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Witnesses to Creation

“Fhere’s a reason I began every Bible
study series with the doctrine of
creation,” the retired pastor said, a slow

smile spreading across his weathered face.

“If a man cannot believe in the truth
as taught in Genesis, he will never make
it even half the way to Revelation. If
there isn’t in his heart a willingness to
acknowledge the authority of Jesus as
Creator, he won’t have a willingness to
let his life be shaped by Jesus as Lord.
Our doctrine of salvation, our doctrine
of the Sabbath, our doctrine of the Sec-
ond Coming-all of them grow from a
truth once planted in Eden. Accepting
the Bible teaching about creation is one
of the best indicators that a man or a
woman will go on to know and love the
fullness of God’s truth.”

The wisdom of that experienced shep-
herd still echoes in my life and ministry.

And it is re-lived thousands of times
every week as Adventist teachers, pastors,
Bible workers, and congregational leaders
faithfully identify the vital links between
our beliefs about origins and our beliefs
about the end time. God’s truth is never
offered to us as a menu, from which we
can pick and choose the way we select
salads or main dishes in a restaurant.

We either partake of the whole meal that
Jesus offers, or else we ultimately walk
away from His great banquet table.

In this issue of Adventist World we
highlight unique and compelling Adven-
tist testimonies to the truth as found in
Genesis. Though working in Korea, the
United States, and Panama, they share a
common mission. Each is focused on
catching the attention of hurried, anx-
ious men and women with the good
news of a Lord who once made all things
good, and Who still does all things well.

As you read this month’s edition, pray
for the witness that these and many other

ministries give to the vital truth of
God’s creative work and power.

RAJMUND DABROWSKI/CRSB

WORLD REPORT

Adventists Focus on

Special Needs Ministries
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SINGING PRAISES: A musical item is performed by a blind choir at a
joint event for Seventh-day Adventist Special Needs Ministries in Sdo
Paulo, Brazil.

B More than 200 Seventh-day Adventists concerned with ministry
to those having special needs met January 25-27, 2013, in Sao Paulo,
Brazil, to formulate ways to reach those with physical and emotional
disabilities.

“The Seventh-day Adventist Church,” said Jonathan Kuntaraf,
Sabbath school and personal ministries director for the General Con-
ference, “has made an intentional decision to train, challenge, and
encourage each division, union, conference, and church in this minis-
try, whose time has come.”

The conference took place at Universidade Adventista de Sdo
Paulo (the Sao Paulo campus of Brazil Adventist University), and
centered on a Special Needs Emphasis Sabbath at the UNASP cam-
pus. The event included presentations by Christian Record and
Adventist Deaf Ministries, as well as performances by a choir for the
blind and signing by several individuals and groups who are deaf.

Kuntaraf presented the keynote address for the Special Needs
Emphasis Sabbath: “Ministry of Compassion.” In his message he
quoted Ellen G. White, a cofounder of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, who sensed the need for such a ministry. In Testimonies to the
Church, volume 3, she wrote, on page 511, “that persons afflicted in a
variety of ways have been placed in close Christian relationship to His
churchy; it is to prove His people and develop their true character.

Continued on next page )
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WORLD REPORT

Angels of God are watching to see
how we treat these persons who need
our sympathy, love, and disinterested
benevolence.”

Though the church has historically
addressed some special needs through
specific ministries in some areas for
those who are blind or deaf, until now
there has been no comprehensive
inclusion of the wider needs in this
field. This new ministry seeks to
address the needs of seven categories
of disability: cognitive, hearing,
mobility, psychiatric, speech, visual,
and “hidden,” which covers disabilities
not easily observed.

“The ministries of compassion
and mission cannot be separated,” said
Larry Evans, associate director of the
General Conference Stewardship Min-
istries Department. “Those with spe-
cial needs, while deserving of compas-
sion, also see themselves as God’s
ambassadors to reach out to others
like themselves with the message of
hope. They can play a vital role in the
mission of the church.”

While participating in an interna-
tional advisory meeting of the newly
established Special Needs Ministries
Department of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, Rajmund Dab-
rowski, Christian Record marketing
director, met with approximately 25
members of Real Vision, a Sao Paulo,
Brazil, organization of church mem-
bers who are blind. Real Vision mem-
bers shared their experiences and
expressed interest in future coopera-
tion with Christian Record in provid-
ing materials for the blind and visually
impaired in Portuguese.

“This is a timely entity, a blend of
services responding to individuals and
groups with special needs, who are a
part of our faith community. Chris-
tian Record is eager to share what it
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SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH IN CANADA

has learned in its 113 years of experi-
ence in serving people who are blind.
Special needs ministries is a much-
welcomed approach the church now
recognizes,” Dabrowski said.
—reported by Gary Swanson, with
Mark A. Kellner, news editor

Canadian Adventist
Receives Medal for
Advocacy

B A Seventh-day Adventist has
received one of Canada’s top honors, a
result of his work in religious liberty.
Barry W. Bussey, was awarded the
prestigious Queen Elizabeth II Dia-
mond Jubilee Medal, in recognition of
his work to support religious liberty in
Canada and internationally. He
received the award on January 30,

AWARD WINNER: Barry Bussey,
a Seventh-day Adventist active in
religious liberty matters, received
the Queen Elizabeth Il Diamond
Jubilee Medal in a ceremony at
Canada’s Parliament in Ottawa,
Ontario.

2013, in a ceremony in Ottawa, Cana-
da’s capital city.

According to Maurice Vellacott, a
member of Parliament representing
the Saskatoon-Wanuskewin constitu-
ency, Bussey “has played an important
role in the fight to preserve religious
liberty in Canada and internation-
ally. . .. His effective voice on behalf of
[the Seventh-day Adventist Church]
has helped to broaden the representa-
tion of Canadians who are defending
religious liberty here and abroad.”

Bussey, who spent more than 15
years in denominational service as a
pastor, attorney, and religious liberty
advocate, concluding as director of
United Nations relations for the Gen-
eral Conference, is legal affairs vice
president for the Canadian Council
of Christian Charities, in Elmira,
Ontario.

The Diamond Jubilee medal was
created to mark 2012 celebrations of
the sixtieth anniversary of Her Maj-
esty Queen Elizabeth II’s accession.
The Queen Elizabeth II Diamond
Jubilee Medal “serves to honor signifi-
cant contributions and achievements
by Canadians.”

“It’s for the cause,” Barry said.
“This medal is because of religious
liberty. We have wonderful blessings
in Canada, but I know around the
world there are brothers and sisters
suffering because of their faith, and
that’s why 'm involved.”

The award presentation was held
on January 30, in the House of
Commons chamber in the Parlia-
ment building in Ottawa. MP Vel-
lacott was on hand to present the
award. Also present at the ceremony
were Barry’s family members,
friends, and colleagues.

—reported by Alexandra Yeboah, Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church in Canada
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Above: GATHERING OF BELIEVERS: Young people sit in overflow seating at a
temporary structure in Papenoo, Tahiti, built to host a weekend rally welcom-
ing Adventist world church president Ted Wilson. The rally was streamed live
online and broadcast on local Adventist radio stations in French Polynesia.
Inset: PRESIDENTS TOGETHER: Adventist world church president Ted Wilson

(right) with the president of French Polynesia, Oscar Temaru, in Papeete,
Tahiti. Wilson offered spiritual counsel and prayed with the national leader
during the February 8, 2013, meeting.

In Tahiti, Wilson Urges
Spiritual Leadership

B Authentic spirituality is at the core
of the Seventh-day Adventist message,
Ted N. C. Wilson, General Conference
president, said during an official visit
with the leader of French Polynesia on
February 8, 2013.

Wilson met with President Oscar
Temaru and other French Polynesian
government officials at the presi-
dent’s office in Papeete, Tahiti, while
on a tour of the South Pacific island
groups.

President Temaru said he was
grateful for the positive impact the
Adventist Church has on French
Polynesia, adding that Adventists are
“good citizens.” Wilson, speaking in
French, expressed appreciation for

the religious liberty granted by the
government of French Polynesia. As
an overseas country of France, the
island groups are given considerable
autonomy, allowing for greater reli-
gious freedom than granted by laws
in France.

Later in their conversation, Wilson
illustrated the Adventist Church’s
belief in wholistic living. Gesturing
toward a table in the president’s office,
he said, “When one leg is missing, the
table can’t stand. Similarly, people
need their spiritual, physical, mental
and social needs met. We believe God
wants us to develop all of these attri-
butes in harmony.”

Earlier Wilson had met with Gas-
ton Tong Sang, the mayor of Bora
Bora and former president of French
Polynesia. Sang later made the

RECORD.NET.AU
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45-minute flight to Tahiti to attend an
Adventist worship and evangelism
rally that ran February 7 to 9.

During his Sabbath sermon, Wilson
urged an audience of close to 4,000 to
prioritize spiritual development, citing
the Old Testament story of Elijah, who
advocated a return to godliness. “God
is calling us to be Elijahs in our mod-
ern world,” Wilson said.

Local Adventist Church leaders
credited the strong turnout to mem-
bers who brought their friends and
neighbors to the rally. There are
about 4,600 Adventists in French
Polynesia, spread over some 130
islands. The Seventh-day Adventist
Church operates 37 churches in
French Polynesia, as well as a college
and a media center.

“This rally has been a profound
blessing for us,” said Roger Tetuanui,
president of the French Polynesia Mis-
sion. “It has brought our church fam-
ily together. . .. But most important
has been the spiritual impact of the
messages. We feel unified and spiritu-
ally energized.”

—reported by James Standish, South
Pacific Division, with Adventist News
Network

Continued on next page )
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WORLD REPORT

Mongolian Adventists Gain
Via Distance Learning

B As the new year began, Seventh-
day Adventists in the Mongolia
Mission Field (MMF), working with
the Northern Asia-Pacific Division,
launched a distance learning center
(DLC) program in Mongolia, run by
the Adventist International Institute
of Advanced Studies (AIIAS) in
Silang, Cavite, Philippines. The DLC
will provide local pastors and church
leaders with an avenue for upgrading
their skills and augmenting their
academic learning and technical
competencies in ministry. The program
will hold classes once every quarter for
five years.

The first session took place January
14-30, 2013, with Youngsoo Chung,
AIIAS professor of applied theology,

presenting a “Biblical Foundation of
Leadership” course at MMF’s head-
quarters.

This first distance learning course
provided 32 MMF students with a
foundational understanding of the
principles and approaches to biblical
leadership; identified the essential
characteristics, qualities, and
requirements of Christian leaders;
appreciated various biblical models
of leadership and leadership activi-
ties; and helped to coordinate mis-
sional leaders working together on a
regional, national, and global level.

The DLC program is key to pro-
moting a strong ministerial develop-
ment plan that will train and develop
Seventh-day Adventist pastors in
Mongolia, church leaders said.
—reported by the Northern Asia-
Pacific Division
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SEMINAR PARTICIPANTS: Distance learners at the Mongolia Mission Field

gathered for a January 2013 seminar.
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hat would you do to
attract young people to
church, particularly in

a nation where overt witnessing is
difficult?

How about a game of baseball?

That’s the recent experience of
Seventh-day Adventists in Cuba,
where baseball has long been a popu-
lar sport. Starting, and growing, a
league of baseball teams is bringing
newcomers to the church, local lead-
ers say.

Baseball is a highly regarded sport
in Cuba: the country has its own
amateur league, and a Cuban national
team was a finalist in the 2006 World
Baseball Classic competition, losing
to Japan in a game played in San
Diego, California.

“The program began in 2009 as a
way to help young Adventists enjoy
sports without harming their Chris-
tian witness,” said Dayami Rodriguez,
communication director, Cuban
Union. She spoke in November 2012
at a communication summit held in
Miami, Florida, by the Inter-American
Division, which includes Cuba.

Shirts and caps may not always
match, and there are other challenges
to be met, but Cuban Adventists have
found that baseball is an ideal out-
reach tool. In fact, the peaceful nature
of the games even attracted a local
government official, who offered
words of welcome.

Games are conducted with respect
for all sides; team members pray
before games. The fighting and rough
language sometimes associated with



el B T g -
. .Eiﬂ}l?ﬁ'_ SRS

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE CUBA UNION

Left: ANTHEM: Players remove their hats for the national anthem, a baseball
tradition. Above: FLYING THE FLAG: Players in the Seventh-day Adventist baseball
competitions in Cuba pass by a Pathfinder flag, representing the youth program of

the church. Right: BATTER UP: Aldo Perez, president of the Cuba Union Conference,
swings at a pitch during the Seventh-day Adventist Church baseball game. In Cuba
sports are used as an evangelistic tool.

By MARK A. KELLNER, news editor

Adventists in Cuba

U Rodriguez said, “Each night the
se a S e a little town was paralyzed by what was
happening in the humble Adventist
church atop the valley. Everyone was
ut r e a C running to hear the preacher, carrying
or their own chairs to find a little place in
the midst of so many people who

Popular sport draws notice as players pray before games.  crowded the windows and doors of the

sanctuary. At the end of the week of an
evangelism series, ‘Jesus the Conqueror

other leagues is absent from the were all absorbed to see men in the of All Time, the church rejoiced to
Adventist practices and competitions,  heat of the game praying for each receive within it many who decided to
Rodriguez said. other before a game, holding hands, cast their lot with Christ forever.”

The peaceful atmosphere attracted ~ embracing and congratulating each Local authorities—at first reluctant
non-Adventists who wanted to par- other after the game. to permit a religious group to use
ticipate. Church leaders agreed, but Some spectators approached the their facilities—finally relented, and
with conditions: players must demon-  teams, asking to learn more. The volunteers cleared the designated area
strate good behavior, their speech and ~ youngsters identified themselves as for play. In fact, the local Communist
attitudes would be in line with Ad- Seventh-day Adventists, and invited Party first secretary attended the
ventist standards, and all players those interested to the evening meet-  opening, giving a welcome. The presi-
would attend daily, morning Bible ings. In the first year 28 people gave dent of the Adventist Church in Cuba
studies and evening seminars. their hearts to the Lord as a result of  and other pastors joined him.

According to Rodriguez, it the effort; in August 2012, 100 people The Seventh-day Adventist
worked! Onlookers—ranging from made a Christian commitment as the  Church has been active in Cuba since
local umpires, professional baseball games and outreach took place in 1905. In 2012, nearly 33,000 baptized
players, and members of the public Palmarito, Holguin, in the eastern members worshipped weekly in 302
who happened upon the games— part of Cuba. congregations. M
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he man was on a mission—to
terrorize, torture, and kill.
Saul, a powerful Pharisee, was

determined to get rid of every man,
woman, and child who claimed that

Jesus of Nazareth was indeed God’s Son.

At the trial of Stephen, Saul elo-
quently and logically convinced the
people that the accused was preach-
ing delusive, dangerous lies. For this,

PHOTO BY HESTER GRIFFIN/ANN

Change in Mission

So he planned a special mission
trip to Damascus, a rich and power-
ful city of trade in the Roman
Empire. With authority and commis-
sion from the chief priests in Jerusa-
lem (see Acts 26:12), Saul set out on
his mission of capturing all who
claimed Jesus as their Messiah. But,
unknown to this proud Pharisee, his

by the disciples” (The Acts of the
Apostles, p. 115).

Saul also remembered the speech
of Stephen, and the many prophecies
concerning the Messiah. Under the
conviction of the Holy Spirit, Saul of
Tarsus, the outstanding student of
Scripture, realized for the first time
that in Jesus of Nazareth all of these
prophecies had been fulfilled. Con-
fessing his sins and acknowledging
Christ as his Savior, Saul the persecu-
tor became Paul, the great missionary,
author, and martyr.

Truth in Jesus

So it has been with all of Christ’s
true followers—once they realize “the
truth [as it] is in Jesus” (as Paul wrote
in Ephesians 4:21), instead of serving
self, their lives become one of mission,
seeking to win as many as possible to
Jesus Christ’s love and promise of
eternal life through Him.

We see this dedication to Christ
and His truth down through the ages,

MlSSl()Il ivnAction

Where are you headed? v reov.cownsos

Saul was rewarded with membership
in the Sanhedrin, giving him even
more power to pursue the followers
of Christ.

As persecution pressed down on
the believers in Jerusalem, they fled to
various places, including the city of
Damascus. Saul watched in dismay as
these believers in Christ “went every-
where preaching the word” (Acts 8:4).
Determined to exterminate all believ-
ers, Saul planned to pursue them
wherever they went.

8 AbpvenTIST WORLD | April 2013

mission was about to change (see
Acts 26:9-18).

Because of his encounter with
Jesus, “Saul now saw that in persecut-
ing the followers of Jesus he had in
reality been doing the work of Satan,”
wrote Ellen White. “He saw that his
convictions of right and of his own
duty had been based largely on his
implicit confidence in the priests and
rulers. . .. Now that Jesus Himself
stood revealed, Saul was convinced of
the truthfulness of the claims made

so carefully traced in that wonderful
book The Great Controversy, where we
read about the many martyrs who
would rather stay true to their Lord
and His mission than give it up to save
their own lives.

That same intensity of mission
burned in the hearts of the early
Advent believers as they learned about
the soon coming of Christ and their
salvation through Him, His work in
the heavenly sanctuary, the truth
regarding the seventh-day Sabbath,



and many other scripturally based
truths. They were so eager to share
what they had learned that they
couldn’t help but live lives of mission,
sharing the good news with everyone
they met.

Sharing the Good News

In a well-known story about
Joseph Bates we hear the eagerness
with which our early Adventist pio-
neers shared their faith. In the mid-
1840s Bates returned to his home in
Fairhaven, Massachusetts, after study-
ing about the Bible Sabbath with
friends in New Hampshire. As Bates
walked across the bridge between New
Bedford and Fairhaven, he met
another friend, James Hall, who asked
him what the news was. “The news is
that the seventh day is the Sabbath,
and we ought to keep it,” Bates told
him. Not long afterward James Hall
and his family were keeping the sev-
enth-day Sabbath.

The pioneers were so eager to
share the Bible truths they were dis-
covering that the little group of
Adventist believers grew from just
small groups in New England in the
mid-1840s to 3,500 believers meeting
in 125 churches spread across a wide
geographical area in 1863, when the
Seventh-day Adventist Church was
officially organized.

Go Into the World

As mission awareness continued to
grow, the Great Commission of Mat-
thew 28 became more prominent as the
church realized the need to “go . .. make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all things that I have
commanded you” (verses 19, 20).

In 1864 Michael Czechowski, a
former Roman Catholic priest, went
on his own to spread the Seventh-day
Adventist message in Europe. Ten

years later J. N. Andrews, along with
his son, Charles, 16, and daughter,
Mary, 12, were sent to Switzerland as
the church’s first official missionaries.
Many more missionaries would
soon follow, establishing schools,
churches, publishing houses, medical
clinics, and hospitals, ministering to
the needs of the people and proclaim-
ing the vitally important three angels’
messages all around the world. By the
end of the nineteenth century Sev-
enth-day Adventism had truly become
global. The church has continued to
grow, and today we have a presence in
209 countries around the globe, with
more than 17 million members meet-
ing in more than 70,000 churches.

Mission Is a Privilege

But mission is much more than
just facts and figures, buildings and
institutions. Mission is not a protocol
of the church—rather than a protocol,
it’s a privilege. It starts with each one
of us when we accept Christ and His
righteousness and the incredible pro-
vision He has made for us. Our natu-
ral response to His great gift is to be
active in mission and share the won-
derful news with others. How could
we keep such good news to ourselves?

The pen of inspiration tells us: “A
large number of precious souls are
groping in darkness, yet longing and
weeping and praying for light” (Man-
uscript Releases, vol. 4, p. 135). When I
read this, I think of the more than 7
billion people in the world today, 3.6
billion of whom live in urban areas,*
and I wonder how many are living in
darkness, waiting for the light we have
been commissioned to bring to them.

Reaching the Cities

This summer, as we launch the
comprehensive “Mission to the Cities”
initiative beginning with New York
City, we hope to reach as many of the
20 million people as possible in that

enormous metropolitan area. Based
on biblical principles and counsel
from the Spirit of Prophecy, this out-
reach involves a wide variety of activi-
ties under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, including the use of medical
missionaries, health lectures, centers
of influence, local churches and pas-
tors, church members, teams of young
people from around the world, litera-
ture evangelists, small-group outreach,
door-to-door missionary work, com-
munity services, and social work that
follows Christ’s methods.

Following the outreach in New
York City, those who have participated
will take Mission to the Cities back to
their home countries, where plans are
being made to reach, through God’s
grace, the millions dwelling in the
metropolitan areas of Kinshasa, Mos-
cow, Kiev, Geneva, Prague, Hamburg,
Munich, Vienna, Mexico City, Bogot4,
Tokyo, Buenos Aires, Luanda, Sydney,
Christchurch, Port Moresby, Suva,
Manila, Mumbai, London, and Lagos.

Mission for Everyone

What is your mission? Mission is all
about people—whether you live in a
large city, a small village, or in the coun-
tryside. Wherever people are, that is
where we have a mission, a mission to
bring hope and healing and relief. And
while we minister to their temporal
needs, let’s not forget to provide them
with the “truth [as it] is in Jesus”—the
bread and water of life that will satisfy
not just here on earth, but for eternity.

You may not be a pastor or an
evangelist, you may not be a medical
worker, but no matter how old or
young you are, no matter what your
educational level, you can still make an
eternal difference in the life of someone
simply by smiling warmly and handing
the person a piece of literature—a
Bible tract, a magazine, a book, such as
The Great Controversy or The Great
Hope, telling them how much this mes-
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sage has meant to you in your own life,
and that you hope they will find it
helpful in their lives, too.

We are told that no one’s work is to
be disregarded in the work of saving
souls. In The Acts of the Apostles Ellen
White wrote: “Not upon the ordained
minister only rests the responsibility of
going forth to fulfill [the gospel] com-
mission. Everyone who has received
Christ is called to work for the salva-
tion of his fellow men.. ..

“It is a fatal mistake to suppose
that the work of soul-saving depends
alone upon the ministry. The humble,
consecrated believer upon whom the
Master of the vineyard places a bur-
den for souls is to be given encourage-
ment by the men upon whom the
Lord has laid larger responsibilities.
Those who stand as leaders in the
church of God are to realize that the
Savior’s commission is given to all
who believe in His name. God will
send forth into His vineyard many
who have not been dedicated to the
ministry by the laying on of hands. . ..

“Long has God waited for the
spirit of service to take possession of
the whole church so that everyone
shall be working for Him according to
his ability. When the members of the
church of God do their appointed
work in the needy fields at home and
abroad, in fulfillment of the gospel
commission, the whole world will
soon be warned and the Lord Jesus
will return to this earth with power
and great glory” (pp. 110, 111).

Even so, come, Lord Jesus. M
* United Nations, “World Urbanization Prospects: The 2011

Revision” (New York: 2012). Available online at: http://esa.
un.org/unup/pdf/WUP2011_Highlights.pdf.

" Ted . C. Wilson s

president of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church.
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GLOW: Giving Light to Our World

Giving Light to Our World—GLOW—is an outreach initiative that originated
in California, United States, but is now branching out to other world divisions.
It's based on the concept of church members distributing GLOW tracts—free
of charge—at every opportunity. The tracts are currently being printed in 29
languages.

Here are two short stories from Europe that depict lives touched by GLOW:

STORY 1 : Atter a brief conversation about God,
a woman gave a GLOW tract to her cashier ata
McDonald’s in Germany. She said to the cashier,
“If you have any questions or want to talk with
godly people, just call the phone number on the
back of the tract.” The next day the cashier called
the number and asked a GLOW coordinator to
pray with her for some close friends and for
herself. Happily, the woman called again several
times asking for prayer, and said that after
each call she felt the power of the Holy Spirit
and hopeful that God would answer her prayers. The cashier and the GLOW
coordinator continue to pray together regularly. God led a faithful literature
distributor to a person with a desire to pray to a powerful God.

G LOW,

STORY 2: A woman in Europe found a GLOW tract entitled “Death’s Silent
Truth” in her mailbox. The timing was providential, because a loved one had
recently died and the woman felt in need of hope. After reading the tract,

she felt so comforted that she called the GLOW representative in Europe and
asked how she could get more tracts to give to friends who had also been
affected by the recent loss. She also wanted to share the tract with her fellow
church members.

Stories compiled by U.S. Central California Conference GLOW director Nelson
Ernst. To find out more about GLOW, go to sdaglow.org.



AL

My mother has had two episodes that
the doctor says were ministrokes, or
transient ischemic attacks. We are
worried that she might have a major
stroke. Is there anything we can do
that will protect her?

troke is a major cause of death
S worldwide and a leading cause

of incapacity in its victims.
When stroke and transient ischemic
attacks (TIAs) are lumped together,
they may exceed the rate of coronary
vascular effects.

An ischemic stroke occurs when
the blood supply to part of the brain is
interrupted or severely reduced,
depriving brain tissue of oxygen and
food. Within minutes brain cells begin
to die. A stroke or TIA (in which the
blockage is temporary) has a 12.8 per-
cent risk of recurring within a week.
Some have estimated up to 80 percent
of stroke recurrences could be avoided
if patients were managed appropriately.

Not all strokes occur for the same
reason. A clot or a plaque blockage in
the blood vessels is most often the
cause of the interruption in blood
flow. About 15 percent of ischemic
strokes, however, are the result of a
blood-vessel rupture in the brain, with
about 5 percent (1 in 20) related to
bleeding around the brain.

To identify the cause of the TIA, or
ministroke, doctors need to determine:

1. Is this related to problems in the
heart, such as atrial fibrillation?

2. Is it related to large artery dis-
ease, such as carotids?

3. Is there small artery disease, as
with diabetes?

4. Is this related to other problems,

WORLD HEALTH
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such as clotting disorder, drugs, or
mechanical problems?

In order to get this information,
most patients will undergo magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI) investiga-
tion, which is more sensitive than
computed tomography (CT) for defin-
ing strokes. Other forms of imaging
will permit diagnosis of blood-vessel
damage. Even with this testing, how-
ever, doctors are sometimes unable to
determine the cause of strokes.

For your mom, and all such patients,
aggressive risk-factor management and
lifestyle modification are essential. Reg-
ular exercise, abstinence from smoking,
and weight control are critical.

The following 10 factors have been
identified as playing a role in 90 per-
cent of stroke risk factors:

1. high blood pressure

2. smoking
. overweight
. poor diet
. lack of exercise
. diabetes
. alcohol consumption
. stress and depression

9. cardiac irregularities

10. genetically determined abnor-
mal cholesterol levels

In addition to lifestyle changes, solid
evidence supports the lowering of
blood pressure, the lowering of choles-
terol, and medications to lower platelet
adhesiveness. Data is not available to
define an optimal blood pressure, but
absolute lowering of systolic pressure
has shown improved outcomes. A 28
percent lower risk of stroke over four
years was seen in those taking an angio-
tensin-converting enzyme (ACE) inhibi-
tor to lower blood pressure. Whether the
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specific medication or the lowered
blood pressure is most responsible is
debatable, but most of the evidence sup-
ports it is the lowered blood pressure.

Lowering cholesterol with a statin
has shown a 25 percent reduction in the
risk of stroke, with the greatest effects
being seen in persons whose cholester-
ols were lowered the most significantly.

Aspirin in very low doses (80 mil-
ligrams per day) seems as effective as
high doses when taken regularly, and
although other antiplatelet drugs have
slightly better effects, their side effects
offset these benefits.

Careful evaluation of your mom is
required, followed by lifestyle change.
If her blood pressure is elevated, it
must be normalized. Cholesterol lev-
els, too, need to be brought to normal.
Antiplatelet treatment is of lesser ben-
efit, but may be recommended.

Exercise along with a low-fat veg-
etarian diet that includes whole, unpro-
cessed foods and lots of fresh fruits and
vegetables offer the best chance of a
longer life. The implementation of such
a lifestyle also permits the celebration
of God’s goodness in giving us life and
health as His gracious gifts. l
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Allan R. Handysides, a board-certified gynecolo-
gist, is director of the General Conference Health

Ministries Department.

Peter N. |.Ellll"BSS, a board-certified nuclear car-
diologist, is an associate director of the General

Conference Health Ministries Department.
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DEVOTIONAL

@\ aul, Saul, why are you persecut-
S ing Me?” (Acts 9:4).

As a child, I recall hearing my
mother tell me, “Make sure you come
when I call you and don’t let me have
to call you twice.” I wish I could say
she never had to call my name twice,
but if she did, I'd better listen or else!

In the Scriptures we read of many
instances in which God and Christ
called people.

However, there are seven persons
whom God or Christ called by name
twice. I believe we can extrapolate les-
sons that are applicable to us today.
Let’s take a look at the story of Saul.

Zealous for the Lord

Saul is first introduced in Acts
8:1, at the time that the stoning of
Stephen, one of the deacons in the
early church, occurs. “Witnesses laid
down their clothes at the feet of a
young man named Saul” (Acts 7:58).
“Saul was consenting to his death”
(Acts 8:1).

“The martyrdom of Stephen made
a deep impression upon all who wit-
nessed it. The memory of the signet of
God upon his face; his words, which
touched the very souls of those who
heard them, remained in the minds of
the beholders.”! Saul was no excep-
tion. “The faith, constancy, and glori-
fication of the martyr could not be
effaced from his [Saul’s] memory.”
Witnessing this godly man’s death and
listening to his dying testimony gave
rise to disconcerting questions.

Prior to the stoning of Stephen, the
Sanhedrin was plotting to kill some of
the apostles. It was the result of
Gamaliel’s discourse to the Sanhedrin
that they decided not to kill the apos-
tles (cf. Acts 5:33-40). Saul was likely
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Saul

Listening carefully to God's call

aware of Gamaliel’s words. Saul
undoubtedly held Gamaliel, his
teacher and mentor, in high regard.
His mind probably reeled with the
words of Gamaliel along with the
dying words of Stephen. Little did
Saul know that Stephen’s martyrdom
would serve to water the seed of salva-
tion in his own life as well as in the
lives of others.

Saul had heard Stephen’s discourse.

He had been within earshot of Ste-
phen’s last words: “Lord, do not
charge them with this sin” (Acts 7:60).
The excruciating pain of a dying man
and his words of grace and mercy
impacted Saul. He “was shaken in his
prejudice; but the opinions and argu-

ments of the priests and rulers finally
convinced him that Stephen was a
blasphemer; that Jesus Christ whom
he preached was an impostor, and that
those ministering in holy offices must
be right.”? And so, with his questions
silenced by the religious leaders, Saul
made the decision to assist in destroy-
ing the fledgling Christian church.
The decisions we make impact our
own life as well as the lives of others.
Just as a pebble tossed into calm water
creates ripples that extend far beyond
the initial point of contact, so the
decisions we make can impact the
lives of others for good or for evil.
Saul’s decision impacted the lives
of all Christians in Jerusalem and the

ILLUSTRATION BY BRETT MELITI



God saw incredible potential in Saul
if he would respond to His call.

surrounding towns and cities. Saul’s
name was probably a household word
in all believing Jewish homes. He was
commiitted to persecute the disci-
ples—wherever he found them.
Requesting letters of introduction, he
prepared to leave for Damascus in
order to incarcerate the Christian
believers in that city and bring them
back for judgment in Jerusalem (cf.
Acts 9:1, 2).

Called by the Lord

Saul was very zealous and inten-
tional about his mission to round up
all the Christians in Damascus and
deliver them to the authorities in Jeru-
salem. He believed he was doing God
a favor. Wrong decisions put us on the
wrong road of life. Figuratively, Saul
was on the wrong road. However, God
used the wrong road to become the
right road on which to call and con-
front Saul.

As Saul approached the end of his
160-mile journey from Jerusalem to
Damascus, “a light shone around him
from heaven. Then he fell to the
ground, and heard a voice saying to
him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecut-
ing Me?”” (Acts 9:3, 4). God had an
important message to convey to Saul
because of his misguided decisions.

God desired Saul to change his
course. God was looking for someone
to fight pagan philosophy and the
formalism of Judaism. God was look-
ing for a zealous person who would
be ready to make God’s mission their
ministry. He was looking for someone
who would value a relationship with
His Son more than zealous religiosity.
God saw incredible potential in Saul
if he would respond to His call.

Transformed by the Lord

Saul’s encounter with his Savior on
the Damascus road was the defining
moment of his life. Christ redirected
Saul’s thoughts, and he, in turn, recog-
nized who he truly was—a sinner in
need of a Savior.

Saul’s call was a call to meet Jesus
Christ personally. It was a call to be
born again and serve the promised
Messiah. It was a call to change the
direction of his life course and to
make positive decisions. Saul res-
ponded favorably to God’s call. He
accepted Jesus Christ as the Messiah,
as his personal Savior.

What's Your Damascus Road?

What about us? Are we on the
wrong road? Are we on our own
Damascus road today?

Is God calling us to change direc-
tion? Are our life decisions off course?
Are we on a self-centered mission to
build our own kingdom? Are we mak-
ing the positive and healthy decisions
God desires of us? How are our deci-
sions impacting others around us? Or
do we, like Saul, need to change our
course and plug in a different address
into our spiritual GPS?

I have been on my own Damascus
road; I lived life my way and did what
I wanted. Like Saul, I too met Christ.
It was not as dramatic as Saul’s
encounter; but it was a life-changing
experience. My life was changed and
was centered on Christ’s will and way.
A carnal Christian became a commit-
ted Christian.

Paul speaks of three groups of per-
sons in 1 Corinthians 2 and 3. He
refers to the natural man, the spiritual
man, and then he addresses the

Corinthian believers as carnal, or
worldly. We still have the same three
categories. There are those who live
without Christ or God in their lives.
There are those who are Spirit-filled
and fully committed to Christ. And
then there are worldly Christians,
those who walk the fence between the
world and the committed worship of
God. They want to enjoy the benefits
and blessings of church membership
without the commitment to Christ.
Christ is not reigning on the throne of
their heart.

As Adventist Christians, we can
find ourselves in one of the two latter
categories. We may fully believe the
church doctrines; we may be zealous
in ministering for the church, but may
not have experienced conversion or
perhaps have lost our first love for
Christ.

God called Saul by name twice to
get his attention. Saul heard the call of
Christ, responded, and became a
born-again child of God. How many
times does God have to repeat our
name when He calls us? M

"Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles (Mountain View, Calif.:
Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1911), p. 101.

2Ellen G. White, Sketches From the Life of Paul (Battle Creek,
Mich.: Review and Herald Pub. Assn., 1883), p. 19.

3 Ibid., p. 21.

Mary-Alice White is a

retired dietitian and an
active member of the
Mount Pisgah Academy
Seventh-day Adventist Church. She and
her husband enjoy life in Asheville, North
Carolina, U.S.A.
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FUNDAMENTAL

BELIEFS

Facing the

By STEFAN HOSCHELE

unting a lion is an adventure I would not choose!
H But among the Masai of East Africa, formerly a

warriorlike people group, young men have long
taken pride in tracking the king of beasts. Because of their
seminomadic lifestyle, their cattle are always threatened by
this archenemy. A Masai friend once explained to me how
such a hunt works: with their spears, a group of youthful
warriors surround the lion; the challenge is to strike at the
right time, for the first to strike will be celebrated as the
bravest. Once the warrior’s spear is gone, the lion, even if
wounded, will seek revenge! If no one strikes, the lion will
look for the most fearful boy and attack him.

The Christian Battle

Sometimes life as a Christian feels like being a Masai on
such a lion hunt. We have decided to follow Jesus, who said,
“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). Yet, after traveling some
distance with Him, we remember that the “adversary the
devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour” (1 Peter 5:8). And if we have not realized it from
the beginning, we now begin to understand what Jesus
meant when He declared, “If anyone desires to come after
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow
Me” (Matt. 16:24).

There are three options for dealing with the roaring
lions in our lives. First, we can ignore them. We can pre-
tend there is no problem, that the evil cannot harm us. We
can even profess that God’s adversary does not exist. But
such a head-in-the-sand approach will not rescue us from
the beast, nor will option two: running away—Iletting fear
reign. Have you ever tried escaping a lion? With its 35 mph
(about 50 kph) speed, running won’t save you! Option
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three, however, will decide the fight. It is based on the good
old adage “Attack is the best form of defense,” and it’s God
who starts the offensive.

Jesus’ Example

How does such a divine attack look? A good illustra-
tion is demonic “possession.” As a missionary in Africa, I
experienced a number of cases in which possessed people
were freed from evil spirits. We can either brush aside the
phenomena by attributing them to some other disease, or
tremble before the seemingly powerful chief of darkness.
Yet Jesus shows us another way. He did not discount the
existence of supernatural malevolent beings, but com-
manded them in a straightforward manner to leave.* And
leave they must, for they have already been overcome, and
shake at the mere mention of the name of Jesus. Thus the
driving out of demons, rather than being a spectacular
and strange occurrence, demonstrates in a simple yet
forceful manner how God deals with the enemy of salva-
tion. Those on God’s side have all the weapons necessary
to overcome him.

Of course this does not mean that the fight is painless.
Yes, Jesus’ yoke is easy (Matt. 11:30), but assaults can come



in various ways—from outside and even from inside. I still
have to meet the person who never faces temptation. Yet, if
our Lord encountered them, it is not embarrassing when
we also stumble upon such trouble. The really dangerous
thing is to think that we can manage on our own. A temp-
tation confessed to God is half overcome. Telling a brother
or sister is not as shameful as it might feel, but could mean
a temptation is almost defeated.

The Secret Weapon

Fortunately, life as a Christian is not a permanent
struggle. Even the best soldiers need enough preparation
and times of rest to restore their strength. They cannot
constantly engage in warfare. They have to care for their
health, learn about supporting each other, get training for
their particular responsibilities, and develop their stamina
by learning from the experience of others. As followers of
Jesus, we also need enough “growing time.” We do not
have to seek confrontations with powers opposing God
until we have matured to do so. This process of growth
may feel slow; or we might not see any signs of growth at
all. In reality, though, a crucial development is taking
place. This is why the Bible uses several images for dis-
cipleship that express a close relationship (“knowing God,”
“imitating” Christ, “belonging” to Him) or even a sem-
blance of a pregnancy (“being in Christ,” “remaining in
Jesus,” “abiding in His word”).

As with a developing embryo or child, growing in
Christ does not depend so much on what the little one
does but who feeds him. This is why drinking God’s Word
and breathing His Spirit in prayer is so important. I have
never seen a baby refusing her mother’s milk for days. Like-
wise, we need consistent nourishment to grow spiritually.

There are so many methods of devotions and manners
of prayer—let me encourage you to choose one that helps
you best. To those who have been struggling with, what
they consider, an insufficient spiritual life, perhaps this
simple recommendation will help: start small, be consis-
tent. Better a few minutes regularly than high-flying but
unrealistic plans. In due time more appetite will develop
naturally as the young “soldier of Christ” grows.

Personally, I have used about 10 different devotional
approaches. In addition to meditation and prayer, I have

been paraphrasing the Gospels for some time now, and on ——

weekends I like writing a diary. But “spirituality” is not
only praying, reading, and singing. It is our whole life. T am
very glad that one quarter of our fundamental beliefs deal
with the Christian life (check it out—here are the numbers:

€
Growing
e
o °
in Christ

By His death on the cross Jesus triumphed over the forces
of evil. He who subjugated the demonic spirits during His earthly
ministry has broken their power and made certain their ultimate
doom. Jesus' victory gives us victory over the evil forces that
still seek to control us, as we walk with Him in peace, joy, and
assurance of His love. Now the Holy Spirit dwells within us and
empowers us. Continually committed to Jesus as our Saviour
and Lord, we are set free from the burden of our past deeds. No
longer do we live in the darkness, fear of evil powers, ignorance,
and meaninglessness of our former way of life. In this new
freedom in Jesus, we are called to grow into the likeness of
His character, communing with Him daily in prayer, feeding on
His Word, meditating on it and on His providence, singing His
praises, gathering together for worship, and participating in the
mission of the Church. As we give ourselves in loving service to
those around us and in witnessing to His salvation, His constant
presence with us through the Spirit transforms every moment
and every task into a spiritual experience. (Ps. 1:1, 2; 23:4; 77:11,
12; Col. 1:13, 14; 2:6, 14, 15; Luke 10:17-20; Eph. 5:19, 20; 6:12-18; 1
Thess. 5:23; 2 Peter 2:9; 3:18; 2 Cor. 3:17, 18; Phil. 3:7-14; 1 Thess.
5:16-18; Matt. 20:25-28; John 20:21; Gal. 5:22-25; Rom. 8:38, 39; 1
John 4:4; Heb. 10:25.)

11,17, and 19 to 23). Following Jesus is something very
practical. Being a disciple and growing in Christ is not a set
of do’s and don’ts, but a process in which we learn to con-
quer challenges with the best support we can imagine. We
can face the roaring lion as we stick to the Master and hold
on to His Word. M

* In all cases except one, in which He demonstrated that God’s power is strong enough even to cast
out a legion, Jesus did not even dialogue with evil spirits.

\,

Stefan Hoschele, Ph.D., a former mission-
ary to Algeria and Tanzania, teaches mission
studies and systematic theology at Theolo-
gische Hochschule Friedensau, Germany.
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reation and evolution are red-button issues all over the world—also

reaching Adventist churches. We are bombarded daily by theories and hypotheses

and arguments and counter arguments. “Creation on Display” is an attempt to
showcase the wonders of creation and tell the story of how Adventist institutions and
individuals around the world share the Creator’s genius with people around them. As

you read these stories, allow the Creator to speak to your heart.
—EDITORS.



1elling the creation story in Korea

he Adventist Church-owned
T Byeol-Sae-Kot-Tol Science

Center in Shew Chung, a rural
area near Seoul in South Korea,
began with a young boy’s dream to
study the stars.

A curious and intelligent child,
Kyoungsang Sohn studied hard at
school and eventually became a suc-
cessful dentist. He never lost interest
in astronomy, however, nor forgot his
childhood dream to observe and
examine as closely as possible the
wonders of God’s universe. As a faith-
ful Seventh-day Adventist and a
believer in God the Creator, Sohn
longed to educate others—particularly
children and youth—in the marvels of
nature and the many ways it reveals a
loving heavenly Father. So in 1999,

using his personal finances, Sohn con-
structed and opened a science center,
initially called Nomok. Six years later,
in 2005, the Adventist Church in the
region took over management of the
education facility, renaming it the
Byeol-Sae-Kot-Tol Science Center. It
has since grown into a highly recog-
nized and appreciated complex that is
the recipient of government awards
for excellence in its field.

Studying God’s Nature

The name of the center, Byeol-Sae-
Kot-Tol, indicates its focus on four
areas of study: astronomy (study of
planets and stars), ornithology (study
of birds), botany (study of plants and
flowers), and paleontology (study of
fossils). It boasts a planetarium
equipped with telescopes and a sliding
dome; habitat and feeders to draw
wild birds that can be closely observed
through binoculars and the center’s
bird-watching telescopes; a botanical
garden filled with colorful and vibrant
flowers, bushes, and herbs as well as a

By Adventist World staff with contributions
by Korean Publishing House staff

high-powered microscope for careful
study of the foliage; and an exhibit
area housing hundreds of fossils in
which both youth and adults can learn
the history of the earth from a cre-
ationist worldview. The teachers and
other qualified staff who run the
learning facility also share the story of
Jesus and how wise men followed a
special “star” to Bethlehem, the place
where Jesus was born.

More than 100,000 visitors a year,
largely comprising students from ele-
mentary school through college,
encounter God’s handiwork at the
Byeol-Sae-Kot-Tol Science Center and
learn of the Creator, who spoke this
world and the universe into existence
because of His unfathomable love for
humankind.

Because of the large number of
visitors, registration is required. Plans
are also now underway to expand the
facility.

To learn more about the Byeol-
Sae-Kot-Tol Science Center, go to
P www.ntam.org.

Above: BIRD WATCHING: The thousands
of students who visit Byeol-Sae-Kot-Tol
each year can observe wild birds closely
through the center’s bird-watching
telescopes. Right: PLANETARIUM: The
Byeol-Sae-Kot-Tol Science Center in
South Korea has a planetarium equipped
with telescopes and a sliding dome.




By CHANTAL J. KLINGBEIL and GERALD A. KLINGBEIL

A STAKE in the Sand

Origins Exhibit opens at SAU.

orldview is the ultimate
mobile device. It’s on 24/7
and filters everything we

come into contact with.

At the Biology Department of
Southern Adventist University (SAU),
Tennessee, U.S.A., faculty decided to
combat the idea that you check your
religious convictions at the door of
the science lab. They wanted to put a
stake in the sand, and so they moved
the conversation into the hallways.

In the Beginning

While the idea of the Origins
Exhibit came to the faculty, the first
$50 of funding came from a student:
“I know what you teach, and [ am so
glad you teach these aspects on ori-
gins. 'm only a student, but here are
50 bucks; do something with it.”

INTERACTIVE: The displays
at the Origins Exhibit are
meant to engage its visitors
on several sensory levels.

Academic life went on with incon-
veniences as the exhibit grew on the
hallway walls of the Biology Depart-
ment over the next years. Discussions
between faculty, feedback from students
and others, and funding from interested
individuals all helped to make the Ori-
gins Exhibit a unique experience.

Step by Step

The exhibit is divided into three
main parts that complement each
other and should be visited in
sequence. Entering the building, you
suddenly find yourself exploring the
intricacies and beauty of the human
cell. From there the exhibit expands,
focusing upon the geologic column.
At this point your head is probably
reeling with the big questions of sci-
ence and origins. The final section of
the circular hallway exhibit is not
tightly packed arguments and evi-
dence but includes a vision of the
beauty and aesthetics found in nature.
The exhibit, officially opened on

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SA
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April 15,2012, is not intended to be
the definitive proof of creation. Intel-
ligent design is offered as a valid sci-
entific theory in contrast to the undi-
rected chance-based assumptions of
evolution that permeate most scien-
tific discussions. Part of the final sec-
tion introduces the concept of world-
view and probability. This is more
than a good scientific debate or argu-
ment. What you believe, you discover
in the exhibit, affects your deci-
sions—and decisions have eternal
consequences.

Attracting More Than Dinosaurs
Apart from the captive audience of
biology majors, other SAU students
love catching a quick glimpse as they
come to take a biology class. Local
K-12 schools and homeschoolers have
also been attracted by the exhibit.
During a biology faculty campout a
student shared that the exhibit had
been a major factor in his journey
from atheism to becoming a strong
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Christian Adventist. Biology seniors,
during their exit interviews, unani-
mously highlighted the positive
impact of the exhibit on their per-
spective of origins.

The Origins Exhibit is not just
about old bones, rock formations,
and the question of long time periods.
The issue of worldview penetrates
every discipline, and professors from
different faculties have been chal-
lenged to think about the philosophi-
cal implications of origins in their
fields. Keith Snyder, chair of the Biol-
ogy Department and coordinator of
the exhibit, makes an important
point: “We can collect data, we can
collect fossils, we can look at layers,
we can look at all kinds of things, but
it’s still inferring what happened.”

The opening of the exhibit doesn’t
mark the end of the vision. Faculty
dream of establishing an online Ori-
gins Center that would help dissemi-
nate important creation research in a
language accessible to middle and
high school students. The SAU Ori-
gins Exhibit is only one piece in a big-
ger mosaic. Around the world, Ad-
ventist colleges and universities are
using creative methods of communi-
cating the biblical perspective of ori-
gins. Knowing where we came from is
essential for our understanding of the
future and meeting the One who
spoke us into existence. l

Chantal and
Gerald Klingheil

write from Silver
Spring, Maryland,
U.S.A., where Gerald serves as an associ-
ate editor of Adventist World and Chantal

is an associate director of the Ellen G.
White Estate at the General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists. Their three daugh-
ters, Hannah, Sarah, and Jemima, ask many
questions about origins.

By
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Nattur

PANAMA
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FAMILY AND FRIENDS:
(back row, left to right) Elsa

Martinez Cayaso, Gabriel
Martinez, Eliezer Moran,
Fredy Benitez, (front row)
Wendell Martinez, Jr., Anel
Villareta, and Eilyn Martinez
stop working long enough
to pose for a photo.

A family-run business shares nature as a story.

ilberto Martinez had
a vision. In his native
Panama, surrounded

by tropical plants, mountains, and
waterways, Wilberto wanted to
expose others to the beauty around
him—and he wanted to do it with
his family. Wilberto and his wife Elsa
worked hard to keep their son and
daughter in church school—and
instill in them a love for God and
His creation. With a partner, and
pioneering spirit, Wilberto started
Nattur Panama, a conservation and
ecotourism business.

“My dad was really into conserva-
tion of species, birding, and bird-
watching,” says Eilyn Martinez Cayaso,
who helps run the family’s nature cen-
ter and tourism business. “Back then,
in the 1970s and 1980s, ecotourism
didn’t really exist, but it was some-
thing he really enjoyed. It was some-
thing he pursued—and then he
decided to provide services for local
tourism operators, and for operators
abroad.” Nattur Panama offered

mainly walking tours and bird-watch-
ing in those early days.

In 1993 Wilberto’s vision took
a more substantial form when he
and Elsa sent Eilyn and her older
brother Wendell to Columbia Union
College (now Washington Adventist
University) in Maryland, United
States. Both siblings studied in
preparation for returning home to
careers at Nattur Panama. In 1996
the family was reunited—and
everyone dug into helping their
small business succeed. “We started
to do on-land tours in nature for
visitors from cruise ships,” says
Eilyn. “Nature walking, birding,
tours on the lake and river—this
all started 16 years ago.”

Expansion

In 2000 Nattur Panama became a
fully family-run business. “My dad’s
partner didn’t understand our beliefs
and way of thinking,” explains Eilyn. “So
my dad, brother, and I were the ones
who operated the business.” And they
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WALKING TOUR: A school group participates in a guided nature walk

on the grounds of Panama Nattur, located outside of Colon, Panama.

didn’t just operate it—they expanded.

“Nattur Panama still provides
nature walks, birding, and tours. We
shifted after several years from being a
tour operator—planning a whole pro-
gram for a tourist (arranging local
flights, hotels, restaurants, entertain-
ment)—because it became too com-
petitive,” Eilyn says. “We shifted to
working more with the cruise industry,
and that worked for us for probably 12
years. The cruise part was exclusively
six months of the year, so we had to
work at [the business] very hard.”

The family has discovered some-
thing about the people who took their
tours. “Being a guide, you learn a bit
about the backgrounds of the people
who are with you,” says Eilyn. “Many of
our guests have some kind of Christian
background. Very seldom do we find
people who really do not believe in cre-
ationism. So what we do is we share
nature as a story. We tell, for example,
the story of how bees use the flowers or
some orchids as if it were an airport.”

Eilyn, Wendell, and Elsa are still
working hard to keep their business
afloat. “My dad fell ill and finally
passed away in 2011,” explains Eilyn.
“My mom stepped in to help us full-
time. We've also had an aunt and two
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uncles help us.” For several years
they’ve operated a nature center, which
has also served as a place for church
activities, for Pathfinder and youth
meetings, and for services of other
Christian denominations. They have
also started a bed and breakfast, trying
to keep current on the travel needs and
trends of tourists. “Panamanians gen-
erally don’t take in much of nature,
and they are not into ecology,” says
Eilyn, “so we don’t have a lot of local
guests. We had to think of something
that would really portray our beliefs in
regard to nature and creation.”

Keeping On

Part of that sharing involved striv-
ing to achieve Panama’s Ecological
Blue Flag, an award given by the gov-
ernment annually to entities in the
community that reach a minimum of
90 percent sustainable development at
beaches and natural spaces through
strict criteria, which includes water
quality and environmental education.
“We received our star last May,” Eilyn
says. It has helped their business to
gain recognition in an area attractive
to tourists from abroad, for which
environmental issues are important.
But having the center, plant nursery,

and sustainable agroforestry has also
meant an increase in labor.

“We normally have two seasons,”
explains Eilyn. “We see a lot of visitors
in the dry/summer season. Those days
are intense as we try to get everything
ready for groups. During the rest of
the days, when we don’t have larger
groups coming in, we do maintenance
to the locations and equipment. We
need to cut the grass, maintain the gar-
dens, the cabins, the water. We need to
feed the animals . . . it can be hectic”

Adding to the stress of daily opera-
tions at a small business, Eilyn shares
that there’s a lot of competition with
larger companies. “Competition is
good,” says Eilyn, “as it makes for vari-
ety—and for products to be better—
but it is frustrating to see how other
people take advantage of your work
and knowledge and exploit it in
another location or in another aspect.
We've had to adapt to new markets
and new challenges.”

And even though there are times,
especially during low season, that the
family has struggled to make ends
meet, she (and her family) haven’t
given up. “God has promised to be
with us. He has answered so many
prayers—and we are here because of
Him. This has been kind of like a min-
istry because we’ve been able to share
our thoughts and feelings and beliefs
to some people who did not know why
we were closed on Saturdays, or why
we didn’t eat meat. . .. God has been so
good to us. In prayer we have asked for
the basics—some food to eat—on
many occasions, and the Lord has pro-
vided. He has opened windows for us
to operate and keep on.” l

Kimberly Luste Maran
is an assistant editor of
Adventist World.



The

Adventist Story

ho gets to write the history of your
Wchurch?

It seems a simple enough question—
one that could be answered with a name and a
brief description of the author’s skills.

But it is a question that invites many other
questions. What group or entity are you mean-
ing when you use the word “church?” Do you
mean that you are seeking a history of your local
congregation—the 25 or 250 or 2,500 believers

you gather with each Sabbath? Or are you seek-
ing someone to write the larger history of the

NESTIONS 5o

History

Seventh-day Adventist Church? That’s a story,
depending on when you start it, that can stretch
back nearly 200 years.

And whose history will it be? Will the story
told be mostly a record of buildings, leaders, and
successes? Or will it be a story told from the per-
spective of a family whose members have experi-
enced some or all of that history? Will we hear of
the succession of pastors who served your con-
gregation, and call that the history? Or will it be
a history of missions—how the three angels’
messages arrived in your community; by whom
they were carried; and how rapidly they spread?

Will we understand the history of the church
against the backdrop of major world events—
wars, famines, hurricanes, and innovations? Or
will it be a history of Adventism as experienced in
one small congregation, where members’ lives have
been remarkably the same for more than century?

Will the author be a man or a woman? It
surely makes a difference whether the author
takes the care to notice the contributions of
women to the growth of your church—both the
local congregation and the worldwide denomina-
tion. Women now make up nearly two thirds of
the 17 million baptized members of the church.

Will the story be told primarily from the per-
spective of North America, where most histories
of Seventh-day Adventism begin? Will all other
territories then be deemed “foreign” because they
are “foreign” to North Americans? Will the focus
be on the brave men and women who crossed
salt water to carry the gospel, or will it be on the
even braver men and women who sometimes
stepped out of their existing cultures and reli-
gions to believe and practice the faith of Jesus?

These are just a few of the questions that the
editorial team of Adventist World will be asking
as we launch next month a
new 14-month series of articles
about the history of this faith.
The series is timed to coincide
with the 150th anniversary of
the organization of the Gen-
eral Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists in May 1863, but
will include much more than a
celebration of the history of
the church’s headquarters.
Depending on how you count,
you can date the earliest references to the term
“Seventh-day Adventist” to the organization of
the church’s first publishing house in 1860, or
the organization of its first local conference in
1861. In print, the term appeared in the Second
Advent Review and Sabbath Herald (now the
Adventist Review, sister journal of this magazine)
as early as 1853.

Each of the church’s 13 major regions—
called “divisions”—will be invited to tell its story
through an author from that region. In some
cases, that will surely be a history of how mission
work produced the thriving collection of congre-
gations, institutions, and evangelistic outreaches
the region is known for today. In others the story
will be more personally told, focused on the
individuals who responded to the promptings of
the Holy Spirit with faithfulness and courage.

In our May edition we will tell the story of
the handful of persons who began the formal
organization of this worldwide faith in Michi-
gan, United States, 150 years ago. In the months
to come you will come to know the richness and
variety of the Adventist story from many differ-
ent perspectives—all of them accurate, and all of
them important. H
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monarchy of Swaziland. We were

invited to provide free dental care to
the underserved public. Underserved
dental patients are easy to find in
Swaziland. With 33 official dentists and
a population of more than 1.3 million,
there is about one dentist for 40,000
people in the country. Now contrast
that with roughly 2,000 people needed
to support a single professional dental
practice in the United States.

It was therefore no surprise to us
that on the last day we saw patients—
dear people who hoped we would see
them but instead walked away in tears
because we couldn’t—we realized that
however long we were there, the situa-
tion would be the same. There were just
too many people in need of our help.

Iune 2012 found us in the small

Helping Their Smiles

We came from Loma Linda Univer-
sity’s School of Dentistry (LLUSD).
Our team consisted of two licensed and
qualified dentists, one psychologist, five
dental students, and two dental hygiene
students. We set up five mobile units, a
mobile X-ray unit, and a sterilization
center. In addition, we used benches
and available chairs as treatment areas
for teeth cleaning and extractions.

Our trip to Swaziland was made in
response to a request for us to come
help. We focused our time in the city of
Manzini, as well as treating children at
Emmanuel Orphanage and caring for
members of the community around
Lagwane Seventh-day Adventist School.
We had hoped that we might be able to
see 50 patients each day. However, when
we arrived the first morning, there were
close to 150 patients already waiting for
us. Patient after patient streamed
through the door, and there was always
someone eagerly waiting for us even
before we were ready to see them. They
were young and old; strong and weak;
happy and stressed.

Dental needs ranged from those
that needed light cleaning to others
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THE

The group visits Kruger National Park.

Swaziland

Why do Loma Linda University

dentistry students serve internationally?

whose mouths held only the remains
of teeth—painful, infected, and
unpleasant. These dear children of
God touched our hearts with their
need and their gratitude. We worked
long days, struggling to do our best

against the endless tide of unmet need.

Even though appointments were
made for the number of people we
could see each day, patients continued
to line up each morning—some as
early as 3:00—in hopes that we would
be able to see them too.

We saw 400 patients, providing
significant amounts of restorative
dentistry in addition to addressing
pain and infection by extracting teeth
that could not be restored. Our phi-
losophy—that we are treating a com-
munity and not just a collection of

patients—drove the way in which we
cared for each person who came to see
us. When dentists come and do only
wholesale extractions, they poorly
prepare patients to be educated about
and accept modern, conservative den-
tistry when it becomes available.

Each individual who left with
restored molars, healthy attractive front
teeth, and a clean mouth overall (which
results in healthy gums, pretty smiles,
and fresh breath) conveyed a message of
hope for dental health, in contrast to the
look of loss and defeat represented by
bleeding gums and empty sockets where
teeth once were. “One patient stands out
for me,” says Robert Judd, LLUSD 2013.
“All of her six anterior maxillary teeth
had decayed nearly to the pulp. While I
was speaking to her through a translator

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY



Above: Tiffany Beale, LLUSD

2013, with a patient

Below: Ken Ricks, LLUSD
2013, treats a patient in
Manzini.

THE

about the possibility of pulling those
teeth, she began to tear up. I told her we
would try our best to save her teeth, but
if the decay involved the nerve of the
tooth the prognosis was poor at best.
Fortunately, I was able to restore the
teeth with composite resin, and so
instead of leaving with no teeth, she left
with a nice smile and in broken English
she told me, “Thank you” I know I
changed her life dramatically, and it
took only a little more than an hour.
This is a moment I will never forget.”
Our student participants came from
anumber of different Christian back-
grounds—Adventist, Catholic, Mor-
mon, and nondenominational.
Together we spent two wonderful Sab-
baths worshipping in Swaziland Sev-
enth-day Adventist churches, where we
provided presentations on general, den-
tal, and mental health. These presenta-
tions always provided us opportunities
for more in-depth conversations about
health as well. We especially enjoyed the
warm African welcome, wonderful
singing, and delicious potluck
lunches. In addition, we
cherished the African
postchurch service
tradition of

OF,

Service [ earning

The motto of Loma Linda University School of Dentistry
(LLUSD) is “Service Is Our Calling.” As evidence of this commitment,
the curriculum includes required “service learning” activities, which
are varied experiences of unselfish service to people in local and global
communities. The expectation is that through these experiences, the
rewards and responsibilities of caring for those who cannot easily care for
themselves will inculcate into each student’s professional and personal life.
This is an essential part of the education of a Christian professional.

A big part of LLUSD’s program involves international service trips,
which allow students exposure to different cultures, customs, and economic
situations, thus providing them with a broader perspective and a view of
professional responsibility that extends beyond their individual practices. In
the past five years 50 international trips were made to provide dental care to
underserved populations in 20 different countries. A little more than 100 LLUSD
students participate in international trips each year. It is the goal that students
have the opportunity to benefit from at least one service trip during their
school experience.

everyone in attendance shaking hands
with one another, with greeting lines
snaking out into a great circle in front
of the church as “Happy Sabbaths” rang
out into the cool African winter.

It Meant So Much

Church leaders from the local con-
ference, union, and division arranged
our schedule and all additional sup-
port. Their kindness as well as the
genuine gratitude from our patients
meant so much to us.

There was an obvious need we
tried to fill in Swaziland. And in spite
of minor difficulties in trying to serve
everyone, our experience was positive.
The sincere gratitude we felt com-
bined with the privilege of being in
Africa with its wonderful natural and
cultural heritage was a blessing.
Indeed, a culture of service is preva-
lent at LLUSD, and we hope it contin-
ues in the professional lives of each of
its graduates. Those of us on this trip
were humbled to be able to be used by
God to help His children, thrilled to
visit Africa, and blessed by the good
people that we met along the way. “My
trip to Swaziland was one of the most
valuable experiences of my life,” says
Tiffany Beale, LLUSD 2013. “I feel
incredibly privileged to have gone to
such a beautiful country to minister to
such gracious people. Each mission
trip I take strengthens my desire to
make mission work a part of my
career for the rest of my life.”

This was an experience that
changed us for the better and gave us
precious memories that will live in
our hearts for a lifetime. l

DOV|B Nick is associ-
ate director for dental
affairs for the Health
Ministries Department of
the General Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists.

April 2013 | AbvenTisT WorLD 23



DISCOVERING THE

SPIRIT OF

message was preached outside of North America.

Michael Belina Czechowski (1818-1876), a converted
Polish priest, had an earnest desire to become a mission-
ary to Europe for the fledgling Seventh-day Adventist
denomination. When the leadership refused to accede to his
request, he was able to enlist the support of Sundaykeeping
Adventists. In 1864 he arrived in Torre Pellice, a Waldensian

] z urope was the first continent in which the Adventist

Ellen G. White, seated second from right, attended
the Moss camp meeting in Norway in 1887.

valley in northern Italy, where he formed a company of
believers to whom he taught the Seventh-day Adventist
doctrines. He established other companies in Switzerland
and Romania.

Europe saw the arrival of the first official missionary of
the denomination. At the urgent request of the believers in
Switzerland, the General Conference sent John Nevins
Andrews, who arrived in Neuchatel, Switzerland, on Octo-
ber 16, 1874, accompanied by his children, Charles and
Mary (his wife had died in 1872). After nine years of dedi-
cated work in Europe, he died in 1883, at the age of 54, and
was buried in Basel, Switzerland.

Europe was also the first continent visited by Ellen
White.! At the second session of the European Missionary
Council in Basel, Switzerland, in 1884, a resolution was
adopted requesting the General Conference to ask Mrs.

E. G. White and her son W. C. White to visit the European
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PROPHECY

missions. Responding to this call from across the ocean,
Ellen White and her son arrived in Liverpool, England, in
August 1885, where they were welcomed by M. C. Wilcox,
the editor of the British missionary journal Present Truth.
The work in England was established in 1878 by William
Ings, a native of Hampshire, and built up by J. N. Lough-
borough and his wife, who spent five years in England.
While in England, Ellen White visited Grimsby, where
the mission and publishing work had been headquartered
since 1884, and a number of other towns, including London
and Southampton. In a dream given to her in 1874, she was
shown the dying cities of the world and told: “Never lose
sight of the fact that the message you are bearing is a world-
wide message. It is to be given to all cities, to all villages; it is

By GERHARD PFANDL

ROPES

to be proclaimed in the highways and the byways. You are

not to localize the proclamation of the message.”

Settling in Switzerland

From London she and her son took the train to Dover,
crossed the channel to Calais in France, and on September
3, 1885, they arrived in Basel, the headquarters of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church in central Europe. Here she set-
tled for the next two years while in Europe.

When Ellen White visited the publishing house, “Elder
Whitney [who had succeeded J. N. Andrews in 1883] said,
‘Look at our meeting-hall before going upstairs.’ It was a
fine room on the first floor, well lighted and well furnished.
Mrs. White looked searchingly at all features of the place,
and then said: ‘Tt is a good meeting-hall. I feel that I have
seen this place before” ... When the pressroom was reached,
the press was running, and Mrs. White said: ‘T have seen this
press before. This room looks very familiar to me. Soon the
two young men who were working in the pressroom came
forward, and were introduced to the visitors. Mrs. White
shook hands with them, and then inquired, ‘Where is the



other one?” ‘What other one?’ Elder Whitney asked. ‘There is
an older man here, Mrs. White replied, ‘and I have a mes-
sage for him. Elder Whitney explained that the foreman of
the pressroom was in the city on business.

“It had been a little more than ten years since Mrs.
White, in relating before a large audience in the Battle Creek
church what had been shown her in vision regarding the
work to be done in many foreign lands, had said that she
had seen printing presses running in many foreign coun-
tries, printing periodicals and tracts and books on present
truth for the people of these countries.” Needless to say,
this experience was a tremendous encouragement to the
workers and church members in Europe. It confirmed them
in their conviction that they were doing the Lord’s work.

Blessings

church

Soon after her arrival she participated in the Third
European Missionary Council of Seventh-day Adventist
Missions in Basel. One of the actions taken was to invite
Ellen White and her son W. C. White “to visit Scandinavia,
Great Britain and other fields.”* In the following two years
she visited churches and groups of believers in Germany,
Italy, France, Denmark, Sweden, and Norway from her
temporary home in Basel.

Travels in Europe

Her first trip took her by train across Germany to Scan-
dinavia. There were 18 churches and about 800 hundred
Sabbathkeepers in these countries. In Christiana, Norway,
the president of the local temperance society invited her to
speak in the soldier’s military gymnasium, the largest hall in
the city. Ellen White chose to present temperance from a
religious point of view. Expecting something quite different,
the audience was “at first astonished, then interested, and
finally deeply moved.”” Among the 1,600 people who
attended were many prominent citizens, including the
bishop of the state church and a number of other clergymen.

It was the largest audience she was to address in Europe.

Believers in Europe faced unique problems such as
compulsory military service and school attendance on Sab-
bath. Some parents who kept their children at home on the
Sabbath were fined, others imprisoned. Confronted with
these issues, Ellen White urged church members to work
out some arrangements with the school authorities. “If this
fails, then their duty is plain, to obey God’s requirements at
whatever cost.”®

In Italy she visited the Waldensian valleys. She went up
to the mountain of Bobbio to visit the cave where a group
of Waldensian refugees had been suffocated in the smoke
of fire ignited by their persecutors. Her travels in Europe to
places linked with the Reformation aided her in the revi-
sion of The Great Controversy in 1888. Her son W. C. White
wrote in 1934: “During her two years residence in Basel,
she visited many places where events of special importance
occurred in the Reformation days. This refreshed her
memory as to what she had been shown and this led to
important enlargement in those portions of the book deal-
ing with the Reformation days.”’

Return to America

On August 3, 1887, she boarded the boat City of Rome
in Liverpool for her return trip to New York, where she
arrived on August 11. Her reflections upon the work in
Europe are found in a Review article written four months
after her return from Switzerland. “After a two years’ stay in
Europe we see no more reason for discouragement in the
state of the cause there than at its rise in the different fields
in America.”® Her time in Europe was a great blessing for
the growing church there. By the turn of the century the
membership in Europe stood at approximately 7,000, sec-
ond only to the church in North America. ll
"For Ellen G. White’s time in Europe I am indebted to the information found in D. A. Delafield,
Ellen G. White in Europe (Grantham, Eng.: Stanborough Press, 1975) and Arthur L. White, The
Lonely Years: 1876-1891 (Hagerstown, Md.: Review and Herald Pub. Assn., 1984).
2Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church (Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1948),
vol. 7, pp. 35, 36.
*Ellen G. White, Life Sketches of Ellen G. White (Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn.,
1915), pp. 282, 283.
“Ellen G. White, in Review and Herald, Nov. 3, 1885.
>Ellen G. White, in Historical Sketches (Basel, Switz.: Imprimerie Polyglotte, 1886), p. 211.
$Ibid., p. 216.
7Quoted in Arthur L. White, The Ellen G. White Writings (Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald

Pub. Assn., 1973), p. 127.
8 Ellen G. White, in Review and Herald, Dec. 6, 1887.

Gerhard Pfandl, a native of Austria, is a
part-time associate director of the Biblical
Research Institute at the General Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists in Silver Spring,
Maryland, U.S.A.
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BIBLE

QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Prophetic

What is the
message of Daniel

11:40-45?

This is a difficult apoca-
lyptic prophecy. I can
provide only one possible
way of interpreting it. And
in doing so I will make only
two suggestions: First, most of
the language and imagery used in the
passage is similar to the narrative of the exodus
from Egypt. Second, “the king of the North” in
Daniel behaves in ways that are similar to what,
in Revelation, is described as mystical Babylon.

1. Exodus and the King of the North: Here are some of
the most important parallels between the exodus story and
the king of the north. The phrase “land of Egypt” (Dan.
11:42) is used in Exodus more than in any other book of
the Bible (see, for example, Ex. 5-12). The hand of God was
against Egypt (Ex. 3:20); now the hand of the king is
against Egypt (Dan. 11:42). During the exodus God went
down to Egypt; now the king goes down to Egypt (Ex.
3:10-12; Dan. 11:42). Edom, Moab, and Ammon were
nations that the Israelites were not to attack during the
exodus (Ex. 15:15; Deut. 2:1-9); the king of the north will
not conquer them (Dan. 11:41). Both the Lord and the
king defeat Egypt (Ex. 14:29-31). While during the exodus
the Israelites took gold and silver from the Egyptians (Ex.
12:35, 36), the king does it now (Dan. 11:43). The Israelites
left Egypt and went to the holy mountain to serve the Lord
(Ex. 3:12; 19:20-23). The king will leave Egypt and go to
the holy mountain (Dan. 11:45). The Israelites went to
Canaan in a war of extermination (Deut. 7:2); the king of
the north will go to the holy mountain to exterminate
many (Dan. 11:44). These parallels, and some others, sug-
gest that the king of the north is attempting to take the
place of God in human history. He imitates God’s acts of
salvation and the work of God’s people, but in reality he
fights against them. At the end no one comes to help him,
and he is defeated by the Lord.

2. Revelation and the King of the North: The parallels
between the activities of the king and Babylon are signifi-
cant. I will mention only a few. We concluded that the king
takes upon himself the role of God. In Revelation the
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unholy trinity formed by the dragon, the beast from the
sea, and the beast from the land constitute Babylon and
attempt to usurp the role of God on earth (Rev. 12-14).
Babylon, like the king of the north, unifies the kings of the
earth in order to try to exterminate God’s people (Rev.
16:13, 14; 17:13, 17). Some are not “conquered” by the king
because they listen to the call to come out of Babylon (Rev.
18:4), and may be represented in Revelation by Edom,
Moab, Ammon. In the war of extermination God’s people
find refuge on Mount Zion, the holy mountain in the Old
Testament (Rev. 14:1). Babylon goes against them (Rev.
16:16). The attack fails because God delivers His people.
The Babylonian coalition is fragmented (verses 18-21),
and, like the king of the north, no one can help it.

3. Symbolism of the King of the South: The geographi-
cal language of Daniel designates universal spiritual powers
at work through human agencies. Daniel refers to the king
of the south as Egypt, a predominantly negative biblical
symbol. It is a land whose king has no respect for the Lord
and openly challenges Him (Ex. 5:2). It stands for human
pride. While the king of the north is interested in occupy-
ing the place of God, usurping His role, the king of the
south simply does not care. It could easily represent people
for whom the biblical God is unimportant. Today this sym-
bolism could apply to non-Christian societies, and to
places where secularism and atheism prevail. The king of
the north will overcome them when the wound inflicted on
the beast from the sea is healed (Rev. 13:3). But what
appears to be good will turn out to be what it really is: an
attempt to usurp God’s power on earth.

The prophecy of Daniel 11:40-45 is further developed
in Revelation under the symbol of Babylon. This should
encourage us, because in both cases God and His people
are victorious. M

rd

—_—

Angel Manuel Rodriguez has served the
church as a pastor, professor, and theologian.
He is now retired, living in Texas.
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BIBLE STUDY

Getting Through
Life’s

BOSKO MARTINOVIC

Toughest Times s

er voice trembled. Tears ran down her cheeks,
H and through her painful sobs she blurted out one

word: “Why?” Then: “Why did God allow this to
happen to me?”

This godly woman had recently experienced incredible
sorrow in her life. She experienced what no one should
ever have to go through. She asked a good question. The
problem was that I didn’t have a good answer. In fact, the
answer to the question of why bad things happen to good
people lies hidden in the mystery of the great controversy
between good and evil. We will have to wait until eternity
before we fully have the answer to the why question.

But we can know two things for sure: First, God is
with us in our pain, encouraging, supporting, and sus-
taining us. Second, in ways we may never understand,
God often uses pain inflicted by the evil one to accom-
plish His larger purposes. Of course, God is neither
responsible for nor the author of sorrow and suffering.
But He can use even the worst of times to accomplish
something remarkable in our lives.

This month’s Bible lesson will probe these two aspects
of human suffering: God’s presence and God’s purpose.

0 Read Psalms 34:4; 40:17; 46:1; 61:1, 2. As David
faced some of life’s most challenging moments, what
was his unwavering testimony?

David’s life was not free from trials. He experienced sorrow,
trauma, and heartache. David had his share of tears. But
through it all, he found comfort and strength in the pres-
ence of God. He had the assurance that God had not for-
saken Him in life’s toughest times.

9 When the nation of Israel experienced bitter
disappointment and heartbreak, what hopeful words
did the prophet Isaiah speak in Isaiah 41:10 to assure
it of God's presence?

Isaiah’s reassuring promise rings in our ears and encour-
ages our hearts. This promise is for us.

e Read Matthew 28:20 and Hebrews 13:6. What
promises do we have in the New Testament of our
Lord's everlasting presence with His people?

O Read Job 13:15. How does Job weigh in on
relating to life’s trials?

Job had absolute confidence that an all-wise God under-
stood his pain and would somehow get him through it. Job
focused his attention on the God who was with him, not
the pain that afflicted him. If we focus on our pain, we will
be filled with greater pain, but if we focus on God’s pres-
ence in our suffering, we will receive new strength to move
on beyond the pain.

6 Read Genesis 50:20. What conclusion did
Joseph come to regarding the deeper purpose of his
abandonment and betrayal by his jealous brothers?
Joseph had absolute confidence that God had a larger pur-
pose in his captivity. He did not become angry and resent-
ful over what his brothers had done to him. He looked for
God’s larger purpose, and God used him to save his people
in a time of famine.

@ Read 2 Corinthians 1:3, 4. What encouragement
did the apostle Paul share for all who go through
tribulation and trials?
The universal testimony of Scripture is abundantly plain:
God does not abandon us in our suffering. He is there in
our trials to strengthen and sustain us. He provides com-
fort in our sorrows so that we will be able to share His
comfort with others who suffer.

When you experience pain, look to the One who is the
source of all comfort. He will never disappoint you; His
comfort is yours today. l
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IDEA EXCHANGE

Letters

Finding Them, Keeping Them
Benjamin D. Schoun’s cover article
“Finding Them—Keeping Them”
(December 2012) caught my atten-
tion. I think it will help our leaders,
even our members, to know what
role they can play in keeping new
members. Also, it may help those
who contribute to the departure of
new members to realize what they
have to correct so missing members
will come back.

Let’s pray for our future members,
and for those who leave, so God may
help them come to stay.

THIERRY AHONON

Dassa, Benin

More Harm Than Good?

I was saddened to read G. T. Ng’s
counsel on membership auditing in
the interview by Bill Knott, “Member-
ship Audit Is a Redemptive Process”
(December 2012).
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| don't recall the prodigal son being
given a year to return home.

—TiNA BUNKER, Devon, England.

Is there ever a time, even after a
year of visiting, when we should
approach nonattending church mem-
bers to inform them that their names
will be removed from the church
records? Is there ever a “need” to take
their names off the church records?
Surely, only if lapsed members
approach the church and request that
their names be removed, that member
must otherwise remain on the books
and, more important, on the hearts
and in the prayers of the whole
church concerned.

I don’t recall the prodigal son
being given a year to return home. We
could do more harm than good in an
effort to keep our church books tidy. I
thank God for His records.

TinA BUNKER

Devon, England

For People, by People

The article “For People by People,” by
Chantal and Gerald Klingbeil (Octo-
ber 2012), was so
interesting and
well written.

I thoroughly
enjoyed reading
about what Viri-
ato and Marianne
Ferreira are doing
in Portugal. What
a dynamic team
they are! It was so
inspiring to feel

their enthusiasm, learn about their
innovative approach to health evange-
lism, and hear about God’s leading at
VitaSalus. The photos were lovely.

HeATHER KRICK

Fresno, California,

United States

Joy

Adventist World gives me joy. It glori-
fies God and honors the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.

The last magazine I have is dated
May 2008, with the cover article by
Stephen Chavez, “Dreaming of a Bet-
ter World.” I was pleased with this
article, and also with “Order and
Worship,” which is the Bible Ques-
tions column by Angel Manuel
Rodriguez.

I have a question for Rodriguez:
can all musical instruments help
worship?

MENGUE LOUANGES

Mintom, Cameroon

‘Y alvid3io
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Access to Adventist World
My Adventist friend has given me two
issues of your monthly journal,
Adventist World. It gives me so many
insights as I serve the Lord that I want
to receive it on a monthly basis.
Though I am a Baptist pastor, we are
one in Christ. I would be very happy if
I could receive a copy of it regularly.
V. SUIKHARLIANA
Mizoram, India

Adventist World is produced by the
Seventh-day Adventist Church and dis-
tributed to its members free of charge.
We are also on the Internet at www.
adventistworld.org. We are gratified
that the magazine is filling this need.
—EDITORS.

Count Them Again

A news report in the December 2012
Adventist World reported: “Jonathan
Dulffy to Lead ADRA International.” It
also stated that Dufty was confirmed
“as the fourth president of the
28-year-old agency.”

There is a mistake in the count.
Dulffy is the fifth president. According
to my record, here is the correct list:

1. Robert R. Drachenberg

2. Ralph Watts

3. Charles Sandefur, Jr.

4. Rudi Maier

5. Jonathan Dulffy

ROBERT R. DRACHENBERG

Mount Dora, Florida,

United States

Letters Policy: Please send to: letters@adventistworld.org.
Letters must be clearly written, 100-word maximum. Include the
name of the article and the date of publication with your letter.
Also include your name, the town/city, state, and country from
which you are writing. Letters will be edited for space and clar-
ity. Not all letters submitted will be published.
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ONE IN FOUR people lives in regions of the world in which
groundwater is used faster than it can be replenished.

Source: Nature

Apple aDay

Eating an extra two or three grams
of fiber each day (vegetables, fruit,
whole grains) can reduce the risk
of heart disease and stroke. In case
you’re wondering, two to three
grams of extra fiber can be found
in one apple.

Source: Men’s Health = "

PHOTO BY DOROTA KASZCZYSZYN
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Years Ago

On April 24, 1943, the president of Mexico, Manuel Avila Cama-
cho, visited the Escuela Agricola Industrial Mexicana (Mexican
Agricultural and Industrial School, ESAIM). His visit helped make
it possible for J. C. Jacobsen to join the staff as agricultural instruc-
tor and farm manager. Classes had begun the previous November.

Jacobsen joined A. G. Parfitt, principal; his wife, Antonio Alar-
cén; Carmen Rodriguez, dean of women; Ivan Angell, director;
and Juan Gil, construction coordinator. General Conference presi-
dent J. L. McElhany also visited that summer.

Today Universidad de Montemorelos (Montemorelos Univer-
sity) is a coeducational institution of higher education offering
more than 20 undergraduate professional programs (including a
medical degree); seven master’s degree programs, two of which are
extensions of Andrews University; two specialties, one in restorative
dentistry and one in ophthalmology; and one doctoral program.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MONTEMORELOS UNIVERSITY

U R Fthe

tion (NASA) posts a photograph from space every day. To be awed by

God’s creative power, go to apod.nasa.gov.

Universe

The United States National Aeronautics and Space Administra-

The world is 99 percent polio free
thanks to the efforts of the World o/

Health Organization and Rotary o

International. In the next 40 years the

eradication of polio would prevent

10 million children under the age of 5

from being paralyzed by the disease.

Source: The Rotarian
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PRAISE

Please pray for the woman I love. I want

her to hear the call of God in her life, and

would like reconciliation between us.
MALANGO, Zambia

Please pray that my dreams come true in
Jesus Christ. He knows what they are.
RUTE, Brazil

I am starting a business, and 'm also get-
ting married. Please pray that I meet with
God’s favor.

IvaN, United Kingdom

Please pray for my brother to get a [driv-
er’s] license. It has been hindering him
from getting a job. And pray for my fam-
ily to love God more.

DaNa, Zimbabwe

Please pray for our children in Australia.
They are without work and have four
children.

JOHANNES, South Africa

I have ongoing problems with my father
threatening to kick me out. I need my
own life, but things are still at an awk-
ward stage between obtaining the neces-
sary education and having the finances to
care for myself.

RACHEL, via E-mail

I'm struggling financially with educa-
tional costs. Please pray for me.
TaNYA, Madagascar

Please remember my church district in
prayer. We need the Lord to give us a
breakthrough.

LEONARD, Bahamas

The Place of Prayer: Send prayer requests and praise (thanks for
answered prayer) to prayer@adventistworld.org. Keep entries short
and concise, 50-words or less. ltems will be edited for space and
clarity. Not all submissions will be printed. Please include your name
and your country's name. You may also fax requests to: 1-301-680-
6638; or mail them to Adventist World, 12501 0ld Columbia Pike, Silver
Spring, MD 20904-6600 U.S.A.



Life expectancies in the four most populous
nations on earth (2012 estimates):

Source: Hemispheres

CHINA INDIA UNITED STATES INDONESIA
POPULATION | 1,343.239,923 | 1,205,073,612 313,847,465 248,645,008

' Thats .
Amazing!

Awkward on land, empet

Source: National Geographic

Indebtedness torments,
consumes, and
destroys a soul.

—VaLYy GRANT HENRY, via E-mail
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Stella Llibonglani is
Inspector General of
Police of the Republic
of Zambia. With her
15,400 police officers,
she maintains peace
and security across
the country.

) o Every month
~Adventist World

j endsup in these

peaceful hands.

Stella Libongani reads Adventist World to
stay in touch with her Seventh-day

Adventist family around the world. One Famﬂ}/,
You can stay connected with your church One World.
family in the same way. Contact your Adventist World

communication department if the free
Adventist World is not regularly distributed
in your church.



