THE COMING OF THE LORD.

BY AX ENGLISH WRITER.

“Qur God shzll come, and shall not keep silence; a fire
shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous
round about him. He shall eall ¢o the heavens from above,
.and to the earth, that be may judge his people. Gather my
saints together vnio me; these ihat have mesde 2 covenani
with me by sacrifice. And the heavens ghall declars his
gi%hteousncss; for God is judge himseli. Selah.” Pe. 50:-

WE stand on the cve of one of the greatest ¢vents
the world has «ver witnessed. Signs are muliiplying
en every side of us, compared with which there has
been no parallal, sither in the history of the church or
the world. One of the greatest changes to both hangs
upon this greaf cvent. It is the coming of the Lord
Jesus Chrisi the sccond iime, in power and glory, to
bring oll things into subjsction to himszelf, and to he
“Iing of kings, and Lord of lords.” Let ns sec what
thke psalmist says of this event in the passege under
consideration.

The first word is a striking one—< Our God.” It is the
JSamily word. Ione but the child can use it. That
child is ope of ibe family. He is reluted to his Heav-
enly Father. * 11 haa been redeemed and brought nigh
by the blood of Christ. Heis in the honds of the ever-
lasting covenaut. He iss joint-heir with Christ. Hz can
leok up, and say, “ My beloved is mine, and I am his.”
He will be able {o say, with joy when the Lord shall de-
scend from Heaven in flaming fire, ¢ Lo, this is ouwr *
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GGod ; we have waited for him, and he will save ns ; this
is the Lord; we have waited for him; we will be glad
and rejoies in hie salvation.” Yes; it is the family
word. Hewhe now pats inio our lips the sweci. werds,
“onr Tather,” vnzbles us iolook forward in that sol-
emn hour, and say, Que Goil.”

We are sbont to meditais on a solemn scens—God
coming down to this earth in human foria, 28 o dovour-
ing fire, with sforms snd tempests raging around him,
Oh! how neecessary to be able o say heforo we gaze
npon i, ¢ Qur God.” What will it b2 if we sannof
say, ¢ Owi God”? With what fuelings of tervor and
aloxm mueh it be viewed, unless we can say, in prespuct,
« (e God.”  Meke snrg of this, render, hefore” you
20 o shep forther.  Only ihis can wake you calm in
the peoapuct, aud in the realicy wheu it comes, to be
able e say, ¢ G God”" Therefor: i ie thai the
Holy Spirit puts this litile word firsi, on whish we may

. dwell aurnestly, soberly, soarshingly, before we proccad
Y, &'y, P

te ihat which follows.

“QOnr God shall come, and shall not keep silence.”
In order «learly 6o understand what is meant hera by
God’s “noi kaeping silence,” we musb refor to the slos-
ing purt of the chapfer, from the sizteenth vorseto the
tweniyseccud : ¢ Bub unbe the wicked, God saith,
What hask thou to do to Jeclars my eiatuics, or thai
then shouldattake my covenant in thy yanuih T secing
“thon hetest instruckion, snd eagfash wy words kehind
thee. When thou sewast = thief) then thon conscnt-
edst with Lim, and hast, been partaker wish adulierars.
Then givest thy mouik o 2vil, and thy tovgue finm-
eth daceit.  Thouw sittesi and  speakest against thy
brother; thou slandercet thine own moiher’s son.
These things hast thow done, and I kept silence : thou

-
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thoughtest that I was altogather such an ona as thyself”
Ilers God raviews the churaster of the wicked in this
dispensation. It is 2zuckly what has been going on in
our world for the lush siz ihomsand yeuvs. Men have
heeu taking God's covenant “in their mouth,” in other
words, m,;kmg a prosession ol religion, \"hl]"‘ all tha
tine, the pomer of religion has heun 'tbsrauf Under-
uuaih thiz profession; six ond juiguity of the worst form
have besu carried on. Mon bove really bicen “ hattug ™
God, nud vastiug his words hebind thew.”

“ Thelf,” “udultery,” “ovil,” «deesity” ¢ falee wit-
pegy,” “slonder,”—have ot all these things heen going
on in the world af a fearful speed T All this while,
Qid lae “Lapt eilouns”” ITa Livs not intafered o
afrike wen down, in such uets, with his arin of judg-

nvent ;30 wen lu,em to auy, “ Whers is God?  Tush!
doih God g2 T 17 thare be « God, why dose he nob
interfore T Bither there is mome, or els: he is “alfo-
getler such an onz ws cursalves.”  Thuog ke world has
goue op—ihe wicked “ donrishiug s o gresu hay tree,
the righteoue refnrning with o  full cup ™ of tcars, and
God Leeping silencs. Dat it shall not slways he so.
“Our God shall come, and shall not keep silerce”” MHe
shall come and  reprove”™ men, und ©3et™ vach act
and deed “in order ™ “helore the eyes ™ of the wisked.
It is interesting to voiies luw nserly oll the features of
the wieked, deseribed in this chapter, wnd whiek history
has indorsed u the dominans prineiples in the world,
urs agaiv reproduced by the Holy Spirit in the third
\.hJI‘L"’l’ of 8t Paul’s second -epistle fo Timothy, uud
whick are to bi more prowinsnsly developed-—as the
dower from the bnd—in the lash days.

And whut are to Tys the beralds of the esming? “A
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{ire ghall dovonr before hiw ; and it shall be very tem.
pestnous round choni hiw”  Lers, agein, ihe Holy
Spiris coniirms thiz teatimnny by 6. Paul: “ And to
yoa Who ar? troukled, rest with ns, when the Lerd
JTesuz shall he reveuled ftom heaven with hie mighty
angals, in llaming live, tuking véngeanss en thom thas
Luew ot Ghod, and ihat nbﬁy nof. the gospel of our
Liord Jesus Jhn:t ;3 who ghall be pum,h-:-l with ever-
lasting destruction irom bhe pregsuee of the Lerd, and
{eem the zlory of his pewer. " Yes, from ops ond of
shrisiendom o oho other, one piercing ory shall rend
the heaveng: ¢ Ve rocks und ‘hills, fall wpon ns, and
hide ns {rom the preseass of the Lamh.” The on-
ireaty, caruast and loud, will then b beard from many
a lip that now scorns ihs preschingg of the wross: ¢ Lond,
Lord, opsu be s " i <00 late”  Ti shall b veRY
>mp=1stuuus The nations chell be ai thair wits’ sod.
Thes ies of peture »nd of aocisiy chall b sei at naught.
Men's lusts and passiona sbell have unbridled course.
They shall run (o and fra.  Epowledge shall invrazse.
Meor’s hearis, on ll '5'!1"?, will be {ziling “ihem for
faar, and for lonking aiier those ihings whish ato som-
ing on the sarth” A lew will lifi up their heads in
¢hai nnizersal wrcek, snd run salmly ond joyfaily; for
they know their relemption js nigh, their hour of iri-
umph ob hand. OL! o siand cmong Lha‘ litile band
in thai awlul honr, nod he able bo ¢ ay, ¢ Quz God 1"
Liug whei will the Lord do then ? “Hos shall sall
to tha heavens [rowm '\b-)vo, and e the euvth, thay he
mey juwlze his poople)’  * # * Ths Spicit
of Glod conlirres this testiwony by St Paul: ¢ For thls
wie sy unic you by ihe word “of the Lord, ihai we
which ave nhv:* and tomain nnts the coming of iths
. Lord, shall not provent them which eve asleep. Koo
the Lord himscl? shall deseend from IIeaven with 2
shont, with the vaice of the Archangsl, end with the
tmmp of Cod, aud ke dead in Chriss shall rise first
theu we which are wlive'and remain shall be caughi up
together with them in the clouds to mect the Lord in
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tha air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord”  Tho
word rendered ¢ then,” in this passage, may bz mors
“eorrzetly rendered “after thud,”” and zhows ma thab
wome inierval may elapse between the mectiug of "the
dead wainis and the living ones before they are aken
up to meei ihe Lord inthe sir. The fond gresiing,
ihe loved embrace, the outburst of joy, shall !l it up.
Then all shall ris: together uh one und the some suw-
mon3 from on high, “and 20 shall wa aver be with the
Tord” “Eeer with the Lovd!”  Oh! the joy of
thees words!  Ilere thought fails. The lips falter.
The mind eluinks,  Keernity alone can iell their
depth, We wait to sound their wcaning, Whao
would net. gay, in such & world of sin, and scrrow, snd
death, a3 this, ¢ Come, Lord Jasug, some guickly !

Buf wak the pralmisi’s words,  Who are they t]ni,
are 2clled?  “ Qather my ssints fogether mnte mwe!’
What un evpressive word—‘ iy seanis” How the
Lord appropriates them »a hia cwn! “They shall he
mine in the day when I make up my jewels”” Whai
pracious wards—¢ my saiate,” “my jewels!” ¥ What
sindul, erring ereaturss wa are! How do we d,..llv and
hourly proveks the Lord wholovez us! W hab Lauahtv
shildren e Lord has to munsge! How he may auy of
us, us Mosee said of Tsruel, ¢ Yo bave baen rebelllnus
ugulnﬂt tb: Lord sinee she ddv that I knew you;” unid
yeb, ¥y saints!” “my ]Av-e]a"’ Ol, whai, sraen '\
what wondrous lave!

Bt murk ancther word here, @ Gadlher my seinia.”
“Te shull guther the lewabs in hiz arms””  He chall
gabber thew os a shepherd his sheap in the heur of
wenkness end depger—ihs weak ounes, thw mervons
ones, those who sintt af u shy ulow, nud tremble uf the
ﬁuubuma of u leal.  They sball nut be weak or merv-
ous then. The frail hody shall he dropped forever,
and ihey ehall be clasped in an embrace snch, aa i;'ue.y
have never kuowa on earth, fo o bocom of infinite love,

Lot mark anoiher word here. ¢ Gather my ssints
fogecher”’ It is the fumily mesting. It is the grand
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reunion. T is ithe glad assombly. We shall not riss
to mect the Lord individwlly—in isolriions. W shall
be gatheted fogether. So the aposile spraks of our
“gothering togeiher wnio him.”  And again, ¢ Wo
which are alive and vemain shell be canghi up together
with them.”  No mors separation! No meara seats, or
systerac | All together ! O mind, on: heurt, one
iy, vus glad macting, withont ihe sheldow of o farawell
zreeting ever darkening i3 shoces ! Whai heari does
- nob bound ub the thonght!

Bub merk yob one word mors, the swaetest of 1,
“upis Me.” Ah! what wonld 211 the athers be with-
oat this?  Noihipg, noiking! The foam, the dust,
the shadow, the air! What would #heé meeling he
without Jdesus? Whai is ony mesting without him ?
The very notes of ITeaven would be discord ;5 its jusper
walls would ke hidenus; iis very air would be appress.
ive. I wonld sll be dreariness, and dwerkuoess, sud
death,  With his woies, every seng is swest, In his
smile, every count:nnues is bright. Tvery chord of
the goldeu harps will vibrats with his praise. Dvery
voice will b voeal wiik his name.  Jeang, Josns, Jesus !
—through siernity.  For this ibe Lord himsell prags
“Tuther, T will that they slso whem thon hast given
e, be with we whers T zm, thot they may behold my
glory.” Love can only he sutisfied with the presenes
of iis object,  So with the Savienr. [I2 longs for us.
L waiis for ws.  We must be with binn,  Ilow con he
be happy withent ue?

But who are those thns zatheved? Mark it well,
reader : “Those thai have wade a eovensnt with me
by sucrifiea.” They are those who have luid themselyos
end their earthly subatnnee on olfering on God’s slisr,
end who have made a covenant with God through the
sactilise of the Lord Josus Christ.  Thoy ars the Haod-
bonghé onea, They are thos: whe have wasi thom-

. elvos—all sin and znilt, helpless and undenc—on tha
finished work of ths Lerd Josns,  They are these who
vry irom the depthe of their hearts i—
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¢ Qther refuge bave I nona;
Hunge my helpless soul on thee.”

Reader, have you dono this? I you have not, then
you ure not in thub 2ovenunt.  And if you are not in
that sovenani uow, san you thiuk of that meeting 7
You ray hide thiz sad picture frons your nonscl«,ncb,
or, worse thun ull, chargs your sin on God by a series
of czcusea, Fut it will wot avail then. Mmk the
nexf vergz: “The hesvens shall deslure his righteous-
mesg; for God i3 judge himeell” His righteous deal-
ings will ihen he acknowledged by cvery lip, snd be
fali by every heart. Dven the wicked will he coro-
pelled to own i, And pei only so, kmb rightecusness
sh-xll be written on !.V‘:I'V”]lnb, ag it naver has been
yeb.  And why T “Tor God is judge himsell.” Ie
zhall ba indge in the earth, and the rezult will be right-
eous judgm:ani. Misrule, injusiies, oppression, will all
be ended then. “Righteouaness shall cover th earth
u3 the waters cover ¢he s2a.”

Ard what i3 the praciical lesson from all this, for the
world, ug well w2 for God’s proplz? There is u word
for euch one ab the closz of ihis chapter. “Ye that
jorgei God, consider thic,”  VUnpeconverted reuder,
weigh it well, lesé God “tear thee in pieces”” The
day is #f hand.  Consider. Fly te Jesus. He is your
only bope.  Out of him yim are not safe for a moment.
Lie warned, und hagis ie the rafuge.

‘“huawm ‘“order your conv»rsmcm,’ or citizznzhip,
“ aright.” Alm to fxlaufy Josus,  Let lis praisa ﬁl
your hearf.  Leb his image e cled.rly deeidedly, un-

'mxsu,J.Lal-]v, wrilten om ecvery aet of yomr lifs. De
whele-kaartzd for Christ,  © Be thow faithful unto
desth, and I will give thes & crown of 12,

(== Price of ihis Traci, posi-paid, " 51,00 per hundred.
Address, Review swp Oerawp, Baiile Creck, Mich.
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