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Mission Takes Flight

orty-eight hours from now I will set off

on a trip of 425 miles (684 kilometers)—
to the 150" anniversary of the Adventist
church in which I was baptized at age 12.

If I add up all the pieces of my actual
travel—20 minutes driving to the airport; 1
hour and 15 minutes in flight; 58 more min-
utes driving to my final destination—the
total is just 2 hours and 33 minutes.

If Ellen or James White, Stephen Haskell,
or J. N. Andrews had been making that identi-
cal trip when the South Lancaster Village Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church was organized in
1864, they would have traveled nearly 16 hours
by train and slept a night in New York City—if
their train was very fast and no cows were on
the rails blocking the steam locomotives.

I will work a full day Thursday, attend
committees, edit articles, answer e-mail, and
then fly to my destination after dark. My
ideas of what I can accomplish for the day—
my mission—are built on my knowledge of
the technology that will get me there.

Method frames our imagination of what
we can accomplish in mission.

When all the world walked or rode a
horse—which was the case for most of the
past 6,000 years—the gospel traveled at the
speed that disciples traveled, which is to say,
about four miles (6.4 kilometers) per hour on
foot or 15 miles (24 kilometers) per hour on
horseback.

But when the methods changed, so did our
estimates of what we could do in spreading the
gospel. Today, not only can I make long trips
in a fraction of the time it took Adventist pio-
neers to travel that distance, but I no longer
always need to go there in person. By video-
conference, Skype, FaceTime, or similar digital
platforms, I can see and be seen half a world
away from where I sit in my office chair.

Mission is changing because methods of
doing mission are changing. And that’s a
good thing. No, actually, that’s a great thing!

As you read this month’s cover story,
“Tides and Skies,” pray for the vision to use
the best methods to accomplish
the greatest mission to which

the Spirit is inspiring you.
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WORLD REPORT

At Sexuality Summit,

Adventist Church President

Reflects on

“Human Brokenness”

B Speaking to nearly 350 church leaders at the
Cape Town International Convention Centre
on March 17, 2014, Seventh-day Adventist
world church president Ted N. C. Wilson urged
them to recognize that “human brokenness” is
ubiquitous, dependent on the healing that comes
only through the restorative power of Christ.

“Let us make it our personal goal, and the
goal of this summit, to speak the truth as Jesus
spoke the truth—to remember that every word
by His disciples should be a word that helps
someone else become a disciple of Christ,”
Wilson said. “There is a way to speak the truth
that leads to life, so let us talk and share and
learn from each other in that way,” he said.

Wilson’s keynote—“The Truth as It Is in
Jesus”—came during the opening day of the
Adventist Church’s summit on sexuality,
where Adventist pastors, chaplains, academ-
ics, health professionals, legal experts, and
human resource directors met in Cape Town,
South Africa.

The world church leader went on to define
the parameters of the summit. Its goals, he
said, did not include revising the Adventist
Church’s perspective or statements on human
brokenness to match “the changeable spirit”

ANSEL OLIVER/ANN

CLARITY AND TACT:
Seventh-day Adventist
Church President Ted N.
C. Wilson delivers the
keynote address at the
opening of the “In God’s
Image: Scripture. Sexual-
ity. Society.” summit at
the Cape Town Interna-
tional Convention Centre
on March 17, 2014.

of current social trends and values. “Nor have we come to describe that
brokenness in any greater way than the Word of God defines every

human sin,” Wilson said.

Sin is not a hierarchy of human failings, he said—with some
shortcomings “less dangerous or damaging” than others—but an

expression of living life out of harmony with God.

He called it both “inconsistent and morally wrong” for the Adven-
tist Church to isolate practicing members of the LGBT community
for discipline “while it ignores those engaged in heterosexual pre-
marital sex or adultery. God’s standard for sexual behavior requires
that only in the union of one man and one woman in heterosexual

Continued on next page )
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marriage can the gift of sexuality
appropriately and biblically be
enjoyed. Any departure from that
standard must be addressed with sim-
ilar seriousness and a similar attempt
to bring about correction, repentance,
and restoration.”

A major goal of the summit, Wil-
son said, is to develop an awareness of
how to compassionately steer those
living lives out of harmony with God
toward “salvation and recovery.”

“We have come here because we
are committed as a people to speaking
the truth to each other and to the
world around us, and because we are
committed to learning how to speak
that truth as Jesus did,” he said.

Wilson’s keynote relied signifi-
cantly on Scripture and the writings
of church cofounder Ellen G. White
to describe Jesus’ approach to sharing
truth. “Christ ‘was never rude, never
needlessly spoke a severe word, never
gave needless pain to a sensitive soul.
He did not censure human weakness.
He spoke the truth, but always in
love,” Wilson said, reading a passage
from Steps to Christ, White’s classic
volume about conversion and spiri-
tual rebirth.

The summit included testimonies
from former members of the LGBT
community who wrestled with bro-
kenness and now describe themselves
as “redeemed” from that lifestyle.

“We must listen as they tell us
about their struggle and their pain;
and we must not let our pride pretend
that their mistakes are any worse in
the sight of heaven than the ones we
ourselves have made,” Wilson said.
—Daily news bulletins from the sum-
mit provided by Adventist Review and
Adventist News Network (ANN) are
available at adventistreview.
org and news.adventist.org.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Adventist young adults
engage people in the community with some of the
more colorful aspects of Bible prophecy at the Youth

in Mission Congress in Germany.

“We Come to God and
Then We Go for God”

B It’s one of the most important
holidays in Europe. Shops are closed,
sacred concerts abound, and churches
report record visitors during the
traditional Easter weekend. Over

the past eight years Adventist young
adults from all over Germany and
Europe have met for fellowship,
inspiration, training, and outreach at
the city of Mannheim.

The motto of this year’s meeting,
held April 17-21, 2014, was “Lift Up
Your Heads.” Speakers focused on per-
sonal readiness within the context of
the final events prior to the return of
Jesus Christ. “We come to God and
then we go for God,” stressed Doug
Batchelor, president of Amazing Facts
and one of the main speakers, during
the Thursday night opening sermon
as he took his audience to the moment
of Isaiah’s call to ministry.

The organization of this year’s YiM
congress was beset with an unusual
amount of difficulties and challenges,
reported Baden-Wiirttemberg Confer-
ence youth ministries director Marc
Engelmann during the opening cer-
emony. Fire marshals of the town had
reduced the holding capacity of the
school’s main auditorium from 1,200 to
200. City officials had sent a note indi-
cating a changed cost structure, poten-
tially adding €50,000 to the final bill,
just weeks before the event was to begin.

Yet in spite of these challenges,
participants were able to enjoy fel-

lowship, workshops, and inspirational
music and preaching in a quickly
erected tent holding more than 1,500.
Carrying to the front of the platform
a sack full of “burdens” Engelmann
shared, “I am so happy that I can lift
up my head and look to Jesus—we
wish you this experience in the com-
ing days.”

Challenged by speakers through-
out the five-day event, the young
adults attending YiM responded
strongly: 67 decided for baptism; 58
committed to give a year of service to
Jesus; and 12 accepted God’s call to
prepare for full-time ministry.

Service to others was another
important component of YiM. Young
adults shared food and hope with
people who were homeless on the
streets of Mannheim and visited shut-
ins and residents of several retirement
homes. Friday saw hundreds of youth
involved in missionary outreach.

More than 500 volunteers, roughly
a third of all participants, demon-
strated commitment. They served
everywhere—preparing food, cleaning
restrooms and showers, helping as
ushers and security personnel, work-
ing with the audio and video of the
congress, and helping in many other
ways. Following the final sermon on
Monday morning, they, together with
other participants, moved 1,500 chairs
back into classrooms and containers,
swept 129,000 square feet (12,000
square meters) of classrooms, hall-
ways, auditoriums, and other spaces,
and returned the school complex back



to its original state—all in two hours.

Joachim Broegaard, a medical stu-
dent from Denmark, traveled more
than 600 miles (1,000 kilometers) to
meet old friends and be inspired by
the programming. He also was happy
to connect with other people inter-
ested in medical ministry in Europe.
Translation into English, Czech, and
Polish of the sermons in the main tent
underlined the international nature of
the event.

Before the sermon on Thursday
evening Michael Dornbrack, a pastor
and one of the founders of YiM,
introduced Benny and his two friends
John and Elli. A number of years ago
Benny, an avid rock climber and pas-
sionate Adventist, had brought his
rock-climbing buddy John to his
Pathfinder group and had later begun
to study the Bible with him. John, in
turn, had invited his girlfriend, Elli—
so a friend brought a friend. Dérn-
brack challenged the audience to “not
have a submarine faith,” which only
shows itself on Sabbath morning for
two hours.

Before the 2014 YiM participants
packed their backpacks and suitcases
on Monday, they once again sang the
theme song of the congress: “Lift up
your heads, see Jesus our King.” It was
a little foretaste of heaven.

—By Gerald A. Klingbeil, associate
editor, with contributions from Marcus
Witzig, Baden-Wiirttemberg Conference

Details Released in Cyber
Attack That Defrauded
Adventist Church of a Half
Million U.S. Dollars

B New details have been released
in the ongoing investigation of
a sophisticated cyber theft that

defrauded the Seventh-day Adventist
Church of approximately US$500,000
during a four-week period late last year.

Church leaders say a compromised
password appears to have allowed
online scammers to hack into the
Gmail account of a church employee
authorized to initiate instructions for
money transfers. Impersonating the
employee—and unbeknownst to
him—the scammers sent e-mails to
financial personnel at Adventist world
church headquarters, approving the
transfer of funds on behalf of a
denominational entity. An elaborate
filtration system set up by the scam-
mers marked all responses from head-
quarters as “read” and “deleted,” thus
bypassing the employee’s inbox.

Meanwhile, the scammers laun-
dered funds from 16 fraudulent trans-
actions through the personal bank
accounts of five apparently unwitting
victims, church financial officers said.

“We have modified procedures to
do our best to prevent anything like
this from happening again,” said Rob-
ert E. Lemon, treasurer of the Adven-
tist world church.

Lemon said incidences of fraud in
which scammers troll the Internet for
e-mails giving instructions to “pay,
transfer, or send” funds are growing in
occurrence. In such cases scammers
carefully study account holder’s
e-mails so they can send transaction
requests that closely mirror the tone
and content of legitimate e-mails.
Some hackers may even include per-
sonal comments—often work or fam-
ily details gleaned from actual
e-mails—to make the transaction
requests appear more genuine.

“We urge church employees and
members to exercise extreme caution
when acting on instructions for han-
dling funds that come through an

e-mail without a second independent
verification through another means,
such as phone call, text message, or
fax,” Lemon said.

At headquarters, internal controls
were in place that church leaders said
should have alerted financial personnel
of a problem with the first transaction.
But several key employees who would
have questioned the transactions were
traveling or were otherwise out of the
office at the time, Lemon said. Addi-
tionally, the transfer amounts and
explanations were “within the normal
scope” for the denominational entity
in question, he said.

Church financial personnel discov-
ered the fraud after growing suspi-
cious of the high rate of transaction
requests and an alert from one of the
banks involved. The scammers quickly
discontinued fraudulent activity asso-
ciated with both the e-mail account
and the linked bank accounts.

While the church was able to
recover some of the funds that were
still in the bank accounts before they
were frozen, Adventist financial offi-
cers said they’re unsure whether the
remaining losses are recoverable.
Cooperation with U.S. federal author-
ities in the ongoing investigation is
expected to continue, they said.

“There is no indication that any
employees were involved in unethical
behavior, and no church e-mail servers
or bank accounts were accessed or com-
promised in the scheme,” Lemon said.

“Having something like this hap-
pen on our watch is very difficult for
those of us in treasury,” Lemon added.
“We would like to thank each church
member for their faithfulness and
solicit their prayers that God will help
us guard His funds in an ever-chang-
ing landscape of online fraud.”

—By Elizabeth Lechleitner/ANN
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MOTIVATED: Young people in Athens,
Greece, get ready to engage their
community by poviding acts of service
on Global Youth Day.

n annual day devoted to acts
Aof compassion by Adventist

young people around the
world has grown exponentially in
its second year. March 15, 2014,
was designated Global Youth Day
(GYD) by the Department of Youth
Ministries at the Adventist Church’s
world headquarters, a day of active
community service to kick-start its
annual Youth Week of Prayer.

Challenged to “be the sermon” for
at least one Sabbath, rather than sim-
ply hearing one, as many as 8 million
Adventist young people stepped out of
their churches and into their com-
munities, visiting hospital patients
and elderly people, bringing smiles to
orphans, feeding the hungry, donating
blood, conducting health awareness
programs, praying with people on the
street, and simply offering free hugs.

“As well as emphasizing the impor-
tance of service to our communities,
the objective is to raise global aware-
ness for the Week of Prayer, a time
when Adventist young people around
the around the world unite as a formi-
dable powerhouse,” explains Gilbert
Cangy, director of youth ministries for
the world church.

According to Cangy, this broad-
cast and its supporting Web and
social media presence was integral to
the GYD event. “The live broadcast,

6 ADVENTIST WORLD | June 2014
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(GGains Momentum

Second year of initiative sees
innovation, higher profile

our Facebook page, the tweets, the
GYD Web page and app became the
space where our youth met to share
their stories and celebrate the good-
ness of God.”

Pioneering Technology for
Connectivity

The inaugural Global Youth Day in
2013 included three hours of live
broadcast. This was upped to 23 hours
of live broadcast in 2014 from 20 pro-

duction sites on six continents, coor-
dinated from Adventist Media Center
Stimme der Hoffnung in Germany
and broadcast on the church’s Hope
Channel internationally.

“The transmission of the signal
from the local production sites to
master control was done with IP-
streaming equipment over the Inter-
net,” explains production director
Wolfgang Schick. “This was a new
thing about the production and one



thing that, to our knowledge, no one
ever tried before.”

Schick admitted that there had
been questions about meshing differ-
ent production sites and possible dif-
ferent levels of picture quality. “But all
in all it was a huge success, and the
connection from all production sites
worked,” he said.

The marathon GYD broadcast was

A Growing Nlovement

According to Stephan Sigg, direc-
tor of youth ministries for the Inter-
European Division, based in Bern,
Switzerland, GYD 2014 also grew
because of the positive experiences
many young people enjoyed the previ-
ous year. “Global Youth Day 2014 grew
simply by word of mouth,” he says.
“Young people who were involved in

|
i

BPEEND v Eor T

15 mars 2014 JIIIIBIH mmmmmrssz

sois le

asiasﬂmemm\len&mmmnsnams o
mm aulet sat:uum sawm a\unm i)
i

GLOBAL PRESENCE: Youth from Cameroon join 8 million young people around
the world who in a single day reached out to help, serve, and pray for the

people in their communities.

augmented by an expanded online
and social media presence, as well as a
GYD app for both Android phones
and iPhones. Coordinated by Daryl
Gungadoo, distribution and network
engineer for Adventist World Radio
based in the United Kingdom, this
multiple-platform interactivity almost
tripled its engagement with young
people around the world, compared
with the figures from GYD 2013.

GENERAL CONFERENCE YOUTH MINISTRIES

2013 spread the excitement, and now
more youth and youth groups wanted
to be involved and planned their ser-
vice activities accordingly. Because the
experiences and the impact of the
GYD makes a lasting impression
among the young people involved, we
are still far from having reached the
peak of involvement.”

Asked about his favorite story from
GYD in his region, Sigg mentioned

creative community outreach in Egypt
and Dubai but then said there were
too many to choose from. “To see
young people sharing the good news
in creative ways and being involved in
so many different ways to show kind-
ness to people on the streets, in hospi-
tals, or old people’s homes, whether it
was in Germany, France, Romania,
Bulgaria, Spain, and Portugal, was just
amazing!” he says. “That’s my favorite
story—that we have a God who moves
young people to expand His kingdom.”

A Vision Fulfilled

The concept of Global Youth Day
grew in response to what has been
seen as the growing fragmentation of
societies around the world and per-
haps even in the church. “I was think-
ing about the whole idea of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist young people
being a global movement, this ‘army
of youth’ we often refer to,” Cangy
recalls. “I wondered how we could
recapture for our youth this sense of
global belonging.”

Cangy believes that more tradi-
tional corporate worship will always
occupy an important role in the
Adventist faith community. But he
insists that GYD is also in itself “essen-
tially an act of global corporate wor-
ship, albeit in a different form. If Jesus
should come back on a Global Youth
Day, He will find His people in the
right place [see Matt. 25:34-38].” m

See more photos and reports
from Global Youth Day 2014 at
globalyouthday.org.

Youth Week of Prayer readings can

be accessed at gcyouthministries.org/
MediaPublications/YouthWeekOf
Prayer/tabid/100/Default.aspx.
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How Your

ChurchWorks

By Tep N. C. WILsSON

ART 3

Understanding its unity, structure, and authority

This three-part series addresses how unity, structure, and authority work
together for mission in the worldwide Seventh-day Adventist Church. For the con-
venience of readers who may not have had opportunity to read Parts 1 and 2, we

briefly summarize them below.—Editors.

od led in the establishment
and organization of the
Seventh-day Adventist

Church. Although the movement
began with a small group of believers
who “searched for the truth as for
hidden treasure,” it quickly grew

to several thousand by the time the
General Conference was officially
organized in 1863. As the church
continued growing, so did the church
structure, with the goal that “order
and harmonious action might be
maintained.”

The church’s organization was not
quickly cobbled together, but was
thoughtfully and prayerfully con-
structed, as God provided wisdom
and guidance through Scripture and
the prophetic gift.

Our church organization exists as a
system of service, maintaining order
and harmonious action as the church
moves ahead in its God-given mission
of proclaiming His truth as revealed in
His Word for these last days. It is a

8 AbpvenTIST WoORLD | June 2014

representative system where no one
leader, or group of leaders, dictates the
policies, actions, and activities of the
church.

Because each level of the church
works in harmony with all other lev-
els, initiatives may come from any
level and are processed through com-
mittees. Sometimes initiatives begin at
the grassroots level and become part
of policy. Ours is a dynamic system.
Every church member has a voice in
this organization.

Importance of the Local Church
The role of the local church is
absolutely crucial. It nurtures us, and

helps in guarding our teaching and
practice. A solid local church is key to
the solid platform of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. If you have con-
cerns, don’t just look to the General
Conference, thinking, They’ll make
sure everything’s OK. Fidelity to our
message and mission begins at the
local church. By God’s grace, partici-

pate in the life and mission of your
home church.

One of your first responsibilities is
to pray for your local church: your
pastor, the locally elected leaders, and
for your church’s mission outreach. Be
part of the process and be active. Be
involved. Keep in mind that it’s not
just in public meetings where things
can be influenced; it’s in personal
meetings with key leaders. If you have
a burden, talk with your pastor or
head elder; talk to the Sabbath school
superintendent; talk with those who
are involved in making things happen.

Follow a careful, methodical line of
approach. If you aren’t satisfied at one
level, go to the next level. Everyone
must be part of the process. The Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church, at any
level, is not a top-down authoritarian
arrangement, where just a few people
decide what’s going to happen.

As you talk, unburdening your
heart in a simple, one-to-one setting,
the Holy Spirit can help to influence a
leader. Never think that an e-mail you
send, or a simple conversation doesn’t
have some effect on the person to
whom you are speaking. I know they
do. Many times the e-mails I receive



GENERAL CONFERENCE

DIVISION

UNION CONFERENCE
OR UNION MISSION

CONFERENCE
OR MISSION

LOCAL
CHURCH

The purpose for organization is given to

us as a safeguard, so that no one person,

or small group may have undue influence

upon God's church and its mission.

and the personal conversations with
others have an effect on me.

A Harmonious Whole

Work in a spirit of prayer, Bible
study, and counsel from the Spirit of
Prophecy. Remember that as much as
possible, our church works on a con-
sensus basis. There’s no reason we
ought to set up sides and always fight
each other; that’s not the way God
wants the church to work. Sometimes

we have to vote to find out how the
entire group is lining up, but generally
speaking, the best way to approach
challenges is on our knees, in intense
Bible study, asking the Holy Spirit to
help us. Voting comes under God’s
guidance when a decision has to be
made. We use that system effectively
within the church.

Some people may criticize the
structure of the church as being dupli-
cated at different levels and unneces-

sary in this age of flat administrative
approaches.

When I served as president in the
Euro-Asia Division, I saw the great
value, as any division president will
tell you, of our church organizational
structure, where local problems are
solved at the local conference level.
Items of larger consequence are taken
to a regional level—the union confer-
ence or union mission. Larger items
are brought to the division, and some-
times passed on to the General Con-
ference. Ultimately, questions of a
global nature are taken to the General
Conference session, where more than
2,000 church representatives from
around the world discuss and vote on
these questions.

We take this representative form of
church governance very seriously, and
are told that “when, in a General Con-
ference [session], the judgment of the
brethren assembled from all parts of
the field is exercised, private indepen-
dence and private judgment must not
be stubbornly maintained, but sur-
rendered. . . . God has ordained that
the representatives of His church from
all parts of the earth, when assembled
in a General Conference [session],

June 2014 | ADVENTIST WORLD 9
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shall have authority. The error that e
some are in danger of committing is '

in giving to the mind and judgment of "

one man, or of a small group of men,
the full measure of authority and
influence that God has vested in His
church in the judgment and voice of
the General Conference assembled to
plan for the prosperity and advance-
ment of His work.”?

The purpose for organization is
given to us as a safeguard, so that no
one person or small group may have
undue influence upon God’s church
and its mission. It provides a way that
all members may have a voice and
influence in the mission of the church,
so that “all things [may] be done
decently and in order” (1 Cor. 14:40).

The Bible is replete with principles
of interpersonal relationships, of
organization, management, and
instruction in carrying out God’s mis-
sion. Echoing this theme, most of the
Spirit of Prophecy is counsel of how
to carry out the mission of the church.
As we come together, following God’s
beautiful plan of organization and
unity within His church, we will go
forward united in finishing the mis-
sion He has given us to do. m

KYLE FIESS
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HOPE REALIZED: Members of this church
in Porto Seco, Angola raised money for
the land and the foundation of this build-
ing by baking and doing laundry.

laundry to raise money for land.”

"Ellen G. White, Testimonies to Ministers (Mountain View, Calif.:
Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1923), p. 24.

*Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles (Mountain View, Calif.:
Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1911), p. 92.

*Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church (Mountain View,
Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1948), vol. 9, pp. 260, 261. (Italics

believed God was sending.

‘Porto Seco, Angola

The One-Day Church has
arrived in Angola. Eder Lucca,
a Brazilian contractor who is
working as Angolan country
director for Maranatha,
unloaded the first container of
“One-Day Steel” and went to
work building the first 40 of the
1,000 new churches Seventh-
day Adventist church leaders
have requested.

Years ago the young pastor
of a Pentecostal church in the
midst of Porto Seco’s recycled
tin and cardboard shanties read
about the seventh-day Sabbath

in Exodus. Amazed at his discovery, he spent weeks researching the Sabbath,
then told his congregation about his discovery.

That started a time of intense prayer and study. One of the members
introduced the pastor to a Seventh-day Adventist literature evangelist, and
soon the entire congregation voted to become part of the Adventist community.

The group rented one building after another, quickly outgrowing each one.
Then one of the women heard about Maranatha Volunteers International and
the One-Day Church. She told her friends, and they began praying specifically
for a One-Day Church to be built in Porto Seco.

“We knew God would say yes,” she says. “So we began baking and doing

The women bargained the landowner down from $40,000 to the $30,000 they
had raised, then they purchased cement and poured a floor for the church they

On September 3, 2013, Eder and his crew put up the Porto seco steel.
Before they were finished, the women had begun laying block for the walls.
Four hundred neighbors invited by the women attended the opening

supplied) service in the brand new Porto Seco church.
Only 999 to go!
ASI and Maranatha Volunteers International
) fund and facilitate One-Day Church and One-Day
Ted N. C. Wilson is presi- Py School projects. Since the project’s launch in
8 dent of the Seventh-day M ARANATH A\f August 2009, more than 1,600 One-Day buildings

have been built around the world. These stories
come from Maranatha storyteller Dick Duerksen.

VOLUNTEERS INTERNATIONAL

Adventist Church.
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I was recently diagnosed with stage 1 breast cancer. I am a 70-year-old
woman, and it’s been 19 years since my menopause. Ten years ago my mom—
who is in her 90s—developed breast cancer, but is doing well. Could you give
me some information about possible risk factors and causes? Also, what

about treatments?

reast cancer has become more
B easily diagnosed in recent years

because of the widespread
use of mammography. Probably
such sensing has contributed to the
increased incidence of this form of
cancer, and it’s being found at an
earlier stage. Such early diagnosis has
resulted in better outcomes. Indeed,
some have questioned whether certain
of the cancers being discovered
require the same intensive treatment
as more advanced cases.

In at least 75 percent of the cases
of women who develop breast cancer,
no risk factors are identifiable. Of the
factors at work in the beginnings of
breast cancer, some are more clear-cut
than others.

Genetic predisposition is a factor
in about 10 percent of cases, and
involves the breast cancer genes 1 and
2 (BRCA1 and BRCA2), as well as a
minor protein gene (TP53).

There also are some conditions
that have a genetic basis, such as
Cowden syndrome (PTEN gene),
which are related to higher incidences
of breast cancer.

Early onset of menarche, before

the age of 12 years, is associated with
a slight increase in breast cancer, while
women who have a premature meno-
pause, before age 30, have only half
the risk compared to women entering
menopause at age 55. Women taking
estrogen and progesterone hormone-
replacement therapy have about a 20
percent increased risk of breast cancer.
Women taking estrogen alone, how-
ever, were not shown to have an
increased breast cancer risk after
seven years of follow-up in a National
Institutes of Health (NIH) study.

Alcohol intake of a moderate
amount appears to increase the risk of
breast cancer, with increasing quanti-
ties of alcohol being associated with
increased risk.

Diets high in animal fats also
have been associated with increased
risk of breast cancer. The problem is
determining whether the risk is
because of the fat or other possible
carcinogens in such diets.

Obesity is associated with
increased risk of breast cancer. A Brit-
ish study followed more than 1 mil-
lion women, 50 to 64 years of age,
from 1996 to 2001. In this study more
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than 45,000 new cancers were identi-
fied, with some 17,000 deaths occur-
ring. This study noted an increased
risk of breast cancer with increased
body mass. Adjustments were made to
account for the effects of body mass
index, age, geographic location, smok-
ing status, poverty, age of first birth,
and the use of hormone-replacement
therapy.

From this information we gather
that being overweight, drinking alco-
hol, commencing menstruation early
and finishing late, or taking estrogen
and progesterone hormone-replace-
ment therapy might well be operative
factors in causing cancer. Genetic pre-
disposition is a strong but less preva-
lent factor.

We will discuss treatment for
breast cancer in the next issue of
Adventist World. m
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in the Appalachian Mountains in the United States

that practiced snake handling as a regular part of
their worship services. Congregants cited Mark 16:18 and
Paul’s encounter with a poisonous snake in Acts 28:1-6
as reasons they participated in such a dangerous activity;
it demonstrated their faith in God and His protection.
The TV narrator, however, went on to state that each year
several church members were bitten, some fatally so.

Faulty interpretations of Scripture? Presumptuous
faith? Possibly, but these daring Appalachians are not the
first to include snakes in their worship experience.

In 2 Kings 18 we meet King Hezekiah of Judah. His
father, Ahaz, had been an evil, idolatrous monarch who led
the nation into spiritual apostasy and moral decay. As a
result, God allowed the Assyrians to capture and occupy
several major Judean cities.

Hezekiah, unlike his father, “did what was right in the
eyes of the Lord” (2 Kings 18:3).” He knew that in order to
save his people, he must rid the country of its infatuation
with idolatry and turn the hearts of his people back to
God. Therefore, he began a major reformation in the land,
destroying the high places, smashing sacred stones, and
cutting down Asherah poles.

He also ordered the Levites to purify the Temple of
God, removing “everything unclean” that had been set up
in God’s house to worship idols! Among the items on this
demolition list was an interesting historical relic: “The
bronze snake [that] Moses had made, for up to that time
the Israelites had been burning incense to it” (verse 4).
Snake worship—at church?

Ionce saw a TV program about some small churches

Faith and Object Lessons

You may recall the story behind the bronze serpent. A
few centuries before, the Israelites had been a wandering
nation of former slaves following God and His chosen
leader Moses through the wilderness en route to the land
of Canaan. Although God always provided for the Israel-
ite’s every need, He also tested their faith at times by allow-
ing their supplies to get drastically low, or having them face
intimidating obstacles. Unfortunately, the Israelites often
failed these tests and took to bitter complaining against
both God and their leaders. In response, the Lord sent
“venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and
many Israelites died” (Num. 21:6).

The Israelites got the message. They cried out to Moses
and pleaded with him to speak to God on their behalf. In
His love and mercy for His wayward children, God
instructed Moses to make a bronze snake and set it on a
pole. Anyone bitten by a snake could look up in faith at this
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symbol of sin and be healed; those who refused God’s
means of salvation, however, were doomed to die.

In and of itself, this bronze snake had no healing prop-
erties. Like the sanctuary services, the burnt offerings and
sacrifices, and the holy days, the serpent was yet another
object lesson by which God revealed the simplicity and
beauty of His plan of salvation.

Just as literal serpents had bitten people and brought
death, so Satan, the original serpent, had deceived human-
ity’s first parents and poisoned them with the deadly
venom of sin.

Instead of leaving us to our chosen fate, however, Christ
became a serpent on a pole. He became sin for us. He traded
our poisoned natures for His pure and holy character. He
accepted the slow, painful, and inevitable death that was
ours so that we might have the abundant life that was His.

And all the Israelites had to do was look up in faith to
the Savior and accept the healing and salvation He offers.
And it’s all we too have to do.

As years passed, however, the Israelites lost sight of this
beautiful illustration of God’s love and salvation. Some
began to look at the serpent as a good-luck charm, an
omen of good fortune. They began to attribute their heal-
ing, their blessings, and their prosperity not to God but to
the serpent. They began to honor and rely upon the symbol
rather than the Savior it symbolized.

As they had once burned sweet incense in the Temple to
God representing their prayers and thanksgiving to Him,
they now burned incense to the brazen serpent. Hezekiah
knew he had to destroy this rival for his people’s hearts if
they were ever to turn to the true God.

Snake Worship Remix

By the time Jesus arrived as a humble teacher in Israel,
the Jews had put away idol worship with a vengeance, but
they had created a new, subtler form of “snake worship”
instead. They were vigilant guardians of tradition, customs,
and “human rules they have been taught” (Isa. 29:13). At
some point the Jews, especially the Pharisees, had con-
cluded that their salvation was not based upon God and
His mercy, but was the direct result of their heritage and
nationality, their meticulous adherence to the law (by both
letter and tradition), and the majesty of the Temple in
which they worshipped.

Christ did not criticize the majority of these practices.

There was nothing intrinsically wrong with most of them, — |

except that those who relied upon them as a means of sal-
vation had “neglected the more important matters of the
law—justice, mercy, and faithfulness” (Matt. 23:23). The
Jews had taken the law in its most literal and technical
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form, and endowed it with sanctifying and saving powers
that it did not possess.

Jesus pointed out that these Jews only honored God
with their mouths, but their hearts were far from Him.
They talked about God, but few of them really talked to
Him or knew Him personally. They worshipped the law of
God, while ignoring the God whom the law described.

Look Up and Live!

One warm evening Nicodemus, a leading member of
the Jewish ruling council, secretly sought an interview with
Jesus. Like many of his Pharisaic associates, Nicodemus was
guilty of burning incense to the “brazen serpents” of his
own making.

After explaining the work of the Holy Spirit in the
heart, Jesus stated: “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that every-
one who believes may have eternal life in him” (John 3:14,
15). Jesus reminded Nicodemus that it is not sacred sym-
bols or longstanding traditions; it is not prophetic mes-
sages or even godly prophets; it is not anything we do (or
don’t do) that saves us. It is Christ (cf. Eph. 2:8,9)!

Do we have any brazen serpents to which we are burn-
ing incense? They can be objects, people, ideas and teach-
ings, traditions and customs, attitudes or practices, even
ministries and activities, On the surface they appear godly,
and may even have a history of serving God’s purposes; but
they now stand as idols, blocking our access to and worship
of the one true God to which they once pointed.

It is so easy for any of us to value much higher what we
do (or don’t do), what church we attend, or what we know
than loving “the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your strength” and writing the
commandments He has given on our hearts (Deut. 6:5, 6).

When King Hezekiah destroyed the brazen serpent, he
helped the Israelites see the true, living God. As we lift up
Christ—not the things that symbolize or represent Him—
we too are freed to experience God’s healing, and taste the
joy of salvation found in Christ, our true Savior and
Redeemer. m
! All Scripture quotations in this article have been taken from the Holy Bible, New International

Version. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide.

—_—

Atuanya Cheatham DuBreuil ives in Wesley
Chapel, Florida, United States. She is married
to John-Antony, and is a mother of three.
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steep hiking trail with a heavy backpack. We had been

warned to take only the absolute essentials for our five-
day hike. We would be far from any store, so each of us
had to decide on what was essential, and then be willing to
lug our own food, clothing, and sleeping bags on the trail.
Aching shoulders and blistered feet forced many of us to
rethink what was essential at our first midday rest stop.

That evening everyone was reevaluating the essentials in
their backpacks. Suddenly expensive brand names lost their
attraction. No one was interested in having anything just
for show. Everything was reexamined with a whole new set
of standards. Was it light; was it useful? Even an expensive
jar of organic honey had no takers. The next morning, as
we all set off, it was amazing to see what we were all willing
to leave behind in the trash bins. Only the essentials
remained in our backpacks. Only the really important
things stayed in our packs.

Iwas thinking about essentials as I struggled up the

More Than a Hike in the Park

The Bible speaks of a time in the future that will be
more challenging than a strenuous hike. In fact, Scripture
describes it as a crisis of cataclysmic dimensions. Economi-
cally, environmentally, and spiritually we will face “a time
of trouble such as never was since there was a nation”
(Dan. 12:1). It won’t be a localized event. This will be a
worldwide crisis in which all will have to decide what is
really important. It will be a time in which we will not be
carrying anyone else’s beliefs or sliding by on what some-
one else says. There will be a small group of “leftovers” who
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will be hanging on to what really counts. As we get ready
for the biggest crisis on earth, what will we have to hang on
to? What will remain—and who will remain?

What Remains

Perhaps you remember when teams were chosen at
school. Not being very athletic, I dreaded being left after
everyone else was chosen. It’s not very complimentary to
be left as the last. Sometimes it seems that “those remain-
ing” (or the remnant) don’t fit in. Then again, after a hur-
ricane it is very nice to be the remnant. It means that you
are a survivor.

Throughout history God has always had a remnant.
There have always been those who went against the flow.
They took God at His word and were more intent on being
friends with God than hobnobbing with the high and
mighty. Remember Noah. He was a strange one. He took
God at His word and spent his time and money building a
boat and inviting others to join in the promised escape. He
was also part of a remnant—the only family who was left
when all the earth was destroyed by a flood (cf. Gen. 6-9).

So what will it take to survive when our world will once
again be destroyed—this time by fire (2 Peter 3:10-12) and



not by flood? What will it take to be a survivor, to belong to
the remnant?

Having the Right Contacts

Those who survive know that it is not what they are
carrying in their backpacks that will guarantee their sur-
vival. They know that it is not what you know but who you
know that counts. They know the Winner. “These are the
ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes” (Rev. 14:4).

The book of Revelation goes on to give other identifi-
able characteristics of these survivors. They follow Jesus
everywhere because they have “the faith of Jesus” (Rev.
14:12). They reflect Jesus’ unshakable confidence in God
and the authority of Scripture. Their faith encompasses all
the truths of the Bible, which Jesus believed and taught.

Revelation 14:12 also says that these individuals “keep
the commandments of God.” They know that “not everyone
who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven”
(Matt. 7:21). These survivors know that their survival is
completely dependent on Jesus, and they are willing to do

REMNANT

ad [ts M1ss10n

The universal church is composed of all who truly believe
in Christ, but in the last days, a time of widespread
apostasy, a remnant has been called out to keep the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. This remnant
announces the arrival of the judgment hour, proclaims
salvation through Christ, and heralds the approach of His
second advent. This proclamation is symbolized by the
three angels of Revelation 14; it coincides with the work
of judgment in heaven and results in a work of repentance
and reform on earth. Every believer is called to have a
personal part in this worldwide witness. (Rev. 12:17; 14:6-
12;18:1-4; 2 Cor. 5:10; Jude 3, 14; 1 Peter 1:16-19; 2 Peter
3:10-14; Rev. 21:1-14.)

things His way (John 15:10). They are not ready to exchange
any part of God’s law for human-made counterfeits.

Revelation 12:17 tells us that this “rest”—besides keep-
ing the “commandments of God”—also have the “testi-
mony of Jesus Christ.” John doesn’t leave us in the dark as
to what “the testimony of Jesus” is; later in his book he tells
us that it is “the spirit of prophecy” (Rev. 19:10). Prophetic
guidance helps the remnant be survivors.

We Seventh-day Adventists believe that Ellen G. White,
who meets all the biblical tests of a true prophet, was
appointed by God as a special messenger to draw attention
to the Bible and help prepare people for Jesus’ second com-
ing. Ellen White herself noted that “the fact that God has
revealed His will to men through His Word, has not ren-
dered needless the continued presence and guiding of the
Holy Spirit. On the contrary, the Spirit was promised by
our Savior to open the Word to His servants, to illuminate
and apply its teachings.”*

Passionate Mission

The remnant is purpose driven. These survivors are not
members of an exclusive remnant club who think them-
selves better than everyone else and lock themselves up in
their own little members-only world. They have their mis-
sion statement clearly marked out for them in the book of
Revelation. The three angels’ messages of Revelation 14:6-
12 are God’s answers to the satanic deception that clouds
the world just before Christ’s return (Rev. 13:14-16).
Because they are passionate about Jesus, they are passionate
about getting the world prepared to meet the Jesus they
love and follow everywhere.

So what remains in your backpack? Do you have it
loaded with “essentials”? Why not ditch the backpack alto-
gether and follow the Lamb? We will find Him leading us
out to a world in crisis that needs to know that they too
can be survivors, ready to welcome Jesus with open arms as
He returns at just the right time. m

*Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy (Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1911), p. vii.

—_—

Chantal J. KIingheiI serves as an associate
director of the Ellen G. White Estate at the
General Conference of Seventh-day Adven-
tists in Silver Spring, Maryland, U.S.A. She is
married to Gerald and has three teenage daughters.
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Wide was his parish, houses far asunder,
But never did he fail, for rain or thunder,
In sickness, or in sin, or any state,

To visit to the farthest, small and great . . .*

ore than 9,000 air miles—and 600 years—

separate the “country parson” of Geoffrey

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales and an Adventist
pastor named Darren Peakall in the Torres Strait off the
north coast of Queensland, Australia. Chaucer’s medieval
preacher was justly famous for faithfully visiting his
scattered flock in all kinds of weather to bring the Word of
God to everyone in his territory, “small and great.”

And Darren Peakall—not at all medieval—is faithfully
doing the same thing, in all kinds of weather, half a world
away, and for the same reasons. But the muscular Australian
doesn’t usually walk or ride a horse, as did his English
counterpart. Reaching scattered church members among
the 274 islands of the Torres Strait requires planes and
boats. More precisely, planes instead of boats.

A Ministry of Presence

“Visiting church members is really the key to my minis-
try,” Darren says softly, his tanned face compressing with
concentration lines. “How can I help them—as Jesus did—
if I can’t actually sit down with them and find out what
their issues are, one to one?

“People met Jesus beside wells, at wedding feasts, in
boats, or walking in the streets. That’s where their lives got
changed. We focus on His public sermons—his amazing
stories and His timeless truths. But learning the gospel usu-
ally requires personal time—walking a road, sharing a meal,
sitting in the bottom of a boat”
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ISLAND MAZE: The Torres Strait links the Coral Sea to
the east with the Arafara Sea in the west. The maze

of reefs and islands often makes it tedious and difficult
to navigate by boat.

A quick glance at the geography of Darren’s far-flung
pastoral district illustrates why he’s focusing on a ministry
of presence more than large-scale public evangelism. The
hundreds of islands dotting the 150 kilometers (93 miles) of
ocean that separate Australia’s Cape York Peninsula from
Papua New Guinea (PNG) are mostly uninhabited, many of
them volcanic upthrusts now surrounded by dense man-
grove swamps. The 14 inhabited islands are home to just
8,000 people, most of them Melanesian islanders historically
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and culturally distinct from Australia’s aboriginal peoples.

According to the pastor, Seventh-day Adventists are
spread across just five of the 14 inhabited islands—Saibai,
Moa, Hammond, Prince of Wales, and Thursday Island,
where Darren and his wife, Robbie (Robyn), live on the
upper level that includes a parsonage and a chapel. Typical
Sabbath attendances at the island churches can be counted
on two hands: a large gathering, including visitors who
sometimes come by boat from Adventist churches in Papua
New Guinea, might grow as large as 30.

“It takes a long time to do almost anything in these
islands,” Robbie says wistfully. “I've learned that building
relationships doesn’t happen as quickly as we might wish.
And the sheer distances involved—five and a half hours each
way by boat to travel the 150 kilometers from our home to
Saibai—means that we don’t get to see church members on
the regular weekly cycle that many of us are used to. You have
to change your expectations of church to be successful here.”

Rethinking Relationships

You also have to change your expectations of the sup-
port you can expect from family and friends, say Darren
and Robbie. “Home” for them is Perth, Western Australia,
more than 4,800 kilometers (3,000 miles) away—“at least
two flights,” as Darren says, noting the practical impossibil-
ity of driving a car that distance in the annual vacation
time allotted. Their four children, ranging in age from late
teens to mid 20s, are clustered near Perth. Their parents’
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CONNECTED: On Moa Island Darren makes regular

visits to those with whom he has formed relationships.
Lightbearer Il is pictured in the background.

missionary posting isn’t easy to accept.

“My younger son feels the distance keenly,” Darren says,
grimacing slightly, “because he and I have a special friend-
ship. ‘Tll miss you: I hate not having you here, he told me
when we came here. And even though all the kids and
other family members have come out to visit us several
times, you want the people that you love closer than the
other side of the country.”

“I ring my mum up twice a day,” Robbie says. “She’s
alone—my dad passed away several years ago—and we
encourage each other. Darren initially wanted me to be as
excited about this work as he was—and he’s excited, hasn’t
really wavered since we got here. He just loves what he’s
doing and has grasped it with everything he’s got.

“One day he could tell how much I was missing the fam-
ily, and he asked me, ‘Don’t you want to be here?” And I said,
‘T want to be with you, and I want to serve the Lord. Is that
not enough? I know you miss the kids, but I miss the kids!””

Robbie’s story is punctuated by the memories of three
hospitalizations in her first 18 months in the Torres Strait.
A round of antibiotics following an episode of bacteria in
her bloodstream, weakened her immunity, and she some-
how contracted a serious infection, clostridium difficile
(C-diff), that disturbed her heart rhythm and sent her to
the cardiac ward directly off a flight en route to the islands.
Recovering her energy hasn’t been easy in a schedule that
frequently calls for her to travel for multiple days by boat
with Darren to his scattered church members or, alternately,
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BY ALL MEANS: Northern Australian
Conference president Brett Townend
near Saibai Island at the controls of the
dinghy from “Lightbearer I1.”

FAMILY SUPPORT: Members of the Thursday Island family spans
generations and ethnic groups.

keep up a round of activities without his support and
encouragement.

Learning how to draw appropriate boundaries as a pas-
toral spouse has also been part of the on-the-job training
for Robbie. Now, just over two years into the first pastoral
district the couple has ever served, she remembers the chal-
lenging first weeks when everything—house, island,
church, and climate—seemed new and strange.

“Some members told me just after we arrived that the
previous pastor’s wife used to make them chocolate éclairs,”
Robbie chuckles. “They asked me, ‘Oh, why don’t you do
what she did?” Well, I love cooking and offering hospitality,
but making éclairs—that’s not my gift. I prefer whenever I
can to work alongside Darren and just concentrate on the
things he’s concentrating on.”

Ministry at Water Level

What Darren is frequently concentrating on is the logis-
tical difficulty of moving around in a pastoral district that
stretches across some 48,000 square kilometers (18,500
square miles), but where only slightly more than 1 percent
of the territory is dry land.

“Time and tide wait for no man,” the old proverb declares.
Equally true, however, is the observation that time and tide
are frequently the obstacles that prevent the very things most
needing to be accomplished. Just getting to the places mem-
bers live and worship requires a keen awareness of how
dependent life in the islands is on the rise and fall of tides.

Several of the islands Darren visited during his first two
years in the Torres Strait are surrounded by vast mud flats
at low tide that prevent even shallow-keeled boats from
approaching. Arrive at the wrong hour, and you will wait a
kilometer or more from shore, watching daylight ebb and
opportunities for ministry go with it. Load the small din-
ghy too fully or carry one too many passengers, and you
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will risk being swamped in mangrove shallows infested
with saltwater crocodiles.

“Knowing that the crocs are out there certainly keeps you
awake and alert,” Darren says, grinning. “Once when Brett
Townend (Northern Australian Conference president) was
visiting, the dinghy we were maneuvering along the coast
started to take on water just after we passed a group of crocs.
have to admit I won’t soon forget the look on my boss’s face!”

More typical, however, is the sense of time and ministry
possibilities lost because of the challenges of traveling on
the water. The 11-hour round trip by boat from Thursday
Island to Saibai, just four kilometers (two and a half miles)
off the PNG coast, usually requires two days and an over-
night stay on the island just to conduct a worship service,
visit several member families, and host a story hour for the
island children. The 440 liters (115 gallons) of diesel fuel
required for the round-trip Saibai run costs A$800 (about
US$745; 540 euros) each time. That number doesn’t
include the costs for maintenance and repair on the boat.

The cost in time for traveling on the water is equally
formidable.

“Every three weeks we used to pack up for the weekend
and travel to Moa Island on the boat,” Darren says. “To
make it worthwhile, we went there for three or four days,
sometimes longer.”

“Somebody once asked us, ‘What's it like?” They probably
thought that traveling by water for hours to a tropical island
sounds romantic. Don’t get me wrong—the Torres Strait is
beautiful. But these aren’t romantic islands: these are working
islands, where people live real and difficult lives. I told the per-
son who asked me, ‘It’s really not as lovely as it sounds! It’s like
we’re camping every couple of weeks for an extended week-
end. You've got to pack up and bring all your food, and know
everything you're going to need well in advance. That tends to
take some of the romance out of it!’”



Raising the Plane

Even though he had invested five weeks of full-time
training while still in Perth to obtain the commercial skip-
per’s license necessary to operate the mission boat in the
Torres Strait, and another four weeks’ orientation in the
boat with the pastor who preceded him in the district, it
didn’t take Darren long to realize that being at the mercy of
the tides was hampering the church’s mission in the terri-
tory. An experienced pilot, he had spent months flying in
and out of isolated aboriginal communities in Western Aus-
tralia, some of that time as a self-supporting literature evan-
gelist offering books and DVDs to the inhabitants of remote
towns. Noting that each of the major inhabited islands of
the Torres Strait had well-developed airstrips, Darren began
to realize that he could push the church’s mission forward
much faster if he could reach his isolated church members
and family-sized congregations by plane instead of by boat.

“We could all wish that Adventist work in this area had
developed a bit differently;” he says, “but the truth is that these
small worshipping groups really need a pastor to help them

ae)

BEGINNING THE JOURNEY: Darren Peakhall takes
delivery of the newer plane that will change the way
ministry is done in this part of the world.
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stay connected to their faith—and sometimes, even to each
other. ‘Church’ sometimes happens only when the pastor is
able to be present to lead out. In the weeks between a pastor’s
visits, activity slows down, and sometimes even stops. When
you are only seeing members every third or fourth Sabbath
for a few hours, it’s almost impossible to do the training that
will create stable local leaders in these remote places.”

After nearly 18 months in his district, Darren began
dreaming of a way to move the church’s presence and mis-
sion in the Torres Strait to a higher level—quite literally, into
the air. With the help of a pastoral colleague from the North-
ern Australian Conference who also was an experienced
pilot, Darren drafted a proposal for the conference executive
committee that called for leasing a propeller-driven plane for
100 hours of pastoral work in the last six months of 2013.

The Northern Australian Conference is the second small-
est of the nine conferences in the Australian Union, even
though its territory is the second largest geographically,
including fully one-quarter of the continent in the northeast
quadrant of the nation—Ayers Rock in the desert to islands in
the Torres Strait. With only 2,500 members, 35 congregations,
and 18 pastors, the Conference rarely has additional funding
for innovative projects. And moving from the time-honored
but very slow method of traveling on the water
to a proposal for serving the Torres Strait district
by air initially caused administrators to re-exam-
ine their faith in what God might be doing in the
northernmost part of the Conference.

“When you don’t have an abundance of
resources—or tithe—you think very carefully
about new possibilities,” says Brett Townend, pres-
ident of the Northern Australia Conference since
May 2012. “A mistake in planning or an unex-
pected expense could mean that you won’t have
the resources to keep pastors in the field or con-
gregations moving forward with their mission.
You have to keep the whole picture in view, even
as you try to make sure you're responding to what
the Holy Spirit seems to blessing in one area.”

Ministry Takes Wing

After carefully working through the details of
Darren’s plan, the executive committee gave per-
mission for the experiment to move forward. By
the time of the June 2013 Big Camp (annual
camp meeting), funds had been allocated to pay
for the 100 hours of flying time and fuel that Dar-
ren believed would dramatically push mission
forward in the Torres Strait.

“It worked out that for that typical 11-hour trip to
Saibai, our northernmost point in the district, instead of the
$800 we usually spent on diesel fuel, we could bring the cost
for traveling by air down to less than $500 for the same trip,”
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ALL IN: Darren and Robbie Peakhall have invested
their finances, as well as their time and energy, in
taking the gospel to this vast territory.

Darren says with a former literature salesman’s enthusiasm.
“And then on the time, it’s only about an hour’s flight time
from Thursday Island to Saibai, even in an old, slow plane
with nothing spectacular about it. The plane was built in
1958: it was 55 years old when we first found it. I looked at
the instrument panel, and at first I said, ‘You've got to be
kidding!’ But the thing is, it worked, and was reliable.”

Now round trips to the most distant point in the far-flung
district could be accomplished in just over an hour, reducing
travel time by more than 90 percent. Mid-week prayer meet-
ings with a small Adventist congregation at Kubin Village, on
Moa Island, suddenly became possible. Bible studies with
individuals interested in Adventist faith that had previously
languished when conducted only every third or fourth week
could now be kept active and growing through weekly con-
tact. For the first time ever, a pastor could regularly reach
Weipa, a remote coastal mining town on the western side of
Cape York, where a small Adventist church company of 15 is
now receiving frequent pastoral visits from Darren in the
plane. This would have been impractical with the boat, and
these members are now feeling part of the wider sisterhood
of churches, despite their geographical isolation.

“It was something like an adrenaline shot for ministry in

this district,” says Darren, now looking back on almosta ——

full year of traveling by air. “You begin to think about
ministry in different ways when you can actually begin to
connect the dots more often than once a month. And mem-
bers, too—they begin to expect more of themselves and of
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their church when they see that their congregation can have
a regular and vital place in their community. Baptismal can-
didates stay on track toward good decisions; discipleship
happens as faith gets nurtured. Our faith in what God wants
to accomplish in the Torres Strait begins to climb as we see
our mission beginning to get off the ground.”

Higher Still

In January 2014, Darren and Robbie took an even bigger
step after careful and prayerful consultation with the confer-
ence officers. Taking out a sizeable personal mortgage, they
arranged to buy a newer, speedier plane (a 1976 Piper 235)
that can carry additional weight and up to three persons
beside the pilot. Through a contract approved by the execu-
tive committee they have leased the new plane to the North-
ern Australian Conference, and use it multiple times a week
to make member visits, conduct prayer meetings, and lead
worship services throughout their vast, watery district.

Arranging the financing at their own expense—and
risk—caused the Peakalls some careful thought and prayer.
At minimum, the decision will delay their own investment
in a house and their planning for eventual retirement.

“We’re all in,” says Darren with a trademark toothy
smile. “We’re putting our own money where we think God
wants us to put it. And we’re trusting that God is going to
move on hearts in places we haven’t even heard of to keep
this plane flying and this mission growing.”

No longer bound to the rhythm of the tides, ministry is
taking flight in the Torres Strait. From the air—above it
all—you can see much further, chart the objectives more
carefully, and get there more quickly.

That’s the kind of mission that heaven always blesses. m

* Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales, (Barnes and Noble, 2007), p. 27.

If you are interested in more information about the aviation project

in the Torres Strait, or would like to support it with your prayers
and resources, contact the Northern Australian Conference at:

https://na.adventist.org.au

or write to:

Northern Australian Conference—Torres Strait Project
PO Box 51, Aitkenvale QLD 4814

AUSTRALIA

Phone: 07 4779 3988

—_—

Bill Knott is the editor and executive
publisher of Adventist World.
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By ELLEN G. WHITE

REACHING

UNBELIEVERS

New life, new plans, and new methods

who are bearing the burden of his

work have been endeavoring to
put new life into old methods of labor,
and also to invent new plans and new
methods of awakening the interest of
church members in a united effort to
reach the world. . ..

In years past, I have spoken in
favor of the plan of presenting our
mission work and its progress before
our friends and neighbors, and have
referred to the example of Nehemiah.
And now I desire to urge our brethren
and sisters to study anew the experi-
ence of this man of prayer and faith
and sound judgment, who made bold
to ask his friend, King Artaxerxes, for
help with which to advance the inter-
ests of God’s cause. Let all understand
that in presenting the needs of our
work, believers can reflect light to oth-
ers only as they, like Nehemiah of old,
draw nigh to God, and live in close
connection with the Giver of all light.

In the providence of God, those

PHOTO COURTESY OF DARREN PEAKHALL

Our own souls must be firmly
grounded in a knowledge of the truth,
if we would win others from error to
truth. We need now to search the
Scriptures diligently, that, as we
become acquainted with unbelievers,
we may hold up before them Christ as
the anointed, the crucified, the risen
Savior, witnessed to by prophets, testi-
fied of by believers, and through
whose name we receive the forgive-
ness of our sins.

As we exalt the cross of Calvary
before others, we shall find that it
exalts us. Let every believer now stand
in his lot and place, catching the inspi-
ration of the work that Christ did for
souls while in this world. We need the
ardor of the Christian hero who

SPIRIT OF

SABBATH GATHERING: Members
and community residents gather for
Sabbath services on Saibai Island.

In order to fulfill the purpose of
God as laborers together with Him, it
is not necessary that all believers work
in the same manner or along similar
lines. No precise lines are to be laid
down. Let the Holy Spirit direct each
worker: and let each be willing to lis-
ten to the counsel of those who have
been chosen to lead out in the various
activities of the church. Thus the truth
will ever stand on vantage ground.

Some can best recommend the
truth, not by argument or talk, but by
living the principles of truth, by lead-
ing a modest, humble life as consistent
disciples of the meek and lowly Christ.
Especially is this true of those who are
unable to give an intelligent reason for
their faith, and of those who have a
zeal not according to knowledge. Such
believers should talk less in vindica-
tion of our faith, and study their Bible
more, letting their deportment bear
eloquent testimony to the power for
good which the truth exercises in
heart and life. . ..

God desires every believer to be a
soul winner; and He will bless all who
look to Him in confidence for wisdom
and guidance. As they move guard-
edly, walking in wisdom’s way and
remaining true to the Lord God of
Israel, the purity and simplicity of
Christ, revealed in the life practice,
will witness to the possession of genu-
ine piety. In all that they say and do,
they will glorify the name of Him
whom they serve. m

— .

endures to the end, ever beholding
Him who is invisible. Our faith must
have a resurrection. Wherever we are,
and whatever our opportunities,
whether limited or extended, we are to
exert a positive influence for good.

Seventh-day Adventists believe that Ellen
G. White (1827-1915) exercised the biblical
gift of prophecy during more than 70 years
of public ministry. This material was first
published in The Church Officers’ Gazette,
Sept. 1, 1914
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PIONEER WORKERS: Salem
(front row, third from left) and
Dina (second row, second from
left), join other Adventist workers
before going out to face the
challenges of missionary service.

is name was Salem
Hamonangan Panjaitan. Born
in the village of Siabal-abal

in the province of North Sumatra,
Indonesia, Salem belonged to the
Batak tribe. Christian missionaries
visited the Batak tribe in the early
1900s, and many of the population
converted to Christianity.

The Early Years

Salem finished his primary educa-
tion but was unhappy living in his
village; he longed to see more of the
world. One day he packed a few
belongings and began a trip that
would take him to many places and on
numerous adventures. His first desti-
nation was Medan, capital of North
Sumatra, located a few hundred miles
from his village. It was a long journey,
and at night he slept wherever he
could find lodging.

In Medan, a Dutch man who owned
a mansion offered Salem a job as a gar-
dener. Salem took care of the flowers
and plants, mowed the grass, and kept
the yard clean. The owner gave him a
room in which to live and paid him a
salary. This was the first time that
Salem had ever received a salary.

Salem worked hard and diligently
performed his duties. The owner
noticed that he was not only a faithful
employee but also very intelligent. He
taught Salem to type and perform other
office duties. He finally suggested that
Salem look for a job in the city where
he could earn higher wages. Salem
found an office clerical position and
also enrolled in night classes to become
more fluent in the Dutch language.

Several months later Salem was given
an opportunity to attend nursing school
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By ErNA a_n‘d' IdHN SIREGAR

A Faithful

' Servant

Glimpses of a life well lived

in Padang, the capital of the province of
West Sumatra. He had always wanted to
become a nurse and help sick people, so
together with two friends, Karel Tambu-
nan and Partompuan Gultom, Salem
began nursing training.

After completing the program, the
three men obtained positions as
nurses and were happy in their new
profession. The Lord, however, had
even more planned for them.

A Seventh-day Adventist evangelist
came to town, and the three young
men attended his meetings, curious to
hear what the evangelist from America

had to say about Bible prophecies. The
men were initially skeptical about the
Adventist teachings. Eventually, how-
ever, through the workings of the
Holy Spirit, they accepted the truths
being taught and were baptized into
the Adventist Church. The question
now was: What’s next?

A New Beginning

The three men were excited about
their newly acquired faith, and they
prayed for guidance regarding their
role as new church members. Advent-
ism had only recently been established

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE AUTHOR



in what was then called the Dutch East
Indies (now Indonesia), and native
workers were needed to spread the
gospel to the population. So in 1924
the church sent Karel, Partompuan,
and Salem for ministerial training at
the Malayan Union Seminary in Sin-
gapore. After graduation they were
assigned to serve in Java.

Salem eventually worked for the
church in various capacities in many
cities. In 1925 he became an assistant
pastor, and he and the senior pastor
started a church in Semarang. Then in
1927 Salem was sent to Surabaya, East
Java, to help with the literature evan-
gelism program.

The following year he left for Bor-
neo to open up the work there and
plant churches. Salem later traveled
inland along the Barito and Kapuas
rivers on small riverboats, the only
transportation then available. The
Dayak people living in the region at
the time were cannibals and embraced
animism. Crocodiles inhabited the
rivers, and most of the country was
jungle filled with wild animals.

Despite all the inconveniences,
Salem believed that the Lord would
direct His work in spreading the gos-
pel in the unentered territory. Because
of his nursing background, he was able
to treat many of the illnesses and ail-
ments of the Dayaks; at the same time,
he shared with them the love of Jesus.

It was not uncommon for Salem to
be away from home for weeks at a
time, enduring a rigorous life in the
inland that was full of unsanitary con-
ditions and diseases such as malaria
and typhoid. Dina, Salem’s wife, was
busy at home raising their children.
Since their house was close to the edge
of a river, Dina designed a device that
would retrieve the coconuts that fell
into the river. The coconut meat was
rasped and cooked, and the oil was
pressed and sold for additional income.

Dina was unable to communicate

with her husband while on his travels,
so she trusted that the Lord would
protect him. She was always grateful
and relieved when Salem arrived
home safe and healthy.

In 1929 the church again sent
Salem to Surabaya in East Java and
later to Bandung, West Java, to head
the literature evangelism work there.
In 1938 he was ordained as a Seventh-
day Adventist minister.

In 1940, shortly after the launch
of World War II began, Salem—now
affectionately called Pastor Panjai-
tan—was called to serve in Semarang,
Central Java. In 1942 the Japanese
army moved south and invaded many
countries in Southeast Asia, including
Indonesia.

The war drew near to Semarang,
and the Dutch government began
burning homes and other buildings to
slow down the approach of the Japa-
nese while the people retreated inland.
Panjaitan first took his family to safety
in a village outside the city, and then
after nightfall he returned to the city to
rescue other church members. He did
not stop until the last member was safe.

For three and a half years the
Adventist Church had no contact with
the outside world, even with the divi-
sion office. Local pastors administered
church business and finance, and took
care of the members. Panjaitan con-
tinued to serve his people and help
them with their needs.

The Later Years

Panjaitan’s health deteriorated as a
result of the hardships during the war,
and he lost a great deal of weight.
When the war finally ended, lead-
ers summoned Panjaitan to the
Adventist Church headquarters in
Jakarta and suggested that he take a
vacation to restore his health. They
also offered to provide him with a
motorcycle to make it easier for him
to visit church members. “How can I

P

visit my members riding on a motor-
cycle, while many of them live in
humble dwellings and do not possess
much of the material world?” Panjai-
tan responded. “I do not have the
heart for it”

Shortly after the war Panjaitan was
assigned a larger territory—all the
churches in Central Java—but he still
refused to use an automobile or
motorcycle for his work. Instead, he
continued riding his bicycle and other
public transportation to visit mem-
bers and other churches.

Panjaitan’s health, however, con-
tinued to decline, and he was hospi-
talized for several months. He never
recovered, and, sadly, passed away at
the young age of 50.

Not until his funeral did his family
realize how many friends he had made
in the city of Semarang. A milelong
procession accompanied the pastor’s
body to his resting place.

Thirty years later his wife, Dina,
died and was buried next to her hus-
band in Semarang. Later both bodies
were exhumed and reburied on a
small hill in the village of Siabal-abal.

Along with children and grand-
children, some of whom continue to
serve the Adventist Church, Salem
and Dina Panjaitan left behind the
legacy of lives worth modeling. Even
though Salem Panjaitan’s lifespan was
short, it was full of exciting experi-
ences that resulted in the saving of a
great number of souls for the Lord’s
kingdom. He and Dina now await the
second coming of Jesus. m

1I‘ .. |
Erna a John Siregar are daughter

and son-in-law of Salem and Dina
Panjaitan.
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NORTH AMERICAN DIVISION

By BENJAMIN BAKER

[n the GhettO

- == Frederick Carnes Gilbert

A Jewish pioneer of Adventism in North America

s more than 18 million Seventh-day Adventists
Aworldwide commemorate 150 years of God’s

mighty leading of the great Second Advent
movement, we recall, from the North American Division,

a story of courage that inspires us on our way to an
uncertain yet certain future.

A Strict Upbringing

Frederick Carnes Gilbert was born in London, England,
on September 30, 1867. His Russian Jewish parents had
found sanctuary in that country after fleeing hostility to
their faith and ethnicity in the land of their birth and in
continental Europe.

Gilbert had a strict Jewish upbringing, was trained by a
rabbi, went through confirmation, had a bar-mitzvah, and
even wore phylacteries. He hated Christianity, not only
because of the teaching he received, but because of the perse-
cution that his ancestors—and more immediately his par-
ents—had received at the hands of Christians. When he
passed a Christian church, he would spit in revulsion, and his
fingers itched to throttle any Christians he might encounter.

Gilbert had a turbulent childhood. He had poor health,
and, near death, was hospitalized on several occasions. On
one occasion he fell into a fireplace and was almost burned
alive. Early in Gilbert’s teen years his father died. His life-
threatening asthma and lung disease led a physician to sug-
gest that he sail to America: the sea voyage would improve
his condition, and the climate in America would be more
conducive to his health.

But Gilbert trembled at the thought of America. His
father had warned of its godlessness. Nevertheless, he
boarded the boat, had a bad accident, and, upon arriving in
New York City, went straight to the hospital.

In America

North America was indeed godless, Gilbert decided. At
his factory job he was persecuted because of his peculiar
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Jewish beliefs. Although joining a labor union and paying
his dues, he was fired from a promising job with no
recourse. The young immigrant went from one employ to
another, often walking the streets of New York at night with
no food, inadequate clothing, and shivering from the cold.

Moving to Boston at the age of 21 in the hope of some-
thing better, Gilbert obtained boarding with the Fiskes, a
Seventh-day Adventist family. They were weird: they didn’t
eat pork and kept holy the seventh-day, but they believed
in Jesus. They won him over because “they lived their reli-
gion more than they talked it.” He entered the Fiske house-
hold as an observer of the Jewish religion but left two years
later a committed Seventh-day Adventist Christian.

After Gilbert’s conversion in 1889, life became more
harrowing—at work, on the street, with relatives in Eng-
land and New England, including his beloved mother,
who disowned him as an apostate who had embraced the
oppressors’ religion. Employed at a shoe factory at the
time, Gilbert quit to be a colporteur. After nine months
of that, he entered nearby South Lancaster Academy
(associated later with Atlantic Union College), to prepare
for the ministry.

For His People

After college Gilbert labored among the Goyim (Gen-
tiles) of New England for 10 years. In 1896 he wed Ella
Graham, to whom he was married for almost half a cen-
tury. In 1898 he was ordained to the gospel ministry.

In the first years of the twentieth century Gilbert
embraced the reorganizing, contextualizing ethos within
Adventism that sought specific ways to make the gospel
appealing to specific peoples.

He launched an out-and-out campaign to reach the
300,000 Jews of New England in the United States with
methods undergirded by a hands-on and communitarian
approach to evangelism borne out of a love for humanity.
He could be found in the ghetto conversing with rabbis;
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preaching in Yiddish on a soapbox; canvassing from tene-
ment to tenement; taking in orphans; caring for the sick;
finding jobs for those unemployed; and lobbying against
Sunday laws (which threatened religious liberty for Jews).

Gilbert established a refugee center for persecuted Jews
disowned by family and friends with no means of support;
he started gospel magazines in Yiddish—The Good Tidings
of the Messiah, The Messenger, and other tracts and book-
lets; and he spoke in synagogues and halls. In return he was
viciously accosted, physically assaulted, and sent death
threat letters. Sometimes his head was drenched in blood;
other times his body was wracked with pain from pummel-
ing. All this he counted joy, to suffer for his Messiah.

In 1907, at Gilbert’s urging, the Central New England
Conference created a Jewish Department. Gilbert, its first
director, developed strategies and raised funds to reach the
Jewish population in New England, which was growing
considerably at the time in Greater Boston and other cities
along the Eastern seaboard. He was also the first Jewish
representative for the Atlantic Union Conference, joining
M. L. Andreasen (the Scandinavian representative) and
J. K. Humphrey (the Black representative) as ethnic mis-
siological specialists.

Ellen White encouraged Gilbert in 1908: “My brother,
the Jewish people are not the only ones who are being
helped by your work. Our own people need the example
thus set before them. I bid you be of good courage. In
your labors, do not wait for some great and wonderful
opening, but seize the opportunities as they come. The
power of truth will be vindicated as the servants of God
make faithful use of the opportunities that present them-
selves for labor.”

In 1913, at Gilbert’s behest, the North American For-
eign Department established the Jewish Department Advi-
sory Committee, Gilbert serving as superintendent. Five
years later he became superintendent of the Jewish Advi-
sory Committee at the General Conference.

GENERAL CONFERENCE ARCHIVES

Left: FIELD SECRETARY: F. C. Gilbert (front row, center),
a field secretary of the General Conference, poses
with members of the Southern Asia Division

Executive Committee in India in about the year 1935.
Above: BOSTON MISSION: Gilbert started a

mission to reach Jewish people in Boston.

This photograph was taken about 1905.

When advancing age no longer allowed his labor in the
ghettos among his people, he took to writing books for
Jews, showing the myriad similarities between Judaism and
Adventism. His sophisticated works, such as Practical Les-
sons From the Experience of Israel, Messiah in His Sanctuary,
and Judaism and Christianity, present Christ as the culmi-
nation and realization of Hebrew cultural rites and retain
their power today.

Gilbert served as a field secretary for the General Con-
ference from 1922 until his death on August 31, 1946.

Christ’s Methods

The North American Division has implemented an out-
reach model of six building blocks derived from the minis-
try of Christ to reach the 350 million people in its division
with the gospel. Gilbert’s life and ministry embodies each
of these. He recalled, “In beginning the mission work, we
felt that we should follow the methods laid down by the
Savior as far as possible.” The results were remarkable,
reaching “tens of thousands of Jews in Boston” and beyond.
“Jews would come to the mission from cities and towns a
long way from Boston, and tell us that they had heard
about the work that was being started for their brethren.”

The wonderfully affirming testimony of a non-Adven-
tist Christian who attended his meetings one day provides
an instructive note for us today. “It seemed to me,” he said
to Gilbert, “that I could just see the New Testament lived
right out all over again, and it certainly was wonderful. It is
very convincing to my mind.” m

—_—

? BBH]HITIII'I Baker is an assistant archivist of
the General Conference of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists. A longer, fully documented version
of this article appears on the Adventist World

AN,

North America Web site.
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Why do some
believe that God
originally created Iore
than one couple in the

Garden of Eden?

Humans can provide
some sort of evidence
to support almost any-
thing they want to
believe. Hence the need
for establishing a foundation
for defining and determining
what is truth. Ideas have a history, and knowing
about it could help us understand why people
embraced them, and where the idea took them.

1. Origin of Polygenesis: This big word simply implies
that at the beginning God created several couples. The
opposite is monogenesis—the idea that God at the begin-
ning created only one couple. Monogenesis was the Chris-
tian teaching up to the seventeenth century, when some
began to teach that there were different divine creations of
humans. This was primarily an attempt to explain the exis-
tence of human races. In other words, the differences
between the races were so remarkable that they were
understood to be the result of polygenesis (God created
different couples).

But ideas are not static. This idea was later used to jus-
tify racism, even slavery and segregation. In Christian
thinking monogenesis was theologically used to support
the dogma of original sin: Sin was universal, and it was
transmitted through procreation from one original couple
to all humans. Under the influence of natural evolution,
Catholicism no longer uses monogenism to support the
dogma of original sin.

2. Other Arguments: Some have tried to use biblical
arguments to promote polygenesis. It is argued that when
God created fish, animals, and birds, He created, not a single
pair of each one, but a large or significant number of them.
With respects to humans He could have done the same. It is
even suggested that the Hebrew word adam means
“humankind,” not necessarily one or two of them, and that
it implies that at the beginning God created many humans.

It has been also suggested that the creation of more
than one couple would nicely explain the origin of Cain’s
wife. According to this theory, she was born from one of
the other couples that God created and placed in a differ-
ent place on the earth. Some of the creation myths from
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Only [WO?

the ancient Near East suggest that the gods created humans
as a mass. According to one of the Babylonian myths,
humans were created to take the place of minor deities who
were in change of servile work for the major deities. This
obviously required the creation of many humans, or a col-
lective creation.

3. Biblical Evidence: The biblical account is unique in
introducing in the beginning the creation of humans as
male and female—a single couple. As far as I can tell, the
literature of the ancient Near East does not contain a nar-
rative about the creation of woman. The fact that Genesis 1
and 2 stand together indicates that we are not dealing with
two different accounts of human creation, but with the
same divine act. Genesis 1 states in a concise way that God
created humans as a couple (male and female), and Genesis
2 provides the details of their creation.

Eve was not an afterthought, but an expression of the
original divine intent as God sought to create them in His
own image. The biblical text is very clear: Eve became “the
mother of all living” (Gen. 3:20). Paul stated: “And He has
made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all
the face of the earth” (Acts 17:26). Cain obviously married
one of his relatives from the many sons and daughters that
Adam and Eve had (cf. Gen. 5:4).

The biblical teaching should be allowed, through the
power of the Spirit, to pierce the human heart that is filled
with pride and arrogance, to shout deep into our con-
science: We all belong to a single race! There is no room for
a gradation of the value of human beings. Perhaps no other
generation has witnessed the horrors to which such a gra-
dation has led the human race more than ours. In the light
of the cross of Jesus, the church, as the global community
of faith drawn together from every nation, tribe, and peo-
ple, is where this miracle of grace should be self-evident. m

—_—

Angel Manuel Rodriguez is retired, after
serving the church as a pastor, professor, and
Bible scholar.
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BIBLE STUDY

By MARK A. FINLEY
How

Faith G
recently conducted a weekend series of meetings for
Icollege students about the Holy Spirit and revival. After
one of the presentations a student asked, “Pastor Finley,
how can I have more faith? My faith at times seems weak.
I would like to have greater faith, but I am not sure how to
go about getting more.”
The student’s question was not new to me. Over the
years I have heard it regularly. In this month’s lesson we
will explore how to have a growing, vibrant, living faith.

0 What did Jesus say about faith at end time? To
discover Jesus’ answer regarding end time faith,
read Luke 18:8.

Evidently, genuine faith will be in short supply when Jesus
returns. A lot of things may pass for faith, but in this pas-
sage Jesus reminds us with this very question about the
need for authentic, biblical faith.

9 What is biblical faith? How does the Bible
define it? Find the answers in Hebrews 11:1.

Faith is the foundation of our Christian experience. It is
the assurance that God loves us, and desires only good for
us. Faith believes God’s promises implicitly. Faith is a rela-
tionship with God as a friend we know well that leads us to
do whatever He asks.

e What is another word for faith? What do you
discover in Proverbs 3:5, 67 How does this passage
help you understand faith?

Ellen White defined faith this way: “Faith is trusting God—
believing that He loves us and knows best what is for our
good. Thus, instead of our own, it leads us to choose His
way. In place of our ignorance, it accepts His wisdom; in
place of our weakness, His strength; in place of our sinful-
ness, His righteousness. Our lives, ourselves, are already His;

faith acknowledges His ownership and accepts its blessing.”*

0 Who is the source of all faith? How do we
relate when we feel as if we have little or no faith?
Read Romans 12:3.

Faith is a gift God gives to each believer. It is not an emo-
tional feeling, or some type of humanistic, positive-think-

RIYAS HAMZA

ing mind-set. When we make a conscious decision to sur-
render our lives to Christ and become children of God
through His Holy Spirit, He gives us the gift of faith. Faith
grows as we exercise the faith we have.

6 If faith is a gift God gives us, how can we
increase our faith? Read Romans 10:17 and 2 Corin-
thians 1:18-20.

As we read God’s Word with a prayerful attitude, the Holy
Spirit develops a stronger faith within us. As we accept
God’s promises as His eternal “Yes” to us, our faith grows.

G Does merely reading the Bible always benefit us?
What surprising truth do we learn from Hebrews 4:2?
Reading the Bible alone will not grow our faith. It is pos-
sible to read the Bible in a careless, detached manner. When
we read the Bible with a trusting heart, claiming God’s
promises as our own, our faith will grow.

0 Reflect on the story of the woman with the
“issue of blood” who Jesus healed in Luke 8:43-48.
What does her experience tell us about faith?

At least two vital truths about growing faith are contained
in this story:

First, the woman believed that Christ could and would
help her in her desperate situation. Her faith was not in
herself; it was not in her faith; it was in Jesus. Biblical faith
always has a focus, and that focus is Jesus.

Second, as this woman exercised her faith, it grew. If
you desire a growing, vibrant faith, recognize as a child of
God that Jesus has given you the gift of faith. Believe His
Word; fill your mind with His promises; exercise the faith
you have. Then watch your faith grow. m

*Education (Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1903), p. 253.
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Big-Picture Theology
Thank you for publishing Lothar Wil-
helm’s article “Big-Picture Theology”
(April 2014). Way to go! This needed
to be said, and Wilhelm was very
articulate in doing so. I fully agree that
Adventists should accept “the Bible
alone” as “our rule for faith and life.”

JEN H.

Oregon, United States

Moderation?

I’m writing in response to the health
article “Moderation?” by Peter N.
Landless and Allan R. Handysides
(March 2014). Alcohol drinkers fre-
quently point to Jesus’ miracle of
turning water into wine as justifica-
tion for their indulgence. Nothing
could be further from the truth! The
Greek word for “wine” can mean both
alcoholic wine and nonalcoholic grape
juice. We can safely assume that Jesus
would never give people a drink that
would lower their inhibitions to the
point of committing such sins as theft,
adultery, and murder, things we know
all too well happen with the consump-
tion of alcohol.

[Vl

Even though my dad is the breadwin-
ner in our family, I pray that he would
seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, rather than giving our
needs first priority and transgressing
the law of God.

Brian, Kenya
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PRAISE

Jesus turned the water into grape
juice.

MARK BROWN

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

An Urgent Prophetic Calling
Thank you for printing Ted N. C.
Wilson’s article “An Urgent Prophetic
Calling” (February 2014). Wilson put
into words what I have been trying to
say! No one—neither my church nor
my family—is listening, and I feel
alone. I realize I must be the change I
want to see, and I know being a leader
sometimes means I may have to stand
alone. I will follow where God leads
and continue to be used as a mouth-
piece.

Please pray for me. God bless!

LinDA ESKRIDGE

via e-mail

Immanence!

There are two spelling mistakes in Tim
Matsis’ article “The Fence” (January
2014). First, and most important, the
word “imminence,” which means near-
ness, in time terms, of occurrence,
should read “immanence,” which in
Christian usage (at least, mainstream
Christianity: see Reader’s Digest Word
Power Dictionary) signifies God being
present throughout His creation. The
Christian concept of God has always
seen Him as both transcendent (above,
beyond, distinct from His creation, not
to be identified with it) and immanent.

Please pray for our daughter and her
family, and our son and his family,
that they will realize they need Jesus in
their lives.

I praise God that after 59 years of
prayer, my husband accepted Jesus and
joined the Adventist Church.

BetrTY, United States

Too much so-called
contemporary wor-
ship is more like a

pop concert with a
veneer of religiosity.

—BARRY GOWLAND, Fishermead,
Milton Keynes, England

The other error is the spelling of
Matsis’ hometown: it should be Inver-
cargill, not Invergargill!

Reverence and respect in the wor-
ship of God? Yes! Too much so-called
contemporary worship is more like a
pop concert with a veneer of religios-
ity. If Roman Catholics, High Angli-
cans, and Eastern Orthodox go too far
in the other direction, it is at least well
meant. Herein lies a possible danger:
quite a few of those raised Seventh-
day Adventist will desert to groups
where a higher standard of behavior
in church is the norm.

BARRY GOWLAND

Fishermead, Milton Keynes,

England

You're right, twice! We apologize for intro-
ducing these errors, which changed its
meaning, into this devotional.—Editors.

Please pray for my family. My broth-
ers’ wives and neighbors hate us with-
out a cause.

Dick, Kenya

Please pray for me. I need the Lord’s
healing.
ANGELITA, Philippines



95 Years Ago—and Today
Thank you for your feature on our
institutional anniversary (“95 Years
Ago,” Idea Exchange, April 2014). It
was a pleasant surprise to be
mentioned.

The last paragraph reads: “Today
the Union Adventist Educational
Complex (Complejo Educativo
Adventista Unién) has three cam-
puses, including a campus in Nafia
that includes Peruvian Union Univer-
sity and Peruvian Union Academy.”
The Union Adventist Educational
Complex (Complejo Educativo
Adventista Unién) no longer exists,
and does not have three campuses that
include the university and the acad-
emy. It has grown into Peruvian
Union University, which has three
university campuses one of which is in
Nafia, Lima, Perti. On the campus of
Peruvian Union University (Universi-
dad Peruana Unidn) is the university
school named “Union School”
(Colegio Unién).

Le-Roy Aromia

Director of Public Relations

and Corporate Image

Letters Policy: Please send to: letters@adventistworld.org.
Letters must be clearly written, 100-word maximum. Include the
name of the article and the date of publication with your letter.
Also include your name, the town/city, state, and country from
which you are writing. Letters will be edited for space and
clarity. Not all letters submitted will be published.

Thank you for praying for me. I got
my admission to university!
Ero, Cameroon

Thanks for praying for my mother.
God worked that situation out for us,
and I praise His holy name.

ANN, United States
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Re\ived by His Worcﬂ

A Journey of Discovery Together Through the Bible
God speaks to us through His Word. Join with other
believers in more than 180 countries who are reading
a chapter of the Bible each day. To download the daily
Bible Reading Guide, visit RevivedbyHisWord.org, or
sign up to receive the daily Bible chapter by e-mail.

To join this initiative, start here:

JULY 1, 2014 °* Ezekiel 4

I have an uncle who has cancer. He left
the church and now, at almost 80, he
feels that he isn’t prepared to die.
Please pray that he surrenders his soul
to Jesus before his imminent death. I
also ask for prayer for his wife and
family to have God’s solace.

MILENE, Brazil

The Place of Prayer: Send prayer requests and praise (thanks
for answered prayer) to prayer@adventistworld.org. Keep entries
short and concise, 50-words or less. [tems will be edited for
space and clarity. Not all submissions will be printed. Please
include your name and your country’s name. You may also fax
requests to: 1-301-680-6638; or mail them to Adventist World,
12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD 20904-6600 U.S.A.
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/1
YEARS AGO

On June 2, 1943 Choi, Tae Hyun (1888-1943) died
after being tortured by forces that occupied Korea
during World War II.

He was a graduate of Won Heung Middle School and studied at
Korean Baptist Seminary. In 1910 he joined the Seventh-day Adventist
Church and entered evangelistic work, serving as a licensed minister
in the Central and West Chosen missions (1910-1922).

After his ordination in 1922, Choi, Tae Hyun served variously as
district leader in Manchuria, a Bible teacher at Korean Union Train-
ing School, and as a mission president.

During World War II he was president of all the Adventist work in
Korea. But occupying forces that controlled the country had a policy
to suppress Christianity. He was imprisoned, along with many other
Christian leaders, and tortured to death. He was probably the first
Seventh-day Adventist martyr in Korea.

Source: Seventh-day Adventist Encyclopedia

Have your blood
pressure checked
at least twice a
year. Normal is
120/80. Anything
higher than that
could indicate the
beginning of high
blood pressure.
Consult your
doctor if you have
questions.

Source: Journal of the American Medical
Association/Women'’s Health

4

percent

of people who have high
blood pressure don't know it.
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Worldwide, one in three women does not
have access to toilets or facilities to care for
feminine hygiene. Case studies show that
attendance at school drops for young
women when they begin menstruating,
and it is estimated that women collectively
lose 97 billion hours per year looking for a
place they can have privacy.

Source: The Rotarian

The largest library in the world is the
United States’ Library of Congress,
established in 1800.

With more than 155 million
items in its collection, the shelves alone,
if laid end to end, would stretch from
Switzerland to Northern Ireland.

Source: The Rotarian
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My degrite... :
Bible Promise

® “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in

God, believe also in Me. . .. I go to prepare a place

for you” (John 14:1, 2). These verses remind me that

even though I face trials, God is with me. Also, Jesus

will come again and take His children to heaven.
—ABI, Southeast Asia

® “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes;
there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.
There shall be no more pain, for the former things
have passed away. Then He who sat on the throne
said, ‘Behold, I make all things new’” (Rev. 21:4, 5).

These words are very meaningful for me as I
recall the death of my son, Leif. He loved Jesus and
died at the age 18 in a car accident as he traveled
home from South Queensland camp meeting in
September 2008.

—GEOFREY, Queensland, Australia

B As a new Adventist suffering various traumas, I
had the audacity to write then General Conference
president Robert Pierson, asking for a Bible promise
that could help a person in desperate need. I
received his letter with these words: “Casting all your
care upon Him, for He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).

—MARGARET, Australia

Next time, tell us in 50 words or less about your
favorite hymn. Send it to letters@AdventistWorld.org.
Put in the subject line “50 Words or Less.”

AR
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