¢ Sanctify them through thy tl’uth; “thy word is truth.” Johm 17:17,

VorLume 2.
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CHR1ST'S PRESENC,’)“L’.

“And in the fourth watch of the night, Jesus went unto them, walk-
ing on the sea.” Matbt, 14 : 25. - -
T'AR out.upon its track of foam,
The tossing ship has gone; .
And in the twilight's gathering gloom,
The Master kneels alone.

A

In sacred awe, yc angels, bend ;
Bowed in the midnight air,

Behold the sinner’s potent Friend,
The Son of God, in prayer,

The night winds o’cr the mountain swept
And downward to the sea;

But oun the toiling seamen kept,
O'er stormy Galilee.

1le comes! the mighty Nazarene;
In vain the billows voll ;

With fearless tread and princely mien,
He holds them in control.

O Master, in ounr hours of fear,
When mountain billows rise,
If thou but say, “ Lo, I am here,”

How soon our terror dies!

‘When walking on’life’s treacherous sea,
Let holy faith sublime .
Bear up my soul to come to Thee,
O'er all the wrecks of time,

- —Ellen M, Terry.

"Gl Daticles,

The Loveé of God.

BY MRS, E, G, WHITE,

“God so loved the world that he g\ax;e his only begotten Son, that
) }A{E}?iqever believetlx.%n him should not perish, but have everlasting
"« Gopislove”” His matchless love for fallen man,
-expressed in the gift of his beloved Son, amazed the
holy angels. Christ was the heir of all things, by
whom algo the worlds Were made. Hewas the bright-
ness of the Father’s glory, and the “express image
of his person.” He upheld “all things by the word
of his power.” In himself he possessed divims ex-
collence and gmatness; for it pleased the Father
thas in him all fullness should dwell.  And Christ
“thought it-not robbery to be equal with.God.”
Yet he “ made himself of -no reputation, and took
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in
the likeness of men. And being found in fashion
‘as aman, he humbled himself, and became obedient
anto death, even the death of the cross.”
- 1Nie Sonof God volunteered to die in the sinner's
stead, foluisfmaking it possible for man, by a life of-
obediencé, to escape the penalty. of the divine law,

‘T Adam.

tof the world.”

which he had transgressed’; The death of Christ
did not slay the law, lessen its holy claims, nor de-
tract from 1ts sacred- dignity; on the contrary, the

| death of God’s beloved Son on the eross justified the

claims of the divine law, and proclaimed the- justice
of his Father in punishing the transgressor, in that
Ire consented to suffer the penalty in his own person,
to save fallen man from its curse. He thus magni-
fied the law,.and made it honorable, and gave evi-
dence of its changeless character. From his own
lips is heard the words: ¢ Think not that I am

| come to destroy the law or the prophets. I am nog

come to destroy, but to fulfill.”
(" In becoming man’s ‘substitute, and bearing the
curse which should have fallen upon him, Christ
pledged himself in behalf of the race to maintain the
sacred claims and the exalted honor of his Father’s
law. The Father has given the world into the hands
of his Son, that through his mediatorial work he
may completely vindicate the holiness and the bind-
ing claims of every precept of the divine law. This
is the work of Christ, to convince men of sin, which
is the transgression of the law, and through his me-
diation to bring them back to the path of obedience.
L The plan of redemption, embracing the good news
of salvation through Christ, was first preached to
It was to him the star of hope, lighting up
the dark and dreaded future. Adani saw that the
promised Redeemer was the only means by which he
could havelife. Theplan of saving sinners has been
thesame in every generation. The patriarchs, proph -
ets, and all the holy men of old, looked forward toa
coming Saviour, in whom they showed their faith by
sacrificial offerings. The blood of animals had
shadowed forth the sinless offering made on Calvary;
but at the crucifixion type met antitype, and the typ-
ical system was done away by the great antitypical
offering. S
Christ is the center of the great plan of redenip-
tion, a plan which 1s a unit, and covers all dispen-
sations. Heis the ¢ Liamb slain from the foundation
He is the Redeemer of the fallen
sons and daughters of Adam in all the ages of human
probation. ¢ Neitheristheresalvation in any other;
for there is none other name under heaven given
among men whereby we must be saved.” ’
The gospel was preached to Adam; Noah, Abra-
ham, and Moses, and was to them good news; for
their faith entbraced a coming Saviowr. A more
clear and glorious light now shinés upon the Chris®
tian world; for that which was faith. to the patri-
archs and prophets who lived before Christ, is assur-
ance to us, ag'we see that Christ hag come just in
the manner that inspired men of ofd had foretold
that he would come. Tt is just as es’s'&ntf?al.that we
have faith in a Redeemer who has come and died our
sacrifice, as it was for thé holy men of old to believe
their typical sacrifices®uf no more so. o
r~ In order to [ullyerealize the vakie of redemption,
it is necessary to undepstand®what it cost, Wn
consequence of linited views of the suiferings®ol
Christ, many place a low estimate on the great wogl
of atonement. They.thiuk that Christ sdffered onl:
a small portion of ‘the penalty of the law of God.
They know ghat the wrath of Gog was felt by i
dear-Son » but they suppose that through &l his

'paintul sufferings he'had the evidence of his Father's

il a Redeemer to come, whom they reprasented by

loveand acceptance, and that the portals of the tomb
before him were iHuminated with bright hope..
There are many whose hearts are n6 more deéply
stirred by the humiliation and death of Christ than
by the death of the martyrs of Jesus. Mauny have
suffered death by slow tortures, and some by cruci-
fixion. Inwhat does the death of God’s dear Son
differ from these? Tt is true that he died npon the
cross a most cruel death’ yet others for his sake
have suffered equally, so far as-bodily torture is con-
cerned.  Why, then, was the suffering of Christ
more dreadful than, that of other persons who have
yielded their lives for his sake? Had his suffering
consisted in bodily pain alone, then his death was no
more painful than that of some of the martyrs ; but
bodily pain was only-a small part of the agony of
the beloved Sou of God as he hung upon the cross,
The sins of the world were upon him, and also the
sense of his Father’s wrath against the sinuer, as he
suffered the penalty of the law. It was these’ that
crushed his divine soul. It was the hiding of his
| Father’s face, a feeling that his own desr Father had
forsaken him as he drank the Gup which the sinner
so richly merited, that brought despair to his soul,
The separation that sin makes between God and
man was fully realized and keenly felt by the innc-
cent, suffering Man of Calvary. He was opprossed
by the powers of darkness, and had not one ray of
light to brighten the future. His mental agony on
this account was so great that man can have but a .
taint coneeptior! of it. .-
In his last confliet, Jesus fels the power of Satan,
who declared himself superior in strength to the:
Son of God. He suggested that*God had disowned
his Son, that he was no longer in the divine favor,
but was now in the hands of his ‘great enemy.
Christ yielded not to the torturing foe, even in his -
bitterest anguish. legions of evil angels were all
about him; yel the holy angels were bidden not to
break their ranks, and engage in. conflict with"
the taunting, reiling adversary, nor were they.per-
mitted to minister to the anguished spirit of the
divine sufferer. It was in this terrible hour of dark=
ness, the face of his Father hidden, legions of evil
angels enshrouding him, the sins of the world upon
him, that from his pale lips were wrenched thvavords,
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”
When the atonement is viewed correctly, when we
realizethe, great price that has been paid to rescue
sinful man from eternal death, the salvation of souls
wiill be felt to be of infinite value, In comparisop
with the worth of everlasting life, everything else
sinkg into insignificance. But how have the coun”
sels of our loving Saviour been despised, In many
cases the heart’s devotions are given to the world,
and -selfish interests have closed the deor against
‘the Son of God.  Hoellow hypocrisy and pride, self-
ishness and love of gain, -envy; malice, and passion,
‘have so filled thevheart that. Christ can have. no:
room. N ‘ o R
" We should take lfrger, broader? and deeper views
of the lit¢, sufferings, and death*of the Son af Gody
He was ete¥nally vich ; yet for our sakes he became’
poor, that we thrqugh jis poverty. might be mades
rich. He wasvclothed with,light atd glory, dur:
rounded with hosts of heavenly angels waiting to.

.

execute his commands ; yet he pu&o’,r; our natarey:
Yand came‘bo sqg'our‘n dmong sigpful rhen, -
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BIBLE ECHO AND SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Voi. 2, No. 1.

- ¢Behold what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons
of God.” Here i3 love that no language can ex-
press, the love of the Iather and the Son, which
should thrill our souls, and fill them with gratitude,
and love, and joy. * Beloved, now are-we thesons of
God, and it docth not yet appear what we shall be ;
but we know that; when he shall appear, we shall
be like him ; for we shall see him as he is. And
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth him-
self, even as he is pure.” The followers of Christ
shounld learn here to reflect in some degree the divine
love that has been manifested toward them, and by
and by they may unite with the redeemed host in
ascribing ¢ Blessing, and honor, and glory, and
power unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Liamb forever and ever.”

<
G

The Coming of the Lord.

“Onr God shall come, and shall not keep silence; a fire shall de-
vonr before him, and it shall be very tempestuons round about him-
He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the carth, that he
may judge his people. Gather my :aints together unto me; those
that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice. And the heavens
shall declare his r'ghteousness; for Gol is judge himself.” Ps, 501 3-6.

W stand on the eve of one of the greatest events
the world has ever witnessed. Signs are multiplying
oneverysideof us, compared with which there has been
no pavallel, either in the history of the church or the
worll.  One of the greatest changes to both hangs
upon this -great event. It is the coming of the

- Lord Jesus Christ the second time in power and
glory, to bring all things into subjection to him-
self, and to he “King of kings and Lord of lords.”
Lct us see what the psalmist says of this event in
the passage under consideration.

The first word is a striking one—*Our God.”
Tt ig the family word. None but the child can use
it. That child is one of the family, He is related
to his heavenly Father. He has been redeemed and
brought nigh by the blood of Christ. He is in the
bonds of the everlasting covenant. He is a joint
heir with Christ. He can look up, and say, “My
beloved is mine, and I am his.” He will be able
to say with joy, when the Lord shall descend from
heaven in flaming fire, “Lio, this is our God; we
have waited for him, and he will save us; this is

. the Lord; we have waited for him, we will be glad
and rejoice in his salvation.” Tsa. 25:9. Yes, it
is the family word. He who now puts into our lips
the sweet words, “Qur Father,” enables us ta look
forward to that solemn hour, and say, ¢ Owr God.”

A SOLEMN SCENE.

We are about to meditate on a solemn seene—
God coming down to this earth as a devouring fire,
with storms and tempests raging around him. OQh
how necessary to be able to say, before we gaze up-
on it, “OQur God.” What will it be if we cannot
say. “Our God?” With what feelings of terror and
alarm must it be viewed unless we can say, in pros-
pect, “Our God!” Make sure of this, reader, be-
foré you go one step further. Only this can malke
you cabru in the prospect, and in the reality when it

. comes, to be able to say, “Our God.” Therefore it
is that the Holy Spirit puts this little word first,
on which we may dwell earnestly, soberly, search-
ingly, before we proceed to that which follows.

‘What are to be the heralds of his coming? A
fire shall devour before him; and it shall be very
tempestuous round about him.” Here, again, the
Holy Spirit confirms this testimony by St. Paul:
“And to you who are troubled, rest with us, when
the Liord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with
his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance
on them that know not God, and that obey not the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be pun-
ished with everlasting destruction from the presence
of the Luord, and from the glory of his power.” 2
Thess. 1:7-9.  Yes; from one end of Christendom
to the other, one piercing cry shall rend the heavens:
Ye rocks and mountains, “fzll on us, and hide us
from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Liamb.,” Rev. 6:16. The
entreaty, earnest and lond, will then be heard from
many a lip that now scorns the preaching of the

evoss: ¢ Lord, Lord, open to us,” but “too late.”
It shall be “wery tempestuous.” The nations shall
be at their wits’ end. The ties of nature and of
society shall be set at naught. A few will lift up
their heads in that universal wreck, and look calm
and joyful; for they know that their redemption is
nigh, that their hour'of triumph is at hand. .Oh, to
stand among that little band in that awful hour, and
be able to say, < Our God!”

But what will the Lord do then? ¢“He shall call
to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he
may judge his people.” The Spirit of God confirms
this testimony by St. Paul: « For this we say unto
you by the word of the Lord, that we which are
alive and remain unto the coming of the Liord shall
not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God ; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Liord
in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
1 Thess. 4:15-17. At that time all the saints of
God shall rise together at one and the same summons
from on high, “and so shall we ever be with the
Lord.” “Hver with the Lord!” Oh! the joy of
these words! - Here thought fails. The lips falter.
The mind is dazed. THternity alone can tell their
depth. . We wait to sound their meaning. Who
would not say, in such a world of sin, and sorrow,
and death as this, “Come, Lord Jesus, come
quickly !” . .

But mark the psalmist’s words. Who are they
that ave called? ¢ Gather my saints together unto
me.” What an expressive word—*“my saints!”
How the Lord appropriates them as his own! “They
shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts,in that day
when I make up my jewels.” What precious words
—“my saints,” “my jewels!” What sinful, erring
creatures are we! How do we daily and hourly pro-
voke the Lord who loves us! What naughty chil-
dren the Lord has to manage! Tow he may say of
us, as Moses said of Israel, “Ye have been rebellious
against the Lord since the day that I knew you;”
and yet, “my saints!” “my jewels!” Oh, what
grace! what wondrous love !

THE SAINTS GATHERED.

But mark another word here, “ Gather my saints.”
“He shall gather the lambs in his arms.” He shall
gather them as a shepherd his sheep in the hour of
weakness and danger—the weak ones, the nervous
ones, those who start at a shadow, and tremble at
the fluttering of a leaf., They shall not be weak or
nervous then. The frail body shall be dropped for-
ever, and they shall be clasped in an embrace such as
they have never known on the earth, to a bosom of
infinite love.

But mark another word here, < Gather my saints
together.” It is the family meeting. It isthe grand
reunion. It is the grand assembly. We shall not
rise to meet the Lord individually—in isolations.
Weshall be gathered together. So the apostle speaks
of our “gathering together unto him.” And again,
“We which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
i the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
No more séparations ! One mind, one heart, one joy,
one glad meeting, without the shadow of a farewell
greeting ever darkening its shores! What heart
does not bound at the thought !

But marlk yet one word more, the sweetest of all,
“unto Me.” Ah! what would all the others be
without this? Nothing; nothing ! The foam, the
dust, the shadow, the air! What would that
meeting be without Jesus? Whatis any meeting
without him? With hig name every song is sweet.
In his smile, every countenance is bright. Tvery
cliord of the golden harps will vibrate with his
praise. Iivery voice will be vocal with his name.
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus l—through eternity.  For this
the Lord himself prays: «Father, T will that they
also whom thou hast ‘given me, be with me where I
am, that they may behold my glory.” Love can
only be satisfied with the presence of its object

So with the Saviour. He longs for us, He waits
for us. We must be with him,

A COVENANT OF SACRIFICE.

But who are these thus gathered? Mark it well,
reader: “Those who have made & covenant with me
by sacrifice.” They are those who have laid them-
selves and their earthly substance an offering on
God’s altar ; who have honored God with their sub-
stance, instead of serving themselves and the world;
who have not vainly tried to serve God and mam-
mon, but have joyfully sacrificed their earthly goods
for the cause of their Redeemer. And they have
made a covenant with God through the sacrifice of
the Lord Jesus Christ. They are the blood-bought
ones. They are those who have cast themselves—
all sin and guilt, helpless and undone—on the fin—
ished work of the Lord Jesus. They are those who
ery from the depths of their hearts:—

“Other refuge have I none;
Hangs my helpless soul on thee.”

Reader, have you done this? If you have not,
then you are not in that covenans. And if you are
not n that covenant now, can you think of that
meeting?  You may hide this sad picture from your
conscience, or, worse than all, charge your sin on
God by a series of excuses. But it will not avail
then., Mark the next verse: “The heavens-shall
declare his righteousness, for God is judge himself.”
His righteous dealings will then be acknowledged by
every lip, and be felt by every heart. Kven the
wicked will be compelled to own it. And not only
s0, but righteousness shall be written on everything,
as it never has been yet.- And why?—¢For God
is judge himself.” He shall be judge in the earth,
and the result will be righteous judgment. Mis-
rule, injustice, oppression, will all end then. ‘“Right-
eousness shall cover the earth as the waters cover
the sea.”

And what is the practical lesson from all this, for
the world, as ‘well ag for God’s people? There is
a word for each one at the close of this chapter:
«Ye that forget God, consider this.” Unconverted
reader, weigh it well, lest God “ tear thee in pieces.”
The day is at hand. Consider. Fly to Jesus.
He is your only hope. Out of him you are not safe
for a moment. Be warned, and haste to the refuge.
Christian, “order your conversation,” or citizenship,
“aright.” Aim to glorify Jesus, Tiet his praise
fill your heart. Let his image be clearly, decidedly,
unmistakably written on every act of your life.
Be whole-hearted for Christ. Iver remember his
precious words of promise and of admonition: ¢Be-
hold, I come quickly; hold that fast which thou
hast, that no man take thy crown.” Rev. 8:11.

“(Qh, that each in the day
Of his coming may say,
I have fought my way through ;
I have finished the work thou didst give me to do.

¢ (Qh, that each from his Lord
May receive the glad word :
Well and faithfully done; R
Enter into my joy, and sit down in my throne.” -

—_—————

As an objection against the seventh-day Sabbath,
it is often urged that it is Jewish; that it‘wasa’
part of the old Jewish covenant, and is done away
in, connection with the regt of the old covenant.
Then the claim is put forth that the Sabbath for
the mnew covenant is the first day of the week.
Without stopping at this time to diseuss the question
as to whether the seventh-day Sabbath comprised a
part of the old covenant, it is pertinent to inqnire
whether the new covenant and its so-called Christian
Sabbath are any less Jewish than were the old.
Jer. 31:81 records the promise of*the new covenant,
and that promise reads thus: “Behold, the days
come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new cove-
nant with the house of Israel, and with the house of
Judah.”  According to this promise, the new cove-
nant was to be made with the very same people with
whom the old covenant was made. If one was Jewish,
s0 is the other. Please bear this in mind when ap-
plying the term “Jewish” to the Sabbath of the
fourth commandment.
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BIBLE ECHO AND SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

The Fruits of Union with Christ.

«TuAT the righteousness of the law might be ful-

» filled in ug, who walk not after the flesh, but after|

the Spirit.” See Rom. 8 :1-4.

I now want to direct your attention to the fruits
of this union, the law fulfilled in us. What does it
mean?! ‘

In the first place T want just to say two or three
words about law in the abstract. There seems to
be an awful misconception of the apostle’s writings
respecting the law, caused by wresting and misapply-
ing what he says on justification by faith. People
) should bear in mind that much of .this epistle and
. some others were written on purpose to meet the ex-
- treme legal notions of the Jews, who had no other

‘idea of righteoustess than that of their own efforts
to keep the law (Rom, 9 :31), and that therefore the
apostle was bound, as any other writer would be
" under such circumstances, to put the extreme view
‘on the other side. Many, not considering this, sep-
arate these passages from their explanatory connec-
tions, and from all the rest of the word of God, and
preaeh now-a~days that we have nothing to do with
- the law. Hence there has come to be a spirit of
antinomianism abroad in the land, compared with
~which the antinomianism of bygone ages was inno-
cency itself. God helping me, I shall never cease
“to Iift up my voice against it.
Now, please, first note that there is, in this writ-
ing, t‘l“xlng, and singing about the law a great deal
" of mental fog and confusion. People should be
very careful, “When they come to such matters as
these, to be clear in their own minds as to what the
“apostle is writing about; but I find frequently in
sach writings and songs a total misapprehension as
to the meaning of the apostle, and atotal confound-
ving the moral with the ceremonial law. Now always®
mind, when you read anything about the lawsto ex-
amine, and find out which law is meant, whether it
is the great moral law, which never has been and
never can be abrogated, or the ceremonial law, which’
certainly was done away in Christ. - Mind which,

because your salvation may depend upon that point. |

It you make a mistake there, you may be lost
_through it; therefore be very careful. - Now I say
that people confound this, and consequently there is
a perfect hodge-podge of theology in this day, which
T defy anybody to understand. People do not
know what they are to believe. As a gentleman
said not long ago, it is confusion confounded. . «I
go to one meeting,” said he,* and hear this, and then
T go to another meeting and hear that; and very
often, in the very same meeting, the speakers w1ll
get up and flail J contradict each other!”

“Exactly, gaid,- “ but you have ‘the Bible.
Why don't you study that for yourself? Why not
use your own common sense? Why not let your
“your eonscience speak?”

“But,” said he, “why do not our ministers do it?”

., “Because,” I replied, ““ many of them do not know
themselves. Let your conscience speak, and God
will not let you go wrong.” :

It is an bonest heart that people want, and then
they will get the light. People sing about the
law, talk about the law, and glory in heing free
antinomian spirit,
ag far from anythmg P‘Lul ever wrote or
meant as hell is from leaven. Oh, it 18 a
bad sign when people are out of love with the law of
God ! David made his boast in the law of his

God ; he meditated on it by day and by night, and|

its precepts were his delight ; le loved it with all
his soul. And so did David’s Son; and he is too
much in love with his Father’s law and will to hold
fellowsth with anybody that does not love it. As
‘he said to the Jews: «“He that is of God heareth
God's words; ye therefore hear them not because ye
are not of God,” and again, of his disciples: *“ForI
have given unto them the words which thou gavest
me.”. 8o, mind, if you do not love the words, the
expxeswm of the will of God, you do not love God;
and if you do not love the Father neither do you
love the Son. This is the very accusation which he
brouwht against the Jews, that they had made void !

7

P <T just spread it out before the Lord !”

]

his Father's law. Let us mind, then, the digtinction
always made between the ceremonial and the great
moral law.

In the second place I want you to note that when
you have ascertained that the apostle is speaking of
the moral law, and he appears to gspeak disparagingly
of it, he is always referring to its inability to justify
a sinner or to produce spiritual life.  This, he says,
it could mnot do; but he never speaks disparagingly
of it as a gulde and standard of spiritual life after
it 7s given. Noj he goes back to it as the only
standard, and so dld Jesus Christ. They contin-
ually refer to the law as the highest expression of
the holiness and righteousness of God, and as the
standard by which we are to set our consciences.
What other standard have we but the law? How
am I to judge of my thoughts, words, and actions
but by the law? Where has Jesus Christ given me
any other gauge? And if people would but read on,
and let the apostle explain himself, they would un-
derstand him better, and not get into such tangle-
ments and mazes!

Paul is most careful to guard agalnst the anti-
nomian conclusions which he saw might be drawn
from isolated parts of his writings. Ie says, “Do
we then make void the law through faith? God for-
bid; yea, we establish the low.” And again,
“Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandinent
holy, and just, and good.” And when he says that
to them that are without law he became as without
law, he guards himself by a parenthesis,—* Being
not without law to God, but under the law to Christ.”
That is, under the great universal law of love, which
fulfills all other law; for “love is the fulfilling of
the law.” Love is the very spirit and essence of
the law. The law is to me the highest expression
of what I ought to be, in my relation to my Creator
and in my relationsto my fellow-creatures. Now,
can what ought to be ever be abrogated? Does it
stand to reason? Can the righteousness of
things ever be altered?  Can God ever make
two and two five, and can God make evil
good and good evil? He ¢an make an evil person
good by saving him. from the evil and making him
goud; but God cannot make evil itself good, and
good evil, and he never professes to do w.—Mrs.
Booth. :

e
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There’s the Lord’s

Answer.

Maxy years ago, when in my country charge, I
returned one afternoon from a funeral, fatigued with
the day’s work. As I neared my stable door,
I felt a strange prompting to visit a poor
widow, who, with her invalid daughter, lived in
a lonely cottage in an outlying part of the parish.

. My natural reluctance to make another visit was
overcome by a feeling which I could not resist, and
I'turned my horse’s head toward the cottage. I

I was thinking only of the widow’s spiritual needs;

but when I reached her little house, T was struck
with its look of unwonted bareness and poverty.
After putting a little money into her hand, I began
to-inquire into their circumstancés, and found that
their supplies had been utterly exhausted since the
night before. I asked them what they had done.
“«Did
you, tell your case to any friend?” ¢ Oh, no sir,
naebody kens but himsel’ and me! I kent he would
no forget; but I didna ken hoo he wad help me till
I saw you come riding over the brae, and then I
said, ¢ There’s the Lord’s answer ' ”
has the recollection of this incident encouraged me
to trust in the loving care of my heavenly Father.
—New Testament Anecdotes.
e .

Evizam would be called a erank, and John the
Baptist a lunatic, it they should appear now and
denounce popular vices as they did in their own
times. It is so in every age. The true prophet is
never a universal favorite, and the temptation to
faithlessness. is therefore very great. And yet no
worse woe can befall the human race than” a false
prophet. A sneaking pulpit is an offense in the

sight of” God, and:a curse to mankind.— Western |

Christian Advocate.

Many a time

Repehtaneo.

Witiour repentance there is no remission of sins.
He who wishes to be saved, must confess his sins,
and do the work of repentance.  To confess sins is
to know evils, to see them in himself, to acknowl-
edge them, to make himself guilty, and to ¢condemn
himself on account of them. When this is done
before God, it constitutes the confession of sins.
To_do the work of repentance is to desist from
sins when he has thus confessed them, and from a
humble heart has made supplication about remis-
sion; and further, to lead a new life according to the
precepts of faith.

He who only acknowledges universally that he is
a sinuer, and makes himself guilty of all evils, and
does not explore himself, that is, see his sing, makes-
confession, but not the confession of repentance;
for he lives afterward as before.  He who lives the
life of faith, does daily the work of repentance;
for he reflects upon the evils appertaining to him-
self, acknowledges them, shuns them, and suppli-
cates the Lord for aid. For man of himself is con-
tinually lapsing, but is continually raised up by the
Lord. He lapses of himself when he wills-to think
evil, and is raised up by the Lord when he vesists
evil, and hence does it not.

The work of repentance which is done in a free
state, is of avail; but that which is done in a state
of compulsion, is of no avail. A state of compul-
sion is a state of sickness, a state of dejection of
mind in consequence of misfortune, a state of
imminent death; in a word, it is every state of fear
which takes away the use of sound reason. He who
is evil, and in astate of compulsion promises repent-'
ance and also does good, when he comes into a free
state returns unto his former life of evil. The
case is otherwise with a good man, .the above states
being to him states of temptation in which he con-
quers.—Arcana Celestia.

- e—————
«I Did Steal That Sheep.”

A wriTER in the Baptist Weekly retells this old
story of the practical shrewdness of an old minister
| named Amasa Brown: ¢“A member of the church

charged another with stealing a sheep. The culprit
denied the charge. Both were men of influence.
The church was divided. A council was called, and
Mr. Brown was there. There were no witnesses,
except as to character. It was the word of one man
against the word of another man. One was a
slanderer, or the other was a thief. Elder Brown
suggested a most extraordinary measure to elicit the
facts in the case. He called the two men to the
rostrum, before the pulpit, and directed the man who
made the charge to engage in prayer—and requested
the audience and council to look at his face while
he was praying. He made an earnest prayer. He
appealed to the Lord as one who knew the charge
was true. Then the other was called on to follow.
He made a regular prayer for the church, the pastor,
etc., and said: ‘As touching the matter of the
sheep, O Lord—a-hum; as to tonching—touching
this-ah’—when he gprang to his feet, and exclaimed,
‘Brethren, I cannot pray. I did steal that sheep !’
So the matter was settled.”

|

CoNsScIENCE expresses the instinctive sense of
obligation to moral law, This law was not enacted
and is not reversible by the human will; it is im-
posed by an authority outside of ourselves. The in-
I'stinct of obligation is active when we are separated
from all human government and society; we cannot
imagine ourselves to obliterate this obligation by
the obliteration of all finite beings; we know that
we must answer to a Power outside of ourselves.
In the nature of things this implies that the Power
to which we are answerable knows what we do and
what we ought to do; approves the right and disap-
proves the wrong, and has’ the power and purpose
to reward us accordmg to our .character and con-~
duct. ‘

el
-~

PripE goeth before destrietion.
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YEAR UNTO YEAR.

A8 year unto year is added,
God’s promises seem more fair,
The glory of life eternal,

The rest that mmalneth there ;
The peace, like a broad, deep river
That never will cease to flow;
The perfect, divine completeness
That the finite never know.

As year unto year is added,
God’s purposes seem more plain,
We follow a thread in fancy,
Then catch and lose it again ;
But we see far on in the future
- A rounded, perfected bliss;
And what are the waysicde shadows,
If the way but lead to this?

Ag year unto year is added,
And the twilight of life shall fall,
May we grow to be more like Jesus,
More tender and true to all,
More patient in trial, more loving,
More eager his truth to know,
In the early paths of his choosing
More willing in faith to go.
—iSel.
[ N —

Have the King’s Messengers a Claim on Us?

* Tux means provided by churches to defray the
‘expense of preaching the gospel have been so used,
iand preaching has so become a recognized profession,
‘involving a professional style of living, dress, speak-
‘ing, and thinking,—a profession that is adopted like
-any other by members of families looking for a ““re-
:spectable’” position in the world,—that many have
“been led to discountenance any ox'ganized means of
‘supporting the teachers of God’s. word, and go to
‘the extreme of supposing them, so far as scriptural
‘authority is concerned, totally dependent on the
.charity and good-will of those among whom they
labor. They take the principle, “Freely ye have
. received, freely give,” as the only binding rule by

~which they are to support the gospel of our Liord.
This view 1s held by many even who profess to have
'no other authority for their conduct than the Script-
Jures.

People have become so unaccustomed to the re-
‘straint imposed by expressed law and necessarily
‘implied conditions that in the present age men feel
‘under little obligation: to keep any law except that
iof the land; they claim that such obligation is op-
‘posed to the spirit of the Christian religion, whether

- :the design of the law be to regulate our duty te

:God or our fellow-men. This “idea has not only
‘tended to weaken the claims of the law of God, but
‘also to lessen the feeling of individual responsibility
:which each mentber of the church should have in the
E%plead of the gospel message.

i There is no part of the work of saving souls that
‘is more important thanthat of the minister. “Who-
;soever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
) saved ” says the inspired word. And the apostle
;Pa,ul asks, “How then shall they call on him in
.whom they have not believed? and how shall they
‘believe in him of whom they have not heard? and
‘how shall they hear without a preacher? The im-
portance of the work of preaching the gospel is here
‘sot forth, and is it reasonable to suppose that this
iwork has been left unprovided for by Him who
.commanded the gospel to be preached to every
‘creature?
i 'We have not to go to Moses to find what that
provision is. We will go back to the ancestor of
that family of which we are members if we hold fast
‘the beginning of our confidence. We will go to our
ifather Abraham; and how much of what is noble in
human nature and in faith is illustrated by the sim-
‘plicity and dignity of his character, the beauty of
‘hig family life, the strength of his faith, and his
~ fidelity toward Grod. What a noble character for the
_ ‘founder of a family whose object is to keep alive a
knowledge of God among men. That there is an
jobligation on us to keep up the prestige and name
lof the house is cheerfully acknowledged by all who
:flpprecmte the honor of such an old and respected
anoestry,—respected by both men and angels,

An incident in the life of one of the ancestors of
this house was recorded, and has been preserved
through the long intervening ages, evidently for a
definite purpose, as is suggested by an allusion to it
that is full of meaning, and has an- application to a
terrible period in the world’s history. Itis descrip-
tive of the last days of the people of God on "this
earth during the final struggle against Satan. The
prophet says: Alas! for that day is great, so that
none is like it. It is even the time of Jacob’s
trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.” Jer, 30:

7. From this we infer that Jacob was a represent-

ative of the people of God in the last days.

Turn to Genesis, and rvead the history of Jacob,
how he cheated his brother Isau, and had to ﬂee
from his home and country for his life. In a dream

he saw the glory of God, and received the divine

blessing. “And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If
God will be with me, and will keep me in this way
that I go, and will give me biead to eat, and rainent
to put on, 8o that I come again to my father’s house
in peace, then shall the Lord be my God;” *“and of
all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the
tenth unto thee.”

After long years of service, in which he had seen
much of trouble and anxiety, Jacob yearned to see
his brother once more, and to make amends for the
wrong he had done him. He started; but hearing
that his brother was coming to meet him at the
head of a band of armed men, he was again afraid,
and prayed earnestly. He remembered the promise
that God made to him; and we wonld also presume
that he had remembered his vow, and could there-
forve besure that God would answer his prayer. I

will pay thee my vows,” says the psalmist, *which
my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken,
when T was in trouble And no doubt Jacob was
not less faithfal. :

If this event in-the life of Jacob typefies a trial
through which the people of God will have to pass,
ought we not to befaithful to his vow, sinee he rep-
1esented a house of which we are members, and is
moreover the father of the twelve tribes, of which
are we? He has bequeathed the honors of his house,
with all the wealth of blessings attendant upon the
divine promises, to his descendants. And shall we
disregard our obligations while the work of the Lord
is as much as ever in need of means for its support;
for “How can they preach, except they be sent?”

The Lord is not as we that Le should want any-
thing, The earth is his, and the fulluess thereof;
but he allows us to claim by far the greater part,
either for our own necessities, or that we may minis-
ter to the necessities of others. But that those whom'

“he has sent to proclaim his law and gospel should

not be dependent on charity, he has retained a part
for his own work, that there may be meat in his
house.

It is possible that Jacob, at the time he made his
vow, was conscious of past remissness in regard to
his duty to God as well as to his neighbor; and he
acknowledged his sins, and repented toward God.
These things were written for our admonition upon
whom the ends of the ages are come; “wherefore
let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall.”
member enough to depress us, and to cause us to
realize our unworthiness; but what will be our feel-
ings of despair, if, after all our self-denial and our
prayers to God to bless our work, we find that we
have hindered the message that might have warned
thousands, and that their blood is upon our head?
We shall then feel that as Judas sold his Lord, so
have we sold our fellow-men for a few pieces of
silver and a hittle gold; that as the Jews robbed
God in tithes and offerings, so have we retained that
which was not ours, and lost the blessing that the
heavens were ready to pour out. Then let us now,

“while it is possible, remember Jacob’s vow, that in

the day of his trouble we may be saved ; for as the
seventh day, the Sabbath, is the Lord’s, so is the
tenth also. Marnaoni,

«
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“ Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with
the firstfruits of all thine increase,”

In the day of Jacol’s trouble we shall re-|.

Roman Aggression and Protestant Apathy.

Or all the great evils that exist in the land, there
seems to be none toward which the Ameriean people
exhibit such apathy and perfect indifference as the
insidious and rapid encroachments of Romanism.
Although they cannot shut their eyes to the fact
that this sect always has been the uncompromising
enemy of religious and civil liberty, and that their
leaders still claim that they never change, yet by
some strange infatuation business men, and politi-
cians especially, seem to vie with each other in their
efforts to court the favor and to yield to all the de-
mands of this sect, which they- should know is en-
deavoring to destroy us as a free people.

The man who found a viper benumbed, cold and
stiff, and put it in his bosom to warm it to life, and
as it revived it stung Lim to death, acted just as con-
sistently and as suicidally as those who so readily
yield to the demands and seek the favor of Roman-
ism. The fact is, we are warming to life a veritable
viper, whose ultunate aim is to sting to death the
life and liberties of this nation. The rum power is

bad enough—a great and terrible evil, causing un-

told misery and desolation, and ﬁlling grave-yards

with its victims—yet I think it would not lay vio-

lent hands on our Constitution and trail our banner

in the dust at the feet of foreign despots. DBut
Romanism would do this to-duy if it had the power.

It first blindfolds its victims, then robs them and

leads them deluded to eternal destruction under a

cloak of religion. And this is'the principle that
Protestant Americans are fostering and apologizing

for, in order to gain office, or a few dollars in trade,

ete., like Ksan, who sold his birthright for a mess of

pottage; yea, worse, for he only injured himself;

but these persons deliberately sell our blood-bought
liberties for all time, for mere sordid gain and per-
sonal ambition.

Is it not wonderful, astonishing, and even shame-
ful to sée governors, legislators, judges, merchants,
and business men, even down to the humblest citi-
zen, cringing at the feet of Rome’s hirelings—the
priests—as if anxious to do their bidding, and awed
into submission to their will by the crack of that
terrible weapon, the boycott lash, which they keep
constantly twirling over their heads Merchants
want their trade and politicians their votes, therefore
they keep very quiet and don’t say anything to dis-
turb them.

O ye Protestants of America, will ye never
awake to your danger till your liberties are taken
from you, and only here and there one, like Father
O'Connor, to raise hig voice against this usurpation
of the priests of Rome, while there is not a nation
on earth where Romanism bears rule that has the
least semblance of civil and religious liberty. It
would seem as if Protestant Americans are bent on
their own destruction. May God have merey on us,
and save us from this terrible apathy before it is too
late, is my prayer.—R. T., in Converted Catholic.

——————————

Dr. Brmcaer, in his “Conflict of Ages,”
speaking of the pogular theory of eternal pumsh—
ment, said: “It involves God, his whole administra-
tion, and his eternal kingdom in the deepest dishonor
that the mind of man or angel can conceive. The
human mind cannot be held back from abhorring
such a theory, except by the most unnatural violence
to its divinely inspired convictions of. right.” In
just the same way have many others reasoned, as
well as Dr. Beecher., No wonder that even the
little child, when told by its mother of an eternally
burning hell, said, “I wish I had never been born!”
Thank Heaven that so revolting a sentiment is
purely human and wholly unscriptural. The great
and godly Dr. Vinet once observed that ‘“even now,
after eighteen centuries of gospel light, we are prob-
ably involved in some enormous error, of which
Christianity will, at some future time, make us
ashamed.” The doctrine of eternal woe is just such
an “enormonus error;” and many thoughtful persons

'are beginning to be ashamed of it.
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The Power of the Spirit.

It may be truly affirmed that no church and no
person is really a Christian unless the Holy Spirit
is present with him. A so-called church may be a
social club, a place for a dress-parade every fine Sab-
bath day, or a stagnant pool, breeding malaria and
producing death ; “but it never can, inn any proper

- sense, be called a ‘Christian church, And $o a per-
gon mayhave thename of a Christian, may go through
the form of worship, subscribe to the creed, and
have the semblance of a Clristian; but he is only
as the skelebon without life ; he hag ““a name tolive,”
Yut he is dead. Chmtmntty is either a divine,
?pmtual system, or it is nothing atall. The moment
it sinks to the level of any of the conditions referred
to, it is shorn of all its moral power, and it becomes
weak and powerless to clevate and save men.

Never has there been a period when the church
‘needed to understand and feel this more than the
" present. We have been trusting too much to ma-
terial and visible agencies. Fine churches, splen-
did rituals, operatic music, social entertainments,
worldly plans and schemes, have entered largely into
all our ideas of church growth and prosperity. And
a church has been thought to be prosperous which
has all these outward signs, and could boast, in addi-
‘tion, a popular minister and a crowded house.

But in the midst of all these things, vital godli-
ness has declined ; coldness, deadness, indifference
* to divine things, corruptions, peculation, frand, and
other fearful developments of depravity, have been
manifesting themselves; and, in multitudes of in-
stances, instead of the church conquering-the world,
the world has .conquered the church. At first, it
came in very meekly and with hat in hand, asking

,‘Permission only to stand in the vestibule ; but it soon
marched up the middle aisle, demanding recogmtlon
~ and, finally, it has come up to the altar and the pul-
. pit, and laid one hand upon the sanctity of the altar,
and the other upon the very wiouth of those who have
professed to be God’s ministers. And in too many
churches, mammon, and faghion, and covetousness,
and false ambition, and pride, and sensuality, sit en-
throned, and Christ is banished from its courts. We
are often found boasting of numbers, of wealth, of
educational enterprises, while there is paralysis at
the heart, and death is brooding over the form.

It is more than useless for us to attempt to con-
ceal from ourselves the actual condition of many
churches among us—of every creed ‘and of every
name. What, then, shall we do? We cannot re-
main stationary, We must either awake and arise,
or this downward, deathward tendency will alarm-
ingly increase. If, then, there is to be improvement,
we wmust come back to the jirst principles. We
must recognize the fact that the spiritual element
in the church is the only source of its power and
success, © This will apply to the ministry, the mem-
bership, and the services of the chureh. It may be
well to ask right here, for what purpose does the
church exist in this world? What does its great
Head propose by its organization? - What are its
“true character and work? There can be only one
general answer to these inquiries, namely:
church exists only as a soul-sawing instituiion.
This is what Christ designed it should be, and this
is the purpose of all its agencies and instrumentali-
ties. If it ceases to be this, it is a failure. It has
been well said by a powerful writer: “When the
power of reclaiming the lost dies out of the church,
it ceases to be the cliurch, It may remain a useful
institution, though it is most likely to become an
immoral and mischievous one.  While this power
remains there, whatever is wanting, it may still be
said that ‘the tabernaele ol God is with men.””

In order to save souls, there must be spultual
power. And there is no spiritual power in mere
material or physical agencies, nor in anything that
is merely human. Spiritual power is supernatural,
~Superhum‘an, superangelical ; it Is divine in its ori-
gin and manifestations. It may be directly em-
ployed upon the soul by the Holy Spirit, or he may
act, as e often does, through human agencies, and
give wondrous efficiency to feeble instrumentalities.

The.

{

The ministry of the church must be a spiritual min-
istry—learned, talented, eloquent it may be, and
perhaps more or less, should be, but spiritual it must
be. It has no other work or function but soul-
saving, and the du‘mes and responsibilities connected
therewith.

A living church will produce hosts of laborers,
who, in the faniily, in the shop, on the farm, in the
place of business, on the highway, in the lanes and
alleys, in the slums and saloons—in a word, every-
whele, will tell the “old, old story of Jesus and his
love.,” And thus our COlllI).’lllIlltles and our nation
may be saved, elevated, purified, ennobled, and ex-
alted. Not only so, the whole world will feel the
power of such a chuvch, through its missionaries,
evangelists, and Chnstlan workers, male and
female.—ZL. R. Dunn, in Guide to Holiness.

————
A Blhle-Readlng

FROM SCRIPTURD% REVISED AND SUI'IDD TO THE
THEORY OF AN'I:INOMIANS.

1. Dip Christ destroy the law?

Ans. Think not that I am come to teach the law
or the prophets: I am not come to teack, but to de-
stroy. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle of the law shall in no
wise remain in force. Whosoever therefore shall
keep one of these least commandments, and shall
teach men so, he shall be called the least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall break them,
and teach others to do the same, Le shall be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. Matt, 5:17-19..

2. What prophecy of Christ shows that he would
do this work? "

Ans. The Lord is well pleasecl for his righteous-
ness' sake; he will destroy the law and make it dis-
honorable. Tsa. 42:21,

3. Did Paul teach that the law was in force in
the gospel age?

Ans. Do we then establish the law through
faith? God forbid: yea we make void the law.
Rom 3:81.

4, How did Paul feel toward the law of God?

Ans. T abhor the law of God after the inward
man. Rom. 7:22.

5. How may we now show our love to God?

Ans. For this is the love of God, that we reject

i his commandments; for his commandments are very

grievous. 1 John 5:3.

6. To what conclusion do these answers lead us?

Ans., We would conclude  that the law of God
is abolished, and has no further claims upon- us.

7. Are the texts quoted correctly?

Ans. No ; the Bible texts read just the reverse.

8. Then is not your condusmn just the reverse of
Bible truth? ;

Ans. Tt is. - R. S. Owenx.

* Liet the reader carefully examine the texts re-
ferred to in this reading. By so doing he can better
appreciate the truth upon the subject of the law in
the New Testament. The texts cited, are quoted
just as they ought to have been written, if the law
1s'not in force in the Christian dispensation.—Ep.

—— et
God’s Word.

It is a singular mistake to suppose that the sin
of the Pharisees and scribes was in clinging to the
law without ““progress” in its mterpretatlon Their
condemnation by our Lord was on the Oround that
they “uiade void the law’ by their tr aditions.” That
is to say, they had discerned 80 much “new light
breaking forth out of God’s word,” and had piled it
up in such Talmudic heaps on the pure and simple
Old Testaruent as to hide and quench it. It is pre-
cisely what so many “free” and “liberal” souls who
have out-grown the gospel, are doing to-day. They
are substituting comuientary for Seripture, supersed-
ing the commandments of God by the traditions of
men.  The Pharisee was accursed,

thought he could improve upon the Bible. And the
very last warning of the New Testament is, <“If any
man shall add unto these things, God shall add un-
to him the plagues that are wutten in.this book.”—
Christian Intellig gencer.

because he |

The Omission of Law-Preaching.

Presmorst Finvey taught that the grace of the
gospel is equal to the demands of the law; but the
pretty general impression is that grace lias cxpunged
vhosedemands, and that moral government and moral
probation consist in gospel opportunities of getting
good to omselves, and not believing so as to grasp
and enjoy it is about the wholeof sin. The omission
of law-preaching—I do not mean the preaching of
law penalty, but of law precept—strongly favors this
impression. And therefore gospel grace is an un-
appreciated and despised thing to multitudes, because
the reason for grace in the precept (as well as the
penalty) of the 1aw I3 a thing unnoticed and unknown,
So, as to penalty, the doctrine of mercy is lifeless
when the terrific reality of divine justice is conceded,
vindicating his teaching about grace.

Mr. aney said : «Let the law be exalted. Let
it be magnified, and made honorable. Let it be
shown to be strict, and pure, and perfect as its Author;
spread out its claims over the whole field of human
and angelic accountability; carry it like a Dblaze of
tire to the deepest recesses of every human heart;
exalt it as high as heaven, aud thunder its authority
t0 the depths of hell; stretch out its lines upon the
universe of mind ; and lct it, as it well may, thun-.
der death and terrible danination against every kind
and degree of iniquity. Yet let it be remembered
forever that the grace of the gospel is co-extensive
with the claims of the law.” Then, and therefore, as
a conversion-worker and as a seminary instructor, he
exalted Christ. No man more,

* Is not this divive philosophy sadlyignored? How
did Christ preface his discourse to Nicodemus about .
the love-of God in the gift of his Son ?—With the
doctrine, “ Verily, verily, ye must be born again.”
He came to call conwicted sinners to repentance;
sin-sick sinners to the Great Physician.—Christian
Secretary.

i
.

“Ye Have Done id unto Me,”

Jusus left the glory of lieaven and came to earth
“to seek and to save that which was lost.” Our
planet had revolted from allegiance to God, and
joined the ranks of Satan, the enemy of Christ and
the leader in the rebellion against high Heaven.
One poor sheep had gone astray on the dark mount-
ains of sin; and for this one sheep the Good Shep-
herd left the unfallen worlds and the sinless hosts
of angels, of which he was the beloved Commander,
and sought the fallen province which had seceded
from the empire of God,-in order that he might re-
deem it, and.bring it back to allegiance to Heaven.

And what was the price of our redemption? He
«gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar peo-
ple, zealous of good works.” In view of such match-
less benevolence and condescension, is there anything -
which we can do for Christ in return? Ave there
any “good works” in which we may zealously en-
gage which he will accept as done for him? He
has furnished the answer: “Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the Ieast of these my brethren,
ye have done it unto me.’

Oh! what a blessed ‘and exalted privilege, to do
something for Him who has done so much for us!.
And the opportunities are never wanting; ‘“Ior ye
have the poor with you always, and whensoever ye-
will, ye may do them good.” Theré are the needy
to be fed and clothed; there ave the homeless to be
sheltered; and there are those in want of sympa-
thizing friends to be welcomed to the companionship
of our households, cared for, and made to feel that,
though destitute of natural companions and friends,
they have a friend in Jesus and in each of his faith-
tul followers, To those who do their duty to these,
Jesus will say, “Ye have done it unto me.’

R. F. COTTRDLL

-
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GENTILITY and piéty form a happy uaion; but
poverty and piety are guife as Jceptable in the eyes

of God, and so they ought to be in ours,
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The Sablath-School,

iThe object of the following lessons is to bring out points of truth
not commonly studied by the majority of Bible readers. They will
bé.found of great benefit to those who will give them careful study.
The lessons were written especially for Sabbath-school classes, but
are also designed for the family circle, Tet the proof texis be well
stiilied in their connection with the subject, and the points will
bé clearly seen,

IMPORTANT BIBLE LESSONS.

First Sabbath in Janlxal'y.;Tlxe First Day of the Week.

i1. On what.day of the week did Christ rise from the
tomb? Mark 16:9.

2. Did the disciples whom Mary Magdalene saw believe
tbat he was risen? Mark 16:10, 11

i 8. Where did two of the disciples go that same day?
Linke 24:13. \

| 4. Who joined them on the way? Luke 24:13, 16.

5, After Jesus had made himself kuown to them, what
djd they do? , Luke 24 :38-36.

i 6. Did the other disciples believe what these two told
them? Mark 16:12, 13.

"7, What time of day was it when the disciples were thus
gathered together? John 20:19.

- 8. Whyisit impossible to suppose that they were celebra-
ting the resurrection of Christ? 4as. Because they did
not believe that he had risen.

;9. How did it happen that they were all together at
that time! Ans. They had a common dwelling place.
ts 1:13, | .

:10. Who appeared to them on that first-day evening?
John 20:19. R

:11. Were the disciples expectinghim? Luke 24 :36, 37.

112, What did Jesus do to assure them'that he was a real
being and not a phantom ?  Luke 24 : 38-43,

:13. How was it that they had food so handy! Mark
16 : 14,

NOTES ON LESSON ONE.

. Tug student, after learning that the cvening
begins the day, may wonder how the disciples could
be gathered together “at evening” near the close of
the day of the resurrection, and it still be the first
day of the weck. John 20:19. This is made
clear when we remember that the Jews reckoned two
evenings to each day. Dr. Clarke, on Ex. 12:6,
shys: “The Jews divided the day into morning and
eyening ; till the sun passed the meridian, all was
"~ morning or forenoon, after that all was afternoon or

evening. Their first evening began just after
twelve o'clock, and continued till sunset; their
- second evening began at sunset, and continued till
night, 7. ¢., during the whole time of twilight.”

-See also Scott, McClintock and- Strong’s Cyclo-

pedia, ete. Iix, 12:6, margin, reads, «“ Between the
two evenings.” It will be seen that the day began
and ended with an evening. The evening at -the
close of the day was the first of «the two evenings,”
and the one at the beginning of the following day,
fiom sunset onward, was the second cvening.
‘When John speaks of the evening of the first -day
of the week, referring to the close of the day, he
evidently means the first evening. But when Luke
(Aects 20:7) speaks of a meeting on the first day of
the week, we know that he refers to the second even-
ing, the one which began the day, because lights
were then required. ] ,

: But when we say that “when John speaks of the
eyening of the first day of the week, referring to the
close of the day, he evidently means the first even-

‘ing,” we do not mean that all the events of that

evening took place before sunset, nor that it was

‘before sunset when Jesus met with his disciples in

their room in Jerusalem. The language of John

20:19 does not demand such a conclusion. - The
diseiples assembled in their room for their evening

"meal while the sun was yet above the horizon, their

hbur for eating being about the same as that of the
disciples who lived in Emmaus. But as in that
country darkness very quickly follows the setting of
the sun, it must have been some time after dark
when “the two disciples returned from Kmmaus.
Still it was the first day of the week when the dis-
ciples. agsembled.

Secoud Sabbath in January.—The first Day of the Week’
. continued.

1. Whatis the only recoided instance of a religious mect-
ing on the first day of the week? Acts 20:7.

2. On what part of the day was this meeting held?
Acts 20:7,8. | -

3. Whatpartof the day comes first? "Gen. 1:5.8,13,ctc.

4, With what does the day begin? Lev. 23 :32.

5. When isit evening? Deut. 16:6; Josh.8:29; Mark
1:32, .

6. Then since this meeting was on the dark part of the
first dlay of the week, when wounld we say it was held?
Ans, On what is commonly known as Saturday night.

7. How long did the meeting last? Acts 20: 1L,

8. For what place did Paul start on the first-day morn-
ing after the meeting closed 7 Acts 20 : 13, 14.

9. While Paul was preaching, what were his companions
doing? Acts 20 : 13, first pavt.

10, What is the only commandment in the Bible con-
cerning the first day of the week? 1 Cor. 16 : 2,

11, Can a person “lay by him in store” that which he
puts into a contribution box at church?

12, How is each one-to know how much to “lay by™?
Ans. “ As God hath prospered him;” after examining his
accounts, he is to lay aside a certain per cent. of the
profits, 1 Cor. 16 : 2.

13, In consileration of all these things, among what
must the first day of the week be classed 7—Among the
“gix working days.” Eze. 46 :1; BEx. 20:8-10.

NOTES ON LESSON TWO.

In chapter 20 of Conybeare and Howson’s “ Life
and Epistles of the Apostle Paul,” we find the fol-
lowing in regard to the meeting spoken of in Acts
20:7: It was the evening which succeeded the
Jewish Sabbath. On the Sunday morning the ves-
sel was about to sail. The Christians of Troas were
gathered together at this solemn time to celebrate
the feast of love which the last command of Christ
has enjoined on all his followers.” A few para-
graphs further on we find the following : “Strength
and peace were surely sought and obtained by the
apostle from the Redeemer, as he pursued his lonely
road that Sunday afternoon, in spring, among the
oak woods and the streams of Ida.”

From Troas to Assos is at least nineteen miles,

and therefore Paul must have been still on the way

in the afternoon of that Sunday, although he started
at break of day. Acts 20:11. On the supposition
that he recognized Sunday as the Sabbath, is it not
strange that he should leave the church at Troas on
Sunday morning, and spend the entire day.in travel-
ing? And this, we remember, is the only time when
the first day of the week is mentioned in connection
with a religious meeting.

S ——

Third Sabbath in January.—The Shadowy Sabbaths aln‘d‘

the Lord’s Sabbath.

1. What does Paul say that Christ has blotted out?
Col. 2:14.

2. What else has he done to
2 :14, last part.

3. Because this has been done, in respect to what are
we not to be judged ? Col. 2:16.

4, On what were the ten commandments written?
Deut, 4:12,13; 5:22,

5. How were they graven on these tables of stone ?
32:15, 16.

6. Could words engraved on stone be dlotted out ?

7. Would it be proper to speak of “nailing to the cross”
a law that was engraved in stone?

8, Then what must we conclude concerning the law
spoken of in Col. 2:147 Ans. That it has no connectien
with the ten commandments,

9. How did the ordinances that were blotted out stand
related to men? Col. 2:14. )

10. [s the Sabbath of the Lord contrary to us? Mark

Gen.2:1-3.

2:27.
11. When wasthe Sabbath made for man ?
Gen.1:31;
Ans.

these ordinances? Col.

Ex.

12. What was man’s condition at thattime?
Eeel. 7 :29.

13. Did man then stand in need of a Saviour?
See 1 Tim, 1:15.

14. But what was the object of the Sabbaths mentioned
in Col. 2:167 Col, 2:17.

15, Where do we find a record of sabbaths that were
ceremonial and shadowy? Lev. 23:5-7, 24,27, 34, 39.

16, How often did each of these sabbaths come? Ans.
Once a year. .

17, Were these sabbaths to be confounded with the
seventh-day Sabbath? Lev. 23:37, 38, :

18. How long is the fonrth commandment to remaijn un-
changed? Ds, 111:7,8; 119:152, 160, : -

, NOTES ON LESSON THREE.

It is easy to. see that the yearly sabbaths on
which the Jewish feasts were held, were separate
and distinct from the weekly Sabbath, a day which

| the Lord clearly says is his day. There is there-

fore a difference between the Jewish sabbaths, and
the Lord’s Sabbath. The former were among the
types and shadows that pointed to Christ; the
latter was instituted in Eden before man fell, before
he needed a Saviour, and could not therefore be a
shadow of a coming Redeemer. It was given for
a single purpose, namely, to commemorate the work
of God in creating the world, and it must stand as

| long as the reason exists for which it was made.

———————
Fourth Sabbath in January.—The Change of the Sabbath,

1. What did Isaiah say of Christ’s relation to the law of -
God? Isa. 42 :21,

2. What did Christ himself say of it?7 Matt. 5:17, 18,

3. What have we found to be the practicc of Christ and
the apostles? -~ .

4, Did Sunday-keeping originate in the days of the
apostles? Ans. “We'hear less than we used to about the
apostolic origin of the present Suuday ohservance, and

‘| for the reason that while the Sabbath and Sabbath rest are

woven into the warp and woof of Scripture, it is now secn,
as it is admisted, that we must go to later than apostolic
times for the establishmeut of Sunday observance.”—
Christian at Work (Presbyterian), Feb. 18, 1886,

5. Is there any direct command for this Sunday observ-
ance? Ans, “The change from the scventh to the first
day of the week appears to have been gradually and
silently introduced, by example, rather than by express
precept.”—Dr. Seott, Comment on Acts 20 :7.

6. When and by whom was the first Sunday command-
ment given? Ans. “Whatever may have been the opinion
or practice of these early Christians in regard to cessation
from labor on Sunday, unquestionably the first law, cither
ecclesiastical or civil, by which the Sabbatical observance
of'that day is known to have been ordained, is the edict
of Constantine, A, D. 321."—Chamber's Eneyelopedia,
art. “ Swbbath.”

7.-Did this edict require the observauce of Sunday as a
Sabbath? drs. “Let all the judges andtown people, and
the oceupation of all trades, rest on the venerable day of
the sun ; but let those who are sitnated in the country,
freely and at full liberty attend to the busiuess of agricult-
ure, becanse it often happens that no other day is so fit
for sowing corn and planting vines.”—Part of the decrce
of Constantine.

8. When and by what anthority was abstincnce from
agricultural labor on Sunday first recommended? Ans.
“It was not till the'year 538 that abstinence from agricult-
ural labor on Sunday was recommended, rather than en-
joined, by an ecclesiastical authority (the third councilof
Orlcans), and this expressly that the people might have
more leisare to go to church and say their prayers.”—
Chamber's hincye., art, * Sabbath.”

9. When was libexty to labor on Sunday fully taken
away! Ans. “Nor was it till about the end of the 9th
century that the Emperor Leo, the philosopher, repealed
the exemption which it [agricnltural labor] enjoyed under
the edict of Constantine.”—17,

10. How did Pauldescribe the papacy? 2 Thess.2:3,4

11. How was it to exalt itself above God? Dan..7 :25.

12. Does the Roman Catholic Church acknowledge this
charge? Ans. She does, and boasts of it. Thus:—

“ Ques. Have you any other way of proving that the
church has power to institute festivals of precept?

“ Ans. Had she not such power, she conld not have done
that in which all modern religionists agree with her; she
could not have substituted the observance of Sunday, the
first day of the week, for the observance of Saturday. the
sevénth day, a change for which there is no scriptural
authority.”—#rom the Doctrinal Catechism.

13. What does the Catholic Church claim as the proof
of her authority ! Adns. * Ques. How prove you-vhat the
church hath power to command feasts and holy days?

“ Ans. By thevery actof changing the Sabbath into Sun-
day, which Protestants allow of, and therefore they fondly
contradict themselves by keeping Sunday strictly, and
breaking most other feasts commanded by the same
church.”—rom “ Abridgment of Christian Doetrine.”

14. Upon what foundation do all festivalsof the church
vest? Ans. “Sundays and holy daysall rest on the same
foundation,namely, theauthority of the church.”—* Cath-
oliec Christian Instrueted.”

15. Do professed Protestants concur in this statement?
Ans. “ We rest the designation of Sunday on the churceh’s
having set it apart of its own anthority. The seventh-day
rest was commanded in the fourth commandment.

The selection of Sunday, thus changing the particular day
designated in the fourth commandment, was brought about
by the gradual concurrence of the early Christian Churel,
and on this basis, and none other, does the Christian Sab-
bath, the first day of the week, rightly rest.”—Christian
at Work, Jan. 8, 1885. .

16. What is the only position that the true follower of
Chrigt can take on this questign? . Acts 5:29.

17. What docs God say? Hx. 20:8-10; Ex, 23:2, first
clause. ’ ' :
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Fifth Sabbath in January.—Restitution of the Sabbath.

1. What power was to change the law of God? Dan.

L1125, '
. 2. How was Christ to regard the law? Isa. 42 :21;
Matt, 5:17-19. : : .

3. What power has thought to change the fourth com-
.mandment? See Catholic Catechisms,

4. With what does God charge his professed people in
thelast days? Bze. 13:4, 5, '

5. What particular course of theirs keeps them from
carrying out God’s will in this matter? Idze. 18:6-10.

6. How does God statc the matter in another place?
Eze, 22 :26.

7. What were they to say regarding these Sabbaths to
. which they had closcd their eyes? Verse 28.

257 8. 'What docs the Lord say he had done in the matter?

Verse 30.
. 9. What will he finally do for those who will not stand
. in"the gap, and make up the hedge? Verse 31.
2 10. When will the ‘salvation of God be manifested?
1 Pet. 1:3-5,
11. What are men requested to lay hold of when that
- salvation is ncax? Tsa.56:1,2..
12." Are Gentiles reéquired at that time to keep the Sab-
" bath? Isa. 56:6, 7.
v 18, When the truth haslaid waste for many generations,
- what does the Lord want his people to do concerning it?
- Isa. 88:12,
14, How will this work be done? Isa. 58 :18.
. 15. What does God say to those who keep his law ?
51:7, 8.
© 16, What will be the shicld of God’s peonle in the time
of the last plagues? Ps. 91:4, 7-10,
. 17. Who will finally be invited. into the city of God?
* Isa. 26:1, 2. ‘

Isa.

NOTES ON LLESSON FIVE,

The day of the Sabbath having been changed by
- an apostate church, it is fitting that God should call
on all who love him to renounce the authority of
. the law-changing power, and recognize only- him
who created the heavens and the earth. This can
be done in no way so well as to pay respect to the
~“ingstituted memorial of God’s work of -creation—the
Sabbath. This reform could not well be brought
about so long as the word of God was hidden away
from the people. But when the power of the papacy
was broken, and the Bible was given to the com-
mon people, light began to dawn upon its pages,
and reveal the corrupting influence of that church
in attempting to change the fourth commandment.
Ag shown in tle lesson, the prophecy points out a
restoration of the Sabbath in the last days,

A

NExr to a superintendent, in the power of inaking
and shaping a Sabbath-school, comes the secretary;
indeed, no superintendent can do his work in and
for a Sabbath-school without the aid of & good secre-
tary. The secrotary’s work enables the superinten-

dent to see his school as it is, both in its member-
ship and in its habits; it also enables him to hold
up before his teachers the dangers and the possibili-
ties of the school. Without the work of a good sec-
retary, any Sabbath-school is liable to lose scholars
and teachers almost imperceptibly ; with a good sec-
retary, a Sabbath-school can be kept up to its own
best standard of regularity in the attendance of both
scholars and teachers. ~ He who can fill & secretary’s

- place, may feel that his position is one of large re-
sponsibility and influence. And whoever would
promote the best interests of o Sabbatli-seliool, may
feel that he'is doing so when he co-operates heartily
with the superintendent and ihe sccretary of that
school.—S. S. Z¥mes. '

—

“Tur most comprehensive deseription of our
Liord’s life-work that has ever been produced is that
given. by the apostle Peter : < He went about doing
good.” Tt is also in perfect harmony with the other
inspired delineations of hislife. The first recorded
utterance from his, life, ‘I must be abovt my
Tather’s business,” is significant and prophetic. It
reveals to us the lhidden purpose and lofty ideal of
the Son of man.” . '
. N _____________*__*_______

The wise man is not quick to take offense; It is
better to be deaf and blind to- an intended insult
than to be swilt to resentment.— Western Christian
Advocate. ’ K S

Wouth's  Depurtment,

BUILDERS.

W shape ourselves the joy or fear
Of which the coming life is made,

And fill our future’s atmosphere
With sunshine or with shade.

The tissue of the life to be

We weave with colors all our own,
And in the field of destiny

We reap as we have sown.

—————— —————

ﬁ
Five Cents.

Howpixa out his hand for the change, John’s em-
ployer said, «“ Well, my boy, did you get what I sent
you for?’ ’ .

“Yes, sir,” said John; “and here is the change,
but I don’t understand it. The lemons cost twenty-
eight cents, and there ought to be twenty-two change,
and there’s only seventeen, according to my count.”

“Perhaps I made a mistake in giving you the
money?” , R ,

. “No, sir. I counted it over in the hall, to be sure
it wag all right.”

“Then perhaps the clerk made a mistake in giving
you the change?”

But John shook his hLead.
that, too.
change before leaving a store.”

“Then how in the world do you account for the
missing five cents? How do you expect me to he-
lieve such a gueer story as that?”

John’s cheeks: grew red, but his voice was firm.
“I don’t account for it, sir; I can’t. All I know is
that it is s0.”

“ Well, it is worth a good deal in this world to be
sure of that, THow do you account for that five-cent
piece that is hiding inside your coat-sleeve?”

John looked down quickly, and caught the gleam-
ing bit with a ory of pleasure. *Here you are!
Now it ig all right. I couldn’t imagine what had
become of that five-cent piece. I was certain I had
i when I started from the store to return.”

“There are two or three things that I know now,”
Mr. Brown said, with a satisfied air. “I know you

“No, sir; I counted

4 have been taught to count your moeney in coming

and going, and to tell the exact truth, whether it
sounds well or not,—~two important things for an
errand-boy. I think I'll try you, young man, with-
out looking any further.”

Atthis John’s cheeks grew redder than ever. He
looked down and up, and finally he said, in a low
voice, “I think I ought to tell you that I waunted
the place so badly, I almost made up my mind to
say nothing about the change if you didn’t ask me.”

“Bxactly,” said Mr. Brown, “and, if you had
done 1t, you would have lost the situation, that’s all.
I need a boy about me who can be honest over so
sniall a sum as five cents, whether he is asked gues-
tions or not.”—Pansy.

——————————
Inside the Shell. i

WHAT a mystery is connected with the egg! A
little world of itself! Shub apart from the outside
world, it seems a lifeless thing; yet within thatlittle
sphere mighty forces are at work, which, under
favorable ecircumstances, will produce a perfect
animal, gifted with life, and soon showing the hiabits
and peculiaritics of its ancestors.

On opening an egg we see merely the “white,” in
themiddle of which floats the “yolk,” with the whitish
“germ cell” elinging-to it. This germ cell aceupies
but little space; yet it is the important part of “the
egg~—the part for which all the rest of the egg was
made, because it is just at this spot that the young
bird begins to grow. "We cannot see, without a
microscope, the twisted cords of albumen at both
ends of the egg which hold the yollk pretty nearly
in the center. Those twisted cords allow the yolk
to roll over from one side to. another when the egg

is turned, and so the germ cell, which is at the’
1 lightest part of the yolk. keeps'always uppermost.

Father said we must always count our

Here we have a beautiful contrivance by which the
germ cell is sure to be nearest the body of the bird
-as she gits upon her eggs, no matter how *often the
eggs are turned over. )

Of course that part of ihe egg nearest the bird
gets the most heat from her warm little body and
her soft, downy feathers, and a certain amount of
heat is necessary to develop the new life within the
egg. This, we know, ig the reason-that birds sit
upon their eggs, and that they are so carcful not to
leave the nest long enough for them to become chilled.

As we have just saiq, the young bird begins to
grow from the germ cell. The albuminous white of
the egg furnishes- the building material for its
growth, and the rich, oily yolk nourishes the newly
formed bird as long as it continues in the shell.
The more there is of this nourishrent stored up in
the egg, the stronger and better developed will the
bird be on leaving it, as is clearly shown in the case
of those birds whose eggs contain a large yolk.
The young of such birds are able to run about and
help themselves as soon as they are hatched; whercas
the young of those having gmall yolks, not being do
fully developed, are hatched in a blind and naked
condition, and need to be fed and brooded over by
their parents. ,
- No doubt you have often noticed in hard-boiled
eggs a little liollow place at the Jarger end. There
i a little bubble of air here, between the two delicate .
tissues lining the shell, for the use of the baby
bird, and the shell is so full of very small pores that
fresh supplies of air can easily pass througlh it.

When the tiny ereature, shut up in the shell, is
fitted to live in the great world outside, it pierces
this hard case and chips its way out by the lelp of
a hard knob on top of its beak. This knob seems
to be only a toul to help the bird escape from the
shell, and as It is of no use afterward, it soon dis-
appears. :

The bird is now fully equipped with bones, muscles,
bill, elaws, and internal organs.  These parts have
all been formed aind nounrished from the contents of .
that little egg-shell.  Moveuver, we find the contents
of the shell have boen entively absorbed, showing
that although the egg Turnishes all that is needed .
for the formation of the youug animal, there is -
nothing in it which is uunecessary.—IHarper's Young
People.

—————

The Beecret of Suceoss.

WesstrR used to toll, with great zest, an incident
of his professional life to illustrate how past studies
may prove of great servico in an emergeney.  While
practicing.in New Hawmpshire, a blacksmith employed:
him to defend a contested will. The case was such
a complicated one that lLie was obliged to order
books frouwr Boston, at an expense of fifty dollars, in
order to acquaint himself wish the logal principles
involved and to settle them. Ile won the case, and
as the amount involved was small, eharged fifteen
dollars for his serviees, and was, therefore, largely out
of pucket.  Many yoars afler, when passing through
New York, Lie was consnlted by Aaron Burr, <1
have a very perplexing case.” said Bur, “which T
cannot disentangle. T know I'mright, but seceno way
of proving 1t tu court.”  Webster listened, and found
the principles identical with bis early euse. Ile
stated them in sueh a laminons way that Burr said
excitedly, “Have you heen consulted belore, Mr.
Webster?”  «“No, sit; T never heard of tlic ease till
you meutioned it.”  «Iow is it possible that you
could unravel such a case at sight, when 1 had’
given many hours of anxious study to it in vain?”
Webster enjoyed his perplexity, but finally relieved
him Dby a statement of the facts. A great sum was
at stake, and Webster received a fee of one thousand
dollars to balance bis former loss. The moral of
this incident is, that whatever is worth doing is
worth doing well. Webster, when a young lawyer,
acted on this maxim; and this laid the foundation
of his greatness, -

s

“ Honor thy father and thy niother ; that thy days
may be long upon the land.” - B
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rj[‘he Sabbath on & Round World.

. To watch the variations of the human mind under
eortain circumstances is cerfainly an interesting study.
1t seeins strange, and yet it is easily accounted for, that
~ the mind grasps those ideas most readily which are in
Karmony with selfish interests. A conclusion reached
in any othev direction, it matters not how clearly and
Togically, is rejected as untenable, simply because it
may lead to the adoption of a practice repugnant to the
natural taste.
f There are multitudes who can clearly see reasons why
the observance of Sunday as asacred day should be en-
forced by civil law, - “Does not the Bible,” say tley,
“hind all to observe the Sabbath strictly? And is not
Sunday the recognized day-of rest throughout the Chris-
ti:an world?” The conclusion is then readily drawn
that,all offenders against society in this matter ought
té be compelled, from a moral standpoint, to live in
harmony with the rest of the world.

: But when it is pointed out that the Bible evuywhele

enforces the seventh, and never the firsi day of the
. week as the Sabbath, suddenly the argument takes a
turn. The fourth commandment inmediately assumes
* an indefinite shape, and no longer enjoins a particular
dny, but only one day.in seven—any day you please.
Then is seen some of the peculiarities of the mind.
The. opponent of the seventh day still remains the
champion of first-day observance on moral principles
alone, and yet opposes the seventh day because the
Bible allows one to keep any day he pleases, so long as
he observes one day of the seven.

Such a position on any other than a religious question
would be considered an evident sign of either idiocy or
lunacy ; for who that is not strongly biased can fail
to see that if the fourtli commandment leaves every one
to consult his convenience as to which day of the seven
he,will observe for a Sabbath, there can be no one par-
ticular day to claim the preference above another; for
then every day in the week might Dbe employed
by:the members of a single community as a day of rest,
and they would all be on anequal footing. Inthat case,
what reason has one to oppose another who keeps the

"seventh day? Ts he not living up to the demands of
thei Sabbath law ? He is certainly on the safe side of
the; question.

But the objector still asks, How can one keep a def-
inite day, when time varies so much in different locali-
tieé? The retort may be given, Then why be a stickler
forithe observance of the first day of the week? Does
notithe variation of time affect the claims of that day
equally with the seventh, or is the world round only
on ‘the seventh day? But, continues the first-day
champion, the law of the seventh-day Sabbath was
evidently local in its character, and only designed for
thode in the locality where it was given. Again we

* reply in the same kind, by asking, Why.do people ob-
serve Sunday, or the first day? is it not because Christ
arose from the dead on that day? Andin whutlocwlify
did thiseventhappen? Was it not in almost exactly the
same longitude as Sinai, where the Sabbath law was re-
peated to Israel? Now, if the locality in which the
law was promulgated made it a local law, why do not
the (}ircumstances attending the life and death of Christ
localize his teachings? Who can tell why? And ifit
he téue that the variation of time affects the keeping

of afa,y of rest, why observe, in one part of the world,

a petiod of time to commemorate the resmrection of

Clwidt that does not correspond with the first day in

P.ﬂestmu where his resurrection took place?

, Any comparison of the claims of the two days to
sabbatic honors sliows that any objection which weighs;

in the least against the seventh day, is equally strongi -

against the first. But is ‘the variation of time in dif-‘;
ferent localities any oljection whatever to the observ-,
ance of a definite day? A little exercise of reason will
show not only that it is not, but that it is the only rule

by which definite time may be regarded.

“The Sabbath was made for man,” said the Saviour.
Mark 2:27. The generic term “man, ” lere employed,
comprehenis the whole human race, and cannot be con-
fined to any one nation. By reference to the statement
of the apostle Paul in Acts 17:26, we léarn that God
made “all nations of men for<to dwall on «ll the face
of the earth.” Then the Sabbath was designed to be
universal. But the Sabbath was not made till after the
creation of the world was complete, and in its globular
form the earth had alveady made six entire revolutions,
aiving a succession of as many days. Each day of this
series was made up of alternate darkness and light, which
was produced by the earth revolving into a fixed light.
In this process, while one side of the earth was turned
to the light, the other was in darkness, just the same
as day and night now succeed each other,

It is evident that when the earth was first thrown
into space and commenced its revolutions, the light
of the first day could not have come to all parts of the
globeat once. Had the earth then beeninhabited, those
on the opposite side from which the light first shone,
wust wait for that first day to come to them, as it would
when their side of the globe should revolveinto the light.
And yet it would be the FIRsT day to them as verily as
it was to those to whom the light first came. So with
cach snceeeding day ; and when the first seventh day
was ushered in, it, in common with the other days of
the week, had a starting point, and must follow the pre-
ceding days around the globe. But from the time that
first seventh day was ushered in by the earth’srevolu-
tion, it continued to be the seventh day until it had
made the complete circuit of the earth.

What is true of the first day of creation, and of the
first seventh day, is true of every day to the latest one
that shall exist. While the identical hours of com-
mencing the day are not the same; yet, when a duy comeg
in at its starting point, it is the same day in the cyele
till it has compassed the earth and come to all the in-
habitants of the globe. As before remarked, this is the
only systern by which one day could be made to succeed
another. If the earth had been made flatand stat’onary,
instead of globular inform, only one side would have[v
ever come to the light, and the consequence would have '
been eternal day on one side of it, and eternal night on
the other. .

That there is a line somewhere in the world that marks ;
the commencing of each day, is fully recognized in the'
Scriptures. Thus God asked Job: “Hast thou com-l
manded the morning since thy days, and caused the'
dayspring to know his place?” Chap. 38:12. The h
necessity for such a line is acknowledged by all who |
circumnavigate the globe. But where i this line lo-!
cated? Is it in Burope? in Asia? in America? It
cannot be; for then there would be confusion among
the inhabitants on account of the difference of days ex-
isting on opposite sides of that line. -

Let one take a globe or map of the world, and under.
take to dvaw a line froin north to south on if, and he
will be surprised to find that there is only dhe place
where it could be done without that line passing through
soe considerable body of land. There is, however,
one place where this can be done; that is through

Behring Strait and southward through the Pacific
Occan. Navigatorsrecognize this fact, and unanimously
agree to acknowledge the day line to be at the 180th
deglce of longitude.

God in lus wisdom knew what was best, and made the
earth as it should be, so that alternate periods of labor
and repose 1night be cnjoyed, for man’s physical benefit,
and also that he might in every pari of the world ob-
serve a day of rest and worship Tor his spiritual good.
God’s ways are plain and unwistakable ; but man in Iis

opposition to Godisalwaysunreasonable and inconsistent.

What Is Faith?

TuE possessor of genuine faith has, according to the
word of God, unlimited resourees at his command. If
oneounly has faith, he may ask what he will of Him from
whom all blessings flow, and nothing will be denied
him.  Matt. 21: 921 ; Mark 11 : 23,-24. Surely nothing
could be more satisfactory to any petitioner for bless-
ings than this liberal promise. The possibilities of
faith are so immense that to be its happy proprietor,
ote is richer far than though the gold of the conti-
nent were his to command.

Bible believers must acknowledge this conclusion to
be correctly drawn.  But if it be so, why do samany
professed Christians lack the fulfillment of the promise
in their experience ? Do not these same occasionally
ask the bestowal of favors on themselves and theirs ?
And yet how few can testify to direct answers to their
prayers. Can it be that God, after all, only designed
that this kind of faith should be held by a favored
few, to the exclusion of all others? We can lardly
believe that, because the wo1d assures us that “God is

no respecter of persons.” Jew or Gentile, and the
most lowly of either, whoever he he, if lie fears God
and works righteousness, is accepted in the sight of
Heaven. Acts 10: 34, 35. R

To be accepted of God cannot mean less than to be-
received into his favor. And if this be so, then the
poorest and humblest of this world may, if they
choose, become the happy masters of faith, Not only
this, but he who would receive the favor of God tnust
have faith adequate to the blessings he desires. With-
out it, no one can please God. Heb. 11: 6. Those
who call themselves the children of him who could
create the heavens and the earth, and yet distrnst his
promises, fearing he will fail them, show themselves
utterly unworthy of his favor, because by . their act
they virtually say that they do not think he will do as
he has promised. The word of Jehovah, which lre lins
said should never fail, is thus questioned, and the
Author of the universe, and of our existence, cven, is
dishonored and reproached by one of his dependents.

Faith is nof & mere belief, though it inciudes that,
“Taith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen” Heb, 11: 1. Taith,
then, not only embraces things not seen, upon the evi-
dence of their existence being presented to the wind ;
but it looks forward in hope to things bebter than the
plesent——those included in the promises of God. But
hope, which is included in faith, is made up of two
essential parts. Hope never 100]\% backward, but
always contemplates the fature. One muay be in
poverty, and earnestly desive to be relieved from em-
barrassment ; but if there is no expectation of it,
where is the hope? $So a person may desire to be
saved ; yet if he has not lived so that he can reasonably
expect to be, he can bave no hope. Theu faith really
is the substance of things desired and expected.

It is therefore plain that to have faith in God, one
"must desire what he prays for, and then look with’
expectancy for the fulfillment of his requests. But
the individual who does not obey God knows full well
that he cannot expect the blessings of Heaven, though
lie may desive them, never so much. The faith of any
person, then, must be ganged by his obedience to the
truth, and he who knows himself to be living in
violation of any of God's commandments cannot
therefore expect to have direct answers to his prayers.
The words of the apostle confirm this: * Beloved, if
our heart condemn us nof, then have we conﬁdence
toward God. And whatsoever we ask, we receiveof him,
because we keep his commandments, and do those
things that are pleasing in his sight.”” 1 John 3: 21,
22. ,

When new duties are presented to some, they halt,
and comsult tlhieir own convenience, and question the
requiremnents of God, until they persuade themselves
that God will exempt themn from blame for not-keeping
Lis commandments, simply because they cannot see
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the way open before them to do-it. Such must, to say
the least, overlook the injunction of Paul, “ We walk
by faith, not by sight.” 2 Cor. 5: 7. ‘When oue can
clearly see his way before him, he does not nced faith.
The necessity of faith implies that one must obey
God, though he cannot sce how he will be able to do
it on account of business or society. The word of
God points out the way, and thongh it may look
rugged, and appear to be infested with thorns, yet
faith says, I will go forwardin that way, because God
lias said it is the true way, and I will leave the con-
gequences with him, Under these circuinstances, God
will make one's necessities his opportunity for bhowmg
_himself strong toward him.

But if one tremibles before the cross and does not
lift it, he is conscious of neglected duty, and cannot
approach God in confidence. On the other hand, when
one obeys God, and is brought into straitened cir-
cumstances in consequence, he can then with all
confidence appeal to the God whom he serves to assist
him, The promises of God are sure to those who live
for them. Do any fear to obey God, thinking they
will suffer temporal want? Kven in this direction
. God has made provision for all. Said the Saviour,
““ Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of
ull these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness ; and all these things shall
be added unto you” Matt. 6 32, 33. The real
reason why we do not receive more of heaven’s
blessings, is evidently because we take our cases in our
own hands, and refuse o trust the Author of our
existence. May we all reform in this direction, and
learn to confide in God.

_—————————
The Camp-Meeting in the State of Michigan, U. S. A,

Wx gave the readers of Bisuk EcHO an account
of our different State camp-meetings a few months
since, and also of our trip across the continent.
Those living in Australia who have never visited
America would hardly form a correct idea of the
extent of this country from what they see in the
colonies. The colonies contain about three millions of
English-speaking people, besides some Scandinavians
and Germans. The United States, according to
statistics, contain about sixty millions, twenty times
ag many. There is scarcely any waste land in the
United States, save such portions as are desert; but
to a greater or less extent the entire country is settled,
There are twenty cities which contain over one hun-
dred thousand inhabitants each, and one of them over
a illion, while there are more than sixty cities, in-
clading those numbering over a hundred thousand,
that ‘contain from thirty-five thousand upward. This
will'give some idea of the magnitude of the United
States.
portion. of the country can bo reached in a brief
period of time, It requires five daysto travel from
one side of the country to the other, a distance of four
thousand miles.

There are twenty-eight Confelence% of Seventh-day
Adventists, the largest of whick is that in the State of
Michigan, where our central publishing house is
located, and also the College, and our Sanitarium, the
largest institution of the kind in the world. Besides
the publishing house at Battle Creek, there are seven
others in different purts of the world. TFrom this cen-
tral house, located at Battle Creek, Michigan, there are
sent ont weekly four tons of denominational publica-
tions to the different parts of the world, and no proper
estimate can be made on the amount of publications
sent out fromn all the publishing houses. There are
about twenty-five steain presses used in our publishing

" houses, Twenty-live periodicals are issued, with an
aggregate circulation of over two hundred thousand
" monthly.
" The camp-meetmés of our people are held in dif-
" ferent parts of the country, with an average attend-
“ange of from fve hundred to two thousand Subbath-

Railroads run in every direction, so that any"

keepers, while the outside attendance has at times
been as high as twenty thousand.
of Michigan are the largest held by this people in any
part of the world. . The present season the meeting
was held at Grand.Rapids, a city- of about fifty
thousand inhabitants. The camp-ground was three
miles from the city. There was a horse tramway a
portion of the distance, and a dummy, or steamn tram-
way, the remaining portion, so that pevple could be
conveyed there and back to attend services at all times
of the day and night. There were upon the oncamp-
ment over two hundred and fifty church and family
tents, from 12 x 14 feet upward. These were regu-
larly laid out in streets. There were also eight large
tents, varying in size from fifty. feet in diameter to
50x70. These were used for special meetings at
diffevent portions of the day. The great pavilion,
under which the entire congregation assembled at
5:30,9, 10:30 A.m., and 2:30, 5, and 7 P mM., for ser-
vices was one hundred feet wide and one hunrlred and
fifty feetlong. .'This would accommodate two thousand
five hundred people.  As the number of those attend-
ing the meeting was about two thousand, probably
this was the largest assembly of Sabbatarians that has
met at any one time since the days of the apostles.

The services of the camp-meeting commenced in the
morning at half-past five, and continued one hour.
At eight o'clock the entire camp was divided into
twenty companies for family worship. At the same
hour a meeting was held for the children under ten
years of age, under the charge of competent sisters.
Then came the youth at another place, and the young
men and women at still another. There was preaching
in three different languages, the Scandinavian, Dutch,
and English. On the Sabbath, at the close of the fore-
noon service, about two hundred came forward for
prayers. In the afternoon, at the close of a discourse,
about three hundred came forward. These were
divided up into ten companies under-the charge of
some minister who labored with them personally, and
a large number professed to find peace in God. The
camp-meeting continued from September 20 to 28.

The Seventh-day Adventists of Michigan, like those
of other Conferences, have a Tract and Missionary
Society which embraces nearly all the believers in the
Conference, and also a Sabbath-school Association and
a Health and Temperance Society. The regular meet-
ings of each of these organizations was held on the
camp-ground, and-much interest *was taken in their
specific work.

The Temperance Society has three pledges, one of
which all are invited to sign. The first pledge is a
% promise to abstain from all intoxicating liguors as
beverages, and to discountenance all the causes and
practices of intemperance.” The second.is substantially
the same, except that it prohibits the use of tobacco.
The third, called the teetotal pledge, is as follows:

“1 do hereby solemnly affirm that, with the help of]

Gnd, I -will wholly abstain-from the voluntary use,
as a ‘beverage or in any equivalent manuer, of alcohol,
tea, and coffee, and from the use of tobacco, opium,
and all other narcotics and stimulants.”

At this camp-meeting over £7500 was pledged for
our foreign missions. Seventy were baptized, and six
men were ordained to the work of the gospel ministry.
Thus ‘closed the largest of about fifty Seventh-day
Adventist camp-meetings held in the United States
thig year. 8, N. H.

< e
<

Ir the law of God was abolished at the cross of Christ,
it has been a dead law cver since that time, and always
must be. How, then, could God, in the Judgment,
judge the people who lived under thatlaw? He could
not judge & man by a dead law.  The position is absard
and unscriptural. The moral law of God, by which the
world will be judged,.has been the same from Adam
down—to the last man. It was, and is, and always
will be, the ten commandments and the bwbbathls one
of them , : :

Those in the State]

The California Camp-Meeting of Seventh-D&y Adventists.

TaE readers of the Eoro will be interested to learn
SOH]GthI]O more respecting the camp-meetingsin Amer-
ica. As we have alrcady stated, thereé were about
fifty of these meetings held dulmgthe year. We have
also tried to convey some idea of the extent of the
United States of America. . California lies nearer the
islands of the Pacific than any of the other States, bor-
dering on the Pacific Ocean itself. There are in Coli-
fornia about two thousand who observe the seventh day
as the Sabbath, At arecent camp-mreeting held in this
State, about one thousand were in attendance. One
hundred and eighty-four tents were erected, and werc
laid out in streets. The neeting continued two weeks,
and services were held almost constantly from hulf past
five in.the morning until eight at night.

There were on the ground eighty children under
fourteen years of age, who came together each morn-
ing at eight o’clock for veligious services. The meet-
ings were in charge of proper persons, who gave
them instruction in spiritual things. The Spirit of
God seemed to bless the effort, and out of the eighty,
thirty were hopefully converted. A goodly number of
them were baptized. There was also a meeting leld

at the same hour for the youth from fourteen to twenty,

of whom there were about seventy-five present. The
Spirit of the Lord seemed to be in these services also.
The second Sabbath of the meeting, about two hindred
came forward for prayers. Thirty-two of these were
making a start for the first time to keep tha Sabbath.
The others were nominally keeping the Sabbath, being
children of Sabbath-kesping parents, or those who
had backslidden and lost their hope in God.

The brethren in California are not many of thein men \

of wealth, and yet they have a great interest to seethe
cause go forward in different parts of the world. They
have Sabbath-schools wherever they have a church, to
which all belong, from the oldest to the youngest.
These children, with their parents, raised quite a sum ¢t
money to assist in paying the fares of those who first
went to Australia to carry a knowledge of present truth.
This year they voted to raise two hundred pounds to
pay the expenses of a minister to South Africa, as no
wission has yet been establisbed in that country by our
people. At this meeting two thousand pounds was
pledged to carry the truth concerning the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesns to those nations
where as yet it has never been preached. To raise this
sum it would be necessary for the brethren to sacrifice
much of their property ; but they felt willing to- do
this, as they believe that the coming of the Lord is
drawing nigh, and the opportunity for lahor is very
brief.

-

Owr people in America look with great interest to the -

progress of the work in foreign fields.
obedience to the commandments of God, and faith in
Christ, comprise the important truth for the time
in which we live. They tlink that a knowledge of
this trnth should be carried to all nations of the earth ;
for they believe that there are honest souls in all de-
nominations who would gladly observe the seventh day
ag the Sabbath, if they understood that the Bible teaches

it, and does not teach the sacredness of the first day of
. he week. :

The California camp-meeting was one of great inter.
est from beginning to end. The melting Spirit of God
was in the meetings. Confessions of alienation were
frequent. Hearts were bound together in the love of
Cluist, and it was not unusual to see ministers embrac-
ing one another, or going off to pray together, s110Wing
a union of feeling not common at the present day.
The meeting closed Oct. 18, with the ordination of one
brother to the gospel ministry.
most important and interesting meetings ever held by
Seventh-day Adventists, 8. N. I

: ~ Y -
Do not be surprised if in your first efforts at doing

good you are not very largely successful,
1is an art, a science,a ‘trade.—Talmage.

They feel that-

Thus closed one of the

Usefulneéss -



10

BIBLE ECHO AND SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Vol. 2, No. 1.

‘Did Our Saviour Change the Sabbath before His
Ascension?

THFR.E isa general agreement among leading com-
mentators and ministers of the orthodox churches, that
the Sabbath was kept in the garden of Eden by Adam
and Bve, and that it came down through the patriarchal
age as an institution of.Jehovah, unimpaired in its ob-
ligation, and that the commandment given on Mount
Sinai simply repeats the facts which transpired at the
close of the first week of time. All Christians believe
thzfxt the Israelites were under obligation to keep the
seventh day till the resurrection of Christ ; but concern-
ing its obligation since the crucifixion, opinions widely
differ. Many Christians believe that the seventh day
ceased to be the Sabbath, and the first day of the week,
upon which Christ rose from the dead, took its place as
the Sabbath by divine appointment, to be kept through-
out the new dispensation. Others believe the Sabbath
law was abolished, and that we have no sacred day of
rest now binding upon us.

Before examining the evidence usually adduced in
support of Sunday-keeping, it may be well to look briefly
to ithe probabilities of the case. Conld we reasonably
expect that the Sabbath day which had been kept for
. foirr thousand years, would be set aside, and another
day, hitherto used for secular purposes, substituted in
its; place ? This would indeed be an act requiring great
changes both in the lives and in the habits of the penple,
—opne which would attract universal attention. No one
claims that the first day of the weekhad ever been rec-
ognized as asacred day in any sense whatever among
the Jewish people before the erucifixion of Clirist. The
seventh day had always, from the exode up to this point,
been recognized by them as a weekly Sabbath. All
admit that there never was a period in their history
when it was more universally and strictly regarded than
during our Saviour's ministry. Indeed,they had carried
their strictness to a great extreme, till it had become a
burdensome yoke,

This was the condition of things at the death of
Christ. And the disciples for several years after the
crucifixion were every one of them of Jewish birth,
trained from their infancy to the strictest observance
of the seventh-day Sabbath. No Gentile was converted
till Cornelius received a visit from St. Peter about three
and a half years after the ascension. Acts 10. Now,
. are we to suppose that all these Jews who believed in

Christ suddenly changed their Sabbath day from the

o’ffe they had always observed, and yet no record what-
ever was made concerning it? No command whatever
for them to do this is claimed by any one. We cannot
conceive of anything more improbable, Withina short
tithe after Christ’s ascension, many thousands of pious
Jews accepted the gospel. These not only regarded
the'moral law as binding, but still continued zcalous
obiservers of the ceremonial law. Many of them went
so.far as to teach that Gentiles must be circumcised
algo, and thus cuused the apostles Paul and Barnabas
great trouble. They were great sticklers for the rites
and services of the Inw of Moses. Acts15:1, 5; Chap,
21 :20, 21. This feeling even affected some of the
apostles, so that they requested Paul himself to show
his respect for these Jowish customs. They evidently
considered every Jewish convert under obligation to
tréat even the ceremonial law with deference. Can we
suppose, then, without evidence of the strongest kind,
that all at once they would drop the ohservance of the
- ddy they had always regarded-as the Sabbath, and com-
ménce to observe another they had never kept? Con-
si(iier what a great change this would imply. The Jew-
ish people had complained bitterly of Jesus because he
would not treat their traditions concerning the Sabbath

thh respect, and tried to make it appear that he was a
. Sa}bbath breaker. Because he healed several persons of

dikease on the Sabbath day, or permitted his disciples

toi rub out the wheat heads when they were hungry,
they made a-great outery, and tried to cause his con
demnation. What shall we think, then, of the position

which supposes that thousands of his disciples openly
broke the Sabbath they had always keptbefore, and com-
menced the obesrvance of the first day of the week as
another Sabbath, when no complaint on the part of the
Jews can be 01ted ? And it is true that not a word of
censure can be found in all the gospel history after
Christ's cruvifixion because of the disciples’ breaking
the Sabbath. When we consider that these very dis-
ciples were persccuted bitterly by the Jews, who were
most glad to find any occasion against thern, wonld not
such an omission be indecd most marvelons if the apos-
tles were not still kceping the seventh-day Sabbath?
And ig not this fact cvidence most positive that they
did continue to observe it as before?

A change in the observance of a weekly Sabbath
from the one which is customary in any community,
always marks those who do so as peculiar. If they
rest while others are busy, it is quickly noticed ; if they
work while the great majority rest, they arc still more
conspicuouns. Iiven in this age of lax Sunday observ-
ance, when so many pay but little regard to it, let a
person commence to keep the seventh day as the Sab-

"bath, and he will be marked for mniles around. He will

be watched and his course commented upon. Ministers
in their pulpits will warn their hearers of such an ex-
ample. And in some instances he will be arrested, if
the laws will permit of it, even while men fisliand hunt
openly, and railway trains run regularly, and other bu%—
iness is transacted.

Wlat, then, would have been the effect at such a
time of Jewish strictness in observing the seventh day,
had the disciples no longer kept it, but taken up another
day, never bef re held sacred, as the Sabbath >—Every
one of them would have been arrested and brought be-
fore the magistrates, charged with Sabbath-breaking,
and nost likely would have been either stoned or cruci-
fied. The law existing, and at that time universally
acknowledged as in full anthority, would have been on
the side of the Jews. But not a single instance of the
kind oceurred, proving most emphatically that all these
disciples continued to obsérve the seventh-day Sabbath
as they always had, and as the people around them did.
Hence, it is utterly improbable that any change in the
practice of Sabbath-keeping on the part of the disciples
occurred at the time of Clirist’s resurrection,

What does the sacred record say concerning the Sab-

bath and first day during this time? Al of the four|

evangelists speak of the Sabbath and first day in close
connection with Christ's resurrection. If any change
of the Sabbath was ever made by divine authority, it
must have been done in connection with this event.
All believers in the sacredness of Sunday admit this.
They claim that previous to Christ's resurrection
the seventh day was the Sabbath by divine appoint-
ment ; but subsequent to that event, the first day of
the week was ever afterward to be observerd by Chris-
tians. They teach that this change was by the au-
thority and example of Christ himnself,

The only historical record existing in our world of
the events of that time occurring in connection with
our Lord's life, are the writings of the four evangelists,
—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. These are emphat-
ically Christian’ historians. We depend on them for
our kowledge of the facts concerning the life and in-
carnation of the Son of God. They wrote for the Chris-
tian world in all ages. They were devoted Christians
thomselves, They were inspired by the Holy Spirit.
Christ promised that it should bring all things to their
remembrance, whatsoever he had said unto them. John
14:26. These things they wrote for our instruction
and we must suppose they call things by their riglit
names, and use language correctly, else their writings
would not be reliable. It is supposed by the best au-
thorities that Matthew wrote his Gospel about six years
after Christ’s ascension ; Mark, about ten years ; Luke,
about twenty-eight ; and John, about sixty-three yecars
after that event. These historians were Christians
writing for the Christians of all after ages, and writing,
too, lmny yoars after the Christiah dispensation had be-

gun, giving all the facts essential to a perfect under-
standing of the doctrines of the gospel. Do they give
us to understand that any change of the Sabbath had
occurred, and that the first day of the week had now
become the weekly Sabbath by Christ’s appointment,
while the seventh day had ceased to be such? Iad
such a change occurred, they were surely aware of it,
and if they do not mention it, we may be sure no such
change had been made. In our next article we will
notice every instance in which they speak of these two
days in connection with Christ's resurrection.

4___¢___AV
¢ A Part of God,”

Is God divisible? May he be separated into parts,
and these parts bécome subject to the frailties, the
vices, and the sufferings of fallen creatures ?

These queries were suggested to my mind by the
following incident. Speaking of the destiny of the
wicked, I had quoted Rev.20:9 ;2 Thess. 1: 9, and
2 Peter 3: 7-10, to show that the lake of firc into
which they will be cast is this earth in its melted
state, and the fire coming down from God out of
heaven is the element or means of their everlasting
destruction. A gentleman approached me at the close
of my remarks, and inquired,

“What part of man do you think will be destroyed 2”

I think the man will be destioyed,” was the reply.

“But what will become of the soul ?”” he inquired.

“If the soul is any part of man, it will be destroyed
also.”

¥ What, do you think God will destroy a part of
himself ?” was the next question,

“By no means. But what has that to do with this
subject ?”

“It is generally conceded,” said he, “that the soul
isa part of God, and cannot be destloyed for God
cannot destroy a part of himself.”

Then followed the queries in turn, 7s the soul a part
of God? IsGod divisible? Can a part of God sin?
And will God punish a part of himself for evil doing ?
Such monstrous conclusions ought to suppress the
utterance of such an idea. Yet this was an educated
man ; he could draw a conclusion, And this shows
how thoughtlessly men will take an absurd position to
sustain a popular error.

A view more generally advocated than that here
advanced is this: The soul is an independent creation ;
or, each soul of mankind emanates directly from God.
This doctrine is supposed to be free from the defect
which is so apparent in the other. Though this does
not lead to the same conclusion as the other, it Jeads
to one which is very erroneous, and, like the other,
makes God directly responsible for all the sin which
oxists in the world. This defect has been discovered,
and the doctrine itself combated on that account, by
some who are considered orthodox in regard to the
nature and destiny of the soul. The Ladies' Repository,
a well-known Methodist journal, in its issue of Tebrn-
ary, 1859, said :—

“The general opinion held seems to be that the soul
is created, and does not come by transmission from
parents, as the body does. The Roman clmirch has
steadily received and taught it.

“If the body only is derived by transmission from
Adam, while each separate soul is a direct work of
cleatlon then original or hereditary depravity, so far
as the soul is concemod is a thing impossidle. If cach
soul is created by God as it comes into existence, then

it must be holy, or God must be charged with ma.kmg
it unholy, and thus being the author of evil.”

This is sound reasoning, to which no exception can
be taken. But the product cannot rise above the pro-
ducer. If the wlhole being or person (the soul and
the body) is transmitted from the parents, then the
whole being, sonl and body, is subject to the conditions
of the parents. That which is begotten, or produced
by natural generation, is mortal, subject to death.

God is dislionored by this doetrine of the inherent
immortality of the soul, whether the sonl be impiously
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called “a part of God,” or whether it be considered a
direct creation of God. In either case God is made
the direct producor of a sinful being ; the sin of the
soul is traced to God as its originator.” And if the
soul is transmitted from its parents, or begotten, then
it, can. be immortal, or held in existence, by the direct
power of God. “Tn him we live, and move, and have
our being.”  If he withdraw his power, we cease to
exist. And hence if a sinful being lives forever, it is
because God perpetuates the sin. But *every plant
which my heavenly Father bath not planted, shall be
‘rooted up.” Let every soul respond, Amen, “true and
righteous are thy judgments,” J.H. W,

W izsiowary, -

NAOMID'S QUESTION TO-RUTIL

“ WHERE hast thou gleaned to-day?” .
"T'ig a voice of olden time,
Awakening echoes from far away,
To surge in a solemn chime. ’

“ Where hast thou gleaned to-day?”
Bring the searching qmstlon home;

The distant hills are growing gray

. In the gathering night-shade’s gloom.

“Where hast thou gleaned to-day !
The harvest indeed is great;

The Lord of the harvest pray,
The fields for the gleaners wait.

“Where hast thou gleancd to-day 1”
Hast thou followed those who reap?
Or do the fields by thy delay
Thejr scattered stalles still keep ?

“Where hast thou gleancd to-day?
Hast thou sat with folded hands,
Or idly loitered by the way, .

Aloof from the rcaper bands?

The fields stretch far and wide,
And before we kncel to pray,
May we ask at cach eventide,
“Where have 1 gleaned to-day?”.
— Whiting Banecroft.

el
-

Knox in England.

Tur Reformation made greater and more per-
manent progress in Kngland in the time of John
Knox than in Scotland, -although it was not so
radical. In England, the Crown favored the
Protestants, while the mass of the people were
sunken in ignorance and supcrstition. The coun-
try was burdened by a large number of monks
wlo, having been driven from the monasteries,
were both unwilling and unable to. aid in the
‘work of instructing the people. To remedy this,
and to provide for a future supply of useful
preachers, the umiversities of Oxford and Cam-
bridge were furnished with learned Protestant
professors from Germany, As an immediate rem-
edy, efficient ministers were employed. These
labored where the people were the most superstitious.
This gave permanency to the throne of England,
and established the Reformation on a basis not
easily subverted.

During his eaptivity, John Kuox had expen-
enced that mental support which the truth always
gives its adberents, and his love for it had greatly
increased, as well as his zeal against popery.
His late sufferings, together with his former rep-
utation while at St. Andrews, recommended him to
Archbishop Crammer and the Courcil, and soon
after his arrival in England he was sent to preach
in Berwick. -Here he spared neither time nor
bodily strength in his efforts to instruct and -re-
form the people. Regarding the worship of the
popish church as grossly idolatrous, and its doc-
trines as. damnable, he attacked both with great
fervor, “exerting himself,” says his biographer,
“with as rmuch eagerness to turn lis hearers
away from them as he would have done from a
devouring flame or flood.” Seeming to have a
presentiment that the time for labor in England
would-be short, he was almost indefatigable in his
labors and -studies, .preaching regularly on week
days, -frequently overy- day in' -thé week,

-self

- The'

beneficial results of his labors reached even the sol-
diers of the garrison, who had formerly been noted
for their immorality. His success and popularity
were very galling to.the clergy in that quarter
who were bigoted papists. Finally a charge was
made against him to the bishop. of the diocese, o
the effect that he taught that the sacrifice of the
mass was idolatrous, and a day was appointed for
him to publicly assign his reasons for-this opinion.
Accordingly, on the 4th of April, 1550, a great
assembly convened at Newcastle, among whom
were many learned and distinguished men, to-
gether with many from the illiterate classes.

“ Spare no arrows,” was -John Knox's motto,
and upon this occasion” he fully carried it into
effect. The .authority of the Scriptures, the force
of reasoning, grave reproof, and pointed irony
were all in their turn employed by him while he
boldly assailed this fabric of idolatry, the mass,
declaring that « in its most high degree and most

 honest garments, it was an Idol struck ,from the

inventive brain of superstition, which had sup-
planted the sacrament, and engrossed the honors
due to Jesus Christ.” He proposed his arguments
in the syllogistic form, according to the practice
of the schools, but illustrated them with a plain-
ness which could be comprehended by the mean-
est capacity among his hearers.

This defense had ‘the effect of extending the
influence of Knox, and silencing his enemies.
Not long after this, he removed to Newcastle, and
was appointed one of King Edward’s six chaplains,
of whom four were to labor in different parts of
the kingdom, and two were to reniain with the
king, each receiving a salary of forty pounds per
ear.
! About - this time several prominent and lacra-
tive positions were offered Knox, among others, a
bishopric.  Although- through his influence the
English Church had rejected some of the papal
forms and ceremonies which it had retained, stiil
too many remained for Knox to thus connect him-
with it. -Hven at this period, agencies were
at work which effectually checked the Reforma-

‘tion in ‘England, so that at the present time, of all

the papal daughters, this church most resembles its
parent, the Roman Catholic Church.

The death of Edward VI., in 1553, brought un-
speakable grief to all the lovers of 1earmng, vir-
tue, and the Protestant faith. Knox having been
personally acquainted with this prince, speaks of
him in the highest terms. - The papal element,
however, was prominent in the Hnglish eourt, and
on the accession of Mary to the throne, Protestant-
ism was suppressed. During the persecution which
followed, in which Latimer, Cranmer, and other dis-
tinguished men suffered, Knox, at the solicitation of
his friends, retired inte France. §. N, H,

-

N o

The Work in New Zealand.

Since our last report concerning the work in
New Zealand, much time has been devoted to
visiting the ships in our port, all of which have
been supplied with Bisre EcHo, tracts, and vérions
other publications:  Many institutions in the
city, including the “Sailors’ Rest;” the «Old Men’s
Refuge,” the hospital, and the public library, have
in like manner had the truth lodged with them.
The result of these efforts, the Judgment alone will
disclose.

Tt is now one year since the third anwel’s message
was first preached here by Elder Haslk {ell and the

Lord has indeed greatly blessed and magm’ﬁed his.

truth. The Brsue Hcnois a good pioneer paper,
keeping the Sabbath question prominent. Many
are quite convinced of the correctness of our posi-
tion; but they are not prepared to .take the first
step, "and bear the cross.

Priests and laymen are strenuous in opposing the
ground we take in rclation to the law and the Sab.
bath. A letter has been received by onewho has
embraced the truth, which, though couched in a
mild form, shows the bitter spirit of those who
oppose the law of God, one jot or tittle of which can
nevetr fall 43 ‘our Lord l)lmself declarea.

, the earth ;

The wnter !

we know to be a candid man; yet he fails to sec the
beauty and perfection of the moral law, calling it
“the weak and beggarly elements of the world.”
We are glad that we have not so learned Christ.
The conclusion of the whole matter is, “TFear God,
and keep his commandments; for this is the whole
duty of man.”  The time is near for the Lord to
favor Zion; let us therefore be valiant for the truth.
Epwarp Harge.
e

’ Why Not?

MosT men and women have uuselfish impulses;
they would like to serve some good cause or to help
some struggling person. In many cases these im-
pulses never gct beyond the stage of impulse;
they appear on the horizon of thought, and disappear
like béautiful summer clouds; they are radiant, re-
mote, and unfertile. - There are some, however, to
whom these unselfish desires come more frequently,
and are more constantly present, but remain impulse
only because there scerus to be no way to make them
operative, They are perpetually suggesting the
performance of a worls which the hand seems unable
to do because the opportunity is apparently lacking.
Such men and women are often envious of those who
have been called to harder but more unselfish carecrs. -
-If such work came to their hand, they are sure they
would do it; but what service can they perform in
their limited life?

< There never was a greater mistake than that
whlch removes the need and want of the world to a
distance, which makes people feel that they are shut -
out from noble unselfishness of thought and action
by reason of the narrow range of activity about
them. There is no community so small that there

. is not room in it for the spirit and work of large-

hearted and large-minded men and women; there is
no village, no remote neighborhood, which does not
cry out for the inspiration and help of a great serv-
ice. The great problems are never at the ends of
they arc always at our own doots, and
we turn them away as if they were beggars, instead
' of God’s messengers, sent to us with a divine com-
mission for a divine work.

First and foremost, it may  be the privilege of
every man and woman to enrich the community with
one of those noble and unselfish natures which
are a perpetual ministration of Heaven in the world;
those natures which diffuse cheer and light and £aith
in high things as the sun diffuses hoat and power
through the whole atmosphere. The value of one
noble man or woman in a community is simply in-
calculable: -no service of the hands, no special work
for any cause, is comparable with it in influence and
inspiration. The influence of one man who looks
over the narrow walls of his own interests, and
carries the welfare of his neighbors in his heart and
mind, is like the falhng of the rain which revitalizes
every living thing.” This noblest service to your
kind is open to you. Does your life touch the com-
munity in which you live with the power which
stimulates every good enterprise? Does your char-
acter mean kindlier feeling, purer rcligion, better
education for and among your 1)010111)01s —Chris-
tian Union.

. -
.

Liapormrs wanted ! The enterprise of winning
souls from sin to rightcousness, is great in mag-
nitude, great in importance. It has engrossed
the attention and efforts of the ablest, and best
of earth, the angels of -lieaven, and God himself,
It is worthy of the best talent and culture of the
age, and he who gives himself to the work will
not be debased by having his name among the.
worthies who subdue kingdoms and work right-
cousness. The work itself is honorable. While
the president of the railway may look down upom
the poor man, who, with shovel and pick, builds"
the track, or wpon the brakeman of the train, yet
not so is it in the matter of holiness.” The
Master is the personal friend and companion of
‘all who toil in the way, Labor there ennobles,
toil cultures, and hemy burdens . bring mcte%sed
stlength ~—Methodist. <
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WITH 715 LOVE.

PATIENCE

THEY are such tiny feet !
They have gone such a little way to meet
The years which are reguired to break
Their steps to evenness, and make
Them go

- More sure and slow !

They are such little hauds !

Be kind. Things are so new, and life bat stands
A step beyond the doorway. All around

New day has found

Such tempting things to shine upon, and so

The hands are tempted hard, you know.

They are such new, young lives,

Surely their newness shrives

Them well of many sins. They see so much
That, being mortal, they would touch,

That if they reach

We must not chide. but teach.

They are such fond, clear eyes
That widen to surprise
Atevery turn; they are so often held
To sun or showers—showers soou dispelled
By looking in our face.
Love asks for such much grace.
They are such fair, frail gifts ;

- Uncertain as the rifts
Of light that lie along the sky—
They may not be here by and by—
Give them not love, but more—above
Angd harder—patience with the love,

—George Klingle.
_,_._.*,___—_

¢ Straightening out the Furrows.”

{“WrLL, I never saw anything like that Captain
Crofts round that old lady in all my life. He’s
dancing attendance from morning till night, and
sakes alive! if he isn’t tying on her sun-bonmnet foi
hér. Well T never! Wonder what ’twould seem
like to have my Bllly grow up to be as attentive as
that?’ and the volce, half scornful at first, took on
a longing, yearning expression, suggestive of tear-
ful eyes, at the mention of * my Billy.”

‘The speaker, Mrs. Bowles, lived in Seaport,
ubually spoken of as a fishing village, owing to the
faet that many fishermen had lived there in years
50119 by ; but the town was an old one, aud, possess-
ing great natural attractions, and bemg a suburban
town, many fine residences graced its winding
avenue.

tAbout two years befom, a weather-beaten, sun-
burned man, unmistakably a sailor, had bought 3
tagteful little cottage near the beach. This he had

'htted up, beautlﬁed and embellished, until Mr. |

Hhrris declared it to be a “perfect pink of a place.”

“Over this pretty house, Cap'n Sam, as the boys

"had learned to call the genial man, had installed

hi§ white-haired mother as mistress and chief, and
.a more attentive. loving son, it would appear, had
never lived.

In a small barn at the rear of the cottage was
)«th a fine, steady liorse, and a low basket carriage,
and every fine day the' captain and his wmother
“went abroad,” as Mrs. Bowles expressed it, on
loqg, pleabant drives.

As we have hinted, Cap’n Sam was a great fa-
vorite among the boys of the place. Who-else would
harness up the sturdy horse into a big wagon, and
give them such gr and drives on oceasions 7 Then
the great hickory and chestnut trees at the foot of
lns;lot were free for the boys to visit as often as they
likéd, only they niust never damage in any way the
,ﬁnq old branches ; but when it came to spinning a’
yarn, ah, then, who so beguiling, nay, so perfectly!
bewntbhmg, ag the sea-bronzed man?

But one day, the boys, quite a little crowd of
-theln, found Cap'n Sam on the rocks at the. beach.

“ Thére were breakers that afterhoon, and particularly
at duch times 1t was a [avorite diversion with the sea-
“faripg man to siton the rocky beach and watch his.
“s;ﬁond love,” the sounding sea.
was at times like these the boys delighted - in
finding their old friend, and coaxing him for one of

their “* heart’s delight,” which he well knew meant a
story of tempestuous seas or foreign lands.

But on this particular afternoon the captain was
brooding somberly, & habit he often had when by

himself, and this time he couldn’t throw off thel

mood, even at the approach of the merry boys.

At length, partly emerging from his brown study,
the captain said soberly,

“Boys, I've been trying every day of my life
for the last two years to straighten out furrows,—
and I can’t do it!1”

One boy turned his head in swrprise toward the
captain’s neatly kept place.

“0Oh, I don’t mean that kind, lad. I don’t mean
land farrows,” continued the captain, so soberly
that the attention of the boys became breathless as
he went on :—

“When I was a lad, about the age of you boys, I
was what they called a ‘hard case;” not exactly bad
or vicious, but wayward and wild. ‘Well, my dear
old mother used to eoax, pray, and punish; my
father was dead, making it all the harder for her,
but she never got impatient. How in the world she
bore with all my stubborn, vexing ways so patiently
will always be to me one of the mysteries in life. I
knew it was troubling her, knew it was changing her
pretty face and making it look anxious and old.
After a while, tiring of all restraint, I ran away,
went off to sea; and a rough time I had of it at
first. Still I liked the water, and liked journeying
round from place to place. Then I settled down to
business in & foreign land, and soon became pros-
perous, and now began sendmg her something be-
sides empty letters. And such beautiful letters as
she always wrote me during those years of cruel
absence. At length I noticed how longing they
grew, longing for the presence of the son who used
to try her so;. and it awoke a corresponding long-
ing in my own heart to go back to the dear, wait-
ing soul.

“8o when I could notstand it any longer, I came
back ; and such a welcome, and such a surprise!
My mother i not a ver y old lady, but the first thing
I'noticed was the whiteness of her hair, and the deep
furrows on her brow; and I knew I had helped
blanch that hair to 1ts snowy whiteness, and had
drawn those lines on that smooth forehead.
those are the furrows I've been trying to straighten
out.

“But last vight, while mother was sleeping in her
chair, I sat thinking it all over, and looked to sce
what progress I had made.

“Her face was very peaceful, and the expression

as contented as possible, but the furrows were still.

there ! I hadn’t succeeded in straightening them
out, and-—I—never—shall ! never!

“When they lay my mother—my fair old sweet-
heart——in her caskef, there will be furrows in her
brow; and I think it a wholesome lesson to teach
you, that the neglect you offer your parents’ counsels
now, and the frouble you cause them, will abide, my
lads, it will abide!?” -

“«But.” broke in Freddie Hnlhs with great,
troubled eyes, ““I should think if you're so good and
kind now, it needn’t matter so much "

“Ah, Ireddie, my boy,” said the quavery voice
of the strong man, “you cannot undo the past.
Youmay do much to atone for it, do much to make the
rough path smooth; but you can’t straighten out the
old fmrows, my laddies, reinember that ”

“Guess I'll chop some wood mother spoke of ; I'd
most forgotten,” said lively Junmy Hollis, in a
strapgely quiet tone for him., :

“Yes, and I’ve got some errands to do !’ suddenly
remembered Billy Bowles.

“Touched and taken !”” said the kindly captain to
himself, as the boys tramped off, keeping step in a

-thoughtful, soldier-like way.

And Mrs. Bowles declared, a fmtnmht afterward,
that Billy was “really getting to be a comfort in-
stead of a pest; guessed he was a~copying the cap-
tain, trying to be. good to his ma,—Lord bless the
deal\, good man "’

Then Mrs. Hollis, meeting the captain about
that time, rem‘\rked that Jlmmy always meant to be

And |-

a good boy, but he was actually being one now-a-.
days. “Guess your stories they like so much have
morals to them now and then,” added the gratified
mother, with a smile.

As Mrs. Hollis passed on, Captain Sam, with
folded arms and head bent down said softly to him-
self,

“Well, I shall be thankful enough if words of
mine will help the dear boys to keep the furrows
away from their mothers’ brows; for once there, it
is a difficult task straightening them out. "— Harriet
A. Checver. .

e
The Commandments.

Tug Cameron family were seated in their library
one Sabbath afternoon, each quietly absorbed in a
good bool ‘or paper, when a passing carriage at-
tracted the attention of Annie, who was seated in
the bay-window,

“There are Judge BIOWII and his family udmo
out,” she said.

“They are going down to thc point,” said Charlie;
“they don’t seem to ‘remember the Sabbath da_) to’
keep it holy.”’

«Father,” sald Edward, “James says his fathen
says that those old commandments are not in force
now. He says that those ceremonics and laws of
the Jews have passed away; that Christ came to
show us a more perfect way of living, and now we
do not need those commandnients and are not bound
by them.”

“Let us see how that is, children,” said the
father. “Thisis an important subject. ¢ What did
God at first reveal to man for the rule of his obedi-
ence?”

<Ol I know,” said Annie; “that’s in the cate-
chism, <The rule which God at first revealed to_
man for his obedience was the moral law.”

“Wherein i3 the moral law summarily compre-
hended?”

“The moral law is Summauly comprehended in
the ten commandments.”

“That is, these commandments contain the sum
and substance of all the moral law, briefly expressed,”
added Mrs. Cawmeron. .
“Now,” said the father, “did Christ nullify, or
make of no effeet, the law of God, which is summed
up in the ten commandmeuts? Edward, read what
he says in Matt. 5:17-19.”

Edward found the place and read: “Think not
that T am come to destroy the law or the prophets:
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily
I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law till
all Dbe fulfilled,” &c.

“Far from destroying or settmg aside the law
he confirmed it by showing the true spirit of it and
that a mere formal and outward observance of it is
not enongh.”

St Paul says,” added the mother, reading from

Rom. 8:381, “*Do we then make void the law
through faith? God forbid; yea, we establish the
la,\,V tRd]

“But,” said Edward, “when Jegus was asked

‘which commandnient was the greatest, did he not

give two new ones that he said were the greatest of
all?”

“Let us go back to the catechism.
sum of the ten eommandments?
d | answer.”

«“¢The sum of the ten conunandments is, to love
the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our
soul, with all our strength, and with all our 1mind:
and our neighbor as owrselves.””

“These are Christ’s two commandments.
comprehend, or inelude, all,
foundation.”

«QOh, I see,” said Bdward. < If we love God with
all our heart, we shall keep the first four command-

“What is the
Mother may

They
Love, you see, is the

‘ments, and to love our neighbor as ourselves includes

the other six.” -

“Yes, mny son. . The heart i3 the fountain of all
action. If our hearts are filled with love, our lives
will be an expression of that love: The only way
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to have a right life is to have our heart first made

right.”

“Then we are bound to keep these commandments
just as much as the Jews were before Christ came?”
asked Charlie. :

“Certainly,” answered Mrs. Cameron,  and more,
because Christ has confirmed and re-established the
law. But we must not forget that it is not by keep-
ing the law that we are saved. Paul says, ‘Xnow-
ing that a man is not justified by the works of the
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ; for by the
works of the law shall no flesh be gustlﬁed But
* faith leads to obedience. Christ said, ‘If ye love

me, keep my commandments.’” )

“But let us,” said the father, “inquire further why
the moral law is still in force, and is ‘meant; to be a
permanent expression of the duties of man toward

-his Creator. Who gave this law ?”

“God,” answered “Annie. )

. “He does not change. The relations of man to
him do not change from one generation to another.
These laws are founded on permanent principles of
the character of God, and man’s .condition and re-
laions: to him. Charlie, ‘what is the preface to
the ten commandments?”

“«The preface to the ten commandments is in
these words, I am the Lord thy God, which have
brought theé out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage.””

“«What doth the preface to the ten command-
ments teach us?”

“¢The preface to the ten commandments teacheth
us that because God is the Lord, and our God and
Redeemer, therefore we are bound to keep all his
commandments.’”

“This, then, is the reason for these commands
and the qmund of our obligation to obey. Is not
God the Lord now, and our God, just as he was of
the Jews? Did he not make us, and has he not a
right to our worship? He is not only God and our

- (od, but our Redeemer also. He has provided sal-
vation for us. He has in mercy given us a way of
escape from the Egypt of sin and its punishment,

“and invites us all to come to him throngh Christ
and be saved. How gladly should we accept the in-
vitation, that we may truly say, ‘The Lord is my
Redeemer,” and how gladly should we run in the way
of his commands, instead of seeking excuses for not
keeping.them, Let us pray that God would enlarge
our hearts that we.may delight in his command-
ments. Open your Bibles now to the one hundred
and nineteenth psalm, and we will read together the
first forty verses.”—The Presbyterian.

-
>

Give the Children Time.

Livery well-wisher of children wishes them to
grow in grace; but not every well-wisher is willing
to give them time to grow. You cannot make a
boy of six as wise as a man of forty by simply read-
ing to him the maxims of Confucius; you must
plant the principle of wisdom in hig healt and let
it grow with his growth, and gain strength with 1iis
strength. You can make a perfect little image of a
man in anevening with a jack-knife and a piece of
wood, but, after all, your man is only a wooden one.
That is not the model on which you would construct
the men your boys are going to be. Give them
time, then, to grow. Act for them as if you wish
them to be oaks whose trunks and limbs are com-
pacted with each year's slow growth; not as if you
wish them to be mushrooms, springing up in a night,
and falling to pieces at the first rough touch.~S. §.
Times.

-
~p—

A CuiLp's InEa or Home.—A child, when one
day speaking of his home to a.friend, was asked,
“Where is your home?” Looking with loving eyes

at his mother, he replied, “Where mother is!”
Was ever a question move truthfully, beautifully, or
touchingly answered ?

_Q__.__._*_.___._.._

CONV ERSATION derives its 0"reatest charm, not from
the multitude of ideas, but From their apphcatlon

Jealth and Tempevanier,

TRUE BRAVERY.

THEY are brave who know to speak
For the fallen and the weak ;

They are brave who calmly chouse
Hatred, scoffing, and abuse,

Rather than in silence shrink

From the truth they needs must think ;
They arc brave who dare to be
In the right with two or three,

;_4_._4.
Tea Tremens,

—Sel,

A a recent meeting of the Suffolk District (Mas-
sachusetts) Medical Socxef s valuable paper was read

by Dr. Bullard, calling ‘.ttenmon to the increasing.

prevalence of cases of disease due to the use of tea
and coffee. An interesting discussion followed, in
which Dr. Blodgett made the following significant
remarks concerning what he very appropriately termed
“tea tremens :"—

“One of the most frequently nuticed conditions
is a highly exalted state of the nervous system with
mcreased reflex excitability, and a tremulous con-
dition of the \oluntary muscles which justifies the

name of ‘tea tremens,’ from the similarity of this
symptom to the tremor belonging to cases of alcoholic
poisoning. This'is most ftequently noticed in serv-
ant girls, who partake frequently and exclusively of
tea as a drink, and do not obtain sufficient exercise
in the air, and live principally on fine white bread, to
the exclusion of other more wholesome and necessary
articles of natural diet. The result is-that the sys-
tem-obtains only an insufficient nutrifion, and the
organs and functions of the body suffer a loss of. or-
ganic or functional activity, or both.

‘A very important phenomenon in relation to the
detrimental action of tea is its effect upon the teeth
and other hard structures of the body. This result
is most noticeable in our Trish servant population.
and particularly in the children born of parents who
themselves emigrated to this country from Ireland.
The teeth of the parents are almost nniversally firm
and durable in structure, and beautifully clear and
white. The teeth of the children, and especially those
of the daughters, however, are found to be poorly
formed, to be of brittle structure, and fall an easy
prey to caries, and are lost at an early period. This
1s undoubtedly due to the fact that many of these
children are at service as house servants, and, when
following this occupation, are addicted to the tea-
tippling and the fine bread above deseribed. — The
result ig, that instead of the full and perfect denture
of the parents, who lived on plain and coarse food,

without any of the abominations of our modern

kitchens, these poor creatures obtain only a partial
nutrition, and, the hard structures of the body being
deprived of the necessary caleareous supply, which
resides-in the husk of the grain, and is removed in

the process of making fine flour, the teeth ave.insut- |

ficiently formed or inadequately maintained, and
. consequently are early lost.” . .
S o

Inealeulable Loss,

Ix thie perfomlance of our duty, we have been
deeply impressed with the fact that four-fifths, if
not niue-tenths, of the six thousand panpers and
criminals that fill our public institutions are in their
present sad and deplorable condition through the in-
fluence of intoxicating liquors. If we look beyond

1 these institutions to determine the cost of the lignor

traffic in this city; if we estimate the increase of the
police force necessary to meet its requirements, the
degradation emanating from the infamous. pest-
houses which it sustains, the idleness which it
fosters, the wealth which it squanders and destroys,
the poverty and disgrace which it entails, the bur-
dens and expenses which it lays upon our courts of
justice; and if we add to these the perpetual support
of so large a number of paupers and criminals—the
loss we suffer is mca,lgulable —Grand Juu of Phil-
‘adelphia.

A Healthful Diet.

Tur custom is becoming so commou in the towns
and villages, at hotels as well as private houses,
to have for breakfast oatmeal, wheaten grits, or other
cereals, with graham “gems” and fruit, so that the
traveler or guest may choose between such diet and
the usual meat and hot cake food, that our farming
communities must fall into the hﬁblt sooner or latel,
and give their children a chance to work out their
own salvation. How much clearer is the head, how
much less ‘eraving is the appetite for drinks and
stimulants, how much more under- subjection the
temper, and how mueh more healthful the whole sys-
tem, when the food is mainly of an nuexciting nature,
and how soon the taste is formed to enjoy it, and to
cease to crave after the flesh-pots which have. here-
tofore yielded their more noxious supplies.

There are many farmers and their wives who are
considering these things, but hesitate about differ-
ing with their neighbors, or are, as is tou common
in this country, afraid of their childven; butlet them
once try a change, and have their morning and
evening meals consist of grains and fruit, with well-
baked bread and not always fresh and hot, and such
vegetables as they desire, and milk for the children;
water instead of coffee, and see if, after a sufficient
length of time to produce effects, there is not more
health, peacé, and contentment in the household,.
and a consciousness that the way is not being pre-
pared for subscquent violence and breaches of God’s.
and man’s laws, occasioned by gross appetites and
indulgence.—New England Farmer,

—————————

-Neeessity of Food for Students,

Tae notion that those who work only with their
brains need less food than those who labor with
their hands has been the cause of untold mischief.
Students and literary men have often been the vie-
tims of a slow starvation from this ignorance of the
fact that miental laber causes a greater waste of
tissue than museular.  According to careful esti-
mates, three hours of hard study wear out the body
more than a whole day at the anvil, or on the farm,
«Without phosphorus no thought,” is a German
saying, and the consumption of that essential ingre-
dient of the hrain increases in proportion to the
amount of labor which the organ is required to per-
form. The wear and tear of the brain are easily
measured by careful examination of the salts in hqmd
secretions. The importance of the brain as a work-
ing organ.is shown by the amount of blood it re-
ceives, which is proportionately greater than that of
any otherpart of the body, One-fifth of the blood goes
to the brain, though its average weight is only one-
fortieth the average weight of the body. This fact
alone would be sufﬁcient to prove that brain workers
need mote food and better food than mechanies and
farm labovers.—Journal of Chemistry,

e -

How Oleomargarine is Made.

OrmomarcariNg is made in the following way:
Animal fat, over the sirface of which salt has been
sprinkled, is heated to about 120, fahrenheit. The
fat melts to oil, the straight fat rising to the top,
the poorer part settling to the bottom. The poorer
portion is exported to Kurope for candle-making.
The clear fat is placed inlarge boxes holding 500 to
600 pounds, and is allowed “to cool and granulate.
It is next placed in heavy duck bags, and submitted
to a hydraulic pressure of from fifty to seventy tons
0 the square inch. Under this pressure the oleo oil
flows out, leaving the hiard stearine, which is largely
uged to mix with lard. The oil is then mixed with
milk and real butter, the latter being added in greater
or less amount, depending on the kind of product
desired. TThe niixtureis churned like regular butter,
and the product is oléomargarine. Instead of the
straight animal fat, suet is often used. Butierine
is a compound of lard and butter.—Sel.

e
A two-foot rule;: Keep your feet dry.
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Bitile Studont,

Synopsis of the Present Truth.—No. I.

THERE are many truths which maintain a uniform
importance through every age of the world; there
are others which are more important at particular
periods. 2 Peter 1:12.

Every age of the world has had its present truth,
Many different nations and localities have at times
had a present truth. Ask Noah how this was in his
day, when he was preparing the ark. Ask Lot. Ask
the Hebrews in Babylonish captivity. Ask the
disciples at the first advent of Christ. To the last
generation of the antediluvians, the preaching of a
soon-coming flood, a flood to come upon them, was
emphatically present truth. To flee from their fire-
doomed city, was once an urgent present truth to the
Sodomites. So the Hebrews in captivity learned
that the preaching of Jeremiah was a present truth
which they had not very well heeded. And in the
years that immediately preceded the appearing of
the Son of man upon the earth, the proclamation of
‘a soon-coming Messiah was present truth ; and
afterward it was present truth to proclaim that the
Messiah had come, had been crucitied, had risen from:
the dead, and had ascended to heaven to be man’s
me(hator

The present age can certainly be no exception to

this general rule; this also has its present truth.
‘The whole world is concerned in this, whatever it
may be; and all should have sufficient interest in it
to inquire what it is.  We believe that the present
truth for this age is the concentration, and culmi-
nation of all bygone truth. Here the chains of
prophecy all center and terminate. It is this gen-
eration that is filling up at the same time its cup of
iniquity and the last outlines of probationary time,
as drawn by the pencil of inspiration; and the pro-
phetic finger points to a work of decision and judg-
ment now being accomplished in the courts of
heaven.

Those who have not examined the subjects, which,
it outline, are now to claim our attention, and to
whom therefore this language may seem unwarrant-
able, are requested to suspend judgment till they
shall have examined, at least briefly, the evidences
upon which these declarations rest. In view of the
elornity before us, and the fact that the truth alone
will avail us when the decisions of the great day

shall fix our destiny forever, no one can afford to
invent a theory, and try to bend the word of God to|
its support; nor can we any belter afford to pass by
those things which may affect our eternal salvation.
‘What, then, is the present truth for this time, and
how can it be shown? The present truth of any age
is simply the prophecies which are fulfilling in that
‘age, or the futfillment of which is immediately im-
‘pending. Events, unless they are themselves fore-'
ttold, or unless they have a bearing on some that are
fmetold however imposing or seemingly important
ithey may be, have no significance as pertaining to-
those thmgs which it is essential for the people of
‘that time to know. But the leading prophecies of
:the Bible are not detached and isolated declarations;
tthey are rather revelations of long series of consecu- |
itive events. The later events have a definite re-
flation to those that go before; the present has a’
tclose connection with the past,
i -Looking back upon the centuries that are past,
,we can trace, with an accuracy that defies the cavil-
lings of skepticism and infidelity, the hand of God
%m the fulfillment of pr.pheey. Banecroft in his
¢ History Discourses,” thus eloquently speaks: “The
player of the patmalch\ hen he desired to- behold
#he Divinity face to face, was denied; but he was
able to catch a glimpse of Jehovah after he had
ipassed by; and so it fares with our search for him
in the wrestlings of the world. Itis when the hour
of conflict is over that history comes to a right un-
derstanding of the strife, and is ready to exclaim,
‘Lo! God is here, and we knew it not.” At the
foot of every page in the annals of nations may be
iwritten, ‘Grod reigns” Kvents as they pass away

‘proclaim their original;’ and if you will but listen
reverently, you may hear the receding centuries, as
they roll into the dim distances of departed time,
perpetually chanting ‘Tr Drum Laupamus,” with
all the choral voices of the countless congregation
of the age.”

Prophecy is as old as the plan of redemption.
The promise, The seed of the woman shall bruise
the serpent’s head, is synchronous with the sad de-
parture of Adam and Eve from the gate of Paradise,
sinners, needing redemption. For long ages the
Bible gives us all we have of either prophecy or his-
tory. We pass over these to the time when the
authentic records of uninspired historians commence;
for we are chiefly concerned to learn how man has
recorded the fulfillments of God’s word.,

In the second chapter of Daniel is given us a re-
markable prophecy under the symbol of a great
metallic image, This image is described as one the
brightness of which was excellent, and the form
thereof terrible. The head of the image was of fine

gold. Beginning with this head, let us look to the
history of that time for an exn'anation.

HEAD OF GOLD.

THE

Twenty-six centuries ago was founded the Baby-
lonish empire by Belesis, otherwise called Nabon-
assar, and known in Secripture as Baladan. Isa.389:
1, B.¢c. 747. It arose from the ancient empire of
the Assyrians, founded by Nimrod, the great grand-
son of Noah (Gen. 10:9, 10 ), which had governed
Asia for about thirteen hundred years. (Prideaux’s
Conneetion, vol.i. p. 60.) It became connected
with the people of God when Esarhaddon captured
Manasseh, king of Judah, s, ¢. 677, and is hence
introduced into prophecy. (Prideaux, vol. i.p. 80.)
It reached the summit of its greatness and glory
under Nehuchadnezzar, who overran Asia Minor,
Phenicia, Egypt, Syria, and Palestine. (Butler’s
Hist., p. 22) :

Jeremiah, B. ¢. 606, prophesied -of the coming of
Nebuchadnezzar against Judah and Jerusalem, and
the captivity of seventy years that was to follow,
This came to pass accordingly. In the same year
Jerusalem was taken, and many of its inhabitants
carried away captive to Babylon. Among these
were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.

A revelation of the world’s then future history
now opens. A succession of events is unfolded,
reaching down to our own time, and a little beyond,
which has employed the pens of all historians from
that day to this, and will continue to employ them
till the consummation of all things.

Nebuchadnezzar ascended the throne of Babylon on
the death of liis 'father Nabopolassar, 5. ¢. 6051 (Bliss’
Anal. Sacred Chronology, p. 128). In the second
year of his reign, as related in Dan. 2, he ¢ dreamed
dreams wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his
sleep brake from him.” The magicians and astrolo-
gers having failed to comprehend the matter, it was
revealed to Daniel, and he made known to the king
the dream and the interpretation thereof. He stated
to him a fact which is a source of rejoicing to God’s
people even to the present day; namely, that there
is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and
maketh known what shall be in the latter days.
He told him that he had seen a great image whose
brightness was excellent, and form terrible ; that its
head was of fine gold, its breast and arms of gilver,

'its belly and sides of brass, its legs of iron, and its
feet part of iron and part of clay. A stone cut out.

of the mountain without hands smote the image
upon the feet, and the iron, clay, brass, silver, and

gold were dashed in pieces, and, like the chaff of the
summer threshing-floor, were blown away. In the
interpretation which follows, the prophet addressed
the king in these words: “Thou, O king, art a
king of kings; for the God of heaven hath given thee
a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory.

Thow art this head of gold.”

From this we know that the image which ‘nhe king
saw was a symbol of earthly governments, and that
he (or the kingdom which he represented, the king
being here put for the kingdom) was the first of
them; for, said the prophet, referring to his king-
dom, power, and strength, and glory, ¢“Thou art this
head of gold.” Thus clearly, with dates and start-
ing points all well defined, are we given the clue to

 the interpretation.

Nebuchadnezzar reigned forty-three years. He
was succeeded by his son Evilmerodach, who reigned
two years, Ivilmerodach was followed by Nerig-
lissar, who reigned four years, He was succeeded
by Laborosoarchod, who was put to death after
nine months; his reign is not counted in theC anon
of Ptolemy. This brings us to the reign of Nabon-
adius, who is the Belshazzar of Daniel. He reigned
seventeen years, to B. o. 588. (Prideaux’s Con.,
vol. i, pp. 182, 188.)

In the first year of Belshazzar, Daniel had a dream
and vision of his head upon his bed (Dan. 7:1),in
which were revealed the same essential events as set
forth in the image shown to Nebuchadnezzar, He
saw the four winds of heaven strive upon the great
sea (the sea denoting peoples and tongues, and the
four winds, wars and civil commotions among them.
Rev. 17 :15; Jer. 25 :82, 88), and four great beasts
came up dwerse one Erom the other. The beasts are
declared plzunly to be four kings (or kingdoms)
which should axise out of the earth, Verse 17.

The first was like a lion, having eagle's wings,
representing the first universal or Chaldern empire,
the same as the head of gold. Daniel beheld till
the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up
from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a
man, and a man’s heart was given to it. Verse 4.
On this verse Scott has the following note:—

“The Chaldeanempire, as advanced to its summit
of prosperity under Nebuchadnezzar, and as declin-
ing under Belshazzar, was intended by this beast.
The lion was an emblem of Nebuchadnezzar’s courage
and success in acquiring the dominion over his
neighbors; and perhaps of the superior generosity
and magnanimity with which. he ruled over the
nations. The eagle’s wings denoted the rapidity
and unabated vigor with which he prosecuted his
victories. But as the prophet saw this, he observed
‘that the wings thereof were plucked.” After the
death of Neduchadnezzar, the Chaldeans made no
more conquests ; several of the subjected nations re-

‘volted ; the Medes and Persians soon began to

straiten them; till at length Babylon was besieged
and taken, and so that monarchy was terminated.
No longer did this beast appear rapid’in conquest
as an eagle, or couragevus and terrible as a lion ; but
it was changed as it were into a human creature; it
‘gtood on its feet as 2 man, and had a man’s heart
given to it After Nebuchadnezzar's' death, the
kings of Babylon became less terrible to their foes
and subjects, and more cautious, and even timid;
till at length Belshazzar shut himself up in Babylon,
not daring to face Cyrus, as a man would not vent~
ure to face a raging bear, which a lion would despise.”
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Gold is the most precious of metals, the lion the
noblest of animals ; so the Chaldean was the most
notable of earthly governments ; not indeed in the
duration ol its existence or the extent of its dominion,
but inits grandeur and glory. Babylon, its renowned
metropolis, became under Nebuchadnezzar one of the
wonders of the world. But like the transient dream
which soon vanished from the mind of the king, and
was forgotten, and like the empty metal of the life-

“less image, so empty was all this earthly glory and
8o soon to pass. While the kings of Babylon were
rolling in luxury within its impregnable walls, in
the broad regions round about God was marshaling
his agents by which great Babylon, ¢ the glory of
kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldee’s excellency,”

© was to be brought even with the dust. Isa. 18: 19.
LEverything had been done which human wisdom
could devise for its preservation, but God’s appointed
time for its fall was approaching. THis people were
lield captive by that arrogant power; and he had
declared that when the seventy years were accom-
“plished, he would punish that nation and the king
of Babylon. Those years drew near their termi-
nation, and it was not, as it never has been, and
never can be, in the power of human wisdom to
frustrate his decrees. U. 8.

Wews  Sumamany..

A new street of tombs has been discovered at Pompeii.

There are in Bngland 725,000 more females than males,

There arc twenty-one Protestant churches in the city of
Rome,

Violent earthquake shocks have occurred recently
throughout Central Germany. X

There ave said to be 28,000 Jews in the city of Amster-
dam, 10,000 of whom are engaged in the diamond trade.

News has been received that a stcamer on the Missis-.
sippi River burned recently, sixty persons perishing in the
flames. C

Since the recent earthquakes, it Is said that the supply

" of natural gas in the vicinity of Pittsburg, Peunsylvania,
has materially diminished.

The volcano of Colima, Mexico, is in astate of eruption.
A huge white cloud overhangs the summit, causing. great
terror among the inhabitants of the neighboring villages,

Statistics, more or less accurate, show that while Ting-
lishmen eat but an average of 45 pounds of beef in a year,
Australiansaverage 1560 pounds, and Amerieans 130 pounds.

Tt is stated that Mr, Spurgeon has admitted 10,000 per-
sons to church membership in connection with his fruitfal
ministry in the Metropolitan Tabernacle and its missions.
_The reading of cheap novels is bearing fruit in Texas.
Two boys, aged respectively thirteen and fourteen years,
are under arrest in that State for killing a herder and
sixty sheep, *just for fun.”

-The London Standard reports that the number of Roman
Catholics in China has fallen off from 4,000,000 to 400,000
in a little more than a year. This decrease is largely dne
to hostility to the French.

A high Government official in thé Punjab, India, has ex-
pressed his intention to resign the lucrative position that
he has held over twenty-five years, to become a lay mission-
ary of the Church Missionary Society. ’

Darmstadt, Germany, will hereafter be a poor place for
the patent-medicine man, By a municipal law recently
passed, all sueh medicines will be analyzed, ahd the in-
gredients of whichthey are composed will be made public.

The British ship Dunoitar Oastle, from Sydney to
Wilmington, Cal., wag lostin the South Pacific Ocedn last
July. The crew were saved, after being afioat fifty-two
days in an open boaf; but the vessel was a total loss,

The severity of the recent earthquake shocks on the

-castern coast of the United States is indicated by the fact
that the Government engineers report a damage of £400,-
000 on the 600 buildings in Charleston already inspected.

A Presbyterian minister of Texas recently visited cities
in.the northern part of the country in behalf of half a
million of people in his own State, who, he says, are starv-
ing. Their destitution is the result of a drouth that had
continued fifteen months.

According to a table published in London, the numerical
strength of the leading religious bodies among English-
speaking people throughout the world is as follows : Con-
gregationalists, 5,750,000; Baptists, 8,195,000: Presby-
terians, 10,660,000 ; Methodists, 16,000,000 ; Episcopalians,
21,305,000,

The real estate belonging to Trinity Church, New York,
is worth about £1,200,000. The large income of the parish,
about £111,000, is used to support seven churches under
the rector, with eighteen clergymen and a musical staff of
over one hundred. Its grants to other churches and to
benévolent institutions exceed £20,000 per annum, '
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A SIXTEEN-PAGE RELICIOUS PAPER,
PUBLISHED MONTHLY,
- —fm RORMH FITZROY, UIGMORIA: 3

TPROSPECTUS IOoR 1557.

“HE Publishers take pleasure in announcing that the favor with which' this paper has been
& received  the past year has far exceeded their anticipations. It has steadily gained in
patronage, and has come to be acknowledged as a Reliable Expositor of
pture, and an excellent Faminy JourwaL, :

To those who have read the paper the past year, it needs no word of commendation; but

cri

‘| to others who may see this prospectus, we would say a few words as to what the paper is.

The Editorial Department .
Will contain articles on all religious topics, especially those bearing on the. fulfillment of prophecy,
and answer questions on Bible subjects. This department will be larger, and cover a much wider
range of subjects, than that of any other religious journal in the colonies. i

Ceneral Articles.

‘| The department for General Articles will contain both original and selected matter. The articles

in this division from the pen of Mrs. E. G. White are read with much satisfaction by thousands, and
are alone well worth the price of the paper. Sermons and extracts front various eminent preachers will
also appear in this depariment.

The Sabbath=-School Department

Contains interesting Bible lessons for each Sabbath, with notes. It also has a great variety of articles
from the hest Sabbath-school workers for the use of Superintendents and Teachers, as well as
instructive matter for the general reader. - -

, Health and Temperance
Forms one of the chief attractions of the paper. The richest utterances from the most devoted
laborers in the temperance field, will therefore be found in its columns,  Space will also be given to the
question of healthful living, that readers may be guarded against disease, and enjoy material prosperity.

The Home Circle
Will be filled with choice entertaining reading of the most elevated character.
- ' Missionary. ,
Under this head will be reports of home and foreign missions, and brief sketches of the lives and work of
eminent missionaries. The object of this department is to beget in the hearts of all a love for missions

and missionary work. . -

The Bible Student Department
Is to be a special feature of interest, commencing with the Januaryissne of the paper. Illustrated
articles on the prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation will appear in each number, showing the, rise
and fall of nations as predicted by the prophets of God, also the result of present-day movements
in the various quarters of the earth. To every student of prophecy these articles will be invaluable,

Bisre EcHo contains no paid advertisements, its only notices being of standard religious
books. The publishers have in view the good of the subseribers, and are desirous to not only give them
the worth of their money, but to publish a paper that will be a spiritual benefit to all who read it. The
paper will, therefore, be oufspoken in behalf of Christian morality, and in opposition to sin under
whatever form it appears. ‘ A

The -price of the journal for one year is three shillings and sixpence, post-paid. Satisfactor
terms can be arranged with those desiring to order in quantities. - .

@ D i FREEYZ P E e B4 B e Ty & I Q D o o) @ .
- SPECIAL INDUCEMENTS TO SUBSCRIBERS.

To those paying five shillings we will send BisLr EcHo one year, and forward by post a neatl
bound book of 334 pages, entitled, “ SkETCHES FrROM THE LIire oF PAvL” by Mrs. E. G. White. This work
traces, in clear and fascinating style, the history of the apostle Paul, and from his labors and sufferings, and
the instruction he gave to the churches, are drawn practical lessons of great value. No one can fail to be
interested in the subject as treated by this author. The published price of the book alone is 2s. 6d. ’

This office has also in stock a beautiful prophetic and historical Chart, 40 x 30 inches in size, tracing
the chronology of Bible characters and events, and showing the fulfillment of prophetic declarations; By
consulting this Chart, one sees at a glance in what age of the world any patriarch or prophet lived, and with
whom he was contemporary. By colored lines is also shown the relation of the two dispensations to Christ,
and to one another. It is a mine of information on Bible subjects. No one can well afford to be without
it. An explanatory Key accompanies each Chart. The subscriber who pays five shillings for the Eoro may
receive a copy of the Chart free, if he prefers it to the book mentioned above. o

Orders may be made through Mrs. L. C. Gregory, Ballarat ; S. M‘Cullagh, Sydenham Road,
Norwood, South Australia; ,Edward Hare, Turner Street, off Upper Queen Street, Auckland, New Zealand ;
or directly from Echo Publishing House, North Fitzroy, Victoria. ‘ ’

; o , PUBLISHEZRS.

No serials will be admitted.
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‘ F%ﬁm@ et Signs of the Times,

Melbour ne, Australia, January, 1887.

Tue series of meetings that were being held in Ade-
laide in the interest of the third angel’s message, closed
1‘§he first of December, resulting in the organization of

" a church of thirty-four members. There are ten or
. éwelve others who observe the seventh day as the Sab-
bath, and unite with the church in worship. We look
£or the work there to growrapidly. There is noreason
\{avhy it should\not, if ench member does what he can to
fill the openings for good that will be continually pre-
genting themselves. The news of frequent additions
to the cause in various parts of the colonies, is a sonrce
(i)f much encouragement to those most interested in the

work.

. WE Lave received. the advance sheets of a pamphlet
éetting.forth a history of the missions started in the in-
terest of the third angel's message. Among the various
cuts of our publishing houses, we notice a quite correct

" representation of BisLE EcHo Publishing House. This
will no doubt be a valuable work, as it will present to
i?cs readers the hand of God in the spread of his truth
and be a source of encouragement toward becoming co-
laborers with Him who has bidden workers go to “all
the world” with the message of his love. We shall
take pleasure in announcing the publication of the pro-
(juction. To he issued from the S. D. A. Publishing
House, Basel, Switzerland, -

* ! Wr would call special attention to the liberal offer
inade to subscribers for the Ecno, ag fourid in the pros-

pectus on page fifteen of this number. It will be seen:

that the puper is offered at 3s. 6d., post-paid, for the year,

dr by paying the additional sum of 1s. 6d. the subseriber

ay take his choice between a nice book and a colored
lithograph chart of chronology and propbecy. In order
that no one may be deprived of taking advantage of
the offer, we will say that those who have already paid
their subscription for 1887, may also receive either of
the above-mentioned premiums by sending to this offtce
the difference between what they have already paid,
and Bs., the sum necessary to secure the premium. To
those who have paid the old subscription price, 4s., we
Will gend the paper long enough to make up for what
has been overpaid.

TrE Seventh-Day Adventist Hymn and Tune Book,
4 new and exceedingly attractive publication of 640
pages, has been laid upon our table. The mechanical
part of the work has been skillfully executed, and the
dlagsifying and arranging of the hymns is all that can
be desired. It contains nearly 700 pieces of music, and
Gver 1,400 hymns. The great variety of subjects
dovered by its composition will enable the most par-
ﬁicular to find something to please their taste in its
pages. All who have examined it are unanimous in
E}ra,ising the fine selection of wordsand music used, and
the admirable arrangoment and adaptability of the sub-
jfeets to divine worship. By the time this reaches its
readers, this office w'll have received a supply of the
books, which will be furnished at the following prices:

. Half-leather bind'ng 6s. 3d.
" Sheep « v 78, 3d.
% Russia “ . v 8s. 6d.

- Turkey moroceo, with stampin giltand giltedges, 9s. 6d.
{ Levant moroceo, gilt 10s. 6d.

. For the nuse of thosc who do not care for the music,

we have books with w rds only, containing all the hymns

of the large book, an 1 numbered in exactly the same

shanner, so that both hooks can be used in the same con-

) ;regation without co:.fusion. The prices of these are

“a¢ follows :—
! Leather ... . 4s, 3d.
" Morocéo, gilt ... 6s. 3d.-

‘void .the law through tfaith?

Tar latest news respecting the Bulgarian imbroglio
s to the effect that Russia firmly rejects the candidacy
of Prince Ferdinand of Saxe Coburg, and insists on the
appointment of Prince Nicolas of Mingrelia as the
ruler of Bulgaria. Russia is massing’ troops on he
western border, Bulgaria, left to herself, would of course
have to submit ; for the Russian bear has his paw
upon her, and what can she do? But the other Euro_
pean powers are showing signs of irritation, and may
think it is time that a check was put upon Russian ag-
gression. The situation is critical, and exciting news
may come any day.

DURING the month two marine disasters have ‘been
added to the long list of accidents that have occurred
on the Anstralian coast. The first was the wreck of
the Corangamite in Wreck Bay on'the 6th of December,
In this instance fortunately no lives were lost. Two
days later a colligion occurred between the Keilawarra,
bound from Sydney to Brisbane and other Queensland
ports, and the Helen Nicoll. The Helen Nicoll was
not seriously injured; but the Kiclawarra sank in a
few minutes. By this sad accident over forty persons
met a sudden and terrible death. These repeated
causalities emphasize the need of greater care in navi-
gating these dangerous coasts, and we are glad tolearn
that the Marine Board have promptly taken the matter
in hand.

Do you keep the Sabbath? If you do not keep
(od’s Sabbath on earth as he directs, can you expect
him to give you a Sabbath in heaven as you desire ?
(See Isa. 58:13.) The Sabbathis a test of our loyalty
to God. Refusal to “keep itholy,” ig rebellion against
him; and he that neglects it shows that he refuses to
be under his government. Ie belongs to another, or
at least indicates his willingness to belong to another,

" LAw transgressed cannot justify its transgressor.
The law of God cannot justify any man, simply because
it condemns him; for all have sinned. ¢ By the deeds
of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight;
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” Rom. 3:20.
A dead law condemns no one—it cannot give one 2
knowledge of his sin ; for the law being dead, there is
no sin. Therefore the fact that ‘“all have sinned” is
proof: positive that the law still exists, and that it de
mands obedience of all.  “Sin is not imputed when
there is no law.” The only way to be justified from past
sing is by faith in Jesus Christ, “whom God bas set
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood,
to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins
that are past”’ In this way only can God be “just,
and the justifier” of the believer. “Do we then make
God forbid; yea, we
establish the law.” Rom. 3:3L.

Tue following from Mr. J. W. Morton, formerly
Reformed Presbyterian missionary to Hayti, is worthy
of careful consideration. Let those who read it ponder
well its statements :— ) <

(God never blessed “one day in seven” without bless-
ing a particular day. He either blessed some definite
objector nothing. You may say, indeed, without false-
hood, that God blessed “one day in seven;” but if you
mean that this act of blessing did not terminate on any
particular day, you ought toknow that yon are asserting
what is naturally impossible. As well' might you sa)
of a band of robbers, that they had ki'led “one man in
seven’ while in reality they had killed no man in par-
ticular, No, brethren, yourselves know very well that

| God had not blessed and sanctified any day but the

seventh of the seven prior to the giving of the written
law. You know that if God blessed any day of the
week at all, it was a definite day, distinet from all the
other days of the week. But this commandment say»
that ‘““the Lord blessed the Sabbath day.” Thereforc
the Sabbath day must be a particular day of the week.
Therefore the Sabbath day is not ““one day in seven,”
or an indefinite seventh part of time. Therefore it
is not “one day in seven” that we are required to re-

member, and kkeep holy, and in which we are forbidden |

to do any work ; butthe seventh day-of the week, which
was then, is now, and will be to the end of time, “thc
day of the Sabbath of the Lord” our God.

An Utter Impossibility.

MucH is said nowadays about the change of the Sab-
bath from the seventh to the first day of the week, and
many ease their consciences with the thought that such
a change was in some way accomplished by the disciples
of Christ. To say nothing of the absence of direct
Scripture evidence on the point, Elder A. T. Jones, one
of the editors of the Signs of the Times has shown the
utter impossibility of such a change. He says:—

There is, however, a way, and only one conceivable
way, in which the Sabbath could be changed : and that
is, as expressed by Alexander Campbell, by creation’s
being gone through with again. Let us take Mr. Camp-
bell’s conception, and suppose that creation is to be gone
through with again for the purpose of changing the
Sabbath ; and suppose that the present physical creation
is turned once more to chaos. In creating again, the
Lord could of course employ as many or as few days
as he pleased, according to the day which he designed
to make the Sabbath. If he should employ nine days
in the work of creation, and rest the tenth day, then
the tenth day would of course be the Sabbath. Or if
he should employ seven days or eight days, and rest
the eighth or the ninth, as the case might be, that day
would be the Sabbath. Or he might employ five days
in ereation and rest the sixth, then the sixth day ‘would
be the Sabbath; or employ four days, and rest the fifth;
or three days, and rest the fourth; ortwo days, and rest
the third; or one day, and rest the second; then the
fifth, the fourth, the third, or the second day, as the
case might be, would be the Sabbath, -

But suppose, to please the Sunday-keepersand to con-
form to their will, it be designed by the Lord to change
the Sabbath to the first day of the week. Could he do
it?—NorpossipLy ! Forsupposeall things were created
in one day, the day on which creation was performed
wounld necessarily, and of itself, be the first day, and
the rest-day, the Sabbath, therefore, could not possibly
be earlier than the second day. The first day could not
possibly be both a working day and a rest day. It
matters not though only a portion of the day should be
employed in the work, 1t would effectually destroy the
possibility of its being a rest day. TFor it could not
truthfully be called a rest day when a portion of it had
been employed in work. So upon the hypothesis of a
new creation, and upon that hypothesis alone, is it con-
ceivable that the Sabbath could be changed ; but even
upen that hypothesis, it wonld be literally impossible to
z‘lhange the Sabbath fro the seventh day to ‘the first

ay.

EKETOHES OF THE LIFE OF PAUL.

BY MRS, H. ¢. WHITE.
Author of Great Controversy, Life of Christ, Min-
istry of Peter, ete.

A plqe]y boqnd boo}: of 334 pages ornamented in gold and black.
The mcuiel}ts in the life of the great apostle are made to stand out in
great promience, and.the reader cannot fail to be intcrested in the
subject, ag treated by this author. Price, 25 6d. -

THE MINISTRATION OF ANGELS,

BY ELDER D. M. CANRIGHT,

A1S0 giving an exposition of the origin, history, and destiny of Sa-
tan, 144 pp. Price, ls,
BIBLE ECIIO,
North Fitz:oy, Victoria.

xADIE S GUIDL.

BY J. H. KELT.0GG, M. D.

This is a new work designed to fill a want long recognized by intel-
ligent women the world over, and has been pronouncel by an
eminent physician, the “Best Book Kver Written in the Interest of
Humanity.,” It treats in a chaste and delicate manner the Anatomy
and Plhysiology of Reproduction, and consirlers the several phascs of
woman’s life from the little girl to thav of the mother, The
symptoms snd treatinent of female diseases are carvefully cunsidered,
andib also gives treatment for all'discnses of ehildhood. 610 octavo
pages, with 28 illustrations. Price, 223 6d.

ELAIN FACTS FOR OLD AND YOUNG.

BY J. H, XKELLOGG, M. D.

This work has passed through fourteen editionsin the last three
years. Itis commended by leading journalists, clergymen, physicians,
and others who have examined it. It is a handsome octavo volume of
512 pages Price, 19s 6d. ’ :

Printed and published by J. O, Corliss and M, C. Asrael, for the Tn-
ternational Tract and Missionary Society, at the Echo Publishing
House, Rae and Scotchmer Streets, North Fitzroy, Victoria.
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