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the power of G od to the universe ; to fa il necessitates 
the bringin g in o f others to fill places w hich it is our 
p riv ilege  to occupy.

L et us hasten in this m atter o f the education o f  our 
children. W e are often inclined to censure others for 
not accepting at first sight truth connected with the 
Sabbath w hich lies very  close to our hearts. W atch  
unto prayer, lest, w hile condem ning others on one 
point, the thing most needed to bring the pow er o f the 
Spirit, w ithout which all other m oves are lifeless— the 
principles of Christian education— be passed unheeded 
or but slightly  touched. E v e ry  church needs the bless­
in g ;  every church should have its own school. “ T o­
day if  ye w ill hear his voice, harden not your hearts.”

T H E  M E A N I N G  O F  C H R I S T I A N  E D U C A T I O N .

In  the m inds of many there is no distinct idea o f the 
fundam ental principles of Christian education. T h ey  
understand but fa in tly  the m eaning o f the expression, 
and when using it them selves, are in doubt as to its full 
significance. It is time for the subject to be fu lly  com ­
prehended, or at least to appeal definitely to the minds 
of those w hose hearts respond to the love of God.

L ookin g  over the world, we find that sin has 
reversed the order of m any things. O ften those opera­
tions which we consider natural, because of lon g

TH E A D V O CA T E . 255

acquaintance with them  and the ignorance o f a ll others, '  
are the very opposite o f the original w orkin g  o f nature. 
W e look  upon rain as the natural m ethod o f w atering 
the earth, but years passed before man ever saw a rain­
drop. Clouds, to us, bring re lie f from  heat, but once 
no clouds marred the beauty o f the ethereal blue. 
O rig in ally  the precious metals lay 011 the surface of the 
earth ; now men think it quite natural that they should 
be found beneath mountains o f rock.

O nce fathers and mothers were the on ly  human 
teachers for their children ; but to-day the m other who 
does not hurry her four-year-old flaxen-head to the 
kindergarten is considered unnatural and not up to the 
tim es in her ideas. O nce G od  and his w orks form ed 
the center o f thought and m ental progress, but to-day 
our sons and daughters consider it quite the natural 
thing to m ake the study of spiritual m atters decidedly ' 
secondary.

T o  the you n g of this age G od is again offering his 
system  of education, and it as far exceeds the one now 
in practise as his w ays alw ays excel man’s ways. The 
world has developed a system of instruction befitting 
its needs. Sparta wanted soldiers, and she educated 
with that end in view  ; A th en s wanted athletes, and 
alio educated accordingly. A m erica  w anted freedom  
of governm ent, and her system  reflected the public 
mind. C itizens w ere needed w ho w ould be loyal to 
public sen tim en t; the public schools responded to


