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BY ELDEE D. M. CANRIGHT.

Texr.—* Wherefore I will not be negligent to put. yon alwwys
in remembrance of these things, thongh ye know them, an be
established in the present iruth.”” 2 Pet. 1:12.

WhHayY talk so much about the coming of the Lnrdf

Can we know unything about when it is to oegur ?
Does not the Bible say, « Of that day and hour Luow-
oth no man” ? and even if we could know when it was
coming, what is the use of saying so much zbout it ?
If we are only preparzd to die, are we not pruparo 1 for
the coming of the Lord? "Why male division, anJ stir
the people on this point? Would it not be bet"' to
unite with cthers in converting souls to God by prigich-
ing Christ and repentance instead o making a Feparale

party by talking abouf the coming of Christ?  All be-

lieve that he will come sometime.-

g

-
These arc some of the most common objections that

we, Adventists, meet wherever we 2o; 2nd to answer

them, is the object of this tract. No doubt they seem

reasonable to thozz who make them. Yet we think
we can show that they are entirely unseriptural. Our
texl speals of “ che present truth.”” Not that Peler is
spesking of our times, but it shows that therc was
in his days, and hence, that therc may be at other
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ume , what he denominates “present trut ”—‘-th'lf i3,
a truth which is applicable at one time, but is not at
anothor.  Somec truths are always equally true and ap-
piicable; 28, There is 5 God; we should love him ; 1en
should repent of their sing, &2, These iruths should al-
wuy3 be presched.  Liub other truths have a more locil
and temporary application; but yet are equally impor-
tant. Noah’s casc will illustrate thia. God, at the
proper time, gave him o message to warn the world wiik
ragerd to tbe soming flood. This ha did for about a

" hnndred and twenty years, ill it‘came. Tt was impor-

tant that he should warn the world of that impendicg
calomily. God blesszd him in doing it. Dut suppose
that, afier the flood was over, l{oah had continued to

-preach that the ilood wes soming, just as he had before

it did come, wonld ibere have bacu any propristy in
his astion, or any foree in his preaching? Would i6
have been true 7 Cortainly not.  The time had passed
for that message to be proclaimed. Tt had been prus-
ent truth to the gencration thet perished in the fcod ;
lut it was not present truth aficr the flood was passed :
nor wonld it have besn, a thousand yeats bafore it czme.
Did net God sand out N(ﬂh' Yes. Did ho not have
an important messag: ! Was it not the truth? Cer-
tainly. Did not God bless him in preaching it? He
did. ould he have meglected that message.and been
clear hafore Gtod? 17 he had refosed or neglected to

“give it, God would have rajecied him and raised up

somehody whe would give it.

. Take another ease.  When God sent Jonah to Nine-
voh, the prophai cricd, “Yet foriy days and Nincveh
shall be overthrown.” ~Was it important that that
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' War‘ning should be given to Nineveh? We well know
it was, from God’s dealing with Jonah when he refused
%o give it; and when the prophet delivered his message,
‘behold, how mightily it siirred that great eity.. It
caused themn fo repent in dust.and ashes. It was the
mesns which God used for their salvation. It was
present truth to them at that time, and if they had

neglected it they would have perished. Put suppose

that Jonah, becanse God 30 greatly blessed that procla-
matior, had kept right on preaching the same’ thing
for years afterward, ¢ Yet forty days and Nineveh shall’
be overthrown,” would that have been sensible ? would
it have beentrue? Certainly not; it had been  pres-
- ens truth,” but could he no longer.

Take another case. At the first advent of Chr}sb,
(iod raised up John the Baptist acd sent him with an
eapecial message to prepare the people for the coming of
the Messiah. John preached the baptism of repentance,
telling them that they should believe on him who should
come after him. That was an especial message, an es-
pecial warning. ~ God was in it, and greatly blessed it.

While John was preaching, it was emphatically the
present truth for that people. Those who heeded it
were blessed of God, while those who did not heed i,
rejected the connsel of God againsi themselves. Luke
7:29,30. "« And 2ll the people that heard him, and
-the publicans, justified Grod, being baptized with the

baptism of John. But the Pharisees and lawyers re. -

jected the counsel of God against themsalvcs, being not
baptized of him.” But afier Christ'had come and the
gospel had been fully introduced, would ‘it have been

proper for the aposiles, orany others, to preach the same

-

S
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message that John d1d a few years before ? It would
' have been entirely ous of order. Ii would ‘ot bave
been truth, and God would not bhave hlessed it. See
; this fact 111uﬂ rated in Aects 18:22-28; 19:1-T.
Apollos, some fiftcen years afier the lesurr@cbxon did
preach and baptizc after the manner of John; yet, when
Paul’ came tbere, he bapiized these same individuals
over agaip; into the ihen present truth of a riscn
Christ. These illustrations might be muliiplicd to any
extent, bui these are suficiens to show the meaning
and irpori of * present éruth.” '

All raust agree with us that thereare 1mportant stir-
ring truths which the people should hear a6 one time,
which, if heard at any other, would not be true. Peo-
ple are continually asking wus, If these things are true
.which you are preaching about the coming of Christ,
-why were they not found out and preached before ?
In the light of facts already stated, the answer is
“plain: The time had not come, and it would have
been entirely out of place. For MNoah, or Jonmah,
or John the Baptist, {0 preach what they did a
thousand years before ine events came to pass, would
have been out of place. So it would have keen entirely
out of place for ihe people fo proclaim the immediate
coming of Christ a thousand or even a hundred years
ago, when it was not at hand. Bui when "the fullness
of time has come, 2nd thai event is just at hand, then
it is present truth, and a mighty one, too, to proclaim
that event. - Chiist himgelf illustrates it in this maaner.

After stating the signs which should mark his sécond
coming, and further stating that it should be at that
time as it wag in the days of Noah, be says, ¢ Who ihen
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ig a faithful'and wise servant, whom his lord hath made

ruler ovér his household, io give them meat in due sea-.

son?” Who then, that i3, at that time, at the time of
his second coming, is a wise eervant, and will be found
giving the household meat in due season?  Look at the
illustration. It is that of a man providing propel food
for the hausehold during the seasons. Here is. 5 Wan
I(eepmg boarders. Daring the winter, he prov«de
bread, meat, potatoes, iea and coffee, and other food
commenly uzed in winter. This is considered proper
food for the household during the winter, and no one
complaios ; but, by-and-by, spring draws near, und early,

vegetables come; but he provides none for his table.
StrawberTies and raspberries are ripe, but he buys none
for his boarders ; ; cherries and apples ave in the market,
but not any appear on his'table. Ile provides for ‘hem
exactly the same that he did for the winier food.
Would there not be some complaining in thut. house-
hold ¥ Yes, and justly too; for he dees not provide
for them food according to the zeasons.

This parable of our Lord beautifully illustrates the
idea of instructing the chureh of God with the proper

truths which are due at different ageg of the world. (|

This, and this only, will keep the church alive. And
here we may suggest that the grand failurs which many
learned theologinng make, lies in the fact that they do
net keep up with the times, and .preach living truths,

“which are due in their duys. They go back und study
.the writings and theological systems of eminent men

who lived ages before them. Those men were alive to
the truths applicable in their days, and with.thase they
stirred the world; and after those days were pussed, and

W
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circumstances are clianged, these men now take up the -
seme ling of argument, fill their minds with thesc old,
dead issues, of the past, and dwell upon them, while other
plain and living trushs of their own times are neglected.
Hence God cannot use them in his work. He has to
choose some pnor shepherd, fisherman, farmer, or me-
chanic, whose mind is open {o receive the light of pree-
ent truth,  Such hmmble men, with the living, stirring
{ruths which are applicoble to their days, go forth with
them and stir the wosld. ' Here is where the teachers
of the people, the seribes and the Pharisees, erred in
their days. Christ upbraided them for not being able
to discern the signe of the times. Mati. 16:3. Jeru-
salem was overthrown because the people knew not-the
time of their visitation. Luke 19:41-44,

This hrings us to consider snother important truth :
Grod'alwnys has and alwsys will reveal his truths to his
people =8 fast ag they are due fo the world. Thus
Amos says: “Surcly the Tord God will do. nothing,

4 'but he revealeth his sperei unto his -servants the
prophets.”  Awmos 3:7. This text staies the great
truth which we arc trying to demonstrate, viz., Thai
God never leaves his people in the dark soncerning any
important event which materjally affecis them. Tefore
the eveni comnes, those of his pecple who are walking
with the Lord ave always duly informed with regard to
it.” Notice a few ezamples : Noah was informed of the
time of the flocd, thai it was to be afier one hundred
and twenty years. Gen, 6:3. A short time before it
came, the Lord revealed to him the very time it should

\ commence. Gen. 7 :4: £ Vet ceven days, and T will
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cause it to raia upon the eath forty days and forty
nights.” T

The time of the sojosirn of the children of Israel in
Egypt was foretold te Abraham. Gep. 15: 18, 14.
¢« They sball afilict them four hundred yeurs,” said the
Lord, “afierward they shall go out with great sub-
stance.”  When the Lord proposed to destroy Sodom,
he eaid, ““ Shall I hide from Abrabam that thing whickh
Ido?” Gen.18:17. Then he procesded to iuform
Abraham conceruing what he was about to do. Lot,
algo, was warued, and fled out of the eify.. Thiough
Joseph, God ravesled ic Pharach the suven years of
pleniy and the soven yeurs of famiue which wero to
come on ltgypt. Gen. 41':26-30. When the time of
Israel’s deliverance from Hgypt drew nesr, God raiscd
up Moses to deliver ther. Moses knew thas the time
had come, and that he was (o deliver i%enmr; for ihus
we read of him : ¢ For he supposed his brethreu would
have understeod how that God by his baud would de-
liver them; but Lhw understood not.”  Asts 7:25..
Moses understood it, though some of ¢h2 people did
not. The number of years that they should wander in
she wilderness was foratold, Num. 14:34. The sev-
enty years’ eaptivity iu Babylon was revealed fo his
people: “ And the whole land shall b2 a desolation, 2nd
an .1sl,on1thent and these n:mons shall cerve the king
of Babylen seventy years”’ Jer. 25:11. The-very
year that the Messiab should come wasrevoaled. -Dan,
9:25: ¢ Know thereforz and vnderstand, that from the
oing forth of the commandmens to restore and to build
Jerusalem, uato the Messiah the Prince, shall be seven
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weeks, and threescore and two weeks.”  The 1260 years
Hof “papal supremacy were I’owtold Dan. 7:25.

At Christ's first adwnr, it wos revealed o ho]y men
2nd wom=n that they should sec him before they died,
which, a'so, they did. See Luke 2:25-30, 36-38.
Tndeed, ihoy generally expected him at that time.
Ged raised up John ihe Bapiish to go before Christ
and prepure the people for hia coming. Did not John
know that the advent of the Messiah was ab hand ¥
IIe did, 2nd told them to balieve on him whe should
come afier him. John’s mission was po mere guess
werk.  Ile knew definitely what his message was, and
what prophecy he was fultilling,. Thus weread: “Then

* said they nato him, Whe art thou? that we may give
an answer to them that sent us. -“What sayest thou of
thyself? e said, I am the voies of one crying in the
wilderness, Make ntl‘@i"hb the way of the Lord, as said
the prophub Brsias.” John 1:22, 23, Here was a
prophesy ziven huadreds of years before. When the
propar time cams, John way raised up fo deliver thai
message ; and he did it, knowing and elaiming that he
was {ulfillivg ii.

< Thus we might show ihat -'Vuﬂy great and 1mportant
event connacied with the work of God end God’s peo-
plz in every age of the werld, has been revealed to his
chureh jast bafors thess evonts came to pass. When
the generation had come who was to witness them, God
raised up men to wern the people of their coming.
The truc servanis of God, who are in the light and are
walking with the Lord, were alwuys informed in regard
to them, and were ready when they came. At the same
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time, there always was another class, and 2 large one,
too, who were not only ignorant with regard to-these
.events, but opposed thos2 who proclaimed them.

Now we appe.a] to the reader, If those minor evenis,
such as the flood, the fall of Sodom, zoming cut of ~
vapt destruction of Nineveh, with the frot advent
of Christ, &6., were revealed i ibe people of God,
and an espeeial message giver with regard to ihem just 2
before they came, is it reasomable to believe thai the
last great day will come and the people of God know
nothing about it, no warning be given cencerning it 7
Those events aifected only the generation then living,
somefimes only a swall portion of (;liit, and yet the
Lord thought them of sufficient importance to reveal
them to his people, and insfruct that generstion with
regard to them. * But when the Judgment of the great
day chali come, when Christ shall appear King of -
kings and Lord of lords, when the dead shall be raised,
when the world shall end and. all things earthly shall
bhe closed up, how vasily more impertant: will this event
be than all others. Tn this grand event all will have
an intercat, both the living and the dead, from Adum
o the lagt child born. Bafere this grand and awful
avent, all oihers sink into insignificance. Shall, then,
such an avent as this come upon the people of God anid
upon the world, and God’s servanta know nothing
abous it, and the world be unwarned econcerning it?
Reazon itself would teach us ihat it could mot be sq.
The history of God’s dealings with his people in the
past shows ‘that it will not, be 50, besides which, we have
abundanes of direet festimony that God will' do in the
lasi days as he always has hefore, viz., instruet his
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people and warn the world. In proof of this, we now
offer a very fow plain propositivne:—
1. The Judgmeni, the Second Advens of Chiisi, the
. Resuryection, und the Fud of the World, ave events
which the Scripiures’ teach will vome to pass at some
Thne.
We ero not now concernnd a3 to when they will coma
0 pass, hui sitply with the fact thet these events will
transpirs sometime. Nothing ia the Bible, it seems to
me, is more plainly revenled and emphatically stated”
than ithasc facty, snd I presume that wost of my read-
ors will agree with us on ihis point. They believe in
the literal sccond adveni ead resurrection of the dead
the sam2 #3 ws do. Thece is no controversy, then,
on chis poiut. However, we will give a fow texfs ont
of the scoees hearing upon thess events.
The-Judgment.  “ Because he hath appointed a day,
in the which he will judg: the world in rightsousness.”
Anis 17:31. ¢ And the angels which kept not their
firat estats, but lefi- their own habitation, he hath re-
gerved in everlasiing chains under darhness unto tlie
Judgment of the great day.”” Jude 6. ¢ And I saw
a-great whiie throne, and Ifim that sat on it, from whuose
face the dorth and the heaven fed away; and there
wes found no place for them. Apd I saw the dead,
. 'emall and great, stand before God; and the bookswere
opened ; and anoither hook wag openpd which is the
book of life; and the dead were judged out of thosc
things whir:h werc written in the books, dgecording to
their works.” Rev. 20:11, 12.
© The Second Advens. ¢ or the Son of man shall
come in ihe glory of his Father with his angels; and
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then he shall reward every man according t¢ his
works.”  Matt. 16: 27. ¢ For as the lightning cometh
out of the ecast, and shineth even unto the west; s¢
shall also the 2oming of the Son of man be” Mait.
24:27. ¢ And when he had spoken these things, while
ihey beleld, he was taken up; and a cloud reczived
hiin out of their sight. Awud while they looked stead-
fastly ioward heaven as h2 -went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye

men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into he»ven‘ ;

this same Jesus, which is {aken up from you into

Heaven, shall s0 come in like manner as ye have seon

him go into heaven.” Aets 1:9-11. ¢ Tor the Lord

himself shall deseend from leaven with = shout, with

“¢he voice of the archangel, and with the trump of Ged,
‘and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” 1 Thess. 4 : 16.
The Resurrcction. “Marvel not at this; for the

hour is eoming, in the which all that are in the graves )
shall hear hli voice, oud shall come forth; they that

~ have donz goed, unto the resurreetion of hf'e and thoy
that have dome ev1] unto tha resurrection of damna-
iion.”  Jobn 5:28, 29. _ -
The End of the World. “The field is the world;
tha good seed are the children of the kingdom; but
the tares are the children of the wicked one. The en-

’

omy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the

_end of the world, and the reapers are the angels. As

therefore the tores are gathered znd burned in the ﬁrc,.

50 shall it be in the end of thiz world. The Son of
man shall send forth his angels, und they shall gather
oub of his kingdom all things that offend, and them
shat do 1mqu1ty, and shall cast them into a furnace

>
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of fire; there shall be wmhng and gnashing of' teeth
Mait, 13:38-42

(Language could not be more explicit than this on
theae great and awful events. Yes, say our opponents,
swe agree that they will some sometime, but as to when
they will come, we know nothing. Christ may come
i0-night, or next week, or it may be a thousand years
before he comes; we cannot tell. If we are only pre-
pared to die, that is all that i need concern us, leb it
conze when it will. )
o doubt the objector thinks that this is cound rea-
soning, and according to Scripture; but losk a little
. fariher. 'We often: hear these men who declare that
the Lord may come to-night, declare that the world
must be converted, and that there must be o millennium -
of u thousand years before Christ eomes. Then they
go*on ko argue that.the Jews miust be converted and
return to Palestine, first; that this, that, and the other
prophecy has not been fulfilled yet: and still the Lord
may come to-night! How ihey can have the world
conyerted, and a thousand years millennium, in one
1oht and the’ Lord’ come at the same time, I never
could see! And yet they stoutly argue both. Ths
Jews must be converted "and return to Palestine be-
fore the Lord comes, and ye. he may come to-night!
‘Many other prophecies have not been fulfilled, and yet
the Lord,may come to-night! They certainly cannot
believe both positions. And farther: In saying this,
_they assume that the coming of the Lord will sake
place without any signs being given to mark his coming
—without any warning to the world, and without his
people knowing anything coneerning it. They virtu-
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{;,ﬂy assumc that everything will go right on just ag it
always has, without any sign or warning, and the firss
that any one knows, either saint or sinner; the trumpet
will sound like a peal of thunder out of 3 clear sky.ag
noonday. To show the unsoundness of this, T will
make a second proposition i— -

2. There will be signs given preceding these cvents,
to mark therr coming. 1 might give scores of texts
on this point, naming the diffsrent signs. which shall
transpire shortly before the advent. I will contens wy-
self with quoting two or three which directly assert
that there shall be signs. “And as he sat upon ihe
mouns of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately,
saying, Tell us, ‘when shall these things be? and
what shall be bhe sign of thy coming, and of the end of
the world?” Matt. 24:3. The disciples inquire di-
rectly, Whai shall be the sign of thy coming and the
ond of the world? If there were o be no signs, Christ
would bave simply said, Children, do not:trouble your-
selves on thai point; there will be ‘o signs given
of these events. IBut instead of answering them thus,
he does proceed to give them a whole chapter of signs
on the very point-they had asksd. Luke briefly sums
up his answer thus: ¢ And thers shall be signs in the
sun, and in the moon, and in the stars ; and upon the
f'ath dlstress of nations, with perplexity; the sea (\
and the waves roaring ; men’s hearts failing them for
fear, and for looking after those things which are com-
ing on the earth; for the powers of heaven shall be
shaken, And then shall they see the Son of man
coming in a cloud with power and gre.t glory. -And’
when these things begin to come to pass, then look up,

“ ' : 5
A

t.

IS B -
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and lifs up your heads; for your redemption draweth
nigh.” TLmke 21:25-28. Iere Jesus says that there
ghall be signs in the sun, in the moon, in the stars,
in the earib, &e. Boin verse 11, he asys, “ And great
carthquakes shall be-in divers places, and faminss, and
pestilences; and fearful sights and graat signs shall
there be from heaven”* And thus Joel says: “And |
I will show wonders in heaven above, and sigos in
the earth beneath, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke.
The sun shall be turned into derkness, and the moon
into blood, before ihat great and noiable day of the
Lord come.” Actz 2:19, 20. We take it that these
texzis setile the faci that the Lord will give signs to
rasrk his second coming.

Crod has said that, at the proper time, he will hang
oui signs in very conspicuous places indeed, ¥iz., in the
sun, in the nioon, in the stars, and upon the earth.
And when God shall do this, what will it be for? Will
it mot be io call the aitention of his people and the
world to the very event which these signs indicate?
Most certainly. TLis fact alone shows that God will
have men kuow something with regard to it, else why
give the signs? And when God shall do this, will it
be immaterial whether men heed these signs, or dis-
regard them ? whether they believe them, or-scofi aé
thera ? whether they note them, or pass them by as
not worthy of their attention? whether they aecept
them as the fulfiilment of God’s word, or deny them
to ke such ?  Think of this point 2 moment. Did not
Christ rebulie the men of his time for not discerning
. the signs of the times? Matt. 16:3. And if men

should pzy nc more atiention to the signs of the times
©
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now than they did then, will they not receive just as
severe a rebuke fron the Lord as they did then? Cer-
tainly, they will. Be careful, my friend, there may be
more importance to this subject than you have thought.

To show the importance of this, I will muks a third
proposition :—

3. ‘A waining nessage will be given {o the world,
dmmediaicly preceding the coming of Chiist. This is
an important proposition, and, if it be true, it shows the

* importance of enguging in cuch 2 proclamaiion. Ilere,
agein we might give a greas many iexts on this point,
but have room for only a few. Let u first rzason » mo-
ment. God is mercifu!, long-sufiering, noi, willing that
any should perish ; hence, he always warns ihe wicked
of coming judgments, in suficient time for them to re-
pent and escape them, if they will. e loves his peo-
ple, aud does noihing without revealing it fo them.
Did God warn the worll in th: days of Noah? =
did. So, then, he will here.  Chirist says, ¢ But as the

sdags of-Noe were, o shall ulso the coming of the Son
of mam be.”  Moatt. 24:37. Did God warn the Sod-
cmites! Did ke warn tho men.of Nineveh? Did
Jdohn the Baptist give a warning message before the
first advent ¥ Did Jesus warn tbem of tha fall of Jeru-
salem? How mush more reasonakle, then, that there
should be & waruing here. Did ihe righteous know
when the flood was to come ? when Scdom was to fall ?
when the Jews were to come ous of Egyph? when
Hineveh was to be overthrown? when Christ was to
sotae the first time 7 Then will they know with regard
to his second udvent. Nothing is more reasonable and
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just than tbis conclusion. Dut let us hear the word
of the Lord: . '

“ Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm
in my boly mouniain; let all the inhabitauts of the
land tremble, for the day of vhe Lord cometb, for it is-
uigh at hand.” Jool Z:1. What is the day of the
Lord? [t is when the Lord coraes, as will be seon by
the following texis: “Dut the day of ibe Lord will
ootae a3 a thicl in the pight; in the which the heav-
ong shall pass away with a great noise, and ths ele-
ments shall mel, with fervent heat, the 2arth also, and
ihe works that are iberein shall be burned up.” 2 Put.
3:10. “Xor the Lord himself shall Jlescend from
hesven with a shout, with the voice of the archungel,
and with the truwp of (tod; and the dead in Christ
sholl ris: first. Then we which are alive and remain
shall be canght up together with them in the clouds,
to meet the Lord in ihe air; and so suall we ever be
with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with
ihese words. Lut of the times and the seasons, hreth-
ren, y¢ have no nead that I write unie yon. TFor your-
celves Lnow perfecily that the day of the Lord so com-
oth as o chief in the night.” 1 Thess. 4:16-1%; 5:
1,2. 'This shows that the day of the Lowd is whken he
comes, the dead are raised, the living changed, &c.
This is the time of which the prophet spaaks. e says,.
“ For the day of the Lord cometh, it is nigh a¢ hand.”
This fact is further confirmed by the language of verses
10, 11. “The earth gaall quake hefere them; the
" heuvens shall tremble ; the sun and the moon shall be
davk, and the stars shall witkdraw their ghining. Aad
the Lord shall utter his voice before his army; for

L}
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his camp is very great; for he is strong that ezecuteth
his word; for the day of the Lord is great and very
terrible; and who can abide it 7”7  Having shown whas
the subjest is, now look ot the prophecy: “ Blow ys
the trumpet in Zion.” This was always done to warn
the psople of some importani event. Souad an
alarm in my holy mountain, let all the inbabitants of
the land tremble.”  This shows that it is some awfal
ovent that is just pending, Whatis it? When js this -
warning to be given, this alarm to be sounded? ¢ Tor
the day of the Lord cometh, for 4 ds nigh i hand.”
Then when the day of the Lord is drawing near, is even
‘nigh ai hand, then is the iime that this prophecy muss
bs fulilled. Will not God see that it is fulfillad
He certainly will, if he has to raise up men from the
very ston2s to do it; and when it is thus fulfilled, whaj
will the world hear? They will hear the blowing of
the trump, and sounding of the alarm, here predicted.

Compare this with Isaiah 40:3: “The voice of him
that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the

Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our —

God.”  Ilere was a prophecy given 700 years beforc
Christ.  Age afier age rolled »n and no one ceme up to
fulfill it. By-and-by, in the wilderness of Judea, is
heard tho voics of a humble man proclaiming this very
message. The proper time had come. God, who very
jealously guards the fulfillmens of his word, reised up
a man to accomplish it.  So it must be with regard to
this prophesy relatmg to the end. When the day of
the Lord is nigh at hand, God will lay the burden of
his work upon some who wi]l blow the irumpet and
Present Truth. ’ 2
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sonnd the alarm. All the powers of darkness eannotf
prevens it.e .

Take another text. “The great day of the Lord i3
pesr, it is near, and Lasteth greatly, even the voice of
the day of the Lord. The mighty man shall ery there
bitiarly.” Zeph. 1:14. Thus he goes on describing
the terrors of shat day, and then saya: ¢« Gaiher your-
melves together, yea, gather together, O nation not da-
gired; before the decree bring forth, before the dey
pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord
core upon youa, bafore the day of the Lord’s anger
come upoen you.” Chap. 2:1-3. This shows that in
cornection with that greai day of God’s wrath there
will bz a gathering message to prepazre the people io
stand in ihat awful tims of trouble. Oace more: “ And
I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, hav-
ing the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred,
and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear
God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his Judg-
ment is come”” Rev. 14:6, 7. Here i3 znother

_propheey.  Ii is in your Bible the same as in mine.
God put it there. IIs worded it just right. He will
gee that it is fulfilled ab the proper time. God’s word
sannot fail. This message will be accomplished.

When it is {ulfilled, what will the world hear ? Just
ihe message here given, ¢ Fear God, and give glory o
i ; for the hour of his Judgment is come.” This,
it will readily be seen, is an announcement that the
time for God’s Judgment to set has arrived, and this
announcement; is made to every nation, tongue, and

_ people; henece, it is 2 world-wide message. Now such

u message as this could be true only in the last gen-
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aration, becauge thot i$ the time that the Judgmens
will occur. It would not bave been true if given a
thousand years age, or five hundrad yaars age; for the
hour of God’s Judgment did not come then. Hauce,
this is a lasi-day message. It j2 positive proof {hat,
immediately preceding thut event, Grod will cause » sol-
emn warning to be giveu to ihe world comzerning ii.
When the proper time shell eome, and the signs shali
appear, and od shall eaunse this messuge to be beralded
to'the world, will it be a maticr of no aceount whether
men heed that warning or nos? Can wmen disregard is
with impunity ?  Can ihey mock at it and denounce it
as the work of the devil, and still enjoy the blessing of
God? ©Can they please (tod by simply passing it hy
unnoticed ¥ How did it fare with the men who rejected
Noab’s warning ? wiith those whe did not helieve the
words of Joha the Baptist, and other similar messagen ?
And will not thoese fare the same whe chall rejeet 1his,
when God shall cause it o be given ?

We are noi now arguing #3 to wheiher this messuge
is now heing given; ihat i3 noi the point. Bak we
are endeavoring to shew that such a message must
ecertainly be given, whenaver the proper time comes,
immediately preceding the second sdvent. Jet me
call attention agsin o that oft-repeated assertion, that
if we ars only prepared io die, we are prepared for the
coming of the Lord ; and, hense, even though the Lord
is coming soon, and ther: are signs which show it, an.d
ihe warning is being given concerniug it, yot it dees
not matier if we do not heed thera, provided nur hearts
are only right. This, T firmly believe, is o subterfuge
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got;(en' up to lull men to sleep and o close their cyes to
thie truth.

To chow the fallacy of ihis statement, look at it in
the lizht of other similar ovents. Suppose the men
whbo heard Noah preach had reasoned that way. Der-
“haps the flood is coming, said they, and perhaps it is
-not we do not kpow: and it don’t make any dilfer-

edce nny way; if our hearts are only right, lei it

come. What would have been the consequences?
They would have perished in the flood just as they
did. Suppose tbat Noah himsell had reasoned ihat
way ; who would have built the ark ? who would have
warned the world?  Would not God bave rejected him,
and let 1im perish with the ungodly, while he raised
ap sowehody else to do that work. Suppose Lot had
reasoncd thus whben he heard of the threatened destruc-
iion of Sodom. Suppose, sgain, that the men who
haard John the Baptist had argued thus : e says that
the Massiah is scon to conte, and thas he iy his foresun-
ner ; may bz ii is so, and may be it is not. We cannog
tell. What matter is it to us? When we see him i¢
will b tima enough to believe on him. What good
will it do us to simply have our bodies put under the
water? if we only love Grod and obey him, we shall be
safe enough, whether the Messioh comes or not.  Could
they thus reject God’s work and God’s message with
impunity ? No; the fact is, Gol never causes any
warning to be given unloss it i3 needed.  And when he
does this, i canuot be ignored, nor rejected with im-
punity. Those who reject it thereby give evidence that
they do not really love God, nor his truth, and they are
not walking in the light. If they were, they would

Ay
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diseern the work of God, would hear the voice of the
Master, and would gladly obey it. L
4. The Scriptures teach that when Jesus appears,
 there will be two closses upon the earih. Ons class,
the saints, brought out by this proclamation, who will
not be in darkm_ss with regard to that event, and who
“will ke looking and waiting for him; the other class,
the wicked and unbelieving, who do not believe the
signs nor regard th: warning, and are scofing at thesc
things, upon whom ihat day will come ag a thief in the
night. These facts are clearly stated by Paul, in 1
Thess. 5:1-6: “ But of the times and the seasons,
brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. Tor
yourselves know perfcetly that the day of the Tord se
crineth ag a thief in the night.”

“VYes,” replies one, “that is just what I belicve.
That day will come as a thief in the night. This
shows that the Adventists are mistaken, thinkiag thas
they can know something about it.”  Not too fast, my -
fricnd. The next verse shows that all who are over-
taken as of a thief by his coming will be destroyed.
“ For when they suy, Peace and” safety, then sudden
desiruction cometh upon the, as travail upon a woman
with child ; and they shali not escape.” Verse & This
verse gives us the class who will thus be surprised by
that event, viz, these who are crying, Peace and safety.
But the next verse bringe to view the other class—the
saiuts.” “Bui ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that
that day should overtake you as a thicf” Varsz 4.

Nothing eould be plainer than this statcment. Oae
class will be overtaken as of » thief; the other class
will not. Those who are thus surpriced by his coming

—- Y
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are found crying Peace and aafely; but what are the

other ulose doing? This class are found in the light

ond watching, Watching what! Not simply . their
hearts, bub watching the sigos of the times. IHere is
on elags preaching that the world is growing betier,
oud will 80 continue o do un!il the whole world shall
be converted. They have no idea that the Lord is
coming ; thay see no signs of t. They de not believe
lie is. Now, suppose that the Lord should come to-
day; would it not corae upon thom asa thisf in she
night ¥ 1t most certainly would, for, they do not cven
drcawm that such an event is at hand. Flewce they
would certainly be desiroyed ; for this is the very class
spoksn of. ~ Christ says it shall come upon them as a
gnare, Luke £1:35. They have goi their attention
on somsthing away ia the future, aad ove uiterly blind
with regard to the greatand terrible events of the end
of all things. The first they will know of s they will
{ind themselves overtaken by it, and utierly unprepared
for it.

"2 Pei. 8 :3, 4, brings oub additional facts bovichfng
these iwo classes in the last days.‘ “Knowing this
firat, that there shall eome in the lust days scolfers, walk-
ing afier their own lusts, and saying, Where s the
promis: of his coming 7 for since ihe fothers f2ll aslecp,
all things continue as they were from the bseginning
of tha areation.” The time mentioned is the last days.
What will come there? Scoffers. A scofier is one
who ridicules and males sport of what somcbody else is
saying. Dut what is the subject that they are scoffing
about? Their words show plainly what it is, viz., the
the coming of the Tiord ; for they snceringlyask,“ Where

-
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is the promise of his coming?’” This shows that an-
other class is preaching with regard to the promise of
his coming. These seoffers proceed to argue the cace.
Why, say they, all things continue as they were from
the beginning of creation. This language lets us into
the gubject of their scoffing. They are seoffing at those
who are preaching it, opposing them in their work
and trying to meet their arguments. :

This shows, 1. That in the last days oue cliss will be
found opposing and making spori of the coming of
Christ, 2. That apother class will be deing exaetly
the opposite of thas, viz., preachivg it and proving it.
'This, again, shows that there will be two opposite clase-
eg, the same as my proposition asserts. Daniel gives us
some information on this. Speaking of the time of the
end, the angel said to Daniel, ¢ Go thy way, Daniel;
for the words ave closed up and sealed till the time of
ihe end. Many shall be purified, and made white and-
ivied ; but the wicked shall do wickedly, and none of
the wicked shall understand : bui the wise shall uader-
stand.” Dan. 12:9, 16. This is in barmony wich the -
other texts showing that the wicked will not under--
stand with regard to the end, bui the wise will under-
stand. The same fact is brought out in Matt. 24 :44~
51 : “Therefore be ye also ready : for in such an hour
as ye think no% the Son of man cometh. Who then
ig a faithful and wise servant, whom his Lord hath
made ruler over his household, to give them meat in
due season? Dlessed is that servant, whom his Lord
when he cometh shall find so doing. Verily I say
unto you, That he shall wake him ruler over all Lid
goods.”  Verses $4-17. )

"
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- This i3 the positien of the faithful and wise servant.
When the Lord comes, he finds him giving the housc-
hold meat in due secason. We have already shown
what that means, viz , to be teaching truths which are
applicable at thait time. Now, what would be presens
truih just before 65e Tiord comes.  Would it not be the
signs of ths times, the {ulfillment of the prophecies,
and a’warning to the people of the approaching Judg-
ment?  Most certainly it would. The context shows
that this is just what the wise servant is doing; for thas
is the very subject that is under consideration. . This
fact is further proved by what the evil servant says,
whose work is exactly the opposite of that of the wise
seyvant. Listen, therefure, to what the evil- servant
is saying. “Dut and if that evil servant shall say in
his heart, My Lord deluyeth his coming; and shall
begin to smite his fellow-servaats, and to eat and drink
with the drunken ; the lord of that servant shall come
in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour
that he is aot aware of, and shall cut him asundér, and
appoint him his portion with the hypocsites; wherc
«~hall ‘be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Verses
48-51. Iy this we see that the evil servant is soying
ihai lig Lord delays his coming; that is, thag the
coming of Christ. i3 not near at hand, as the other
gervant afiirms. Now, while the evil servant is thus
preaching against the coming of the Lord, and is feast-

_ing and making merry with the ungodly, the Lord sud-

denly comes upon him, and he is destroyed. This text

certainly confirms what I aflirm in my propositios,

viz., that «there will bz two classes when the TLord

comet—-one class faithfully teaching the people with
-4

-
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regard to the signs of the times and the coming of the
Lord ; the other class opposing this work, and arguing
that the Lord is not coming. R
r

eration—then the Lord will come. God does not give
his warnings to those who do not need them; hence,
when a warning is given, it is always to that generation
which will live to see the event of which they are
warned, It was so in the days of Noab, and in other
a80s.

(lod does not give his warnicg to one generation and
let them pass off from the stage of aclion, and then
Dbring his judgments on another generation. But the
very men who hear the warning will live to sce the
consummation of it The signs will be given, then
will come the proclamation based upen those signs,
In Mati, 24, efter giving the signs which should mark
his second coming, Christ says, “ Now learn a parable
of the fig tree ; when his branch is yet tender, and put-
teth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh.”
Verse 32. Yes; when we sec the leaves putting forth,
we all know that summer is at hand. ¢ So likewise
¥¢, when ye shall.see all these things, know that it is
ueer, even at the doors.” . Verse 33. When are we to
learn this parable of the fiz tree? Answer. When
yo shall see all these things. This locaies the time of

which he is speaking, viz, when these sigas have ap-

b, This warning message will last through one gen- .

peared.  Luke gives it thus: “ And when these things'-

hegin to come to pass, then look up, and lifs up, your
heads; for your redemption drawesh nigh” Chap, 21
23. When are they to look up and know their re-
domption is nigh?  When these things Jegin to conle

»
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to pass. Nothing could he plainer than that. Sce
verse 31.  “So likewise ye, when ye sce these things
_come to pass, know ye that the kiogdom of Ged is
mgh at .hand.” Now of what time is he spsaking?
1t scems as though the blindest might see that it is the
time when these sigus shell "appear. He says that
when these signs do appesr, then we may know that
his coming i3 near, even at the dcor. The next verse
tells how near. “ Verily I say unto you; This gen-
— wration shall not pass, till all these things l)e fulfilled.”
Matt. 24 : 34.

What generation? Not the generation he was talk-
ing to, as soma have foolishly argued; hut the genera-
ticn he was speakiog of, viz., thai generation which
shall pee these signs come to pass. Because he says
¢ this” gensration, it does not necessarily follow thas
he means the generation then living. Ps. 95: 10, fur-
nishes a similar use of the phrase, this generation.
“TForty years lobg was I grieved with this generation,

and said, [i is a people that do err in their heart, and
they havc not known my ways.’~ The psalmist, says,
“ This generation,” and yet he was speaking of the
generation which came out of Kgypt five hundred years
before. See Ps. 2:7: ¢TI will declare the decres; the
Lord hatih said unto me, Thou art my Son, this day have
1 begotten ihee.” ¢ This duy have I begotien ihee,”
says the psalmist. Was Christ begotten upen the day
that the psalmist penned that? Certainly not. This .
language wes quoted by Paul, and is applied to Christ's
resurreciion a thousand 50413 afterward.  Yet the
pselmist says, “This day.” How could e properly

" GFAYs This da) ?  Bscauge Lis mind wus carried forward

LS
S
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to the time when that event should oceur, and, apeaking
of that time, says, “ This day,” that is, the time under
considaraiion. 3o Christ, when he says, ¢ This genera-
tion,” mesns the generation of which he was speaking,
the on2 thai should sec the signs.

Now we inquire, for a moment, What has ecome to .,
) b

pass in our days? This thing has not becn done in a
corner. Everybody kuows that for the last thiriy-five
years or more, there bas been a class of people preach-
‘ing that the Tiord is coming in this generation. They
have met with bitter opposition, with scofiing and
ridicule, with persecution and slander, yei they have
steadily gone forward and faithfully warned the world
of the coming aveats. During the last thiriy-five
yoars, books and tracts upon these subjects have been
seattered by she million, like the leaves of the forest,
in every part of the world, till thare iz ccarcely a
school-district where they have not reached, or a school-
boy who has not heard the proclamation; and there
are, to-day, scatterad 2ll through the land, not less
ihan one hurdred thousand souls who are erpeeting
the immediste advent of Christ.

I appeal (0 the reader, whether this proclamation has
not been extensive enough and long enough to fulfill
the prophecies and condemn the world? Paul says
that Noah, by bis preackiog, condemned the world.

Heb. 11:7. But compare that a moment with this.’

He had no one to aid him in that work ; but here are
~ thousands engaged in this. He had no printing presses

to publish his message; wow, we have a score of

them constantly aiding in s¢his. He had not a tract;
here, we have thewm by the thousands. e had not

7
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even a Bible; here there is one in every house. "He
had no railroads Or steamboats to facilitate his travel-
ing; now, we can go to the ends.of the world in
few days’ time. If, then, one man, wishout o single
colporteur, without o paper, without a tract, without a
Bible, by kis single voicz alone, condemned the millions
of ihat generation, aven the whole world, how much
more will the proclomation here given condemn tkis
generation. = Suppose, for & moment, bhai ths Lord
should come in shis generation; would they not be -
withoui exeuse? Could they say that they had not
been warned ! They might say that they did not be-
lieve that ihe warning which chey heard was from God,
and that would be all that shey could say. The ante-
diluvians might have said the same, and all others
who Lave been warned, and rejected the warning.

Dear reader, we pray you ic lay these things to heart,
and noi pass them by lightly. It may be that God ia
in this work, after all. If you have noi seen signs
and evidenees of the near coming of 'tha Lord, is ii
because none such have appnared ? or is it beeanse you
have not been watching for them? If not, give your
attention o them.' Do yon know what are the signs
of the last days? The ILiible bhas given scores of
them. Could. you name a dozen? Might not many
of them take place right hefore your eyes ond you noi
know ithai they were signs of the lasi Jdays, simply
because you have not studied your Bible sufficiently
on this point? May the Lord help you to wake up
before it is too late to embrace present truth.

Look at it from our stend-point a moment. The
Lord is coming; signs are everywhere appearing; the
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warnisg is sounding through the world; a people is
being -gathered out, waiting for his coming; the awful
events of the Judgment and the plagues of the last
days are abous to burst upon us; the mass of the
world are asleep; a worldly church and miaistry are
telling them of the golden age soom to come. If
these things ave so, what is your duty? Is it mot to
regard the signg, heed the warning, and join the liitle
band who are irying to arouse the world concerning
their impendingdoom ! That this may be your decision,-
is ay humble prayer.

SOME FEATURES OF OUR TIMES.

" This is an aga of brilliant pretensfons, but sad reali-
iles. Its professions and practices, its facts and theo-
rieg, present a climax of contradistions.

There never was so much of the form of godliness
and never o litile of the power.

HNever were there sn many professors of religion, and
never so little of religion itself. -

Never so many sssurances of peace, 2nd never so cx-
tensive and urgent preparations for war.

Iever £0 many tokens of comfng. danger and calam-
ity, and never such a feeling of security, expressed
and implied, on the part of the paople.

There never was a time when the dostrine of the
immediate opening of the temporal millennium was
more universally cherished and talked of, aud never a
time when every featurs of society, sccial, moral, and
political, rendered such an idea more preposterous.

There never was a iime when there was so much
money in the world, and never a time when there was
more wide-spread and distressing poverty.



30 ©  THE PRESERT TRUTIL

There never was o {ime when there were go many
remedies for every disease, veal or imaginary,! whieh
profess to be sure eures, absolutely infallible, and never
a time when thore existed so much disease, sickness,
suffericg, and death.

Thers never was 2 time when there was so wmuch
boasting of progresz and advancemeni on the part of
‘the race, and never a time when they gave mcre pal-
pable evidence of fast dcscending into every depth of
iniquity and sin.

And what does all this show ? Ib shows that the pre-
tensions on which men build themselves up are's sham,
and their professions, bypoerisy. They are willing to
deceive others, and to be deceived themselves. This is

ihe time when the prophet iclls us that evil men'and =~

seducers shall waz worae and worse, deceiving and be-
ing deceived, We see ihis work going on helore us,
which proves that we have reached the time when the
propaet’s words apply. Thece is nothing te which men
will not put their hand for gain. With wortlless nos-
trums, which the venders know will not accomplish what
they claim, the confidence of the afflictad is secured, and
their means filched. Falsity and hollow-heariedness
exist on every hand. Truth is fallen in the streets, and
equity cannot enter. Nor will this state of things im-.
_prove in his dispeasation, bui grow worse and worse.

An inspired sorvant of God has written :—

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times
shail come. Tor men shall be lovers of their own selves,
covatous, boasters, proud, plasphemers, disobedicni to
pavents, unthankful, unholy, without natural aficetion,
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despis -
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ers of those that are good, traitors, heady, hizhminded,
lovers of plessures more than lovers of God ; having a
form of godlmuse but denymv the ; power thereof s from
guch, turn away.” 2 Tim. 3:1-5.

Iu the light of this inspired declaration, how delusive
do the present bopes of this world appear! The church
and the world uaite in singing the pleasing song of the

¢ good time coming ;" bus G tod has caid, “ When they
shall sy, Peace and safety ; then sudden destruciion
cometh upon them.”

Could any one now, locking at the cAistiJo state of
things, get up a more ﬁtuno Ruscnphon of our times
ihzn i3 given in God’s WOl’d when 1% speaks of (ke last
Alays?  Hear ibe prme°sed servants of Christ saying,
“ My Lord delayeth his eoming!” Be: them as they
“eat wnd driuk with the dru:ﬂ.en in the  gociahle,”
the “festival,” and the  oyster supper,” where a noisy
rabble of professedly pious ard openly profune are eat-
ing and drinking, playing snd even gainbling, in the
rame of Christianity, and for the sake of the gospel !

Lot us bo shank{ful ¢hat the Lord sees it all and is
displessed. Isu. 59:15. Soon will he put on the gar-
ments of verguence for clothing, and rccompanse fury
to his adversaries. But he will coms in mercy to Yion,
and to them thai turn from ungodliness in Jacob,

We have reason to sigh and to ery for the zbomina- -
tions which are done in the land. And such, only, as
do thus will the Lord save from destruction in $hat
grear day. e, 9. We patiently waii for the end of
that which is falss, and evil, and full of violence and
strife, and loug for the dppl‘Od”thg reign of truth, of
righteousness, and peace. When the Lord comes to
redeem his people, to change the living caints and raise
the dead, then will they rzise the shout of victory. 1
Cor. 15:51-565. ¢ Coms, Liord Jesus; coms quickly.”

@"Pnce of this Tr:-.ct post pzud Four Dollars per hundred.
Address, Revizw Axp Her ALp, Batile Creck, /1[10/&.
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“u “ Vol. 2, 1.00 | Review of Olj. to ihe Visions, 20
Tlow {0 Live, 1.00 | Testimony of che Fathers, 15
Constitutionul Amendment, 1.00 | The Threo Messagos, 15
[0 ¢ paper, 40 | Resurrection of the Unjust, _, 15

e - £ Ist part, 10 | Ministration of Angels, 15
Sabbatli Readings, muskin, G0 | The Destiny of the Wicked, 15
The Game of Life, 50 | ITope of he Qospel, 10
“ “ paper covers, o0 | The Sanciuary and 2300 Days, 10
Hynns and Spiritual Sougs, 25 | Ygpositioa of Maue. 24, 10
e “ - bound, 50{ Brown’s Review oi Giliillan, 10
Appeel to Youth, muslin, <0 | The Sevenih Iart of Time, 10

. % ¢ in pamph’t, 10 | Truth Found—Sabbath, 10

Solomn Appeal relative to Sel- Date of ibe 70 weeks of Dan. 9, 10

itary Vice, &c., muslin, 50 | The Sain(s Inheritance, 10
The same in papor covers, 30 | Vindication of the Sabbath, 10
Appeal to Working Men, &c., 25 | The Seven Trumpets, 10
Second Adveni Keepsake, 25 | Position and Work of the True
« « « gilt, 40| PeopleofGod, . 10
Sermons on the Sab. & Law, 25 | Snnday Sevenih Day, 10
Tistory of Immortality, 25 | ey 10 the Prophetic Chart 10
Bible Lessons for Children, 25 | Appeal Lo Bapiists—Sabbath, 10
Discussion—Lane & Barnaby, 25 | Miiton ou the State of tho Dead, 5

L@y~ Any of the foregoing works will be sent by mail to any part or the
United States, post-paid, on reccipt of the prices abovo stated.

Address, Review & HeravLD) Batile Creek, Mich.
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