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INTRODUCTION 

T h i s  paper  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  v i t a l  t r u t h  o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l ' s  message sounded 

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  October 22, 1844. Between t h a t  t ime  and 1847, however, t h a t  message-- 

a message t h a t  cou ld  e x p l a i n  t h e  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  Advent body and g i v e  meaning 

t o  i ts  p r e s e n t  condition--became l a r g e l y  n u l l i f i e d  by b e l i e v e r s  who s t r e s s e d  a mul t i -  

p l i c i t y  of  " t e s t i n g  t r u t h s "  t h a t  were des igned  t o  p u r i f y  t h o s e  peop le  a w a i t i n g  t h e  r e t u r n  

of  t h e  Lord. A s  t h e  number o f  " t e s t s "  grew, t h e  importance o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l ' s  

message o r  Sabbath  t r u t h  receded f a r t h e r  and f a r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  background. Beginning 

around 1847, though ev idences  are p r e s e n t  even earl ier ,  M r s .  White, through a series 

o f  v i s i o n s ,  sought  u n i t y  upon t h a t  c e n t r a l ,  t e s t i n g  t r u t h .  The term " s h u t  door" i n  

t h i s  s e t t i n g ,  meant p r i m a r i l y  a u n i t y  t h a t  mainta ined t h e  i n i t i a l  two a n g e l ' s  messages 

and j o i n e d  w i t h  them a t h i r d  message. 

The concep t  o f  a s h u t  door ,  h e l d  by t h e  f u t u r e  SDAs throughout  t h e  1844-51 

p e r i o d ,  a l s o  invo lved  a concept  o f  judgment. It meant e s s e n t i a l l y  t h a t  a l l  who had 

r e j e c t e d  t h e  c l e a r  B i b l i c a l  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  two a n g e l s  had r e j e c t e d  t h e  b a s i s  

o f  t h e i r  s a l v a t i o n .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  October  2 2 ,  1844, however, some h o l d i n g  t o  t h i s  

s h u t  door  concep t  o f  judgment, combined w i t h  it an  a d d i t i o n a l  concep t  o f  judgment, 

a concep t  t h a t  focused a t  f i r s t  p r i m a r i l y  and t h e n  s o l e l y  upon t h o s e  f i v e  "wise 

v i r g i n s "  o f  t h e  Bridegroom p a r a b l e  who had a c c e p t e d  t h o s e  pre-1844 t e s t i n g  t r u t h s  

b e f o r e  t h e  door was s h u t .  That  s h u t  door  d i d  n o t  a s s u r e  t h e i r  s a l v a t i o n ,  b u t  

enab led  them t o  become e l i g i b l e  f o r  an  even c l o s e r  examinat ion.  The paper  d e a l s  

w i t h  t h e s e  two concep ts  o f  judgment: (1) a judgment based upon a c c e p t a n c e  o r  r e j e c t i o n  

o f  t h e  c l e a r  B i b l i c a l  t r u t h s  encompassed w i t h i n  t h e  messages o f  t h e  t h r e e  a n g e l s  o f  

Rev. 14:6-12; and ( 2 )  a judgment embracing a m u l t i t u d e  o f  t e s t s  and r e s e r v e d  

s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  " s a i n t s . "  I t  a l s o  a t t e m p t s  t o  examine t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  E l l e n  White t o  

t h e s e  concep t s  o f  judgment. 

Another c e n t r a l  concep t  advanced i n  t h i s  paper  i s  a s t r o n g  s t r e s s  upon t h e  

pre-1844 r o o t s  t o  t h e  SDA t h e o l o g i c a l  exper ience .  I t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  most o f  t h e  b a s i c  

t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  church were a l r e a d y  a c c e p t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  movement p r i o r  t o  1845. 



The post-1844 development o f  t h e  message o f  t h e  t h i r d  ange l  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  

..% c o n t r i b u t i o n  t h e r e a f t e r .  

THE SCATTERING TIME, OCTOBER 23, 1844-1846 

I n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  October 22, 1844, t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  M i l l e r i t e  movement 

began t o  fo rmula te  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  expec ted  even t .  A concep t  

q u i c k l y  accep ted  was t h a t  o f  t h e  s h u t  door ,  an  i d e a  i n t e r p r e t e d  from C h r i s t ' s  

p a r a b l e  o f  t h e  Bridegroom o f  Matthew 25. I t  w a s  assumed t h a t  p r o b a t i o n  had c l o s e d  

f o r  a l l  t h o s e  who had r e j e c t e d  t h e  messages o f  Rev. 14:6-8,  and t h u s  t h e  movement 

no l o n g e r  had a message r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  world ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  c o n c e n t r a t e d  upon 

p r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  meet t h e  soon coming Lord. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s h u t  door  concep t ,  

t h e  M i l l e r i t e s  began t o  deve lop  a n o t h e r  i d e a  r e l a t e d  t o  it t h a t  would o f f e r  a d d i t i o n a l  

e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  d e l a y .  Tha t  i d e a  invo lved  a concept  o f  a j u d i c i a l ,  pre-Advent 

judgment t h a t  focused p r i m a r i l y  upon t h e  " s a i n t s . "  I t  was w h i l e  t h i s  concept  w a s  

developing t h a t  t h e  M i l l e r i t e  movement began t o  d i s i n t e g r a t e .  By A p r i l  o f  1845, 

two d i s t i n c t  groups  were apparen t .  1 

The major  group o r  " M i l l e r i t e s "  abandoned t h e  concep t  t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  

e v e n t  had o c c u r r e d  i n  1844 and c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  2300-day prophecy would end 

sometime i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  With t h i s  assumption t h e  group l i k e w i s e  abandoned i t s  

prev ious ly -he ld  i d e a t h a t t h e  door o f  mercy w a s  s h u t  and t h o s e  s o  t e a c h i n g  were s e e n  

as h e r e t i c a l .  Given t h a t  assumption,  a concep t  o f  a judgment focus ing  e n t i r e l y  

upon b e l i e v e r s  w a s  l i k e w i s e  abandoned by t h e  M i l l e r i t e s .  A "minor i ty"  group o f  

former  M i l l e r i t e  l e a d e r s  opposed t h e  assumption t h a t  October 22 had l o s t  i t s  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  and a l s o  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  a door  o f  mercy was opened t o  t h e  world .  T h i s ,  

t o  them, meant abandoning t h e  e n t i r e  movement t h a t  t h e y  cons idered  t o  have c l e a r l y  

been l e d  by t h e  Lord. I n  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of October 22, t h a t  m i n o r i t y  

group con t inued  i ts  a t t e m p t  t o  unders tand  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  e v e n t  beginning on 

t h a t  da te ,  and thus continued t o  develop i ts concept of a jud ic ia l  judgment t h a t  

would p r i m a r i l y  focus  upon t h e  "wise v i r g i n s "  who had e n t e r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  door  was s h u t .  

It  was from t h i s  group o f  m i n o r i t y  A d v e n t i s t s  t h a t  t h e  l a t e r  Seventh-day A d v e n t i s t  



church grew. 

.- A t  f i r s t ,  one of t h e  few p u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  which t h e  s h u t  door  A d v e n t i s t s  found 

a v o i c e  w a s  The Day-Star, a former M i l l e r i t e  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n i t i a l l y  e n t i t l e d  The - 

Western Midnight Cry. E d i t e d  by Enoch Jacobs  i n  C i n c i n n a t i ,  Ohio, t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  

gave a n  o u t l e t  f o r  many new i d e a s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  seventh-day Sabbath.  I n  i t s  pages ,  

E l l e n  Whi te ' s  e a r l y  v i s i o n s  were f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  views and arguments 

which s h e  and h e r  husband James would c e r t a i n l y  have r e j e c t e d .  Most of t h e  Day-Star ' s  

i n i t i a l  p l a t f o r m  sprang  from t h e  M i l l e r i t e  p i l l a r s :  t h e  f i r s t  and second a n g e l s '  

messages a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  l i t e r a l ,  v i s i b l e  r e t u r n  of C h r i s t  and u rg ing  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  

t h a t  even t ;  t h e  2300 days  ended October 22,  1844, and t h u s  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  o t h e r  

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  Bridegroom p a r a b l e .  The paper ,  c l a iming  it advocated " p r e s e n t  t r u t h , "  

s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  t o  be  c l e a n s e d  was i n  heaven, and t h a t  a  t h i r d  a n g e l  w a s  

t o  f o l l o w  t h e  f i r s t  two and t h a t  t h i r d  a n g e l  emphasized t h e  "commandments of God 

and t h e  f a i t h  o f  J e s u s . "  The e x p r e s s i o n  " f a i t h  of J e s u s "  t o  t h i s  g roup  came t o  mean 

a  l i t e r a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of a  number of s t a t e m e n t s  of J e s u s  concerning such s u b j e c t s  a s  

s e l l i n g  p r o p e r t y ,  f o r s a k i n g  a l l ,  becoming a s  " l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n , "  e t c .  The s h u t  

door  b e l i e f  con t inued  t o  be a  prominent p a r t  of t h e  Day-Star ' s  message. James 

White wro te  t h e  e d i t o r  i n  August o f  1845: 

The world & nominal church h a t e  us  more and more. . . . The hour  of t e m p t a t i o n  
w i l l  show t h e i r  t r u e  c h a r a c t e r ,  and o u r s .  B l e s s  God, t h e  s c a l e  w i l l  t u r n  i n  
f a v o r  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  remnant. What w i l l  do  i t?--The t r u t h  preached by us?  No-- 
u n l e s s  we open t h a t  door by o u r  opponents ,  and t h i s  we cannot  do,  f o r  God has  
r e j e c t e d  them.2 ( u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  no ted ,  a l l  emphasis i n  quoted m a t e r i a l  i s  
as i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l . )  

A s  t h e  m i n o r i t y  A d v e n t i s t s  sought  t o  unders tand  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  a f t e r  1844, 

they  sought  t o  harmonize t h e i r  past b e l i e f s  w i t h  a meaning f o r  t h e i r  con t inued  

e x i s t e n c e .  They concluded t h a t  new l i g h t  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  them. Th is  l i g h t ,  they  

a f f i rmed ,  embraced fo l lowing  a l l  of t h e  r e v e a l e d  w i l l  of God. Note t h e  r a t i o n a l e  

p r e s e n t e d  by some of  t h e  l e a d i n g  spokesmen of t h e  movement: 

S a t a n  is  by no means i g n o r a n t  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  God's method of sav ing  h i s  peop le ,  
i s  t o  s a n c t i f y  them by -- t h e  t r u t h .  . . . To ' d a i l y  e x p e c t  t h e  King, ' is  t o  have 
every  o b s t a c l e  removed o u t  of t h e  way, and look f o r  no th ing  e l s e .  

I f  t r u t h  and obedience d i d  n o t  s a n c t i f y  u s ,  and make us happy, we shou ld  be  no 
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b e t t e r  off--so f a r  a s  t h i s  world is  aoncerned--than t h e  i gno ran t  and d isobedien t .  

_. I f  w e  fol low on t o  know t h e  Lord and obey ALL h i s  commandments, yea ,  g lo ry  be  
t o  o u r  coming Lard, we s h a l l  then  have a  r i g h t  t o  t h e  t r e e  o f  l i f e .  

Did you ever  remember t h a t  i f  you f a l l ,  and l o s e  your s o u l ,  it w i l l  b e  because 
you stumble over  some p l a i n  t r u t h  w r i t t e n  i n  t h i s  book? And remember aga in ,  t h a t  
God has  a  few s o u l s  on e a r t h ,  t h a t  can no t  be frowned down, nor f r i gh t ened  away 
from t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  t h e  search ing  t r u t h  of God.3 

The concept of "fol lowing a l l  t h e  commandments" embraced a  constant ly-developing 

l is t  o f  t e s t i n g  t r u t h s ,  f o r  t h e  commandments t o  t h i s  minor i ty  group, included n o t  j u s t  

the o r i g i n a l  10 ,  b u t  a l s o  t hose  " l e a s t "  commandments they be l ieved  were supported 

i n  t h e  New Testament. Foot washing and t h e  s a l u t a t i o n  o r  "holy k i s s "  r a p i d l y  became 

t e s t  ques t ions  o f  obedience and humi l i ty .  These teachings  harmonized wi th  t h e  s ea rch  

f o r u n i t y  w i th in  a s h a t t e r e d  group and seemed t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  "command" o f  C h r i s t  t h a t  

t h e  b e l i e v e r s  should " love one another ."  J. D. Cook, prominent i n  t h e  movement, i n  

h i s  sermon on f o o t  washing, "To B e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  We Must Do t h e  Works of  C h r i s t , "  noted:  

E t e rna l  s a l v a t i o n  is t h e  legacy bequeathed t o  ' a l l  who obey him.' . . . The 
more h e a r t i l y ,  and pe r seve r ing ly ,  and e a r n e s t l y ,  and e x a c t l y ,  and f u l l y  we 
obey; t h e  more e n t i r e l y  w e  become ' c r u c i f i e d  t o  t h e  wor ld , '  and r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
'King o f  k ings . '  Such have ' t h e  s e a l  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  God,' and s h a l l  s tand  i n  
holy triumph on mount Zion. . . . Yul t i t udes  s t o p  a t  each tes t - -each t r u t h ,  o r  
each duty.  They who stumble a t  t h e  l a s t  p o i n t  o f  t r i a l ,  w i l l  a s  c e r t a i n l y  
f a i l  of heaven a s  they who stumble a t  t h e  f i r s t .  . . . ( I f  God) means what 
h e  s ays ,  then we obey and p l e a s e  him, when we b e l i e v e  j u s t  what he s ays ,  and 
act accord ingly ;  and i f  t h i s  apply t o  any d o c t r i n e  o r  duty above named, why 
does it n o t  apply w i t h  equa l  f o r c e  t o  t h e  washing of fee t - - the  very t h ing  
which Je sus  did.  4 

By t h e  end o f  1845, t h e  l i s t  o f  t e s t s  which had been advocated by t h e  Day-Star's 

c o n t r i b u t o r s  included s e l l i n g  possess ions  and g iv ing  alms t o  t h e  poor,  r e f r a i n i n g  from 

work, celebacy,  proper  d r e s s ,  vege ta r ian ism,  avoidance of s n u f f ,  tobacco,  co f f ee ,  and 

t e a ,  praying f o r  t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  dead s a i n t s ,  s e l l i n g  proper ty  and going o u t  "two 

by two," tak ing  no thought  o f  food, c l o t h i n g ,  e t c . ,  r ece iv ing  t h e  kingdom a s  a 

l i t t l e  c h i l d ,  t h e  Sabbath, " forsak ing  a l l , "  inc lud ing  f ami l i e s .  By November, 1845, 

t h e  e d i t o r  of  Day-Star would a f f i rm:  

I t  has  been charged upon some, t h a t  they a r e  propagat ing t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  
l i t e r a l l y  ex te rmina t ing  t h e  wicked wi th  t h e  sword. However t r u e  t h i s  may be  
a g a i n s t  Mormons, o r  e a s t e r n  Advent i s t s ,  I know n o t ,  b u t  I do know t h a t  no such 
doc t r i ne s  have been advanced by Advent i s t s  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  But I have no 
h e s i t a t i o n  i n  say ing ,  were it a duty enjoined upon us  i n  t h e  B ib l e ,  it would have 
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been f e a r l e s s l y  advanced, f o r  t h e r e  a r e  some who no l o n g e r  seek  t o  save  t h e i r  
l i v e s .  5 

The consequence of such a m u l t i p l i c i t y  of requ i rements  sometimes meant t h a t  a 

d e c i s i o n  t o  v i o l a t e  one r e s u l t e d  i n  g i v i n g  up t h e  e n t i r e  sys tem,  a s  d i d  t h e  e d i t o r s  

of t h e  Hope o f  I s r a e l  and t h e  Hope Within t h e  V e i l ,  who went back t o  "Mi l l e r i sm,"  

when t h e y  dec ided  t o  marry each o t h e r .  Even James White, one y e a r  p r i o r  t o  h i s  

mar r iage ,  announced t h a t  t h e  e d i t o r s  "denied t h e i r  f a i t h , "  i n  t a k i n g  t h a t  s t e p .  "We 

a l l  l o o k  upon it as a w i l e  of t h e  D e v i l , "  s t a t e d  White. "The f i r m  b r e t h r e n  i n  Maine 

who are w a i t i n g  f o r  C h r i s t  t o  come have no f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  such a move." A month 

e a r l i e r ,  however, h e  had sounded a n o t e  of warning t o  t h e  e d i t o r  of t h e  Day-Star: 

We a r e  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  c o u r s e  you a r e  t a k i n g  i n  t h e  ' S t a r , '  a s  it speaks  o u t  
p l a i n  on t h e  p r e s e n t  t r u t h ,  and commandments of my Master .  Go on,  b u t  look  
o u t  f o r  t h e  D e v i l ' s  c o u n t e r f e i t - - l o o k  o u t  f o r  f a l s e  t e s t s .  6 

Another obvious consequence of t h e  l a r g e  number of t e s t i n g  t r u t h s  w a s  t h a t  t h e  

Sabbath  became merely  one i s s u e  among many, and t h u s  never  developed i n t o  a s i g n i f i c a n t  

t r u t h  i n  t h e  Day-Star. One i s s u e  w a s  developing w i t h i n  t h e  Day-Star, however. By 

March o f  1846, t h e  concep t  of a n  ongoing judgment w a s  f a i r l y  wide ly  advocated by t h e  

m i n o r i t y  group of former  M i l l e r i t e s  who r e a d  t h e  Day-Star: 

The judgment scenes  a r e  p a s s i n g  b e f o r e  o u r  eyes ;  what a solemn t ime  is t h i s .  
The t e s t i n g  t r u t h s  t h a t  a r e  now p r e s e n t e d  a r e  a lmos t  t o o  much f o r  t h i s  poor  
h e a r t  t o  b e a r .  But,  by t h e  g r a c e  of God h e l p i n g  me, I w i l l  f o l l o w  on t o  know 
t h e  Lord. I have se t  my f a c e  as a f l i n t  towards Zion.  I f e e l  persuaded t o  go 
o u t  and f o r s a k e  a l l ,  t h a t  I may be  t h e  d i s c i p l e  of J e s u s .  7 

Th is  h i n t  o f  a pre-Advent j u d i c i a l  judgment8 had r o o t s  a t  least  as f a r  back as 

November, 1844, and seems t o  have been i n i t i a l l y  " t e n t a t i v e l y "  p r e s e n t e d  by Enoch 

Jacobs,  a former Methodis t  m i n i s t e r ,  prominent i n  t h e  pre-1844 M i l l e r i t e  movement 

and e d i t o r  of i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  Western Midnight Cry from 1843 t o  1845 when it became 

t h e  Day-Star. I n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  avo id  t h e  extremes of t o t a l l y  abandoning t h e  r e l e v a n c e  

of October 22 and of "making a wrong a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s c r i p t u r e  t o  t h a t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

movement," he p r e s e n t e d  h i s  views,  "upon my own i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , "  under t h e  

heading: "Evidence Tha t  t h e  Judgment Might Have S e t  on t h e  Tenth Day of t h e  7 t h  Month.'19 

Jacobs '  i n i t i a l  concep t  of t h i s  judgment beginning on October  22,  1844, c e n t e r e d  



pr imar i l y ,  b u t  no t  exc lus ive ly ,  upon t h e  s a i n t s ,  s i n c e  

themselves before  t h e  Lord" (Lev. 23:29) could be  e l i g  

This judgment, t h a t  "began a t  t h e  house o f  God" (1 Pet  

on ly  those  who had " a f f l i c t e d  

i b l e  f o r  a p o s i t i v e  judgment. 

. 4 :17) would consume about  40 

days,  according t o  Jacobs.  This represen ted  t h e  t ime spen t  by Noah wi th in  t h e  a r k  

be fo re  t h e  r a i n  came. The judgment upon t h e  remainder,  who "were condemned a l ready"  

would consume about  a yea r ,  t h e  approximate t ime be fo re  Noah and h i s  family "went o u t  

upon t h e  renovated e a r t h . "  Jacobs emphasized, "There must be  a render ing  o f  judgment 

be fo re  it can be executed,"  thus  account ing f o r  t h e  judgment upon those  a l r eady  lo s t . 1 °  

He be l i eved  t h a t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  mission o f  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  b e l i e v e r s  was t o  "comfort 

God's people ,"  dur ing  those  solemn judgment scenes.  He a f f i rmed:  

Unless something a s  d e c i s i v e  a s  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  t h e  judgment took p l a c e  on t h e  
t e n t h  day, t h e  a n t i t y p e  is n o t  y e t  given--the 'True Midnight Cry' no t  sounded, 
and t h e  overwhelming evidence t h a t  w e  l i v e  i n  t h e  l a s t  yea r  o f  p rophet ic  pe r iods  
must be abandoned, and God's people a r e  l e f t  i n  darkness ,  no t  only t o  be over- 
t aken  as by a t h i e f ,  b u t  t o  be  devoured by merc i l e s s  wo lves . l l  

J. B. Cook, former B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r ,  pre-1844 M i l l e r i t e  preacher  and e d i t o r ,  

l ikewise  e a r l y  embraced a concept o f  an ongoing judgment based upon a "separa t ing  o f  

God's people from t h e  world." He a l s o  emphasized t h a t  Noah had been "shut  i n t o  t h e  

a r k  be fo re  t h e  storm" and t h a t  Lot had been removed from Sodom p r i o r  t o  i t s  des t ruc t ion .  

I t  was probably W i l l i a m  Mi l l e r ,  however, who l e n t  t h e  most p r e s t i g e  t o  t h e  concept 

o f  a s h u t  door t i e d  t o  t h e  i dea  o f  a judgment focusing p r imar i l y  upon t h e  s a i n t s .  Less 

than  a month a f t e r  t h e  disappointment William Mi l l e r  wrote ,  "We have done our  work 

i n  warning s i n n e r s  and i n  t r y i n g  t o  awake a formal church. God i n  h i s  providence 

has  s h u t  the door;  we can only  s t i r  one another  up t o  be p a t i e n t ;  and be  d i l i g e n t  

t o  make our  c a l l i n g  and e l e c t i o n  s u r e . "  H e  noted t h a t  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  f o r e t o l d  t h a t  

" a  l i t t l e  whi le  be fo re  C h r i s t  should come, t h e r e  would be a s e p a r a t i o n  between t h e  

j u s t  and u n j u s t ,  t h e  r i gh t eous  and wicked." H e  quoted Zechariah 13:9 t o  show a 

refining process tha t  was t o  occur "a l i t t l e  while before Christ comes," t o  t e s t  every 

b e l i e v e r ' s  cha rac t e r .  "I cannot  b u t  b e l i e v e , "  s t r e s s e d  Miller, " t h a t  t h e  scenes of 

t h e  seventh month was t h e  t ime when C h r i s t  f i n i s h e d  making up h i s  j ewels , "  and t h e  

time o f  t r o u b l e  commenced. H e  be l i eved  t h a t  "Chr i s t  has r i s e n  up from h i s  mercy- 



s e a t ,  and now s t ands  as a Judge a t  t h e  door." He cont inued:  

I cannot s e e  as w e  were wrong i n  t h e  chronology. That t h e  p rophe t i c  numbers 
d i d  c l o s e  i n  1844, I can have b u t  l i t t l e  doubt.  What t hen  was t h e r e  worthy o f  
no t e  t h a t  could be  s a i d  t o  answer t o  t h e  ending of  t h e  per iods  under t he se  numbers 
s o  emphat ical ly  desc r ib ing  t h e  end. I answer. The f i r s t  t h i n g  I w i l l  n o t i c e  i s ,  
'The hour of  h i s  Judgment is  come.' I a sk ,  is  t h e r e  any t h i n g  i n  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  
t o  show t h a t  t h e  hour has  no t  come, o r  i n  ou r  p re sen t  p o s i t i o n  t o  show, t h a t  God 
is  no t  now i n  h i s  l a s t  J u d i c i a l  c h a r a c t e r  dec id ing  t h e  ca se s  of  a l l  t h e  r i gh t eous ,  
so t h a t  C h r i s t  (speaking a f t e r  t h e  manner o f  men) w i l l  know whom t o  c o l l e c t  a t  
h i s  coming, o r  the ange ls  may know whom t o  ga the r ,  when they a r e  s e n t  t o  ga the r  
t oge the r  the elect ,  whom God has  i n  t h i s  hour o f  h i s  Judgment j u s t i f i e d ? 1 2  

Perhaps t h e  most extended t rea tment  o f  a judgment beginning i n  1844 and reserved 

s o l e l y  f o r  the "remnant," was found i n  t h e  March 25 ,  1845, i s s u e  o f  t h e  Day-Star. 

Reprinted from t h e  kindred p u b l i c a t i o n ,  Hope of  I s r a e l ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  announced a 

judgment upon t h e  s a i n t s  t h a t  embraced a l l  o f  God's revealed w i l l .  The w r i t e r  

urged, "The p r e s e n t  is no t i m e  t o  p lay  with Jehovah 's  word, o r  t o  qu ibb le ,  through t h e  

a i d  o f  va in  philosophy from a B ib l e  p o s i t i o n  w r i t t e n  be fo re  ou r  eyes i n  l i v i n g  l i n e s  of  

l i g h t ,  and a l s o  deeply engraved on every s a i n t e d  h e a r t . "  He warned, "We have 

be l ieved  unwaveringly, t h a t  t h e  mystery of  God was f i n i shed ,  when t h e  (Midnight) 'Cry'  

was f i n i s h e d ;  and have f e l t  s a t i s f i e d ,  t h a t  t h e  number of  I s r a e l  could n o t  poss ib ly  be  

increased ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  number might ,  and would be  diminished."  I n  i l l u s t r a t i n g  h i s  

concept from t h e  pa rab l e  of  t h e  Bridegroom, t h e  au thor  urged a g a i n s t  a t tempt ing  t o  

p re sen t  t h e  gospel  t o  o t h e r s  " s ince  some must knock, and be  r e fused ,  because they 

knock too  l a t e  (Luke 13 :25 ) , "  t h a t  is, a f t e r  October 2 2 ,  1844. Those on ly  could 

become e l i g i b l e  t o  be saved who were a l r eady  w i t h i n  t h e  "marriage f e a s t "  by t h a t  

t i m e .  A renouncing o f  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  however, by seeking t o  conver t  o t h e r s  meant a 

r enunc ia t i on  of  t h e  t r u t h s  t h a t  enabled t h e  b e l i e v e r  t o  e n t e r  t h a t  " f e a s t . "  The 

au tho r  thus  urged, "Be s u r e  you s t a n d ,  t a l k ,  t h ink ,  p ray ,  and s i n g ,  agreeable  t o  t h e  

word o f  God, and t h e  deep experience through which t h a t  word has brought you i n  

connect ion wi th  t h e  s e a l  of t h e  Holy Ghost." By renouncing t h e  "7 th  month experience 

no power i n  e a r t h  o r  heaven can save you. A l l ,  a l l  is  l o s t , "  dec la red  t h e  author .  

He cont inued : 

The s a i n t s  must c e l e b r a t e  t h i s  marr iage i n  what is l i k e  t h e  guest-chamber be fo re  
t h e  Lord comes t o  ga the r  them, f o r  then he  comes a s  King. Again, i n  t h e  wedding, 



some a r e  bound and c a s t  o u t .  The 'Kingdom o f  heaven '  s h a l l  be  ' l i k e '  it. W i l l  
t h e  Lord e v e r  mis take ,  and change t o  i m m o r t a l i t y ,  any who have n o t  on  t h e  -. 
wedding garment,  t a k e  them t o  t h e  s e a  o f  g l a s s ,  and t h e n  c a s t  them o u t .  You 
answer no. So s u r e  t h e n  a s  t h a t  w i l l  never  b e ,  s o  s u r e  t h e  examinat ion is  now 
p a s s i n g ,  and w i l l  b e  a l l  o v e r  when t h e  Lord appears .  . . . But it may b e  asked 
how any are found h e r e  n o t  hav ing  on t h e  wedding garment,  a s  o n l y  t h e y  t h a t  
were ready  went i n ,  and t h e  door  w a s  s h u t .  They have n o t  k e p t  t h e i r  l o i n s  g i r d e d  
w i t h  t ru th - - they  have l o s t  t h e i r  garment thruuyii want uf wa tchfu lness .13  

The Day-Star e d i t o r ,  Enoch Jacobs ,  con t inued  h i s  argument f o r  a pre-Advent, 

j u d i c i a l  judgment i n  a r t i c l e s  appear ing  i n  t h e  A p r i l  2 9  and May 20, 1845, i s s u e s  and 

i n  a n  a r t i c l e  appear ing  June 6 ,  1846. (Th is  l a s t  was w r i t t e n  a y e a r  e a r l i e r ,  b u t  used 

a s  a f i l l e r  i n  t h e  absence o f  the e d i t o r  i n  June ,  1846.)    is concept  c o n s i s t e n t l y  

embraced t h e  s h u t  door ,  f u l l e s t  obedience t o  a m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  t e s t i n g  t r u t h s ,  and 

adherence t o  t h e  pre-1844 p i l l a r s .  He c a l l e d  f o r  " u n q u a l i f i e d  obedience t o  (God's)  

every  command," and urged t h e  b e l i e v e r s  t o  "withdraw your  sympathies  from t h o s e  t h a t  

have proved themselves  God's enemies,  by r e s i s t i n g  t h e  messages o f  t r u t h  b rought  t o  

them. " Jacobs  urged : 

0 when s h a l l  we l e a r n ,  t h a t  when t h e  Lord comes He w i l l  f i n d  H i s  peop le  p e r f e c t l y  
p repared  f o r  h i s  Kingdom i n  t h i s  m o r t a l  s t a t e - - p o s s e s s e d  o f  t h e  mind o f  C h r i s t ,  
by which S p i r i t  dwel l ing  i n  them, t h e i r  m o r t a l  b o d i e s  w i l l  b e  quickened. . . . 
The union o f  Heaven, is a un ion  t o  C h r i s t .  The p a t h  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  it, is  one o f  
obedience t o  h i s  commands--to ' l o v e  one  a n o t h e r , '  and ' a f t e r  having done t h e  
w i l l  o f  God' t o  ' w a i t  p a t i e n t l y  f o r  him' and LET t h e  ' u n j u s t '  and ' f i l t h y '  
s o  remain. 

Th is  c e a s i n g  o f  l a b o r  f o r  a n  ' a p o s t a t e  church  and dy ing  wor ld '  a ' l i t t l e  w h i l e '  
b e f o r e  o u r  m o r t a l  c a r e e r  is  done, i s  n o t  on ly  a du ty  imposed upon t h o s e  t h a t  
' a r e  a l i v e  and remain , '  b u t  a p r o c e s s  o r  e x e r c i s e  through which every c h i l d  o f  God 
is c a l l e d .  A C h r i s t i a n  is n o t  f i t  t o  d i e ,  o r  ' s l e e p  i n  J e s u s '  u n t i l  h i s  
sympathies  are a l l  withdrawn from t h e  world  and f r i e n d s .  . . . H i s  houses ,  
l a n d s ,  w i f e  and c h i l d r e n ,  a r e  no more t o  him t h a n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n s  and r e l a t i v e s  
o f  o t h e r s .  The s a n c t i f y i n g  sympathies  o f  heaven have opened up i n  h i s  s o u l ,  and 
swallowed up every  s o r d i d  motive--every e a r t h l y  joy. Not till t h i s  i s  done 
i s  h e  p repared  f o r  ' t h e  g l o r y  t h a t  is t o  b e  r e v e a l e d ' ;  and t h e  accomplishment o f  
t h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n  is  always b e f o r e  h e  e n t e r s  upon it. 14 

I n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  May 20, 1845, t h e  e d i t o r  and a r e a d e r  have a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  d i a l o g u e  

upon t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  " j u d i c i a l  judgment" t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  had picked up from t h e  

Day-Star. The e d i t o r  is a r g u i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  concep t  o f  t h e  r e a d e r  who a s s e r t s  t h a t  

t h e  concep t  o f  a b e l i e v e r  e n t e r i n g  w i t h  Christ i n t o  t h e  mar r iage  l e n d s  i t s e l f  t o  a 

" s p i r i t u a l i s t i c "  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  S c r i p t u r e .  Not s o ,  a s s e r t s  t h e  e d i t o r :  

No one a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h e y  have gone i n  w i t h  C h r i s t  t o  t h e  m a r r i a g e ,  b u t  t h a t  an 



e v e n t  i n  ' t h e  Kingdom o f  heaven '  (God's a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  among men o n  e a r t h )  h a s  
t r a n s p i r e d  which h a s  been ' l i k e n e d  u n t o '  g u e s t s  going i n t o  a mar r iage  w i t h  t h e  
Bridegroom. There  is t h e r e f o r e  no 'unsound p r i n c i p l e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  f u l f i l l m e n t '  
adopted h e r e .  

The d i a l o g u e  c o n t i n u e s ,  w i t h  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  q u o t a t i o n  marks: 

" A r e  t h e  wise  v i r g i n s  now p e r s o n a l l y  w i t h  C h r i s t . "  Ans. C e r t a i n l y  not--nor 
can t h e y  b e ,  u n t i l  as Bridegroom h e  ' r e t u r n s  from t h e  wedding.'  "Then how 
can  t h e  Bridegroom a l r e a d y  have come?" Ans. He c e r t a i n l y  h a s  n o t  ' a l r e a d y '  come 
from t h e  wedding, o r  t h e  w i s e  v i r g i n s  would p e r s o n a l l y  b e  w i t h  him. "How can  
C h r i s t  m a n i f e s t  h imse l f  u n t o  u s  and n o t  u n t o  t h e  world?" By t h e  Holy Ghost. 
"How can h e  f i l l  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  Bridegroom ' i n  t h e  mar r iage '  b e f o r e  h e  
p e r s o n a l l y  appears  as ' t h e  Lord ' ?  By examining t h e  g u e s t s  and de te rmin ing  who t o  
p l a c e  on h i s  r i g h t  hand, and who on  h i s  l e f t - - b y  de te rmin ing  who s h a l l  b e  ' t a k e n '  
and who ' l e f t 1 - - o r  who s h a l l  b e  ' b l e s s e d '  by s i t t i n g  down a t  t h e  mar r iage  supper  
o f  the ~ a m b . 1 5  

The e d i t o r  noted t h a t  t h e  l o s t  would i n c l u d e  more t h a n  t h e  "wicked world" and 

a "luke-warm church" who were unconscious  o f  t h e i r  danger .  H e  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  

B i b l i c a l  examples o f  L o t ' s  w i f e  and Noah: " I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  b o t h  Noah and Lot ,  many 

days  were occupied a f t e r  t h e y  were s e p a r a t e d  f o r e v e r  from t h e  ungodly,  b e f o r e  t h e y  

reached t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  t o  which God had d i r e c t e d  them." The d i a l o g u e  c o n t i n u e s :  

"That t h e  J u d i c i a r y  Judgment w i l l  p recede  i t s  e x e c u t i o n ,  I admit, b u t  know o f  no 
way o f  de te rmin ing  t h e  e x a c t  p o i n t  o f  t i m e ,  when t h e  l as t  c a s e  w i l l  b e  dec ided  upon 
b u t  by t h e  S a v i o u r ' s  appear ing ;  hence I f e e l  myself  p e r f e c t l y  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  
p roc la im t h e  'Gospel o f  t h e  Kingdom' t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  my ab i l i t i e s ,  knowing, 
t h a t  when it h a s  been preached i n  a l l  n a t i o n s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  b rought  t o  view i n  
Matt. 24:14; t h a t  t h e n  t h e  end w i l l  immediately come." 

E d i t o r :  Here is a n  admiss ion t h a t  complete ly  over throws t h e  burden of t h e  whole 
argument,  t h a t  t h e  door  cannot  b e  s h u t  till C h r i s t  p e r s o n a l l y  appears .  . . . I t  
may be t h a t  we have 'no  way of  de te rmin ing  t h e  e x a c t  p o i n t  o f  t ime when t h e  l a s t  
c a s e  w i l l  b e  dec ided  upon b u t  by t h e  S a v i o u r ' s  a p p e a r i n g , '  b u t  remember, t h e  door  
is  s h u t  b e f o r e  t h e  s o  c a l l e d  ' J u d i c i a r y  Judgment' p roceeds ,  as is proved from 
t h e  f a c t s  i n  t h e  c a s e ,  and n o t  o n l y  t h i s ,  b u t  it w i l l  b e  exceed ing ly  d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  Bro. B--to harmonize,  e i t h e r  w i t h  s c r i p t u r e  o r  r e a s o n ,  t h e  i d e a ,  t h a t  C h r i s t ,  
a t  t h e  same p o i n t  o f  t i m e ,  f i l l s  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  Judge,  and Advocate, o r  I n t e r c e s s o r .  

The e d i t o r  reemphasized,  "The t ime  w i l l  come 'when t h e  l as t  c a s e  w i l l  b e  dec ided  upon. '  

The w i s e  b e g i n  t o  unders tand ; - - the  t i m e  w i l l  come when t h e i r  knowledge w i l l  b e  p e r f e c t .  

Tha t  t i m e  h a s  n o t  y e t  come." I t  seems a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  foremost  i n i t i a l  exponent 

o f  a j u d i c i a l  judgment focus ing  upon t h e  s a i n t s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  concept  f i r m l y  t i e d  

t o  a s h u t  door.16 

Re la ted  t o  t h e  concep t  o f  a j u d i c i a l  judgment was t h e  i d e a  o f  a " c l e a n s i n g , "  t h a t ,  

w h i l e  o r i g i n a l l y  focus ing  on t h e  c l e a n s i n g  o f  t h e  heavenly  s a n c t u a r y ,  came more and more 



t o  c e n t e r  upon t h e  "c leans ing"  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r  t o  p r e p a r e  him t o  p a s s  t h e  j u d i c i a l  

judgment. While t h e  e d i t o r i a l  and c o n t e n t  t o n e  o f  t h e  Day-Star changed a f t e r  i t s  

e d i t o r  i n  January,  1846,  a c c e p t e d  a more " s p i r i t u a l i s t i c "  concep t  o f  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  

C h r i s t ,  t h e  i n t e r n a l i z e d  c l e a n s i n g  concep t ,  a l r e a d y  a  major theme, had c l e a r l y  s e t  

t h e  s t a g e  f o r  a system that e v e n t u a l l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e d i t o r  and many o f  h i s  

f o l l o w e r s  f i r s t  a c c e p t i n g  C h r i s t ' s  r e t u r n  as a  s p i r i t u a l  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  b e l i e v e r  and 

e v e n t u a l l y  cu lmina t ing  i n  t h e i r  e n t e r i n g  v a r i o u s  Shaker  encampments. The p r o g r e s s i o n  

can b e  n o t i c e d  by gl impses  o f  t h e  Day-Star between May and December, 1845. 

P r i o r  t o  January ,  1846, t h e  e d i t o r  c o n s i s t e n t l y  argued a g a i n s t  " s p i r i t u a l i z e r s "  

who took  t h e  ground t h a t  C h r i s t  had come s p i r i t u a l l y .  He f e l t  e s p e c i a l l y  c a l l e d  upon 

t o  make such p r e s e n t a t i o n s  because  o f  t h e  l a r g e  number o f  E a s t e r n  s u b s c r i b e r s  who 

were " l i v i n g  d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  above named a n t i - s c r i p t u r a l  i n f l u e n c e s , "  

h e  a s s e r t e d .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  however, Jacobs  emphasized t h a t  "God b e i n g  a  S p i r i t ,  

C h r i s t  i n  u s  (is) t h e  hope o f  g l o r y . "  He b e l i e v e d  that a n  " i n t e r n a l  work and w i t n e s s ,  

(was) a b s o l u t e l y  necessa ry  i n  o r d e r  t o  o u r  s a l v a t i o n  when C h r i s t  appears  i n  h i s  Kingdom." 

The e d i t o r  emphasized, "We have C h r i s t  i n  u s  by f a i t h , "  and defended h i s  p o s i t i o n  by 

a s s e r t i n g ,  "I have never  den ied  t h a t  when J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  r e v e a l e d  from heaven w i t h  

h i s  mighty a n g e l s  i n  f laming f i r e  h e  w i l l  a t  t h a t  t ime  be  g l o r i f i e d  i n  h i s  S a i n t s . " l 7  -- 

A number o f  o t h e r  w r i t e r s  began t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  judgment, 

c l e a n s i n g ,  s h u t  door ,  and " l i v i n g  temples ."  I t  is  impor tan t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e s e  

concep t s  were  p r e v a l e n t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  deemphasis by t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e t u r n  

o f  C h r i s t .  Note t h e  fo l lowing  from two b e l i e v e r s  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a :  

The God o f  E l i j a h  is  prov ing  u s .  I n  '43  h e  took u s  by t h e  hand t o  l e a d  u s  o u t  
o f  Egypt,  b u t  Oh, how o u r  v e r y  b e i n g  w a s  in terwoven w i t h  i ts  customs, t r a d i t i o n s ,  
sympath ies ,  and i d o l s ,  and how l i t t l e  we knew of t h e  weaning,  c l e a n s i n g ,  p r o c e s s  
through which we must p a s s ,  t o  s t a n d  b e f o r e  t h e  Son o f  Man. L ike  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  
I s r a e l  we expec ted  immediately t o  e n t e r  Canaan, and c o n s i d e r e d  n o t ,  t h a t  we must 
b e  t r i e d  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  u n t i l  a l l  who a r e  weary o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  o f  t h e  Angel 
o f  the covenan t ,  may rebel, and u n t i l  t h e  murmurers, t h e  f e a r f u l ,  and t h e  
u n b e l i e v i n g ,  s h a l l  b e  wasted from among u s .  

When we s o u g h t  ( t h e  Lord) w i t h  o u r  whole h e a r t ,  h e  came suddenly t o  h i s  temple 
o n  t h e  1 0 t h  day o f  the 7 t h  month, 1844. We know by t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  o f  t r u t h ,  and 
by h i s  i n d w e l l i n g  power, t h a t  we ' a r e  t h e  temples  o f  t h e  dwel l ing  power , '  



t h a t  we ' a r e  the temples of  the l i v i n g  God.' I b e l i e v e  t h a t  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  
h e  has  been s i t t i n g  i n  us  a s  ' a  r e f i n e r  and p u r i f i e r '  t h a t  w e  may b e  a b l e  t o  
s t and  when he  appeareth.  . . . The s p i r i t  o f  ~ l i j a h  has  been s i f t i n g ,  fanning,  
and purging o u t  a l l  t h e  d ros s  and c h a f f ,  and t h e  Lord has  taken h i s  own way t o  
s a n c t i f y  us  ' through t h e  t r u t h , '  by t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s i e v e s  o f  feet-washing, t h e  
holy s a l u t a t i o n ,  keeping t h e  Sabbath, e t c .  l8 

M r s .  Clor inda Minor, who had been prominent i n  t h e  pre-1844 M i l l e r i t e  movement 

i n  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  f u r t h e r  developed he r  concept  of an ongoing judgment: 

'Judgment must begin a t  t h e  house o f  God.' I b e l i e v e  t h a t  we a r e  ' t h e  temple 
o f  t h e  l i v i n g  God,' and t h a t  t h e  Lord, by h i s  S p i r i t ,  came suddenly t o  h i s  temple,  
on t h e  10 th  day of the 7 t h  month, 1844. That he then  changed h i s  o f f i c e  work, 
i n  drawing nea r ,  i n  h i s  second man i f e s t a t i on  t o  t h e  world.  That he has  been 
s i t t i n g  ' a s  a r e f i n e r  and p u r i f i e r  o f  s i l v e r ,  pu r i fy ing  t h e  sons of  ~ e v i '  ( h i s  
p e c u l i a r  people ,  who a r e  soon t o  be  ' p r i e s t s  and kings unto God, ')  ' h i s  f a n  is 
i n  h i s  hand and he  w i l l  thoroughly purge h i s  f l o o r . '  H e  is now i n  a s p e c i a l  
work and sense ,  proving and prepar ing  h i s  people  t o  r e i g n  with him. This  
s a n c t i f y i n g  process ,  which is l i k e  f i r e  consuming every t h i n g  w i t h i n  u s ,  t h a t  i s  
n o t  l i k e  J e s u s ,  I understand t o  be e n t i r e l y  o u t  of t h e  Lord ' s  common, p rov iden t i a l  
o r d e r ,  wi th  h i s  c h i l d r e n  i n  o t h e r  days ,  and prepara tory  t o  our  t r a n s l a t i o n  and h i s  
g lory .  . . . Is t h e  r e f i n e r  no t  i n  h i s  temple? This has  no t  been i n  t h e  
churches,  a l l  has  been peace and s a f e t y  t h e r e ;  it has no t  been among Advent is ts  who 
have re turned  t o  form and deny t h e  power; a l l  has  been outward o rde r  and 
t r a n q u i l i t y  t h e r e ;  b u t  t h i s  search ing ,  reproving power has been a lone  among those  
who a r e  p re s s ing  forward, a s  wi tnesses  f o r  God. A s  t h i s  work draws near  i ts 
consummation, we begin t o  f e e l  t h e  energy of  e t e r n a l  l i f e  s t i r r i n g  w i th in  u s ,  
a power, a g l o r y ,  and t h a t  LOVE OF GOD t h a t  c a s t e t h  o u t  a l l  fear .19  

J. B. Cook took the concept t o  i t s  conclusion:  "Fa i th  i n  C h r i s t ,  inc lud ing  a 

promise t h a t  w e  s h a l l  no t  d i e ,  i s  a s  needful  i n  us t h a t  we escape dea th ."  Through 

obedience, he  proclaimed, "our experience w i l l  p rog re s s ,  undiver ted  by dea th ,  through 

t h e  scenes o f  grandeur and g lo ry  which l i e  j u s t  be fo re  us.  Ha l l e lu j ah .  We may l i v e  

longer  than  Methusaleh t o  serve and g l o r i f y  God." As o t h e r s  looked toward t r a n s l a t i o n  

without  s ee ing  dea th ,  they s t r e s s e d  it was "abso lu t e ly  necessary" t o  possess  t h e  same 

"power and f a i t h "  possessed by Enoch. 20 

While t h e  post-1845 descent  o f  t h e  Day-Star i n t o  " s p i r i t u a l i z i n g "  concepts i s  a 

s t o r y  i n  i t s e l f ,  t h e  fol lowing concepts achieved prominence dur ing  1846: p u r i f i c a t i o n  

a s  a r o u t e  t o  power, t h e  s a i n t s  having a r o l e  i n  adminis te r ing  t h e  seven l a s t  

plagues and o t h e r  pre-Advent judgments, judgmental a t t i t u d e s  towards those  i n h i b i t i n g  

t h e  group from rece iv ing  t h a t  power, God a s  r e a d i l y  dwell ing i n  t h e  s a i n t s  a s  He d i d  

i n  C h r i s t ,  t h e  s a i n t s  a s  t h e  sanc tuary  wi th  t h e  holy o f  h o l i e s  being t h e  h e a r t ,  l i v i n g  

wi thout  t empta t ion ,  ga in ing  t h e  na tu re  of  Adam p r i o r  t o  h i s  f a l l  and thus  having access  
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t o  t h e  t r e e  of l i f e  and not  s u b j e c t  t o  dea th ,  s p i r i t u a l  wi fery ,  and an i n e v i t a b l e  

consequence, d i sun i ty .  21 

Thus, whi le  t h e  M i l l e r i t e s ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  abandoned t h e i r  1844 p o s i t i o n s  when they  

gave up t h e  ending of  t h e  2300 days,  t hese  minori ty  Adventis ts  achieved t h e  same by 

s p i r i t u a l i z i n g  away those pos i t i ons .  The messages of t h e  t h r e e  ange l s ,  t h e  s t a t e  o f  

t h e  dead, t h e  concept o f  a judgment based upon c e n t r a l  t e s t i n g  t r u t h s  c l e a r l y  

e s t ab l i shed  i n  God's word, became d i f fused  i n  a we l t e r  of f a l s e  t e s t s .  The c e n t r a l  

t r u t h  of t h e  Sabbath l o s t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  i ts  companionship wi th  those  a d d i t i o n a l  

requirements.  The hope f o r  a v i s i b l e  r e t u r n  of  C h r i s t  became d i f f u s e d  i n  t h e  s i n l e s s ,  

p e r f e c t i o n i s t i c  e t e r n i t y  t h a t  was a l l eged ly  a l ready  occurr ing .  The c i r c l e  seemed 

complete when Enoch Jacobs c a l l e d  f o r  a "ga ther ing"  t o  t he  Shaker s e t t l emen t s  

throughout t h e  United S t a t e s .  He proclaimed t h a t  "though some o f  t h e i r  doc t r ines  a r e  

no improvement upon those  of  t h e  churches we have l e f t ,  y e t  it i s  not  doc t r ines ,  b u t  

t h e  S p i r i t ,  t h a t  we a r e  commanded t o  t r y . "  The door was no longer  s h u t  as f a r  a s  

Enoch Jacobs and h i s  fol lowers  were concerned, f o r  he had opened it t o  ~ h a k e r i s m . ~ ~  

ELLEN HARMON AND THE SCATTERING 

As Enoch Jacobs was prepar ing  t o  leave  f o r  a conference of b e l i e v e r s  t o  be he ld  

i n  Cleveland, Ohio, i n  e a r l y  1846, t h e  conference a t  which t h e  e d i t o r  would become 

converted t o  t h e  " s p i r i t u a l i s t "  view of  t h e  Lord 's  r e t u r n ,  he received a personal  

communication from E l l en  Harmon. This communication, perhaps t o  be considered t h e  

f i r s t  o f  t h e  personal  tes t imonies ,  contained an account of E l l en  Harmon's f i r s t  v i s ion .  

The t iming o f  t he  communication, a s  wel l  a s  i ts  content ,  l eads  one t o  conjec ture  

t h a t  it contained j u s t  those  t r u t h s  r e l evan t  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Day-Star a t  t h a t  

t ime,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  being r e l evan t  t o  t h e  experience of t h e  s c a t t e r e d  f lock .23  

I n  h e r  communication t o  Jacobs,  E l len  Harmon, through r epor t ing  her  v i s i o n ,  gave 

t h e  reassurance  of  t h e  r i c h  reward t o  be given those  wai t ing  f o r  t he  Lord's r e t u r n  

"from t h e  wedding." She descr ibed t h e  t r a v e l s  of God's people t o  t he  Holy C i ty  who 

were guided by a b r i g h t  l i g h t  from behind t h a t  would keep them from stumbling. That 

light represented  t h e  midnight c r y ,  o r  t h e i r  p a s t  experience.  The v i s i o n  emphasized, 
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however, t h a t  t h e  t r u t h s  of  t h e  p a s t  were no t  t h e  complete r o u t e  t o  t h e  heavenly c i t y ,  

f o r  t h e  Advent body must keep t h e i r  eyes upon Je sus ,  Who was cont inu ing  t o  guide 

them. This concept of Jesus  e x t e r n a l l y  lead ing  t h e  Advent movement could have been 

extremely r e l evan t  t o  those  whose focus had s h i f t e d  inward. The v i s i o n  repor ted  

t h a t  some had r a sh ly  denied t h e  l i g h t  behind them and consequently l o s t  s i g h t  of 

Jesus.  The consequence o f  t h a t  l o s s  meant f a l l i n g  off t h e  upward pa th  back i n t o  t h e  

wicked world t h a t  had been " r e j e c t e d  by God." Because of  t h e  absence o f  t h e  l i g h t  

provided by Je sus ,  it was impossible  f o r  t h i s  group t o  r ega in  t h e  pa th .24  

Af te r  emphasizing t h e  un i fy ing  bonds o f  f o o t  washing and the holy k i s s ,  M i s s  

Harmon, through d e s c r i p t i o n  of  h e r  v i s i o n ,  dep ic ted  t h e  phys i ca l  r e t u r n  of  Jesus  i n  

a l l  H i s  majesty.  The grandeur o f  t h e  scene made those  s a i n t s  looking f o r  C h r i s t ' s  

r e t u r n  i n t e n s e l y  aware of  t h e i r  unworthiness.  Through t h e  indictment  of t h e  Holy 

S p i r i t ,  t h e  next  words could have shown Jacobs h i s  danger,  f o r  E l l en  Harmon then 

quoted C h r i s t ,  a t  H i s  second coming say ing  "MY GRACE IS  SUFFICIENT FOR YOU." The 

graves were t hen  opened and C h r i s t  l e d  t h e  s a i n t s  t o  t h e  heavenly kingdom and i t s  

g l o r i e s .  While E l l en  Harmon i n  t h i s  v i s i o n  saw t h e  a r k  w i t h i n  t he  Most Holy P l ace ,  

i ts  s i g n i f i c a n c e  was n o t  y e t  f u l l y  apparent  t o  he r .  I t  was no t  u n t i l  1846 t h a t  s h e  

accepted t h e  Sabbath. 25 

We can thus  see, from t h i s  i n i t i a l  v i s i o n ,  and from t h e  t iming i n  which it was 

r epo r t ed ,  t h a t ,  wi thout  us ing  a t e x t  o f  s c r i p t u r e ,  o r  engaging i n  B i b l i c a l  exeges i s ,  

M i s s  Harmon, through t h e  guidance o f  t h e  Lord, was, perhaps without  even r e a l i z i n g  it, 

d e p i c t i n g  the e r r o r  o f  a widespread s p i r i t u a l i s t i c  movement w i th in  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  f l ock .  

She l i kewi se ,  wi thout  B i b l i c a l  exeges i s ,  showed t h e  e r r o r  o f  t h e  M i l l e r i t e  band t h a t  

denied t h e  guidance o f  t h e  Lord dur ing  t h e  midnight c ry  and t h e  consequence o f  renouncing 

t h a t  l i g h t  from t h e  p a s t .  She s t r o n g l y  a t t ached  t o  a M i l l e r i t e  t r u t h ,  however, a t r u t h  

t h a t  was u rgen t ly  needed by those  t h a t  had separa ted  from t h a t  body: C h r i s t ' s  g r ace  

was t h e  neces s i t y  f o r  s a l v a t i o n ,  no t  t h e  t e s t i n g  t r u t h s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by Enoch Jacobs 

and o t h e r s  of  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  time. 26 

The e d i t o r  of  t h e  Day-Star a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  conference a t  Cleveland January 2, 1846, 
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and d e s c r i b e d  t h e  meet ings  i n  t h e  January  17 and 24 i s s u e s  o f  Day-Star. He d e s c r i b e d  

how h e  went t o  t h e  meet ing determined t o  "pu t  down" any " a n t i - s c r i p t u r a l  sys tems of  

S p i r i t u a l i z i n g , "  b u t  w h i l e  t h e r e  exper ienced  t h e  "solemn scenes  of the judgment." H e  

seemed t o  h e a r  C h r i s t  a s k  him, "Fr iend ,  how camest thou i n  h i t h e r ,  n o t  having on  a 

wedding garment?" Jacobs  t h e n  r e a l i z e d ,  h e  a f f i r m e d ,  t h a t  h e  had n o t  t r u l y  been 

"born i n t o  t h e  Kingdom," s i n c e  h e  had n o t  r e c e i v e d  it a s  a " l i t t l e  c h i l d . "  I n  

a c c e p t i n g  h i s  v e r s i o n  o f  t h a t  concep t  Jacobs  reasoned t h a t  i f  h e  wa i ted  u n t i l  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  r e t u r n  o f  C h r i s t  f o r  g l o r i f i c a t i o n ,  h e  cou ld  n o t  t h e r e b y  r e c e i v e  t h e  kingdom 

as a " l i t t l e  c h i l d , "  and t h u s  h e  cou ld  have no r o l e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  He con t inued :  

You and I have i d l y  dreamed t h a t  God, independent  o f  o u r  e x e r t i o n s ,  would p u t  on  
t o  u s  i n c o r r u p t i o n ,  and i m m o r t a l i t y ,  whereas we a r e  e x p r e s s l y  t o l d  (1 Cor. 15:54) 
t h a t  ' t h i s  c o r r u p t i b l e  s h a l l  have p u t  on i n c o r r u p t i o n ,  and t h i s  mortal s h a l l  have 
p u t  on  immor ta l i ty . '  . . . I n  what s e n s e  can o u r  Lord come and 'knock'  i f  t h e  
coming h e r e  spoken o f  is one  t h a t  an  ungodly world can n o t  f a i l  t o  s e e ?  J e s u s  
a l s o  t a u g h t  u s  t h a t  h i s  second coming would b e  a m a n i f e s t a t i o n  t o  h i s  s a i n t s  u n l i k e  
t h a t  which ' every  eye  s h a l l  s e e  him.' . . . You have a l l  acknowledged t h a t  c h r i s t  
h a s  come t o  t h e  doors--0 l e t  him i n .  I t  is through t h i s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n - - t h i s  -- 
r e f r e s h i n g - - t h i s  h o l y  u n c t i o n ,  a l o n e ,  t h a t  I d a r e  look f o r  f u r t h e r  and more g l o r i o u s  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  when t h e  wicked s h a l l  m e l t  away b e f o r e  him. I f  I cou ld  n o t  s e e  
J e s u s  now, I shou ld  n o t  d a r e  t o  look f o r  him i n  h i s  u n v e i l e d  g l o r y .  Wherein do 
you and I d i f f e r  from t h e  wor ld ,  i f  t h e  coming o f  C h r i s t  i n  John 14 is  one t h a t  
t h e  world  can  n o t  f a i l  t o  see?27 

E l l e n  Harmon's second " tes t imony" t o  Enoch Jacobs  would have r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e  n e x t  

e x p e r i e n c e  h e  d e s c r i b e d :  

0 how my h e a r t  over f lows  w i t h  l o v e  f o r  you a l l .  How I long  t o  convey t o  you t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e  I r e c e i v e d  on t h e  evening o f  J a n .  5 ,  1846, and which has  been i n c r e a s i n g  
i n  u n t o l d  g l o r i e s  i n  my s o u l  s i n c e  t h a t  t ime.  My whole s o u l  i s  p a n t i n g  w i t h i n  
m e  t o  pour  o u t  b e f o r e  you t h e  joys  I f e e l ,  and which I had never  expected t o  
exper ience  till t h e  t h r o n e s  o f  e a r t h  were l a i d  i n  r u i n s ,  and e a r t h  i t s e l f  i n  
a s h e s ;  b u t  it is  a l l  i n  vain--God w i l l  have t h e  g l o r y  o f  t e a c h i n g  you t h i s ,  
'Receive  t h e  Kingdom of God as a l i t t l e  c h i l d . '  T h a t  Kingdom is  h e r e ,  and by 
d i g g i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  I have found it. ~ a l l e l u j a h .  28 

The n e x t  i s s u e  o f  Day-Star was r e p l e t e  w i t h  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  J a c o b s '  new-found 

e x p e r i e n c e  and con ta ined  a number o f  c a l l s  f o r  a g a t h e r i n g  o f  t h o s e  who "keep 

h i s  commandments," and t h u s  "having God dwel l ing  i n  them, and h i s  l o v e  p e r f e c t e d  i n  

them." Jacobs  a f f i rmed:  

The work t h a t  God i s  performing among h i s  peop le  h e r e ,  is t r u l y  a s t o n i s h i n g .  
The majes ty  and g l o r y  o f  h i s  t r u t h  i s  beyond every  t h i n g  we had e v e r  conceived.  
The g r e a t  t r u t h  t h a t  Judgment has begun a t  the house o f  God--that God is now 
m a n i f e s t i n g  h imse l f  t o  h i s ' p e o p l e  i n  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  h i s  promise i n  Acts 3:19-22-- 



t h a t  t h e  Kingdom is t o  b e  r e c e i v e d  a s  a l i t t l e  c h i l d ,  and t h a t  w e  must b e  b o r n  
a g a i n  t o  r e c e i v e  it, is a r r e s t i n g  every  mind. The most v i o l e n t  o p p o s i t i o n  is 
checked by Almighty power, s o  wonder fu l ly  t h a t  t h e  most t r u s t i n g  c h i l d  o f  God 
h a s  become a s t o n i s h e d .  Our meet ings  a r e  crowded a t  t h e  p r i v a t e  houses ,  and 
some s o u l s  a r e  born  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  every  evening.  Never s o  c l e a r l y  h a s  it been 
m a n i f e s t ,  t h a t  God h a s  under taken t h e  work o f  d e l i v e r i n g  h i s  peop le .  I would 
have sooner  gone t o  t h e  s t a k e ,  t h r e e  weeks s i n c e ,  t h a n  b e l i e v e d  what I now do. 

Judgment h e r e  i s  s e e n  t o  embrace t h e  concep t  t h a t  C h r i s t  was a c t u a l l y  a l r e a d y  r e t u r n i n g  

t h e  second t ime  t o  H i s  people .  29 

Three weeks l a t e r ,  E l l e n  Harmon s e n t  h e r  second l e t t e r  t o  Enoch Jacobs  and 

d e s c r i b e d  t o  him h e r  second v i s i o n  o f  February ,  1845. She observed ,  "My v i s i o n  which 

you p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Day-Star w a s  w r i t t e n  under  a deep s e n s e  o f  d u t y  t o  you, n o t  

e x p e c t i n g  you would p u b l i s h  it." She t h u s  wanted t o  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  r e a d e r s  a more 

complete p i c t u r e  and urged Jacobs  t o  p r i n t  t h i s  second communication t h a t  s h e  

c o n s i d e r e d  "of v a s t  importance t o  t h e  S a i n t s . "  M i s s  Harmon a g a i n  s t r e s s e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  

o f  b o t h  C h r i s t  and t h e  F a t h e r ,  b o t h  o f  whom were o b v i o u s l y  e x t e r n a l  t o  t h e  b e l i e v e r s .  

She s y m b o l i c a l l y  d e p i c t e d  a s i n c e r e  group bowing b e f o r e  t h e  t h r o n e  and c o n t i n u a l l y  

look ing  t o  J e s u s ,  Who would media te  on t h e i r  b e h a l f  and send them "an exceed ing ,  b r i g h t  

l i g h t . "  While most r e j e c t e d  t h a t  l i g h t ,  some accep ted  it and jo ined  t h e  group bowed 

b e f o r e  t h e  th rone .  The F a t h e r  and Son t h e n  went i n t o  t h e  Most Holy P l a c e  and t h o s e  

who had k e p t  t h e i r  eyes  upon J e s u s  r o s e  w i t h  H i m  and r e c e i v e d  l i g h t  from t h e  Most 

Holy P l a c e  from H i m .  They a l s o  r e c e i v e d  " l o v e ,  joy and peace"  a s  a consequence o f  

C h r i s t ' s  media t ion  from t h e  Most Holy. Some were unaware t h a t  C h r i s t  had l e f t  t h e  

Holy P l a c e  and were s t i l l  bowed t o  H i m  t h e r e .  E l l e n  Harmon c o n t i n u e s :  

S a t a n  appeared t o  b e  by t h e  t h r o n e  t r y i n g  t o  c a r r y  on t h e  work o f  God. I s a w  
them look  up t o  t h e  t h r o n e  and p r a y ,  My F a t h e r  g i v e  u s  t h y  s p i r i t .  Then S a t a n  
would b r e a t h e  o n  them a n  unholy i n f l u e n c e .  I n  it t h e r e  was l i g h t  and much 
power, b u t  no swee t  l o v e ,  joy and peace.  S a t a n ' s  o b j e c t  was t o  keep them 
deceived and t o  draw back and d e c e i v e  God's c h i l d r e n .  I s a w  one a f t e r  a n o t h e r  
l e a v e  t h e  company who were  p r a y i n g  t o  J e s u s  and t h e  H o l i e s t ,  go and j o i n  
t h o s e  b e f o r e  t h e  t h r o n e  and they  a t  once r e c e i v e d  t h e  unholy i n f l u e n c e  o f  Sa tan .  

Here a g a i n  was a symbol ic  v i s i o n  t h a t  cou ld  have warned Jacobs  o f  t h e  f a l s e  e x p e r i e n c e  

h e  was r e c e i v i n g .  30 

I n  t h a t  same communication, M i s s  Harmon d e s c r i b e d  a n o t h e r  v i s i o n  g i v e n  abou t  

November, 1845. I n  d e s c r i b i n g  e v e n t s ,  " a l l  i n  t h e  f u t u r e , "  s h e  d e p i c t e d  t h e  t ime  o f  



t r o u b l e  and t h e  de l ive rance  of God's people.  She then saw Je sus  l eave  t h e  Most 

Holy, l a y  off  " h i s  p r i e s t l y  garment and p u t  on h i s  k ing ly  robe ,"  and r e t u r n  t o  t h e  

e a r t h .  Again, t h e  v i s i o n s  accu ra t e ly  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  circumstances faced  by t h e  

s c a t t e r e d  f l o c k ,  and by Enoch Jacobs i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  The two v i s i o n s ,  aga in  wi thout  

any B i b l i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  c m p l e t e l y  upse t  t h e  system e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Day-Star. 

Besides po in t ing  t o  t h e  r e c e n t  f a l s e  experience of Jacobs,  it poin ted  forward t o  

a d d i t i o n a l  l i g h t  t h a t  would be  forthcoming from t h e  Most Holy and a l s o  po in ted  t o  

t h e b r i g h t  l i g h t  of t h e i r  past experience.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  v i s i o n  concerning "events ,  

a l l  i n  t h e  f u t u r e , "  showing t h a t  C h r i s t  would n o t  l a y  o f f  H i s  p r i e s t l y  garments u n t i l  

H i s  r e t u r n  i n  t h e  clouds of heaven, campletely r e f u t e d  Jacobs '  concept  t h a t  C h r i s t  

was no longer  a mediator and along with it, a l l  t h a t  Jacobs1  system embraced.31 

A p o r t e n t  of t h ings  t o  come a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Day-Star was concerned, however, 

became apparen t  on t h e  very  same page of t h e  Day-Star t h a t  contained t h e  E l l e n  Harmon 

v i s ion .  Besides r e p o r t i n g  about  a b e l i e v e r  who had reached such a s t a t e  of p e r f e c t i o n  

t h a t  she  was a s  pure a s  Eden and "without t empta t ion ,"  another  b e l i e v e r  summarized 

h i s  pi lgr image:  

The l i t t l e  f l o c k  a l l  understand t h a t  t o  be  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h i s  day of  t h e  Lord, 
whi le  w e  a r e  commanded t o  w a i t  t h e  r e t u r n  of our Lord from t h e  wedding, we 
cannot  marry wives, o r  p l a n t ,  o r  b u i l d ,  and only s e l l ,  t h a t  we may g ive  alms, 
a s  C h r i s t  commands i n  Luke 12, and buy no t  t o  t r a f f i c  and inc rease  our  sub- 
s t a n c e  b u t  f eed  t h e    lock, both temporal ly  and s p i r i t u a l l y .  

H e  be l i eved  it was time f o r  another  New Testament command to  be accepted:  " W e  should 

n o t  seek  nor  t a k e  thought f o r  our  l i f e  what we s h a l l  e a t ,  o r  d r ink ,  o r  wherewith we 

s h a l l  be  c lo thed;  b u t  t o  seek  t h e  Kingdom of God and h i s  r igh teousness  and a l l  t h i n g s  

w e  need God w i l l  g ive  US. 

Besides warning a g a i n s t  t h e  "sad and d e s o l a t i n g  e f f e c t s "  produced by t h e  concepts  

embraced by Enoch Jacobs, E l l e n  Harmon, dur ing  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  per iod ,  urged a g a i n s t  

same of  t hose  p r i n c i p l e s  near  h e r  r e s idence  i n  Maine. Her warnings a g a i n s t  t h e  requi re -  

ments of " r e f r a i n i n g  from l a b o r , "  and "some o t h e r  t h ings  which they h e l d  t o  be  r e l i g i o u s  

d u t i e s , "  o f t e n  brought upon he r  t h e  condemnation of both t h e  minor i ty  Advent i s t s  and 



t h e  post-1844 M i l l e r i t e s .  The M i l l e r i t e s  considered h e r  v i s i o n s  a s  evidence o f  

fana t ic i sm,  while  some minori ty  Advent i s t s  accused h e r  of conformity t o  t h e  world.33 

Another a spec t  o f  h e r  e a r l i e s t  m in i s t ry  involved r e t a i n i n g  confidenc:e i n  t h e  

guidance o f  t h e  p a s t ,  a guidance t h a t  brought f o r t h  those  c l e a r  B i b l i c a l  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  

pre-1844 M i l l e r i t e  movement. Those t r u t h s  e s s e n t i a l l y  embraced t h e  message o f  t h e  

f i r s t  and second ange l  o f  Rev. 14 ,  and t h e  ending o f  t h e  2300 days on October 22, 

1844. They were o f t e n  summarized by t h e  term shu t  door.34 Immediately a f t e r  October 

o f  1844, E l l e n  Harmon h e r s e l f  was i n  danger o f  abandoning t h e  concept t h a t  t h e  midnight 

c r y  and s h u t  door had occur red  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t  was convinced o f  h e r  e r r o r  through 

a v i s ion .  James White r e p o r t s ,  "It was t hen  t h a t  t h e  Lord shew h e r  i n  v i s i o n  t h e  

e r r o r  i n t o  which she  and t h e  band i n  Por t land  had f a l l e n .  She then  r e l a t e d  h e r  

v i s ion  t o  t h e  band ( D e c .  1844) and about  60 confessed t h e i r  e r r o r ,  and acknowledged 

t h e i r  7 th  month experience t o  be t h e  work o f  God." When a s i m i l a r  d i v i s i o n  over  t h e  

s h u t  door occurred i n  Maine i n  February, 1845, M i s s  Harmon aga in  e s t a b l i s h e d  

confidence i n  t h e  guidance o f  t h e  p a s t  through a v i s i o n  t h a t  s e t t l e d  t h e  group 

"upon t h e  s h u t  door.  " 35 

Another o f  E l l en  Harmon's r o l e s  dur ing  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  per iod  involved warnings 

a s  a consequence o f  v i s i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n s i s t e n t  p r a c t i c e  of  s e t t i n g  new t imes f o r  

t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  Lord. While t h e  ~ i l l e r i t e s  d i d  t h i s  by c o n s i s t e n t l y  juggl ing 

t h e  ending o f  t h e  2300 days,  t h e  minori ty  Advent i s t s  d i d  s i m i l a r l y  by keeping t h e  

2300 days a t  October 2 2 ,  1844, b u t  by manipulat ing B i b l i c a l  numerology t o  a n t i c i p a t e  

C h r i s t ' s  r e t u r n .  The r e s u l t  w i th in  both groups n u l l i f i e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  

message. 36 

E l l en  H a m n ,  soon t o  become E l l e n  White, would ga in  a d d i t i o n a l  i n s i g h t  i n  1846 

t h a t  would f u r t h e r  prepare  h e r  t o  l ead  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  f l ock  i n t o  a "ga ther ing"  o f  a 

d i f f e r e n t  s o r t  t han  t h a t  proposed by Enoch Jacobs. When Joseph Bates i n i t i a l l y  

presen ted  t h e  Sabbath ques t i on  t o  M i s s  Harmon i n  1846, she considered t h a t  ques t ion  

a s  o f  minor s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Her confidence i n  i t s  importance, however, was e s t a b l i s h e d  

through a v i s i o n  o f  t h e  a r k  w i th in  t h e  Most Holy P lace .  "I was amazed," she wrote ,  
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"as I saw t h e  f o u r t h  commandment." She con t inued :  "A h a l o  o f  g l o r y  was a l l  around 

it; f o r  it w a s  t h e  o n l y  one o f  t h e  t e n  which p o i n t s  o u t  t o  man who t h e  l i v i n g  God - - 

i s ,  t h e  maker o f  heaven and e a r t h .  "37 

I n  summary, t h e n ,  it would seem t h a t  M i s s  Harmon's c e n t r a l  r o l e  d u r i n g  t h e  

s c a t t e r i n g  t i m e  was t o  c r e a t e  a n  atmosphere where a v i t a l ,  t e s t i n g  t r u t h  t h a t  was 

s e e k i n g  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  Advent body would have a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f l o u r i s h .  Th is  

meant r e f u t i n g  a system o f  s p i r i t u a l i s m  t h a t  i n h i b i t e d  t h a t  l i g h t  and it meant 

m a i n t a i n i n g  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  L o r d ' s  p a s t  guidance t h a t  would p r o v i d e  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  

and e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  l i g h t .  A p a r t  o f  t h a t  commission invo lved  u n i f y i n g  upon a 

concep t ,  t h e  s h u t  door ,  t h a t  would l a t e r  become modif ied a f t e r  t h a t  c e n t r a l ,  t e s t i n g  

t r u t h  w a s  accep ted .  I n  n e i t h e r  c a s e  d i d  M i s s  Harmon g i v e  f i n a l ,  B i b l i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  

t o  e i t h e r  r e f u t e  e r r o r  o r  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  t r u t h .  Her v i s i o n s ,  however, had t h e  e f f e c t  

of b r o a d l y  d e f i n i n g  such  t r u t h s  and e r r o r .  An a d d i t i o n a l  continuum between t h e  p a s t  

and t h e  post-1844 p e r i o d  was p rov ided  by t h e  obvious  m a n i f e s t a t i o n ,  through h e r ,  o f  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  j u s t  as t h e  Holy S p i r i t  had i n d i c t e d  t h e  t r u t h s  and exper ience  o f  t h e  

pre-1844 M i l l e r i t e  p e r i o d ,  s o  a g a i n  was t h e  Lord l e a d i n g  a group t h a t  would f o l l o w  

H i m  i n t o  t h e  Most Holy P l a c e .  

JOSEPH BATES 

Amng t h o s e  whose e x p e r i e n c e  spanned b o t h  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  and g a t h e r i n g  t i m e ,  

Joseph Ba tes  r a n k s  a s  one o f  t h e  most prominent.  Act ive  i n  t h e  pre-1844 M i l l e r i t e  

movement, h i s  m i n i s t r y  p robab ly  d i d  more t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  Sabbath  t e a c h i n g  w i t h i n  

t h e  Advent movement t h a n  t h a t  o f  any o t h e r  m i n i s t e r .  He w a s  among t h e  e a r l i e s t  t o  

b a s e  h i s  argument f o r  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  Sabbath  upon t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  t h e  t h r e e  a n g e l s '  

messages o f  Rev. 14:6-13. &.st a s  t h e  f i r s t  and second a n g e l  had r e p r e s e n t e d  

"Advent l e c t u r e r s , "  p r e s e n t i n g  t e s t i n g  t r u t h s ,  s o  d i d  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l  r e p r e s e n t  t h o s e  

who were " r e p a i r e r s  o f  t h e  b reach ,"  r e s t o r i n g  "and keeping t h e  seven th  day Sabbath ,  

t h a t  w i l l  t e s t  e v e r y  l i v i n g  s o u l  t h a t  e n t e r s  t h e  g a t e s  o f  t h e  c i t y . "  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

Ba tes ,  w r i t i n g  i n  January ,  1847, w a s  among t h e  f i r s t  t o  s t r e s s  t h e  importance of 

t h e  Sabbath  from Rev. 11:19,  t h e  opening o f  t h e  temple  i n  heaven and t h e r e b y  t h e  



r e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  a rk  o f  t h e  ~ o v e n a n t . 3 ~  Bates was s o  impressed with t h e  importance 

of  h i s  new-found Sabbath t r u t h ,  t h a t  he a t  t imes ,  c l o s e l y  t i e d  it t o  a concept of  

"cleansing" o f  t h e  sanctuary o r  "v indica t ing"  t h e  sanctuary t r u t h s .  Note h i s  

convict ion : 

'The temple o f  t h e  t abe rnac l e  of  t h e  testimony i n  heaven w a s  open.' Here was t h e  
p repa ra t ion  f o r  t h e  marriage, and c l eans ing  t h e  sanctuary t h a t  was open on t h e  
'10th o f  t h e  7th month,' and t h e  f i r s t  message t h a t  i s sued  on the  commandments 
came from t h e  p re sen ta t ion  o f  t h e  a r k ,  which had never been descr ibed nor  seen 
s i n c e  t h e  day t h a t  God drove Adam ou t  o f  Paradise.  . . . This was t h e  p o i n t  
o f  t i m e  t h a t  t h i s  message w a s  urged on God's people,  t o  t e s t  t h e i r  s i n c e r i t y  and 
honesty i n  t he  whole word o f  God and no where e l s e  i n  t h e  previous messages.39 

Bates '  Sabbath message, however, was not  one f o r  t he  "world" o r  " f a l l e n  churches," 

who had r e j e c t e d  t h e  message of t h e  i n i t i a l  two angels ,  b u t  was another ,  although 

v i t a l ,  t e s t i n g  t r u t h  f o r  t he  Advent b e l i e v e r s .  I n  1850, Bates proclaimed t h e  fol lowing 

a s  p re sen t  t r u t h :  

The master of  t h e  house has r i s e n  up and s h u t  t h e  door,  and now s tands  bes ide  
t h e  Ark conta in ing  t h e  commandments. The 'Present  T ru th , '  then ,  of  t h i s  t h i r d  
a n g e l ' s  message i s  THE SABBATH AND SHUT DOOR. . . . The Ark of  t h e  Tes t imny  
from which comes t h e  Sabbath commandment, could no t  be seen u n t i l  J e sus  s h u t  
t h e  f i r s t  door and opened the  second. Hence t h e  door i s  s h u t  before  t he  Sabbath 
is given i n  t h e  Message. 

Bates '  concept of a s h u t  door,  when combined wi th  o t h e r  concepts s h o r t l y  t o  be 

explored,  m i l i t a t e d  a g a i n s t  h i s  applying t h e  M i l l e r i t e  concept of  judgment based upon 

acceptance o r  r e j e c t i o n  of  t he  message of  t h e  f i r s t  two angels ,  t o  a s i m i l a r  judgment 

r e l a t i n g  t o  t he  t h i r d  angel .  Bates  i n s t ead  made o t h e r  app l i ca t ions .  40 

A s  an  e a r l y  c rusader  aga ins t  tobacco, a l coho l ,  s l ave ry ,  meat, and o t h e r  i s s u e s ,  

Joseph Bates f e l t  somewhat a t  home with t h e  t e s t i n g  t r u t h s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  post-  

1844 minori ty  Adventis ts .  Indeed, i n  h i s  op in ion ,  t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  should have l e f t  

t h e  pre-1844 " f a l l e n  churches" when those churches had t o l e r a t e d  s l ave ry .  In  h i s  

opinion,  t he  preaching o f  t h e  message of  t h e  e v e r l a s t i n g  gospel and i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

t o  t h e  r e t u r n  of  C h r i s t  w a s  merely t h e  "last, and crowning t e s t "  given by God c a l l i n g  

f o r  a sepa ra t ion  from those  f a l l e n  churches.  Bates looked not  only toward a c leans ing  

wi th in  the heavenly sanc tuary ,  b u t  a l s o  a c leans ing  wi th in  t h e  s a i n t s .  H i s  concept 

of t h e  new covenant embraced t h e  thought t h a t  God was proceeding t o  w r i t e  H i s  e n t i r e  

law upon t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  and thus  "pe r f ec t ing  the  s a i n t s . "  This 
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p u r i f i c a t i o n  invo lved  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  t o  e n t e r  t h e  h o l y  c i t y  and proceeded 

w i t h  t h e  s e a l i n g  t h a t  would e x h i b i t  "a  c l e a r  development o f  c h r i s t i a n  c h a r a c t e r  i n  

t h e i r  l i v e s  and s h i n i n g  fo reheads  ( o r  f a c e s )  t h a t  it w i l l  be  c l e a r l y  unders tood t h a t  

J e s u s  h a s  redeemed them from a l l  i n i q u i t y ,  by p u r i f y i n g  ' u n t o  h imse l f  a p e c u l i a r  

peop le ,  z e a l o u s  o f  good works. ' "41 

While Joseph B a t e s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  Sabbath a v i t a l  t e s t  o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l ,  t o  

him t h a t  a n g e l  a l s o  b rought  t h e  tes t  o f  t h e  " tes t imony o f  J e s u s , "  which he  d e f i n e d  t o  

mean a l i t e r a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a l l  o f  C h r i s t ' s  t e a c h i n g s  and t h u s  a m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  

tests, a l o n g  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  Sabbath.  H e  t h u s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  remnant must 

p r a c t i c e  t h e  fo l lowing :  

S e l l i n g  what t h e y  have,  g i v i n g  alms, l a y i n g  up t h e i r  t r e a s u r e  i n  heaven, c a s t i n g  
themselves  e n t i r e l y  l o o s e  from t h i s  wicked world;  do ing  as t h e i r  mas te r  t o l d  
them t o  do,  'washing one a n o t h e r ' s  f e e t , '  and as t h e  a p o s t l e s  have t a u g h t ,  
' g r e e t  a l l  t h e  b r e t h r e n  w i t h  an h o l y  k i s s , '  ' s a l u t e  every s a i n t  i n  C h r i s t  
Jesus . '  L i v i n g  'by e v e r y  word which p roceede th  o u t  o f  t h e  mouth o f  God,' 
p r a c t i c e  keep ing  t h e  Sabbath ho ly ,  j u s t  as God h a s  t o l d  them i n  t h e  command- 
ments. But s a y s  t h e  r e a d e r ,  t h e r e  are t e n s  o f  thousands  t h a t  are look ing  f o r  
J e s u s ,  t h a t  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  above d o c t r i n e s ,  what w i l l  become of  them? 
C o n s u l t  John,  he  knows b e t t e r  t h a n  w e  do ;  he  h a s  o n l y  d e s c r i b e d  two companies. 
. . . One i s  keeping t h e  commandments and f a i t h  o f  J e s u s .  The o t h e r  h a s  t h e  
mark of  t h e  b e a s t .  . . . But them t h a t  do ( t h a t  p r a c t i c e )  h i s  commandments may 
e n t e r  i n  th rough  t h e  g a t e s  i n t o  t h e  c i t y . 4 2  

J u s t  as he seemed t o  e x h i b i t  a degree  o f  r i g i d i t y  upon t h e  components o f  

t e s t i n g  t r u t h s ,  s o  d i d  h e  a p p l y  t h e  footwashing,  h o l y  k i s s ,  p r o p e r  p o s t u r e  i n  

p r a y e r ,  and even Sabbath  observance ,  i n  a r a t h e r  r i g i d  manner. H i s  sys tem,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  d i d  n o t  a l l o w  d r i v i n g  a h o r s e  o v e r  t h r e e  m i l e s  t o  Sabbath  meet ing and 

invo lved  c l o s e  s c r u t i n y  on such q u e s t i o n s  as cooking,  making f i r e s ,  e t c . ,  on t h e  

Sabbath.  Regarding t h e  t i m e  t o  beg in  t h e  Sabbath ,  Ba tes  b e l i e v e d ,  "Here, a l s o ,  we 

cannot  be  t o o  p a r t i c u l a r ;  God c l a i m s  e v e r y  moment o f  h i s  day."  That day t o  Bates 

"must o f  n e c e s s i t y  beg in  a t  6 P.M." f o r  b e l i e v e r s  cou ld  n o t  be  s e a l e d  " u n l e s s  t h e y  

keep t h e  Sabbath  h o l y  i n  i t s  appoin ted  t i m e ,  f o r  it i s  j u s t  as s i n f u l  i n  t h e  s i g h t  

o f  God t o  w i l f u l l y  r e j e c t  t h e  B i b l e  l i g h t  on t h e  commencing of  t h e  Sabbath ,  and 

,!.' 
a ' e r e f o r e  t r a n s g r e s s  a p a r t  o f  s a c r e d  t i m e ,  as i t  would be n o t  t o  keep it a t  a l l . "  

H e  concluded,  "Fr iday evening a t  6 P.M., t h e  Sabbath commences, a l l  o t h e r  f i g u r i n g  

i s  l o s t  t ime."43 



Joseph Bates '  concept o f  a pre-Advent j u d i c i a l  judgment focusing upon b e l i e v e r s  

was obviously in f luenced  by h i s  read ing  o f  t h e  Day-Star. By 1847, Bates  c l e a r l y  

agreed wi th  t h e  e a r l i e r  Day-Star p o s i t i o n  t h a t ,  because of  t h e  "door being shu t "  

no a d d i t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  could ga in  en t r ance ,  b u t  those  wi th in  were undergoing an 

a d d i t i o n a l  t r i a l  " t o  purge and fan  o u t  t h e  chaf f  from t h e  wheat." This ,  t o  Bates ,  

meant a j u d i c i a l  t r i a l  i n  heaven a s  wel l  a s  a " r e f in ing"  t e s t i n g  t r i a l  on e a r t h .  

These tr ials w e r e  t o  cont inue " a l l  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  high p r i e s t  was i n  t h e  most 

ho ly  p l ace ,  c l eans ing  t h e  s anc tua ry , "  and was t o  involve " a f f l i c t i n g  yourselves"  

before  t h e  Lord (Lev. 23:27) .  Bates cont inued:  

Then t h e  t r u e  meaning o f  t h e  c l eans ing  o f  t h e  sanctuary is, C h r i s t  our  h igh  
p r i e s t  i n  t h e  sanc tuary  . . . i n  t h e  heavens, making atonement, o r  b l o t t i n g  o u t  
t h e  s i n s  of h i s  t r u e  wa i t i ng  people;  and while  he is doing t h i s ,  they a r e  i n  t h e i r  
t r ia l .  'Here i s  t h e  pa t i ence  o f  t h e  S a i n t s , '  a s  it was i n  t h e  type  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  
wi th  t h i s  d i f f e r ence - - the i r  day and t r i a l  and atonement was 'from even t o  
even , '  j u s t  twenty-four hours ,  whereas ou r s  is  t o  be from t h e  t e n t h  'day of  t h e  
seventh month, u n t i l  God r o a r s  o u t  o f  Zion. ' "44 

I n  1847, Bates  had a f f i rmed,  "There must be o r d e r  and t i m e ,  f o r  God i n  h i s  

j u d i c i a l  c h a r a c t e r  t o  decide t h e  ca se s  o f  a l l  t h e  r i gh t eous ,  t h a t  t h e i r  names may 

be r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  Lamb's Book o f  L i f e ,  and they  be f u l l y  prepared f o r  t h a t  

even t fu l  moment of  t h e i r  change from mortal  t o  immortal i ty ."  By 1850, he had a 

d e f i n i t e  conclusion regard ing  t h e  du ra t i on  o f  t h i s  j u d i c i a l  judgment. It  was f i rmly  

t i e d  t o  t h e  concept t h a t  " the  Bridegroom d i d  come," i n  1844, " thus  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  

pa rab l e ,  and they  t h a t  were ready went i n  wi th  him t o  t h e  Marriage and t h e  door was 

shu t . "  It  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  those  j u d i c i a l  proceedings would occupy seven years  and 

then C h r i s t  would r e t u r n .  Bates  aff i rmed t h a t  on October 2 2 ,  1844: 

Both Fa ther  and Son he re  l e f t  t h e  th rone  i n  t he  Holy and moved i n t o  t h e  Most 
Holy, i n  accordance a l s o  wi th ,  and c l o s e  o f ,  t he  message o f  t h e  f l y i n g  angel  
i n  Rev. 14 :6 ,7 ,  t o  set  i n  judgment; f i r s t  t o  decide who i s ,  and who i s  no t  
worthy t o  e n t e r  t h e  g a t e s  o f  t h e  ho ly  c i t y ;  while  t h e  Bridegroom, High P r i e s t ,  
Mediator and crowned King o f  I s r a e l  s t ands  before  him advocat ing t h e  cause o f  a l l  
p resen ted  on h i s  b r e a s t  p l a t e  of  judgment. A s  Daniel sees it, t h e  judgment i s  
now set and t h e  books open. . . . 
The seven s p o t s  o f  blood on t h e  Golden A l t a r  and before  t h e  Mercy S e a t ,  I f u l l y  
b e l i e v e  r ep re sen t s  t h e  du ra t i on  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a l  proceedings on t h e  l i v i n g  s a i n t s  
i n  t h e  Most Holy, a l l  o f  which t i m e  t hey  w i l l  be i n  t h e i r  a f f l i c t i o n ,  even 
seven yea r s ,  God by h i s  voice w i l l  d e l i v e r  them.45 



I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  time s e t t i n g  a s p e c t ,  Bates t i e d  t o  h i s  concept o f  a  j u d i c i a l  

judgment o t h e r  elements.  Not cons ider ing  t h a t  M r s .  White, i n  v i s i o n ,  might be s ee ing  

events  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e ,  Bates i n t e r p r e t e d  h e r  words i n  a  v i s i o n  he witnessed and 

t r ansc r ibed  on November 19, 1848, t h a t  " the  t ime o f  t roub le  has  commenced, it i s  

begun," as c u r r e n t l y  t r u e .  H e  l ikewise  i n t e r p r e t e d  h e r  s ta tements  regard ing  s a i n t s  

t hen  being sea l ed  a s  apparent  support  f o r  h i s  concept o f  a  pre-Advent j u d i c i a l  

judgment focusing e n t i r e l y  upon b e l i e v e r s .  He thus  drew t h e  conclusions t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  

s e a l i n g  meant " f u l l y  r ece iv ing  and be ing  s a n c t i f i e d  i n  keeping t h e  whole t r u t h ,  t o  

pas s  s a f e l y  through t h e  t ime of  t r o u b l e , "  and was a  process  reserved  f o r  " l i v i n g  

s a i n t s  on ly , "  t h a t  " the  dead s a i n t s "  were l i kewi se  then  i n  t h e  process  of  "being 

judged." He a l s o  proclaimed t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  time of  t r o u b l e  had begun, then t h e  

seven l a s t  plagues had begun and t h e  seventh trumpet had sounded. He brought t h e s e  

concepts  t o g e t h e r  i n  h i s  book "Sea l  o f  t he  Living God," completed by January of  1849. 

M r s .  White would s h o r t l y  reac t .46  

We can t h u s  s e e  t h a t  Joseph Bates '  concept o f  pre-Advent j u d i c i a l  proceedings 

embraced a number o f  d i v e r s e  concepts:  it involved a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  t e s t i n g  t r u t h s  

as p a r t  of a  r e f i n i n g ,  c l eans ing  process ;  it involved a  degree o f  r i g i d i t y  i n  applying 

those  t e s t i n g  t r u t h s ;  it assumed t h a t  on ly  those who had accepted t h e  pre-October 2 2 ,  

1844, messages were e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h i s  f i n a l  r e f i n i n g  process ;  it involved t h e  

assumption t h a t  t h e  j u d i c i a l  proceedings would end October 2 2 ,  1851; it assumed t h a t  

t h e  s e a l i n g  and ongoing j u d i c i a l  proceedings were equ iva l en t ;  it assumed t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  

time of  t r o u b l e  had commenced, t h e  last plagues were occu r r ing ,  t h e  seventh trumpet 

had sounded and t h u s  t h e  "dead s a i n t s "  were being judged. While n e i t h e r  E l l en  White 

nor  James White s epa ra t ed  a l l  t h e  d i v e r s e  elements wi th in  t h e  system promulgated by Joseph 

Bates ,  both r e a c t e d  t o  it, s i n c e  it was seen t o  be c r e a t i n g  d i s u n i t y  and thus  i n h i b i t i n g  

t h e  c e n t r a l  t r u t h  t h a t  needed t o  become f i rmly  e s t a b l i s h e d .  

I n  1850, James White d i r e c t l y  chal lenged var ious  premises o f  t h e  concept of  

judgment advanced by Joseph Bates.  He introduced t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  "Day o f  Judgment," 

i n  t h e  Advent Review of September, 1850, and noted,  "Some have contended t h a t  t h e  day 
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of  judgment was p r i o r  t o  t h e  second advent.  This view i s  c e r t a i n l y  without  foundation 

i n  t h e  word o f  ~ o d . " ~ ~  He suggested in s t ead ,  a concept of  judgment t h a t  involved 

acceptance o r  r e j e c t i o n  of c l e a r ,  t e s t i n g  t r u t h s  presented t o  t h e  ind iv idua l .  Note 

h i s  reasoning a s  he considered t h e  f i r s t  a n g e l ' s  message: 

The testimony of  t h a t  angel  could only  s i g n i f y ,  t h a t  t h e  per iod  had come f o r  
t h i s  genera t ion  t o  be t e s t e d  by second advent t r u t h .  It i s  t r u e  t h a t  mortal  
s a i n t s  a c t  a p a r t  i n  t he  t r i a l ,  i n  probat ionary time. They bear  t h e  c u t t i n g  
t r u t h s  o f  God's word, which sepa ra t e  t he  wheat and t a r e s ,  t he  'p rec ious  from t h e  
v i l e ,  ' b u t  t h e  work of judging t o  be done i n  t h e  g r e a t  day of  judgment, and 
execut ing  t h e  'judgment w r i t t e n '  i s  t h e  work o f  immortal s a i n t s .  . . . God w i l l  
execute  h i s  judgments on t h i s  genera t ion ,  by pouring o u t  t h e  v i a l s  of  h i s  wrath,  
on a l l  who have t h e  mark o f  t h e  beas t  .48 

In  another  a r t i c l e  i n  t h a t  same i s s u e ,  James White broadened t h a t  concept of 

judgment t o  inc lude  t h e  t h i r d  message when he a f f i rmed,  "God has ever  had a t e s t  

t r u t h ,  wi th  which t o  s e a l  h i s  people."  He cont inued,  "But t h e  l a s t  s e a l i n g  t r u t h  i s  

t h e  immutable law o f  Jehovah, of  which t h e  Sabbath i s  t h e  crowning testimony." It 

would seem t h a t  James White, i n  1850, bypassed the  s c a t t e r i n g  experience and sought 

con t inu i ty  based upon t h e  M i l l e r i t e  concept o f  a judgment based upon c e n t r a l ,  t e s t i n g  

t r u t h s  c l e a r l y  depic ted  i n  God's word. E l l en  White would r e a c t  s imi l a r ly .49  

James White cont inued t h a t  theme i n t o  1851, a s  t h e  seven y e a r s '  j u d i c i a l  pro- 

ceedings proposed by Bates became a major i s sue .  He r e j e c t e d  the  experiences of  t h e  

s c a t t e r i n g  pe r iod  a s  he s i g n i f i c a n t l y  wrote: 

Many be l i eve  t h a t  t h e  time has come t o  swel l  t he  loud c ry  o f  t h e  t h i r d  angel  
(Rev. 14:9-12) and t o  sound t h e  l a s t  note  of  warning t o  t he  s c a t t e r e d  people 
o f  God. I f  it is  r e a l l y  so,  and we f u l l y  be l i eve  t h a t  it i s ,  then may we no t  
expect  t o  s e e  t h e  same oneness of  views, and uni ted  e f f o r t  among those who 
be l i eve ,  a s  was witnessed during t h e  messages of  t h e  former angels? We be l i eve  
t h a t  we may. It  i s  t r u e  t h a t  we have passed through the  long dark n igh t  o f  
s c a t t e r i n g ,  and t h e  f lock  has become f a i n t  and s c a t t e r e d  by a s t r ange  d i v e r s i t y  
of  views. And a s  they  a r e  now be ing  gathered t o  t he  t r u t h ,  many w i l l  be 
i n c l i n e d  t o  hold on t o  erroneous views rece ived  i n  t he  time of  s c a t t e r i n g .  
Therefore it should be a very important p a r t  of t h e  p re sen t  work of those who 
teach  t h e  t r u t h  t o  l e a d  t h e  minds o f  t h e  b re th ren  from d i s t r a c t i n g  views, and t o  
show them t h a t  they  must be uni ted  i n  t h e  t h i r d  message, a s  we were i n  t h e  former 
ones.  Under t h e  p r e s e n t  unfavorable circumstances a powerful e f f o r t  must be 
made t o  hold up t h e  t r u t h s  c l o s e l y  connected wi th  t h i s  message, i n  t h e i r  c l e a r  
l i g h t  and importance, s o  t h a t  prec ious  s o u l s  may feed upon them, and r e j o i c e  i n  
them, and thus  l o s e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  e r r o r s  and darkness t h a t  have so long enveloped 
them. 

Those who gave t h e  two former messages with success ,  dwelt  almost e n t i r e l y  upon 
t h e  l ead ing  i d e a s  expressed by t h e  two angels .  Those who a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  c a l l e d  



of God t o  g ive  t h e  t h i r d ,  we t h i n k ,  w i l l  no t  wander f a r  from t h e  l ead ing  ideas  
expressed i n  t h e  message of t he  t h i r d  angel ,  t o  dwell  on d isputed  p o i n t s ,  no t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  meat i n  due season. The t h i r d  a n g e l ' s  message opens before  t h e  
mind a  wide f i e l d  o f  t r u t h ,  important t o  ou r  p re sen t  s a lva t ion .  The "pa t ience  of 
t h e  s a i n t s , "  t h e  "commandments of  God," t h e  f a i t h  of  Jesus  and t h e  awful ly 
solemn warning aga ins t  t h e  worship, and mark o f  t h e  b e a s t  and h i s  image, a r e  
themes p e r f e c t l y  ca l cu la t ed  t o  i n s p i r e  f a i t h ,  and l ead  b e l i e v e r s  t o  consecra te  
themselves and a l l  they have t o  t h e  Lord. These s u b j e c t s  when i n v e s t i g a t e d  
open t h e  p l a n  of  s a l v a t i o n  c l e a r l y ,  and do not  f a i l  t o  show o u r  p re sen t  work. 
No o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  w i l l  move t h e  h e a r t ,  and rev ive  t h e  f a i t h  of  t h e  f a i n t i n g  
f lock  l i k e  these .  I n  f a c t  a l l  o t h e r s  seem t o  be i n e f f e c t u a l  .50 

Becoming even more e x p l i c i t ,  James White continued: 

I t  i s  we l l  known t h a t  some o f  t he  bre thren  have been teaching  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  
work o f  s a l v a t i o n  f o r  t h e  remnant, through t h e  i n t e r c e s s i o n  o f  our  Great High 
P r i e s t ,  would c lose  i n  seven years  from the  te rmina t ion  of  t h e  2300 days, i n  
t h e  autumn of  1844. Some who have thus  taught  we esteem very h ighly ,  and love 
" fervent ly"  a s  b re th ren ,  and we f e e l  t h a t  it becomes us  t o  be slow t o  say anything 
t o  h u r t  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s ;  y e t  we cannot r e f r a i n  from giv ing  some reasons why we 
do no t  rece ive  t h e  t ime. -- 

The reasons given by James White included: (1) B i b l i c a l  proof f o r  such a  seven-year 

per iod  of  proceedings was i n s u f f i c i e n t ;  ( 2 )  t h e  c e n t r a l  message o f  t h e  t h i r d  angel  

had no t i m e  dura t ion ;  ( 3 )  a connection o f  time wi th  such a  c e n t r a l  t r u t h  would 

tend  t o  weaken t h a t  c e n t r a l  t r u t h ;  (4 )  t h e  r e in t roduc t ion  of  time n u l l i f i e d  t h e  

concept t h a t  God's people were urged t o  "await  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  Lord from t h e  

wedding"; (5)  " I f  it i s  the  purpose of  God t h a t  time should be embraced we th ink  

t h e  b re th ren  gene ra l ly  would be c a l l e d  up t o  it"; (6)  time s e t t i n g  ran the  r i s k  o f  

br inging  with it t h e  " fana t ic i sm and d i v i s i o n s , "  reminiscent  o f  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  

per iod  t h a t  "we have witnessed,  f o r  more than s i x  years  pas t . ' '  Suggesting t h a t  t h e  

time s e t t i n g  i s s u e  a rose  from Bates '  1850 pub l i ca t ion ,  White observed: 

It has  been ou r  humble view f o r  t he  p a s t  year  t h a t  t h e  proclamation o f  t h e  time 
w a s  no p a r t  o f  ou r  p re sen t  work. We do not  s ee  time i n  t h e  p re sen t  message; 
we s e e  no neces s i ty  f o r  it, and we do no t  s ee  the  hand of the  Lord i n  it. And 
we have f e l t  it t o  be ou r  duty t o  l e t  t h e  bre thren  know t h a t  we have no p a r t  
i n  t h e  p re sen t  movement on t ime,  and t h a t  we be l i eve  t h a t  our  p re sen t  work, and 
p re sen t  duty i s  t o  s t r i v e  t o  be uni ted  i n  p re sen t ing  those important t r u t h s  
embraced i n  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l ' s  c ry  -51  

I n  a  s p e c i a l  e d i t i o n  of  t h e  Review i n  J u l y  of  1851, James White noted,  " I t  i s  

ev ident  t h a t  t h e  purpose o f  God i n  t he  proclamation o f  t he  time has been accomplished, 

and t h a t  s i n c e  ou r  g r e a t  disappointment i n  1844, t he  preaching of time has had a  

b l i g h t i n g  inf luence ."  I n  add i t i on ,  he s i g n i f i c a n t l y  republished what he had w r i t t e n  



i n  1847 i n  " A  Word t o  t h e  ' L i t t l e  F lock , '  ": 

The event  which w i l l  in t roduce  t h e  Judgment day, w i l l  be t h e  coming of  t h e  Son 
o f  Man, t o  r a i s e  t h e  s l e e p i n g  s a i n t s ,  and t o  change those t h a t  a r e  a l i v e  a t  t h a t  
time. The second event ,  w i l l  be t h e  King's s i t t i n g  'upon t h e  th rone  o f  h i s  
g lory . '  The King w i l l  no t  s i t  upon t h e  th rone  o f  h i s  g lo ry  u n t i l  those  who 
have followed him a r e  r a i s e d ,  and s i t  upon t h e  th rones  o f  Judgment wi th  him. 
Mat. 18:28. . . . It i s  not  necessary  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  sentence should be given 
before  t h e  f i r s t  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  a s  some have t augh t ;  f o r  t h e  names o f  t h e  s a i n t s  
a r e  w r i t t e n  i n  heaven, and J e s u s ,  and t h e  ange l s  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  know who t o  r a i s e ,  
and ga the r  t o  t h e  New ~ e r u s a l e m . ~ 2  

I n  desc r ib ing  h i s  November, 1851, t o u r  wi th  M r s .  White o f  var ious  a r e a s  i n  

Massachusetts,  James White aga in  alluded t o t h e  in f luence  o f  d i s u n i t i n g  views and 

po in t ed  aga in  t o  t h e  Sabbath a s  t h e  c e n t r a l ,  u n i t i n g  t r u t h  t o  b ind  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  

t oge the r :  

We were much gr ieved  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  some d i sco rd  had been c r ea t ed  among t h e  
b re th ren ,  by t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  f a n c i f u l  views of  u n f u l f i l l e d  prophecies .  Such 
t h i n g s  a r e  extremely p a i n f u l  t o  those  who l a b o r  t o  u n i t e  t h e  prec ious  f l ock  o f  
C h r i s t  upon t h e  g r e a t  t r u t h s  connected with t h e  message o f  Rev. 14:9-12. The 
e v i l  r e s u l t  o f  l e av ing  t h e  important  t r u t h s  of  t h e  p re sen t  message, o r  connect ing 
wi th  them f a n c i f u l  views o f  u n f u l f i l l e d  prophecy, were po in ted  o u t ,  and wi th  t h e  
s p e c i a l  b l e s s i n g  o f  Heaven, t h e  b r e t h r e n  - a l l  f e l t  deeply t h e  importance o f  
be ing  "pe r f ec t l y  joined toge the r  i n  t h e  same mind, and i n  t h e  same judgment,'' 
and of  un i t ed  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  g r e a t  work before  us.53 

A s  e a r l y  a s  1849, M r s .  White seemed t o  r e a c t  t o  var ious  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  by Joseph 

Bates .  I n  August o f  t h a t  yea r  she  publ i shed  two v i s i o n s  i n  P re sen t  Truth.  I n  

r epo r t i ng  a v i s i o n  given March 24, 1849, M r s .  White s t a t e d :  

Sabbath, March 24th, 1849, w e  had a sweet ,  and very i n t e r e s t i n g  meeting with 
t h e  Brethren a t  Topsham, Me. The Holy Ghost was poured o u t  upon us ,  and I was 
taken  o f f  i n  t h e  S p i r i t  t o  t h e  C i ty  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  God. There I was shown t h a t  
t h e  commandments o f  God, and t h e  tes t imony o f  J e sus  C h r i s t ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
s h u t  door ,  could n o t  be s epa ra t ed ,  and t h a t  t h e  t ime f o r  t h e  commandments o f  God 
t o  sh ine  o u t ,  wi th  a l l  t h e i r  importance, and f o r  a d ' s  people  t o  be  t r i e d  on t h e  
Sabbath t r u t h ,  w a s  when t h e  door was opened i n  t h e  M o s t  Holy P lace  o f  t h e  Heavenly 
Sanctuary,  where t h e  Ark i s ,  con ta in ing  t h e  t e n  commandments. This  door was 
n o t  opened, u n t i l  t h e  mediation o f  J e sus  was f i n i s h e d  i n  t h e  Holy Place o f  t h e  
Sanctuary i n  1844. Then, J e sus  rose  up, and shu t  t h e  door i n  t h e  Holy P lace ,  
and opened t h e  door i n  t h e  M o s t  Holy, and passed wi th in  t h e  second v a i l ,  where 
he now s t ands  by t h e  Ark; and where t h e  f a i t h  o f  I s r a e l  now reaches.  

I s a w  t h a t  J e sus  had s h u t  t h e  door i n  t h e  Holy P lace ,  and no man can open it; 
and t h a t  he had opened t h e  door i n  t h e  M o s t  Holy, and no man can s h u t  it: (See 
Rev. 3 : 7 , 8 )  and t h a t  s i n c e  Jesus  has  opened t h e  door i n  t h e  Most Holy P lace ,  
which con ta in s  t h e  Ark, t h e  commandments have been sh in ing  o u t  t o  God's people ,  and 
they a r e  be ing  t e s t e d  on t h e  Sabbath ques t i on .  

I saw t h a t  t h e  p re sen t  t e s t  on t h e  Sabbath could no t  come, u n t i l  t h e  mediation 



o f  J e s u s  i n  t h e  Holy P l a c e  w a s  f i n i s h e d . 5 4  

I n  t h e s e  b r i e f  words, E l l e n  White l i n k e d  t h e  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  and f u t u r e .  She 

t i e d  t o  t h e  M i l l e r i t e  p e r i o d  u s i n g  t h e  t e rm s h u t  door  and showed t h e  solemn t e s t i n g  

t r u t h s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  and second a n g e l .  She bypassed t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  p e r i o d  by l i n k i n g  

t h e  t e r m  t e s t imony  o f  J e s u s  t o  t h e  s h u t  door ,  o r  t h e  M i l l e r i t e  p e r i o d ,  r a t h e r  than  

t o  t h e  numerous tests o f  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  p e r i o d .  She gave c o n t i n u i t y  t o  t h e  message by 

showing i t s  r e l e v a n c e  t o  1844 and p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l  a s  l i k e w i s e  p roc la iming  a 

solemn t e s t i n g  t r u t h ,  s o  solemn t h a t ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  and second a n g e l ,  

"God's people ' '  were "being t e s t e d  on t h e  Sabbath  q u e s t i o n . "  She l i k e w i s e  p o i n t e d  t o  

t h e  f u t u r e  s i n c e  t h e  door  t o  t h e  Most Holy was open. She forshadowed a n  open door 

message f o r  the  world:  a message, t h e  r e c e p t i v i t y  o r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  which,  invo lved  

judgment, a judgment, however, based upon a d i f f e r e n t  s e t  o f  p remises  t h a n  t h a t  o f  

Joseph B a t e s '  sys tem- 

I n  d e s c r i b i n g  a v i s i o n  o f  January  5 ,  1849, M r s .  White addressed  more o f  t h e  

e lements  o f  t h e  sys tem embraced by Ba tes .  She s t a t e d ,  "I was t a k e n  o f f  i n  Vis ion  t o  

t h e  mst Holy P l a c e ,  where I s a w  J e s u s  s t i l l  i n t e r c e d i n g  f o r  Israel." T h i s  meant, 

t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t r o u b l e  had n o t  commenced, t h e  p l a g u e s  were n o t  t h e n  b e i n g  

poured o u t ,  and t h a t  t h e  dead s a i n t s  were n o t  t h e n  be ing  judged. Note M r s .  Whi te ' s  

s t a tement :  

I s a w  t h a t  J e s u s  would n o t  l e a v e  t h e  Most Holy P l a c e ,  u n t i l  e v e r y  c a s e  w a s  
dec ided  e i t h e r  f o r  s a l v a t i o n  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n ;  and t h a t  t h e  w r a t h  o f  God c o u l d  n o t  
come u n t i l  J e s u s  had f i n i s h e d  h i s  work i n  t h e  Most Holy P lace- - l a id  o f f  h i s  
p r i e s t l y  a t t i r e  and c l o t h e d  h imse l f  w i t h  t h e  garments o f  vengeance. Then J e s u s  
w i l l  s t e p  o u t  from between t h e  F a t h e r  and man, and God w i l l  keep s i l e n t  no l o n g e r ;  
b u t  pour  o u t  h i s  wra th  on t h o s e  who have r e j e c t e d  h i s  t r u t h .  I saw t h a t  t h e  anger  
o f  t h e  n a t i o n s ,  t h e  wra th  o f  God, and t h e  t ime  t o  judge t h e  dead,  were s e p a r a t e  
e v e n t s ,  one fo l lowing  t h e  o t h e r .  I s a w  t h a t  Michael had n o t  s t o o d  up,  and t h a t  
t h e  t i m e  of  t r o u b l e ,  such as never  was, had n o t  y e t  commenced.55 

I n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  September,  1850, a confe rence  o f  b e l i e v e r s  w a s  h e l d  a t  

S u t t o n ,  Vermont, d u r i n g  which t ime ,  r e p o r t e d  James White, "some t r i a l  a r o s e  i n  

consequence o f  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  views r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  Judgment." He 

no ted  t h a t  "God he lped  us t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  s u b j e c t s  upon which we d i f f e r e d  w i t h  p r o f i t ,  

and t o  commit them, and o u r s e l v e s  t o  H i m  i n  f e r v e n t  prayer . ' '  He no ted  t h a t  b e f o r e  



t h e  conference ended, t h a t  " e r r o r s  were c o n f e s s e d ,  and p e r f e c t  union,  as sweet  as 

heaven, w a s  f e l t  among us  a l l . "  S i n c e  some q u e s t i o n  has  been r a i s e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  t h e  v i s i o n  g iven  t o  Mrs. White i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  confe rence  a t  

S u t t o n ,  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of  t h a t  v i s i o n  w i l l  n o t  be  used i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h i s  p a p e r .  I n  

t h e  w r i t e r ' s  o p i n i o n ,  however, t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  v i s i o n  c o n t a i n s  impor tan t  r e levance  

t o  B a t e s '  concep t  o f  a pre-Advent j u d i c i a l  judgment f o r  t h e  s a i n t s .  The f a c t  t h a t  

most of  t h e  v i s i o n  is  r e p r i n t e d  i n  P r e s e n t  T r u t h ,  November, 1850, o m i t t i n g  B a t e s '  

name, and t h a t  a p o r t i o n  i s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  "Experience and Views," p. 49 ,  l e n d s  major 

c r e d i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  o t h e r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  v i s i o n .  Some o f  t h e  same 

p o i n t s  might b e  made t o  t h e  "Dorchester"  v i s i o n  o f  October  2 3 ,  1850,  a l s o  r e l e v a n t  t o  

B a t e s '  concep t  o f  judgment and l i k e w i s e  c u r r e n t l y  regarded  as apocryphal .  56 

I n  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  v e r s i o n ,  w i t h o u t  ment ioning B a t e s '  name, Mrs. White warned 

a g a i n s t  t h o s e  who had misapp l ied  and r i g i d l y  a p p l i e d  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  " s e l l i n g  and 

g i v i n g  a l m s , "  p r a y i n g  f o r  t h e  s i c k  b e f o r e  u n b e l i e v e r s ,  and t h e  t e s t  o f  washing 

f e e t  and communion b e f o r e  u n b e l i e v e r s .  She a f f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  p lagues  would n o t  come 

u n t i l  a f t e r  J e s u s  l e f t  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  and t h a t  t h e  s a i n t s  would n o t  s i t  i n  judgment 

u n t i l  t h e  1000 y e a r s .  She a l s o  urged:  

I a l s o  saw t h a t  t h e  shepherds  shou ld  c o n s u l t  t h o s e  i n  whom t h e y  have reason  t o  
have conf idence ,  t h o s e  who have been i n  a l l  t h e  messages,  and a r e  f i r m  i n  a l l  
t h e  p r e s e n t  t r u t h ,  b e f o r e  t h e y  advoca te  any new p o i n t  o f  importance,  which t h e y  
may t h i n k  t h e  B i b l e  s u s t a i n s .  Then t h e  shepherds  w i l l  be  p e r f e c t l y  u n i t e d ,  and 
t h e  union o f  t h e  shepherds  w i l l  be f e l t  by t h e  church.  Such a course  I s a w  would 
p r e v e n t  unhappy d i v i s i o n s ,  and t h e n  t h e r e  would be no danger  o f  t h e  p r e c i o u s  
f l o c k  b e i n g  d i v i d e d ,  and t h e  sheep  s c a t t e r e d ,  wi thou t  a shepherd.  

I n  t h a t  same i s s u e ,  s h e  r e p o r t e d  a n o t h e r  v i s i o n  i n  which " t h e  Lord showed me t h a t  

t ime  had n o t  been a test  s i n c e  1844, and t h a t  t ime w i l l  never  a g a i n  be  a  t e s t .  "57 

A s  t h e  t i m e  s e t t i n g  i s s u e  became dominant i n  1851, M r s .  White a g a i n  r e i t e r a t e d  

t h a t  counse l  i n  t h e  s p e c i a l  i s s u e  o f  t h e  Review: 

The Lord h a s  shown m e  t h a t  t h e  message o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l  must go, and be 
procla imed t o  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  Lord, and t h a t  it should  n o t  be  hung 
on t i m e ;  f o r  t i m e  never  w i l l  be  a test a g a i n .  I saw t h a t  some were g e t t i n g  a 
f a l s e  exc i t ement  a r i s i n g  from p r e a c h i n g  t i m e ;  t h a t  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l ' s  message 
was s t r o n g e r  t h a n  t i m e  can be .  I s a w  t h a t  t h i s  message can s t a n d  on i t s  own 
founda t ion ,  and t h a t  it needs  n o t  t i m e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  it, and t h a t  it w i l l  go 
i n  mighty power, and do i t s  work, and w i l l  be c u t  s h o r t  i n  r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  



I s a w  t h a t  some were making every  t h i n g  bend t o  t h e  t ime  o f  t h i s  n e x t  f a l l - -  
t h a t  i s ,  making t h e i r  c a l c u l a t i o n s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h a t  t ime .  I s a w  t h a t  t h i s  
w a s  wrong, f o r  t h i s  r eason :  I n s t e a d  o f  going t o  God d a i l y  t o  know t h e i r  PRESENT 
d u t y ,  t h e y  look  ahead,  and make t h e i r  c a l c u l a t i o n s  a s  though t h e y  knew t h e  work 
would end t h i s  f a l l ,  w i t h o u t  i n q u i r i n g  t h e i r  d u t y  o f  God d a i l y . 5 8  

A f t e r  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  October 2 2 ,  1851, E l l e n  White con t inued  t o  s e e  t h e  r e s u l t s  

o f  t h e  t i m e  s e t t i n g  exper ience  and one such exper ience  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  evidenced how 

s u s c e p t i b l e  b e l i e v e r s  c o u l d  be  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i s t i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  

time. One b e l i e v e r ,  Bro ther  Walker, r e f u s e d  t o  c o n f e s s  h i s  e r r o r  a t  a confe rence  o f  

b e l i e v e r s  and sugges ted  i n s t e a d  t h a t  pe rhaps  t h e  1851 t ime w a s  c o r r e c t  and t h a t  C h r i s t  

had indeed  l e f t  t h e  Most Holy P l a c e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  M r s .  White o b j e c t e d  t o  t h i s  r e p l a y  

o f  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  exper ience :  

I asked  B r o t h e r  Walker where he  would be o r  what would be  h i s  s t a t e ,  i f  J e s u s  
had now l e f t  t h e  Most Holy and H i s  work f o r  t h e  s a i n t s  was a l l  done and he  were 
i n  t h e  s t a t e  h e  t h e n  was? I t a l k e d  p l a i n l y .  The Lord he lped  me. I showed them 
how t h e  messengers t h a t  had been t o i l i n g  i n  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  t i m e  had l a b o r e d  t o  
g e t  t h e  t r u t h  b e f o r e  them, how much t h e y  had s u f f e r e d ,  and now, when God's cause  
w a s  p r o s p e r i n g ,  t h e y  embrace t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l ' s  message and e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  l a b o r s  
o f  t h e  chosen messengers o f  God, and l i f t  up t h e i r  h e e l  a g a i n s t  them. 

M r s .  White c l e a r l y  wanted no s p i r i t u a l i s t i c  r e p e t i t i o n  such a s  was embraced by Enoch 

Jacobs  d u r i n g  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  t i m e .  59 

W e  can t h u s  see t h a t  between 1849 and 1851 b o t h  James and E l l e n  White had e i t h e r  

d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  q u e s t i o n e d  a number o f  t e a c h i n g s  endorsed by Joseph Bates  

t h a t  h e  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  concep t  o f  a pre-Advent j u d i c i a l  judgment focused upon t h e  

b e l i e v e r s .  While n e i t h e r  d e a l t  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  o f  h i s  judgment concep t ,  

t h a t  concept  i n  t o t a l  was s e e n  by M r s .  White a s  an  i n n o v a t i o n ,  one t h a t  shou ld  be 

t e s t e d  by t h e  "shepherds ,"  e s p e c i a l l y  by James White, b e f o r e  b e i n g  promulgated.  Both 

seemed t o  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  concep t ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  worked t o  d i f f u s e  t h e  c e n t r a l ,  

t e s t i n g  truth o f  t h e  t h i r d  angel. Some o f  t h e  c o u n s e l s  d i r e c t e d  by Mrs. White t o  

Joseph Ba tes  sugges ted  a tendency t o  r i g i d l y  app ly  c e r t a i n  o r d i n a n c e s ,  a tendency t h a t  

seemed remin i scen t  o f  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  p e r i o d .  She l i k e w i s e  cons idered  t h a t  he 

misunderstood t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  t ime o f  t r o u b l e ,  t h e  l a s t  p l a g u e s ,  and 

t h e  judgment o f  t h e  dead,  s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  t h e y  fol lowed each o t h e r .  The end r e s u l t  o f  

some o f  h i s  views,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  r e l a t i n g  t o  t ime s e t t i n g ,  had d i v i d e d  t h e  f l o c k  by 



making d i v i s i o n  among t h e  shepherds apparen t .  I n  making s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s t i n c t i o n s  

between t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  and ga the r ing  t imes ,  M r s .  White s t r e s s e d  t h e  Sabbath a s  a  

f i n a l ,  e scha to log ica l  t e s t i n g  t r u t h ,  a  t r u t h  s o  s t r o n g  t h a t  it brought i t s  own t e s t  

and d i d  n o t  need t h e  f a l s e  t e s t  o f  t i m e  t o  accompany it .60 

THE GATHERING TIME, 1847-1851 

I n  l a t e  1850, E l l e n  White r epo r t ed  t h e  fol lowing v i s i o n :  

The Lord shewed me t h a t  he had s t r e t c h e d  o u t  h i s  hand t h e  second t i m e  t o  recover  
t h e  remnant o f  h i s  people ,  and t h a t  e f f o r t s  must be  redoubled i n  t h i s  ga ther ing  
t i m e .  I n  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g ,  I s r a e l  was smi t t en  and t o r n ;  b u t  now i n  t h e  ga ther ing  
time God w i l l  h e a l  and b ind  up h i s  people .  In  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g ,  e f f o r t s  made t o  
spread t h e  t r u t h  had b u t  l i t t l e  e f f e c t ,  accomplished b u t  l i t t l e  o r  nothing;  b u t  
i n  t h e  ga the r ing ,  when God has  set h i s  hand t o  ga the r  h i s  people ,  e f f o r t s  t o  
spread  t h e  t r u t h  w i l l  have t h e i r  designed e f f e c t .  A l l  should be un i ted  and 
zealous i n  t h e  work. I saw t h a t  it was wrong f o r  any t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  
f o r  examples t o  govern u s  now i n  t h e  ga ther ing ;  f o r  i f  God does no more f o r  us 
now than  he d i d  t hen ,  I s r a e l  would never be gathered.61 

Through t h i s  v i s i o n ,  M r s .  White seems t o  be c a l l i n g  f o r  a  d i f f e r e n t  experience 

t han  t h a t  o f  t h e  1845-46 per iod .  A c a l l  is  made f o r  u n i t y  and t h a t  un i ty  is t o  be 

achieved upon a  d i f f e r e n t  b a s i s  than  t h e  methods used dur ing  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g .  James 

White expressed it t h i s  way i n  1849: "The s c a t t e r i n g  time we have had; it is  i n  t h e  

p a s t ,  and now t h e  t i m e  f o r  t h e  s a i n t s  t o  be gathered i n t o  t h e  un i ty  o f  t h e  f a i t h ,  and 

be  s ea l ed  by one holy ,  u n i t i n g  t r u t h  has  come. Yes, Brother ,  it has  come." I n  

s t rengthening  h i s  c a l l  t o  a  fe l low b e l i e v e r ,  James appealed t o  a  r ecen t  v i s i o n .  He 

noted t h a t  t h e  Sabbath was t o  " r i s e ,  never t o  f a l l  aga in ,"  and continued "Mark t h i s  

we l l ,  'never  t o  f a l l '  again.  This  was t h e  mind o f  t h e  Holy Ghost spoken, a few 

weeks s i n c e ,  through f eeb l e  c l a y ,  while  i n  Holy v i s i o n .  "62 

Actua l ly ,  t h e  concept o f  a  new experience o r  a  ga the r ing  based upon one c e n t r a l ,  

un i fy ing  t r u t h  had begun wi th  M r s .  White a s  e a r l y  a s  1847. I n  r epo r t i ng  a v i s ion  o f  

l a t e  March, 1847, M r s .  White t o l d  Joseph Bates ,  "I saw t h a t  t h e  holy Sabbath is ,  and 

w i l l  b e ,  t h e  s e p a r a t i n g  wa l l  between t h e  t r u e  I s r a e l  o f  God and unbel ievers ;  and t h a t  

t h e  Sabbath is  the g r e a t  ques t i on ,  t o  u n i t e  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  God's dea r  wa i t i ng  s a i n t s . "  

A few months l a t e r  she informed him, "The sheep a r e  now s c a t t e r e d ,  bu t  thank God they 

a r e  about t o  be gathered."  By l a t e  1848, she was quoted by Bates a s  saying i n  v i s i o n :  
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"Out o f  weakness it ( t h e  Sabbath)  h a s  become s t r o n g  from s e a r c h i n g  h i s  word. The 

t e s t  upon it h a s  been b u t  a  s h o r t  t i m e .  A l l  who a r e  saved w i l l  be  t r i e d  upon it i n  

some way. 1163 

I n  t h a t  same v i s i o n ,  M r s .  White i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  Sabbath  as t h e  s e a l ,  and con t inued ,  

" t h a t ' s  why it comes l a s t .  The s h u t  door  we have had." Her n e x t  v i s i o n  seems t o  

f u r t h e r  c l a r i f y  t h i s  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  when s h e  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  Sabbath and " t h e  

t e s t imony  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s h u t  door cou ld  n o t  be  s e p a r a t e d ,  and t h a t  

t h e  t i m e  f o r  t h e  commandments o f  God t o  s h i n e  o u t ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  importance,  and f o r  

God's peop le  t o  be  t r i e d  on t h e  Sabbath t r u t h ,  was when t h e  door w a s  opened i n  t h e  

Most Holy P l a c e  o f  t h e  Heavenly Sanc tuary ,  where t h e  Ark i s ,  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  t e n  

commandments." Th is  seems c l e a r l y  t o  c a l l  f o r  u n i t y  around t h e  c e n t r a l ,  t e s t i n g  

Sabbath  t r u t h .  The s h u t  door ,  o r  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  and second a n g e l ,  were t r u t h s  

t o  be  r e t a i n e d ,  b u t  were t r u t h s  from t h e  p a s t .  She c o n t i n u e s ,  "Since J e s u s  h a s  opened 

t h e  door  i n  t h e  Most Holy P l a c e ,  which c o n t a i n s  t h e  Ark, t h e  commandments have been 

s h i n i n g  o u t  t o  God's peop le ,  and t h e y  are b e i n g  t e s t e d  on t h e  Sabbath quest ion."64 

A s  s h e  looked toward t h e  f u t u r e ,  M r s .  White sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  message o f  t h e  

t h i r d  a n g e l  would r e t a i n  i t s  t e s t i n g  f u n c t i o n .  R e f l e c t i n g  upon h e r  March, 1847,  

v i s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  Sabbath ,  s h e  no ted ,  i n  1851, t h a t  it w a s  g iven when " t h e r e  were 

b u t  ve ry  few o f  t h e  Advent b r e t h r e n  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  Sabbath ,  and o f  t h e s e ,  b u t  few 

supposed t h a t  its observance w a s  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  importance t o  draw a l i n e  between t h e  

p r o f e s s e d  peop le  o f  God." Given t h e  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  t i m e ,  it seems a p p a r e n t  

t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l ,  t e s t i n g  t r u t h  o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l ,  was b e i n g  d i f f u s e d .  She observed 

t h a t  by 1851,  however, " t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h a t  view ( w a s )  beg inn ing  t o  be seen."  And 

as s h e  looked toward t h e  f u t u r e  saw "a l i t t l e  company t r a v e l i n g  a narrow pathway. A l l  

seemed t o  be  f i r m l y  u n i t e d ,  and bound t o g e t h e r  by t h e  t r u t h ,  i n  bundles ,  o r  companies. 

S a i d  t h e  a n g e l ,  'The t h i r d  a n g e l  is b i n d i n g  them ( s e a l i n g  them) i n  bundles  f o r  t h e  

heavenly  g a r n e r .  "65 

When M r s .  White cons idered  t h e  u n i f y i n g  t r u t h  o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l ,  s h e  seemed 

c o n s c i o u s l y  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  e x c e s s e s  t h a t  developed d u r i n g  t h e  atmosphere o f  t h e  



s c a t t e r i n g  per iod .  She noted: 

God w i l l  n o t  i n t r u s t  t h e  c a r e  o f  h i s  p rec ious  f lock  t o  men whose minds and 
judgment have been weakened by former e r r o r s  t h a t  they have been i n ,  such a s  
so-ca l led  per fec t ion ism and s p i r i t u a l i s m ,  and by t h e i r  course ,  while  i n  t h e s e  
e r r o r s ,  have brought reproach upon t h e  cause o f  t r u t h  and d isgraced  themselves .66 

Even a s  E l l e n  White emphasized t h e  message of  t h e  t h i r d  ange l  a s  a v i t a l ,  

t e s t i n g  t r u t h ,  s o  d i d  she emphasize t h a t  a conscious r e j e c t i o n  of  t h a t  c l e a r  B i b l i c a l  

t r u t h  meant a r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s a l v a t i o n .  I n  1847, she wrote ,  "I saw . . . 

( t h a t )  i f  one be l i eved ,  and kept  t h e  Sabbath, and received t h e  b l e s s i n g  a t t e n d i n g  it, 

and then  gave it up, and broke t h e  holy commandment, they would shu t  t h e  ga t e s  of  

t h e  Holy C i ty  a g a i n s t  themselves,  a s  su re  a s  t h e r e  was a God t h a t  r u l e s  i n  heaven 

above." This  concept was r e i t e r a t e d  a number o f  t i m e s  between 1847 and 1851 and 

seems t o  embrace a concept: o f  judgment s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  espoused during t h e  M i l l e r i t e  

per iod .  J u s t  a s  a conscious r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  messages o f  t h e  f i r s t  and second angel  

r e s u l t e d  i n  a dec i s ion  a g a i n s t  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  so  d i d  a r e j e c t i o n  o f  t he  

message o f  t h e  t h i r d  ange l ,  i n  conjunct ion with t h e  o t h e r  two, r e s u l t  i n  a conscious 

dec i s ion  a g a i n s t  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s a lva t ion .67  

Mrs. White t i e d  t h e s e  concepts  t oge the r  i n  1851 a s  she explained h e r  very f i r s t  

v i s ion  o f  1844, where she had i n i t i a l l y  emphasized t h e  condi t ion  of  those  who had 

r e j e c t e d  o r  l a t e r  denied t h e  messages of  t h e  f i r s t  two ange ls  o f  Rev. 14 and who were 

consequently " r e j e c t e d  by God." I t  would appear t h a t  M r s .  White 's  concept o f  a 

judgment based upon c l e a r ,  t e s t i n g  t r u t h s  of  t h e  t h r e e  ange ls  was c o n s i s t e n t  throughout 

t h e  pe r iod  we have been examining and l i kewi se  a n t i c i p a t e s  a concept of a judgment 

she  would r e t a i n  a f t e r  t h e  t h r e e  messages were made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  world. Note 

h e r  explana t ion  o f  h e r  i n i t i a l  v i s i o n  i n  regard  t o  f a l s e  reformations:  

This  view r e l a t e s  more p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  those  who have r e j e c t e d  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  
Advent d o c t r i n e  ( i . e . ,  f i r s t  and second messages).  They a r e  given over  t o  s t r o n g  
de lus ions .  Such w i l l  n o t  have ' t h e  t r a v a i l  o f  sou l  f o r  s i n n e r s  a s  used t o  be . '  
Having r e j e c t e d  t h e  Advent, and being given over  t o  t h e  de lus ions  of  Satan,  
' t h e  t ime f o r  t h e i r  s a l v a t i o n  i s  p a s t . '  This  does n o t ,  however, r e l a t e  t o  those  
who have n o t  heard and r e j e c t e d  t h e  f i r s t  and second m e ~ s a ~ e s . ~ 8  

Placed i n  t h a t  s e t t i n g ,  M r s .  White 's  s ta tement ,  based upon a v i s ion  o f  January 

5 ,  1849, t h a t  "Jesus would no t  l eave  t h e  Most Holy P lace ,  u n t i l  every case  was 



decided e i t h e r  f o r  s a l v a t i o n  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n , "  could reasonably be t i e d  

o t h e r  v i s i o n s  emphasizing, a s  i n  t h e  case  o f  t he  v i s i o n  t r a n s c r i b e d  by 

" A l l  who a r e  saved w i l l  be  t r i e d  upon ( t h e  Sabbath) i n  some way." The 
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t o  a number o f  

Bates ,  t h a t  

messages o f  t h e  

t h r e e  ange ls  a r e  t hus  seen by M r s .  White t o  be t h e  l a s t ,  solemn t e s t i n g  t r u t h s  of  

God's word and she  could urge t h e  embracing o f  t h e  f u l l  message a s  a solemn r e s p o n s i b i l i t y :  

I s a w  a company who s tood  w e l l  guarded and f i rm,  g iv ing  no countenance t o  those  
who would u n s e t t l e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  f a i t h  o f  t he  body. God looked upon them 
wi th  approbat ion.  I was shown t h r e e  s teps-- the f i r s t ,  second and t h i r d  a n g e l ' s  
messages. Sa id  my accompanying ange l ,  'Woe t o  him who s h a l l  move a block o r  s t i r  
a p i n  o f  t h e s e  messages. The t r u e  understanding o f  t he se  messages i s  o f  v i t a l  
importance. The des t i ny  o f  s o u l s  hangs upon the  manner i n  which they a r e  
rece ived . '  I was aga in  brought  down through these  messages, and saw how dea r ly  
t h e  people o f  God had purchased t h e i r  experience.  It  had been obta ined  through 
much s u f f e r i n g  and severe  c o n f l i c t .  God had l e d  them along s t e p  by s t e p ,  u n t i l  
H e  had p laced  them upon a s o l i d ,  immovable platform.69 

I n  December o f  1847, William M i l l e r  r epo r t ed  a dream t h a t  impressed him g r e a t l y  

and a l s o  a t t a i n e d  g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  those  c a l l i n g  f o r  a uni fy ing  upon t h e  c e n t r a l  

t r u t h  o f  t h e  t h i r d  angel .  I t  was i n  1848, r epo r t ed  James White, t h a t  he considered 

t h a t  t h e  dream w a s  given by d i v i n e  providence t o  exp la in  "our  p a s t  second advent 

experience" and as a guidepost  f o r  t h e  group then be ing  gathered.  Using t h e  

symbolism o f  t h e  dream, James White app l i ed  it t o  both t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  and ga ther ing  

experiences .  J u s t  a s  t h e  message of  t h e  f i r s t  and second angel  was i n i t i a l l y  

i n h i b i t e d  by f a l s e  shepherds wi th in  t h e  pre-1840 churches,  s o  had t h e  t h i r d  message 

been i n h i b i t e d  fol lowing 1844. Af t e r  t h a t  experience however, j u s t  a s  t h e  message o f  

t h e  two ange ls  reached e f f e c t i v e n e s s  fol lowing 1840, s o  were t h e  " d i r t  and shavings,  

sand and a l l  manner o f  rubbish ,"  t h a t  had i n h i b i t e d  t h e  proclamation o f  t he  t h i r d  

ange l  a f t e r  1844, be ing  removed beginning around 1848. White dec r i ed  such e r r o r s  a s  

those  systems t h a t  proclaimed t h e i r  pre-1844 experience t o  have been a mistake;  those  

systems t h a t  r emved  t h e  "landmarks" by preaching " d e f i n i t e  t ime" and consequently 

threw "darkness and doubt over  t h e  whole advent  movement"; those  systems t h a t  

embraced " s p i r i t u a l i s m  wi th  a l l  i t s  f a n c i e s  and extravagances";  and he a l s o  mentioned 

t h e  e r r o r s  of  S. S. Snow, who was c u r r e n t l y  p ro fe s s ing  t o  be "E l i j ah  t h e  Prophet ,"  and 

who " i n  h i s  s t r ange  and wi ld  c a r e e r ,  has  a l s o  ac t ed  h i s  p a r t  i n  t h i s  work o f  dea th ,  

and h i s  course  has  had a tendency t o  b r i n g  t h e  t r u e  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  wa i t i ng  s a i n t s  



i n t o  d i s r e p u t e  i n  t h e  minds o f  many hones t  s o u l s .  11 70 

White went on t o  name such a d d i t i o n a l  e r r o r s  as m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

millennium, t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  t h e  "no-work d o c t r i n e , "  and o t h e r s  whose end consequence 

w a s  t h a t  " t h e  t r u e  jewels were excluded from s i g h t . "  He con t inued :  

T h i s  harmonious sys tem o f  t r u t h  o r  ' c a s k e t '  has  been t o r n  i n  p i e c e s ,  and 
s c a t t e r e d  among t h e  rubb ish  by t h o s e  who have r e j e c t e d  t h e i r  own e x p e r i e n c e ,  and 
have den ied  t h e  ve ry  t r u t h s  t h a t  t h e y ,  w i t h  Bro. M i l l e r  s o  f e a r l e s s l y  preached 
t o  t h e  world.  71 

J u s t  as t h e  e s s e n t i a l  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  and second a n g e l  had been d i f f u s e d  by 

t h e  c r e e d a l i s m  p r i o r  t o  1840, so was t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l  n u l l i f i e d  by t h e  

s c a t t e r i n g  exper ience  a f t e r  1844. Relying upon t h e  symbolish o f  t h e  dream, however, 

James White looked toward a new exper ience :  

The man w i t h  t h e  " d i r t - b r u s h "  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  clear l i g h t  o f  p r e s e n t  t r u t h ,  a s  
b rought  t o  view by t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l ' s  message (Rev. 14:9-12) which i s  now purg ing  
t h e  e r r o r s  away from the remnant. The cause  o f  p r e s e n t  t r u t h  began t o  r e v i v e  
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1848,  and h a s  been r i s i n g  and g a i n i n g  s t r e n g t h  from t h a t  t i m e  t o  
t h e  p r e s e n t .  72 

E l l e n  White a g a i n  r e v e a l e d  h e r  concept  o f  a judgment based upon t h e  " l i g h t  

s h i n i n g  from t h e  mst Holy P lace"  as she  r e l a t e d  t h e  Sabbath  t r u t h  t o  t h e  M i l l e r  dream. 

She used t h e  dream s y m b o l i s m  o f  " s c a t t e r e d  jewels"  t o  mean God's t r u e  c h i l d r e n :  

The Lord h a s  o f t e n  g i v e n  me  a view o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and wants  o f  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  
j ewels  who have n o t  y e t  come t o  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  t r u t h ,  and t h a t  t h e  
messengers shou ld  speed t h e i r  way t o  them as f a s t  as p o s s i b l e  t o  g i v e  them t h e  
l i g h t .  Many, a l l  around us ,  o n l y  need t o  have t h e i r  p r e j u d i c e s  removed, and t h e  
ev idences  o f  o u r  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  s p r e a d  o u t  b e f o r e  them from t h e  Word, and t h e y  
w i l l  j o y f u l l y  r e c e i v e  t h e  p r e s e n t  t r u t h .  . . . (The messengers must) make it t h e i r  
f i r s t  o b j e c t  t o  do a l l  i n  t h e i r  power t o  advance t h e  cause  o f  t r u t h ,  and save 
p e r i s h i n g  s o u l s .  7 3 

Between 1848 and 1851, James White,  on a number o f  o c c a s i o n s  l i n k e d  t h e  new t r u t h  

o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  a n g e l s .  A s  d i d  E l l e n  White, he o f t e n  used 

t h e  t e r m  s h u t  door  as r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h o s e  p a s t  p i l l a r s  which,  combined w i t h  t h e  Sabbath ,  

c o n s t i t u t e d  p r e s e n t  t r u t h .  On August o f  1848, he wrote  concern ing  t h e  Sabbath:  

Here are t h e y  who keep t h e  commandments o f  God and t h e  f a i t h  o f  J e s u s .  Amen. 
My Bro ther  and S i s t e r ,  h e r e  i s  t h e  s t a n d a r d  t o  r a l l y  around. J e s u s  h a s  l e f t  h i s  
m e d i a t o r i a l  t h r o n e .  H e  is now c la iming  H i s  new kingdom. Do you b e l i e v e  it, I 
hope you do. W e l l  t h i s  i s  t h e  p r e s e n t  " f a i t h  o f  Jesus . "  So t h e  Shu t  door and 
Sabbath  is  t h e  p r e s e n t  t r u t h .  These t r u t h s  w i l l  form and keep up t h e  same mark 
o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  between u s  and u n b e l i e v e r s  as God made i n  1844. . . . F i r s t  is t h e  
Advent Angel o r  message o f  (Rev. 1 4 )  v e r s e s  6 and 7. Th i s  took p l a c e  from 1840 t o  
1843. Second is  a n o t h e r  a n g e l  i n  t h e  8 t h  v e r s e  c r y i n g  Babylon i s  f a l l e n .  Th is  



was i n  1844 when we a l l  rushed o u t  o f  Babylon. Next a t h i r d  a n g e l  appears  
w i t h  a warning message f o r  u s  n o t  t o  go back and r e c e i v e  t h e  marks we g o t  r i d  . 
o f  i n  1844. Well h e r e  y e s ,  r i g h t  h e r e  is  t h e  l i t t l e ,  d e s p i s e d  company who 
embrace t h e  7 t h  day Sabbath.  Oh how g l a d  I am t h a t  I know my whereabouts.  Y e s ,  
n e v e r  w a s  t h e r e  a peop le  whose p o s i t i o n  was s o  p l a i n l y  marked o u t  i n  t h e  Word 
as o u r s .  74 

A few nwnths l a t e r  h e  wrote  a g a i n ,  "The p r i n c i p a l  p o i n t s  on which we dwel l  a s  

p r e s e n t  t r u t h  a r e  t h e  7 t h  day Sabbath and Shut  Door. I n  t h i s  we wish t o  honor God's 

most h o l y  i n s t i t u t i o n  and a l s o  acknowledge t h e  work o f  God i n  o u r  Second Advent 

exper ience . "  James White f i rmly  embraced t h e  p i l l a r s  of the f i r s t  two a n g e l s ,  and 

combined w i t h  it t h e  l i g h t  s t reaming  upon t h e  message o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l .  ~ h u s  c o u l d  

he  w r i t e ,  "now ( i s )  t h e  t ime f o r  t h e  s a i n t s  t o  be g a t h e r e d  i n t o  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  

f a i t h ,  and be  s e a l e d  by one h o l y ,  u n i t i n g  t r u t h . " 7 5  

I n  a major a r t i c l e  appear ing  i n  P r e s e n t  T r u t h ,  James White noted t h a t  t h e  "breach 

t h a t  h a s  been made, and is  now be ing  r e p a i r e d ,  is i n  t h e  law o f  God." He saw t h a t  

as a work o f  solemn p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  the soon-coming d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  seven l a s t  

p l a g u e s  and r e l a t e d  it t o  t h e  s e a l i n g  s i n c e  "none b u t  t h e  marked, o r  s e a l e d  ones  

s t a n d  i n  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  t h e  Lord. So we s e e  t h a t  t h e  r e p a i r i n g  o f  t h e  breach i n  t h e  

l a w  o f  God, and t h e  s e a l i n g ,  are one and t h e  same work." A s  he p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  Sabbath 

as t h e  b a s i s  f o r  u n i t y ,  James White observed t h a t  i t s  B i b l i c a l  proof  was "so p l a i n  

and s imple ,  t h a t  a c h i l d  may unders tand  it," and t h a t  t h e  " s c a t t e r i n g  h a s  been from 

t h e  t r u e  p o s i t i o n ;  and t h e  g a t h e r i n g  w i l l  be  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t r u e  p o s i t i o n . "  During 

t h i s  g a t h e r i n g  t i m e  t h e  f o l l o w e r s  o f  God " w i l l  a l l  be u n i t e d  on t h e  g r e a t  s e a l i n g  

t r u t h "  o f  t h e  Sabbath.  H e  a g a i n  bypassed t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  exper ience  i n  h i s  use o f  t h e  

term " tes t imony o f  J e s u s "  by d e f i n i n g  t h a t  t e rm t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  pre-1844 exper ience  

w i t h  t h e  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  and second a n g e l ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  requirements  e s t a b l i s h e d  

between 1845-46: 

The p r e s e n t  t r u t h  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Sabbath ,  and o u r  adven t  exper ience ,  o r  as John 
h a s  it i n  Rev. 14:12; 12:17, " t h e  commandments o f  God, and t h e  f a i t h ,  o r  
t e s t imony  o f  Jesus  C h r i s t , "  is t o  us t h e  l i v i n g  b read  and wate r  o f  heaven.76 

M r s .  White agreed .  I n  t h a t  same i s s u e  o f  t h e  P r e s e n t  T r u t h ,  s h e  noted t h a t  t h e  

Lord had shown h e r  " t h a t  p r e c i o u s  s o u l s  a r e  s t a r v i n g ,  and dy ing  f o r  want o f  t h e  

p r e s e n t ,  s e a l i n g  t r u t h . "  I n  u rg ing  t h a t  t h e  "messengers" a c c e p t  t h e  urgency o f  



p r e s e n t i n g  t h a t  Sabbath  t r u t h ,  M r s .  White r e p o r t e d  t h e  words o f  an  a n g e l ,  "Speed t h e  

s w i f t  messengers,  speed  t h e  s w i f t  messengers;  f o r  t h e  c a s e  o f  e v e r y  s o u l  w i l l  soon be 

dec ided ,  e i t h e r  f o r  L i f e ,  o r  f o r  Death." Again, t h e  Sabbath is h e r e  s e e n  a s  a  b a s i s  o f  

judgment, a  judgment r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  l i g h t  t h a t  w a s  s h i n i n g  from t h e  Most Holy P l a c e .  

M r s .  White would u rge  t h o s e  who had accep ted  t h e  Sabbath message, " s i n c e  t h e  l i g h t  

shone o u t  o f  t h e  most h o l y  p l a c e , "  i n  1844, t o  " s tand  i n  t h e  gap" and p r e p a r e  o t h e r s  

t o  " s t a n d  i n  t h e  battle i n  t h e  day o f  t h e  Lord." 77 

James White, i n  two major a r t i c l e s  i n  1850, even more e x p l i c i t l y  r e l a t e d  h i s  

concep t  o f  judgment based  upon t h e  c e n t r a l  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  a n g e l s  t o  t h e  

e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  1840-50. The f i r s t  a n g e l ' s  message had r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  " l a s t  miss ion 

of  mercy t o  t h e  world;  and it h a s  been f u l f i l l e d . "  The world was t h u s  judged by t h e  

l i g h t  o f  t h a t  f i r s t  a n g e l .  The message was t e s t i f i e d  t o  by t h e  accompanying power o f  

t h e  Holy S p i r i t  and "procla imed w i t h  so lemni ty ,  z e a l  and h o l y  conf idence . "  To 

renounce t h a t  message w a s  t o  renounce t h e  b a s i s  o f  s a l v a t i o n .  S i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  message 

w a s  to  t h e  churches ,  b u t  was r e j e c t e d  by them, "Jesus and t h e  S p i r i t  o f  t r u t h  l e f t  

them f o r  e v e r ,  and t h e  churches  o r  Babylon f e l l . "  The solemn t e s t i n g  t r u t h  o f  t h e  

second a n g e l  c a l l e d  God's t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  from t h o s e  f a l l e n  churches .  " W e  know," 

he  excla imed,  " t h a t  t h e  t i m e  f o r  keep ing  a l l  t h e  commandments r i g h t  h a s  been s i n c e  

1844, s i n c e  God c a l l e d  us  o u t  o f  Babylon." He con t inued :  

I f  we  had s t a y e d  t h e r e ,  bound down by m i n i s t e r s  and c r e e d s ,  t h e  g l o r i o u s  l i g h t  
o f  t h e  Holy Sabbath  never  would have reached us ;  b u t  g l o r y  t o  God, t h e  second 
a n g e l ' s  message c a l l e d  us  o u t  from t h e  f a l l e n  churches  where we a r e  now f r e e  t o  
t h i n k ,  and act f o r  o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  f e a r  o f  God. 78 

A s  he  b rought  h i s  concep t  o f  solemn, t e s t i n g  t r u t h s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  t h i r d  

a n g e l ,  James White emot iona l ly  exclaimed : 

0 ,  my b r e t h r e n ,  what an  a w f u l l y  solemn s u b j e c t  i s  t h i s  now b e f o r e  us .  And what 
an  hour  w i l l  soon b u r s t  upon t h e  world l i k e  a t h i e f .  Never d i d  I have such 
f e e l i n g s  w h i l e  h o l d i n g  my pen as now. And never  d i d  I s e e  and f e e l  t h e  importance 
o f  t h e  Sabbath  as I do t h i s  moment. S u r e l y  t h e  Sabbath  t r u t h ,  l i k e  t h e  r i s i n g  
sun ascend ing  from t h e  east,  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  l i g h t ,  i n  power and i n  importance 
u n t i l  it i s  t h e  g r e a t  s e a l i n g  t r u t h .  Its r a y s  o f  h o l y  l i g h t  c h e e r  and s a n c t i f y  t h e  
t r u e  b e l i e v e r ,  and condemn t h o s e  who r e j e c t  it. 79 

A s  h e  observed  t h e  " l i g h t "  s h i n i n g  on t h e  Sabbath s i n c e  1844, James White drew 

upon Rev. 11:19 a s  s c r i p t u r a l  suppor t :  "And t h e  temple o f  God was opened i n  heaven, 



and t h e r e  was s e e n  i n  h i s  temple t h e  a r k  o f  h i s  t e s t a m e n t . "  Those who fol lowed J e s u s  

i n t o  t h e  Most Holy were d e p i c t e d  by John: 

H e  saw t h e  w a i t i n g  s a i n t s ,  a f t e r  t h e  2300 days  ended, by f a i t h  look ing  t o  t h e i r  
Great High P r i e s t ,  who s t a n d s  by t h e  a r k  i n  t h e  " h o l i e s t  o f  a l l . "  They a r e  
keeping t h e  commandments o f  God; and by f a i t h  they  s e e  t h e  a r k  o f  t h e  t e s t a m e n t ,  
o r  t e n  commandments i n  t h e  temple i n  heaven. . . . This  a l s o  shows t h a t  t h e  
t i m e  f o r  keeping a l l  t h e  commandments r i g h t ,  t h e  Sabbath w i t h  t h e  r e s t ,  h a s  been 
s i n c e  1844, where t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l  ' s message commenced. 

A s  E l l e n  White c a l l e d  f o r  a p u b l i c a t i o n  t h a t  would " s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  

remain" and " b u i l d  up God's peop le  i n  t h e  most h o l y  f a i t h , "  t h e  Second Advent Review 

and Sabbath Herald  c a l l e d  f o r  a g a t h e r i n g  based upon t h e  c e n t r a l  message o f  t h e  t h i r d  - 
a n g e l .  Its i n i t i a l  f o u r  a r t i c l e s  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  Sabbath q u e s t i o n ,  whi le  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  

pages  c a l l e d  f o r  a f o r s a k i n g  o f  " q u e s t i o n s  f o r e i g n  from t h e  p r e s e n t  t r u t h , "  and u n i t y  

upon t h e  c e n t r a l  t e s t i n g  t r u t h  o f  t h e  Sabbath .  I n  " c a l l i n g  t o  remembrance t h e  former 

days , "  James White d e c l a r e d  t h a t  h e  would r e p u b l i s h  many o f  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  t h e  former 

l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  M i l l e r i t e  movement, t o  g i v e  evidence t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  once 

espoused t h e  t r u t h s  of t h e  f i r s t  two a n g e l s ,  t h a t  t h e  Review con t inued  t o  endorse .  

Tha t  message c l e a r l y  came through f o r  a  l e t t e r  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  t h i r d  i s s u e  s t a t e d :  

The re-publishment o f  t h e  t e s t i m o n i e s  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  Advent p r e a c h e r s  a f t e r  t h e  
7 t h  month, '44 and ' 4 5 ,  is  s e a s o n a b l e ,  and it w i l l  have a  s a l u t a r y  e f f e c t  i n  
r e v i v i n g  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h o s e  who h o l d  s a c r e d  t h e  7 t h  m o .  c r y ,  and l e a d  them t o  a  
deeper  examinat ion o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  t r u t h - - t h e  shut-door  and t h e  commandments o f  
~ o d .  8 1  

The evidence o f  t h e  p e r i o d  we have been examining,  1844-51, seems t o  s t r o n g l y  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  pr imary f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  Prophecy d u r i n g  t h i s  t ime was 

t o  c r e a t e  t h e  k i n d  o f  atmosphere t h a t  would enab le  t h e  c e n t r a l  t r u t h  o f  t h e  t h i r d  

a n g e l  t o  be  r e c e i v e d .  Tha t  t r u t h ,  t o  be  p e r c e i v e d ,  i n i t i a l l y  meant h o l d i n g  t o  t h e  

t r u t h s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  two a n g e l s  whi le  a w a i t i n g  t h e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  would come wi th  

t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l .  Uni ty  t o  unders tand  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  seemed a  pr imary c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

We f i n d  E l l e n  White s t r o n g l y  u rg ing  t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  t h e  p a s t  p i l l a r s ,  o r  t h e  s h u t  door ,  

and s t r o n g l y  u r g i n g  u n i t y  upon t h e  c e n t r a l  t r u t h  o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l .  

James White alluded t o  t h e  k i n d  o f  solemn atmosphere c r e a t e d  by t h e  S p i r i t  o f  

Prophecy when he  d e s c r i b e d  a n  i n c i d e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  Sabbath confe rences  o f  1848. 

A b e l i e v e r  a t  one o f  t h e  meet ings  had n o t  accep ted  t h e  Sabbath t r u t h ,  who, a c c o r d i n g  
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t o  James, "was humble and good." Mrs. White w a s  g iven a  v i s i o n ,  d u r i n g  which t ime 

s h e  "took t h e  l a r g e  ~ i b l e ,  h e l d  it up b e f o r e  t h e  Lord, t a l k e d  from i t ,  t h e n  c a r r i e d  

it t o  t h i s  humble b r o t h e r  who w a s  n o t  on t h e  Sabbath and p u t  it i n  h i s  arms." The 

b r o t h e r  t e a r f u l l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  Sabbath  and James n o t e d ,  " I t  w a s  a n  a f f e c t i n g  t ime.  A l l  

wept much f o r  joy."82 

Obviously f e a r i n g  a r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  M r s .  White u rged ,  

"There are many p r e c i o u s  t r u t h s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  word o f  God, b u t  it is ' p r e s e n t  t r u t h '  

t h a t  t h e  f l o c k  needs now. I have s e e n  t h e  danger  o f  t h e  messengers running o f f  

from t h e  impor tan t  p o i n t s  o f  p r e s e n t  t r u t h ,  t o  dwel l  upon s u b j e c t s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  

c a l c u l a t e d  t o  u n i t e  t h e  f l o c k ,  and s a n c t i f y  t h e  s o u l . "  I n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  d i v i s i v e n e s s  

genera ted  by Joseph Ba tes  on t h e  i s s u e s  o f  s e l l i n g  o f  p r o p e r t y ,  p r a y i n g  f o r  t h e  

s i c k  b e f o r e  u n b e l i e v e r s ,  f o o t  washing c a r r i e d  t o  extremes,  M r s .  White, w i t h o u t  

ment ioning B a t e s '  name i n  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  s t a t e m e n t ,  s t r o n g l y  urged t h a t  t h o s e  i s s u e s  

n o t  become d i v i s i v e  f o r  t h e y  would d i f f u s e  t h e  c e n t r a l  message d u r i n g  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  

time. 8 3  

E l l e n  and James White b o t h  c o n s i s t e n t l y  c o n t r a s t e d  t h e  u n i t y  o f  views o f  t h o s e  

b e i n g  g a t h e r e d  i n t o  t h e  Sabbath  t r u t h  w i t h  t h e  v a r i e d  and c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a t t a c k s  upon 

t h e  Sabbath  by t h o s e  who were once u n i t e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  p r i o r  t o  1845. Indeed,  

t h o s e  c u r r e n t l y  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  Sabbath  were r e a c t i n g  s i m i l a r l y  t o  t h o s e  

who had adopted such c o n t r a d i c t o r y  and d i s u n i t e d  a t t a c k s  upon t h e  messages p r i o r  

t o  1844. Mrs. White no ted ,  "God's peop le  are coming i n t o  t h e  unity o f  the f a i t h ,  

and t h o s e  who observe  t h e  Sabbath  of t h e  B i b l e  a r e  u n i t e d  i n  t h e i r  views o f  R i b l e  

t r u t h .  But t h o s e  who oppose t h e  Sabbath  among t h e  Advent peop le  a r e  d i s u n i t e d ,  and 

s t r a n g e l y  d iv ided ."  Uni ty  upon t h e  c e n t r a l  t r u t h  o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l  became a  v i t a l  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  p e r i o d .  84 

It becomes a p p a r e n t  t h a t  a number o f  p o t e n t i a l l y  d i v i s i v e  i s s u e s  were r e l e g a t e d  t o  

"minor" importance d u r i n g  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  p e r i o d  and hence n o t  a l lowed t o  become 

d i v i s i v e .  A t  t i m e s ,  u n i t y  was ach ieved  upon a  "minor" p o i n t  t h a t  would l a t e r  become 

modif ied a f t e r  t h e  c e n t r a l  t r u t h  o f  t h e  Sabbath was f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  One such 



example o f  t h i s ,  t h e  t ime  t o  beg in  t h e  Sabbath ,  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  an example o f  such 

u n i t y .  I n  n o t i n g  t h a t  " t h e r e  h a s  been some d i v i s i o n  a s  t o  t h e  t ime o f  beg inn ing  t h e  

Sabbath ,"  and t h a t  some had begun t o  observe  it commencing a t  sundown i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  

t h e  m a j o r i t y  t h a t  b e l i e v e d  t h e  t ime  commenced a t  6 p.m., James White r e p o r t e d  a 

meet ing i n  Connec t icu t  where "we made t h i s  a s u b j e c t  o f  p r a y e r . "  Based upon an 

a p p a r e n t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  speak ing  " i n  an unknown tongue" through a prominent 

Sabbath-keeper,  E. H .  L.  Chamberlain, u n i t y  was ach ieved  upon t h e  6 o ' c l o c k  t ime f o r  

the Sabbath.  James White procla imed,  "Here is where t h e  Sabbath b e g i n s  a t  6 p.m. 

S a t a n  would g e t  us from t h i s  t ime.  But l e t  us  s t a n d  f a s t  i n  t h e  Sabbath a s  God h a s  

g i v e n  it t o  u s  and Bro ther  Bates."85 

A t  o t h e r  t i m e s ,  p o t e n t i a l l y  d i v i s i v e  i s s u e s  were j u s t  n o t  al lowed t o  become s o .  

James White r e a c t e d  n e g a t i v e l y  when t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  use o f  " swine ' s  f l e s h "  t h r e a t e n e d  

d i v i s i o n ,  s i n c e  some were advoca t ing  i t s  d i s u s e  a s  a C h r i s t i a n  du ty .  White procla imed 

t h a t  such a g i t a t i o n ,  d u r i n g  1850, w a s  harmful s i n c e  it tended t o  i n h i b i t  t h e  

p roc lamat ion  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  message s e e k i n g  t o  become e s t a b l i s h e d .  Such a "minor 

i s s u e "  t o  James White would " d i s t r a c t  t h e  f l o c k  o f  God, and l e a d  t h e  minds o f  t h e  

b r e t h r e n  from t h e  importance o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  work o f  God among t h e  remnant." Ne i the r  

James n o r  E l l e n  White wanted t o  r e p e a t  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  e ~ p e r i e n c e s . ~ ~  

I t  would seem t h a t  M r s .  White c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  Joseph Ba tes  concept  o f  t h e  judgment 

s i m i l a r l y ,  f o r ,  a f t e r  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  judgment, s h e  s t a t e d ,  i n  counse l  

o r i g i n a l l y  i n v o l v i n g  Joseph Ba tes :  

I a l s o  s a w  t h a t  t h e  shepherds  shou ld  c o n s u l t  t h o s e  i n  whom t h e y  have reason  t o  . 
have conf idence ,  t h o s e  who have been i n  a l l  t h e  messages,  and a r e  f i r m  i n  a l l  
t h e  p r e s e n t  t r u t h ,  b e f o r e  t h e y  advoca te  any new p o i n t  o f  importance,  which t h e y  
may t h i n k  t h e  B i b l e  s u s t a i n s .  

From t h e  o r i g i n a l  t e s t imony ,  it i s  l i k e w i s e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  s h e  w a s  u rg ing  Ba tes  t o  

b e  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  i d e a s  o f  James White i n  t h a t  r e g a r d .  I n  s e e i n g  t h e  Bates  

p o s i t i o n  as a n  i n n o v a t i o n ,  something proposed a f t e r  1844 d u r i n g  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  

t i m e ,  and something t h a t  tended t o  d e t r a c t  from t h e  importance o f  t h e  message o f  t h e  

t h i r d  a n g e l ,  s h e  a p p a r e n t l y  r a i s e d  s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n  abou t  t h a t  concept .  She seems 

i n s t e a d  t o  have f e l t  comfor tab le  w i t h  a concep t  o f  judgment based  upon t h e  messages 



o f  t h e  t h r e e  a n g e l s ,  a concept  t h a t  t i e d  t o g e t h e r  t h e  p a s t  and p r e s e n t ,  and one t h a t  

looked toward t h e  f u t u r e  t o  a t ime  when t h e  g a t h e r e d  f l o c k  procla imed a message f o r  

t h e  world.  87 

CONCLUSION 

What can we l e a r n  from t h e  v a r i e d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  group o f  Advent b e l i e v e r s  

fo l lowing  1844? Was t h e  group t h a t  r a l l i e d  around t h e  message o f  t h e  t h i r d  ange l  

d u r i n g  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  p e r i o d  o f  a - h i g h e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r  t h e o l o g i c a l  c a p a c i t y  t h a n  

t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s ?  How can we account  f o r  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h a t  l a t t e r  

group? E l l e n  White g i v e s  one obvious  answer: t h e  message i t s e l f .  I n  1900 s h e  wro te :  

A g r e a t  work i s  t o  be done i n  s e t t i n g  b e f o r e  men t h e  s a v i n g  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  g o s p e l .  
To p r e s e n t  t h e s e  t r u t h s  is t h e  work o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l ' s  message. The Lord 
d e s i g n s  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  message s h a l l  be t h e  h i g h e s t ,  g r e a t e s t  
work c a r r i e d  on i n  o u r  world  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  . . . The whole o f  t h e  gospe l  i s  
embraced i n  t h e  t h i r d  a n g e l ' s  message, and i n  a l l  o u r  work t h e  t r u t h  is  t o  be 
p r e s e n t e d  a s  it i s  i n  J e s u s .  . . . L e t  no th ing  l e s s e n  t h e  f o r c e  o f  t h e  t r u t h  
f o r  t h i s  time. The t h i r d  a n g e l ' s  message must do i t s  work o f  s e p a r a t i n g  from t h e  
churches  a peop le  who w i l l  t a k e  t h e i r  s t a n d  on t h e  p l a t f o r m  o f  e t e r n a l  t r u t h .  
Our message is a l i f e  and d e a t h  message, and w e  must l e t  it appear  a s  it is ,  
t h e  g r e a t  power o f  God. We a r e  t o  p r e s e n t  it i n  a l l  i t s  t e l l i n g  f o r c e .  Then 
t h e  Lord w i l l  make it e f f e c t u a l .  

She would a l s o  w r i t e ,  "The gospe l  message f o r  t h i s  t ime i s  comprised i n  t h e  t h i r d  

a n g e l ' s  message, which embraces t h e  messages o f  t h e  f i r s t  and second a n g e l ,  and which 

is t o  be procla imed everywhere;  f o r  it is p r e s e n t  t r u t h .  Th i s  message i s  t o  go f o r t h  

w i t h  g r e a t  d i s t i n c t n e s s  and power. "88 

James White would l i k e w i s e  o f f e r  an e x p l a n a t i o n .  I n  1852 he wrote  "A B r i e f  

Sketch o f  t h e  P a s t , "  i n  which he  c o n t r a s t e d  t h e  1852 p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  1844-46 

p e r i o d .  H e  no ted  t h a t  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  t ime  o f  "confusion o f  views and s c a t t e r i n g  o f  

t h e  p r e c i o u s  f l o c k , "  many who had o r i g i n a l l y  embraced t h e  Sabbath gave it up. He 

observed t h a t  some had t a u g h t  t h e  Sabbath " i n  a r a s h  manner," and t h e r e b y  provided 

f u e l  f o r  t h o s e  opposing t h e  Sabbath  t r u t h .  He t h e n  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  exper ience  

and t h e  Sabbath Conferences  o f  1848. He no ted  t h a t  h e r e  t h e  "work o f  u n i t i n g  t h e  

b r e t h r e n  on t h e  g r e a t  t r u t h s  connected w i t h  t h e  message o f  t h e  t h i r d  ange l  commenced." 

The work o f  u n i t y  invo lved  downplaying t h e  " d i v e r s i t y  o f  views" h e l d  by some on 

q u e s t i o n s  "of less importance."  James White p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  r e s u l t s :  "Where t h e r e  was 



b u t  abou t  a  s c o r e  of  advent  b r e t h r e n  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Ncw York t h a t  observed t h e  

Sabbath t h r e e  y e a r s  s i n c e ,  t h e r e  a r e  now probably  n e a r  one thousand,  and s e v e r a l  

hundred i n  t h e  Western S t a t e s ,  where t h e r e  were none,  t o  o u r  knowledge. ,I 89 

A s  M r s .  White, i n  t h i s  y o u t h f u l  p e r i o d  of h e r  m i n i s t r y ,  r e l a t e d  t o  what we today 

c a l l  "orthodoxy" and " h e r e s y , "  s h e  seemed t o  use h e r  i n i t i a l  two v i s i o n s  a s  touch- 

s t o n e s .  The " l i g h t "  s h i n i n g  upon t h e  pathway from behlnd r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  

re levance  o f  t h e  pre-1844 e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  messages o f  t h e  f i r s t  two a n g e l s ,  t h e  

end ing  o f  t h e  2300 days on October 2 2 ,  1844. I t  a l s o  meant fo l lowing  C h r i s t  i n t o  t h e  

Most Holy P l a c e  of  t h e  heavenly  s a n c t u a r y ,  where H e  was c o n t i n u i n g  t o  guide  t h o s e  

fo l lowing  H i m ,  and shedding t h e  c l e a r  l i g h t  upon H i s  law,  t h a t ,  combined wi th  t h e  

exper ience  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  gave t h e  key t o  t h e  Advent exper ience  and a l s o  provided a  

message f o r  t h e  world.  

Acceptance o f  t h a t  t h i r d  a n g e l ' s  message, however, involved a  t e s t .  The v a r i e d  

r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h a t  t e s t ,  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  w e  have examined seem a s  fo l lows :  (1) a r e j e c t i o n  

o f  t h e  p a s t  exper ience  t h a t  n u l l i f i e d  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n q e l ' s  message; 

( 2 )  mainta inance o f  t h e  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  n u l l i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n q e l ' s  message 

by accep tance  o f  a  number o f  competing t e a c h i n g s ,  t h e  end r e s u l t  o f  which was 

" s p i r i t u a l i z i n g "  away a l l  t h e  t e a c h i n g s ;  ( 3 )  main ta in inq  t h e  p a s t  exper ience  and 

c r e a t i n g  u n i t y  upon t h e  one c e n t r a l  message o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n q e l .  

The c e n t r a l  r o l e  o f  M r s .  White d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r l o d  invo lved :  (1) c r e a t i n g  an 

atmosphere o f  u n i t y  i n  which t h a t  c e n t r a l  message o f  t h e  t h i r d  ange l  could  f l o u r i s h ;  

( 2 )  n u l l i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l l y  d i v i s i v e  secondary i s s u e s  t h a t ,  a t  t i m e s ,  inc luded  

" s p i r i t u a l i z i n g "  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  presumed S c r i p t u r a l  t e s t s .  I t  seems c l e a r  t o  t h i s  

w r i t e r  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  SDA church cou ld  e a s i l y  have followed a  p a t h  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  

g a t h e r i n g  i n t o  Shakerism accep ted  by Enoch Jacobs  and h i s  f o l l o w e r s  were it n o t  f o r  t h e  

guidance o f  t h e  Lord through t h e  S p i r i t  o f  Prophecy. 

What abou t  t h o s e  t h a t  fo l lowed t h e i r  i n c l i n a t i o n s  and r e j e c t e d  t h e  l i g h t  s h i n i n g  

from t h e  Most Holy P lace?  M r s .  White would w r i t e  i n  1885, "When God l e t s  man have 

h i s  own way, it i s  t h e  d a r k e s t  hour of h i s  l i f e . "  T h t  experience, t r a g i c a l l y ,  would 



. . 
e x h i b i t  i t s e l f  a number of  t imes i n  SDA h i s t o r y .  I t  seemed always t o  e x h i b i t  i t s e l f  

during per iods  of  d i s u n i t y  wi th in  the  church. I t  w a s  during those per iods  of  d i s u n i t y ,  

u sua l ly  c r ea t ed  by magnif icat ion o f  t heo log ica l  p o i n t s  of d i f f e r ence ,  t h a t  E l l en  White 

s t r e s s e d  a coming toge the r  upon t h e  "grea t  t r u t h s  o f  t he  word o f  God," a s  she d id  i n  

t h e  af termath of  t h e  theo log ica l  f r i c t i o n  of  1888 when she observed: 

One man may be conversant wi th  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  and some p a r t i c u l a r  po r t ion  of  t h e  
Sc r ip tu re  may be e s p e c i a l l y  apprec ia ted  by him, another  s e e s  another  p o r t i o n  
a s  very important ,  and thus  one may p re sen t  one p o i n t ,  and another ,  another  p o i n t ,  
and both may be  of  h ighes t  value.  This i s  a l l  i n  t h e  o r d e r  of  God. But i f  a 
man makes a mistake i n  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  some po r t ion  o f  t h e  Sc r ip tu re ,  
s h a l l  t h i s  cause d i v e r s i t y  and disunion?--God fo rb id .  We cannot then  take  a 
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  un i ty  of t h e  church c o n s i s t s  i n  viewing every t e x t  of s c r i p t u r e  
i n  t h e  very same l i g h t .  The church may pass  r e so lu t ion  upon r e so lu t ion  t o  p u t  
down a l l  disagreement of op in ions ,  b u t  we cannot force  the  mind and w i l l ,  and 
thus  roo t  o u t  disagreement. These r e s o l u t i o n s  may conceal t h e  d iscord ;  b u t  they  
cannot quench it, and e s t a b l i s h  p e r f e c t  agreement. Nothing can p e r f e c t  un i ty  
i n  t h e  church b u t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  Chr i s t - l i ke  forbearance.  

She concluded h e r  thought  by c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  broad b a s i s  of  un i ty ,  "The 

g r e a t  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  word o f  God a r e  s o  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  none need make a mistake 

i n  understanding them. 

I n  1890, E l l en  White r e c a l l e d  t h a t  she was among t h e  few l i v i n g  who "had an 

experience i n  t h e  f i r s t ,  second, and t h i r d  ange l s '  message." A s  she r e f l e c t e d  upon 

t h a t  experience i n  1858, t h e  fol lowing seems p e r t i n e n t :  

Af t e r  Jesus  opened t h e  door of t he  Most Holy the  l i g h t  o f  t h e  Sabbath was seen ,  
and t h e  people o f  God were t o  be t e s t e d  and proved, a s  God proved t h e  ch i ld ren  o f  
I s r a e l  anc i en t ly ,  t o  s e e  i f  they  would keep h i s  law. I saw t h e  t h i r d  angel  
po in t ing  upward, showing t h e  disappointed ones the  way t o  t he  Ho l i e s t  o f  t h e  
heavenly Sanctuary. They followed Jesus  by f a i t h  i n t o  the  Most Holy. Again 
they  have found Je sus ,  and joy and hope sp r ing  up anew. I saw them looking back 
reviewing t h e  p a s t ,  from t h e  proclamation o f  the  second advent of  Jesus ,  down 
through t h e i r  t r a v e l s  t o  t h e  pass ing  o f  t h e  time i n  1844. They see  t h e i r  
disappointment expla ined ,  and joy and c e r t a i n t y  again animate them. The t h i r d  
angel  has l i g h t e d  up the  p a s t ,  p r e sen t  and f u t u r e ,  and they know t h a t  God has 
indeed l e d  them by h i s  mysterious providence .91 
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 he writer i s  aware t h a t  he is sugges t ing  a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  M i l l e r i t e  
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than  t h r e e  d i v i s i o n s  w i th in  t h a t  movement. I t  seems t o  t h e  w r i t e r ,  however, 
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1844 and e a r l y  1846, most f u t u r e  SDAs i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  t h e  d i v e r s e  group of minor i ty  
Advent is ts  r a t h e r  t han  wi th  t h e  M i l l e r i t e s  l e d  by J. V. Himes, who had abandoned 
t h e  October 22 d a t e  and t h e  s h u t  door by Apr i l  of 1845. 
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%bile it is  beyond t h e  scope of t h i s  paper t o  t r a c e  t h e  pre-October 22, 1844, 
r o o t s  of such a concept ,  it seems apparen t  that the concept  as developed w i t h i n  t h e  
minor i ty  Advent is t  body sprang from a convic t ion  t h a t  p roba t ion  f o r  t h e  "world" had 
closed and only those  who had accepted t h e  v i t a l ,  t e s t i n g  t r u t h s  of 1844 were can- 
d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  test.  S ince  t h e  M i l l e r i t e s  soon gave up t h e i r  concept of a 
s h u t  door,  they never r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  concept of a j u d i c i a l  judgment cen t e r ing  s o l e l y  
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knows of t o  a t tempt  t o  p re sen t  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  s h u t  door and what 
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