that
we alze ba preparing for it. The mass ‘of the
world are far from heing prepared, except it be
for destruction, where they ssem to be fast going.

Apvextier. Well, iy [riend, I must now go.
Moy the Lord impress these things upon yonr
mind, help you to look into his word, o dizesrn
the gigne of the times, and may we fnally be
savad in the coring Lingdom of fod.

Do M. 2.
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