Bible Tracts. No. 2.

IHE TW0 THRONES,

REPRESENTING THE KINGDOMS OF GRACE AND OF GLORY.

THE exisience of s throne supposes ihe e::istence of
a kingdom. As by the thrones of Europe, the king-
loms of Europe are undersitood, so when the sacred
Seriptures speak of heavenly thrones, heavenly Ling-
ttoms are meant, The throne of grace represenis the
J:ingdom oi grace. The vhrone of glory represenis the
Eingdom of glory. We here give two texis, side” by
side, which speak of the two thrones; one, of the
throne of grace, and she other, of the throne of glory.

THE THROSE OF GRACE. THE TIRONE OF GLOLY.

Let us therafore come hold-| When the Son of manr shall
ly unto the throme of grace, { come in his glory, and Zil the
that we may obiain mercy, | bholy angels wiih him,”¢hen
und find grace to help in time | shall he sit upon the throns
of need. Heb. 4:16. . of 'his glery. Matt. 25: 31

%

The kingdom of grace is God’s plun 1o save m»{ii‘by
grace. Ii was established as early a3 mercy and grace
were offered to fallen man.  Adam, Abel, Joah,
Abraham, and Moses were as irvly ihe subjects of the
Lingdom of grace as the apostles and martyrs of Jesus
were, or as she [ollowers of Christ now are,

The kingdom of glory is future. In wcoaneciioi
with its esiablishment wil) be the second coming of
Christ in power and greai glory, to raise the righicous
ilead, and o change the living righieous. These, all
immortal, will be the eternal subjec’s of the kingdom
of glory, 1n Paul's most oleran charge o Timoihy,
he asscciates the coming of Christ and the last dndg-
ment with the immortal kingdom. “I charge thee
‘therefore before (God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
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shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing
and his kingdom : Preach the word.” 2 Tim. 4:1,
2. This kingdom will be God’s s1rangement to glori-
fy and reward the immortal righteous, who are saved
from every nation, tongue, and people, during the
ages of hwman probation.

The kingdom of grace and the kingdom.of glory
are closely related to each other. The former was es-
tablished to preparc subjects for the latter. They
gpan the time of all the ages from the fall, when the
plan of redemption was instituted, embracing the
cternal future. Two conditions of the people of God
are expressed by the phrase, kingdom of Heaven, so
irequently used in the New Testament. Sometimes
it expresses their pregent condition, in this world, and
sowmetimes their fuiure condition in the world to
ome,

THE TWO THRONES,

The Scriptures distinctly speak of two thrones.
One is the throne of the Father, the other is the
shrone of the Son. Christ firss sits on the throne of
the Father, to reign in connection with him in
the kingdom of grace until human probation shall
close. He will then reign upon his own throne forever,
m the kingdom of glory. In these emphatic words,
Christ addvesses the church : “To him that overcom-
cih will T grant to sit with me in my throne, even as
I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in
his throne.” Rev. &: 2L

THRONE OF THE FATHER.

The throne of the Father is the throne of the uni-
verse. David, speaking of this throne, says: “ The
Lord haih prepared his throne in the Heavens, and
his kingdom ruleth over all.” Ps. 103 :19. Daniel,
speaking of the Ancient of Days, the elernal Father,
says thai ¢ his throne was like the fievy flame.” Chap,
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7:9. And the Revelation, speaking of the birth of
Christ, and his ascension to the Father, says: “ And
her child was caughi up unto God, and to his throne.”
Chap. 12 :5.

Chrisi will reign on the throne of the Father in
the kingdom of grace until human probation shall
close. David, speaking of this gracious reign, says !
“The Lord said unio my Lord, Sit thou at my right
hand, until I make +hinc enemies thy footstool. The
Lord shall send the rod of {thy strength ont of Zion.
Raule thou in the midst of thine enemnies. Thy people
shall be willing in the day of thy power.” Ps.110:1-
3. Peter speaks of Christ as “ being by the right hand
of God exalted.” Acis 2:33. And Paul, speaking of
the priesthood of Chyist in the heavenly sanctuary, says
that ¢ we have such an 1ligh Priest, who is sct on the
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the Heav-
“ens.” Heb. 8:1. He exhorts the church to Jook to
¢“Jesus che author and finisher of onr fuith; who for
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, de-
spising the shame, and is seé down at the right hand
of the throne of God.” Chap. 12:2.

THRONE OF THE SO:.

Chrisi will reign in the kingdom of glory forever.
Glod speaks of the eternal kingdom of his Sorc by his
servant David in these words : * 1is seed shall endure
forever, and his throne as vhe sun before me. It shall
be established forever as the moon.” Ps. 89 :36, 37.
And the angel spealking of Christ addresses Mary in
vhese words: “He shall be great and shall be called
the Son of the Ilighest. And the Lord God shall
give unto him the throne of his Father David; and
he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and
of his kingdom there shall be ne end.” Luke 1 :32,
33. Ad the close of human probation, Christ delivers
up the kingdom of grace, which there hag an end, 1
Cor, 15 : 24-28, and receives from the Father the im-
mortal Lingdom of glory,

-
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THE GREAT IMAGE.

The second chapter of Daniel introduces five univer-
sal kingdoms which were to succeed each other. The
first four kingdoms are earthly and perishable, 'The
fifth is immortal, and will siand forever. The firsi
four kingdoms are represented by the great metallic
image, the several parts of which are composed of gold,
silver, brass, and iron mixed with clay. When these
shall be broken in pieces, and entirely removed, then
will the immortal kingdom fill the whole earth. We
call aittention %o Dan. 2: 31-45. ‘

Verses 31, 36 : ““Thou, O king, sawest, and behold
a great image. This great image, whose brightness
was excellent, stood before thee ; and the form thereof
was terrible. This image’s head was of fine gold, his
breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs
_of brass, his legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part
of clay. Thou sawest 4ill that a stone was cut oui
without hands, which smote the image upon his feei
that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.
Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and
the gold, broken 1o pieces fogether, and became like
the chaff of the summer threshing-floors ; and the wind
carried them away, thai no place was found for them ;
and the stone thai smote the image hecame a great
mouniain, and filled the whole earth. This is the
dream ; and we will tell the interpretaiion thereof he-
fore the king.” ’

Plcase notice these points in the dream, however,
before considering the interpretation. The stone smote
che image upon his feet, when the iron, the clay, the
brass, the silver, and the gold were broken in pieces,
and the wind carried them away, that no place was
found jor them. INo language can express destruction
more completely. Then, and not til then, does the
sione that smote the image become a greaut mounsain,
and fill the whole earth.

Verses 37, 38 “Tho, O king, art aking of kings ;



)
f THE TWO THRONIS.

for the God of Heaven hath given thee a kingdom,
power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the
children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the
fowle of the heaven hath he given into thiue hand,
and hath made thee ruler over them all.  Thouart [or
thy lingdom is] this head of gold.” Babylon was the
first kingdom of universal empire. Tt was founded by
Nimveod, the great grandson of Noah. See Gen. 10:
3, 10. It lasted nearly seventeen lundred yeors,
vhough wnder different names ; sometimes called Bab-
ylon, sometimes Assyria, and sometimes Chaldea. - It
continued from the time of Nimrod to that of Belshaz-
zar, who was its lasé king. )

Verse 39 (first part): “ And afier thee shall arise-
another kingdom inferior vo thee.” The Medo-Persian
lingdom succeeded Eabylon. Sce Chap. 5: 28:
“Thy kingdom [Babylon] is divided, and given to the
Medes and Persians.” The Medo-Persian was the
second universal kingdoni, represented by the breast
and arms of silver.

Vorse 39 (last part): “And waother third king-
dom of brags, which shall bear 1ule over all the earth.”
In chap. 8: 5, 7, 21, we learn thai Grecia conguered
ihe Medo-Persian kingdom, and became a kingdom of
universal empire. 'This took place under Alexander.
Here, then, we have the vhird kingdom, which is rep-
resentted by the brass of the image.

Verse 40 : ¢ And the fourth kingdom shall be strong
as iron ; forasmuch as iron breakech in pieces and sub-
dueth all things ; and 2s iron that breaketl all thesc,
shall it break in pieces and bruise.” The fourth kiog-
dom is generally admitied to be Rome. It was auni-
versal kingdom tha was to break: in pieces all that
went before it. Rome alone answers vhe description.
That did have universal empire. Lnke 2:1: “And
it came to pass in those days, that there went ouv a
decree from Cresar Augustus that all the world should
be taxed,” Camsar Augustus was a Roman emperor,
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Here we have the fourth kingdom, represented by the
legs of iron.

Verse 41 (first pari): “And whereas thoun sawest
the feet and tocs, part of potier’s elay, and pari of iron,
the kingdom slmll be divided.” The Western Empuo
of Rome, botween the years A, p. 356 and 483, was di-
vided into ten divisions, or kingdoms : 1. The. Huns,
in Hungary, A. . 356 ; 2. The Ostrogoths, in M]sm
377; 5. The Visigoths, in Pannonia, 378 ; 4. The
Franks, in France, 407 ; 5. The Vandals, in Africa,
407 ; 6. The Sueves and Alans,in Gascoigne and Spain,
407 ; 7. The Burgundiang, in Burgundy, 407 ; &. The
Fleruli and Rugii, in Ttaly, 476; 9. The Saxons and
Angles, in Britain, 476 ; 10. The Lombards, in Ger-
many, 433. Thus the kmoclom was divided, as desig-
nated by the ten tocs.

Verses 41-45 (beginning with the lasi parb of verse
41): “But there shall be in it of the sirengih of the
iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with
miry clay. And as the toes of the feei were pari of
ivon, aml part of clay, so the kingdom snell be parily
strong, and partly broken. Andwherens thou sawest
iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle fhem-
selves with the seed of men; bul they shall not cleavs
one o another, even as iron is noi mixed with clay.”

This language is descriptive of the stase of the king-
doms inso which the fourth kingdon shounld be broken.
Some of them should be sirong as ivon, and some feeble
as clay.  Yet ag iron cannoi be permanenily aniied to’
clay, so the stronger kingdoms shall not be ablc to
annex the weaker to themselvesin o permancnt union,
or shall the intermarvinge of ihe reigning families
succeed in causing these kingdoms to cleave together.
Next come the words of the tecis, which disiinctly
point to the period of the setiing wp of God’s imperish-
able kingdom :—

 Verse 44 : “Andin the days of ihese kings shall the
God of Heaven szt up a kingdom, which shall never
he destroyed ; and the kingdom shall noi be left to
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other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume
all these kingdoms, and i shall stand forever.” The
kings mentioned in the te:; sre most certainly the ten
kings, or ten kingdoms, of ilie divided fourch kingdom ;
for they are the subject of discourse. The phrise, “In
vhe days of these lings,” dues noi refer vo the days of
the kingdom of Bahylon, of Media and Persia, of Greere,
not jo vhe days of Rome before il waz divided into ten
keingdoms.  Bui 1% does reior to Rome aiter it had been
divided iato ven kingdoms, vepresenied by the ten toes
of the image. Therefore the kingdom of God was not
setup at the dme of the first advent of Christ. Neich-
er could it be set up, aceording vo vhe texi, uniil the
Roman kingdom should be divided into the ten king-
doms, which division took place between the years
A. D. 356 and 483,  The seiting up of this kingdom is
evidently a fuiure evens.

The sione did not smiis the imsge on the head,
Babylor ; nor on the breasi, Media snd Persis; nor
on the sides, Greeis ; nor yot on the legs, Roman Pa-
gan. Lut the sione did swiie the iraage on his fect.
1t could not smite the feel before they existed, and
they were not in being ill scveral hundred years aftor
vhe firsi advent of Jesus Chrisi. We still wait for
whe dasbing of the image, or the destruction of all
earthly governments, before the stone zhezll become a
great mountain and fill the whole earih, or the im-
morial lingdom be fully established in the carch.

The sione has noihing in common with the image.
Marlc well the events here siated. The stone breals
the image, and it becomes like the chafi of the sum-
mer throshing-floors, and the wind sarries it away so
that no place is found for ii.  All earihly kingdoms
are first broken, and ceas: to exist; then, and not
till then, does the stone fill Jhe whole ezrih.

If it be said that the kingdom of grace was sei up
by our Lord Jesus Christ 2i his fivsk advant, then we
inquire, Had God n» kingdora of grace before what
time? If not, then Enoch, Noah, I,ot Abraham,
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Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and the prophets, have perished
without hope; for cerininly no man can be saved
wichoui grace. .

TIi is true that the phrase, It shall break in pieces
and consunie all these kingdoms,” gives the idea that
the kingdom of God, for a {ime, is cotemporary with
perishable kingdoras.  And in view of this fact, many
adopt; the popular view of the spiritual reign of Christ,
the conversion of ihe world, commionly called the iem-
poral millennium. Some ovhers, who rejeci $he spir-
itual reign, suppose they have a sironghold in ibis
phrase for the mixed millennium, the literal reign of
Christ on the earth with the immorial righteous of sll
nges, arnong the worial navions. Bui we reject both
ihese views, as being opposed to the plainest declara-
ilons of thg sacred Scriplures, and invite attention to
one which we regard as scriptural and barmonious.

The establishment of the eternal kingdom is by a
zuccession of eveuis, the first of which oceurs prior to
ihe desiruction of earihly governments.

1. The Son of God, at the close of his ministraiion
tor ginners, and before his second appesring, will re-
ceive the liingdom from ihe Father. In the seventh
shapter of this prophetic boolk, we read these words :
“I saw in the night visions, and behold, one like the
Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and come
70 the Ansient of Days, and they brought him near
before hitn. And there was given him dominion, and
glory, and o kingdown, that all people, naiions, and
Jangnages, should serve him. His dominion is an ev-
erlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his
lingdoua, that which shall not be destroyed.” Dan.
7:13, 14. 'This language describes a grand transac-
tion in Heaven between ths Father and the Son. The
Bon, at hi sccond advent to this world, does not ap-
proach ¢he Father. So far from this, that the apostle
represents the Father as remaining in Heaven, and -
gending his Son. “And he [the [atherTszhall send
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Jegng Chrish, wliich before was preached unto yow.”
Acis 3 :20.

The words of the pralmist are io the poini : ¢ Ask
of me [says the Father to the Son], and I shall give
thee ihic beaihen for thine inheritznce, and the uiter-
mozt parts of the sarth for thy possession. Thou
sholt break vhem with o rod of ivon, thou shalt dash
them in pieces like s potier's vossel.” Ps. 2:8, 9.
Belore the Son makes his second adveni to this world,
he receives from the Father “dominion, aad glory,
and a Lingdom.” The heathen ure his, and she uiter-
most puris of the esrih are his possession. Thus the
God of 1leaven seis up ihe kingdom by investing bis
Son with royal authority befove sending him to mani-
fesi, it in vhe earth among his enemies.

S. After the coronaiion of the King of lings, the
opeaing heavens will reveal him coming in grandeur
and in glery, leading on ile-armics of Heaven to the
lagi. groat conflict with the bessi, the false prophet,
and the Lings of the earth. See Dlev. 19. “His eyes
weve ax a flame of five, snd on his head were many
crowns.” “And he haih on his vesiure aad on his
thigh a nawe written, Keng of kings, and Lord of
lords.”  His mission then will be to “judge and moks
wac.”  Ou one side will be the beasi, and the kings
of ihe earth and theilr armies; aad on the other side
will be the King of lings, followed by oll the holy
angels. The armies of Heaven nchieve a glorious vie-
vory.  “And the beast was taken, and with him the

~ false prophei thav wronght miracles before Lim, with
which he deceived them that had received the mark
of the beast, and them that -vorshiped his image.
These Loth were casi alive inio o lnke of fire burning
with brimstone. Amnd the remuant were slain with
the sword of him that s2¢ upon the horse, which sword
proceeded out of his movih.”

Iu Rev. 19, we see the complete destruction of all
wicked men, or the dashing of the nations in pieces
as o poiter’s vessel, or the image broken by the stone,



THE TWO THRONES. 11

and utterly destroyed and removed, like the chaff be-
fore the wind. The destruction of the enemies of the
Lord, represented by the several names of “man of
sin,” “mystery of iniquity,” and “that wicked,” is
thus described by the apostle— whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall de-
stroy with the brightness of his coming.” 2 Thess,
2:8.

3. At the second advent of Christ, the righteous
dead will be raised, the living righteous will be
changed, and thus the subjects of the eternal king-
dom will be made immorial. 1 Thess. 4 :14-18; 1
Cor. 15 :51, 55. This is the firsi resmrccuiou at ﬁhc
commencement of the millennium.

4. The immortal subjecis of the kingdom will ag-
cend with their Loxd to the eternal ciiy, and reign
with him in the judgment of the wicked & thousand
vears, during which time the earth will be desolate,
‘We have scen from New-Testament tesiimony that
all wicked men will be desi;royed at the second advent.
Sée 2 Thess, 1:7-9; 2:7, &; Matt. 13:26-30, 57—
43; 3:12; Luke 17 ‘76 30, The prophets of the
Old Testament clearly describe the desolation of the
carth during the millennium. See, Isa 6:3-11; 13:
9; 24:1-3; 34:1-15; 28:21, 22; Jer. 4:20, 27;
25:82-38; Zeph. 1 :2, 3; 3: 6-8.

5. At the close of the mil]emlium, the wicked will
be raised from the dead. **But the rest of the dead -
lived not again until the thowsand years were fin-
ished.” Rev. 20:5. They will then be destroyed.
¢ And fire came down froin God out of Heaven, and
devoured them.” Rev. 20:9. Satan, and all the
fallen angels, and all wicked men, will then be con-
sumed by the fire of J chovah’s wrath. Rev. 20:10;
Mait. 256:41; 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6. In she ceneml
conflagration "of that lee the old carth and ¢ atmos-
pheric heaven will pass away from the face of Him
chat sitteth on the great white throne. Rev. 20:11.
“Thé heavens shall pass away with a greai noise, and
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*
the elements shall melt with ferveat heat; the earth
also, and the works that are therein shall be bumed
up.” 2 Pet. 2:10. _

6. From the old earih, melied and cleansed from
sin and sinners, will come forih, molded by the hand
of the great Restover, the new earih, free from all the
marks of the curse. ‘““And I saw a new heaven and
a new earth ; for the first hesven and the firsi eacth
were passed away.” Rev. Z1:1.

Ii 1s ab the close of the one thousand years of Rev-
elation 20, after the dinal destruction of all of God’s
enemies, that the saints take the kingdom, to possess
it forever, even forever and ever. Then will the
kingdom in all its parig—the king, the subjects, the
werritory, the holy ciiy being ihe metropolis—be com-
plete. Then the stous will have become a greai
amountain, so as to fill the whole earth,

We have scen that ihe establishment of the im-
mortal kingdom will be by a svecession of events.
The kingdom in its first stage, when set up in Heaven,
by the God of Heaven, is represenied by a stone cut of
ihe mountain. When complete and fully esiablished in
vhe earth, it is repesenied by 2 wnountain filling vhe
whole earth. The kingdom,'in its stone condition, 1s co-
vemporary for a4 while with the perishable kingdoms of
this world. Flence 1 is sald that it shall break in
pieces and consune all these kingdoms.” Dan. 2: 44.
This accomplished, and che earth restored o its HEden
glory, the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of
ihe kingdom under the whole heaven, will be the eter-
nal inheritance of ihe redeemed.

Contrasi with this harmonious series of events in
ihe establishment of the Lingdoin, thai view which has
the kingdom established oa the earth when Christ
comes, and the one-thonsand-years’ reign of Chrisi
with his people on the new earth. That view neces-
sarily has Savan lei loose on the new ecarh, afier the
sainis, with Chriss in their midsi, have enjoyed its
5]01‘5_65 for a thousand years | Then Satan’s vast aymy,
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“the number of whom is as the sand of the sea,” iz
raised from the dead out of the new earth! and, with
Satan at their head, come tramping up over the felds
of living green on the breadth of the new earth! to
surround the city of the saints. And to crown the
obsurdity of this posiiion, fire comes down from
Heoven and consumes the vash muliitude of the
wicked of all ages upon ihe new earth ! In our opin-
ion, the inconsisiencies of this view have led many to
adopt the mixed millennium, and follow on in the al-
imogt endless fancies of the future age.

If i be objected thai our view of the subject has
the cily of the redecmed vesting upon ihe old carth
hefore it shall be regenerated by Are, we reply : This
may be in the plan of God, thai all sioners may see
what they have lost, that the redeemed may witness
the terrors of that deaih from which they are saved,
and that the assembled intelligences of the universe
thai have not sinned, may also be impressed with the
holiness and dignity of the divine law, the punalty of
which is death.

Tremendous execution! Saian and sll the angels
vhat revolted wich him, and al} men who bave died in
vheir sins, from the murderer, Cain, down to the lasi
ginner that shall cefuse salvation, perish in the lake of
fire poured upon them as they gather around the civy
of the redeemed to take it. How fitting a place will
vhe old world be—the marks of the curse now doubly
visible—for this terrible execuiion.

“And his feet shall stand in that day upon the
Mouni of Olives, which is before Jervsalemn on the
cast, and the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midsi
vhereof toward the east and toward the west, and thero
shall be a very great valley.” Zech. 11:4. Ab the.
close of the millennium, the Lord will'siahd upon the
mount of his ascension ; and, afier his voice shall call
forth the wicked dead, the mount will cJeave asunde,
leaving a plain sufficiently extensive to receive the
New Jersulem, Around vhis city, Satan and kis vast
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forces will gather to take it. And «t the very moment
of attack, fire from Heaven will come down upon them
to that exvent that the vast scene, necessarily covering
& large portion of the old earth’s surface, is represenied
as o lale of fire and brimstone. Then “ the elements
ghall meli with fervent heat, the eacth also.”

But whether thal portion of ths earth where the
oity shall rest, having been preparcd by a miracle of
divine power for the reception of she beloved city, will
remain unaflected by the fires of that day ; or whether
she melting sarth and heaven, fleeing from the face of
Him that shall be seated on the great white throne,
Rev, 20 :11, shall be remnoved from the city during
their regeaeration by fire, may not be important to
the present discussion of the subjecs. ither of these
can be done by the power of Him who will do greater
vhings in the grand work of $he resiitution.

THE WORD KINGDOM

Often occurs in the New Testameut, and sonmetimes
refers to the means and work of grace in the presemi
atate; and in other passages it evidently applies to
the fulure immorial state. The terms used in the
texts where the word aceurs, and the connection, will
decide the apphication.

The New-Testameni writers at different periods
speak of the immortal kingdom as future. 1t was not
set up when onr Lord taught bis disciples to pray,
“Thy kingdom come.” Mati. 6:10. The prophets,
Chuist, and the apostles, all point ihe church forward
0 the coming and kingdom of Christ as the time of
ihe consuramation of her faith and liope, the end of her
woils and sorrows, and the fullness oi her joys. Hence,
in' the patiern prayer of the Chrisiian church of all
ages, is the petition, “Thy kingdom come.”

The mother of Zebedee’s children understood the
kingdom o be future when she desired our Lord to
grani ihai her two sons might sii, ¢ {he one on the
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right hand and the other op the left,” in his kingdom.
Mati. 20:20, 21.

Again the kingdom was still future when our Lord
ate the last passover with the vwelve. He said to
them, “I say unfo you I will not drink of the fruit
of the vine uniil the kingdom nf God shall come.” -
Luke 22:18.

But. did not Christ set up the kingdom before his
ascension to Fleaven? Jusi before his ascension, the
disciples inquired, ¢ Lord, wily thou at this time re-
store the kingdom to Isracl?” Tt was not then set
up.  Both Jesus and Paul associate the kingdom with
the second advent. Jesus addresses those who are
walting for his coming and Lingdom, thus : “Let your
loing be girded about, and your lights burning; and
ye yowrselves like unto men thai wait for thewr lord,
when be will resurn from the wedding ; that when he
vometh and knocketh, they may open unto him im-
mediaioly.” Imke12:35, 36. In this connection he
comforis hig peopls with these precious words: “TFear
not, livile flock ; for it is your Father’s good pleasure
io give you the kingdom.” Verse 52. And Paul
solemnly charges Timothy ¢ beforz God, and the Lord
Jesus Chrisi, who shall judge the quick and the dead
at his appearing ond his kingdom.” 2 Tim. 4:1.

Paul ook a preaching iour, A. D. 46, to Lystra,
Tconiui, and Antioch, “confirming the souls of the
disciples, and exhorting thern to continue in the faith,
and thai we must, through much tribulation, enter in-
w0 the lingdom of God.” Acts 14:21, 23, This ad-
dress was not made less than twelve years after the
day of Pentecosi to those who were already Christians,
enjoying the blessings of the kingdora of grace. There
was gill before them the kingdom of glory, to enter
through much iribulation. How say some that the.
lingdom was seé up,on the day of Peniecost !

James addresses his epistle to the scaitered brethren,
A, D, 60, noi Jess than twenty-five yvears after the
day of Pentecost. Thege were all in the kingdom of
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graco at that time, and yet he peesents the kingdom

of glory before them as a matier of promise. - He

says: ¢ Hearken, my beloved breihren, hath not God

chosen the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs

of the kingdom, which he hath promised to them that
“love hita?” Jomes 2 :5.

And the apostle Peier writes his second general
epistle wo the sirangers scaitered throughout Pontus,
Galséia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, not lesgs than
thirty years afier the complete establishment of the
Christion church. He exhocts chose who had “ob-
tained like precious faith ” to add %o their faith, virtue,
Inowledge, temperance, paticnee,. godliness, brotherly
kindaess, and charity, that an entrance might be min-
istered unto them abundanily into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesug Christ.” 2
Pet. 1:5-11.

Aud Paul declares that “ilesh and blood tannot in-
herit the kingdom of God.” 1 Cor. 15:50. Thig
settles she question thai there is a kingdom not to be
cnjoyed by the saints till they pui on immortality, or
illl they enter the immortal state, which the apostle
says, verse 52, is “at the lasi trump.”

THE KINGDOM IN MINIATURE,

The winiature exhibivion of the kingdom of God ai
the traasfiguraiion is designed to show the naiure of
ihe kingdom, and when it will be set up. “For the
3on of man shall eome in the glory of his Father, with
his angels; and then he shall reward every man ac-
cording #n his works. Verily, I say unto you, There
be some gianding here which shall not taste of death,
iill they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.”
Mati. 16 027,28,  Or, a3 it reads in Luke, ¢ Till they
see the kingdom of God.” Chap. 9:27.

This promise was soon fulfilled on the mount.
“ And after six days, Jesus iaketh Peter, James, and
John hiz brother, and bringeth them up into a high
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mountain apart; and wag iransfigured before them ;
and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was
white as the light. And behold, there appeared unto
shem Moses and Elias talling with him. Then an-
" swered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for
ns to be here ; if thou wily, let us make here three
iabernacles, one for thee, and one for Moses, and one
for Elias. 'While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them ; and behold, a voice out of the
cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased ; hear ye him.” Matt. 17 :1-5,
Notice the following points :—

1. Jesus Christ appeared in his own personal glory.
His countenance shone like the sun, and his raiment
was white ag the light.

2. The glory of the Father was there. It was a
“ bright cloud ” of the divine glory, out of which came
the Father's voice.

3. Moses and Elias appcared ; the one, the repre-
sentative of those saints who shall be raised at Christ’s
coming and clothed with glory ; the other, Elias, the
representalive of those who will be alive and be
changed al the appearing of Christ.

4. The uge the apostles made of the scene. Peter
was one of the witnesses ; and his testimony shows
that the design of the transfiguration was to illustrate
Christ’'s second, personal, glorious coming and the fu-
sure kingdom of glory, and that this kingdom will be
set up at the period of the second advent, and the
resurrection and change of the just to immortal life.
He says: *“For we have not followed cunningly de-
vised fables, when we made known unto you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were
eye-witnesses of his majesty. For he received from
God the Father honor and glory, when there came
such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is
my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. And
thig voice which came from Heaven we heard when

Two Thrones, 2
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we were with him in the holy mouwnt.” 2 Pei. 1:

16-18,
THE KINGDOM OF GRACE.

As we have before stated, the Lingdom of grace
and the kingdom of glory have a close relation to
each other. The design of the former is to prepare
subjects for the latter. And, although they are dis-
uinet, and in many vespects diferent, yet their relation
0 each other is such that they are sometimes men-
tioned in the New Testament.in very close connection.
This ig the ¢ase in the parable of the

WHEAT AXND '.I‘I:!E TAELS,

“The kingdom of Heaven is likened unto a man
which sowed. good seed in his field; but while men
slept, his enemy catne and sowed tares among the
wheat, and went hic way. DBut when the blade was
sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the
tares also. So the servants of the householder came .
and said nnto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed
in thy field? from whence then hath i taves? He
said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The
servants said unto him, Wilé thou then that we go
and gather them up? Bui he said, Nay; lest while
ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat. with
them. Let both grow together until the harvest; and
in the wime of harvest I will say fo the reapers, Gath-
or ye together firsi the tares, and bind them in bun-
dles o burn Lhem but gather the wheat into my
barn.” Matt. 13 :24-30.

This parable applies to the present imperfect state,
when sinnecrs need, and may enjoy, the means of
grace. It cannot apply to the fuiuce state of glory.
There ave, howeyer, iwo refercences @o the future king-
dom in Chrisi’s explanation of this parable, which are
indicated by the words supplied in hrackets.

¢ He answered and said unio them, He that soweth
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the good sced is the Son of man. The field is the
world. The good seed sre the children of the king-
dom. . But the tares are the children of the wicked
one. The enemy that sowed them is the devil. The
harvest is the end of the world. And the reapers are
vhe angels. As therefore the {ares are gathered and
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of thiy
world. The, Son of man shall send forth his angels,
-and they shall gather out [of the territory] of his
[future] kingdom all things that offend, and them
which do iniquity, and shall cast them iato a furnace
of fire. - There shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the
_[eternal] kingdom of their Father.,” Verses 37-43.

The sowing mentioned in this parable did not com-
mence at the first adveni; of the Son of God. The
children of the kingdom and the children of the wicked
one both appeaved long before Jesus died for sinners.
Abel and Cain represented the two classes. During
the entire period from the time of these sons of Adam
to the close of the day of grace, this parable has a clear
and forcible application. - '

GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED.

“The kingdom of Heaven is like %o a grain of mus- -
vard seed which a man-took and sowed in his field ;-
which indeed is the least of all seeds; but when it is
grown it is the greatesi among herbg, and becometh a
iree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in she
branches thereof.” Verses 31, 32. This parable for-
cibly illustrates the kingdom of grace, embracing at
first only our first parents immediately afier the full,
and finally, in iis grand results, embraciag all the re-
deemed of every age, and {rom every land.

PARABLE OF TiHE LEAVEN,

The parable of the leaven hid in three measures of
meal illustrates the work of grace in the entire be-
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ing, “The kingdom of Heaven is like unto leaven,
which a woman iook and hid in vhree measures of
meal, 1ill the whole was leavened.” Verse 33. This
parable teaches the sanctification of the spirit, soul, and
hody, to God. The apostle expresses this sentiment
when he says, “ And the very God of peace sanctify
you wholly ; and I pray God your whole spirit, and
soul, and body, be: preserved blameless unto the com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Thess. 5:23. -

THE HIDDEN TREASURE,

“ Again, the kingdom of Heaven is like unto treas-
ure hid in a ficld ; the which when a man haih found,
he hideth, and for joy chereol goeth and sclleth all
that he hath, snd buyeth thas field.” Verse 44. This
parable illusirates the joyful state of niind of those
who experience the blessings of the kingdom of grace.

PEARL OF GREA'C PRICE.

“ Agoin, the kingdom of Heaven is like unto a
merchantman, secking goodly pearls; who, when he
had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all
that he had, and bought is.” Verses 45, 46. The
purchase of the pearl of great price represents the im-
mense cost of salvaiion through Jesus Chrisi, and the
sacrifices thai should be made o obtain it.

THE GOSPEL NET.

“ Again the kingdom of Heuwven is like unto a net,
ihat was cast into the seq, and gathered of every kind ;
whicl,, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat
down, and gathered vhe good into vessels, but cast the
bad away. So shall it be at the end of the world ; the
angels shall come forth and sever the wicked from
among the just, end shall casi them into the furnace
of fire ; there shall be wailing and gnashing of testh.”
Versee 47-50, This parable ghows that although
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both good and bad men may be gathered by the gospel
and vemain in apparent union for a time, as was the
case with Judas and the eleven, the final separation
will come that will declare the true character of all,

THE TEN VIRGIIS,

In Matthew 25, the kingdom of Heaven is likened
%0 an Eastern marriage. This parable illustrates the
action of the church just before, and not after, the sec-
ond advent. ¢ Then shall ¢he kingdom of Heaven be
likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps and
wenb forth to meet the bridegroom.” In this connec-
sion our Lord poinis to a specific time, in which the
work .of divine grace upon the minds and hearés of
believers would give them an experience that would
be likened to-an Eastern marriage.

BLESSINGS OF THE KINGDOM.

The aposile speaks of the blessings of the kingdom
of grace thus: “ For the kingdom of God is not meat
and drink, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in
the Holy Ghost.” Rom. 14:17. The connection’
shows that Paul applies the word kingdom to the
present dispensation, and not to the future period of
reward.

The mental siruggle in order to break away from
the powers of darkness, and by faith reeeive the bless-
ings of the kingdom of grace, is thus described by our
Lord : “ And from the dfxys of John the Baptist until
now, the kingdom of Heaven suffereih violence, and
ihe violent take it by force.” Mait. 11:12. See
Luke 16 : 16. .

THE KINGDOM AT IIAND.

John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness
of Judea, and saying, “ Repeni ye for the kingdom
of Heaven ig at hand.” Mati 3:1, 2, “Now xft_er
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that John wos put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and say-
ing, The fime is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
ot hand.  Repent ye, and believe the gospel.” Mark:
1:14, 15, And as Jesus sent forth the twelve to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel, he said to them, “ And
as yo go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is
oi hand.” Matt. 10:5-T.

We have now reached a very important point i
the digcussion of this subject. Many will mect us
heve with the popular view that the kingdom wos sei
up at the fime of the frst adveni. They will uso the
phrase, “The kingdom of Heaven is at hand," ex-
peessed by John, Jesus, and the twelve, with force
upon the minds of those who do not study the subjeci
in-all its bearings. But, as we have shown, in no sense
of the word whatever was the kingdom set up aé the,
sime of the fivst advent of Chyrist. The words,- « king-
dom of Heaven,” and “Lingdom- of God,” have bui
two significaiions : first, the plan to save men by
grace ; and, secondly, the {uture coandition and reward
oi the saved. The plan of solvaiion, or the kingdom
of grace, was instituted soon afiter the fall; and the
reward of iHe saved, or the kingdom of glory, is fusure.

The Greek word translated “at hand,” as used by
J esu§, John, and the twelve, is enggizo, and is deiined

by Greenfield as follows : To approach, draw near.
By meionymy, to be at hand, to impend. Matt. &:2;

2175 10:7; Inke 10:9, 11; Mark 1:15” The
im)norml l'jngdom was not at hand, according to thig
definition, or the obvious meaning of the phrase, in
whe days of John and of Jesus. In fact, Paul warned
the church at Thessalonica againsi the idea thai the
duy of Christ—the day to dbstl oy earthly kingdoms,
and esiablish the immortsl kingdom—was even then
af hand. “Be not soon shaken in mind,” says the
apostle, “or be troubled, neither by §pilib nor by
word, nor by letier, as from us, as that the day of
(“hus,.t is a5 hand.” 2 Thess."2; 2,

,
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The Greek word translated ““at hand ” in this text
is enistemd, and signifies, according to Greenfield, ‘4o
place in, or upon; to stand near, be a hand, impend.
2 Thess. 2: 2.” In their bearing upon the subject of
the kingdom, there is really no difference in the sig-
nification of these two Greek words, But, does Paul
contradict John, Jesus, or the twelve? Certainly he
does not. ,

What, then, did John and Jesug mean in proclaim-
ing the kingdom of Heaven at hand? Not that the
kingdom of-grace was soon to be set up. No; thai
had heen instituted more shan four thousand years be-
fore that proclamaition. MNeither did they urge imme-
diate repeniance on the ground ihai the kingdom of
Heaven was ab hand in the sense of being the nexi
universal kingdom! With this view, their fervent
announcement would seem o lose its forex Bui
their proclamation had divect reference to the wonder-
ful manifestations of divine power and grace immedi-
skely to follow, during the work of confirming the cov-
enant; Dan., 9: 27; first, by Christ, for three and =
Lalf years, and by the apostles, Heh. 2: 3, the same
period of time.

John looked forward to the minisiry of Jesus, which
was approved of God ¢ by miracles, and wonders, and
signs, which God did by him.” Acts 2: 22, and pro-
claimed the kingdom of Heaven ai hand. And Jesus
looked forward to his own minisiry, and also fio thai
of the apostles as “ they weni forth and preached every-
where, the Lord working with them, and confirming
vhe word with signs following,” Mark 16 : 20, and
proclaimed the kingdom of Heaven at hand. This
view of the subject is sustained by the commission
. given by our Lord to th2 sevensy : “Go your ways.
Behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves.
And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive
you, 2at such things as are set before you. And hesl
the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The
kingdom of Giod is come nigh unto you.” LukelO: 3,
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3, 9. The kingdom of God in this comnection can
mean nothing more, and nothing less, than the mani-
festation of divine power and grace.

And with this agree the words of Christ addressed
w the worthy scribe. ¢ And when Jesus saw that he
answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not
far from the kingdom of God.” Mark 12:34. This
scribe was sound in the fundamental principles of God’s
government. He only needed to Imow Christ and the
power of his great salvation, in order to enjoy all the
privileges and blessings of the kingdom of grace.

THE- FIRST ADVENT.

The Pharisees supposed the kingdom of Israel
would ithen be established with outward show,
¢ And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when
ihe kingdom of God should come, he answered them
and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with obser-
vation ; neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there !
for behold the kingdom of God is within you.” Luke
17 :20, 21. But was the kingdom within the unbe-
lieving Pharisees? The marginal reading—¢ among
you "—helps the case. 'Whai was then among them ?
Christ had just cleansed ten lepers who showed them-
selves to the priests, and one of them returned to give
glory to God. In their midst were the wonderful
manifestations of divine power and grace in the mira- -
cles of Christ; hence, he said to the Pharisees, “The
Lingdom of God is among you.” The work of divine
grace was manifested among them.

Deception has been the work of Satan ever since he
g0 successfully deceived Eve. He led the Jews to ex-
peci in the Messiah a ruling monarch, instead of a
necl: and lowly teacher, and -finally the-sacrifice for
sinners.

THE SECOND ADVENT.

Aj the time of the second advent, and the establish-
meni of the eternal kingdom, the people will doubtless
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be under as great deception relative to the nature of
the coming and kingdom of Christ, as the Jews were
relative to his mission at his first advent. Then he
came as the humble teacher of the people, closing his
mission with giving himself a sacrifice for sinners.
‘The Jews rejected Jesus because he did not meet thei
vain expectations, Satan led them to look for the
coming of Messiah with outward show, and grandeur,
when he was to come in humility. And now that he
is soon to appear the second time, in the clonds of
heaven with power and great glory, to raise the right-
eous dead, and reign in his tangible kingdom forever,
‘Satan has the delusion prepared for the people, that
Christ’s coming 1s spiritual, at death, at conversion, or .
in the outpouring of the Spirit of God. Jesus an-
icipates the heresies of onr time, and says : “The days
will come, when ye shall desire to see one of the days
of the Son of man, and yé shall not see it. And they
shall say to you, Sze here ! or, see there! go not after
“them nor follow them. For as the lightning ihat
lighteneth out of the one .part tinder heaven, shineth
unto the other part under heaven ; so shall also the
Son of man be in his day.” Luke 17 : 22-24.

In close connection with the establishment of the
future hnmortal kingdom will be the second coming of
Chrisé with power and great glory. This prophetic
event does not have its fulfillment in a plurality of ways
nach difiering from all the rest, as in the popular apphi-
cations to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Roman
army, to conversion and to death. These mystical ap-
plications are expressed by the words of our Lord,
“See here, or, see there,” while the one grand event of
che second advent is illustrated by the lightning thai
flashes across the entire heavens.

Christ, the King of kings, and Lord of lords, in his
own glory, and in the glory of the Father, attended by
all the holy angels, will descend. The earth will trem-
ble, and the heavens will blaze with glory. The voice
of the Son of God will epll the righteous dead from
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sheir graves, and the living righteous will be changed.
These will be gathered from all parts of the earth, up
%0 meet their descending Lord. ¢ And he shall send
his angels wich a great sound of a trumpet, and they
shall gather togeiher his elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven %o the other.” Matt. 24 : 31.
- The saints of all ages and from all countries and na-
ilons, will be in thai vast gathering. “Many shall
come from the east and west, and shall sit down with
Abraham, and Tsaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of
Heaven.” Matt. 3: 11. These will be the immortal
subjects of the eternal kingdom. But if this kingdom
is already set up in any one church, or in all the
Christian churches of our time, where are these pairi-
archs? fSearch as closely as you please among the fol-
lowers of Luther, Calvin, Wesley, or Alex. Campbell,
and you posiiively cannot find Abraham, Isase, snd
Jacob. But whenthe rightecus dead shall all be raised
and gathered home to their everlasting rest, the proph-
cts and saints of all ages will meet in the grand as-
semblage of theredeemed, and together sit down in the
kingdom of God, with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in
their midst. :

THX KINGDOM COMPLETE,

In a kingdom there are, necessarily, a king, sub-
Jects, territory, and government. The sacred Script-
ures speak of these component parts of the eternal
lingdom of glory in plainest terms. Christ will be
King, the immorial. just will be ihe subjecis, the
whole earth restorad from the curse will be the terri-
lory, and the holy city, Rev. 21 : 10-25, will be ihe
" metropolis, and seat of government. .

‘When Pilate inquired of Jesus, “ Art thou a king 1”
he answered, “To this end was I born.” John 18:
37.  The import of this reply of the Son of God is
more clearly seen by the light of these prophetic
words ; “ For unio us a child is born, unto us a son

.
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is given; and the government shall be upon his
shoulder. And his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counselor, The mighiy God, The everlasting Faiher,
The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his govern-
ment and *peace there shall be no end, upon the
throne of David, and upon bis kingdom to order ii,
and to esiablich it with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even forever.” TIsa. 9:6, 7.

The prophet takes in at a glance, as briefly ex-
pressed, che birth of Christ, his wonderful teachings,
the might of his miracles, and his fature reign as the

“ Prince of Peace,” which will have “no end.” The .

Jews applied the entire- prophecy to their limited
ideas of the coming of the Messiah. And inosi
Christions’ of onr time extend it but little beyond ihe
work of gracé in the present age. But the burden of
the prophecy is ecertainly the futurc kingdom. It ev-
idently touchss the siream of time at the birth and
life-of Christ, and passes along dovn to the establish-
pieni of vhe imimortal kingdom, and out 4o the eternal
sea of Christ’s glorious reign.

The cheering declaration of the angel to amxious
Mary is nearly o repeiition of the words of the prophei,
in announcing Christ as the King in the endless reign
of fulwe glory.  Aficrstating that his name should be
called Jesus, he adds : -« ITe shall be great, and shall be
called the Son of the Highest: A.nd the Lord God shall
give unto him the throne of his father David ; and he
shall reign over the house-of Jacob fonever and of
his Llnmlom share shall be no end.” Luke'1:32, 33.

Christ now reigns in'the kingdom of divine grace
in behalf of sinful men. But ot the close of human
probation he will deliver np the mediatorial kingdom
Jo the Faiher, when the reign of grace and mercy for
% lost world will end. “Then cometh the end, when
he shall have delivered up the lkingdom to God, even
the Father; when he shall have put down all rule
and all suthority and power. For he must reign, till
he hath put all enemies under his feet.” 1 Cor, 15 ;

~

X
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24, 25. He will then receive from the Ifather the
eternal kingdom of glory. Says Daniel: “I saw in
the night visions, and behold, one like the Son of Man
came with the clouds of heaven, and come %0 the An-
cient of Days, and they brought him near* before him.
And there was given him dominjon, and glory, and a
kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages should
serve him. Hi§ dominion is an everlasiing domiuion,
which shall 1.0t pass away, and his kingdom that which
shall not he destroyed.” Chap. 7:13, 14, And the
prophet speaks of the immortal and eiernal subjects
of this kingdom in these words: “Bub the saints of
the Most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the
kingdom forever, even forever and ever.” Verse 18.

But it is not until all the wicked of the earth shall
- be destroyed from off it thal; the immorial kingdom of
glory will fill the whole-renewed earth, which will be
the eternal inheritance of the saints. Then will be
fulfilled the words of David: “For yei a little while
and the wicked shall not be ; yea, thou shalt diligent-
ly consider his place, and it shall not be. Bui vhe
meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight them-
selves in the abundance of peace.” Ps. 37:10, 11.
And it is to this same glory and reward that Chuisé
points in his sermon on the mount, when he says:
“ Blessed are the meek; for they shall iaherit ihe
earth.” Mait. 5:5.

The propliet Daniel is assured by the angel thai
“the kingdom and dominion, and the greainess of vhe
kingdom under the whole heaven shall be given %o ihe
people of the sainis of the Most High, whose kingdom
is an everlusting kingdom.” Chap. 7:27. And ihe
great God, in response to the earnest prayer of Moses
who was leading the children of Israel to the land of
Canaan, the type of the kingdom of glory, says : “ Bui
as traly as I live, all the earth shall be iilled with the
glory of the Lord.” Num. 14 :21. Isaiah takes up
the promise of the future reward and glory in these
words ; “The earth shall be full of the l:nowledgu
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of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” Chap. 11 :
9. And another prophet rcpents the promise in still
stronger language : “ For tbe éarth shall be filled with
the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea.” Hab. 2:14,

FITNESS FOR' THE FUTURE KINGDOM.

But in order to enter the futwre kingdom of glory
we must first be in the kingdom of grace, sharing all
its blessings and privileges. The faithful Jobn bears
testimony which has direct bearing on this subjeck..
He looked forward to the new heaven and the new
earth, and the holy city, in the gloriouns restitusion
where there will be neither pain, sickness, sorrow nor
dleath, as the sternal kingdom of the redeemed. And
yet he declared himself, while in the present state of
iribulation, as being in the kingdom of Jesns Chyist.
“1 John, who also am your brother, and companion
in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of
Jesns Christ, was in the isle thai is called Patmos,
for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus
Christ.” Rev. 1:9. The beloved John was in the
kingdom of grace.

And Paul, in delineating true Christian experience
in his epistle to the Colossians, speaks of deliverance
from the power of darkness, a redemption thromgh
Christ’s blood, and a translation inio his kingdom,
which can apply only to the present probationary
state. = He sets forth the emancipaiion from the bond-
age of spiritual darkness into the light and liherty of
the sons of God, and the attainments which believers
may reach in fullness of spiritusl wnderstanding and of
strength, in order to a moral fiiness to be partaker of
the eternal inheritance, in words that should stir the
soul and burn their way to every Christian heart.

“For this cause we also, since the day we heard it,
do_not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye
might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all
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wisdom and spiritual understanding; that ye mighi
wallz worthy of the Lord. unto all pleasing, being
{ruiiful in every good work, and increasing in the
knowledge of God; sirengshened with all might, ac-
cording to his glorious power, aato all patience and
longsuflering with joyfulness ; giving thanks unto ihe
Father, which hath made us meei o be partakers of the
inheritonce of the saints in light ; who hath delivered us
from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into
vhe kkingdom of his dear Son ; in whom we have redemp-
sion through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.”
Col. 1:9-14. The words delivered, translated, and
redemption, may usually expross transition to the im-
morial state ; but in the foregoing quotaiion they
express the power and work of grace in connection
with the forgiveness of sins.

The moral fitness for the uexi life must be aiiained
in this life. The last change to immortality is not o
moral change. It is simply au exchange of the cor-
ruptible body for one that will be incorruptible. This
is expressed by the apostle thus: ¢ For our conversa-
tion 18 ire Heaven, from whence also we look for ihe
Baviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our
vile body, that it may be fashioned like unio his glo-
wious body.”

The exchange of the sinner’s vile nature to the
glorious character of the Son of God must take place
during the period of probation, while. Chrisi; pleads his
blood before the Father on the sinner’s account. If
this change does not take place while Christ is our
mediator, the change of the vile body will noi take
place at his second advent. I{ow the sinner may, in
obedience to the law of the Faiher, and by faith in the
blood of the Son, abtain to the moral fitness for vhe
inheritance of the saints in light.

Our robes of character musi be made pure before
Christ lays off his garments of mediation, and pats on
his kingly robes, Now we may wash and be clean;
but when Christ’s mediation for sinners shall cease, i
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will then be said, “ Thbe time is at hand. He that is
anjust, lei him be unjusi siill ; and he which is filthy,
let him he filthy still ; and he that is righteous, let
nim be righteous still; and he that is holy, let him be
holy still. And behold, I come quickly ; and my re-
ward is with me, to give every man according as his
work shall be.” Rev. 22:10-12. And Peter ex-
horts : * Wherefore, beloved, sceing ye look for such
things, be diligent, that -ye mey be found of him in
peace, without spol, and blameless.” 2 Pet. 3 :14.
This washing of the soul from the stains of sin de-
mands diligence. Paul says thai ¢ Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for ii, that he might sancii-
Yy and cleanse it with the washing of water by the
word, that he mighi present it to himself a glorious
chur ch 0%, hmvm(r spot or wrml(lc, or any such
thing.” Eph. 5 . 95-27.

And John sees the washed and glorified multitude,
who had pressed their way o Christ and Heaven
ihrough the moral darkness of this world, and had
come out of greal tribulation into ihe kingdom of
" glory. ““After this, I hehekl, and, lo, a great mulsi-
iude, which no man could number, of all nations, and
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white
robes, and palme in their hands; and cried with a
loud voice, saying, Salvaiion to our God, which sitteth
upon the throne, and unio the Lawb” Rev. 7:9,
10. “ And one of the elders’answered, saying unio
* me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes?
And whence came they? And I said unto him, Sir,
ihou knowest. And he snid unto me, These are they
which came out of greai tribulation, and have washed
iheir robes, and made ther white in the blood of the
Lamb.” Verses 13, 14. I W
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