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SECOND COMING OF CHRIST.

Chriat was once offered to bear the sing of mony ; unie them that look
for him, shall be appear a eecood time witheut sn npto salvdiion.

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE.

‘We give in this day’s paper, the following brief account of
the proceedings of the Conference. Qur frienda will under.
stand that it is not the REPoRT, which they have contribut-
ed tn have printed; but ie ooly a brigf account, while the
Report that 48 to be given, containing the dissertations nn the
second advent, millenium, &c., will contain five times the
amount of matter contained in this recont.

Tiis, however, containsa very interesting report of the
Conference, which cannot @il tn be read with interest and
profit.  'We wiah to give it a general citculalion prepacatory
to the full repord; whirh wiil be got out in shout two menthe.
It will be printed in a baok form, and will cnntain from 150
to 200 pages. The price we canndt fix upnn now; but they
will be put to contributors at the cost. Let alfl those whe
wish tu 2id it the publicarion,send in their cuntributions with
specific direclions, how they will have it applied. Remem-
ber, that whalever you contribute, you can have in Reports
ot what they cost by the hundred; and can have them sent to
any place you direct.

We have propoesed to raite $500 for the distribution of our
Report. We now have about 8300, The rest we expect
wili bo made up without delay.

We propose (o supply, 1. The Theologicnl Seminsries of
tie land, 2. The ninisters of the gospel who are witling te
examine the subject. 3. The members of Clirist’s Lody—and
the world, to as great an extent as our means will alinw.
4, We shall gend them to foveign lands. (1} To our frieuds
in Great Britain, whom we sball get to assist us in this good
work. (2) '{‘o the missionaries of the crost in all tue world,
o far ax we can get access to them.

Our work is before us, Are we sincere In our faith of the
near approach af the Lord Messiah?  If we are, we shall
never want for the means to accomplish lhe ahove work.
Breitren, you have only to devote a Litfle of your Lord’s sil-
ver and gold, lhat be has given you, to atcomplish this work.

The politicians of this age have spent millivns of silyer and
gold to elevate & man, tn the Presidency of these United
States! Shalfl we not puur out our treasmres, to give the
slombering chorch and world, the news of the approach and
reign of our Eternal King 7 Have the daughters of Colum-
bia, by their indefatigable efforts in a few months’ tiwe rais.
ed $25,000, v finish a monument nf everlasting granite rear-
ed upon the top of Bunker Mill, to perpetuate deeds of mur-
der and the violation of God’s everlasting law ! And the
daughters of Zicn not give their attention, time, and money te
send forth the tidings of the speedy establishmept of the glo-
rious and everlasting kingdom of God upen Mueny Zion?
I'he money will not be wanting.

PROCEENNGS ¢F THE CONFERENCE ON THE SEc-
OND CO»ING OF OUE LORD JESUS CHRIST, HELD
IN LOSTON, ¥MASS. ocTober 14, 15, 1840,

The brethren assemrbled in the Chardon St
Chapel Oct. 14, at 10 o%elock a. m. J. V. Himes,
the pastor <ficlating in this Chapel, took the
siesk, and read the following call of the confer-
aiee, with appropricte Tremarks,

The undersigned, Lelievers in the Second Coming and king-
dom of the Messiah ** af hand,” copdially unite in the call of
a general Usnference of our brethren of the tUnited States,

and elgewliere, wha are also looking for the advent near, to
meet at Boston, Mass, Wednesday, Qct. 14, 1840, at 10
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o’clock, A. M, to continue two days; or as long ax may
then be found best,
The object of the Conference will not be to form a new or-
antzation in the faith of Cheist nor to assail others of our
greihren who differ from us in regard to the period and man-

'ner of the advent; but to disruss the whole subject fuithiully

and fairly, in the exercise of thay spirit of Christ, in which
it will be safe immediately tn meet him a¢ the judgment seat.

By 8o deing, we may accomplish much in the rapid, gener-
al and powerful spread of * the everlasting gospel of the
kingdom at hand,”’ that the way of the Lord may he speedily
prepared, whatever may be tlie precise period of his cnwing.

Having read the call, a chairman pro tempore
was called for, and Henry D. Ward was chosen,
David Millard addressed the Throne of Grace.

The chaitmas made the following remarks on
the cbject of the meeting, and the subject of
Conference.

My Brernnex axo Friswos :—We have con-
vened on a great and solemn consideration, the
near coming of our Lord in his kingdom. It be-
comes us to understaud, and to let others know,
that ours is npot a new doctrine. Souand Chris-
‘ians in every age have cherished it; il was the
universal faith of the primitive church; it is the
plain doctrine of the New Testament. The nov-
elty which seems to characterize our views, takes
its color from the errovs of a fallen church, and
will be entirely removed by the inspection of the
gospel, and of the ages of the records of the mar-
tyr-church.

The disciples came unto Jesus, after he bad
told them of the overthrow of the temple; and
they asked him of these things, when they should
be, and what should be the sign of his coming,
and of the end of the world. Hereplied to them
at large; but of the time when, he replied par-
ticularly, as follows :

“ But of that day and hour kroweth ne man,
no not the angels of heaven,but my Father only.
But as the days of Neoah were, so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be. For as in the
days of Noah, they knew not, until the flood
came, and took them all away; so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be.” (Mait. xxiv. 36
—40.) Nevertheless, he taught them especially
that the time would be skort, and added, “Watch
therefore, for ye know not what hour your Lord
doth come.” (Matt. xxiv. 42.)

In his last discourse with his disciples, re-
corded in the 14th, 15th, and 16th chaplers of
John, he warns them of his being about to leave
them; and promises them the Comforter; and
moreover that he would be abseut but “g Zitele
while; only ashort time. In chaprer xvi. 16,
He says: * A hitle while and ye shall not see
me; and again a little while and ye shall see
me, because I go to the Father. Then said
some of his disciples among themselves, what is
this that he saith unto us: A little while, and
ye shall not see me; and again a Httle while,
ard ye shall see me, becatse I go to the Father?
They said, therefore, what is this that he saith:
A Little while? Wo cannot tell wkat he saith.”

The same difficulty atiends on “some of his
disciples” to thts day; they do not understand
“the little while” he spoke of. They cannot
conceive how it could embrace aperiod of eight-
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een hundred years; aund, thereflore, they do not
know, neither can they tell what that means:
“ A little while” Bt that it embraces the
whole period frem the Lord’s ascension to hjs
second advent, is manifest [rom the fact, that the
Holy Spirit was promised, and is given, to be
the guide and comforier of his disciples during
that * Zittle while” of which the Lord spake.

The uncertzinty of the titne is everywhere set
forth in the Scriptures, and frequently in the
symbol of a thie! in the night; and likewise its
shortness is Insisted upen n many remarkable
passages. Awong these Icite that in Heb. x,
37, where the apestle, having in mind their de-
spondency under the protracted delay of the
Liord’s coming, exhorts them te patience, that
after they lad-done the will of God, they might
receive the promise, and not faint i their hearis,
and be discouraged, and so fall short of the glory
of God ; and then he adds with the most vigor-
ous expression, to assure them both of his com.
ing, and that very soon, these memorable words:
“ For yet a little while, end he that shall come
will come, and will not {arry :”° he will make no
annecessary delay.

I could cite many passages of the same sbrt
out of the Scriptures; but I content mysell with
one more, found it Rev. xxii. 20. “He which tcs-
tifietl: these things saith : Surely I come quick-
ly.”” Thase are proofs that the Lord taught in
his Jast communteations with his disciples g
earth, that he should come again atan unex-
pected hour, and that quickiy ; not in the article
of natural death,but in the clouds of heaven, and
the resurrection of the dead. Tor, “(kis same
Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in iike manner as ye have seen
him go into heaven.” And his coming is by no
means a daily event, or an occasion of national
judgment; or any other thing, but this only:
“ynio them that look for him, shall he appear
the second time, without sin unto salvation:™
{Heb. ix. 23,)ais coming in his kingdom, and in
the end of the world, to Judge the guick and the
dead.

That this was the manner in which the primi-
tive ages of the church understood the Hol
Word, is manifest from their records ; but before
I quote them, you may pilease to hear the high
testimony of two imperial Cesars, to the same
truth, from thetr throne of empire over the known
world,

The first of these royal witnesses is Domitian,
under whom St. John was banished to “ the 15l
of Patmos for the word of God, and for the testi.
mony of Jesus Christ.” Gibbon relates ou the
authority of Eusebius and Hegesyphus, that the
exnectation of the Lord’s coming 1n his kingdom,
aboat the end of the first century, was so gener-
al, and so confidently emterlzined, that the re-
port of it come to the ears of the emperor, and
troubled him; as the coming of the wise men
to Jerusalemn at the birth of Christ troubled Heye
od and all Jerusalem with him.  Domitlan
had brought before him from Judes, some of the
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royal seed of David, sarviving in the person of
grandsons of Jude, the Lord’s brother: and he
demanded of them, if they were of the family of
David. They =aid it was most true. Then the
emperor would know ‘what kind of a kingdom
they expected, and when it would be. They re-
plied that it is not a terrestrial kingdom, but ce-
lestial, and its time is in the end of this world.
The emperor, seeing their hands were hard, and
they were poor laboring mer, despised them
andysgt them at liberty, not regarding the king
dom to come, if he micht be allowed to have
that which is now here,

The other emperor whoe is witness for our
doeirine, is the nephew of Constantine the great.
His name is Julian, called the apostate; because
he was educated a Christian, and when he camet
to the throne, he disowned the faith, and restor-
ed the worship of the vain gods of the heathen.
The Christians of that day, A, D, 360, feared lest
he would turn to persecute them again: batin
a letter preserved by Baronins, Jultan assured
one that he would not molest the Christians
generally ; but there are some, he said, whe
have made themselves rich on the plunder of the
Valentinians, whose wealth he should distribute
among his soldiers, that these believers might ga
lighter on their way to the kingdom.of heaven
which even now they expect. Thus the aposiatg
cmpetor taunted the believers of his age for theit
folly in continuing even to that time, to look fo}
the-coming and kingdom of the Lord proclaimed
in the gospel; and he mocked them for enterw
taining the. hope of the Lword’s coming in his
kingdom, which continued to distinguish the
church in the fourth eeatury,

From this testimony of crowned heads, and
enamics of cur faith, I turn 10'the witness of the
early and eminent christian martyrs, to prove the
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same thing out of their meek lips ; to wit: that
they verily understood the gospel to be glad ti-
dings of the near coming of our Lord ic his

1

Klagdem, and in the end af this world, even as
we believe at this day.

St. Clement of Rome, whose name is held in}kingdom of God, dear brethren, may stand for

the highest respect among the Christians of an-
tiquity, and who is counted a saint in the Cath-
olic chureh, and by whose pame our Episcopal
brethren call one of their churches in New York,
flourished A. D. 95; and about that time wrote
two letters to the church of Corinth, in the name
and behalf of the presbyters and brethren of the
church of Rome, In the first of these letters,
Clement speaks of the coming and kingdom of
our Lord on this wise,~—* Let that be far from
us which is written: miseialle arethe double-
mianded, (1) and those who are doubtful in their
hearts ; who say : These things have we heard,
and our fathers have told us these things; but,
bshold, we are grown old, and pone of them has
happened unto ms. (b) O ye fools! consider
the trees; tuke the vine for example : first it
sheds its leaves, then it puls forth buds, after
that, it spreads itz leaves, then its flowers, thea
comes the sour grapes, and after them follows
the ripe frait, You see how in a Hitle time the
fruit of the trees comes to maturity. Of a truth,
yet a lithe while, and his will shall be aceom-
plished suddenly, the Holy Scripwre itseif bear-
ing witness, that he shall quickly come, and not
tarry; (c) and the Lord shall suddenly come to
his temple, even the Holy ONE whom ye look
for”” (@) Clem. 1 Cor, xi. 11,

The-texts embodied in these words prove, that
St. Clement entertained the same conceptions of
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divine truth, in which we are assembls
this day,

Ignatius, bishop of Antioch, an illustrious mag-
tyr of the year A.D.107,1n a letter writ'en at an
advanced age, while he was waiting to be offered
to the lions, said te Poiycarp, ¥ We ought to en-
dure all things for God’s sake, that he may bear
with us. Be every day better than other: con-
sidet the times, and expect Him who is above
all time, eternal, invisihle, though for our sakes
made visible.” {Ig. to Pol, 1, 15) The injnne-
tion ta “consider the times and to expect’ the.
coming of the Lord, was not more suitable-A.D.
107, than it i3 in this day; and in accordance
with its counsel we have come together, to con.
side(li the times, expecting the approach of oug
Lord,

Justin Martyr, in his second apology to the
emperor, Antoninus Pius, A. D. 150, section 7,
says: “ Wherefore Gad delays also to make the
overthrow and dissclution of all the world, that
wicked angels, demons, and men, should sur-
vive no longer, only on account of the seed of
Christians ;—since unless it were so,—the fire
of judgmentyfalling, would dissolve all things,”
&c. Thus we find this eminent martyr looking
for the end of the world, and for the judgment
day.

3;.. D. 192. Clement of Alexandria, in his ads
dresy to the heathen, says: * Therefore, Jesus
cries alond, persomally urging us, because thy
kingdom of heaven is at kand ; he converts nery
by medns of fear.” Inthe same fear, sinnery
hecome converts at this day: and we assemblg
together, in the same view of the kingdom aw
hand, which Clement urged -upon the people of
his age, '

A. D. 250. St. Cyprian, bishop of* Carthage,
a martyr, and one of the most distinguished fath-
ers, in commenting on the Lord’s prayer, Thy
kingdom come [ says among other things, “ We
pray for the coming of that our kingdom, which}
has heen promised to us by God, and was gain-
ed by the hlood and passion of Christ. The

d togetheq’

Christ himself, whom we daily wish to come,
and for whose advent we pray, that it may be
guickly manifested tous,” Inihe same spirit
and hope we assemble here, praying lor, and be-
Heving near, the glorious advent of our Lord in
Bis heavenly kingaom, as St. Cyprian did, A, D
250.

A. D. 350, 8t Cyril, bishop of Jerusalem, on
the apostle’s creed, says: * Our Lord Jesus
Christ then comes from heaven, and he comes
with glory at the end of this wotld, in the lasy
day. For this world shall have an end; and
this created world shall be made anew: but as
to the time, let no one be corious, And ven-
ture not thou to declare whea these things shall
bz ; nor on the other hand abandon thyself to
stumber. For ke saith: « Watch, for in such an
hour as ye think not, the Son of man cemeth.’
But secing that it behoved us to know the signs
of the end, and whereas we are looking for
Christ, therefore, that we may not be deceived
and perish,” &c. .Precisely in the sdme sense
with the eminent St. Cyril, of Jerusalem, we
couvene here this day, “secing it bekoves us to
know the signs af the end, and whereas we” also
are looking for the Lord’s appearing,

This Cyrl was of the age of Julian the apos.
tate, who reviled Christinns, with even to that
time expectingthe King to come in his heavenly
kingdom : which plainly Cyril deserved, and
St Chrysostom and St. Jerome, and the mnlti-

a Jawes i, 5. b2 Pet. iii, 4. e Heb, .37, d Mal, iii, 1.
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er, wonld merit 1his reproach of the apostate,
were he to cast it at them on the stage of life
now.

‘We come here, my brethren and friends, to re-
vive this apostolic doctrine, and to review the
faith of the gospel after the image of primitive
christianity,

We assemble here to awaken our own sym-
pathies, together with the slumbrering faculties
of our fellow Christians, o the doctrine of the
Lord’s coming, as it was held hy the great re-
farmers ot the 16th century: not to contend
with oprosers, not to dispute among ourselves,
not fo raize the banner of a new sect; but out
of every sect to come into the unity of the faith
as it is in Jesus, with charity toward all, our-
selves in the exercise of christian liberty, and
not afraid of obliquy for the sake of our coming
Lord.

One word from Jomn Mmron, author of Par-
adise Lost, and of Paradise Regained; a name
rot to be despised by the men of this age, though
e entered fully into the doctrine of the Lord’s
coming, as we do at this day. Tr a prayer for
England, he calls on the Lord, and concludes
with- saying: ¢ When thon, the eternal and
shortly expected King shall open the clouds, to
judge the several kingdoms of the world, and—
shalt put an end to all earthly tyrannies, pro-
claiming thy universal and mild monarchy
through heaven and earth.”—

I have brought these things to your uotice,
that we may be able to meet at the very door
all charges of “ new Zight,” and novelty, which
unlearned men are sometimes ready te cast up-
on the faith and practices of the primitive charch,
the reformers, and many of the most renowned
of the clergy and laity of England, and of our
own country,

-~

The Conference sung the Hymn commencing:

“ From whence doth this union arise,”

A committee of nominations was appointed, o
.report in the afternoon.

Josiah Litch, of Basthamn; occupied the remain-
det of the morning, enlisting the attention of the
Conference to an elaborate discourse on Christ’s
coming in glory ; which will be given with the
other dissertations in the full report of the pro-
ceedings.

Wednesday, Oct. 14. P. M.

The brethren engaged in singing, prayer, and
social conference, until three o'clock, when the
chairman took his seat, and the committee ap-
peinted in the morning, made report, and accord-
ingly the following appointments were made,
viz:

HENRY DANA WARD, Chairman.

Davip MirLarp, Jostag Seavey, J. Lorp, R.
W. ReEep, Assistants.

Heney Jowes, P. R. Russery, Secretaries.

Committee of Arramgements. J, V., Hmgs,
J. Liten;, Joserr Bates, Cnarres F. Seevens,
StepHEN GoCDHUE.

Contmittce of Finance and the Roll. Danizr
Mgrritr, Wwu. Cragx, Carvix Frexer, Na.
THANIEL BIrLiNgs.

J. V. Himes read a letter from Bro. Miller’s
gon; Low Hampton, Washingten Co. N. Y,
stating the illness of his father, which deprived
the Conference of much anticipited satisfaction
in his presence,

The chairman then delivered a diseourse on

tude of later saints; but few Christians, howev-

the history of the docirine of the millenium,



SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

——

i—

showing from records of antiquity, the progress
of the doctrine and its changes, from its origin
to this day, and also its incompatibility with she
faith once delivered to the apostles and saints,
which is manifest in the common form of doc-
trine incoleating a temporal bliss, and spiritval
coming of the Lord in this world.

Wednesday Evening, Oct. 14.

Conference opened with singihg and prayer,
and mutuai exhortation. Henry Jones present-
ed some extracts and remarks on the Confessions
of Faith, and the Standard of the churches, re-
lating to the second coming of Christ, &c., sus-
taining the sentiment of Mr. Ward's discourse
on the milleninm.

E'xtracts fromvarious Churek creeds. and remarks coms

muntcated by Henry Jones.
REFORMED DUTGH CHURCH.

¢ Article 3T—Judgment. Finally, we believe according to
the word of God, when 1he time “appoivied by the Lord,
{which is unknown 1o all creatures,) is come, and the number
of the eleet complete, that our Lord Jesus Christ will come
from heaven corporally and visibly as he ascended, with great

lory and majesty : * * * Therefore we expect that great

ay with a most ardent desire, to the ead that we may fuily
3enl|uy the promises of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” Even
Iso ; come Liord Jesus. Rev.xxii. 20.°* [R, D. Ckurch Psalms
:and Confessions. ]

If, indeed, as Wis church hero publicly declare, they look
for, or < expect that great day’’ of Christ’s coming &c. with
4 most ardent desire; then “ fully* to ¢ enjoy e prowmises
of God;** surcly, they < are looking out for it af hand, rath-
er than more ardently desiring its being » thousand years off.”

PRE‘SBYTERIAI‘ AND} COKGRAGATIONAL CHURCHES.

** Quesiion. Wherein doth Christ’s exaltatiun consist ?

Answer. Chirist’s exaltation consmsieth in his rising again
from: the dead on the third day; his aspending up into heaven;
sitling on the right hand of God she Father, and ia his com-
ing to judge the world at the last day.” *orox & ox

“ Quesiion. What do we pray for in the second petition?
[of the Lord’s praver.]

Answer. In the second petition which iz “thy kingdom
comes”” we pray thay Satan’s kingdem may be destroyed, [m-
terly, at Chrim’s comin§] 1hat the kingdom of grace may be
advanced, ourselves and others broaght into it and kept fu i,
:and il the kingdom of giory may be hastened,””

Presbyterion Chureh Confessions.

In these questions and ansivers, found also in
the « Westminster Assembly’s Catechism,”
which has long been a doctrinal platform of the
Presbylerian and Congregational churches; they
virtnally deny the now popuiar doctrine of
Christ’s cowning again, to reign spiritually, or to
have part of his * exzaltatioa” in a milleniom’ of
this world, before his coming “in his kingdom
to judge the world at the last day.” If then, as
they turther say, we should pray, and pray in
faith, that these great events of «“the kingdom of
glory™ at the judgment of “ the last day,” “ may
be hastened ; we cannot of course, desire, nor
pray in faith for their being delayed, so long as
to give time for a temporel millenium first,
And though they have refrained, and very justly
too, in my own view, from fixing a time, I can-
not but cordially harmonize with them in their
published faith on this subject, with my most
earnest and daily prayers that all those things,
with the very kingdom of glory may be hasten-
|edl”

EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

¢ Article 4. Chrisi did truly rise from death he as-
‘cended inen heaven, and 1bere sitteth until he return to judge
ail man at the last day.”’ { Church Prayer Book.)

THE APOSTLE’s CREED.

¢ He [Christ] ascended into heaven and sitieth on the right
baed of God tha Father, from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the deed.” [Church Prayer Book.]

FICEAN CREED.~—~COMPOSED 4. D. 325

# He [Christ] ascended into beaven and sitteth oa the right
hand of God. And he shall come again with glory to judge
both the quick ond dead, whose kiogdom [then coming] shall
have no end.”” {Church Prayer Book)

XETHODIST EFI3C0PAY, CHURCH.

¢ Article 3. Christ &1 truly rise ftom the dead,—he as-
ceoded into heaven, and there sitteth untit he returo to jndge
the world atthe last day.” (Discipline Meth. E. Church.)

Without fixing a time, the Episcopal and
Methodist ehurches here also, seem expressly
and purposely to exclude {rom their public faith,
the now common notion of Christ’s * invisible ap-
pearing,’” as it has been called, to reign spiritu-
ally during a millenivm of this world, and pre-
vious to the resurrection. For surely they can
mean no less by affirming as they do, distinctly
and positively, that having “ ascended into hea-
ven ;' he * there sitteth, until Le return to judge
all men;”or “to judge the world at the last
day.” Though at this much later period of 1ime,
in the fulfitment of the prophetic signs, of the
day at hand, our conviction of its special near-
ness should be deeper than had we lived in their
day. Sureiy their phraseology is right, still, and
will continge to harmonize, with the doctrine of
Christ, John, and others of the holy writers, that
“ the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” until as the
lightning frorn heaven, this very kingdom shall
come.

So far as I can yet learn, this flaitering and
secular doctrine, if it may be so called, is so al-
together modern, that there is no dencmination
of Christians nror individual church, which has
published it 1o the world, as an article of their
creed. Should any individual of the zongrega-
tion know of one instavce lo the contrary, they
are requested to report accordingly_to this Con-
ference before its close, or by to-morTow evening.
And yet, it is supposed o be a fact, from the
most diligent researches, that in case of the sev-
eral evangelical denominations, who have adopt-
ed a uniform creed for their whole sect, as in
rase of the above, they have also, condemned or
excloded the doctrine of a mere spiritual coming
and reigning of Christ himself, hefore his actn-
ally coming « with power and great glory,” o
judge the world at the last day.” And after sl
these long standing end yet abiding public pro.
fessions of disbelief in a millemium of Christ’s in-
visible reign in this present evil world ; the dark-
ness on this subject is now so great, by reason of
the false prophet and otherwise, that there are
supposed to be multitudes of the watchmen of
the denominations making these very professions,
who after all, are so sanguine in the opposite
faith, . e. of a milienium in As world, before
Christ’s real retnm, with his kingdom ; that
they seemingly dare not admit to their pulpits,
this blessed doctrine of thelr own creeds, that
Christ’s second or next coming, is at hand, with
a kingdom and milleninm lo be glorious and ev-
erlasting, and the sure pottion of all them * thar
love his appearing”

J. Litch followed with an able discourse on
the chronology of prophecy.

'Fhe exercises of the evening coneluded with
reading the Circular Address, by Henry Jones;
which will be found in the eonclusion of the
proceedings.

Thursday, Oct. 15. A. M.
.Conference opened with religious exercises.

A Committee of Foreign Correspondence was
chosen, consisting of J. V. Hmes, Wi Mizrer,
H. D. Wagn, J. Lrron, Hexgy Jonzs.

And a Committee of Publication consisting of
H. D. Wagp, J. V, Hiugs, Wa. Crark.

After which, Henry Jones delivered a studied
discourse on the restoration of Iswael: showing
it to be the restoration of God’s believing Israel,
to the “ New Jerusalem.”

Thursday Oct. 15, P. M.

Opened with prayers and mutual exhortation.
The Conference heard from different members
very interesting reports of the introduction and
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progress of the doctrine of the kingdom of heav-
en at hand, in the various places of their abode.
Among them were Russell of Springfield, Liteh
of BEastham, Miilard of Faithaven, Lincoln of
Portland. Me, and Ileed of Swafford, Vi.  After
which, the commuuion of the Lord’s Supper was
adininistered by Messrs. Russell and Litch, 10
some two hundred or more communicants of dif-
ferent evangelical denominations, many of who
were from remote distances. During, and after
this service, interesting remarks were continued
by a number of the fiiends of the cause. And
such a time of remembering the Lord’s death
:ill he come, among his scattered and divided
people, has hardly taken place, since the ¢ fuli-
ing mwey first,”’ took place.
Thursday Evening, Oct. 14

J. V, Himes presented the discourses which
Wi, Muier had prepared for this Conference,
and now had forwarded ; one on the chronology
of prophecy, the other on the Judgment. The
latter was read by Bro. H. and listened to with
deep interest and profound atiention.

RECOMMENDATION OF THE ‘‘sIGNs oF THE TiMES.”

Resotved, That we heartily approve of the
establishment of the paperin Boston, Mass. call-
ed“ TrE Signs or e Tiues,” edied by Jushua
Y. Himes, for the dissemination of light on the
subject of the uear approach of the glovicus king-
dow of cur Lord and Savior Jesus Christ; and
we Lelieve it calenlated to do immense good 1o
the souls of men, by leading them to 2 morve dii-
izent study of the ]-}Ioly Scriptures, and awaken-
ing in them a more earnest desire and effort 1o
be prepared for the great and glorious event.

Resolved, 'That we earnestly recommend that
all our friends, betievers in the kingdom near, to
excrt themselves to increase its circulation, by
obtaining snbseribers among theiracquaintances.
and thus assist in extending the knowledge of
the coming of the Lord, ¥nd leading men to a
preparadon to meet hin.

Resolved, That it is an inquiry worthy of the
serious consideration of all who either fully be.
lieve, or are partizlly convinced of the near ap-
proach of the kingdom of God, and of the neces-
sity of spreading light on this momentous sub-
ject, whether they are acting as they will wish
to be found when the Lord appears, by patroniz.
ing = religlous press, either indifferent and silent
on this subject, or openly hostile to the discus-
sion or spread of the doctrine, to the entire neg-
lect of one entirely devoted to this great object,

“prEraLsT.”!

Whereas, A publication entitled « Taz Tig-
£RansT,” published in Philadeiphia, being a
republication of English works, by sound Eng-
lish divines, on the doctrine of the Second Ad-
vent,—and whereas, we believe it to be a val-
uable auxiliary in extending the dectrine of the
kingdom of God,-~therefore “

Resolved, That we cordially recommend it 1o
the patronage of the friends of this cause, and to
the christian public generally.

ANOTHER- €ONFERENCE.

Resolved, That our Commitiee of Correspond-
ence be authorized to call another General Con-
ference as soon and at-such place, as they may
deem expedient.

J. V. Himes proposed raising FIVE HUN-
DRED DOLLARS, to publish the Acts of the
Conference which was supported by an animat-
ing address from him,and ag; from J. Litch, was
sustained by the addreses of several others, and

by the spirit and contributions of the conference.
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

The Conference now supg the Hymnn begin-
ning,
* When thow iy righleous Judge shall come,”
Closed with the Benediction,

CIRCULAR.

Tue ADDRESS OF THE CONFERENCE oON THE SEC-
OND ADVENT OF THE LORD, CONVENED AT BOS-
TON, MAS3. 0oTOBER 14, 1840.

The first General Conference on the second
coming of our Liord Jesus Christ, unto  all that
in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ
our Lord, both theirs and ours.”

Berovep BreTEREN:—The Lord Jesus, in
his last discourses with the disciples, abundanty
testified, that he will come again, in ““a little
while,” for their salvation: and for the exe-
cution of righteous judgment upon the quick
and dead, in the glory of his heavenly dominion.
He began his public ministry on the earth, by
proclaiming this holy gospel of His kingdem,
that men should repent and tarn to God, because
“the kingdom of heayen is at hand.” For
tgis he taught his disciples daily to pray, say-
ing, “thy kingdom come, thy will be done zn
earth, as it is in heaven.””? And as a memorial
of his death, a symbol of s resurrection, and a
pledge of his shortly returning in that promised
kingdom, he instituted the Sacrament of his
Supper, and enjoined its observanre, il ke comes.
And he foretold signs of his return, which com-

ing to pass before our eyes, we feel conslraineq

with holy fear and humble joy, to remember his
gracious words : “ And when these things begin
to come to pas®, then look up,"and lift up your
heads, for your redemption draweth nigh.”

Tt is written for our adinonition, on whom the
end of the world is come, that * when he shall
have accomplished to scalier the power of the
lioly people, all these things shall be accomplish-
ed.” (Dan. zii. 7.) We see that power scattered
beyond all precedent, in the strife of parties, in
christendom ; and in the efforts made to rally
the world around the banner of various denomi-
nations in Zion, for the bope of a 1housand years’
triamph before the Lord’s appearing, rather than
to awaken all nations with the gospel trumpet,
to expect the coming King, and to gather thein-
selves around the banner of Jesusand the resur-
rection, © for the day of the Lord ceineth, for it
is nigh at hand.”

The primitive church was a victerious host:
it went forth from Jerusalem conquering and to
conquer. The nations were subdued before it:
enemies were converted by the patience and Aope
of their christian victims; which patience wait-
ed for the coming of the Lord, and which hope
took held on heaven, not on a temporal milleri-
um. Al the ages from the day of Pentecost’s
illummination to the extinetion of the imperial
power in Rome, confessad the faith, once for all,
delivered to the saints, that Christ’s kingdom is
at hand, not of this world, but of * the celestial
wétld™” o come. When the apostacy had cor-
rupted the hody of the church, and the glory had
departed from Israel, the calamily of the holy
people was manifest in their indifference toward
the deferred hope of the Lord’s coming, and in
their lively worship of departed spirits, relics of
saints, and graven images.

The darkness which overcast the horizon of
christendom wfter this, has procured, for a long
period the name of “ the dark ages,” The eye
of faith, was feebly directed to the Lord’s near
coming, and the church was given “ aver to be~

lieve the lia” that the blessed God, had given
the dominien of.this world to the administration

of one bishop. And in that srame day in which
the inirepid reformers encountered the Latin
hierarchy, and threw off the papal yoke, they
revived the fainting hope of the Lord’s appear-
ing for the overthrow of anti-christ, and the
dispensation of the final judgment.

Whether the Reformers were right ar not, in
this view of the Lord’s doctrine, they girded their
loins, they fought the batile, and they won the
victory of ithe reformaiion ; and right or not, in
this view of the Lord’s doctrine, they accorded
exactly with the faith of the ancient church ; and
in this view they laid the foundations ‘of the
creeds and standards, and confessions of faith of
every Protestant denomination; so that on them
noman can build the hope of a kingdom for
Christ, or his people, in this world ; and as they
were right in this view of the Lord’s doctrine,
and the ancient church was right in the same
view, the great majority of their nominal follow-
ers are Wrong : for now the church of the reform-
ation, also, has forsaken her first love, and holds
the doctrine of the kingdom in tAés world, a doc-
irine never admitted at all in the ancient chureh,
nor in the churches of the refernation, until
within the last century.

Our object in assembling at this time, our ob-
ject in addressing you, and our object in other
efforis, separate and combined, on the subject
of * the kingdom of heaven at hand,” is o revive
and restore this ancient faith, to renew the ancient
landmarks, to “ stand in the ways and see and ask
for the old paths, where is the good way” in which
our fathers walked and the martyrs  found rest for
their souls.” We have no purpose to disitact the
churches with any new inventions, or fo get to
ourseives a name hy siariing arother sect among
the follewers of the Lamb. We neither con-
demn, nor'rudely assail, others of a faith differ-
ent from our gwn, nor dictate in matters of con-
science for our brethren nor seek to demolish
theit orpanizations, por Luild neWw ones of our
own ; but simply to express our convictions like
Christians,* with the reasons for entertaining
them, which have persuaded us to understand
the word and promises, the prophecies and the
gospel of our Lord, as the first Christians, the
primitive ages of the church, and the profound-
ly learned and intelligent reformers have unani-
mously done, in the faith and hope that the Lord
will # come quickly,” “in his glory,” to foifil
all his promises in the resurrection of the
dead,

As believers in this glorious and yet “terri-
ble day of the Lord” « ai hand,” it does not be-
come us {o judge, censure, or condemn, others,
who see not as we do in regard to this subject,
ner to show our zeal for the faith hy personally
denouncing scoffers and gainsayevs. We desire
to be humble before the Liord, to deferall judg-
ment to that iribunal, before which we ourselves
must shortly stand ; and mindful of his good-
nesa, who rescued us from the snare of delusion,
in which we were taken once in common withthe
rest of our brethren, we would be charitable to-
ward all, and especially patient with opposers
and revilers, who substituie abuse for argnment,
and pervert our opinions before they venture to
try them hy the law and the testimony. We
Lseek not the honor of this world, nor do e fear
its frown ; but in the meek and quiet spirit of the
gospel, we would walk in all the ordinances of
our respeciive churches blameless, and exhibit
in the purity of eur lives, the holiness and pow-
er of the doctrine we profess, in the hope of the-
appearing of our Lor(}) it his heavenly kingdom.

Though in some of the less inportant views of

this momentous sukjeet, we are not ourselyes
agreed, particularly 1n regard to fixing the year
of Christ’s second advent, yet we are unani-
mously agreed and established, in this ail absor-
bing point, that the coming of the Lord to
judge the world, is now specially “ nigh at
hand.”

We are also agreed and firmly persuaded, that
the poptlar theory of a thousand years, or more,
of the spiritual and invisible reign of Christ, “ér
this present evil world,” where death 1eigns
unto the coming of the Lord in his glory, is
altogether unscriptural, and naturally tending to
comfort sinners in their evil ways, and to dis-
hearten the faithful ; inasmuch as it takes away
heavenly and eternal promises from the latter,
only to convert them to the temporal use of the
former, should they live, as they hope to witness
and enjoy millennial bliss in the conversion of
themselves, and of this world.

We are also agreed, that at the very com-
mencement of the miilenium, -the Lord will
come inthe glory of his Father;and all the saints
with him, and that the sinners then remaining
alive and ungodly, will be slain by the sword of
the Lord, or * taken™ and ‘“cast alive with the
beast and the false prophet, into a lake of fire
bumnicg with brimstone ;” instead of being all
converted to the obedience of the goapel, which
is clearly shown in Rev. xix, 11 to 21.

Again, we are agreed and harmonjse with
the published creed of the Episcopal, Dutch Re
formed, Preshbyterian, and Methodist churches,
together with the Cambridge Platform of the
Congregational church, and the Lutheran and
the %oman Catholic churches, in maintaining
that Christ’s second and only coming now will
be ¢ to judge the world at the last day.”

While the popular creed, that he is coming to
reign invisibly and spiritually in this world first,
at least a thousand years, is so modern that it
has never gained admission into the public creed
ot confession of any denomination in christen-
dom ; on the conirary the Lutheran confession
of Augsburgh, and the English confession and
articles of faith, published A, D, 1552, under the
hand of the eminent divines who were martyred
in the reign of Queen Mary, publicly brand  the
dactrine of a kingdom forthe pious in this world
prior tothe resurrection as “ a Judaising notien ;"
and they explicitly * condemn those who cireu-
late it."—

We do not * condemn-those wha circulate the
Judaising notion,” it is the eminent reformers
of Germany and England, who have done it
three venturies ago, intimes that tried the souls
of men, and purified the faith of the churches,
We condemn no man; ner yet is it reasonable
that we should be condemned, for calling the at-
tention of the churches to one of the first princi-
ples of the oracles of God, and the attention of
the children, our brethren, to the wise counsel,
and severe reproof ef our fathers, the great
reformers.

We are not of those who sow discord among
hrethren, who withdraw from the fellowship of
the ehurches, who rail at the office of the minis-
try, and triumph in the exposure of the errors of
a secular and aposiate church, apd who count
tbemselves holier than others, or wiser than thelr
fellows. The gracious Lord has opened to us
wondrous things in his word, whereof we wre
glad, and ir view of which, we rejoice with
trembling, We reverently bless his name, and
we offer these things with the right hand of our
christian fellowship and union to gll diseiples of
our common Lord, of every sect and denomina.
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tion, praying them by the love of the crucified
Jesus, to regard “ the promise ofhis coming,”
and to cultivate * the love of his appearing,”
and to sanctify themselves in viéw of his ap-
proaching with power and great glory; wheth.
er they conscientiously differ from us in minor
points of faith, or reject some of the peculiari-
ties which exist in individuals of this Conference.

We do not seek to excite the prejudices of our
fellow men, or to join with those who mock at
sin, ot who scoff at the word of promise of the
graat Jehovah, or who lightly esteem the offices
and ordinances of the church, or who empty of
their power the threatenings of the holylaw, or
who count the blood of atonement a useless thing,
or who refuse to worship and honor the Son of
God, even as they honor the Father: nor do we
refuse any of these, or others of divers faith,
whether Roman or Protestant, who receive and
heartily embrace the doctrine of the Lord’s com-
ing in his kingdem: for reasom and experience
unite to teach, in the words of the apostle, that
“every man’s work shall be made manifest; for
the day shall declare it;” and the vivid appre-
'hension of its approach tries and consumes the
wood, and hay, and stubble among ocur opinions,
and we all become, by gentle necessity, the lambs
of one flock, and are led into one fold, under the
band of the chief Shepherd and Bishop of souls.

We appeal to the sectatian standards, to histo-
ry, and to the primitive churches before * the fall-
ing away ;” but we rely maioly on the holy or-
acles of divine revelation, for the support of our
views, convinced that the Qld Testanient alone,
also is able to make us wise through faith unto
salvation. We deeply feel that the success of
the gospel of the kingdom at hand, depends on
our faitﬁf’ul use of the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testament; and that the secular interpre-
tation of the Old Testament is {earfully hereti_cal,
which considers it as being silent on the subject
of Christ’s coming to judgment, to raise the dead,
and to dispense everlasting rewards.

The Bible is its own interpreter, independent
sfhuman commentaries ; spiritnal things are com-
pared with spiritual; and the Old Testament is
paraphrased in the New.

A'common errot is, to interpret a large pro-
portion of the spiritual and everlasting thmgs of
the Qld Testament, together with the words
“egverlasting® and © forever,” when joined with
divine promises and threatenings, as though they
were limited to scenes and events ef a secular
and temporal nature ; which is an error against
the holiness and truth of God, annthilating to
the power of his work, and dangerous to the
souls of men. The Most High in his word, al-
ways speaks of infinite and everlasting things
literally, and should by such terms be taken to
mean everlasting thinge, and not something of
infiritely lessimportance, than what the words
clearly 1mply. _

Iz fine, we purpose not to confer with flesh
and blood in the promulgation of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, comtng in his kingdom, but waich-
ing thereunto with all prayer and aupplication,
we desire to persuade men to rtepent and be
converted, that the body of the elect may be ac-
complished, and the Lierd may hasten his com-
ing. Such are the surpassing tiches of his
grace, that sinful mhen are permitted to “ fove his
appearing,’’ and to ** look for” it, with this con-
fidence, that when he © skall appear, z;t‘e?; sha{il

¢ alse appear with him in glory,” © fashione
?ike untopfgs glorious body.” The heart of the
humble believer is drawn out to meet the co..
ing of pur Lord with holy joy, and fruits of be-

nevolence and love, as the bosom which feels the
love of a mortal, beats with lively emotion and
active exertion, in hopes of the loved one’s speedy
return.

Dear Brethren, inasmuch as we “know
neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son
of Man cometh,” shall we not one andall ** give
the more earnest heed to the things which we
have heard, lest at any time we should let them
slip,” and that day come upon us unawares?
We cannot be ourselves prepared too well, or
100 soon, 10 meet the Lord at his coming, and 1o
stand with the assembled universe before his aw-
ful bar : * knowing that of the Lord ye shall re-
ceive the reward of the inkeritance, for ye serve
the Lord Christ ; but he that deeth wrong, shall
receive for the wrong which he has done ; and
there is no respect of persons.” Milkions of our
fellow mortals slumber over these tremendous
considerations, because they regard them as not
very near ; and millions of professors say, open-
ly by their lives, and by theiz lips, “ Peace and
safety ;"' which is a sure index of the apostle
pointing to the very time in which, “then sud-
den destruction cometh upon them, as travail
upon a woman with child, and they shall not
escape.”

Let us, then, ourselves, * no longer sleep as
do others, but let us watch and be sober; let
us cast dff the works of darkness, and let us
put on this armor of light, for” most surely
now ¢ the night is far spent and the dey is
at hand,”

“ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be awith
you alf, ’

HENRY DANA WARD, Chasrman.

HENRY JONES,

PHILEMON R. RUSSEL,

Secretaries.
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“Cun ye not ducecn the signe of ths times.?

BOSTON, NOVEMBER 1, 1840,

Tug Rrrort. For explanation, see first page.

PresEnT NUMBER. We liuve struck off 3000 extea cop-
ies of this No, for disteibutisn, We shall put them 1o the
friends of the cause at the cost, which s §2, per hundred.
Please vend in your orders immediatsly.

Bicx Numeers. Orly fifty more subscribers cap he
supplied, ‘Those that want themn must segd fooo.

YOLUME II, We shsll izsue the first bumber of volume
11, in the month of March next, enlarged and improved, We
have secured vory able and learned editorial help.  Brsides,

we expect to enrich pur pages with an interesting cerrespond-
ence of oue English brethran,

THE BATTLE BEGUN!!

The waters of the great river Euplrates are dried up; the
way of the kings from the risiog sun is prepared, The un.
clean spirit has gone forth frem the dragon, beast, and false
prophet.  The nations are gathering onder its influence, to
the great battle of God Alnighty! “ Let him that readeih
uaderstand.’””  Blessed is he that wateheth and keepeth his
garments, tltat e magy not walk naked, sp that men should
see his shame: For (says Christ) * Behold I come as a thief,”

LATER FROM EUROPE.

By the Acapis, we have received the fallowing alarming
intelligence from the BasT,

FaLr oF Bevrouv, Tie important ieteilizance uf the

destruction of Beyrout, by the forces of the Allied Powers of

Russia, Avstria, and England, was reetived in London, on

the ever;iing of October 8d, by an extraordinary express from
es te—

o Marseilles, ¢ t. L. 4

Marza, Sept. 27. The Promethens, which left Beyrout
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the 20th, announces that after a bombardment of nine hours,
which reduced the town to ashes, the Egpytiane evacunied
the rown in the night, and the Ailies took possession of it

‘The Octental, which quinied Alexandrinon the 24th, makes
known that the firman, deposing Mehemel Al, had been
commuunicated, on the 21st, to his Highness, by the Consuls-
Generad of the Four Powers, vtho instantly struck their flugs,
and retired on board their shipping. Cupy)

# Director of the Telegraph Fiocon.”

The above ia the most impartant and alarming intelligence
that could be receited.  As members of the French govern-
ment have said thal i’ the treaty were executed a "outrance,
there must be war, I dare nol say mere to alarm the pubilic
mind, but I view it as much fatai news, and I bave good
reasons to 4o so. [Morning Hevald.]

A general war is inevitable ; the Kings of the earth, and
the whole world will be involred in the canflict.

The Rev. Mr. Cuok, of ¢ the Puritan,” in some yemarks
on the recent intelligence from Entnpe, among ather thiugs,
says: “ The prophecies teach us to expect, that at some pe-
rind not far distant, there will be a general war in Furope,
which, wirh its immense carnage will lay tle finishing stroke
upon the mystical Babylon; and open the way for giviog the
kingloms of this world 10 Christ.” Thus it appears, that
Mr. Cook is among the prophetsd The kiugdoms ol thix
world are given to Clrist at his second advent. Thaet ad-
went it near by his own showing.

Mr Miller inhis Bib l_Er‘.liture, makes ahe following remarks -
¢ And whoever lves until the year IB39* will see the final disso-
Wtion of the Tuckish einpire, for then the sizth trampet will
have finished its sounding; which, if I am corvect, will be the
final overthrow of the Ottoman power. And then will the
seventh (rump and last wu hagin, under whick the kingdoms
of the earth and the anti-christian beast wili be destroyed, the

powers of dackness chained, the world cleansed, and the
chureh purified.”

The following remarks of BRo. LiTon, on this question
will be read with interest.

Dear Brorurr Himes—I seize 2 few mo-
ments to say the news from the east is mosL
thrilling on the public mind, so far as I have
opportunity of witnessing,

What a prospect! nothing short of one uni-
versal blaze of war all over the old world can be
anticipated. It must and will come, and for it
the nations are mustering.

Well, so be 1t

o The plague, and death, and din of war,
Our Savior's swift appreach declare,
Aud bid our hearts arise;

Earth®s basts shook, confirms pur hope,
11z cities fall, Lut lifts us up,

Ty meet him in the skies.”’

The world have, since the 11th of August,
had a strong dispesition to triumph, as though
they were past all danger, and could give full
scope to their opposition to the doctrine of
Christ’s near approach. But what will they say
now ? The calculation on the prophetic periods
of Revelution, 9th chapter, were, that they wenld
end Auvgust 11th, and that np to that peried the
Ottoman power would stend; but that that
time wonld seal its doom.

Now what are the facts? Why, that on the
15th of August, the Sultan, by his embassador,
presented to the Pacha of Egypt the ultimatum
of the four powers. He replied by an oath of
God, or in other words, in the name of God, he
signed the death warrant of the Ottoman power.

“Ax Qata BY Gop. 1 will not give up wne
footof the land I possess, and if the powers make
war upon wme, I will turn the empire upside
down, and be buried in its ruins’”’

MepemMEr AL

What is the result of that decistbn ¥ What.do
the politicians say is the result of {t 7 Why, »
war of the most destructive character the world
ever witnessed. Beyrout already in ruins,-and
the hosts of Europe, Asia and Africa, mustering
for still more dreadful scenes of slaughter and
hlood.

*Gibbon, frxea on the ise of the Tuckish empire 1299,
which is the cocrect date ; its fal) therefore would be 184D, JOd
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And well Mehemet knew that a war once be-
gun on that guestion, would never end votjl Tor-
key was in ruins. That must be the result of
the war.  Finally, itis a very striling fulfilment
ol 1he calculation ; for that decision was but four
days after the 11th of August, ihe period fixed
for the termination or the prophecy. The like
singular accuracy in the fulblment of a pro-
phetic period cannot be found in history. Will
men lay it to heart? J. LITCH.

The time was given asnear as it conld be, unless the proph-
et had descended to reckon by minutes. An hour, a day, a
wonth, and a year. An hour is fifteen days. The Ottoman
power was given nto the bands of the four powers just
tuny daye after the expiration of the time given by the prophet.
He could not give it more definite without descending to min-
utes. The four days, would make just 16 minudes, so we
have the fulilment as near as it could be given in prophetic
time. Ep.

§G-1f there is any mistake in the Hst of names, or pledges,
on vur last page, we shall be Lhappy to correct them in our
wext. We have recetved some mew pledges, and donations
which will be acknowledged duly.

MILEER'S LETTERS—NO. 9.

HMr. Iiller recovering—Disappointment in be-
ing deprived of wmeeting the Conference—
His Resignation— Address to his Friends.
Bear Bro. Himes,—Again, by the blessing of

Gol,lam able to sit up and write a few lines

t1 my friends.  You, and the dearfriends of the

Conference in Boston, have been in my mind

both in my sleep and while awake, and my

prayers have heen continually raised for the
blessing of God upon your deliberations—that
the Spurit of the Most High might direet your
coansels. I bave feelings, and feel yst a confi-
dence in God, that your Conference will be in-
strumental of deing much good, in rending the
veil of tradition from all faces, and exposing the
nnscriptural doetrine of “peace and safety,” the

“spiritual millentam,’” and “return of the Jews."

Why was I deprived of meeting those congenial

minds, in this good, this glorious cause of light

aul truth? Why am T to bear this last afflic-
tion, and not enjoy this one pleasure of meeting
once more fellow-laborers ix a cause so big with
prospects, so glorious in its results, so honoring
to God, so safe for man1 Why are the provi-
dences of God so mysterions ? T have often in-
quired ;—am I never to have my will? No.

Never; until my will shall harmonize with

thine, O Father! Yes, God is right, his prov-

dance 1s right, hts ways are just and true, and I

am foolish thus to murmur er complain.

I had set my heart on this, to see and to hear
Brothers Jones, Litck, Ward, Cole, Himes, Plu-
mer, Millard, Burnhkam, French, Parker, Med-
bury, Ayres, Smith, and others. Yes, and then
to see those private brethren, too ; Br. Shaw,—
ah, [ can see him smile; Br. Nichols—I feel his
benevolent shake of the hand; and Br. Wood,
too—but-I canpot name them all. Those col-
ared brethren, too, at Belknap St. with Christian
hearts ; Heaven, 1 hope, has stamped them as its
favorites. ©Oh! I had vainly hoped 1o see you
all, to breathe and feel that sacred flame of love,
nf heavenly fire ; to hear and speak of that dear
blessed Savior’s nearapproach. Away, ye cold,
ve calculating formalists, ye proud ard haughty
worldly professors. I had rather have one hour
with those whom I have named above, and hun-
dreds more that could with the same propriety
be named, than 1o enjoy an age of all that you
call great or good. RBut here I am,a weak, a
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feeble, toil-worn old man, upon a bed of sickness,
with feeble nerves, and worst of all, a wicked
heart, I fear in part unreconciled to God. But
bless the Lord, my soul ; I have yet great bless-
ings, more than I can numbker. 1 was hottaken
sick far away from home; Iam it the bosom of
my family; I have my reason; I can think, be-
lieve, and love. [ have a Bible. O, blessed
book ! If [ cannot vead, I have a daughter who
loves that hook, and she can read for me. How
pleasant it is to hear these infant voices read
that holy hook. How soft the couch of sickness
may be made by dutiful children, and the book
of God. T have a hope, yes, ves, “a blessed
hepe,” founded on that word that never fails;
my hope is on him, who soon will come, and
will not tarry. Ilove the thought; it makes
my bed in sickness; I hope it will in death. [
wait for him; my soul, wait thou on God. 1
have the Spirit; O blessed Holy Spirit! He
whispers in my bearit “Fear not, | am with
thee ; be not dismayed, [ will sustain thee.” [
have a prormise from the great I AM : “ Though
after my skin, worms destroy this body, yet in
my flesh shall [ see God.”” I'have many friends,
and [ am persuaded they will last forever; for
they are not built on worldly prospects, on
earthly honors, nor selfish creeds. I they could
by me gain any of these, I might suspect them.
But no, if they love me, it is for the work sake ;
it 1s for my Master’s sake; and if they truly
love my Master, he will love thewm, and this love
of his is cternal, and being reciprocal, malkes us
one forever. [ am confident that [ have daily
prayers from many hearts. 1 feel it truly. You
worldly wise may smile at this idea, and call it
fanaticism. But look ye, can you not believe
that many do believe the message that I bring ¢
O yes, no douht snme fools, say you. Well, cail
us what you please; but do not those who de
believe, call it good news? Perhaps they may.
Well, if they in their minds should call 1t good,
would they not be apt to call it very good, yes,
even glorious, great, and very great? We will
admit all that.  Very well; I now inquire, Ifa
messenger should bring vou news that you had
drawn a prize of 80,000 dollars, and being poor,
yes, very poor, had spent his time and health to
give you notice, would you not wish him well ?
Y would not be ungrateful, say you. Neither
will these. For what is 50,000 dollars” worth
of gold, coinpared with this good news, ** Behold
the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him?”
Away with paltry gold, it bears no just compart:
son.  Will, then, these thousands of hearts be
now ungrateful, whom I have seen rejeoice, with
joy so great, that all the air was love where we
were sitting 2 And I have no need to say, where
[ have carried the news, that thousands have
heen made to hope in God, that never hoped be-
fore. Are these ungrateful ¢ No, never.

I see, my brother, I have been preaching, in-
stead of writing to you. [ must close.

Yours, WM. MILLER.
Low Hampton, Oet. 15, 1840,

MILLER'S LETTERS~NO. 10,
To ““the Bible Reader.”?

Br. Himes.——The rules which are given in the
13th No. of the * Bigns of the Times,” by a
« Bible Reader,” to interpret Scripture, Ibelieve
to be good, and worthy to be known and read of
all men. Therefore, I wish to apply his rules
to the text in question;

Rev. xi : 8  And their dead bodies shall He in the streets
nf the great city, which spiritually is calted Sodom and Egypt,
where also our Lord was crucifled,

Now let me inquire of the Holy Spirit.
1. What dead bodies? Spirit answers:

The two witnesses, ot testimony of Jesus Christ,

Rev. xi. 3. And T will give power unto my two witness-
es, and they shall prophecy a thousand two hundred anrd
thieescore dnys, dlothed in gackcloth,

4. These are the two olive-trees, and the two candlesticks
standing before the God of the earth.

5. And ifany man will art them, fire procesdeth ont of theip
month, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will
hurt them, he must in this manner he Lilled.

6. These have power 10 shut heaven, that it rain not in the
daye of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn
them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plegues, as of.
ten ag they will.

7. And when they shall have finisiied their testimony, the beass
that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit skall make war
against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.

2. What are those witnesses?

Rev. xi. 4. These are the twn olive-trees, and the two
candlesticks standing before the God of the earth.

Zach. chap. 4. The candlestick is there
called the word of God unfo Zerubbabel.

_ Pea. oxix. 105. Thy word és a lamp unio my feet, and a
Hght unte my path.

The olive trees, are sons of eil, the evidence
for our faith in Christ,

John v. 38. Search the scriptures; for in them ye think
ye bave eterna] life :  And they are they which restify of
me.

The answer then is, the Scriptores.

3. Who killed the witnesses? The Spirit
answers. John v. 7.

“The heast thatascendeth cut of the hottom-
less pit.”’ 'What is the heast? Spirit answers,

Rev. xvii. & So e carried me away in the spirit into
the wildeiness; and I saw a weman sh wpon a scarlet-color-
ed heast, full of names uf hlasphemy, baving seven heads and
ten horns.

This beast had seven heads and ten horns.

Now read

Rev. xvii. 4—8. And the woman was arrayed in purple
and scarlet colenr, and decked with gold and precicus stoues
and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abomina-
tions and flthioess of her fornication.

And upon her forebead was a name written, MYSTERY
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR-’
LOTS, AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

And T saw the waman drunken with the bluod of the saints,
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesns: and when I saw
ker, T wondered with great admiration.

And the angel said ente me, Wherefore didst thon marvel?
I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast
:)hat carrieth her, which hatb the seven heads, and ten

OrnE,

The beast that ihou sawesl, was, and is not; and shall as-
cend out of the botiomless iit, and go into perdition: and
ey that dwell on the eanh shal% waonder, {whose names
were not written in the book of Iife from the foundatinh of
the world,) when they hehuld the heast that was, and is not,
and yet is.

Daniel has explained this beast,

Daniel vii. 7 end 23. After this I saw in the night vis.
fons, and belo)d a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and
streng exceedingly ; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and
hreak in pieces, and stamped the rezidue with the feet of it:
and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it;
and it had ten horns.

2% Thos he said, Yhe fourth beast shall he the fourih
kingdem upon the earth, which shall be diverse from aull
kingdoms, aod shall devour the whole earth, and ghall wead
it down, and hreak ivin pieces.

The answer then will be .in plain simple
language ; *The Roman kingdom, while under
the woman (or false choreh) or last head,”

Rev. xvii. 13. These have one mind, and shall give their
povwer and strength to the beast.

What great city is this aliuded to in the text 1

Spirit answers.

Rev. xvii. 18, Aud the woman which thou sawest is thag
great city, which reigneth over the kiags of the earth.

Also,

Rev. xvi. 19, And the great city was divided into three
parts, and the cities nf the nations fell: and great Bahylen
came in remembrance before God, tn give unto her the cup of
the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.

Again,

Rev. xiv. 8. And there fallewed another aagel, saying,
Bubylnn is fallen, is fallen, thatgreat city, use she made
all maiions drink of the wine of the wrath of her foraication.

Then this great city is Babylon mystical.
Yes, or Rome under Papal rule. Why is it
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called Sodom and Egypt? Because the Holy] EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM |fessed Christians making light of so plain a
Spirit has made them an ensample or figure of AGENTS. doctrine as the Second Coming of our Loxd Je-

other eities or nations that should afierwards
live as they had lived. 2 Peter ii. 6.

And torning the cities of Sodem and Gomorrah® into
aghes, condetnned them with an everthrow, making fhem an
ensatnple unto thoge that afier should live nngodhy;

Jude 5—7. I will therefore put you in remembrance, though
you once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people
out of the tand of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that be-
lieved mot.

And the angels whieh kept not their first estate, but feff
their own habilation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains
uniter darkness unto the judgment nf the great day.

Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and tEe cities about them
in like manner, giviug themselvea over to fornication, and go-
ing after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, euffering
the vengeance of sternal fire.

Why does it say “ where also our Lord was
crucified ¥ Ans. If Sodom and Egypt are used
figuratively in the text, which ** the Bible Rea-
der” must admit by his own exposition; then
also must * where the Lord was crucified,” be
so used; forit says: “ Where also” i e. in like
manner, as this place would sin like Sodeni and
Egypt, so would they crucify 1he Lord of glory
afresh ;

Heh. vi. 6. If lhey shall fall away, to renew them again

uato repentanco; seeing they crucify to themseires 1he Son
of God afresh, and pur kim to an open shame.

In his mwncaf bady,

Col. i. 24. Who now rejoice in mysufferings for yau, and
fill up that which is hehind of the afffictions ef Christ in my
flesh for his bedy’s sake, which is the church.

How many streets were in this great city ?
Ans.

Rev. xi. 18.  And the same hour was there a grsat earth-
tonke, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the oarih-
guake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant
were affrighied, and gave glory 1o the God of heaven.

Ten streets agreeing with ten toes, ten horns,

and meaning ten kingdoms.

Rev, xvii. 12, And the ten borns which thou eaweal are
tea kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but re-
aeive power ag kings one heur with the beasl,

Were these witnesses only to be slain in

one kingdom? No more.

Rev.xi. &  And they of the people, and kindreds, ana
tongues, and nalions, shall see their dead bodies three days
und a haif, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in
graves,

Which ofthe ten kingdoms would do this; or
in which would it he done # I answer, the Ho-
ly Spirit has not told us. This is only to be
known when the subject matter is fulfilled.
Here “the 3ible Reader,” seems to be confused.
He has gene into the city of Jerusalem, he is
hunting for the street where Christ was eruei-
fied.Dear Sir, you will never find it there.
Go you out of the city or the mount that is
paved with skulls ; go where criminals suffer, if
you wonld find where the Sodomitish rulers and
Egg(r}ptian tyrants will persecute or slay the Son
of God. Again, he is looking for Elijah to
come; Christ says he has already come.—
“Have these asiownding predictions ever been
so fulfilled ¢ he inquires. I answer, they
have. “ Who hasseenthem?” Not the proud
pharisee, he had eyes, but he saw not. Why, he
could not believe, although he saw the “astound-
ing * miracles of our Saviour; I know of many,
who have seen these things, and believed them
too, and are now waiting for the consolation of
Istael : but they come not in pomp and parade,
'therefore you will not know ; they come not in
great swelling words, therefore you turn away
with scorn, and curl your lip with disdain,
But you say, *When 2" Ianswerin the French
revolution, and since. “Where#” In France,
in Eurepe, in America, and in all the world,
“These astounding predictions,” these * amaz-
ing wonders,” have been, are now, and will ba
shortly fulfilled, or fulfilling, and will be seen by
every eye. He closes with good advice, may
we all go and do likewise.

We give the following extracts as specimens
of the numerons letters we receive from the
friends and agents of ovr paper. We cannot
consistently publish them all: we hope, there-
fore, that none will feel themselves neglected,
or slighted, if they do not see their articles, of
this deseription, inserted. If we had room, we
should be glad to give publicity to them all.
We hereby tender our thanks to brethren Hen-
drick, Thomas, and Benton, for their kind ser-
vices rendered, and shall be very grateful to
them if they will act as agents for our paper in
future.

FROM E. A. HENDRICK, LAKEVILLE, N. Y.

Be. Himgs—I am well pleased with the Signs
of the Times you sent me by Eld. L, D. Flem-
ing’s address, and shall be happy in using my
feeble efforts to faeilitate its circulation. The
truth is gaining advocates in western New-

York.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER DATED SEPTEMBER 4,
FROM J. M. THOMAS, N. G,

Br. Hmves—I have received, with gratitude,
the nine first numbers of the “Signs of the
Times,” and have given them a candid and
prayerful reading, and have been, | hope, ben-
efited thereby ; and am much pleased with
the spirit, the object, and the manner of con-
ducting the subject of the Second Coming of the
Messiah, the first resurrection, and the interpre-
tation given to the prophecies relafing to these
all impottant events. 1 hope and pray that your
paper, and the able writings of Messts, Miller,
Lizch, and others, may be productive of great
good to the cause of Christ, and the souls of
men. [ have been deeply impressed, for some
time, that some awful and important event was
just before us, and traly, the Signs of the Times
in the christian and political world, together
with the fulfilment of the prophecies, and the
genere| impression on the minds of Ged’s peo-
ple, all concur in the fact that, in a little wﬁile,
he, that shall come, will come, and will not tar-
ry ; to which my heart responds, amen, and says
even so, come Lord Jesus.

Yours in tribulation: and the patience of Jesus,

Granville Vi. October 14, 1840,

Brorner Himes:—i have had the privilege
of perusing your valuable paper, and can say
truly, that 1 admire its contents, and wish to
be blest with its further perusal. I have there-
fore invited some of my neighbors to join with
me, and we herein enclose, and send you §5 for
six coples of your paper. I shall do ail that I
can to promote the paper as long as I can kear
from Br, Miller. T have heard him lecture six-
teen days, and would be glad to as many more.
As T expect Br. Miller is in Boston, znd it is
rather difficult for me to get a line to him, I am
requested by my neighbors to put him in mind of
a promise he made them when he lectured in
Rochester ; that when they had built their meet-
ing house, he would come and lscture to them.
He can notify a meeting here, either by letter to
me or by & notice in your paper, as soon as his
engagements will allow him thus (o do,

- There are many people inquiring into the truth
of this doctrine which s advocated hy your
paper. - May the Lord open the eyes of the
church that she may no longer standin the way
of the ungodly. My heart is pained to see pro-

sus Christ. To me it is a pleasing theme, that
if we are found faithful, the time is so near
that we czn behold our Savior face to face, and
behold his glory forever.

SeLar Bexrox.

i r————

THE NATIONS.

“ And upen the Earih distress of Nations with perjlexiey 2
s e —a]

THE WHOLE WORLD IN COMMOTION.
The following brief survey of the nations is

from the © Liverpool Standard.” Read i. Ep.

* Wars, and rumors of wars’’ appear to be
the order of the day in almost every part of the
world, In every country, almost, the face of so-
ciety seems to be heaving under seme mighty
convulsion, the issue of which it is impossible to
predict. Everywhere the elements of civil cora-
motion appear to be busily a: work. Whether
we look to the east or the west, the north or the
south, it is a singular fact. that there is scarcely
a nation which is not either tore asunder hy iu-
ternal dissensions, or threatened with foreign
aggression. ‘There scarcely ever was a period
in the history of the world, when the great fanu-
ly of mankind experienced so universal a con-
valsion in its various social relations.

If we look towards the cast, we find that
China is mepaced by the armaments of Eng-
land, while the popolaiion of that vast empire is
supposed to be pervaded by a feeling of almost
untversal discontent—that the Dutch are at war
with their colonial subjects—ihat the northers
provinces of India, Persia, Circassia, Syria, and
Egypt, are experiencing the calamities of an open
warfare—and that the eagle of Russiais hover-
ing over all thése countries, and Turkey in ad-
dition, ready to pounce upon them as her prey.

If we look to Europe, we witness the same
spectacle. 1'rance, our nearest neighbor, is the
daily scence of revolutienary outbreaks,~which
have been hitherto oaly restrained by the power-
ful arm of the execative, but which threaten to
render her once more the theatre for enacting
the dismal drama of the great revolution. Spain
is in a state of opan rebellion. The Queen Re-
gent is little better than a prisoner in the Lands
of Espartero and the rebels under his command,
Portugal is the scene of a similar revolt. We
would not give a farthing candle’s end for the
throne of Donna Maria. Throughout the Italien
and German states, there is a prevailing spirit of
disaffection, which anly waits a favorable oppor-
tunity for hursting forth into open insurreciion.
Indeed, the whole of the continent seems to be
in a state of disquietude and alarm.

Again if we cross the Atlantic, we find the
same elements at work, from the icy regions of
Northern America to the extremity of the scuth.
The revel factions of Canada are panting for an
opportunity to cast off the yoke of the mother
country. The Maine houndary dispute is a
bone of contention between this country and the
United States. The population of those states
are again divided among themselves, and et
open warfare with the ahoriginal tribex. Texas
and Mexico, Bolivia and Buenos Ayres are sev-
erally engaged in actual warfare,

What the end of these things may be, we can-
not divine. It is evident, however, that we are
upon the eve of some great event. ‘The myste-
rious scroil of prophecy is being graduvally um-
rolled, and all things comspire to work out the
grand designs of the great Ruler of the umiverse.
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Residence.
Boston,

Names.
Daniel Merriil,
Wm. M. Prior,
Rosnrmond Prior,
H. M. Hamblin,
M. Nash,
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A+ Dashwood,
Nancy Barren,
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Jeremy Fleicher,
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M. Thompson,
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. 3. Clark,
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. C. Johnson,
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Jysephme Forrister,
8.J. Hamblin,

3. M. Loud,
Nancy Bancroft,
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Olive Gould,
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E. F. Brown,
John Augustus,
Azuba Lewis,
Jonathan Parker,
N. Billings,
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Preszott Dickingon,
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Lytica Britton,
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D. A. Gay,

David Y. Dyer,
Wmn. L. Gutterson,
Richard Thayer,
Luther Hosmer,
Mary A. Biake,
S. Blanchard,
Matilda Draper,
E. T.1Abbot,
Frances Abbot,
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Signs of the Times,
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Friends,
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J. Lord,
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Josiah Beavey,
Richard Call,
Elizabeth J. Stone,
Lureusa Call,
Stephen Goodline,
Timothy Cale,
M. M. George,
Benjamin Godard,
M. F. Stevens,
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D. Ruagell,
Gearge A. Young,
D. Cook,

Eliza Hill,
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Charles Stevens,
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John Shackford,
Richard W, Reed,
Elijab Thayer, Jr.
Hiram Harimon,
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James Wheeler,

“Lsnn,
Reubea Wheeler, do

Amasa Coborn, Atkingon, NH. {reps)| 1 1

T. F. Barry, Rye, N. H. 1 1
Edmund Rowell, Kensington, N. H. 50
Benjamin Spaunlding, Chelmsford, 1 1
Elibe Eilis, Worcester, (12reps)} & | 5
Callection Wednesday evening, 17 17
Collection Thursday evening, 60 865

Total, $360 169 86
WM. CLARK, for Com. of Finance.

Monies collected by J. Liteh, for Repert,

Samnel Taylor, Bremiwood, N. H. - $1

P. M. Heartey, Exeter, - . - -1

Frieads io Exeter, - . . . 8 42
o Kensinglon, - N - . 583
% SBalisbury, Mass. . - - 2 00
o Haverhill, - - . - 130

‘Wiliam Savory . - - - 1

LATER FROM MR. MILLER.

Extract of a letter from My, Miller; dated Oct. 23, 1840+

“DeEar BRo. Hixgs,—I am, through Lha wise providence
of God, yel alive, and able to write a few hours in a day;
yel not-able to labor in the gospel field as formerly. I have
heard from almast every place which I bave visited this zum~
mer, and learn that in a majority of ibe places there isa
powerful work of grace progressing. And I believe there is
no place but what there hiave been some eonversions, Many
deists aad Unirersalists have renounced their sandy fonada«
tion, aad found peace in believing.”

SONNET—THE JUDGMENT DAY,
AF VIEWED BY WM. MILLER.

Tt contes ! it enmes ! That great and terrille day

s nenr at band, big with creation’s deom,~

Fhe day whose propheeies unceasing boom

Loud un the ear, when heavens shall roll away

Eveo as a scroll, and racks, like heaten clay,

Grow smal as dust. The dark and caverned tomb

Shakes featfbily through all its halls of gloom.

As if it heard the great arehange! say

The fiat that uafolSs it marhle jaws;

And earth, all ready for the wasting flame,

Seems on ils course in shuddering tv pause,

Struck with swift palsy through its iron frame,

In terror of that word that shaH be sent

To sweep ita burniog orb from the vast Grmament.
Anguet 16th, 1840, G.

BOOKS ON THE SECOND ADVENT.

OSES A. DOW, at the North End Bookstore, 204

Hanover street, intends to make his store a general
depot fur Books nnd Periedicals of the aborve character,
where they may be had at the lowest prices, wholesale and
retail. He has now the following :

SCRIPTURE SEARCHER, By Rev. H. Jones.

MILLER’S LECTURES oa the Second Coming of
Clirist about 1843,

ADDRESS TO THE CLERCY. By Rev. J. Litch.

FLEMING’S SYNOPSIS of the Evilences of the Second
Coming of Christin 1843.

PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION of the Holy
Scriptures. By Rev. H. Jones.

GLAD TIDINGS. By Heary D. Ward.

PRESENT CRISIS, or a Correspondence between the
Signs of the Present Times and the Declaration of Hely
Writ. By Rev. John Honper, ol England, 2i editioa, 18ma,

WORD OF WARNING in the Last Deys.
TSE.COND COMING OF CHRIST. Dy Faolsom and

TURIE.

Also, Bibles, Hyma Books, Prayer Books, Schec! Books,
Blank Baoks, andy Stationery, und overy articie nsually kept
in n Bookatore.

3 Orders for Books, or in relatien tn the SIGNS OF
THE TIMES, may be eft at the above place, (if by mail,
post paidy which will be promptly antendedto. 6m—eZ1

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES
oF THE BECGOND COMING OF CHRISE.

I= publiched oo the first” and fifteenth of each month,
making twenty-four numbers ia a volume; to which a title
page aed index will be added.

TERMS.

One Dollgr ¢ year—gheays in gdvance.  Persons sond- -
ing fSvedollara without expense to tae® publishers, shallre-
ceive six copies; and for ten dobars, thirteen copies to one
address,” No subscriﬁnion takeii for lege than one year.

Diracrioss.—AH commaniogtiens. designed for thnfagn
of the Times, shoald be directed, post paid, fo the editor,
J.¥. HIMES, Boston, Mass, All lstterstn hosiness shonld be
addressed te the publishers, DOW &:JACKSCON, Ne, 14
Devnnehire Sireet, Bosioa. .

Back oombers can be sent 1o those. who ssbatyibe soon.
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