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(I, as all Christians believe, the Bible is the word of God,
consisting of that “all Scripture” which the apostle says “is
profitable for doctrine” and “for instruction in righteous-
ness” (2 Tim. 3:16), it is of the first importance that its
teaching, pure and unadulterated, should be understood by the
people.

‘The publishers of this work are not alone in the conviction
that in too large a proportion of the public teaching in reference
to the Scriptures, there is too much speculation and philosophy, and
too little Scripture; too much of man’s reasoning, and too little of
the direct testimony of the word of God. A text may be made the
basis of an eloquent and brilliant essay, which, while it may please the
intellect; may leave the mind, after all, without an answer to the im-
portant question, “ What saith the Scripture?” o

It has been the plan of this work to let the sacred volume stand as
its own witness, massing its testimony on the various subjects pre-
sented. We conceive this to be the only safe and sure path to an
understanding of the word of God —to let scripture explain scripture,
thus harmonizing all its testimony. The rule, therefore, has been
adopted, to quote a text giving an answer iz Bible language to the

various questions which would naturally arise concerning the theme
~under consideration, that portion of the text which directly answers
the question, being set in italic. The answers are given largely with-
out note or comment, with a feeling that where the Lord speaks,
man’s words should be few — it is his part reverently and devoutly to
listen and obey. In the same way QUestions of a historical nature are
answered by direct quotations from history. Great care has been ex-
ercised to quote all authors verédatim, giving the name of the work, and
.the page where the quotation may be found, as far as possible. All
quotations from Gibbon’s “ Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,”
are made from Milma}n’s edition of 1854. Extracts from “‘Thoughts
on Daniel and the Revelation” are taken from the edition of 1888.
- Especially with reference to Scripture quotations, it is hoped that
few will be content with merely reading the texts in this book. Ths
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iv PREFACE.

Bible itself should be opened, and the context carefully studied. On
all the great themes which pertain to man’s bést moral and spiritual
interests here, and his endléss destiny hereafter, together with God’s
plans and purposes in reference to this world, and the manner, means,
and time of their accomplishment, the Bible is not only our only
source of information, but it is a full and sufficient guide. These in-
teresting fields of thought the reader will find amply covered in the
following pages. Many subjects not often alluded to by press or pul-
pit are here presented, which we are- sure will excite in the mind of
the reader a new and unwonted interest in the study of the word of
God. '

These readings have been contributed by a large number of Bible
workers, whose actual experience in giving Bible readings has indi-
cated to them the most effective methods of presenting the subjects
brought out. Prominent among these tontributors is J. O. Corliss,
who, assisted by others, carefully edited and revised the entire collec-
tion, which afterward passed under the examination of a committec
appointed for the purpose. The variety of talent thus engaged in the
preparation of this volume, will therefore, we trust, better adapt it to
the different minds which may become interested in its study.

The excellence of both the original and the selected illustrations,
and the superior mechanical execution of the book throughout, will
add much to its value in the minds of those who appreciate that which
is artistic as well as practical.

To every lover of the word of God this volume is commended,
with the belief that such will find abundant satisfaction in the study
of its pages. And to those who feel little or no interest in the study
of the Bible from the difficulties which they fancy lie in the way of an
understanding of its record, we commend a study of these readings,
assured that they will thereby find many doubts removed, many difh-
culties solved, and a pleasant and profitabie interest excited in the
study of the Bible, to which they have heretofore been strangers.

PUBLISHERS.
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¢“ HOW READEST THOU?”

IT is one thing to read the Bible through,
Another thing to read to learn and do.

Some read it with design to learn to read,
But to the subject pay but little heed.

Some read it as their duty once a week,

But no instruction from the Bible seek ;

\Vhile others read it with but little care,

With no regard to how they read, nor where.
Some read it as a history, to know

How people lived three thousand years ago.
Some read to bring themselves into repute,

By showing others how they can disputc ;
While others read because their neighbors do,
To see how long ’twill take to read it through.
Some read it for the wonders that are there,—
How David killed a lion and a bear;

While others read it with uncommon care,
Hoping to find some contradictions there !
Some read as though it did not speak to them,
But to the people at Jerusalem.

One reads it as a book of mysteries,

And won’t believe the very thing he sees.

One recads with father’s specs upon his head,
And sees the thing just as his father said.
Some read to prove a pre-adopted creed,—
Hence understand but little that they read;
Tor every passage in the book they bend,

To make it suit that all-important end !

Some people read, as I have often thought,
To teach the book instead of being taught,
And some there are who read it out of spite—
I fear there are but few who read it right.

So many people in these latter days,

Have rcad the Bible in so many ways

‘That few can tell which system is the best,
TFor every party contradicts the rest!

But read it prayerfully, and you will see,
Although men contradict, God’s words agree.
For what the early Bible prophets wrote,

We find that Christ and his apostles quote :
So trust.no creed that trembles to recall

\What has been penned by one and verified by all.




ARCHTHE SCRIPTY RES for in
Them ye think ye have

(47

=/
Word of the everlasting God;
Will of his glorious Son,—
Without thee how could earth be trod,
Or heaven itself be won?

Lord, grant us all aright to learu
The wisdom it imparts,

And to its heavenly teaching turn
With simple, childlike hearts.

Seal.{cbing the Scl{iptukes.

HAT did Christ say to the people of his day concerning
the Scriptures ?

¢ Search the Scriptures ; for in them ye think ye have eternal life ; and
they are they which testify of me.” John 5 : 39.

NOTE. — When this was spoken, not a word of the New Testament had
been written. It was to the Old Testament that the Jews looked as their
guide to eternal life ; and although they would not accept Christ, he said
that these very books which they esteemed so highly, testified of him. 1f
the Old Testament points to Christ, it is worthy of our careful study.

2. Do the Scriptures furnish positive evidence that the gospel was
known in the patriarchal age? ’

¢ And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith,
preacked before the gospel unto Abrakam.” Gal. 3 :8.
NoTre.— It was through gospel faith that Abraham rejoiced to see the day of
Christ. John 8:56. So of all the pious who lived in the patriarchal age.
All these had a practical knowledge of the gospel, as appears from their
godly lives and sacrificial offerings.

3. Does Holy Writ contain unmistakable evidence that the Jews
were taught the gospel under the former dispensation ?

““For unto us was the gospel preached, aswell as unto thew: ; but the word preached
did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.”” Heb.
4:2. ®The persons here referred to by ““them’’ are the Israelites when on
their journey from Egypt to the promised land, as will be seen by the Script-
ure connection. Paul says the gospel was preached unto us as we// as unto
them, putting ¢¢ them”’ ahead, and letting ‘‘us’’ have the gospel afterward,

[11]



12 BIBLE READINGS.

4. Why did Moses give up the riches of Egypt ?

¢ Esteeming the reproack of Christ grealer rickes than the treasures in Egypt.”’-
Heb. 11:26. People in that age, even as now, were influenced by the riches
of Christ to give up the world.

5. Whence came the spiritual meat and drink of the Israelites while
in the wilderness ?

¢‘And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and did all eat
the same spiritual meat ; and did all drink the same spiritual drink ; for ZZey
drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them : and that Rock was Christ.”
1 Cor. 10:2-4.

6. What was the chief corner-stone of the faith of both apostles and
prophets ? .

““And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Fesus Christ
kimself being the chief corner-stone.”> Eph. 2 : 20.

7. What part of the Scriptures did Philip hear a certain eunuch read-
ing ?

“And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him #ead the prophet Esaias, and
said, Understandest thou what thou readest ?°’ Acts 8: 30.

8. When asked if he understood what he was reading, what reply did
the eunuch make?

““And he said, How can I, except some man should. éuide me? And he desired
Philip that he would come up and sit with him.”” Verse 31.

9. What did Philip then do?

¢Then Philip opened his mouth, and began a¢ llze same scripture, and preacked
unto him Fesus." Verse 35.

NotE. — Notwithstanding the clearness with which we see Christ referred to in
the Scriptures of the Old Testament, the Jews would not admit his claims
to the Messiahship. It is a truthful remark, that ¢ the New Testament was
hid in the Old, and the Old Testament is revealed in the New.’’ By search-
ing both Testaments together, we may become enlightened regarding the plan
of salvation ; for without the Old Testament, the claims of Christ to the Mes-
siahship cannot be substantiated. The New Testament merely gives his
history and teachings, showing him to be a pure and holy character ; but if the
Old Testament had not before predicted what the Messiah would be and do,
there would have been no standard by which to decide whether or not the
personage who then appeared was he. How necessary, then, that we love
and study «// the Bible! If we do not, we, like the Jews, may lose sight of
some of the most important points contained in the New Testament itself,

10. What are the Scriptures able to do?

“Thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are abdle 20 make thee wise unte
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”” 2 Tim. 3 :15.



SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES. - 13

11. What was said of the Bereans because they searched the Script-
ures daily?

¢ These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether
those things were so.”” Acts.17:11.

12. By what is man to live?

¢Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedetl out of the
moutk of God.’” Matt. 4:4. If man is to Zve by the word of God, he cer-
tainly ought to use it daily, as deily nourishment is needed to keep him alive.

13. How greatly has God magnified his word ? *

¢ will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy loving-
kindness and for thy truth; for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy
name.”’ Ps. 138:2. We ought, then, to treat the word of God with the

profoundest reverence, and search its pages daily, that we may continually
learn more of God.

TUDY it carefuily,
‘Think of it prayerfully,
Deep in thy heart let its pure precepts dwell.
Slight not its history,
Ponder its mystery,
None can e’er prize it too fondly or well.

Accept the glad tidings,

The warnings and chidings,
Found in this volume of heavenly lore;
With faith that’s unfailing
And love all-prevailing,

Trust in its promise of life evermore.

With fervent devotion
And thankful emotion, .
Hear the blest welcome, respond to its call:
Life’s purest oblation,
The heart’s adoration,
Give to the Saviour, who died for us all.

May this message of love
From the Tribune above,

To all nations and kindreds be given,
Till the ransomed shall raise
Joyous anthems of praise —

Hallelujah ! on earth and in heaven.
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SURELY THE LORD-COD WilL DO WOTHING,
BUT HE REVEALETH WIS SECRET UNTO WIS SERV-
ANTS THE PROPWETS, ™

S N S S 2 S N S M~ S Y W S SO SN

The Sure Word of Prophecy.

Y what means is all Scripture given?

¢¢ All Scripture is given by fnspiration of God, and is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”
2 Tim. 3 :16.

2. For what purpose?
“That the man of God may be perfect thoroughly furnished unto all good
works.””  Verse 17. -
3. To whom do the things revealed belong?

¢ The secret things belong unto the Lord our God; but tkose things whick are
revealed belong unto us and to our children forever.” Deut. 29:29. That
is, they belong to the human family.

4. What is the last book of the Bible called?
«« The Revelation of Fesus Christ, which God gave unto him.” Rev. 1 :1.

5. What is said of those who read or study this book ?

< Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things which are written therein.”” Verse 3. The book of
Revelation, then, is not only designed to be understood, but a blessing is
pronounced upon those who read or study it. No one would expect to-obtain
a blessing by reading a book he could not understand ; hence the implication
is that he who studies this book may understand it.

6. How were the Old Testament prophecies given?

« For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man; but oly men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”’ 2 Peter 1: 21.

[14]



THE SURE WORD OF PROPWECY. 15

7. What is said of the interpretation of these prophecies?

¢ Knowing this first, that #o proplhecy of the Seripture is of any private interpreta-
tion [impulse].” Verse 20, The Peshito Syriac version reriders this verse :
«No ' prophecy is an exposition of its own text.”” The idea conveyed is that
the text in which the prophecy is found, does not explain itself ; but that one
must go to some other statement of the Holy Spirit for an explanation. No
one, unaided (relying on his own private judgment), is competent to give an
exposition of a prophecy. Its meaning should be sought elsewhere in the
word of God, ¢‘ comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” 1 Cor. 2:13.

. 8. In giving their prophetic utterances, what did the prophets seek -
s Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls ; of whickh sal-
vation the prophets have inguired and searched diligently, who prophesied of
the grace that should come unto you.”’ 1 Peter1:g, 10. :
9. By whose spirit were they actuated ? ‘ .
< Searching what, or what manner of time ke Spériz of Christ which was in them
did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory
that should follow.”” Verse 11. Then all the prophecies of the Old Testa-
ment, as well as those of the New, were dictated by the Spirit of Christ,
and are therefore designed to be studied by Christians.

10. How did Peter confirm his former preaching on the coming of
Christ? '
« For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, bu# were cye-wzmesses of
his majesty.”’ 2 Peter 1:16.

. When did the apostle see the majesty (kingship) of Christ, and
hear the approbative words of God?
« And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when. we were with him in
the holy mount.”’ Verse 18.

12. What other and more certain evidence did he have of the power
and coming of Christ?

“ We have also a more sure word of prophecy ; whereunto ye do well that ye take
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the
day star arise in your hearts.”” Verse 19. The Revised Version renders this
verse, ‘“We have the word of prophecy made more sure,” as if it were possi-_
ble for it to be less certain at one time than at another. But Dean Alford, in
his ‘¢ New Testament for English Readers,” says that such an interpretation
is not admissible, on the ground that the apostle omits all such connecting
particles as wherefore, now, or henceforth, which would be necessary to
carry out that idea. The verses which follow show that the rendering in the
authorized version is the correct one.

13. To what prophecy did Christ refer his disciples when predicting
the destruction of Jerusalem?

¢ When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Dawnie?
the prophet, stand in the holy place (whoso readeth, let him wnderstand).”
Matt. 24:15.
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14. When were all the prophecies in the book of Daniel to be under-
stood ?

¢ But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the fime of
the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall beincreased.” Dan.
12: 4.

Note. — Certain it is that the study of prophecy should by no means be neg-
lected. This part of the word belongs to that which is said to be a lamp unto
our feet and a light unto our path. To be forewarned is to be forearmed.
God gives his people, through the prophetic word, an opportunity to learn
what is coming on the earth, that they may know how to act when the predic-
tions shall come to pass. 1In view of this, whoever is overtaken unawares by
any calamity which the prophecies have pointed out, will be held guilty by
Him who so kindly reveals these things for our benefit.

THOU whom we adore !
To bless our earth again,
Assume thine own almighty power,
And o’er the nations reign.

The world’s desire and hope,
All power to thee is given ;
Now set the last great empire up,
Eternal Lord of heaven !

A gracious Saviour, thou
Wilt all thy children bless

And every knee to thee shall bow,
And every tongue confess.

According to thy word
Now be thy grace revealed,
And with the knowledge of the Lord
Let all the earth be filled.
CHMARLES WESLEY.




“ Westward the course of empire takes its way,
The first four acts already past,
A fifth chall close the drama with the day;
. Time’s noblest offspring is the last.””

Propbetic Bistory of the Wox{id.

MONG the captives taken at Jerusalem and carried to Babylon,
g who were the most prominent ? .
¢“Now among these were of the children of Judah, Danie/, Hananiah,
c. Mishael, and Azariah.”” Dan. I :6.
2. Who was Nebuchadnezzar?
¢¢In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, came Nebuckadnezzar,
king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.’’ Verse 1. '
3. What caused sleep to depart from Nebuchadnezzar?

¢“And in the second year of.the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuckadneszar
- dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from
him.”” Dan. 2:1.
.4. When he applied to his magicians for an interpretation of his
dream, what did they say ?

«The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon the
earth that can show the king’s matter. . . . And it is a rare thing that the
king requireth, and there is none other that can show it before the king, except
the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.”” Verses 10, 11,

5. In his anger, what decree did the king make ?

¢ For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy all

the wise men of Babylon.”> Verse 12, i
6. To avoid suffering the consequences of the decree, what did
Daniel do ? '

¢“Then Daniel went in, and desived of the king that he would give him time, and
that he would show the king the interpretation.” Verse 16.-

7. After he and his three companions had prayed to God about the
matter, how was the interpretation made known?
¢ Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel iz a night vision.”” Verse I1g.

[17]
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8. Afterward, when Daniel was brought in before the king, what
question was asked him?

< Art thou able lo make known unto me the dreamn which 1 have seen, and the inter-
pretation thereof ?””  Verse 26.

9. What humble and impressive answer did Daniel return ?

« There is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king
Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days.”” Verse 28.

1o. What had the king seen in his dream?

¢Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a greas image. This great image, whose
brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the formn thereof was tevri-
ble.” Verse 31.

11. Of what were the different parts of the image composed ?

¢ This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of siiver, his belly
and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of
clay.”” Verses 32, 33.

12. What did the king see happen to the image?
¢“Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image
upon his feet, that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.”
Verse 34. '
13. What then took place?

¢ Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces
together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing-floors ; and the
wind carried them away, that no place was found for them ; and the stone
that smote the image becane a great mouutain, and filled the whole earth.”
Verse 35.

14. Having told the dream, how did Daniel proceed to explain the
head of gold?

“Thou, O king, art a king of kings; for the God of heaven hath given thee a
kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of
nien dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given
into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all.  Zhkowu art this head
of gold.”” Verses 37, 38. :

NoTEes. — ¢ Now opens one of the sublimest chapters of human history. Eight
short verses of the inspired record tell the whole story ; yet that story embraces
the history of this world’s pomp and power. A few moments will suffice to
commit it to memory ; yet the period which.it covers, commencing more than
twenty-five centuries ago, reaches on from that far-distant point past the rise
and fall of kingdoms, past the setting up and overthrow of empires, past cycles
and ages, past our own day, over into the eternal state. It is so comprehen-
sive that it embraces all this ; yet it is so minute that it gives us all the great
outlines of earthly kingdoms from that time to this. Human wisdom never
devised so brief a record which embraced so much. Human language never
set forth in so few words, so'great a volume of historical truth. The finger of
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God is here. . . . It is a manifest rule of interpretation that we may
look for nations to be noticed in prophecy when they become so far connected
with the people of God that mention of them becomes necessary to make the
records of sacred history complete. When this was the case with Babylon, it
was, from the standpoint of the prophet, the great and overtowering object in
the political world. . . . So far as history informs us, all countries or
provinces against which Babylon did move in the hight of its power, were sub-
dued by its arms.”’ — Zhoughts on Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 43, 46.

In the year 606 B. C., Jerusalem was taken by Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon, in the first year of his reign, and the third year of Jehoiakim, king
of Judah. The Babylonian kingdom, therefore, comes at this point into the
field of prophecy.

¢« The character of this empire is indicated by the nature of the material
composing that portion of the image by which it was symbolized — the head
of gold. It was the golden kingdom of a golden age. Babylon, its metrop-
olis, towered to a hight never reached by any of its later rivals. Situated in
the garden of the East; laid out in a perfect square sixty miles [¢6.5- kil-
ometers] in circumference, fifteen miles [24.125 kilometers] on each side;
surrounded by a wall three hundred and fifty feet [106.68 meters] high and
eighty-seven feet [26.51-4 meters] thick, with a moat, or ditch, around this,
of equal cubic capacity with the wall itself; divided into six hundred and
seventy-six squares, each two and a quarter miles [3.6-4- kilometers] in cir-
cumference, by its fifty streets, each one hundred and fifty feet [15.24 meters]
in width, crossing each other at right angles, twenty-five running each way,
every one of them straight and level and fifteen miles [24.125 kilometers]
in length ; its two hundred and twenty-five square miles [362.1-}- kilometers]
of inclosed surface, divided as just described, laid out in luxuriant pleasure-
grounds and gardens, interspersed with magnificent dwellings,— . . . . this
city, containing in itself many things which were themselves wonders of the
world, was itself another and still mightier wonder. Never before saw the
earth a city like that; never since has it seen its equal. And there, with the
wlole earth prostrate at her feet, a queen in peerless grandeur, drawing from
the pen of Inspiration itself this glowing title, ¢ The glory of kingdoms, the
beauty of the Chaldees’ excellency,’ sat this city, fit capital of that kingdom
which constituted the golden head of this great historic image. Such was
Babylon, with Nebuchadnezzar, youthful, bold, vigorous, and accomplished,
seated upon its throne.’.’ — Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 45, 40.

15. What was to be the nature of the next kingdom after Babylon ?

¢« After thec shall arise arother kingdom inferior to thee.”” Dan. 2 : 39, first part.

16. Who was the last Babylonian king?

«In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. .And Darius the

Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old.” Dan.
5:30, 31; see verses I, 2.

17. To whom was Belshazzar’s kingdom given ?

«Thy kingdom is divided, and given Zo the Medes and Persians.” Verse 28.
NOTE. — ¢*Cyaxares, king of the Medes, who is called Darius in Dan. 5:31,

summoned to his aid his nephew Cyrus, of the Persian line, in his efforts
against the Babylonians. The war was prosecuted with uninterrupted success
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on the part of the Medes and Persians, until, in the eighteenth year of Na-
bonadius, the father of Belshazzar, Cyrus laid siege to Babylon, the only city
in all the East which then held out against him. The Babylonians, gathered
within their impregnable walls, with provisions on hand for twenty years, and
land within the limits of their broad city sufficient to furnish food for the in-
habitants and garrison for an indefinite period, scoffed at Cyrus from their
lofty walls, and derided his seemingly useless efforts to bring them into sub-
jection. . . . In their very feelings of security lay the source of their danger.
Cyrus resolved to accomplish by stratagem what he could not effect by force ;
and learning of the approach of an annual festival, in which the whole city
would be given up to mirth and revelry, he fixed upon that day as the time to
carry his purpose into execution. There was no entrance for him into that
city except where the river Euphrates entered and emerged, passing under its
walls. He resolved to make the channel of the river his own highway into
the stronghold of his enemy. To do this, the water must be turned aside
from its channel through the city. . . . On the evening of the feast-day
above referred to, he detailed three bodies of soldiers, the first, to turn the
river at a given hour into a large artificial lake a short distance above the city;
the second, to take their station at the point where the river entered the city;
the third, to take a position fifteen miles below, where the river emerged from
the city ; and these two latter parties were instructed to enter the channel,
just as soon as they found the river fordable, and in the darkness of the night
explore their way beneath the walls, and press on to the palace of the king,
where they were to meet, surprise the palace, slay the guards, and capture or
slay the king. . . . In the drunken revelry of that fatal night, the river gates
were all left open, and the entrance of the Persian soldiers was not perceived.
. [They] first made known their presence in the city by falling upon the
royal guards in the very vestibule of the palace of the king. Belshazzar soon
became aware of the cause of the disturbance, and died vainly fighting for his
. worthless life. This feast of Belshazzar is described in the fifth chapter of
Daniel ; and the scene closes with the simple record, ¢In that night was Bel-
shazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. And Darius the Median took the
kingdom [B. c. 538], being about threescore and two years old.’ ’ — Zkoughts
on Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 48-50. Nabonadius, who shared the king- -
dom with his son Belshazzar, was away from Babylon at the time of its capt-
ure by Cyrus, hence the Scriptures refer only to Belshazzar as king.

18. By what symbol is the Medo-Persian empire elsewhere rep-
resented ?

¢ The »am which thou sawest zaving two korns are the kings of Media and Persia.”
Dan. 8:20. This ram was first introduced in verses 2—4.
19. What beast was seen to come against him ?

¢ An /e-goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth. . . . And he came
to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing before the river, and
ran unto him in the fury of his power.” Verses 5, 6.

. What was the result of this contest?

¢ And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against
him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns. . . . Therefore the he-goat
waxed very great.” Verses 7, 8
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21. What did the goat represent?

““ And the rough goat is the king of Grecia.” Verse 21. Grécia succeeded Medo-
Persia.

22. By what is Grecia represented in the image ?

“ And another third kirgdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.”
Dan. 2: 39, latter part. '

Nore. —1It is not necessary to the fulfillment of the prophecy that any one of
these empires should have every class of people, and every isolated country
under its absolute sway. Babylon never conquered Crecia nor Rome. The
idea of universality in the case of these kingdoms may be understood in this
way: When one of them came to the front, it became the great and over-
towering object in the political world, and in this sense was spoken of as hav-
ing universal power. All nations stood in awe of it, as was the case with the
tribes in and around Palestine when they heard of the successful passage of
the Red Sea by the Israelites, and of their great victory over Pharaoh. Thus
Rahab said to the spies of Israel: I know that the Lord hath given you the
land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the
land faint because of you.”” Joshua 2:9. Such expressions are still com-
mon. We say of a custom, that it is universal; but we do not mean by that
that absolutely every person in the world adopts it: it has simply gained
prominence enough to command respect everywhere without opposition. In
this sense it carries a power that is universal. So with these prophetic em-
pires. None could successfully withstand them; hence they were said to be
unjversal. : i

23.‘ What is said of the fourth kingdom ?

““And the fourth kingdom skal/ be strong as iron; forasmuch as iron breaketh in
pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, sial/ i¢
break in pieces and bruise.’” Verse 40. If the first three kingdoms were uni-
versal, and the fourth stronger than all the others, that, too, must have been
universal. Two wuniversa/ empircs cannot exist simultaneously; hence if we
find a fourth universal empire, it must be the one denoted by the legs of iron.

24. Where is such a power brought to view ?

¢ And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Cresar Au-
gustus, that all the world should be taxed.”” Luke 2:1.

NoTES. — The fact that the Roman em\peror here mentioned had poWer to tax
(enroll for taxation) the whole world, shows that his jurisdiction extended
thus far. ' ' .

““The empire of the Romans filled the world ; and when that empire fell
into the hands of a single person, the world became a safe and dreary prison
for his enemies. The slave of imperial despotism, whether he was condemned
to drag his gilded chain in Rome and the senate, or to wear out a life of exile
on the barren rock of Seriphus or the frozen banks of the Danube, expected
his fate in silent despair. To resist was fatal, and it was impossible to fly.
On every side he was encompassed with a vast extent of sea and land, which
he could never hope to traverse without being discovered, seized, and restored
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to his irritated master. Beyond the frontiers, his anxious view could discover
nothing except the ocean, inhospitable deserts, hostile tribes of barbarians of
fierce manners and unknown language, or dependent kings who would gladly
purchase the emperor’s protection by the sacrifice of an obnoxious fugitive.
¢ Wherever you are,’ said Cicero to the exiled Marcellus, ¢ remember-that you
are equally within the power of the congueror.’ ”’— Gibbon’s Decline and Fall
of the Romanr Empire, chap. 3, par. 37.

25. What was indicated by the mixture of clay and iron in the feet
and toes ?

¢« And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potter’s clay, and part of
iron, the kingdom shall be divided.”” Dan. 2 41.

NoTE.— The presence of clay with the iron indicates the weakness that came
into the empire through the growing luxury and effeminacy of its people.
This made the kingdom an easy prey to the various tribes of barbarians who
inhabited those vast regions lying north and east of Western Rome, and who,
multiplying through many preceding centuries, at length, in the early part of
the Christian era, hung in countless multitudes, like the dark clouds of an all-
devastating storm, along its border. By these the Western empire of Rome
was broken up into ten divisions. The era of this dissolution covered almost a
hundred and fifty years, from about the middle of the fourth century to near
the close of the fifth. No historians place the beginning of this work of the
dismemberment of the Roman empire earlier than A. D. 351, and none assign
its close to a later date than A. D. 483. Of the intermediate dates, that is,
the precise time from which each of the ten kingdoms that arose on the ruins
of the Roman empire is to be dated, there is some difference of views among
historians. And this is not strange, as we consider that that was an era of
great confusion, when the map of Rome underwent many metamorphoses,
when there were revolutions and counter-revolutions, movements and counter-
movements, changes and counter-changes, and nations were placed and dis-
placed, sometimes in rapid succession. But all historians agree in this, that
out of the territory of Western Rome, ten separate Kingdoms were ultimately
established, and we may safely assign them to the time between the extreme
dates named above — A. D. 35I and 483.

The ten nations which were the most instrumental in breaking up the
Roman empire may be named (without respect to the time of their establish-
ment) as follows : The Huns, Ostrogoths, Visigoths, Franks, Vandals, Suevi,
Burgundians, Heruli, Anglo-Saxons, and Lombards. The connection be-
tween these and some of the modern nations of Europe, is still traceable in the
names, as England, Burgundy, Lombardy, France, etc. See ¢ Newton on the
Prophecies,’’ pp. 209, 210, Machiavelli, Gibbon, etc. )

Many political revolutions and territorial changes have occurred in Europe
since the beginning of the sixth century ; but the divided state of the country
still continues; and Mr. Scott, the commentator, affirms that these political
divisions have ever since been recognized as the ten kingdoms of Western
Europe. They will continue to the end.

26. What is to take place in the days of these kings ?

¢ And in the days of these kings skall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which
shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people,
but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand
forever.”” Dan. 2:44. :



24 PROPUETIC WISTORY OF THE WORLD.

NotEes. — It will be readily seen that this everlasting kingdom to be set up on the
ruins of the ten kingdoms, could not have been established in the days of
Christ, as at that time the ten kingdoms were not in existence. We know that
God’s kingdom is still in the future, because the ten kingdoms are yetin ex-
istencc; and this could not be if God’s kingdom here spoken of had been
set up, for that is to destroy and take the place of the ten.

¢¢<In-the days of these kings, the God of heaven shall set up a kingdom.”
This shows that at the time the kingdom of God is set up, there will be a
plurality of kings existing contemporaneously. It cannot refer to the four
preceding kingdoms ; for it would be absurd to use such language in refer-
ence (o a line of successive kings, since it would be in the days of the last
king only, not in the days of any of the preceding, that the kingdom of God
would be set up.”” — Zwoughts on Daniel and the Revelation, p. 63.

27. Can there be any doubt regarding the fulfillment of this prophecy ?

““The great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter :
and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.’’ Dan. 2:45.
History corroborates the predictions of this prophecy up to the very last spec-
ification, and we can readily believe that this, too, will be fulfilled as certainly
as all the others. How fully the inspiration of the Bible is vindicated, can
be known only by the study of the prophetic word.

(QOOK for the way-marks as you journey on,

% Look. for the way-marks, passing one by one;
Down through the ages, past the kingdoms, four, —
Where are we standing? Look the way-marks o’er.

First, Babylonia’s kingdom ruled the world,
Then Medo-Persia’s banners were unfurled ;
And after Greece held universal sway,

Rome seized the scepter — where are we to-day ?

Down in the feet of iron and of clay,”

Weak and divided, soon to pass away ;

What will the next great, glorious drama be ? —=
Christ and his coming, and eternity.
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Four GBreat WMorarchies.

SANIEL’S second vision was given at what time?

“In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and
visions of his head upon his bed; then he wrote the dream, and told
the sum of the matters.” Dan. 7:1.

@ 2. What did the prophet first see?

¢ Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, /e four
winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea.’’ Verse 2.

3. What was the result of this strife?

¢« And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another.”
Verse 3.

4. What did the beasts represent?
¢ These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the
earth.”” Verse 17. The word %ings here denotes Aimgdoms, as explained in
verses 23, 24.
5. In symbolic language, what is represented by winds? Jer. 25: 31—
33; 4936, 37 '
NoTE. — *¢ The strife and commotion which produces all this destruction is called
a great whirlwind. That winds denote strife and war is further evident from
a consideration of the vision itself ; for as the result of the striving of the

winds, kingdoms arise and fall; and these events are accomplished through
political strife.” — Zhoughts on Daniel and the Revelation, p. 110.

6. What is symbolized by the'term waters 2

¢ And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, . . . are peoples, and
multitudes, and nations, and tongues.”” Rev. 17:15.

NoTE. —In the second chapter of Daniel (see reading on ¢ Prophetic History of
the World,” p. 17) four universal kingdoms are introduced, namely, Babylon,
Medo-Persia, Grecia, and Rome. These are represented by the head of
gold, the breast and arms of silver, the belly and thighs of brass, and the legs
of iron, with feet part of iron and part of clay. As four kingdoms are
also introduced in the seventh chapter, we may safely conclude that these
kingdoms, symbolized by a lion, a bear, a leopard, and a great and terrible
beast with ten horns, are identical with those of the second chapter. The
reason why the same ground is again covered, is well given in these words:
¢ The ground is passed over again and again, that additional characteristics
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may be brought out, and additional facts and features may be presented. It
is thus that we have line upon line. Here earthly governments are viewed as
represented-in the light of Heaven. Their true character is shown by the

“symbol of wild and ravenous beasts.”” — Zowughts on Daniel and the Revela-
tion, p. 117.

7. What was the first beast like ?

¢ The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings: I beheld till the wings thereof
were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the
feet as a man, and a man’s heart was given to it.”” Dan. 7:4.

NoTEs. — ‘¢ The first of these beasts (like the golden head in Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream) evidently intends the Babylonian monarchy, and is described as a lion
with eagles’ wings.”” — Cotlage Bible.

At first the lion had eagles’ wings, denoting the rapidity with which
Babylon extended its conquests under Nebuchadnezzar. When this vision
of Daniel 7 was given, a change had taken place; its wings had been
plucked. It no longer flew like an eagle upon its prey. The boldness and
spirit of the lion were gone. A man’s heart—weak, timorous, and faint—
had taken its place. Such was emphatically the case with the Babylonian
empire under Belshazzar. :

8. By what was the second kingdom symbolized ?
¢“ And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on
one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and
they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh.” Verse 5.
NoTEs. — “The kingdom here réferred to was undoubtedly the Medo-Persian,
established by Cyrus.”” — Barnés’s Notes on Dan. 2 : 39._

«This was the Medo- Persian empire, represented here under the symbol of
the dear. . . . The Medes and Persians are compared to a bear on account
of their ¢ruelty and thirst after blood, a bear being a most voracious aid cruel
animal. The Jdear is termed by Aristotle an all-devouring animal ; and the
Medo-Persians are known to have been great 7obders and spoilers. See Jer.
51 :48-56.” — 4. Clarke, o Dan. 7 . 5.

‘¢ As in the great image of chapter 2, so in this series of symbols, a marked
deterioration will be noticed as we descend from one kingdom to another.
The breast and -arms of silver were inferior to the head of gold. The bear
was inferior to the lion. Medo-Persia fell short of Babylon™in wealth and
magnificence, and the brilliancy of its'career. . . . The three ribs perhaps
signify the three provinces of Babylon, Lydia, and Egypt, which were espe-
cially ground down and oppressed by this power.”” — Z%owughts on Daniel and
the Revelation, pp. 117, 118.

0. By what was the third universal empire symbolized ?

«« After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of
it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was
given to it.””  Verse 6. ‘

NOTES. — ¢ This bear having disappeared, the prophet saw an extraordinary
“leopard ’ rise up in its stead. This was the emblem of the Grecian, or Mace-
donian empire, which for the time was the most renowned in the world.” —
Scott, on Dan. 7 : 6. '
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10. How is the fourth kingdom represented ?
¢« After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and

«Two wings, the number the lion had, were not sufficient, it [the leopard]
must have four; and this must denote unparalleled celerity of movement,
which we find to be historically true of the Grecian kingdom. The conquests
of Grecia under Alexander have no parallel in historic annals for suddenness
and rapidity.” — Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation, p. 118.

¢« Alexander, in less than eight years, marched his army upwards of seven-
teen hundred leagues [or more than jfifty-one hundred miles], without includ-
ing his return to Babylon.” — Rellin’s Ancient History, b. 15, sec. 2.

¢ ¢« The beast had also four heads.” The Grecian empire maintained its
unity but little longer than the lifetime of Alexander. Within fifteen years
after his brilliant career ended in a drunken debauch [B. c. 323], the empire
was divided among his four leading generals. Cassander had Macedon and
Greece in the west; Lysimachus had Thrace and the parts of Asia on the
Hellespont and Bosporus in the north; Ptolemy received Egypt, Lydia,
Arabia, Palestine, and Ccele-Syria in the south; and Seleucus had Syria and
all the rest of Alexander’'s dominions in the east. These divisions were de-
noted by the four heads of the leopard.”” — Toughts on Danie! and the Rev-
elation, p. 119. See also Cottage Bible notes on this prophecy.

~

terrible, and strong exceedingly ; and it had great iron teetk o it devoured and
brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it : and it was diverse
from all the beasts that were before it ; and it had ten horns.”” Verse 7.

NoOTES. — A fourth beast. — *“ The Roman empire, which destroyed the Grecian,

and became mistress of the world.”” — Bagster, in Cottage Bible.

¢ The fourth kingdom, symbolized hy the fourth beast, is accurately repre-
sented by the Roman power."” — Barnes, on Dan. 7, p. 321.

««This ¢fourth beast’ evidently accords with the legs and feet of iron,
which were seen by Nebuchadnezzar in his visionary image, and which were
at length divided into ten toes. . . . This was doubtless an emblem of the
Roman state.’” — Scott, on Dan. 7 - 7.

Daniel asked no questions concerning the first three beasts of this series,
evidently, becanse he understood their application frony the knowledge gained
when the interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was made known to him.
Smith says : ¢ But he was astonished at this fourth beast, so unnatural and
dreadful ; for the further we come down the stream of time, the further it is
necessary to depart from natnre in forming symbols accurately to represent
the degenerating governments of this earth.”” — Zhoughts on Daniel and the
Revelation, p. 126.

“This is allowed on all hands, to be the Roman empire. It was dreadful,
terrible, and exceeding strong; . . : and became in effect, what the Roman
writers delight to call it, 2ke empire of the whole world.”’ — A. Clarke, on
Dar. 7 7.

11. What was denoted by the ten horns?

« And the ten horns out of this kingdom are fen kings that shall arise: ard

another shall rise after them ; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he
shall subdue three kings.”” Dan. 7:24.

NOTE. — ¢“The ten horns here answer to the ‘ten toes’ in Nebuchadnezzar’s

image.”” — Bagster, in Cotlage Bible.
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57l T what time was Rome divided into ten parts? — Between
I the years 351 and 483 A. D. See reading, “ Prophetic History
a4 of the World,” page 17, notes following question z5.

3 2. After the ten horns had arisen, what was seen coming up
among them ?

I considercd the horns, and, behold, therc came wp among them another littlé
korn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the
roots.”” Dan. 7:8. \

NoTEs. — We must, then, look for the development of the ¢little horn” this
side of A. D. 483. About that time, in fact, there was a pretentious power,
seeking acknowledgment of its claims. As early as the beginning of the
sixth century the bishops of Rome had become powerful enough to exert con-
siderable of that influence at the imperial court which ere long exalted them
to a station where they could command the kings of the earth. There was
only one hinderance to their supremacy, — the opposition of the Arian powers
to the doctrines of the Catholics, especially to that of the Trinity. These
opposing powers were rooted up, the Heruli in 493, the Vaundals in 534, and
the Ostrogoths in 538, See ¢ Student’s Gibbon,” pp. 309-319.

Tt is a remarkable fact, that the popes to this day wear a triple crown, —
a fact that exists in regard to no other monarchs. . . . The papacy [is]
well represented by the ¢little horn.” . . . Infact, this one power absorbed
into itself three of these sovereignties.” — Barnes’s Notes on Daniel, p. 327.
¢ 'The most remarkable was the little horn, which rose affer the others,
and is by Protestant commentators (and we think with godd reason) explained
of the ecclesiastical dominion of the pope or bishop of Rome.”’ — Cottage Bible.
¢In 533, Justinian entered upon his Vandal and Gothic wars. Wishing
to secure the influence of the pope and the Catholic party, he issued that mem-

[29]
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orable letter which was to constitute the pope the head of all the churches,
and from the carrying out of which, in 538 [when the last of the three Arian
horns was plucked up], the period of papal supremacy is to be dated. And
whoever will read the history of the African campaign, 533-534, and the Italian
campaign, 534-538, will notice that the Catholics everywhere hailed as deliv-
erers the army of Belisarius, the general of Justinian.”” — Zhoughts on Daniel
and the Revelation, p. 136.

¢ The celebrated letter of Justinian to the pope in the year 533, not only
recognized all previous privileges, but exnlarging them, and entitling the pope
and his church to many immunities and rights, which afterward gave origin

1o the pretensions displayed in the canon law.” — Gavazzi's Lectures, p. 66.
. !

It is clearly evident, therefore, that just as soon as the last opposition to
the papacy was removed, it became firmly seated by the famous letter of
Justinian, — that the bishop of Rome should be recognized as the head of the
universal church and the corrector of heretics. The year 538 A. D. may be
set down, then, as the time when the papacy became an established power.

3. After speaking of the subjugation of the three powers by the

“little horn,” what comparison does he draw between the sub-
duing power and the others?

¢« And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise : and another

shall rise after them ; and /e shall be diverse from the first, and he shall sub-
due three kings.”” Dan. 7:24.

NoTEs. — ¢¢ This evidently points out the papal supremacy, in every respect di-

verse from the former, which, from small beginnings, thrust itself up among
the ten kingdoms, till at length it successxvely eradicated three of them.” —
Bagster, in Collage Bible.

““They [the ten] were political kingdoms. And now we have but to
inquire if any kingdom has arisen among the ten kingdoms of the Roman
empire since A. D. 483, and yet diverse from them all; and if so, what
one. The answer is, The spiritual kingdom of the papacy. This answers to
the symbol in every particular, as is easily proved.’’ — Zlkowughts on Daniel
and the Revelation, p. 127.

4. How was this power to use its authority ?

«¢ And he shall speak great words against the Most I7igh, and shall wear out the

saints of the Most High, and tkink to change tines and laws ; and they shall
be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.”
Verse 25.

NoTEs. — The.pope calls himself ¢¢the vicar of Christ.”” Leo X. blasphemously

styled himself ¢ The lion of the tribe of Judah.”” Leo XIIL allowed himself
to be called ¢ The Lord our God.”” Pope Martin V. called himself ¢ The
most holy and most happy, who is the arbiter of heaven and the lord of the
earth, the successor of St. Peter, the anointed of the Lord, the master of the
universe, the father of kings, the light of the world.”

Augustinus Triumphus, a popish author, said : **The very doubt whether
the council be greater than the pope is absurd, because it involves the contra-
diction that the supreme pontiff is not supreme. /e cannot err, he cannot be
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decetved. 1t must be conceived concerning him that ke drows all things.”’
Tius blasphemy was solemnly indorsed by the cardirals and bishops of the
Catholic Church, in the Ecumenical Council of 1870, which declared the pope
to be infallible.

The following is a portion of the infallibility dogma as translated by
Hon- W. E. Gladstone, in the ¢ Vatican Council,” p. 201 : ‘¢ All the faith-
ful of Christ must believe that the holy apostolical see and the Roman pontiff
possesses the primacy over the whole world, and that the Roman pontiff is the
successor of blessed Peter, prince of the apostles, and is true vicar of Christ,
and head of the whole church, and father and teacher of all Christians; and
that full power was given to him in blessed Peter to rule, feed, and govern
the universal church by Jesus Christ our Lord.” .

¢t They have assumed infallibility, which belongs only to God. They pro-
fess to forgive sins, which belongs only to God. They profess to open and
shut heaven, which belongs only to God. They profess to be higher than all
the kings of the earth, which belongs only to God. And they go deyond God
in pretending to loose whole nations from their oath of allegiance to their
kings, when such kings do not please them. And they go agarnst God, when -
they give Zndulgences for sin. This is the worss of «ll blasphemies.”’ —
A. Clarke, on Dan. 7. 25.

5. How has the papacy worn out the saints ? — By its relentless per-
secutions of Christians, having put to death more than fifty
million during the period of its supremacy.

NoTEes. — ¢ No computaticn can reach the numbers who have been put to death,
in different ways,.on account of their mamtaining the profession of the gospel,
and opposing the corruptions of the Church of Rome. A million of poor
Waldenses perished in France; nine hundred thousend orthodox Christians
were slain in less than thirty years after the institution of the order of the
Jesuits.  The Duke of Alva boasted of having put to death in the Nether-
lands tkirty-six thousand by the hand of the common executioner during the
space of a few years The Inquisition destroyed, by various tortures, one
hundred and fifty thousaend within thirty years. These are a few specimens,
and but a few, of those which history has recorded. But the total amount
will never be known till the earth shall disclose her blood, and no more cover
her slain.” — Scotp’s Church History. For further evidence, see Barnes's
Notes on Daniel,”” p. 328; Buck’s ¢ Theological Dictionary," art. Persecu-
tions ; Dowling’s ¢¢History of Romanism;’’ ¢ Fox’s Book of Martyrs;”’
Charlotte Elizabeth’s ¢ Martyrology 3>’ < The Wars of the Huguenots ;”* his-
tories of the Reformation, etc.

“To parry the force of this damaging testimony from all history, papists
deny that thé church has ever persecuted any one; it has been the secular
power ; the church has only passed decision upon the question of heresy, and
then turncd the offenders over to the civil power, to be dealt with according
to the pleasure of the secular court. The impious hypocrisy of this claim is
transparent enough to make it an absolute insult.to common sense. In those
days of persecution, what was' the secular power?—Simply a tool in the
hand of the church, and under its control, to do its bloody bidding. And
when the church delivered its prisoners to the executioners to be destroyed,
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with fiendish mockery. it made use of the following formula: *And we do
leave thee to the secular arm, and to the power of the secular court; but at
the same time do most earnestly beseech that court so to moderate its sentence
as not to touch thy blood, nor to put thy life in any sort of danger.’ And
then, as intended, the unfortunate victims of popish hate were immediately
executed.”’ — Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation, p. 141. See Geddes’s
«Tracts on Popery;” ¢ View of the Court of Inquisition in Portugal,”’ p.
446 ; Limborch, vol. 2, p. 289.

6. What change has the papacy sought to make in the law of God?

It has expunged the greater part of the second commandment, in order to estab-
lish the adoration of images, dividing the tenth to complete the number ten.
It hae also abolished the fourth commandment (as far as its power extends) by
substituting the first day of the week for the seventh. See Catholic Cate-
chisms ; also ¢ Plain Talk about the Protestantism of To-day,” p. 213; ““The
Catholic Christian Instructed,’” chap. 23 ; ‘A Sure Way to Find out the True
Religion,” pp. g5, 96.

«“The keeping holy the Sunday is a thing absolutely necessary to salva-
tion; and yet this is nowhere put down in the Bible; on the contrary, the
Bible says, Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy (Ex. 20:8), which is
Saturday, and not Sunday ; therefore the Bible does not contain all things
necessary to salvation, and, consequently, cannot be a sufficient rule of faith.”
— A Sure Way to Find out the True Religion.

7. How long was the papacy to have power over the saints, times,
and laws?

¢ And they shall be given into his hand unti/ a time and times and the dividing of
time.”’ Dan. 7 :25, latter part.

8. Where is this expressibn of time found in the New Testament ?

« And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into
the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times,
and half a time, from the face of the serpent.” Rev. 12:14.

9. 1ow is this same period again represented? -

“ And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of
God, that they should feed her there a thousand tiwo hundred and threescore
days.” Verse 6. These days, being in symbolic prophecy, are themselves
symbolic.

10. What is the rule for reckoning symbolic days ?

« This shall be a sign to the house of Israel. . . . And when thou hast accomplished
them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house
of Judah forty days : 7 hawe appointed thee each day for a year.” Eze. 4:3-
6; Num. 14:34.

NoTEs. — ¢“ So Eze. 4: 6, ] have appointed thee each day for a year,’ where the
prophet was symbolically to bear the iniquity of Israel as many days as they
had sinned years. In this usage we find authority for interpreting days in
prophecy as denoting ¢vears.’ *’ — George Bush, Prof. of Hebrew and Ori-
ental Literature in New York City University, Noles on Num. 14 : 34.
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It is a singular fact that the great mass of interpreters in the English
and American world have, for many years, been wont to understand the days
designated in Daniel and the Apocalypse as the representatives,or symbols,of
years. 1 have found it difficult to trace the origin of this general, I might say
almost universal, custom.” — Stuart’s Hints, p. 77.

Then 1260 years was to be the period of papal dominion. It having
been established A. D. 538, the time when Justinian’s decree went into effect,
we find that the power of the papacy should be broken in 1798.

11. What event marked the close of this period ?

In February, 1798, Berthier entered Rome at the head of the French army, and
taking Pope Pius VI. prisoner, established a republic in Rome. The pope
died in exile the following year. For over two years there was no pope.
See Chambers’s Cyclopedia, art. Pius.

In a. D. 1797, Napoleon was ordered by the French Directory to destroy
the papal government. The pope was helpless, but instead of obeying orders,
Napoleon, on his own responsibility, macde peace with him, and returned to
France. The words of the history are as follows : —

‘“ Bonaparte now mvaded the papal territories, and rapidly overran them.
He had orders from the directory to destroy the papal government, but, on his
own responsibility, he disregarded these instructions, and concluded with the
helpless pontiff the peace of Talentino on the 19th of February, 1797. Upon
the return of Bonaparte from Italy, General Berthier was ordered by the di-
rectory to carry out its instructions respecting the papal government, which
Bonaparte had dechned to execute. The people of the papal states were
thoroughly discontented. Berthier marched to Rome, and was received as a
deliverer. He proclaimed the restoration of the Roman republic ; made Pope
Pius V1. a prisoner, and stripped him of all his property, . . . and removed
him to France, where he was detained in captivity,”” — Pictorial History of
the World, p. 756+

The pope was just as helpless in 1797 as he was in 1798, but 1797 was too
early ; the time did not fully expire till 17¢8; and ¢“the Scripture cannot be
broken.””  John 10: 35. ;

12. What was to take place before the dominion should be entirely
taken away ? :

““ But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume
and to destroy it unto the end.”” Dan. 7:26.

13. Where in this chapter is this judgment first spoken of ?

A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him : thousand thousands min-
istered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: zZe
Judgment was set, and the books were opened.” Verse 10.

NoTE. —The judgment scene here noticed is laid in heaven. (See reading on
¢The Judgment,” p.75.) But even in connection with the judgment (Dan.
7+ 11) this power speaks such great blasphemy that the special attention of the
prophet is called to his words. At the Ecumenical Council, July, 1870, the
pope caused himself to be proclaimed infallible by a vote of 538 against 2.

3
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14. How soon after this did the pope lose his temporal dominion ?

In September, 1870, when Rome, no longer supported by the French, who had
been defeated by the Germans, surrendered to Victor Emmanuel. Possession
of the pope’s dominion was formally taken Oct. 2, 1870. See Chambers’s
Cyclopedia, art. Italy.

15. By what means is the beast to be'destroyed ?

‘1 beheld then, because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake, I
beheld éven till tke beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the
burning flame.”’ Dan. 7:11.

16. What is the “burning flame” that is to destroy thebpapacy ?

“ And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom tke Zord shall consume with the
spirit of his moth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.”
2 Thess. 2: 8, :
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HAT special promise did the Saviour make concerning his
second coming ?

¢In my Father’s house are many mansions : if it were not so, I would have told
you. Igo to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for
you, 7 wzll come again, and receive you unto myself ; that where T am, there
ye may be also.”” John 14:2,3.

2. What-was to take place before the Lord should return?

“ The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great
and the terrible day of the Lord come.” Joel 2: 31.

3. Upon hearing Christ say that the time would come when the tem-
ple at ]erusalem should be entirely destroyed, what did the dis-
ciples ask him?

““Tell us, when shall these things be? and what ska/l be the sign of thy coming,
and of the end of the world ?*”> Matt. 24 : 3.
4. Did he intimate that the end was then close at hand ?

““And Jesus answered and said unto them, 7ake leed that no man deceive you.
For many shall come in my name, saying, T am Christ; and shall deceive
many. And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be not
troubled ; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.”
Verses 4-6.

5. After telling them there would be wars, famines, pestilences, and
earthquakes in many places, what did he say these would be?
' [35]
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¢« All these are the beginning of sorrows.”’ Verse 8. © With all these things taking
place as only the beginning of sorrows, the disciples certainly could not look
for the Lord's coming in their generation.

6. To what extent is the gospel to be preached before the end ?

‘“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations ; and then shall the end come.”” Verse 14. The word then,
as here used, is an adverb of time, meaning ¢at that time.”” The gospel to
be so preached is not to convers the world ; but is to be simply a  witness
unto all nations, that they may be condemned who do not obey it.

7. What has been already admitted concerning the progress of the
gospel ?

“W:thm a year, Central Africa, the last remaining stronghold of barbarism, has
been opened up, and missionaries are now preaching the truth in the territory
of one of its fiercest and most powerful kings. If the doctrine of the' pre-
millennialists be correct, — that the gospel is to be preached, not to convert the
world, ¢but for a witness unto all nations,’ and that when it is so preached we
dre to expect the end, — then it may well be that the end is nearer than most
of us think.” — Christian Union, Nov. 13, 1878.

8. After giving a general summary of matters, how did the Lord par-
ticularize the events of the future?

““When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel
the prophet, stand in the holy place (whoso readeth, let him uuderstand) ”
Matt. 24 :15.

9. How is this same thought expressed elsewhere ?

““ And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the
desolation thereof is nigh.”” Luke 21 :

10. What did our-Lord say was to follow this destruction of the city ?’

“For thenn shall be great tribulation, such as was nol since the beginning of the
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” Matt. 24 : 21.

11. How long was the papal power to hold sway over the saints ?

¢“ And he shall speak great words against the Most High, and shall wear out the
saints of the Most High, and think to change times and laws : and they shall
be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.”’
Dan. 7:25.

12. What is the meaning of the expression, “time and times and the
dividing of time” ?

¢“And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of
God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore
days.’” Rev. 12:6. The period here given is again expressed in verse 14,
by ¢ time, times, and half [dividing of] a time.”” Twelve hundred and sixty
days, then, is here meant by the expression ¢ time, times, and half a time.”
But these days themselves are syméolic, and must refer to some /Zireral period
of time,
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13. ‘What does a symbolic day indicate ?

¢“This shall be a sign [symbol] to the house of Isracl. . . . And when thou hast
accomplished them, lie again on thy right sidc, and thou shalt bear the
iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: 7 lhave appointed thee eack day
for a year.”” Eze. 4:3-6.

NOTE. — These symbolic days would therefore indicate an equal number of lit-
erai years. The papacy received its power to correct heretics in A. D. 53¢, by
the confirmation of Justinian, the Roman emperor. The time to which the pa-
pal power over the saints would extend (1260 years), ended in 1798. For fur-
ther explanation of this point, see reading on ‘* A Remarkable Symbol,” p. 29.

14. What did the Lord say would be done in view of the rigor of that
persecution ?

« And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved : buz
Jor the élect's sake those days shall be shortened.”  Matt. 24 :22. The days
of persecution simply, were to be shortened, and not the days predicted for
the Roman power to bear rule. The Reformation under Wickliffe, Luther,
and others softened public sentiment, which in a measure restrained the rage
of the papacy, and so modified the tribulation.

15. Did the Lord say he would return immediately after the tribulation
ceased ? -

¢ Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great
signs and wonders ; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the
very elect.””  Matt. 24:23, 24.

16. ‘'What did he say would immediately follow?

<« Immediately after ke ¢ribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the
powers of the heavens shall be shaken.” Verse 29.

17. How is this expressed by Mark?

«“But iz those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her light.”” Mark 13:24. Thatis, 2z the days of the
papal power, but after the tribulation ceases, shall these events take place.
The persecution was the strongest under the direction of the Jesuits. This
order was founded by Ignatius Loyola, and established by Pope Paul, Sept.
27, 1540. It finally became so distasteful to the popes, on account of its con-
tinually growing power, that by a papal bull the order was dissolved, July 21,
1773. From this time on there is no record of any open persecution of the
saints. Then, according to the last text quoted, somewhere between 1773,
when the persecution ended, and 1798, the time to which the prophetic days
extended, we must look for the first of these signs given by our Lord — the
darkening of the sun.

18. Was there such a phenomenon? If so, when did it occur? — On
May 19, 1780.
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Norks. — ¢ The 19th day of May, 1780, was a remarkably dark day. Candles
were lighted in many houses. The birds were silent, and disappeared. . The
fowls retired to roost. It was the general opinion that the day of judgment
was at hand. The Legislature of Connecticut was in session at Hartford,
but being unable to transact business, adjourned.” — President Dwight, in
Historical Collections.

““The greatest darkness was at least equal to what is commonly called
candle-lighting in:the eveming. The appearance was indeed uncommon, and
the cause unknown.’’ — Connecticut Fournal, New Haven, May 25, r780.

“Dark Day, The, May 19, 1780, so called on account of a remarkable
darkness on that day, extending over all New England. In some places, per-
sons could not see to read common ‘print 1n the open air for several hours
together. . . . The true cause of this remarkable phenomenon 7s ot
known.”’ — Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, in Explanatory and Pronounc-
ing Vocabulary, art. Dark Day.

The inquiry may be raised, Why was the darkening of the sun confined to
so limited a district as a portion of the Western Hemisphere, if it was to be a
sign of the Lord’s coming ? to which we reply : God has given to the inhabit-
ants of the Old World many signs of Christ’s second coming; and why
should not others be favored in this respect ? Shall we criticise Him who is
toowise to err 7 The inhabitants of the Old World can say : On our territory
mighty. kingdoms arose and fell, according to the sure word of prophecy:
Here the pope lost his temporal power at a time marked by prophecy —a
sure indication of the end near; and here great nations are taking the lead
in preparing for the last great battle. Itis for God to distribute the signs .
according to his wisdom and good pleasure, and it is for us to accept them
with submission and gratitude, whether we witness them ourselves, or whether
others witness them and report them to us. The Jews never saw the star that
led to the spot where the Saviour was born, nor did most of them witness
many of the Saviour’s mighty miracles. Were they therefore justified in not’
believing on him ? :

19. When did the moon refuse to shine ? -

¢ The night succeeding that day (May 19, 1780) was of such pitchy darkness that
in some instances horses could not be compelled to leave the stable when
wanted for service.” — Stone’s History of Beverly (Mass.).
The darkness of the night was as supernatural as that of the previous day,
from the fact, as stated by Dr. Adams, that ¢ the moon had fulled the day
‘before.”

2o. When did the stars fall, as predicted in the prophecy ? — Novem- .
ber 13, 1833.

NoTEes. — ¢ But the most sublime phenomenon of shooting stars of which the
world has furnished any record, was witnessed throughout the United States
on the morning of the 13th of November, 1833. The entire extent of this
astonishing exhibition has not been precisely ascertained ; but it covered no
inconsiderable portion of the earth’s surface. . . . The whole heavens
seemed in motion, and suggested to some the awful grandeur of the image-



lg0) . COPYRIGHTED, 1868..

MORNING. MID-DAY,

THE DARK DAY OF MAY 19, 1780.



OUR LORD'S GRTAT PROPHECY. 41

employed in the Apocalypse, upon the opening of the sixth seal, when *the
stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig-tree casteth her untimely
figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind." "’ — Burritt’s Geography of the
. Heavens, p. 163, ed. 1854.

¢“No language, indeed, can come up to the splendor of that magnificent
display; and I hesitate not to say that no one who did not witness it can form
an adequate conception of its glory. 1t seemed as if the whole starry heavens
hadcongregated at one point near the zenith, and were simultaneously shoot-
ing forth, with the velocity of lightning, to every part of the horizon ; and yet
they were not exhausted ; thousands swiftly followed in the track of thou-
sands, as if created for the occasion.’ — Christian Advocate and Fournal,
Dec. 13, 1833.

A star or a meteor, prepared for the occasion, went before the wise men to
direct them to the Saviour. It is not necessary that the planetary worlds
should fall in order that the prophecy of Matt. 24:29 may be literally
fulfilled.

¢ The spectacle must have been of the sublimest order. The apostle John
might have had it before him when he indited the passage referring to the
opening of the sixth seal : ¢ And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even
as a fig-tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.””
— Edward Dunkin, I'. R. A. S. of the Royal Observatory, Greenwick, in
« The Heavens and the Earth,” p. 186,

21. When the trees put forth their leaves, what does it indicate ?

*“Now learn a parable of the fig-tree : When his branch is yet tender, and putteth
forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh.’’ Matt. 24 :32.

22. What just as surely indicates the Lord’s speedy coming?

““So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the
doors.”  Verse 33. ’

23. How near is the Lord's coming when these signs have been ful-
filled ? ' :

““Verily I say unto you, 7kis generation shall not pass, till all these things be
fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
away.” Verses 34, 35. As though he said, This generation of which I
speak ; the one that actually sees the last sign, has seen a// of them in the
sense that we have seen the progress of science. We have not actually lived
during its entire development, but we look back and say we have seenit. So
in this case. The same original word here used and translated *¢this,” also
occurs in Luke 17 :34 : ¢‘I tell you in #4af night [the night of which I speak]
there shall be two in one bed.”

24. Can we know the day and hour of his coming?

¢ But of that day and hour dnowetk no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my
Father only.” Verse 36.

25. What will be the moral condition of the world when the Lord
' comes ?
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¢ But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,
and knew not until the flood came and took them all away ; so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be.”” Verses 37-39. '

26. If we have knowledge of the Lord’s coming, what is our duty ?

¢ Therefore be ye also ready ; for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man
cometh.” Verse 44.

27. What will be the doom of those who say in their hearts that the
Lord is not soon coming?

¢t But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming,
. the lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for
him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, and shall cut him asunder [mar-
gin, cut him off ], and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites ; there shall
be weeping, and gnashing of teeth.”” Matt. 24 :48-51.

N the sun, and moon, and stars,
Signs and wonders have appeared ;

Earth has groaned with bloody wars,
And the hearts of men have feared.

Soon shall ocean’s hoary deep,
Tossed with stroager tempests, rise ;

Darker storms the mountains sweep,
Fiercer lightnings rend the skies.

Dread alarms shall shake the proud,
Pale amazement, restless fear;
And amid the thunder-cloud
Shall the Judge of men appear.

But, though from his awful face,
Heaven shall fade, and earth shall fly,
Fear not ye, his chosen race,
Your redemption draweth nigh.

REGINALD HEBER.

2 Lon s S



The Millennium.

Q”MQOW did the Saviour say it would be in the days of the Son of
@éﬁ}) man (or when the Son of man would be revealed) ?
““ And as it was in the days of Noak, so shall it be also in the days of the
Son of man.”” Luke 17:26. Read also verses 27-3o, and Matt.
©24:37-39.
2. How was it in the days of Noah?
“ And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” Gen.
6:5.
3. How did Paul characterize the last days?
¢« This know, also, that in the last days perilows times shall come.”” 2 Tim. 3:1.

4. What will make those times perilous ?

“ For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphem-
ers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection,
truce-breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God ; Laving a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.’” Verses2-5.

5. But will not this state of things grow better before the Lord comes ?

“ But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being de-
ceived.” Verse 13. .
NOTE. — ¢“ Even to the end of time there will still be occasion for the same com-
.plaint ; the world will grow no better, no, not when it is drawing toward its
period. Bad it is, and bad it will be, and worsz of ai/ just before Christ’s
coming.”’ — Matthew Henry, on Luke 18 : 8.

6. Will it be easy for those living at this time to serve the Lord? = |,

“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”” Verse
12.

NoTE. — ¢ As it was formerly, so it is now, and so it will be to the end of time;
he that is born after the flesh, the natural man, does and will persecute him
that is born after the Spirit, the regenerate man. Notwithstanding some may
live in more peaceful times than others, yet all Christians in all ages will suf-
fer persecution.”’ — Memoirs and Sermons of Whitefield.

[43]
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7. According to the parable of the wheat and the tares, how long are
the good and the bad to remain together ?

¢ The field is the world ; the good seed are the children of the kingdom ; but the
tares are the children of the wicked one ;”’ the enemy that sowed them is the
Devil.  “Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of the
harvest T will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind
them.” Matt. 13:38, 30.

8. When does the harvest come?
¢ The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world;
and the reapers arc the angels.”” Verse 39. Thus it is plain that the wicked
(tares) live with the righteous (wheat) till the end of the world. There is,
then, no time before Christ’s coming for a sinless state, in which all men

shall give glory to God.

9. When shall the “man of sin” (2 Thess. 2: 3), also called “that
Wicked,” cease his iniquity ?
<« And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom ke Zord shall consume with the
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.”
2 Thess. 2:8.

NOTE. — “ Probably no such time shall ever appear, in which evil shall be
wholly banished from the earth, till after the day of judgment, when, the
earth having been burnt up, a new heaven and a new earth shall be pro-
duced out of the ruins of the old, by the mighty power of God; righteousness
alone shall dwell in them.”’ — Dr. A. Clarke, on Rev. 20 - 2.

1o. How long is the “little horn” (Dan. 7: 25) to make war with the
saints ?

«1 beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against
them ; wuntil the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints
of the Most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.”
Dan. 7:21, 22.

11. How many classes of people will there be on the earth when the
Lord comes?

«For yourselves know perfectly that ke day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in
the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety ; then sudden destruc-
tion cometh wpon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall
not escape. Bul ye, brethren, are no! in darkness, that that day should over-
take you as a thief.”” 1 Thess. 5:2-4. .

12. What will those who are in darkness say when they hear about the
Lord’s .coming ?

« Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his coming 2 for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of

the creation.”” 2 Peter 3:3, 4.
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13. What will be popularly taught in the last days?

“But in the last days . . . many nations shall comc and say, Come,
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the
God of Jacob; . . . and he shall judge among many people, and

rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears “into pruning-hooks; nation shall not
lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”
Micah 4:1-3.

14.‘What does the Lord say will be. the actual condition of the world
just before the end?

“ Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles: Prepare war, wake up the mighty
men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up: beat your
plowshares into swords, and your pruning-hooks into spears: let
the weak say, I am strong.” Joel 3:9, 10.

Nores.—The annual amount paid for war in the world is about $1,152,-
800,000, while only $7,500,000 is paid for Christian missions! This
puts an awful burden on the people, forcing them to pay $3,158,356
per day before their own needs are begun to be provided for. The
aggregate public debt of the world is $39,040,687,007, and almost every
dollar of this indebtedness is occasioned by wars and war prepara-
tions.

The number of men that several of the leading powers of Europe
have at their command, is as follows: Russia, 1,800,000 men; Germany,
1,840,000 men; Austria, 790,000 men; England, 750,000 men; France,
1,290,000 men. The figures given represent the regular standing armies
of these countries; but in case of war, these numbers could and
would be swelled indefinitely.

But the foregoing figures give but a feeble idea of the military
craze that is in the world. There is no line in which the inventive
genius of men is working harder nor with greater results than in the
field of military and naval equipment. The weapon or the equip-
ment that may be the very best to-day is all out of date to-morrow.
For instance, the battle-ship “Oregon,” that was considered a marvel
as a fighting-machine when Spain and the United States went to war
in 1808, was rendered obsolete by the building of much more powerful
battle-ships in less than eight years from that time. The millions of
dollars expended on the great “Oregon,” and sister ships that were
put in commission in her day are thus being rapidly turned to the
point where they represent only so much money largely wasted by
being invested in scrap iron. And this is only an illustration of
numerous similar things that might be cited.

15. But are not the heathen to be given to the Lord for an inheritance?

“ Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and
the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.” Ps. 2:8

16. What will the Lord do with them?

“Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in
pieces like a potter's vessel” Verse 9. They are given to the Lord,
not to be converted, but to be dashed in pieces.

Notes.—A glance at the accompanying diagram will show the number of
nominal Christians as-compared with the great heathen world. This
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is the greatest century of missionary activity since the apostles of
Christ went forth on their mighty mission at the beginning of the
Christian era. Missionaries have gone into every land in all the
world. They have studied the various languages and dialects until
they have prepared themselves to give the Bible and a Christian
literature to these peoples. They have even gone to tribes that had
no written language and studied their speech until they were able
to reduce it to writing, and then have translated the Bible to these
people and taught them to read their own language, so that they
could give them the word of God.

But notwithstanding this great activity and these great successes on
the part of the missionaries, still there has been but little comparative
inroads made by Christianity into the ranks of heathenism. Men
that are settled in their beliefs, and that are wedded to their super-
stitions and the sins that accompany them, are hard to move out into
the elevating and uplifting righteousness of the gospel. But the
mighty power of the gospel is such that it does touch many hearts,
and souls are being led to rejoice in the blessedness of pardon and
peace through Christ. And while we can rejoice in every advance
move that the gospel is making, yet we can not close our eyes to the
fact that heathenism seems hardly to be touched so far as winning all its
vast multitudes to really accept Christ. The most we can hope for
is that all who really desire to be saved may be reached. And, of
course, those who will not have the blessings of the truth of Christ
can not be helped. There i1s no provision in the gospel to force it
upon people. The invitation is, “Whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely.”” “Whosoever will” may take the water of life
“freely”” No one can be compelled to take it.

The Lord said, “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a witness unto all nations.” Matt. 24:14. The
gospel is to “witness” to all nations, but there is no promise in the
Bible that it will convert all the people in all the nations. The gospel
has been plain enough in every generation of men so-that those who

-desired to find the right might do it. And it is especially true of the

present generation that the greatest gospel light is shining that has
been seen since the days of Christ. But in this time as in the time
when the Master himself was on earth, “light is come into the world,
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were
evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh
to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth
truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that
they are wrought in God.” John 3:19-21.

The Bible is full of promises to those who desire to come to Christ
to be saved. “God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life”” John 3:16. This is only one of the many and
most precious promises that our Father has left on record to en-
courage the sinner to come to him and receive eternal life. But
nowhere does God say that all men will come in any one of the
generations that shall exist before the close of time. But he will
“yisit the Gentiles [nations], to take out of them a people for his
name.” Acts 15:14. Therefore the redeemed come “out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation.” Rev. 5:9. If the
scriptures that are cited in this chapter are closely studied they must
show this fact conclusively. -
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17. When does the Lord thus rule the wicked nations in wrath?

¢ And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the
nations ; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron : and ke ¢readeth the wirne-
press of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.. And he hath on his vest-
ure and on his thigh a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.”” Rev.
19:15, 16,

18. Then instead of looking for the conversion of the world, what
should be the hope of the church?

¢ Looking for that blessed hope, and tke glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Fesus Christ.”’ Titus 2:13. See also 2 Tim. 4 :6-8; 1 Thess.
4:14-18; 1 Peter §: 4. ’

— e

HE coming King is at the door,
‘Who once the cross for sinners bore,
But now the righteous ones alone
He comes to gather home.

The signs that show his coming near
Are fast fulfilling year by year,

And soon we’ll hail the glorious dawn
Of heaven’s eternal morn.

Look not on earth for strife to cease,
Look not below for joy and peace,
Until the Saviour comes again

To banish death and sin.

Then in the glorious earth made new
We’ll dwell the countless ages through
This mortal shall immortal be,

And time, eternity.
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|nstitution of the Sabbatb.

N his mention of the “little horn,” what does the prophet say
that power should think to do?

¢ And he shall speak great words against the Most High, and shall wear
out the saints of the Most High, and think to change times and laws.”’
Dan. 7 : 25.

2. What does Paul say the “man of sin” should do?

s« Except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son
of perdition ; who opposeth and exaltet himself above all that is called God,

or that is worshiped.”” 2 Thess. 2:73, 4.
NoTEe. — There is only one way by which any power could exalt itself above God.
Although it might enact numberless ceremonies, the observance of which
would be demanded as strictly as God requires his commandments to be
obeyed, yet as long as the people felt obliged to obey God also, no power
could be said to be elevated above God. It would only be egual with him.
In order, then, for this power to exalt itself adove God, it must of necessity
seek to change God’s law, or some portion of it, and require obedience to his

own law instead of God’s.

3. What power has attempted to change the law of God?-— The
papacy ; as proved by history and the admissions of Catholic
writers themselves, such as the following : —

¢ Ques, — Have you any other way of proving that the church has power to insti-
tute festivals of precept 2

[48]
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¢ Ans. — Had she not such power, she could not have done that in which all mod-
ern religionists agree with her, —she could not have substituted the observ-
ance of Sunday, the first day of the week, for the observance of Saturday, the

seventh day, a change for which there is no scriptural authority.”” — Doctrinal
Catechism (Catholic), p. 174. See also, reading on ** The Change of the Sab-
bath,” p. 60.

4. What does the Sabbath commandment require ?

¢« Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all
thy work ; but Zke seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lovd thy God : in it thou
shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant,
nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates.”
Ex. 20: 8-10.

5. Why did the Lord set apart the seventh day for man to keep ?

¢¢For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day ; w/terefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and
hallowed it.”” Verse 11.

6. Did God bless the seventh day while he was resting upon it, or
) when his rest on that day was past?
¢ And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it; decause that in it he had
rested from all his work which God created and made.” Gen. 2:3. :
NoTE.— God blessed and sanctified the seventh day then future, answering to
the day on which he had rested. The acts of blessing and sanctifying involve
the idea of a future use of those things on which they are bestowed. Gen.
49; Ex. 19:23. But past time cannot be used. It is gone forever.

4. What three distinct acts were necessary to estabhsh the Sabbath
of the commandment ?

God rested on it ; he dlessed it ; he saumﬁea’ it. ‘¢ Senctify: to make sacred or
holy ; to set apartto a holy or religious use.”’— Webster.

8. For whom was it thus made?

¢“And he said unto them, 7%e Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the
Sabbath.”” Mark 2:27. It was not made for the Jews alone. The Jews
derive their name from Judah, one of the twelve sons of Jacob, from whom
they are descended. The Sabbath was made more than two thousand years
before there was a Jew. ’

9. How does the Bible use the term sanctify in other texts ?

¢“And Moses said unto the Lord, The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai ; for
thou chargedst us, saying, Set bounds about the mount, and sanctify it.”’ Ex.
'19:23. See also Joel 1 :14, where it says: ‘“Sanctify [7. e., appoint] ye a
fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the
land into the house of the Lord.”” In all places in the sacred text it means to
appoint, or proclaim, as in Joshua 20: 7; 2 Kings 10:20, 21; Zeph. 1:7,
margins, So when the Sabbath was sanctified, as the last act by which it was
‘made for man, an appointment, or proclamation, of the Sabbath was given.

4
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NOTEs. — ¢“If we had no other passage than this of Gen. 2:3, there would be
no difficulty in deducing from it a precept for the universal observance of a
Sabbath, or seventh day, to be devoted to God as holy time, by all of that
race for whom the earth and its nature were specially prepared. The first

® men must have known it. The words %e kallowed it can have no meaning
otherwise. They would be a blank unless in reference to some who were
required to keep it holy.”” — Lange's Commentary, vol. 1, p. 197.
¢« ¢« And sanctified it.” Heb., 4adash. It is by this term that the positive
appointment of the Sabbath as a day of rest to man is expressed. God’s sanc-
tifying the day is equivalent to his commanding men to sanctify it. As at the
close of creation the seventh day was thus set apart by the Most High for
such purposes, without limitation to age or country, the observance of it is
obligatory upon the whole human race, to whom, in the wisdom of Provi-
dence, it may be communicated. This further appears from the reason why
God blessed and sanctified it, viz., ¢ because that in it he had rested,’ etc.,
which is a reason of equal force at all times and equally applying to all the
posterity of Adam; and if it formed a just ground for sanctifying the first
day, which dawned upon the finished system of the universe, it must be
equally so for sanctifying every seventh day to the end of time.” — Notes on
Gen. 2 : 3, by Geo. Bush, Prof. of Hebrew and Oriental Literature in New
York City University. -

10. When Israel murmured in the wilderness, and God designed to
give them manna for food, how did he say he would prove them?

«Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you;
and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may
prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no.”” Ex. 16:4.
11. On which day did the people gather a double portion of the
manna ?

“And it came to pass, that o the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two
omers for one man; and all the rulers of the congregation came and told
Moses.””  Verse 22.

12. When the rulers told Moses of this act, what reply did he make?

<« And he said unto them, Z%zs s that which the Lord hath said, To-morrow is the
rest of the holy Sabbath unto the Lord.” Verse 23. This was a full month,
and more, before the proclamation of the Sabbath from Sinai.

13. When had God sazd this?

In the beginning, when God sanctified the babbath thus proclaiming its sacred-
ness.

14. What did some of the people do on the seventh day?

< And it came to pass, that there wens out some of the people on the seventh day for
to gather, and they found none.””  Verse 27.

15. How did God reprove their disobediénce ?

« And the Lord said unto Moses, How long rcfuse ye to keep my commandments and
my laws 77 Verse 28,
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16. Was breaking the Sabbath a refusal to walk in the law of God ?

s« See, for that tie Lord hath given you the Sabbatk, therefore he giveth you on the
sixth day the bread of two days; abide ye every man in his place, let no man
go out of his place on the seventh day.”” Verse 29.

17. How did the Lord prove the people (verse 4) whether they would
keep his law, or not ?

By the Sabbath commandment ; and so the Sabbath was a part ¢£ God’s law even

before it was spoken from Sinai. “ It is this sacred institution, which God pre-

served by the miracle of the falling manna, that the papal power has thought
to subvert.

18. Why did God give the Sabbath?

¢ And hallow my Sabbaths ; and they shall be a sign between me and you, Zket ye
may know that I am the Lord your God.”” Eze. 20:20. -

NoTE. — As the Sabbath was given that man might keep in memory the creative
power of God, it can be readily seen that a power endeavoring to exalt itself
above God would first try to cover up or remove that which called man’s
special attention to his Creator. This could be done in no way so effectually
as by setting aside God’s memorial — the seventh-day Sabbath. To this work
of the papacy Daniel had reference when he said, He shall ¢ think to change
times and laws.”” Chap. 7 : 25.

ﬁAIL, peaceful day ! divinely blest!
Sweetly thy glories would we sing,
Memorial of that sacred rest

Of vast creation’s mighty King:
This hallowed time to man was given,
A foretaste of the bliss of heaven,

Hark ! through the shining courts above .
What rapturous praises echo now !
Around that holy law of love
Seraphs in adoration bow ;
Let earth, responsive to the strain,
Exalt alone Jehovah’s name.

O come, thou bright, immortal day!
~ When at lus temple all adore,
And own his universal sway
. From age to age, forevermore ;
- Then Zion shall in triumph reign,
And Eden bloom on earth again.

ANNIE R. SMiTw,



"OBILRVE ALL THINGS WHATSQEVER

A BAVE COMMANDED NOuU.”

Sunday Sacredness.

S N what part of the New Testament is found the first mention of
the first day of the week ? .

“In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the
week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulcher.”
Matt. 28 : 1. Sunday is the first day of the week. See Webster. Matthew
wrote his Gospel six years after the resurrection of Christ, yet calls the day
before the first day, the Sabbath.

2. Where is the first day next mentioned ?

““ And when the Sabbath was past, . . . very eavly in the morning the first day
of the week they came unto the sepulcher at the rising of the sun.” Mark
16:1, 2. This is the same incident as that related by Matthew, and Mark
wrote his Gospel thirty-two years after the resurrection of Christ.

3. On what day was Jesus raised from the dead?

““Now when Fesus was risen eér!y the first day of the week, he appeared first to
Mary -Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils.”” Verse q.

4. On what day was Christ laid in the tomb ?

«This man [Joseph] went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. And he
took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulcher that was
hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid. And that day was the
preparation, and the Sabbath drew on.”” Luke 23 :52-54.

5. What did the holy women do, after seeing where he was laid ?

s And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments ; and wvested the Subbath
day according to the commandment.’” Verse 56,

6. What work did they postpone till the first day because they would
not do it on the Sabbath ?

““Now wupon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, zkey came unio
the sepulcher, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others
with them.’” Luke 24:1. Luke wrote his Gospel twenty-four years after
the events he records had occurred, and he, too, by Inspiration, calls the day
before the first day of the week, the Sabbath,

[52]
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7. How does John speak of these events?

<« The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark,
unto the sepulcher, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulcher.”
John 20:1. John wrote his Gospel in A. D. g7, and yet he gives no title of
sacredness to the first day. He gives substantially the same account as the
other evangelists.

8. What took place in the evening of that same first day ?

““Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Fews, came Fesus
and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.”” Verse 1q.

9. Had Jesus previously appeared to some of his disciples?

< He appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into
the country.”” Mark 16:12.

10. When they went and told the others who were assembled, how did
they receive the news? ' '

“And they went and told it unto the residue; reither believed they them.’ -
Verse 13.

11. When Jesus afterward met the eleven, what did he say to them?

¢¢ Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and wupbraided them
with their unbelicf and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which
had seen him after he was risen.”” Verse 14. From this testimony it is plain
that the eleven were not assembled together to celebrate his resurrection ; for
they did not believe he was risen.

12. Did Christ appear to the eleven while the two who had seen him
at Emmaus were relating their experience ?

““And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and" found the
eleven gathered together, and them that were with them, saying, The Lord is
risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. . . . And as they thus spake,
Fesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto
you.”” Luke 24 :33-36.

r3. Were the disciples here assembled to partake of the communion?

‘¢ And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have
ye here any meat ? Aud they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an
honey-comb.  Ard he took it, and did eat before them.” Veérses 41-43. Fish
and honey are never used at the communion.

14. Where did the disciples live when in Jerusalem ?

¢ And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, w/kere abode both
Peter, and Fames, and Fohn, and Andrew, Philip, and 7homas, Barthol-
omew, and Matthew, Fames the son of Alphzus, and Simor Zelotes, and
Fudas the brother of James.”” Acts 1:13. They all abode in this room, and
were probably at home, partaking of their evening meal, when .the Saviour
met with them. He knew their habits and their time of eating, and when he
came, he found them with their doors closed for fear of the Jews.



COPYRIGNTID) 1008
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15. When did the Saviour next meet with his disciples ?

“And after eight days, again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them :
then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace
be unto you.” John 20:26. This is not the eighte day, but ‘‘after eight
days,”” — an indefinite expression. If this were a definite expression, it would
carry the meeting (counting from Sunday night) over deyond Monday of the
next week. - (For meaning of such expressions, compare the text with Matt.
17 : 1 and Luke g:28.)

16. On what day did Paul once meet with the brethren at Troas?

“And wpon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break
bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and con-
tinued his speech until midnight.” Acts 20:7.

17. At what time of day was this meeting held?

© And lhere were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered
together.”  Verse 8.

NoTEs. — ¢ Because the text saith there were many lights in the upper room where
they were gathered together, and that Paul preached from the time of their
coming together till midnight, . . . this meeting of the disciples at Troas,
and Paul’s preaching to them, began at evening. The sole doubt will be
what evening this was. . . . For my own part, I conceive clearly that it was
upon Saturday night, as we falsely call it, and not the coming Sunday night.

. . Because St. Luke records that it was upon the first day of the week
when this meeting was. . . . Therefore it must needs be on the Saturday,
not on our Sunday evening, since the Sunday evening in St. Luke’s and the
Scripture account was no part of the first, but of the second day, the day ever
beginning and ending at evening.”” — William Prynne, in ‘¢ Dissertation on
the Lord’s Day Sabbath,’ pp. 3641, 1633.

¢ The labors of the early days of the week that was spent at Troas are
not related to us; but concerning the last d%y we have a narrative which
enters into details with all the minuteness of one of the Gospel histories. It
was the evening which succeeded the Jewish Sabbath. - On the Sunday morn-
ing the vessel was about to sail.”’ — Conybeare and {,’(awson"s Life of Paul, p.
626, people’s edition, 1878. .

*¢ He pursued his lonely road that Sunday afternoon in spring, among the
oak-woods and the streams of Ida.” — /d., p. 629.

I conclude, therefore, that the brethren met on the night after the Jew-
ish Sabbath, which was still observed as a day of rest by all of them who were
Jews or Jewish proselytes, and considering this the beginning of the first day
of the week, spent it in the manuer above described. On Sunday morning,
Paul and his companions resumed their journey, being constrained, no doubt,
by the movements of the ship, which had already been in the harbor of Troas
seven days.”” — Prof. Mc Garvey, Commentary on Acts.

“ The idea of the transferrence of the Fewish Sabbath from the seventh day
10 the firs!, was an invention of later times.”’ — Henry Alford, D. D., on Acts
20 27, in * New Testament for English Readers.”
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18. How many accompanied Paul on his journey into Asia on this
occasion ?

¢« And there accompanied him into Asia Sopafer of Berea; and of the Thessa-
lonians, Aristarchus and Secundus ; and Gaius of Derbe, and Zimotheus ;
and of Asia, Zychicus and Trophimus.”” Acts 20:4.

19. While Paul was walking across the penirsula (nineteen and one
half miles) to Assos, what were his companions doing?

““ And we went before to ship, and sailed unto Assos, there intending to take in
Paul; for so had he appointed, minding himself to go afoot.” Verse 13.
None of them regarded Sunday as anything more than an ordinary day.

20. What did Paul tell the Corinthian church to do on Sunday?

«« Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God
' hath prospered him, that there be no gathcrings when I come.”” 1 Cor. 16: 2.

21. What was this collection for?

¢« Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches
of Galatia, evenso do ye.”” Verse I.

NoTE. — This was not to be taken up in the public congregation. ‘¢Let every
one of you lay by him in store.” Greenfield, in his Lexicon, translates
the Greek term, by one’s self, 7. e, at home; two Latin versions, the Vul-
gate and that of Castellio, apud se, with one’s self, at home; three French
translations, those of Martin, Osteiwald, and De Sacy, ckez soi, at his own
house, at home ; the German of Luther, deZ sich selbst, by himself, at home;
the Dutch, 4i/ zick zelven, same as the German; the Italian of Diodati,
appresso di se, in his own presence, at home ; the Spanish of Phelipe Scio,
en su casa, in his own house ; the Portuguese of Ferreira, para isso, with him-
self ; the Swedish, zaer sig sjelf, near himself.

' This completes the entire list of texts in the New Testament containing a
mention of the first day of the week, and they all treat that day as only a
common day.

22. When was John in the Spirit?

1 was in the Spirit o ¢he Lord’s d1y, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a
trumpet.”” Rev. 1: 10.

23. What day has God called his?
¢If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy
day.”’ TIsa. 58 :13.
24. Of what day has Christ claimed to be Lord ?

<« Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath.”” Mark 2:28. Then the
Sabbath is the Lord’s day. The other six are for man’s use, in which to
labor. Sunday sacredness is not known in the New Testament.
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N what order do the Sabbath and first day stand in the week ?

“In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the

week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulcher.”’
Matt, 28 : 1.

2. After the crucifixion, what day was l\ept by the women who fol-
lowed Jesus?

¢ And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments ; and 1estm’ the Sabbath
day according to the commandment.”’ Luke 23 :56.

3. What day is the Sabbath “ dccording to the commandment” ?

““But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God ; in it thou shalt not. do
any work.” Ex. 20:10.

4.. How did the holy women regard the first day of the week ?

«“Now wupon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the
sepulcher, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others
with them.”  Luke 24: 1.

' 5. What was the custom of Christ in regard to the Sabbath?

““And he came to Nazareth where he had been brought up; and, as his custom
was, ke went into the :ynagogue on t//e Sabbath day, and stood wp for toread.”’
Luke 4 :16. .

6. In predicting the overthrow of ]erusalem, and the necessity of
fleeing’ from Judea before that time, what did he en]om upon

his disciples regarding the Sa})bath ? .

““ But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day.”
Matt. 24 :20. The destruction of Jetusalem was accomplished by the Romans

in A. D. 70; and the Sabbath, therefore, was certainly commanded by Christ
as late as that period.

[57]
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7. What title does Inspiration give to the day on which the Jews met
in the synagogues?

‘“ For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him, deing vead in the
synagogues every Sabbath day.”’ Acts 15:21. The Jews read Moses in the
synagogue only on the seventh day — never on the first day. But these days
on which they did read Moses, are said in the text to include every Sabbath
day.

8. To whom was Paul especially commissioned to preach?

¢“But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way ; for he [Paul] is a chosen vessel unto
me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of
Israel.”” Actsg:15; 22:21; Rom. 1:35.
9. On what day did he and Barnabas go into the synagogue at
Antioch? : -
“But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia; and went

into the synagogue oz the Sabbath day, and sat down.””  Acts 13 : 14.

1o. After the sermon had been preached by Paul, and the Jews had
all left the synagogue, what did the Gentiles request of the

apostles?
And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that
these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath.” Verse 42.

Note. — This was as late as A. D. 45. - The Jews had all left the meeting, and
as, Paul was the minister to the Gentiles, there was nothing to deter the.apos-
tle from announcing a meeting for them on the following day, Sunday, if
that was to be the Christian Sabbath. But nothing to this effect is said in
the text or its connection.

11. What was the result of this request of the Gentiles ?
““And the next Sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word
of God.” Verse 44.
12. On what day did the women at Philippi hold their prayer-meet-
ings?

“And on the Sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was
wont to be made ; and we sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted

thither.”” Acts 16: 13.
13. What shows that upon his arrival in the city, the apostle waited
for the Sabbath before attempting to hold a meeting ?
¢« And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city of that part of Macedonia,
and a colony ; and we were in that cily abiding certain days.”’ Verse 12.
14. What was Paul’s customary day for holding religious services ?

«They came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: and Paul, as
his manner was, went in unto them, and three Sabbath days reasoned with
them out of the Scriptures.”” Acts 17:1, 2.
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15. How did the apostle spend the workmg days of the week when at
Corinth ?

¢ After these things Paul departed from Athéns, and came to Corinth; and found
a certain Jew named'Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his

wife Priscilla: . . . and because he was of the same craft, he abode with
them; and wrought ; for by their occupation they weré tent-makers.”’” Acts
18 : 1- = -

16. What did he do on the Sabbath days?

““ And ke reasoned in the synagoguc every Sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the
Greeks.” Verse 4.

17. How long did he continue this work?

¢ And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among
them.” Verse 11.

NoOTE. — Here were seventy-eight Sabbaths on which Paul preached in one city.
The record further says that he worked at his trade, and we may justly infer
that Paul worked at tent-making just as many Sundays as he preached Sab-
baths. But if we place with these seventy-eight Sabbaths, the three he spent
at Thessalonica, the one at Philippi, and the two at Antioch, we have a record
of eighty-four Sabbaths on which the apostle held religious services, while
he held only one on the first day, and that only a night meeting, immediately
following the Sabbath. See reading on ‘“ Sunday Sacredness,” p. 52.

18. On what day was John in the Spirit?
1 was in the gpmt on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great v01ce, asof a

trumpet.”’ Rev. 1: 10.

19. Who is Lord of the Sabbath ? -

““Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath.’’ Mark 2:28. Ao
means ¢‘in like manner.”

20. Who else besides Christ claims the Sabbath as his day ?

““If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my
[God’s] holy day.” Isa. 58:1

21. Why does God call it his day ?

‘“For in six ddys the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day; wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and
hallowed it.”’ Ex. 20:11.

22. But how did God. create the world ?

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the
' fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his gon,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds.
Heb. 1:1, 2. .

NOTE. —Then when God rested from his creative work, the Son, by whom this
work was performed, rested also. He could therefore well claim, by right of
creation,-to be Lord of the Sabbath, just the same as God himself. It was
doubtless from this consideration that he said he was Lord ALs0 of the Sabbath..



“THE LORD YOUR GOD PROVETH YOU."

Ihe (Gbhange of the Sabbath.

CCORDING to the prophet, what was to be Christ’s attitude
toward his Father's law ?

““The Lord is well pleased for his righteousness’ sake ; ke wi// magnify
the law, and make it honorable.” Isa. 42:2I.

2. How much of the law did he uphold ?

¢ For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Matt. 5:18.

3. How were those to be regarded who should break one of these
commandments ? .

¢« Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall
teach men so, ke shall be calied the least in the kingdom 8f heaven.”” Verse 19.

4. How much of the law did Christ say is suspended on the two great

commandments of love ?
¢ On these two commandments hang ALL the law and the prophets.”” Matt. 22: 40.
NoTe. — The entire code of ten commandments is clearly binding on Christians.
From t‘he above texts we learn that Christ had no thought of changing any of
them. One of these commands the observance of the sevent) day as the Sab-
bath. But the practice of most Christians is different; they keep the first
day of the week instead, many of them believing that Christ changed the
Sabbath. But we see from his own words that he has not attempted such a

work.

5. What is said of the power represented by the “little horn” ?

¢« And he shall speak great words against the Most High, and shall wear out the
saints of the Most High, and think to change times and laws.”> Dan, 7:25,
For location of this power, see reading on ‘“ A Remarkable Symbol,” p. 29.

6. What power claims authority to change God’s law? — The Ro-
man Church.

Notes, — ¢ The pope has power to change times, to abrogate laws, and to dis-
pense with all things, even the precepts of Christ.” — Decretal De Translat,
Episcop. Cup.

[6o]
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¢ The pope has authority, and has often exercised it, to dispense with the
commands of Christ, respecting war, marriage, divorce, revenge, swearing,
usury, perjury, and uncleanness.’’ — Pope Nicholas, Caus. 15, Quest. 6.

‘“The pope’s wil! stands for reason. He can dispense above the law ; and
of wrong make right, by correcting and changing laws.”” — Pope Nicholas,
Dist. gb. :

7. What part of the law has this power thought to change? — The
fourth commandment.

NoTES. — ¢ They [the Catholics] allege the Sabbath changed into Sunda};, the
Lord’s day, contrary to the decalogue, as it appears ; neither is there any ex-
ample more boasted of than the changing of the Sabbath day. Great, say
they, is the power and authority of the church, since it dispensed with one of
the ten commandments.”’ — Augzsburg Confession, art. 28.

«It [the Roman Church] has reversed the fourth commandment, doing
away with the Sabbath of God’s word, and instituting Sunday as a holy day.”
— N. Summerbell, in History of the Christians, p. 418.

8. Who first enjoined Sunday-keeping by law? — Constantine the
Great.

NOTEs. — ¢ The earliest recognition of the observance of Sunday as a legal duty
is a constitution of Constantine in 321 A. D., enacting that all courts of justice,
inhabitants of towns, and workshops were to be at rest on Sunday (wener-
abili die Solis), with an exception in favor of those engaged in agricultural
labor.”” — Encyclopedia Britannica, art. Sunday, ninth edition, 1887.

<¢Constantine the Great made a-law for the whole empire (A. D. 321) that
Sunday should be kept as a day of rest in all cities and towns; but he allowed
the country people to follow their work.” — Ewncyclopedia Americana, art.
Sabbath.

9. What did Constantine’s law require ?

¢ Let all the judges and town people, and the occupation of all trades rest on the
venerable day of the sun ; but let those who are situated in the country, freely
and at full liberty attend to the business of agriculture ; because it often hap-
“pens that no other day is so fit for sowing corn and planting vines; lest, the
critical moment being let slip, men should lose the commodities granted by
Heaven.” — Translated from the original edict in Latin, now in Harvard
College.

NOTE. — Tt will be noticed that in this edict no sacred title is given to the day to
be observed ; it is called simply the ¢ venerable day of the sun,”’ and was en-
forced only as such. Constantine, like his ancestors, was a worshiper of the
sun. The first day of the week had for ages been dedicated to that worship,
and from that fact retains the name Sunday. See Webster. But on acknowl-
edging Christ, Constantine refused to surrender the venerable day of the sun,
and brought it into Christianity with him, and thus it was:handed down to the
Christian church.

10. When and by what authority was Sunday. first enjoined upon
Christians as the Lord’s day ?
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AS GIVEN BY JEHOVAH.

V"I will not alter the thing that is gone out
of my lips.”

I
Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
I
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven
image, or any likeness of any thing that is
in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth; thou shalt not bow down thyself to
them, nor serve them; for I the Lord thy
God.am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers npon the children unto the
third and fourth generation of them that
hate me, and showing mercy unto thousands
of them that love me, and keep my com-
mandments.
m
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord
thy God in vain. for the Lord will not hold
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.
v
Remember the Sabbath day to keep it
holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all
thy work; but the seventh day is the Sab-
bath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt
not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy
daunghter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-
servant, nor thy cattle. nor thy stranger that
is within thy gates; for in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth. the seal and all
that in them is. and rested the seventh day;
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath
day, and hallowed it.
v
Honor thy father and thy mother, that
thy days may be long upon the land which
the Lord thy God giveth thee.
Vi
Thou shalt not kill.
vil *
‘Thou shalt not commit adultery.
Vi
Thou shalt not steal.
IX
Thca shait not bear false witness against
thy neighbor.
X
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's
wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid-
servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any
thing that is thy neighbor’s.
[See Ex. 20: 3-17.)

AS CHANGED BY MAN.

“"He shall think himself able to change times
a{t(i laws.” Daniel 7:25.
Douay Bibe.
-1
I am the Lord thy God: thou shalt not
have strange gods before me,

n
‘Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord
thy god in vain.

I

'
Remember that thon keep holy the Sab-
bath day.

v
Honor thy father and thy mother.

v
Thou shalt not kill.
A\
Thou shalt not commit adultery. .
Vit '
Thou shalt not steal.
~ VI
Thou shalt not bear false witness against
thy neighbor.
1X
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife.
: X
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s goods.

{See Butler’s Catechism, p. 28, edition of
237%_2}14171&/1211 by Hoff'man Bros., Milwau-
ee, Wis.

162)
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Prynne says: ¢ The seventh-day Sabbath was . . . solemnized by Christ, the
apostles, and primitive Christians, till the Laodicean Council did, in a man-
ner, quite abolish the observation of it. . . . The Council of Laodicea
[A. D. 364] . . . first settled the observation of the Lord’s day.”’ — Disser-
tation on the Lord’s Day Sabbatk, p. 163, 1633.

. What did this council decree about the Sabbath?

¢«¢ Because Christians ought not to ]udalze, and to rest in the Sabbath, lgpt to work
in that day. . . . Wherefore if they shall be found to Judaize, let them be
accursed from Christ.” — /4., pp. 33, 34 The foregoing are Protestant
testimonies. See also ¢ Hefele’s History of the Councils,”” Laodicea, Canon 2q.

12. But do Catholics themselves acknowledge their meddling with the
Sabbath commandment ? — They do.

¢ Ques. — How prove you that the church hath power to command feasts
and holy days ?

¢ 4Ans. — By the very act of changing the Sabbath into Sunday, which
Protestants allow of ; and therefore they fondly contradict themselves by
keeping Sunday strictly, and breaking most. other feasts commandéd by the
samie-church.”” — 4éridgment of Christian Doctrine, p. 58.

¢ Ques. — Have you any other way of proving that the church has power
to institute festivals of precept?

¢ Ans. — Had she not such power, she could not have done that in which
all modern religionists agree with her, —she could not have substituted the
observance of Sunday, the first day of the week, for the observance of Satur-
day, the seventh day, a change for which there is no scriptural authority.” —
Doctrinal Cateckism, p. 174.

13. To whom do people really pay homage ?

¢¢Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, kis servants ye
are to whom ye obey 2’ Rom. 6:16.

14. What kind of worship does the Saviour call that which is ndt
according to God’s commandments ?

‘¢ But in vain they do worskhip me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”
Matt. 15: 9

15. What was the difference between Elijah’s falth and that of the
- other prophets of his day?

¢¢ Then said Elijah unto the people, 1, even 7 only, remain a prophet of the Lord
but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men.”” 1 Kings 18:22.

16. Who was the Baal of the heathen Hebrews?

¢¢ Baal, or Bel, the principal god of the Pheenicians, Chaldzans, and Carthaginians,
is regarded as a personification of the sun. . . . The worship of Baal pre-
vailed among the ancient Jews in the time of the prophet Elijah and earlier.”’
—Foknson's Universal Cyclopedia, art. Baal.
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¢The Baal of the Syrians, Pheenicians, and heathen Hebrews is a much less
elevated conception than the Babylonian Bel. He is properly the sun-god,
Baal Shamem, Baal (lord) of the heavens.” — Encyclopedia Britannica, art.
Baal.

“17. What appeal did Elijah make to the people?

¢“How long halt ye between two opinions ? if the Lord be God, follow him ; but if
Baal, then follow him.”” 1 Kings 18?21,

NOTE. — If one becomes a servant to whoever he obeys, and he obeys the dic-
tates of the Roman Church, knowing them to be such, would he not, in the
sight of Heaven, be regarded as a servant of that church instead of a servant
of God? How appropriate, then, are the words of Elijah (with a slight
change) to those who learn the origin of Sunday observance: ¢ How long
halt ye between two opinions ? If the Lord be God, follow him ; but if the
Roman Church, follow it.”’

HO is on the Lord’s side,
Always true?
There’s a right and wrong side,
Where stand you?

Thousands on the wrong side
Choose to stand,

Still ’tis not the strong side,
True and grand.

Come and join the Lord’s side:
Ask you why? —

"Tis the only safe side
By and Dby.




Signs of the Times.
OR what did Christ censure the Jewish people?

¢« O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky ; but can ye not discern
the signs of the times 2’ Matt. 16:3.

2. What sign had Isaiah given by which Christ might be known as
the Messiah?

« Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign: Behold, a virgin shall con-
ceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”” Isa! 7:14.

3. Was this fulfilled ?

“Now all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord .
by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring
forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel.”” Matt. 1:22, 23.
4. Where had the prophet said Christ should be born?

¢« But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of
Judah, yet out of thee shall ke come fortk unto me that is to be ruler in Is.
rael.” Micah 5:2.

5. Where was Christ born?
¢¢ Yesus was born in Bethlehem of Fudea’ Matt. 2: 1.

6. What had been predicted of his ride into Jerusalem ?

" ¢ Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion ; shout, O danghter of Jerusalem; behold,
- thy King cometh unto thee ; he is just, and having salvation ; lowsy, and rid-"
ing upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.” Zech. 9:q. .

7. Was this fulfilled ?
AN this was done that it might be fulfilled whick was spoken by the prophet,

saying, Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee,
meek, and sitting upon-an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.” Matt. 21:1-9.

8. Did the believers of these and other evidences of his Messiahship,
expect a sign of his second coming ?

*“And as he sat upon the Mount of Olives, the disc'iples came unto him privately, -
saying, Tell us, when shall these things be ? and what skall be the sign of thy
coming, and of the end of the world 7’ Matt. 24: 3.

5 ' {651
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9. How does Luke record our Saviour’s answer to this query ?

““And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon
the earth distress of nations, with perplexity ; the sea and the waves roaring;
men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which

are coming on the earth.” Luke 21:25, 26.

1o. What is said of these signs by an Old Testament prophet ?
«“ And 7 will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and

pillars of smoke. The sun skall be turned into darkness, and the moon into
blood, before the great and the terrible day of the Lord come.”” Joel 2 : 30, 31.

11. Have the sun and moon been darkened in fulfillment of these pre-
dictions ? — They have, as stated in the following —

NoTEs. — ¢ But especiaily I mention that wonderful darkness on the 19th of May
inst. [1780]. Then, ac In our text, the sun was darkened ; such a darkness
as probably was never known before since the crucifixion of our Lord. . People
left their work in the house and in'the field. Travelers stopped ; schools broke
up at eleven o’clock ; people lighted candles at noonday ; and the fire shone
as at night. Some people, I have been told, were in dismay, and thought
whether the day of ‘judgment was not drawing on. A great part of the fol-
lowing night, also, was singularly dark. The moon, though in the full, gave
no light, as in our text.”” — From a manuscript sermon by Rev. Elam Potter,
delivered May 28, 1780. )

“The 19th of May, 1780, was a remarkably dark day. Candles were
lighted in many houses. The birds were silent, and disappeared. The fowls
retired to roost. It was the general opinior that the day of judgment was at
hand. The Legislature of Connecticut was in session at Hartford, but being
unable to transact business, adjourned.”” — Pres. Dwight, in Conn. Historical
Collections. :

¢*My father and mother, who were pious, thought the day of judgment
was near. ‘They sat up that night, during the latter part of which they said
the darkness disappeared, and then the sky seemed as usual, bus zhe moon,
which was at its full, kad the appearance of blood.”’ — Milo Bostwick.

Herschel, the great astronomer, says: ¢“The dark day in Northern
America was one of those wonderful phenomena of nature which will always
be read with interest, but which philosophy is at a loss to explain.”

12. Has there been a display of falling stars that would meet the
- specifications predicted ?

The celebrated astronomer and meteorologist, Prof. Olmstead, of Yale College,
says: ¢ Those who were so fortunate as to witness the exhibition of shooting
stars on the morning of Nov. 13, 1833, probably saw the greatest display of
celestial fire-works that has ever been since the creation of the world, or at
least within the annals covered by the pages of history. . . . The extent of
the shower of 1833 was such as to cover no inconsiderable part of the earth’s
surface. . . . This is no longer to be regarded as a terrestrial, but as a
celestial, phenomenon ; and shooting stars are now to be no more viewed as
casual productions of the upper regions of the atmosphere, but as visizasnts
from other worlds, or from the planetary voids.”” See reading on ¢ Qur
Lord’s Great Prophecy,” p. 35.



68 BIBLE READINGS.

13. What may be said with reference to the late unusual ocean
tempests ?

Burnet, in his ¢ Sacred Theory of the Earth,”’ remarks: ¢ Let us then proceed
in our explication of this sign, the roaring sea and waves, applying it to the
end of the world. I do not iook upon this ominous noise of the sea as the
effect of a tempest ; for then it would not strike such terror into the inhabit-
ants of the earth, nor make them apprehensive of some great evil coming upon
the world, as this will do. What proceeds from visible causes, and such as
may happen in a common course of nature, does not so much amaze or
affright us.”

The British Vice-Consul at Arica, Peru, thus describes a tidal wave of which he
was an eye-witness : * What a sight! I saw all the vessels in the bay carried
out irresistibly to sea; anchors and chains were as pack-thread. In a few
minutes the great outward current stopped, stemmed by a mighty rising wave,
I should judge about fifty feet [15.25- meters] high, which came in with an
awful rush, carrying everything before it in its terrible majesty, bringing
the shipping with it, sometimes turning in circles, as if striving to elude their
fate.”

NOTE. — These tidal waves, with the cyclones and tornadoes, have become fear-
fully frequent of late years, especially in sections where such things were
never before known. And fear has seized the dwellers of the earth because
of them. In the Western States of North America, especially, it is very com-
mon for householders to have caves close by their dwellings, so that when
peculiarly shaped black clouds, that indicate a cyclone or tornado, appear,
they may fly for safety to these places of refuge.

14. What other sign is to indicate the time of the end ?

«¢But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, even to the time of the
end : many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.”” Dan.
12: 4.

NotTEes.— The increase of knowledge referred to in this text evidently means,
primarily, religious knowledge; but it covers scientific knowledge also.
Since 1799 there have been five great Bible and tract societies organized ;
namely, the London Religious Tract Society, the British and Foreign Bible
Society, the American Bible Society, the Amec.ican Tract Society, and the
International Tract Society. From these have gone forth to the world nearly

. 200,000,000 Bibles, and countless pages of tracts, disseminating knowledge
upon the truths of salvation, Besides these, millions of religious papers are
being circulated in the various countries of the earth. This has all been ac-
complished in the nineteenth century.

¢“Few phenomena are more remarkable, yet few have been less re-
marked, than the degree to which material civilization — the progress of
mankind in all those contrivances which oil the wheels and promote the
comfort of daily life— has been concentrated in the last half century. Ttis
not too much to say that in these respects, more has been done, richer and
more prolific discoveries have been made, grander achievements have been
realized, in the course of the fifty years of our lifetime, than in all the previ-
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ous lifetime of the race, since states, nations, and politics, such as history
makes us acquainted with, have had their being.”” — London Spectator.

«¢ Never was there such activity of invention within the history of mankind
as at the present day.”’ — Phrenological Fournal, April, 1871.

¢ There are some problems we have hitherto deemed impossible ; but are
the mysteries of even the most improbahle of thenr more subtle to grasp than
that of the ocean cable or that of the phonograph or telephone ?  We talk by
cable with an ocean rolling between ; we speak with our voices to friends a hun-
dred miles or more from where we articulate before the microphone. Under
the blazing sun of July we produce ice by chemical means, rivaling the most
solid and crystalline production of nature. QOur surgeons graft the skin from
one person’s arm to the face of another, and it adheres, and becomes an
integral portion of the body. We make a mile of white printing-paper, and
send it on a spool that a perfect printing-press unwinds and prints, and de-
livers to you, folded and counted, many thousand per hour. Of a verity, this
is the age of invention, nor has the world reached a stopping-place yet.”’ —
Scientific American.

15. What is-predicted of the moral condition of the world in the last
days?

¢ TIis know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, . . . lovers
of pleasures more than lovers of God ; kaeving a form of godliness, but deny-
ing the power thereof.”” 2 Tim. 3:1-5.

N TES. — Rev. T. De Witt Talmage said not long ago: I simply state a fact
when I say that in many places the church is surrendering, and the world is
<conquering. Where there is one man brought into the kingdom of God
through Christian instrumentality, there are ten men dragged down by dissi-
pation. . . . There is a mighty host in the Christian church, positively profes-
sing Christianity, who do not believe in the Bible, out and out, in and in, from .
the first word of the first verse of the first chapter of the book of Genesis, down
to the last word of the last verse of the last chapter of the book of the Reve-
lation. And when, a few Sabbaths ago, I stcod in this pulpit and said, ‘I
fear that some of this audience will be lost for the rejection of Christ,” why,
there were four or five of the daily papers that threw up their hands in sur-
prise at it.  Oh! we have magnificent church machinery in this country ; we
have sixty -thousand American minist€rs ; we have costly music; we have
great Sunday-schools; and yet I give you the appalling statistics that in the
last twenty-five years, laying aside last year, the statistics of which I have not
yet seen, — within the last twenty-five years the churches of God in this coun-
try have averaged Jess than two conversions a year each. There has been an
average of four or five deaths in the churches. How soon, at that rate, will
this world be brought to God? We gain two; we lose four. Eternal God!
what will this come to ? ”’

Spurgeon says: ¢ Reflecting the other day upon the sad state of the
churches at the present moment, T was led to look back to apostolic times,
and to consider wlherein the preaching of the present day differed from that
of the apostles.”
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16. How will the message of the Lord’s coming be generally treated?

¢« Knowing this first, that there skal/ come in the last days scoffers, walking after their
own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his coming ? for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the
creation.”” 2 Peter 3:3, 4.

17. What will God’s faithful servants be doing at this time ?

¢ Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over
his household, to grve thent meat in due season 2’ Matt. 24 : 45.

NOTE. — The ““meat in due season’’ here spoken of can refer to nothing else
than a proclamation of the signs which indicate the near approach of the
Lord. The preaching of these is evidently what causes scoffers mockingly to
ask, Where is the promise of his coming ?

18. What are all admonished to do when these signs have appeared?

¢« Therefore be ye also ready ; for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man
cometh.” Matt. 24 : 44.

19. What will be done to those evil ones who say in their hearts that
the Lord delays his coming?

“The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and
in an hour that he is not aware of, and shall cu? kim asunder, and appoint
Lim his portion with the hypocrites . there shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.”” Matt. 24 : 50, §I.

.

E know not the hour of the Master’s appearing,
Ao Yet signs all foretell that the moment is nearing
When he shall return, —’tis a promise most cheering, —
But we know not the hour.

There's light for the wise who are seeking salvation,

There’s truth in the book of the Lord’s revclation,

Each prophecy points to the great consummation, —
But we know not the hour.

We'll watch and we’ll pray, with our lamps trimmed and burning,
We’ll work and we’ll wait till the Master’s returning,
We’ll sing and rejoice, every omen discerning, —

But we know not the hour.
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Mannea of (Gbrist’s (Goming.

HAT promise is made to those who look for the appearing
of Christ?

S0 Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look
for him skhall he appear the second time without sin unio salvation.’’ Heb,
9:28.

2. How many will receive a reward when he comes?

¢“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and
then he shall reward every man according to fiis works.’’ Matt. 16:27. . Itis
a time of general reward.

3. Did the disciples think that death would be the second coming of
Christ?

¢¢ Peter seeing him [John] saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? Jesus
saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ? follow
thou me. Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disci-
ple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die ; but, If I
will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ?”’  John 21 :21-23. That
is, from this saying ‘they gathered the idea that because it was intimated to be
possible for John to tarry till Christ comes, ke would never die. Therefore it
is certain that they regarded death and the coming of Christ agseparate events.

4. If death is not the coming of Christ, how will he come?

¢« And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and
a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly
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toward heaven as he went up; behold, two men stood by them in white
apparel ; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven ? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, s/ta// so
come 1n like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” Acts1:9-11; Rev.
14:14.

5. How many \vlll behold him when he comes?

¢« Behold, he cometh with clouds; and ewery eye shall see hin, and they also which
pierced him.”” Rev. 1: 7.

6. What wonderful demonstration will accompany the Lord’s coming?

““The Lord himself shall descend from heaven witk a shout, with the voice of the

archangel, and with the trump of God.”> 1 Thess. 4:16, The Lord Limself,
not some other, shall descend. :

7. What will then take place?

‘“ We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, end the dead shall
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 1 Cor. 15:51, 52;
1 Thess. 4:16, 17.
8. Have not the martyrs of old gone to their reward ?

¢ And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, reccived not the
promise, God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us
should not be made perfect.”” Heb, 11: 39, 40,
9. When were the disciples to be recompensed ?
¢¢ For thou shalt he recompensed az the resurrection of the just.”” l.uke 14:14.
1o. How is this to be brought about?
¢«If I go and prepare a place for you, 7 will come again, and receive you unto my-
self.’” John14:3
11. What was Enoch’s belief about this event?

“And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, sayiﬁg, Behold,
the Lovd cometle with ten thousand of his saints, to execute judgment upon all,”’
Jude 14, 15.

12. What was Job’s hope when in the depths of affliction ?

““For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that ke shall stand at the latter day
upon the earth. And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in
my flesh shall I see God ; whom [ shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall
behold, and not another.” Job 1g9:25-27, ’

13. How did David express himself on this point?
“ Lior he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth ; he shall judge the world with
righteousness, and the people with his truth.” Ps. g6: 13.
14. Did Daniel teach this same sentiment ?

““ And at that time skall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the
children of thy people; . . . and a