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CPRACE I LEAVE WITH YOU.”

“ PrAcEk I leave with you,”
This for a while must be
Thy pilgrim legacy.
The journey may bhe weary,
The pathway may be dreary ;
In heaviness
Thy load may press;
But take my peace and wait the rest;
Go bravely on, and do thy best.

“Peace [ leave with you.”
""Tis not a mcager gift ;
Ye saw the mad world lift
Me to my cross, a stranger ;
This peace | bonght through danger
And battle loss.
'"T'was by my cross
I purchased peace for thee; reeeive,
And keep the gift while you believe.

“Peace I leave with yon.”
Crowns afterward, and thrones,
Aud gold aund precious stones ;
A royal habitation,
A high and prineely station,
And peace besides
In river tides;
Then take the gift, and it shall be,
Now and henceforth, a heaven to thee:
' -—Dwight Williwms.

Grewerad  Qoticles,

God’s Dealing with Apostasy.

BY MRS, B. G. WIITE.

Tan children of Lsrael were chosen of God as his
peculiar people.  They were to be the depositaries
of his law, a distinet and holy nation, separate from
the nations around them. They were o preserve a
knowledge of the true God, and through them light
from heaven was to shed ifs healing beams to all the
world. TIn them the nations were to see a living
illustration of the superiotity of that religion which
acknowledges God as the supreme ruler of the uni-
verse, '

But in the days of Ahab, one of Tsracl’s inost
wicked kings, the people wandered far from God.
T'he heathen Jexcbel, whom Ahab marrvied, intro-
duced the worship of false gods,—Baal and the
‘Zidonian goddess Ashtoreth. Through her influ-
ence the people were taught that these idol gods
were deitics, ruling the elements of earth, five, and
water by their niystic power.” They forgot that the
earth, with its hills and valleys, its streams and
tountains, was in the hands of the living God;
that he controlled the'sun, the clouds of heaven, and

all the powers of nature. They forgot that in the
wilderness, in the day of Israel’s need, he had listened
to the prayer of Moses, and that in obedience to his
word living waters had gushed from the smitten
rock.

The Lord sent Lis prophet with words of warning
and rebuke. He came to the king, through whose
influence the people Lad been led into idolatry, and
assorted Jehoval’’s right to be the only God in

Tsrael.  Repeated warnings were given only to be
disregarded, The peopile were captivated by the

gorgeous display and fascinating rites of idol wor-
ship ; and they followed the example of their king,
and gave themselves up to the intoxicating pleasures
of a degrading and sensual worship. Led by the
king and lLis eourt, they rejected the moral govern-
ment of Jehovah, and were unfaithiul to their trust
as the depositaries of divine truth. The clear light
shone upon them ; but they preferred to follow their
own ways rather than God's ways. And the wor-
ship of God, and the good and wholesome laws he
had given them, were disregarded.

The time eame when, God could bear with them
no longer, and he sent his prophet with a message
of denunciation. Elijah came in before the king
unannounced, and, lifting his hand toward heaven,
solemnly declared . “ As the Lord God of Israel
liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew
nor rain these years, but according to my word.”
Having delivered his tervible message, he departed
as suddenly as he came, and was gone before the ag-
tonished king could frame a reply.

The word of the Lord went into immediate effect.
Apostate Tsracl should test the power of the gods to
whom they had rendered homage. They had for-
saken Him who led them up ount of Egypt, and had
forgotten the wonderful displays of his pawer at the
Red Sea and in the wilderness; and he withdrew
his gracious blessings, which they had taken as a
matter of course, without gratitude, with ut even
acknowledging them ag his gifts. He cut off the
dew and rain of heaven ; and what a scene of deso-
lation the parched and barren earth became. Now
the people could see the . difference between the
power of the true God and the false. Now they
could see that e who created nature could control
her laws, and conld make them the instruments of
blessing or destruction.

The priests of Baal have worshiped nature, and
have exalted the created above the Creator. All
the blessings they have enjoyed have been ascribed
to nature and their gods. Now they have an op-
portunity of proving the power of their gods, and of
showing that Elijah’s words are false. They have
altars and priests, and expensive sacrifices are pro-
vided to be offered to their idol gods. If nature,
governed by her infallible laws, continues her course
in defiance of Jehovah’s threatenings, then let nature
be exalted above the God of nature. If Baal can
bring showers of rain ; if he can clothe the fields
with verdure, and cause vegetation to flourish ; if
he can bring forth the harvest in its season, and
thus provide food for man and beast, then let the
gods of wood and stone be worshiped. Who shall
then fear the God of Elijah, or tremble at the words
of the prophet ? ,

The famine came, with all its horrors; but the
people did not learn the lesson God would feach

-is the God ! The Lord he is the God!”

them. They did not humble their proud hearts,
but began to search for some cause other than the
true one for their sufferings. They finally decided
that Llijah was responsible for all their misery. He -
had told them that they were breaking the law of
God ; that all, both teachers and people, were given
to idolatry ; and he had announced that the Lord
would bear with them nolonger. If they could only
put Elijah out of the way, their troubles would he
at an end. The king searched for him through all
the land, and there was no nation or kingdom whither -
he did not send messengers to seek for the man whom
he feared and hated. .

At last the word. of the Lord came to Elijah:
«“@Go, show thyself unto Ahab; and I will send
rain upon.the earth.” The king and the prophet
meet, and the king haughtily demands, ¢ Art thon
he thiat troubleth Israel P The prophet casts back
the imputation. « I have not troubled Israel,” he
replies ; “but thou and thy father’s house, in that ye
have forsaken the eommandments of the Lord, and
thou hast followed Baalim.”

1t wag disregard of the law of God on the part of
Ahab and his people that had brought all their ca-
lamities upon them ; and Elijah hesitated not to de-
clare the whole truth to the guilty king. The world
is full of flatterers and dissemblers; both in palaces
and the ordinary walks of life ; but how few there
are who have the courage that Iilijah manifested,—
how few who will stand in defense of the broken law
of God in opposition to the great men of earth.

The character of Baal and that of the true God
were fully revealed at this time. In the long fam-
ine the Lord had shown himself mightier than the-

-gods of the heathen ; and then came the great test-

on Carmel, when fire fell from heaven and consumed
the sacrifice of Llijah. The people were now ready
to admit that the Grod of Elijah was above every god;
and with one accord they exclaimed, « The Lord he
But they
must be protected from those who had taught them
idolatry., That they might no longer allure souls to
ruin, Elijah was directed to destroy the four hun-
dred and fifty false teachers who had led the people
to transgress, When Israel had acknowledged al-
legiance to the true God, and the priests of Baal
had been slain, the windows of heaven were opened,

‘|and the blessed showers were permitted to fall on

the seared and blackened earth.

The character of God has not changed. Heis
still the mighty God of Israel. ‘ Behold, the nations
are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the
small dust of the balance; behold, he taketh up the
isles as a very little thing. And Lebanon is not
sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient
for a burnt offering.  All nations before him are as
nothing ; and they are counted to him less than
nothing, and vanity.” And he is just as jealous for
his law now as he was in the days of Ahab and
Elijah, .

And how that law is disregarded at the present
time! It is made void by many, even among pro-
fessed Christians, This is a truth-hating, Bible-
neglecting, froward generation. By many it is con-
sidercd an evidence of superior ability and learning
to sneer at the word of God ; and in many cases
those who arc simple enough to take that word just
as it reads, and believe it, are subjocts of ridicule. -
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But the Lord will not suffer his law to be -broken
with impunity. There is a time coming ‘ when the
lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughti-
ness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord
‘alone shall be cxalted in that day.” Then they will
learn the important lesson that the « fear of the Lord
ig the beginning of wisdom ;” they will realize that
ia ¢ good understanding have all they that do his
ccommandments.” i
: e

The Coming Christ,

. Jmsvs of Nazareth began his public ministry ab
‘the age of thirty, pursued it for some three years
thereafter, died on the cross under the decree of
Pontius Pilate, rose from the dead on the third day,
and after forty days left the carth by a miraculous
ascengion into heaven. The Bible follows this Jesus
into heaven, and presenfs him to us as there seated
‘on the right hand of the Majesty on high, as the
{*High Priest of our profession.”

The Bible, however, does not stop with this reve-
lation of Clivist in heaven. It goes further than
this, and extends our view to a period in the great
future, when this Prince and High Priest in heaven,
this Saviour of sinners, this Man divine, will return,
personally and visibly, to our world, and states the
object thereof with a general outline of the facts and
events that will be connected with that return. The
revelations of God’s word on this point startle the
mind with their overwhelming and awful grandeur.
No one believing them can read them and be un-
impressed by them, << ‘
~ The ascension of Jesus into heaven occurred at
Bethany in the presence of the apostles whom he
had chosen,” who saw him as he went up, and to
whom, ¢while they "looked steadfastly toward
heaven,” two angels, appearing as men, spake the
following words :  “Ye men of Galilee, why stand
ye gazing up into heaven ?  This same Jesus, which
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
Jesus had scarcely vanished from their sight when
this announcement greeted their ears, assuring them
that he would come back again to this world, and
that the manner of the coming would be like that of
his departure, but not informing them when or for
what purpese he would thus retwrn to carth. Tt
was enough for them to know that he had left this
world by ascension into heaven, and that he had not
left it forever. :

Peter, who was an eye-witness of the scene, a
hearer of what the angels said, and a believer in the
fact that Jesus had gone into heaven, and was there,
goon after referred to him in the following terms :
“ Whom the heaven must receive until the times of
restitution of all things which God hath spoken by

« the mouth of his prophets since the world began.”
The Rev. Mr. Barnes, in his Notes on Acts, under-
stands the word here translated ¢restitution” to
mean the completion, the filling up, the consum-
mation and fulfilment of prophecy relating to the
whole Messianic plan of God on earth. The word
“until ” suggests that, when this shall have been
accomplished, Jesus will again personally revisit
our world, not necessarily to remain here, but that
he would appear here a second time., Prior to this
he would be in heaven, whither he had just ascended.

Christ himself, at different times and on various
occasions, used language calculated, and, indeed, in-
tended, to convey theidea of both his departure from,
and his subsequent return-to, this world. The fol-
lowing passages illustrate this statement :—

“What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend
up where he wags before 7”7 «I go to prepare a place
for you; and if I go to prepare a place for you, I
will come again and receive you unto myself, that
where I am there ye may be also.” I will not
leave you comfortless ; I will come unto youn.” <« If
ye loved me, ye would rejoice because I said, I go
unto my Father.” ¢ But now I go my way to Him
that sent me.” ¢ It is expedient for you that I go
away ; for if I go not away the Comforter will not
come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him
unto you.” «A little while, and ye shall not see

me, and again a little while and ye shall see
me, because I go to the Father” «I came forth
from the Father, and am come into the world ;
again T leave the world and go to the Father.”

These passages contain clear intimations of
Christ’s depariure from this world, as subsequently
accomplished by his death, resurrection, and ascen-
sion into heaven; and some of them also contain
intimations that he would come back again and re-
ceive his followers unto himself. DBoth ideas were
on his lips, especially toward the close of his publie
ministry. ‘

The twenty-fitth chapter of Matthew records the
answer which Jesus gave to the question of his dis-
ciples in respect to the end of the world. These
are his words : “ When the Son of man shall come
in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory ; and be-
fore him shall be gathered all nations ; and he shall
separate them one from another, as a shepherd di-
videth his sheep from the goats; and he shall set
the sheep on his vight hand, but the goats on the
left.”  The sheep here represent the righteons ; and
to them Christ will say : ¢ Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdomn prepared for you from
the foundation of the world.” The goats represent
the wicked ; and to them Christ will say: ¢ Depart
from . me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels.” The sequel is thus
stated : * And these [the wicked]shall go away in-
to everlasting punishment ; but the righteous into
life eternal.”

Here is a coming of Christ declared by himself
in words applicable, not to the destruction of Jeru-
salom, but only to the final and general Jndgment,
as elsewhere taught in the Bible. This coming is
connected with that Judgment. Christ places him-
self on the Judgment throne. Paul tells us that
God “hath appointed a day in the which he will
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom
he hath ordained, whereof he hath given assurance
unto all men in that he hath raised him from the
dead.” "He also says that we must all appear beforc
the Judgment seat of Christ, that every one may
receive the things done in his body, according to
that he. hath done, whether it be good or bad.
What Christ says about his coming, the gathering
of all nations before him, and his adjudication upon
their character and destiny, not only associates that
coming with the final Judgment, but corresponds
with what the apostle says. He will at last cowe,
not to die for sinners, and not to preach to them a
gospel of salvation, but to judge the world in right-
eousness.  God has appointed the day or time for
this Judgment ; and if so, then he has appointed
the time of the coming.

The same apostle, alluding, in his first epistle to
the Corinthians, to the resurrection of the dead,
says that “as in Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive,” and then adds: “ But
every man in his own order : Christ the first-fruits ;
afterward they that ave Chuist's at his coming.”
The order here stated is the resurrection of Christ
first, as “ the first-fruits,” or pledge, of that of hig
people, and then their resurrection *“at his coming.”
This connects the resurrection with the second com-
ing of Christ, At this coming his own words will
be fulfilled : « Marvel not at this; for the hour is
coming in the which all that are in the graves shall
hear his voice, and-shall come forth ; they that have
done good, unto the resurrection of life ; and they
that have done evil, unto the resurrection of dam-
nation.”

Paul,in his first epistle to the Thessalonians, refers,
in the following manner, to the the second coming
of Christ and the events connected therewith : « For
this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that
we [Christians then living] which are alive and re-

‘main unto the coming of the Lord, shall not pre-

vent [precede] them which are asleep. For the

Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,

with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump
of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.
Then we [Christians then living] which are alive
and remain, shall be caught up together with them

in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ; and so
shall we ever be with the Lord.” Here the fact of
Christ’s descent from heaven is distinctly stated ;
and with it is connected the resurrection of the
righteous dead, and -also the change in respect to
Christians then living.  Christians, whether the
risen dead or those then living, will meet the Lord
in-the air, and will ever be with the Lord. .

The same general thought was in the mind of the
apostle when, in his epistle to the Philippians, he
said: «“Tor our conversation [citizenship] is in
heaven, from whence also we lock for the Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall ‘change our vile
body, that it may be fashioned like unto his gloxious
body, according to the working whereby he is able
éven to subdue all things unto himself.” What
Paul looked for, as he stated, is evidently the sec-
ond coming of Christ, or his descent from heaven;
and with this event he associated the change of ““our
vile body,” of which, in his first epistle to the Cor-
inthians, he speaks as taking place “in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump,”
« when the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”
Wonderful language, and wonderful thoughts ex-
pressed by it.

8o, also, in Paul’s second cpistle to the Thessa-
lonians, we have these words: *Secing it is a
righteons thing with God to recompense tribula-
tion to them that trouble you, and, to you who
are troubled, rest with us, when the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them
that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord and from the glory of his power, when he shall
come to be glorficd in his saints, and to be admired
in all them that believe (because our testimony
among you was believed) in that day.” The¢“day ™
here mentioned is the day, or time, ¢ when the Lord
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven,” *¢ when he
shall come to be glorified in his saints,” and when he
will * recompense” rest to the righteous and punish-
ment to the wicked—a glorious day to the one, and
a wrathful day to the other. The rcference here
is manifestly to the second coming of Christ, and to
the events, as here set forth, that stand connected
with that coming, He will then ‘ descend from

‘heaven,” and reappear in our world, attended b
s s y

‘“his mighty angels.” There will be no doubters
then as to the second advent. The good andthe
bad will alike understand that Christ has come.—
Samuel T'. Spear, D. D.,m Independent.

e
-

The Reasons Why.

We are frequently asked what use there is in
preaching the slecp of the dead, the destruction of
the wicked, cte., even granting that our views on
these subjectsarecorrect.  What goodwillitdo?  Is
it worth while to make divisions upon mere theo-
retical doctrines? We reply that we preach these
doctrines—

1. Because they ave true ; and it is through the
truth that we are to be sanctified, and not through
error. John 17 :17; 8:32: 2 Thess. 2:13.

2. Because the word of God teaches them, and
we are commanded : “ Preach the word.” 2 Tim.
4:2.

3. Because these doctrines commend themselves
to the reason, judgment, and conscience of men, to
which we are to appeal. Isa.1:18; 1 Cor. 11:13;
2 Cor. 4:2,

4. Because the opposite of these truths ; namely,
the immortality of the soul, the conscious state of
the dead, and eternal torment of the wicked, is a
virtual repetition of one of Satan’s earliest false-
hoods.  (Sec Gen. 3:1-5.) ~

5. Because the absurdity of the doctrine of an
endless hell has driven thousandsinto Universalism.

6. Because the unreasonableness and injustice of
eternal tornient have driven tens of thousands into
infidelity. C

7. Because the doctrine of the immortality of the
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soul is the very corncr-stone and foundation of
Spiritualism,

8. DBecause the preaching of the horrors of a never-
ending hell does not, as it is claimed, drive men to
- love God, as daily observation shows,

9. Beenuse the preacling of the truth concerning
the just punishment which God will infliet upon tlie
smnc1, does win nuultitudes from skuphemn to faith
in the Bible, and to embrace Christianity, as we are
able to testify.

10. Because the principles ofinterpretation adopted
to sustain these doctrines compel men to make the
Bible mean just the opposite of what it plainly says.
Thus, when the word of God gays man is mortal
(Job e 17), it means that he is immortal; to die
means to live; to fall asleep means to wake up; to
know nothing (Eecl. 9:5) means to know every-
thing ; to go into the grave (Iicel. 9:10) means to
gatoheaven; to perish (John 3 :16) moans o ho pre-
served eternally ; to destroy (2 Pet. 2:12) is to
render indestructible ; to be burned up (Mal. 4: 1)
i3 to be made a living salamander; the lake of fire
(Rev. 21 : 8) means a guilty conscience, eto.

With such teaching as this, it is no wonder that
the mass of the people are turning away from the
Bible as a dark book. God in his merey to men is
lifting this cloud of error, and is causing the light
of truth to skine upon the doctrines of his holy word.
W rejoice for the eonsolation, and feel like proclaim-

.ing it to all around. D, M. €.

B
B

Peace with God,

“Tiurrerorn being justified by [aith, we have
peace with God through our Tord Jesus Christ : by
whom also we have accoss Dby laith into this grace
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 0101y of
Grod.” Rom. 5: ] 2. I do not design to write a
sermon, or indulge 'm a long talk, on this all-impor-
tant portion of the word of God 5 but a few thoughts
may help some honest soul in the narrow way to
heaven.

Here are four ibems of truth of great importares
1. Justified by faith ; 2. Peace with God ; 3. Ac-
cess to graee; and, 4. By this, rejoieing in hope of
the glory of God. Justification here has no refer-
ence to our good works, .but to our evil works; in
other words, it refers to the pardon of ouar pagt sins.
A poor lost sinner sees himself, ag such, condemned.
He knows no peace, has a carnal mind, has done
nothing but sin all his days ; anbehevmg that there
isa S‘mom le cries ous in faith, God be merciful to
me a smne[' Then how sweet t‘xe Saviour’s voice,
Thy sins arc forgiven. Go in peace, and sin no
more! Oh, whab a change,—passing from death to
life | Can we know this ?

Man is so constituted that he can receive the
Holy Spixit, that which he did not have before, The
unclean spiit is cast out, the Holy Spirit fills
the heart; and there is not only pardon, but
also regoncration, being born of the Spirit.
Now there is peace with God through our Lord
Jesus .Christ.  Oh, the danger of coming short
of this! We may be baptized, and have our names
written in the church book—each good in its place ;
bat unless the Holy Spirit fills the heart, we cannot
have peace with God ; we shall have no power to
withstand the powers of darkness.

We not only receive this peace, thig grace, or Holy »

Spirit, at conversion, but through faith we have ac-
cess to this grace, or power, wherein we stand.
Now- the new man not only lives in us, but it is the
néw man that works ; therefore our wmks are not
meritorious; for they are all of grace or divine power,
which should influence all wo say and all we do.
" Language cannot express the sweelness there is in
the work of God when done in the Spirit, though
many times it may be trying. How much better
this than a daily round of duty without spirit, with-
out life! Such are our own works, which will never
forni a character for heaven. DBut the spiritual-
minded and spiritual-wocking man rejoices in hope
“of the glory of God.- Yes, hope reaches forward to
the heavenly rest, and the faithEul will soon be there.
Battle Creek, Michigan. J. Bymaron.

Why So Many Religious Sects ?

Maxny scoffers at religion, to excuse themselves
from personal vesponsibility in spiritual things, point
to the numerous conflicting sects, and inquire,
* Which one would you have me join? All profess
that they are right, and claim that all others are
wrong. If there is any plain truth in the Bible,
why are there so many dilferences of opinion and so
many sects 7’

Tt is not'difficult to account for the different con-
flicting scets among. Protestants. They have not
grown in grace and in the knowledge of our Liord
Jesus Chriss. There should have been but onc
Protestant church, and there would have been but
one had not those who first separated from Rome
permitted national prejulices and petty preconceived
opinions to divide them., These causes made the
first divisions invthe vreformed churches ; then they
stereotyped their religious opinions into creeds, and
there they stopped. . They had reached the full ex-
tent of the reformation—the ne plus wléra of their
roligious  aspivations.  After a time some few of
their numbers discovered what they considered to be
other truths of the divine word, and when they be-
gan to preach them, were thrust out of their forner
chireh xolntlonqmps In this way have risen the
Baptist, Methodist, Clristian, and other churches.
But these, in turn, have stopped just where their
leaders left them, instead of going forward, and
earnestly searching for and accepting more truth as
fast as it should be revealed to them, till to-day the

| Litherans stand just where Luther left them threc
{ handred and fitty years ago, even'if they have not

backslidden somewhat ; the Methodists believe no
more of Bible truth than Wesley taught, and in
some respects, sucl as the matter of dress and the
using of tobacco, they have even departed from his
twchmg ; the Presbyterians believe what Knox
taught ; the Calvinists, just what Calvin taught ;
and the Christians are satisfied with what Campbell
taught ; and so on through the entive list.

Nearly all the denominations have made the fatal
mistake of graduating in the knowledge of Bible
trath. God has other truths in his word besides
those which Luther and Calvin and the Wesleys and
other Reformers have taught. The reformation is
not complete yet, and will not be nntil the remnant
of the woman’s seed, which keep the commandments
of Giod and the faith of Jesus, have been developed
and called out from every kindred, tongue, and
people.  (See Rev. 12 :17 and 14 :5-20.)  This
will not be till just before the reaping time. Then
all the people of God will be in perfect harmony ;
the watchmen will see eye to eye —then they will be
ready for translation.

It is unsafe for the Protestant sects, in view of
the truths constantly being brought to light, to re-
main indifferent, and follow the example of the
Church of Rome, by trusting to their ¢ church” for
salvation. The only safe course is for every indi-
vidual to search the Bible for truth, as men seek for
hid treasures, and not stumble over the example of
those sects which have failed to walk in the advanc-
ing light of God’s word. G. D. Barrov.

Ferndate, California. . -

—_—_———
The Captive Birds.

W have somewhere read of a traveler who stood
ong day beside the cages of some birds that were
oxposed for sale, which ruffled their sunny plumage
on the wires, and struggled to be free. A wayworn
and sun-browned man, like one returned from foreign
lands, looked wistfully and sadly on these captives
till tears started in his eyes. Turning round on
their owner, he asked the price of one, paid it in
sbrange gold, and, opening the cage, set the prisoner
free; “and thus he did with captive after captive, till
every bird was away, soaring to the skies and sing-
ing on the wings of liberty. The erowd stared, and
stood amazed ; they thought him mad, ll to the
question of their cuuosxty, he replied: ©T was once
myself a captive’; I know the sweets of liberty.”
And so they who have experience of guilt, have
felt the serpent’s bite, the burmng poison in their

veing, who on the one hand have felt the sting of
conscience, and on the other the peace of faith, the
joys of hope, the love, the light, the liberty, the life,

that are found in Jesus,—they, not ecxcepting.

heaven’s highest angels, are the fittest to preach a
Saviour, to plead with man for God, or with God
for man.—Guthrie. ‘ :
————————
Worldly Conformity.

« And be not conformed to this world ; but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind.” Rom. 12 :2,

Coxrormiry to innocent manners and customs of
the people is not wrong, but commendable. We
should come as near to the people as we can and not
violate any principle of right. In going from place
to place, the apostle Paul adopted the harmless cus-
toms of differeut nations, that he might have a sav-
ing influence upon all. But to sacrifice a single
principle of right, to go contrary to one éxpress re-
quirement of the Scriptures, hoping thereby to gain

an influence for good, is one of the greatest mistakes .

that ever was made by a professor of godliness.
Our depraved nature always has a downward ten-
dency. The work of elevating men to the standard
of trath is a difficult work, demanding the greatest
cireumspection. And when any propose to do- evil
that good may come, the result 1salways evil.  And
yet we hear professed Christians say, I mustdo this
or that in violation of the express word of God, in

order to have an influence over others, to bring them .

to Christ and his trath. How entinently wise to
descend from the high and holy standard of right,
in order to elevate othel s to the position that we have
vacated ! Those who do so plainly show that, in-
stead of gaining an influence over the world for good,

they themselves are under the evil influence of the

world.

What caused the great apostasy in the professod
church? What changed the church into the harlot
of Revelation? What transformed the doctrines
and duties of Chrisbianity into heathen philosophy

and pagan rites ? or, rather, how were the former

exchanged for the latter? It was merely by de-
scending to paganism to get an influence over
pagans.

" There was a minister who acknowledged the claims
that the seventh day
was the only truec Sabbath of the Bible; but he
thonght he would have a greater influence, and be
able to do more good, by yielding to the prevailing
custom and keeping Sunday ; and so he went on
breaking a known commandment of God and calling
ginners to repentance! Probably more professed
conversion under his preaching than would had he
preached the whole truth ; but they were converted
to only a part of the tr uth, and were still transgress-
ors of the law of God, ¢. ¢., sinners, though perhaps

N

ignorantly, but their teachm knowingly. Streams

do not vise higher than their fonntams but it somo-

times happens that disciples—
“Grow wiser than their teachers are,
And better know the Lord.”

Think a moment of a temperance reformer who
takes an occasional glass with tipplers to geb an in-
fluence over them. - Just 80 it is with those who fol-
low the foolish and sinful fashions and hurtful cus-
toms of worldlings and false professors, to get an
influence over them. Some dress and adorn them-
selves in a manner expressly forbidden in the writ-
ings of the apostles. They do it, they say, to get
an influence over their friends and neighbors.  For
what purpose ?  Of course it is to convert them to
the meekness, humility, and plainness of Christ and
his teachings. They may deceive themselves ; but
worldlings of sense are not deceived, but see the
falsity of their profession, and feel and know that
they have ignored the teachings which they profess to
follow, and have come over to the side of the world.

The only way to wield an influence for good is to
live out the teachings which we profess to adopt,—
to practice the uoht ; and let all see that we are sin-
cere and true to punclple “while our suavity of man-
ners and courteous convoxsatlon prove that we have
been transformed by the renewing of the mind.

Ridgeway, New York. R. ¥. CorrrELL,
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TRUST.

:THE clouds hang heavy 'round my way, -
. I cannot see; -
:Bub through the darkness I believe
God leadeth me.

UTis sweet to keep my hand in his

: While all is dim ;
"To close my weary, aching eyes,
) And follow him.
‘Through many a thorny path he lcads
: My tired fect ;
“Through many a path of tears I go;
: But it i§ sweet

:Po know that he is close to me,

My God, my guide.
‘He leadeth me, and so I walk
. Quite satisfied.

To my blind eyes he may reveal

. No light at all;
‘But while I lean on his strong arm,

I cannot fall.

Baptism and_the Sabbath.

Deax SraNLiEy confesses that baptism in the
apostolic age was immersion ; that this ¢is the very

meaning of the word baptize;” and that “on philo=

logical grounds it is quite correet to translate John
the Baptist by John the Immerser,” He also says
that thé subjects of apostolic baptism were believers
only, and that infant baptism and the use of affusion
and aspersion arose in post-apostolic times.
This‘would secm to condemn both the theory and
practice of the English church, to which the Dean

belongs, So it does in fact; yet the Dean himself
does not. How can he avoid it after such an
avowal? His position is that “the spirit which

lives and moves in human society can override even
the most sacred ordinances.”

- The New York Independent ‘‘raises a question”
on this, and says, “If one party can justly change
both the form and subjects of the ancient rite, it may
be askell why ‘the spirit which lives and moves’ in
another; party may not (with the Quakers) dispense
with water baptism altogether.”

It will be noticed how readily the wisest men who
cail themselves Protestants take the ground of the
Catholics when they try to justify a departure from

_the letter of the sacred word. ¢ The power of the
church™ is the ground of appeal with the Romanist.
Dean Stanley has not at all improved it when he
refers the right and power to “the spirit which
lives and moves in human society,” What if this
spirit in human society should choose to dispense
with this ordinance, as here suggested, or with all
the ordinances, or with the whole Bible, and dictate
a way of its own choosing instead ? Will not “this
be justas well? It will only be carrying out the
principle laid down by the eminent Dean, and
followed by the multitude, both Catholic and Protest-
ant, :

We strongly distrust this “spirit which lives and
moves in human society,” which presumes to amend
and professes to improve the ways of the Lord’s
appointment. It seems to us to be very closely
allied to ¢the spirit which now worketh in the chil-
dren of disobedience.” Eph. 2:2. If we “try the

“spirits whether they arc of God” (1 John 4:1), we
shall find it to be the ¢ spirit of error.” And why?
Because it teaches to err from the divine precepts.
The pope, in all his presumption, never essayed to
do moré than this,—to release from that which the
Lord hds said, and to bind to that which the Lord
has not said. :

The Independent applies this principle to other

subjects, and among them, to the Sabbath. It
clings to Sunday, and yet tells some honest truth
which ought to wake up the dormant sensibilities of
some who are daubing a slight wall with untempered
mortar,, It says :— :

“The discontinuance of the observance of the
seventhiday is another case in point. True, there

. are grounds for sanctifying the first day; but how
do thesé furnish a reason for the abandonment of
the observance of the seventh? That Christ rose on
the first| day, and that the disciples assembled for
worship|on that day, may make that day sacred ;
but how!do these things make the seventh day less
sacred? The consecration of the new day would not

necessarily make it ¢ take the place’ of the old day of
rest, but would siraply give an additional sacred day.
Tndeed, the Apostolic Constitutions command the
keeping of both days. They say (Book vii. 22):
«Keep the Sabbath and the Lord’s-day festival, be-
cause the former is the memorial of the creation and
the latter of the resurrection,’ And again (viii. 82):
‘Let the slaves work five days; buat on the Sabbath
day and the Lord’s day let them have leisure to go
to chureh for instruction in piety. We have said
that the Sabbatli is on account of the creation, and
the Lord’s dny of the resurrection.’ Those who
laid down these rules evidently regarded the Lord’s
day as not superseding the ancient Sabbath, but
merely as additional to it. The fact is, there is not
a line of Seriptare to justify the discontinuance of
the observance of the seventh day. It must be
justified, if at all, on extra-scriptural ‘grounds.”

Here it secms, with the majority of authors on
this subject, to labor under a strange misapprehen-
sion as to what it takes to sanctify or make holy a
day for observance. The fact that a certain event
took place on a certain day does not prove that the
day is sanctified. The resting of the Lord on the
secventh day did not .make it holy ; but the resting
furnishes the reason for its sanctification—not by
the people, but—by the Lord himself. Thus we
read in Genesis: “And God blessed the seventh
day and sanctified it, because that in it he had rested.”
The act of sanctifying was eutirely distinet from the
resting. )

Again, in the commandment: * IFor in six days
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that in them is, and rested the scventh day ; where-
Jore [for this reason] the Lord blessed the Sabbath
day [the day of the vest], and hallowed it.” To
show a parallel reason for observing Sunday, it is
necessary, not merely to prove that Christ rose on
the first day of the week, but, to show that God
blessed and hallowed the first day because of that
event. Who hasg yet made the attempt to show that
Jehovah sanctified the first day as an act supple-
mentary to the resurrection of Christ ? Until this
is done,let no one claim reasons for keeping the
Sunday equal to those for keeping the seventh day,
the sanctified rest-day of Jehovah. And we deny
“the power of the church” in the premises. We
deny that ¢ the spirit that lives and moves in human
society” has "any right to lay its hands upon the
statutes of the Most High. Is it possible that
Protestants will join with the “ motler church” to
fulfill every partof Dan. 7 : 257 It surely looks that
way now.—James White.

-
Why Rome Loves Darkness.

Tue Roman Catholic idea of the dangers of intel-
lectual culturc may be gatherved from the following
passage in the Dublin Review:— .

“We are far from meaning that ignorance is the
Catholic youth’s best preservative against intellect-
ual danger, but it is & very powerful one, neverthe-
less ; and those who deny this are but inventing a
theory in the very teeth of manifest facts. A Catho-
lic destitute of intellectual tastes, whether in a
higher or a lower rank, may, probably enough, be
tempted to idleness, frivolity, gambling, sensuality,
but in none but the very rarest cases will he be
tempted to that which (in the Catholic view) is an
immeasurably greater calamity than any of these or
all put together ; viz., deliberate doubt on the truth
of his religion. It is simply undeniable, we say,
that the ahsence of higher education is a power-
ful preservative against apostasy, and those who
wateh over souls will reasonably refuse to beara part
in withdrawing that preservative.”

We are free to say that we believe the more intel-
lectual culture abounds among the laymen of the
Romish Chureh, the more will they be likely to drop
Rome’s superstitions, But there is nothing con-
trary to true culture or intelligence in the unadul-
terated gospel of Christ. Of course, the perverted
gospel that Rome proclaims, thrives most luxnriantly
on the soil of ignorance. There is, undoubtedly,
danger in educating human beingsin thé knowledge

of the books, if the wisdom of the Book of books is
withheld from them, A little human knowledge
serves at times to make men self-satisfied, and in
their pride of intellect they refuse to consider their
need of the knowledge that aloneinsures life eternal.
A man would surely need very little intelligence,
however, to make him doubt the truth of a religion
that would classify such doubt as «* an immeasurably
greater calamity” than idleness, frivolity, gambling,
and sensuality ‘“‘all put together.” God puts the
sensual and the unbeliever in the same catalogue.
They are alike hell-bound, the children of wrath,
only to be saved by turning from their cvil ways,
and seeking pardon through Christ. The Church
of Rome has much to answer for in forcing such
falsehoods as it does upon a people whom it pur-
posely keeps in the darkness of ignorance.—New
York Observer, ‘

.
-

Too Much Unity.

A the close of the service a few evenings ago, a
gentleman of some prominence raised the following
objection to the views -of Seventh-day Adventists.
He said, “There is too much nnity among them.
Pheir writers and speakers, and even their members,
all have the same views and offer the same argu-
ments.””  This, he said, led him to think that there
was something unsound in the doctrines. Then, to
illustrate his meaning, he said that no two of our
people would differ, while in his church there was
scarcely two that would -agree ! . '

This is an astonishing position for a professing
Oliristian to talke, and at first thought it seems al-
most impossible. But when we stop and view the
condition of Christendom, with all its diversity of
opinion and conflicting theories, and listen to the
apologies of many of the ministers because of exist-
ing eircumstances, we cease to wonder at any objec-
tion, no matter how unseriptural and unreasonable it
may be. Not long since I heard a minister of a
popular church state that these various denomina-
tions, with their creeds, were evidence of the wisdom
of God. The human family, he said, were so con-
stibuted that they could not see things alike ; they
must differ in opinion, and if there was but-one
creed, the masses who could not accept it would be
excluded from the church and its hallowed influence;
but with the present state of affairs, all could find a
home. If*a brother was so constitated that he could
not believe and subscribe to the creed of one church,
he could try another, and continue his search until
he [ound one in harmony with his views ! As a natu-
ral result of such teaching, how often do we hear
people say, « Well, we can’t all see alike ; every one
has a right to his opinion; it'makes no difference
what 2 person believes, providing he is honest.”

The principle underlying this question is an im-
portant one, and should be studied with care. Is it
true that unity of faith is an evidence of weakness ?
Is agreement on points of doctrine, and the argu-
ments by which they are proved, a just cause for
suspicion ? Because the testimony of witnesses is
harmonious and ever the same, should we charge
them with having pre-concerted a scheme to lead
the unwary astray ? ' .

Again we are told that the different churches,
with their varying creeds, are just what man needs
in his fallen state to bring the greatest number
under sacred influences. That the present division
of Clhristendom is best suited to satisfy man’s carnal
desires cannot be denied ; but we question seriously
whether this state of things meets the mind of God.
It is true that men are differently constituted. Our
organizations and training are such that we do not
naturally see things alike ; but because men do not
look -at worldly matters in the samne light, does it
necessarily follow that they cannot agree on Bible
truths ? So we are told, and so many believe.

But what saith the word? “To the law and to
the testimony ; if they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no light in them.” Isa.
8 :20. Does the Bible recognize the fact that men
are so constituted that they are prone to differ in
their opinions? It certainly does, 1 Cor. 1:11,
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12 : It hath been declared unto me of you, my
brethren, by them which are of the louse of Chloe,
that there arc contentions among you. Now this I
say, that every oue of you saith, I am of Paul; and
I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.”
From this we learn that the Corinthian hrethren
were divided with regard to religion.  One claimed
one thing, and another something else. They could
not sec alike. Hoere we certainly have an example
of division in the church.

In the third verse of the third chapter the apostle
again refers to these *divisions,” and reveals the
cause, e asks, “ Are ye not carnal, and walk as
men 7 Fromn this itis evident that the Lord knows
it i3 natural for men to differ. The question, how-

~“ever,is not, Is it natural? but, Is it right ? Is it
pleasing to God? Does the Bible encourage divis-
ions ? Let us see.  In the seventeenth chapter of
John’s Gospel is recorded the last prayer of our
Saviowr before lie withdrew to the garden, where he
wag taken by the mob. TIn the twenticth verse he
says : ¢ Neither pray I for these alone [ his diseci-
ples], but for them also which shall belicve on me
through their word.” Tlis prayer was offered for
all who believe in Christ, and reaches to the close of
probation. Now what was the burden of our Sav-
jour for his followoers ? What did he want the Father
to do for them? “That they all may be one; as
thou, Father, art in me, and T in thee, that they also
may be one in us.” Verse 21, «“That they may
be one, even as we are one ; I in them, and thou in
me, that they may be made perfect in one.”  Verses
22,23,

Unity awmong all believers was the burden of
Clrist.  “That they all may be one ;” “that they
may be madé perfect in one.” “ As thou, Father,
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one
in us.” This is just the opposite of division ; it i3
unity of the highest type. What reason did he as-
sign for desiring such oneness among all believers ?
“That the world may believe that thou hast sent
me.”  Verse 21. “ And that the world may know
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou
hast loved me.” Verse 28. The Saviour knew that
if his followers would be one, and all bear a united
testimony, they would havo.a powerful influence over
the world.  'Wlho can tell what the condition of the
world would have been to-day, had this desire of
Christ been the true experience of all who have pro-
fessed his name?

With the prayer of Christ agree the words of
Paul in1 Cor. 1:10: “Now I beseech you, breth-
ren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye
all speak the same thing, and that there be no divis-
ions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in the same judg-
ment.”  The duty of all believers is very clearly and
cmphatically set forth in this passage. Paul be-
seeches us “ Dy the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”
to all speak the same thing, to clear ourselves of
all divisions or schisms, and to be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and judgment.

How can wen stand up aud say that we are so
eonstiluted that we cannot do this ? Did Clrist pray

for, and authorize the apostles to command, that|

wlich is utterly impossible? We cannot think so.
» The Lord intends that a great change shall take
place in all who believe in him. He knows that in

our unconverted, carnal state division and strife will
be seen on cvery hand ; but hie proposcs to convert
those who will be humble, and in tlus way bring all,
into harmony. For this reason he admonished his '
disciples to be one, and condemns strife and division,
He offers the Holy Spirit as a guide to all honest
seekers after truth. John 16 :18. |

The fulfilment of this promise began on the day
of Pentecost. The effect of the Spirit on the hearts
of the receivers is stated thus: “ And all that be-
lieved werc together, and had all things common.”
« And they, continuing daily with one accord in the
temple, aud breaking bread from house to house, did
eattheir meat with gladness and singleness of heart.”
Acts 2 : 44, 46. < And the multitude of them that
believed were of one heart and one soul.” Chap.
4+82. Thus we see that the Lord is able to change

" something.

the hearts of men, so that they can see alike and be-
lieve alike, and be one, If it is not the case with
professors of religion in these days, it is because
they will not submit to Grod’s moulding process.

In the fourth chapter of Ephesians, Paul argues’

for the «unity of the faith.” He says there is
“one Lord, one faith, one baptism.” Verse 5. In
verses 11-18 he enumerates the gifts of the church
and the change to be wrought: “And he gave
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists ; and some, pastors and teachers ; for
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the

‘ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ; till

we all come in the unity of the faithi and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of the fulpess of
Christ.” The apostles, pastors, and ecvangelists
were to so labor as to edify, perfect, and unify the
body of Christ. Just as much prominence seems to
be given to the unity as to the perfection of the
church. TIndeed, Christian perfection and unity go
hand in hand. .

We have already referred to the rule by which
every man’s theory must be tested: ¢ To the law
and to the testimony ; if they speak not according
to this word, it js because there is no light in them.”
The sacred Seriptures contain all we should believe,
and must be appealed to by every believer. The
apostle Paul presents the authority and sufficiency
of the Bible thus: ¢ All Seripture is given by in-

.spiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness ; that the man of Glod may be perfect, thor-
oughly furnished unto all good works,” 2 Tim. 3 :
16, 17. It contains every doctrine in which man
should belicve. Whatever canuot be clearly proved
from its sacred pages, has no right in the Christian’s
creed ; and all that conflicts with it must be branded
as error. The Bible contains enough to thoroughly
furnish every man with truth, and perfect all who
obey it. The moulding influenee of the word of Gor
on the lumble students of its sacred pages is won-
derful ; but it can do but little for those who do not
sbudy it. And this is the cause of much division
and trouble. The Bible is not studied as God de-
signs. Too much is taken for granted. We should
accept no religious doctrine on such authority. We
are exhorted to “search the Scriptures,” to “try
the spitits,” “to prove all things;” but as long as
bold, sweeping statenments of men are taken instead
of the word of the Lord, so long we shall have con-
tentions and divisions. But when we make it a
point to place all theories in the erucible, and sub-
ject them to the severest test, we shall find error and
division giving way, and truth and unity taking
their place. A. G. DanIBLLS,

-
.

A Word to Young Christians,

1. Nuver neglect daily private prayer ; and when
you pray remember that, God is present, and that he
hears your prayer. Heb. 11 :6. ‘

2. Never neglect daily private Bible reading, and
when you read, remember that God is speaking to
you, and that you are to believe and act upon what
he says. T believe all backsliding begins with the
neglect of these two rules. John 5 :39.

3. Never profess to ask God for anything you do
not want. Tell him the truth about yourself, how-
ever bad it makes you appear to be ; and then ask
him, for Christ’s sake, to forgive you what you are
and to make you what you ought fo be. John 4:
24, -

4, Never let a day pass without trying to do
Every night reflect on what Jesus has
done for you, and then ask yourself, < What have I
done to-day for him ?”  Matt. 5:13-16.

5. Tf ever you arc in doubt as to a thing being
right or wrong, go to your room, and kneel down and
ask Cod’s blessing upon it. Col. 8:17. If yon
cannot do this, it is wrong. Rom. 14:28..

6. Never take your Christianity from Clristians,
or argue that, because such and such people do so
and so, therefore you may. 2 Cor. 10:12. You

are to ask yourself, How would Christ act in my
place ? and strive to follow him. John 10:27.

7. Never believe what you feel, if it contradicts
God’s word. Ask yourself, «Can what T feel be
true 7 and if both cannot be true, believe God and
male your own heart the liar, TRom. 8 :4; 1 John
5:10, 11:—Rev. 15. Judson.

.
e

The Bible,

How comes it that this little volume, the Bible,
composed by humble men in a rude age, when art
and science were but in their childhood, has exerted
more influence on the hwman mind and on the
social system than all other books together? Whenee
comes it that this book has aehieved such marvelous
changes in the opinions of mankind,— has banished
idol-worship, raised the standard of public morality,
created for families that blessed thing, a Christian
home, and caused its other triumplt by causing be-
nevolent institutions, open and expansive, to spring
up as with a wand of enchantment? What sort of
book is this, that even thie wind and waves of
human passion obeyit? What otler engine of so-
clal improvement has operated so long, and lost
none of its virtue ? Since it appeared, many boasted
plans of amelioration have been tried, and failed ;
many codes of jurisprudence have arisen, run their
course, and expired. Iimpire after empire has been
launched on the tide of time, and gone dewn, and
expired. But this Book is still going about and
doing good,—leavening society with its holy prin-
ciples, checring the sorrowful with its consolation,
strengthening the tempted, encouraging the pen-
itent, calming the troubled spirit, and smoothing
the pillow of death. Caun such a book be the off-
spring of human genius? Does not the vastness of
its effects demonstrate the excellency of the power
of God?—Dr. McCulloch.

— e ————

Novel-Reading.

Anona the cvil effects of novel-reading we find
in a recent paper tiie following, which does not scem
to have been dwelt upon as prominently as it evidently
deserves to be. We Dbelicve the writer is entirely
correct 1n laying at the door of this pernicious prac-
tice a large share of the skepticism which is easting
such a moral blight over even the church as well ag
the world.

« A writer iu the New York Zivening Post makes *
the point that a pernicious cffect of the habit of
novel-reading may be that it induces an incapacity
for realizing truths and facts. This danger is in-
croased in proportion to the realism of the novels ;
for the habit of admitting an illusion as reality, and
then dismissing it as unreal must weaken the power
of distinguishing between fiction and fact,—the
power of apprehending what is real. May not this
habit become a cause of skepticism in religion?
May not Abralam, Isaac, and Jacob, Moses and
the prophets, our Lord and his apostles, come to be
regarded with the same sense of illusion as Ivanhoe,
or Henry BEsmond, or David Copperfield? The
hLabit is directly antagonistic to the faith which ¢is
the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of |
things not seen.’”

—
-

Force of Habit.

A wrLL-xxown financier in New York was noted
during life for lavish and unceasing liberality, as
well as the wisdoin with which he gave to individu~
als, to charitable and religious purposes, in a word,
to every worthy cause, On one oecasion, when a
friend spoke to him of his generosity, he said : “You
mistake, I am not generous, I am by nabure ex-
tremely avaricious. DBut when I was a young . man
I had sensc enough to see how mean and belittling
such a position was, and I forced myself to give.
At first, I declare to you it was a torture to me to
_part with a penny ; but I persisted, until. the habit
was formed. There is no yoke like that of habit.

Now I like to give.”—Sel. :
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The object of the following lessons is to bring out points of brut
nof commonly studied by the majority of Bible readers. They wil
be ifound of great benefit to those who will give them careful study-
The lessons were written especially for Sabbath-school classes, bub
are;also designed for the famxly circle. Let the proof texts be well

sbuixed
IMPORTANT BIBLE LESSONS.

Fust Sabbath in May.—Christ Heals the Nobleman’s
Son.

1. At what point in the life of Christ did our last lesson
close? John 4 :28-30.

2. When the Saviour saw the woman returning with a
company from the city, what did he say to his followers?

érse 35.

8. When is harvest time in Palestine ?

4. Then at what time of year was the visit to Sychar
made ?

5. To what harvest did Christ refer when he said the
ﬁelds were already white unto harvest?

6. How was he received by the people of Sychar ?

7. How long did he tarry with them? Verse 40.

8, What was the result of his teaching? Verse 41.

9. What did those who believed say to the woman after
hearing for themsclves? Verse 42.

10. Where did the Saviour next go? Verse 43.

11, Whatdid hedo there? Mark1:14; Luke 4 :14, 15,

12, What did he urge them to do? Mark 1:15. -

] 3. What caused many of the people to believe?
4 145,

14. To whatplace did Jesus come, as he traveled aroand
topching the people? Verse 46.

15, Had he been to this place before ?

16. Who came from Capernarm to Cana to see him?

17. What did he ask the Saviour to do?

18. Did Jesus go with him?

19. How was the man’s child healed ! Verse 50.

5205 As the nobleman returned home, who came to meet
him

21. What good news did they bear the father?

22. When had the fever left the child ?

123. What was the result of this miracle ?

-

John

NOTES ON LESSON ONE.

- After the Samaritan woman had returned to the
city to tell what she Had seen and heard, Jesus and
his followers tarried at the well, conversing on topics
which enabled the Saviour to suggest some things
in connection with hig mission. The report which
the woman ‘had carried to the city aroused the inter-
est of many of the citizens, who left their employ-
ment and returned with her to see the man of whom
shespoke. Theapproaching company, eager to learn
the truth, drew on the Saviour’s sympathetic nature.
Before him lay fields of waving grain, earpeting the
valley with a rich green, and presenting a most lovely
picture. He used this as a symbol of the work that
lay before them,—the work of Cluwistianity for souls.
The Samaritans were especially ready to receive the
gospel, and the work of gathering them in was to
immediately begin. The grain harvest in Palestine
extends over aperiod of about two months, begin-
ning in April; but the fields were already white unto
the harvest that Jesus had in mind,

- In this first effort put forth in behalf of the Sa-
maritans, a step was taken toward breaking down
the middle wall of partition between the Jews and
other nations. Jesus did not recognize the unreason-
able prejudice of the Jews, but showed by his actions
that he was no regpecter of persons. He pitied the
siinnel, and it cauged him joy to see a soul, no matter
what his position in life, reaching out t0 him from
the night of spiritual blindness.  Those who came
out of Syohal to see Jesus at this time saw much
light in his teaching. They were not satisfied with
the little they heard at first, but invited him to tarry
with them, e remained fwo days and many be-
lieved on his word. ISagerly they listened to him,
and in their joy said to the woman, ©“Now we be-
lieve, not. becaunse of thy saying ; for we have heard
bhim ourselves, and know that this is indeced the
(hrist, the Saviour of the world.” How many of

-onr Sabbath-school pupils hear the Saviour speaking

to them through these lessons, and can rejoice as
d;d the Samaritans ?

i On leaving Sychar, Jesus went to Gtalilee, passing
thlough Nazareth, his old home. But because of
the spirit manifested towards him, he did not stop
He continued his worle through Galilee,

preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and saying
that the time is fulfilled. In the prophecies of Daniel
(9:25) we have a period of time given whieh ter-
minated when Christ was baptized, and is probably
the one to which reference is here made. The former
visit of the Saviour to Cana prepared the way for his
visitat this time.. Many of the Galileanshad attended
the feast at Jerusalem seven months before, and knew
of the great work he had there performed, and when
they learned that Jesus had returned to Cana, his
fame spread throughout the country, There was a
Jew of considerable distinction in Capernaum, who
learned that Christ was in Cana, and he went to him
to have his son liealed of a fever., He would not
trust the errand to a servant, but went himself in
liaste to Cana, The centurion’s faith was only super-
fieial, and this was to decide whether he accepted
Jesus or not ag the Messiah, and Jesus said to him,
“Jixcept ye see signs and wonders, yo will not be-
lieve.” This caused the father to realize his own
heart, and the fact that lie was before one who conld
read the heart, He then believed, Jesus spoke the
word, and his son lived,

Second Sabbath in May.—Visit (o Nazareth..

1. To what city did Jesus go soon afier healing th(x cen-
turion’s son? Luke 4:16. )
What did he do on the Sabbath?—10.
In accordance with what custom was this?
What book was handed him?
From 'what chapter did he read ?
Repeat the words which he read, Luke 4:18, 19,
How did his reading affeet the people? Verso 20,

81 ?What statement did he make concerning what he had
reac

9. How was it being fulfilled in their cars?

10. How did they first receive his words? .

11. Afterwards, what did they say to one another?

12. What did the Saviour aunticipale? Verse 23,

13.. What did he quote to them? Versc 24.-

14, How did he prove this saying ?

15. Who was Elijah?

16. In the reign of what king did he live?

17. Give the particulars of this famine to which Jesus
referred? 1 Kings 17,

18. Tell how Elisha healed Naaman the Syrian? 2
Kings 5.

19. How did these thmgs make the people feel?
4:28.

20. What did they do?

21. How did Jesus escape them?

NS oW

Luke

Verse 30.

NOTES ON LISSON TWwO.

It was a custom among the Jews for any who
wished to read in the synagogue on the Sabbath to
make his desire known, and the privilege would be
granted him. It was probably in accordance with
this custom that the Saviour, on visiting Nazareth,
went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day and
stood up to read. On the book of Hsaias (Isaiah)
being handed him, he untolled it to the sixty-first
chapter, and read a portion of the prophecy that re-
fers to himself and his work. He then rolled it up

-and handed the book {o the one who had charge of

the synagogue, sat down and began to comment on
what he had read. It is a custom among the Jews
for persons to sit while teaching the people, but al-
ways to stand when reading. - Not one of the evan-
gelists records this sermon. The reason for this
may have been that it was simply of local import,
and had no general application. It was probably a
demonstration to those Jews present that Jesus was
the one of whom the prophet wrote. DBy his works
he was fulfilling the words of the propheey. At
first, marked attention was paid to his gracious words.
They forgot for the time that they were lstening to
one wiom they had known {rom hisyouth. DButan
evil spirit of pride and unbelief crept in, and the
Listencrs began to speak of his parentage. The
Saviour anticipated the vesult, and said they would
say unto him this proverb, ¢ Physician heal thyself.”
They had heard of his wonderful power, and wanted
him to display it there in his own city. But their
hearts were not in a condition for him to work for
theni in that manner. IFrom the examples given to
show that no prophet was accepfed inhis own coun-
try, the Jews seemed to draw the conclusion that
the Grentiles were to be more favored than the Jews,
and this so exasperated them that they sought to

come his constant companions and

-

slay him at once. M. Mauendrel informs us that
«the brow of the hill,” where the mob took Jesus
to cast him down, is g1 called the mount of preeipi-
tation. Tt is one-halt league south of Nazareth.
In 1eftchmg it you pass through the vale in which
the town is located, then down a narrow cleft be-
tween the rocks for two or three furlongs, and then
up a steep and difficult ascent to the brow of the
hill.  Here will be found a large stone standing on
the brink of a precipice, which is said to be the very
place where the people intended carrying out their
murderous design. But the angels had charge over
him and delivered Dim.

Third Sabbath in May,—Jesus Teaches by the Sea.

1. After his cruel treatment ab Nazareth, where (hd
Jesns make his home? Luke 4:381.
. About how far was this city from Nazareth?
. Where was Capernaum situated?
. Then in what direction would it be from Nazarcth!?
. How large is this lake?
. By what nawmes is it known?
. What can you say of the plain of Gennesarct?
. What river flows through this lake?

9. What was in full view from Capernaum ?

10. What was the chief reason why Jesus chose this
Tovely spot for a home?

11. Why would he meel many people kere?

12. Who built a city on the south-west coast of this
lake?

13. What can you say of it ?

14. What happencd one day as-Jesus was standing on
the shores of Lake Gennesarct? Luke 5:1.

15, Into whose ship did he enter?

16, What did Jesus do when a little way from shore?

17. When he had finished speaking, what did he tell
Simon to do?

18. What success did they have when they let down
their nets?  Verse 6.

19, What did Simon Peter say and do when he saW
what had been done?

20. What did Jesus say 1o him? Vuso 10.

‘21, What lesson did he wish to leach his followcns by
this miracle?

QO =Q T3 WD

NOTES ON LESSON

Capernaum, where Christ made his home for
some time after his cruel treatment at Nazareth, is
situated on the north-west coast of the Sea of Gral-
ilec. The exact spot 13 1ot known, but it was on or
near the beautiful plain of Genmnesaret. At one
time this was probably the most lovely and fertile
region in that country. The land around this lake
and back of the plain viges from five hundred to two
thousand feet high, forming a basin into which the
sun pours a flood of warm sunlight, causing vegeta-
tion to grow with tropical luxuriance. Travelers
tell us that trees and fruits of nearly all climates
are found there. The lake is a beautiful sheet of
water, thirteen miles long by about seven wide. It
is known by several names. Sometimes it is called
the Sea of Galilee, because it is located in that
province. At other times it is called by the name
of the plain to which we referred above. King
Herod Dbuilt a city on the -west coast of this lake
and callod it Tiberias, after the Roman emperor,

THREE,

‘and because of this it was sometimes called the Sea

of Tiberias.

Although Capernaum was so beautifully situated,
this was not the main reason wlhy Jesus chose it as
his home. The great caravan route from Damascus
and the East, passed by this lake, and here one
would meet with people from all parts of the world.
This would give a splendid opportunity for teaching
the gospel of the kingdom. It was on the shores of
this lake that he walked, and tauglt the people,
healing the sick, and prepaiing the way for the
spread of the gospel to the world. Uniil this time,
although the disciples had enjoyed a great deal of
the teachings of Jesus, and been associated with him,
they had not left their worldly occupation and be-
colaborers.
From the time when, at Jesus’ request, they cast in
their nets that morning after a night of Eruitless
labor, and made the miraculous draught of fishes, they
seem to have left their earthly calling and become
fishers of men. Although they had witnessed other
miracles, this seemed to impress their minds 1ore
forcibly than any other, and their faith grasped more
firmly the truth that Jesus was the Son of God.
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Fourth Sabbath in May.,—Review.

1. About how long did Jesus and his disciples labor in
Judea?
2, At what place did they stop on their way north?
3. What was the result of his labors in Svchar?
4. How was Jesus received by his countrymen on reach-
ing Galilee?
5. To what place did Jesus come in the course of his
preaching ? :
06. Describe the miracle which he performed while at
ana.
7. 7Whe,re did Jesus go soon after healing the nobleman’s
son :
8. From what did he read on the Sabbatl in the syna-
gogue? .
*9. Repeat the words which he read.

10. How did they reccive his teaching ab first?

. 171. On speaking to them more plainly, what did they
do

12, What prevented their taking his life?

13. Describe the location of Nazarcth, and the approach
to the brow of the hill where the people thought to cast
Jesus off, ‘

14. Near what sea did Jesus make his home on lecaving
Nazarcth ?

15. Describe this sea.

16. What river runs through it?

17. What are the various names given to this lake?

18. What plain lies on its western shore near the north-
ern end?

19 Tor what is it remarkable ?

20. Which one of the many cities in this section did

_ Jesus choose as a home?

21, Why did he select this place as a home!?

22, By what name does it scem were all boats known
in those days? -

23, Why did the Saviour sometimes sit in a boat to
teach the people? )

24, Tell about the miraculous dranght of fishes.

25, How were these fishermen called to labor in the
gospel 7 . .

\

e
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The Importance of Securing Attention; and ilow
to Do It.

Tum Sabbath-school is an important institution,
and when properly managed will prove a great
blessing tothe church. Its objeet is to aid all, the
young and the old, in obtaining a better knowledge
of the sacred Scriptures, and thug help them on
their way to the kingdom. But like all other or-
ganizations, it must be conducted on correct principles,
elsc it will fail to accomplish this important work.
It is not enougl to have a Sabbath-school exercise
each Sabbath.  'We must know that it is doing just
what it should.” Tt is possible to go through with
the form, and yet accomplish but little good. This
being true, it is very important that all should know
just what must be done to make the Sabbath-school
a real success.  So far’as minor points in different
localities arc concerncd, it would be impossible io
lay down rules that would suit every case. But
there are general principles which are applicable to
all schools. - These form the groundwork of truc
success, and cannot be negloeted without great loss.

As-it i impossible to present in onec article all
that relates to this subject, I shall confine myself to
but one phase of the question ; viz., How can the
teacher sceure and hold the attention of the class ?
A little reflection must convinee every one that this
is one of the nwost important points to be considerec
by the teacher. Webster thus defines attention :
“The act of attending or heeding ; the energetic
application of the inind to any object, whether sen-
sible or spiritual ; ezclusive or special consideration,
thought, or regard.” .

Now it is cvident that if we can gain and hold
the full attention of the class, we shall be enabled
to impress, deeply too, upon their minds whatever
thoughts we may present; but if we fail to hold the
attention, the most important truths we may utter
will fall lifeless from our lips.  Hoenee if we fail o
this point, very little good will be accomplished, no
matter how well other parts of the service are per-
formed. We sec this truth illustrated in different
WAays,

1. By public speakers. That speaker who docs
not hold the attention of his audience will fail to
impress upon their minds the subject of which he
treats. e might as well talk to the air and trees
as to people whosc attention e does not hold.

2. By teachers of our public schools, Hundreds
of these so-called tcachersiail in imparting knowledge

to the children and youth, mainly becausc they do.

not secure their attention during recitations. We
know by experience that pupils can think so intently
upon their play, their dress, friends, ete., while in
the class as to be entirely deaf to all the teacher
says. We have often lost valuable information
simply because our attention was not fixed on the
teacher. 7his ought not to be. It is a teacher’s
duty to drive away this day-dreaming, arrest the at-
tention of his class, and tmpress upon their minds
the subject of the lesson.

Again: this is forcibly illustrated by reading on
one subject and thinking of another. How easy it
is while reading some paper or book to think of our
business and daily affairs. How often we read a
whole paragraph without knowing what we read.
How many of us have been compelled to re-read a
chapter in the Bible, simply because the attention
was not fixed upon what we were reading. From
these examples, and others which we might notice,

we see that it 1s highly necessary for every teacher

to possess the undivided attention of the class dur-
ing the recitation ; and here the question arises, How
can we do this?  What cffort on our part will be
most likely to accomplish- this important end ?
Iixperience has shown that this cannot be donc by
any one single act. It requires the studious and
careful observance of a nwuber of apparently small
duties. ~ The following simple points, if followed
strictly, will, T think, aid malerially in sceuring and
holding the attention :—

1. The teacher should obtain ‘a thorough knowl-
edge of the lesson hefore altempting to teach it to
others.  Joseph Cook says: “In order for a teacher
to sccure the attention of his class, lie must say
just what needs to be said.”  This implies that he
must be master of the lesson.  Hemust understand
the real meaning of each question le is going to
ask, and be able to give to each a plain, prompt an-
swer. This will require. careful attention, and real
gbudy on the part of the teacher. I have scen per-
sons acting as teachers who seemed to do the most
of their thinking about the lesson after coming to
tle class. Iverything secmed to be new, the ques-
tions not excepted. They could not tell whether-an
answer was riglt or not until they consulted the les-
son sheet. Often they would accept an answer en-
tirely wrong. Such persons are only teachers in
nawe. It hag been truthfully said that we cannot
teach others:what we do not know ourselves.

But this is not all that is required. It is possible
for a person to perfectly uuderstand a truth, and
still fail in making others understand it. A double
responsibility rests upon the teacher. Hemustnotonly
gain knowledge, but he must be able to impart it
to othiers. The mauner, then, of conducting the
class has much to do in gaining atteution.

2. The teacher should mcet his class with a
cheerful face, and speak pleasantly to cach one.
Like begets like. When the pupils see that you
really love them, they will enjoy the recitation hour,
and will make an effort to do their best. It is trie
that you are tired, and therc ave meny things that
annoy and perplex you ; but it” will never do to be
cold or cross. That will kill cvery particle of
interest. I lave often felt pained at sceing feachers
chide and really scold some for not paying better
attention. This is ravely called for. The success-
ful teacher will so conduct the recitation that the
most of the class eannot very well lclp being
interested. ’

8. Be in carnest. Life begets life. Dullness
and indifference beget the same. Consequently if
you would gain and hold the attention of your
class, you must be full of life and enthusiasm,
From the moment you hegin the excrcise, put your
whole heart in the work, and keep it therc till the
close. This will arose the same fecling in the class,
and aid greatly in holding the attention.” Do not
allow your own interest and zeal to flag for a
moment. ’ ) .

4. Speak in a clear tone, and loud enough to be
heard by every member of your class. And more,
require the same of every pupil, If anything is
worth saying, all should hear it. I have known

0
teachers to talk in such a low, mumbling tone, and

allow the pupils to do the same, that onc could not
hear half that was said,  The most interested niay
strain themseclves for a short time to hear, but
sooner or later the interest will go down, the
attention will be direeted to somcthing clse, and
the exercise will prove a failure. .

5. Direct cach question to the very one you want
to have answer it. The practice of questioning
the elass in general, and allowing any one to answer
who can, is objectionable. It allows the niore for-
ward and ready to occupy all the time, while the
more diffident ones take no part. I'inally, they
lose their interest, and the exereise becomes irksome.
Give every one something to do. Idleness breeds
inattention, By questioning each one, you will
also learn which ones got the lesson and whiol
do not. 1

6. Lok cach one in the face as you question
him.  If you would gain his attention, you nust
give bim yours. Tho public speaker or teacher who
is forever looking at the floor, the ceiling, and out
of the window, will fail to gain the attention of
those before him. By all wmeans, give your class
your eyces.

7. Do not allow the reading of books and papers
during the recitation. I have scen teachers who
allowed the class to read the ansyers from the book.
This is entirely wrong. We would rejeet a teacher
in our day schools who would do this. While
they are reading, they do not hear what you are
saying. Often it obliges you to ask a question the
seccond time.  This wrong practice would overthrow:
every other cffort you might make to gain attention;
besides, every one should learnt the lesson well
cnough to be able to answer the questions without
looking to the answers. I understand that the
object of the Sabbath-school is to stamp eternal
truths indellibly upon the minds of all our people ;
but if they do not learn the lessons well enough to
be able to give the answers without reading them,
this object will not be gained.  We might about as
well banish Sabbath-schiools, for all the good they
will do when conducted oun this plan.

8. Avoid long discussions in the class. These
are detrimental to the interest of the entire school.
T once watclied a twenty minutes’ discussion in the
senior class, about the word “ audience ” in a certain
verse. Some claimed that it referred to the twelve
disciples ; others argued that it referred to the
multitude, They did not scttle the question, and
nothing would have been gained if they had. The
result was, those iu the class who took no part in
the argument becamo very tired and lost the ve-
mainder of the lesson, The children, who finished
their lesson twenty nunubes before the debating
class, grew weary, and beeame restless and noisy.
The Sabbath-school is not intended for a debating
society. If there are some who think they must
argue, let them form a special discussion class for
sonue other occasion ; but don’t twrn the Sabbath-
school into one. '

9. Use illustrations, Good illustrations, both
oral and on the blackboard, will aid vory greatly in
holding the attention. This faet hag been recognized
and observed by the most suceessful speakers and
teachers in all ages.  Our Saviour, who ““spake ag
never man spake,” packed his scrmons full of
pointed illustrations.  Just how to do this with the
Dest effdct is'a subject for a separate.article. The
children especially will be deeply interested in
appropriate pictures drawn on the blackboard or slate.

10. Bo carcful to seek divine help. The Sab-
bath-school is a vine of (tod’s own planting, and
he will be ever ready to water i6. Ilc will help us
to do every duty, and will give us success whien we
would otherwise fail.  The Holy Spirit upon us as we
stand before the class will aid us in prosenting the
right thoughts, and in a manner that will secure
and hold the attention.

Other important points might be mentioned, but
space forbids. I have called attention to the most
common ones. Considered separately, they appear
simple ; but when combined and thoroughly
practiced, they will cnable us to make the Sabbath-
school work far more effective,  A. G. DavieLis.
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'i’lle Fifth of Deuteronomy.

In the fifth chapter of Deuteronomy, from the
:goventh to the twenty-first verses, we have mention
:made of the ten commandments. This is a repetition
‘of the law ; for Moses says in verse 22: “These words
‘the Lord spake unto all your assembly in the mount,

:out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the|

‘thick darkness, with a great voice ; and he added no
‘more. And he wrote them in two tables of stone, and
‘delivered them unto me.” The fourth commandment
:is mentioned as follows: “XKeep the Sabbath day to
“sanctify it, as the Lord thy God hatli commanded thee.
:[“Hath commanded " refers directly back tothe giving
- iof the law concerning the Sabbath.] Six days thou
:ghalt labor, and do all thy work ; but the seventh day
‘is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God; in it thou shalt
inot do any work, thou, nor tity son, nor thy daughter,
mor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thine
:0%, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger
ithat Is within thy gates ; that thy manservant and thy
‘maidservant may rest as well as thou,” The last
_fclause of this quotation is not found in the ten com-
‘mandments as given upon Mount Sinai; but the next
rverse makes this idea still more forcible : “And re-
“‘member that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt,
“iand that the Lord thy God brought thee out thence
.. through a mighty hand and by a stretched-out arm;
',étherqfore the Lord thy God commanded thee to keep
the Sabbath day.” The reason given in the fifteenth
wverse for the observance of the seventh day has
an intimate relation to the last clause of the preceding
verse. It would seem that after God gave the law
from Mount Sinai, the children of Israel did not re-
gard the Sabbath as he designed, but pérmitted their
servants to labor, even though they themselves rested.
Therefore when Moses repeats the fourth command-
ment, he adds : “That thy manservant and thy maid-
servant may rest as well as thon,” thus placing an
additional emphasis on this feature of the eommand.
To still further enforce the thought, he says, “ And
remember that thou wast a servant in the land of
Egypt.” As much as to say, “ As thou wast a bond-
man in the land of Egypt, and the Lord brought thee
put so that thou mightest observe the Sabbath, thon
ghouldst likewise be merciful to thy servants, and not
_require them to labor, but allow them to rest as well as
thou” This is the reason why he refers to the
Egyptian bondage. Ie appeals to them to have
their servants rest by reminding them of their own
enslavement and oppression.
- If we turn back to the fifth chapter of Exodus we
shall find that the Sabbath was one of the first things
about which Moses and Aaron instructed the people
when about to lead them out of Bgypt. It was,
no doubt, because of this that the Egyptian task-
masters laid more work upen the men than they had
formerly done. In Ex.5:5 we read: “Behold, the
‘people of the land now arc many, and ye make them
rest from their burdens.” Hvidently Moses and Aaron
had brought some word to the people which led
Pharaoh to say they were resting. The word here
translated “rest” is the Hebrew shabath. Kvery
other place in which the word is rendered “rest” it is
used in connection with the seventh-day Sabbath, except
in Lev. 26 : 34, 35, where it refers to the land resting
while it should be desolate. But when we turn to 2
Chron 36:21, a record of the fulfilment of the text in
Lewtlcus, we have the word plainly translated, “As
long as she lay desolate she kept sabbuth.”

Wo give below every instance in which the word
shabath is translated “rest” or “rested :"—

Gen. 2:2: “And he rested on the seventh day.”
Gen, 2:3: ¢ Because that in it he had rested.”
. Bx. 5:5: “Ye make them rest from their burdens.”

Ex, 16 : 30: “8o the people rested on the seventh
day.”

Ex. 23:12: “On the seventh day thou shalt rest.”

Bx. 81:17: ““The seventh day he rested.”

x. 34 : 21 : “On the seventh day thou shalt ress.”

Ex.34:21: “In earing time and in harvest thou
shalt rest.”

Lev. 26:34: “Then shall the land rest and enjoy
her sabbaths.”

Lev. 26 :35: “It shall rest because it did not rest.”

2 Chron. 36:21:
kept sabbath.”

The context also of Ex.5:5 seems to show that
they had rested or refrained from labor on one day.
In the eighth verse we read : “And the tale of bricks,
which they did made herctofore, ye shall lay upon
them ; ye shall not diminish aught thereof; tor they
be idle.” Why should Pharaoh say.that “they be
idle”? It must have been because they had refrained
from working. He could have no good reason for
saying they were idle unless it was in view of what
he had said to Moses and Aaron, that they made them
rest, this rest being on the Sabbath, in which they
should not do any work. Moses and Aaron came to
the people with the authority of God, teaching them
to rest. Pharaoh refused to recognize this authority,
and only made their burdens heavier, and refused to
let them go te serve God.

In BEx. 8:1 the Lord said unto Moses: “Go unto
Pharaoh, and say unto hiwm, Thus saith the Lord, Let
my people go, that they may serve me.” That the
controversy was based on the Sabbath is further con-
firmed by the fact that the first service that the Lord
demanded of them after Pharaoh had finally let them
go, was to keep the Sabbath. When they came into
tho wilderness of Sinai, thirty days before they
arrived at Mount Sinai, as recorded in Bx. 16, he tested
them on his law by the chservance of the Sabbath.
This gives much force to Deut. 5:15: “And remem-
ber thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that
the Lord thy God brought thee out thence through a
mighty hand and a stretched-out arm-; therefore the
Lord thy God commanded thee to keep the Sabbath

“As long as she lay desolate she

day.”” They now had no excuse for not observing the
Sabbath; but while in Egypt, after they began to

kecp the Sabbath, the task-masters placed upon them
heavier burdens and their afflictions began to increase.
“And the officers of the children of Israel, which
Pharaoh’s task-master had set over them, were beaten
and demanded, Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your

task in making brick, both yesterday and to-duy, as-

heretofore ?” They had no straw, but were to go out
and gather stubble. They gave this as a reason why
they could not furnish their tale of brick as herctofore.
Evidently they were willing to do six days’ work in
five, could they rest on the Sabbath; but the word
came back to them from Pharaoh: “Ye are idle, ye arc
idle ; therefore ye say, Let us go and do sacrifice to
the Lord. Go therefore now, and work; for there
shall no "straw be given you, yet shall ye deliver the
tale of bricks.” The children of Israel found themn-
selves in evil case. Their afflictions, increased, .and
they complained to Moses and Aaron for having
brought npon them an increase of sufferings.

It wonld seem, therefore, that the observance of the
Sabbath was taught by Moses and Aaron, and in con-
sequence of keeping it, more work was laid upon them
because they were idle ; and they were afflicted for
obeying the law of God. This has ever been the case
in the history of the people of God, and it is so at the
present time. Men are considered good eitizens, and
stand high in the conununity ; but when they begin to
observe the seventh-day Sabbath, there is somcthing
in its very nature that inspires the ire of the dragon ;

and when the saints are finally permitted to stand upon
Mount Zion, they will have passed through a similar
experience to that of the children of Tsracl before
leaving the land of Egypt. We can therefore sympa-
thize with them, and be better prepared to * sing the
song of Moses and the Lamb.” The observance of
the Sabbath in the nineteenth century brings the people
of God into great straits. Not but that they are as
honest as before ; not but that they are faithful and
law-abiding citizens in everything not compromising
conscience. But there is something in the observance
of the true Sabbath whicl the devil hates. This has
ever brought the people of God into trouble with the
world. It is the seal of God, that which reveals the
true God, and hence is something the very name of
which Satan despises,

But while the observance of the Sabbath: brings the
bitterest persecutions upon the people of God, we can
exhort every one to take courage because of the

do observe it, especially in thelast days. *The dragon
was wroth with the woman, and went to make war
with the remnant of ler seed, which keep the com-
mandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ.” But the living God, who brought Israel out
of Egypt with a stretched-out arm, still has a care for
his people, and will give them the victory. They are
buoyed up by hope in his promises. He has said,

they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter
in through the gates into the city.” Here the servants
of God have been oppressed and afflicted in their
efforts to serve God, but there they will be beyond the
wiles of the enemy. “And there shall be no more
curse ; bub the throne of God and of the Lamb shall
be in il ; and hisservants shall serve him.” s, N.
—_—————
Consider: a.tlon of Reasons Assigned for Sunday
Sacredness.

Tur pouring out of the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecost is supposed by many to be an evidence in
favor of first-day sacredness. The Bible record is as
follows: “And when the day of Pentecost was fully
come, they were all with one accord inone place. And
suddonly there came a sound from heaven as of a rush-

ing mighty wind, and it filled all the house wliere tbey
weyre sitting.” Acts 2:1, 2. .

It is well to notice th’tt not a word is said in the text
about the first day of the week ; yet this is regarded
by the adherents of Sunday sacredness, as one of the
strongest evidences in its behalf. It is claimed that
the disciples were assembled on this first-day Sabbath,
and that the Lord poured out his Spirit in honor of the
day and of their act, thus adding to it sanctity. To
this claim we answer : (1.) There is no evidence what-
ever that there was any first-day Sabbath at that time
to commemorate,
day was nothing more than had occurred on each of
the previous nine days, as they were all commanded by
the Saviour to “tarry at Jerusalem till” endued with
power from on high.” Luke 24 :49. They had been
thus waiting “ with one accord in prayer and supplica-
tion,” about one hundred and twenty in number. Acts
1:12-26, (3.) There is no hint from the. connection
that this occurred on the first day of the week. Ifthe
object of God had been to honor that day, he most as-
suredly would have given us information on that point.
(4.) This outpouring of the Holy Spirit came, evidently,
as the antitype of the feast of Pentecost. This is
doubtless the reason why that day is mentioned.

A strong effort is made by some to prove that Pen-
ktecost caine that year upon the first day of the weelk,
though this is disputed by a large number of the ablest
authors, themselves observers of Sunday. The word
Pentecost signifies ““the fiftieth,” so many days being
reckoned from the Passover. Olshausen the celebrated
German Commentator, says: “Now since, according to
the accounts-given regarding the time of the feast, the

precious promises God has made concerning those who .

“Blessed are they that do his commandments, that

¥

(2.) Their being assembled on that -
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"Pagsover, in the year of our Lord’s death, fell so that
the first day of the feast foll from Thursday evening
at'six o'clock till Friday evening at the same hour, it
follows, of course, that it was Friday evening at six
- o'clock that the fifty days bogan to be counted. The
fiftieth day foll, therofore, upon Saturday.” Jenaings,
in “Jewish Autiquitics,” concludes”his arguments by
saying, “The first day of Pentecost must fall on-the
Saturday, or the Jewish Sabbath.” Dr. Albert Barnes
says: “If the views'of the Pharisecs were followed,
and the Lord Jesus had with them kept the Passover
on Thursday, as'many have supposed, then,the’day of
Pentecost would have occurrod on the Jewish Sabbath,
that is, on Saturday. It is impossible to determine the
Arith on this subject.” Dean Alford, in his “New
Testament for English Readers,” says: “The question
" on what day of the week’ this day of Pentecost was,
is beset with difficulties™attending the question’of our
Lord’s last Passover. It appears probabl2, however,
that it wag on the Sabbath.i. e, if we reckon from
Satarday the 16th of Nisan.” Prof. H.'B. ackett, D,
D., professor of Biblical Literature in Newton Theolog-
jcal Institute, in his “Comments on the Original Text
of Acts,” pp. 50, b1, thus remarks :1¥It;is generally
supposed that this Pentecost, signalized by the out-
pouring of the Spirit, fellsupon’the Jewish Sabbath,
our Saturday.” Other eminent authors—Lightfoot,
Kuinbel, Hitzig, Wieslor, ete., take the same position.
We conclude, therefore, that taking the authority of
first-day authors themselves, it’ cannot be established
that Pentecost came npon the first day of the week

at all; and if it could be so’established, it would be no-

ev;dence in belialf of Sunday sacredness.
- Another claim made in behalf of the first-day Sab-
b’mth is this: Redemption is greater than creation, there-
fore we should observe the day of Christ’s resurrection
in preferenco to that of the’ Creator’s rest. In reply
we would say that this is meloly human oplmon Not
a syl]a o of Scripture can be found to'sustain it. Who
“Knows’ that redemption is greater than. creation, since
‘,both require ommnipotent power? Is man prepared to
decide the comnparative greatness of works that he ig

~wholly powerless to perform, and of which he cannot
have any adequate conception? And who knows that
God wbuld have us keep a Sabbath to celebrate redemp-
tion? Not a hint has he given us in his word to that
effect, # Would he not have told us so, had lie wished
us to do it ? Panl says that the Holy Seriptures ¢ thor-

. ouglly furnish us unto all good works.” 2 Tim. 3:17.
As the keeping of -Sunday as a Sabbath in honor of the
work of redemption is in no instance implied in God’s
word, we must conclude that it is not a “good work.”
Every religious institution of divine appointment has
for its authority God’s word.
the observance of a day to commsamorate redemption.
Such observance must therefore be merély ‘“will wor-
ship.”  But we ingnire, Is redemption yet completed ?
—~Certainly not, while our earth groans under the curse,
and the people of God are either waiting in the grave
for the final resurrection, or are living in a world of
wickedness, longing fov immortality. It is'most surely
out of place to appoint a meworial to commemorate a
work yet unfinished. Cbrist our advocate still inter-
cedes for us, while we “groan within ourselves, wait-
.ng for the adoption; to wit, the redemption of our
body.” Rom. 8:23. Ouwr friends ave at least eighteen
conturies too carly inappointing their redemption Sab-
bath. ‘

And even if a day was to be appointed to commem-
orate Christ's work in redemnption at his first advent,
should it not be the day of his crucifixion rather than
of his resurrection ? The Bible nowhere says we have
redemption through his Tesurrection ; but it does say.
“In whom we have redemption through his blood.”
Eph.1:7. Again: “Thou wast slain and hast redeemed
us to God by thy blood.” Rev. 5:9. Christ shed his
blodd (the great agent;in’our redemption) on Friday,
.the sixth day of the week., The daeath of Christ is the

. most marvelous event ever beheld in this woxld Tt is

tmerey and Jove 2—Oh, vo.

But there is none for’

not surprising that God should raise his Son from the
grave after he had died for the sins of men ; but it is
mercy most astonishing that he should ever consent
that Iis “only begotten Son” should die that ignomin-
ious death on the cross. -Shall we therefore keep Fri-
day as a Sabbath to commemorate this sublime act of
God has instituted hisown
memorials to commemorate this as well as other
important events. The Lord’s supper answers this
purpose. “For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink
this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till he come.”
1 Cor. 11:26. In baptism we have a beautiful and ap-
propriate memorial of Christ’s burial and resurrection.
“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized
Into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death ? - There-
fore we are buried. with him by baptism into death ;
that like as Christ was raised up. from the deud by the
glory of the Father, even so wo also should walk in
newness of life. Forif we have been planted together
in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the
likeness of his resurrection.” "Rowm. 6:3-5; Col. 2:12.
How beautifully fitting is this act to commmemorate
Christ’s resurrection !

We shall find, if we investigate the sub]ect of God’s
memorials, in his word, that there is always a peculiar
fitness—a likeness, a similarity—between the memo-
rial and the thing commemorated by~it. This princi-
ple is Hllustrated by the creation Sabbath, the rest sig-
nifying a completed work ; the rite of circumeision,
a circle cut in the flesh, sngmfymg the surrounding of
Abraham’s seed with pecuhar prowdenees as his pe-
culiar people; the feast of the Passover and the
sprinkling of blood, bringing forcibly to view the flec-
ing out of Egypt, and the act of the destroying angel
in passing over the houses of the children of Israel,
thus saving their first-born 5 the feast of tabernacles,
bringing to view their dwelhng in tents ; the joyful
sending of gifts in the feast of purim, the gladness
felt at their great escape from the malice of Haman.
So of the Tiord’s supper. and. b'l,ptlsm
memorial is appropriate. .

But how about this man-made memorial of Sunday-
keeping ? What fitness is there in keeping as the
Sabbath a day of rest every seven days to celebrate
the resurreetion of Christ, as a part of the work of re-
demption, yet incomplete ? - We have seen that the
real resurrection day was a very busy one, the disci-
ples preparing their drugs to do a hard day’s work in
embalming his body, hunting here and there to find
him ; two of them traveling fifteen miles on foot, Jesus
doing the same ; a day of anxiety, for they did not be-
lieve he was risen until just as the day was closing ; no
religious weetings or public speaking. What likeness
of manner is there between the day rmost Christians
keep as a Sabbath, and the original day they propose
to keep in memory by it? In order for it to bea
fitting memorial, it should be true that the work of
redemption occupied six days, and that Christ rested
the day fo]lowmg—somethmg no person ever claimed.
And as baptism is a memorial of Christ’s resurrection,
we should, in that case, have two memorials of one
and the same -event—a thing unprecedented in the
Scriptures. We tlierefore conclude that the, claim
that Sunday is set apart to commemorate redemption,
is absurd, and entirely contrary to the facts in the

case. G. I. B.

-
—~

““Thought It not Robhery.”

Pavr, in Phil. 2:6, thus writes concerning Christ :
“Who being in the form of God, thought. it not rob-
bery to be equal with God.” Taking these words alone,
the foree of the expression, “Thought it not robbery
to be equal witl God,” is not easy to be seen. But if
we take them with the context, the matter is rendered
still worse :  “Let this.mind be in you, which was also
in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, thonght
it not robbery to be equal with God ; but made him-
self of no reputation,” ete. According to our version,

Every Bible-

the mind which was in Christ, was, being in the form:
of God, not to think it any robbery to be equal with
God. Man, also, we are told, is made in the iinage of
God, and shall we have the same 1nind, and think it no
robbery to be equal with God? Here is the apparent
difficulty with the text. But if we give to the word
rendered “robbery ” another meuning which is given to
it in the lexicons, it relieves the difficulty and brings
out the beautiful idea of the passage. That word isde-
fined to mean, also, something to be earnestly desired,
coveted, or songht after, like the spoil which is so
earnestly desired as to be obtained by robbery. With
this idea, let us read the text: *Who being in the
form of God, thought it not something to be pre-emi--
uently desired to be, or still to appear, equal with God,
but made himself of no reputation,” etc. That is to
say, though he was in the form of God, having exal--
tation and glory with him before the world was, being
the express image of his person, and the brightness of
his glory, he did not think it so desirable to still retain
this position, and to continue to appear beforc the ex-
alted intelligences of heaven the equal of God, as it was
to do something else. And what was this other thing
that was more desirable >—It was to come down and
redeem man.- Therefore he made himself of no repu-
tation, took the form of a servant, and humbled him-
self to the death of the cross. With this idea, the force
and beauty of the passage is seen. See Dr. Clarke. .
Now, let this mind be in you which was also in-
Christ Jesus, who, being in so exalted and glorious a -
position, thought it not desirable to continue in it if he
could rescue perisbing man. He might have retained
his place in heaven, and left man to perish. But he -
laid aside his glory, for awhile put off his equality with
God, and came down in the form of a servant to rescue
us, If we have the same mind, we also shall not cling
to those things which minister to self, even as Christ
served not himself, but shall go forth to succor and
rescue those whom we can reach by any possible sacri-
fice and labor of love, u. 8.

-
-

Thy Will Be Done.

Tuis is the second petition in the Lovd’s prayer;
and this prayer was given to the disciples in answer t6
their request, ‘Lord, teach us how to pray.” These
words are very often spoken, but, as has been said on
another subjeet,— ' '

“Who has ever duly weighed .
- The meaning of the words he said P’

It is a great misfortune to the human race that they
do not better know how to appropriate and apply
things. Sick people are the only ones who really prize
health, or place anything like a just value on it. Or-
phans realize that it is a great blessing to have a good
father and mother. None but the destitute know the
value of a dollar. To the starving pvor a crust of
bread is of immense value. But none of these bless-
ings are appreciated under other circumstances. The
pampered child throws his bread away as worthless;
the spendthrift, spoiled by indulgence, gives the money
he never earned for trifling toys; the healthy and
strong violate the laws of their being asif life and
health .were of no importance ; and the child who has
been tenderly cared for by kind parents, neither thanks
them for their scrvices nor cares for their feelings.
And much of these same traits of character we carry
into our religious ekperience. The most important
and valuable blessings Heaven can bestow are viewed
with comparative indifference because they are com-
mon ; they are enjoyed by so many, and from-day to
day. And yet, daily as they come, so regularly are
words of thanksgiving offered ; and too often words
only, because there is no realizing sense of the good--
ness of God in bestowing blessings we do not appre-
ciate,

Thus it is also that in hours of case and prosperity,
we say the words of the petition, Thy will be done;
but when adversity comes, when trials and afflictions
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. rise before us, we quickly show that we have a will to
be consulted in the matter ! . Few, very few, when trials
press upon them, stop to inquire how God is to be
glorified, or whether the hand of a loving Father has
ordered them—whother they are among the “all things”
that “work together for good”—to be gloried in as a
means of working patience and “a far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory.” Rom. 5:1-5; 2 Cor.4:
17. But trials and tribulations are generally regarded
as unmitigated evils, to be escaped from as soon as
possible, and almost by any means,

In nothing was Jesus a perfect pattern and example
more than in-hwmility and snbmission. In no pointdid
he more beautifully and forcibly illustrate the spiritof
the prayer which takes his name than in the part above
referred to. " Circnmstances led him to adopt these words
as his own request ; and we may be instructed to mark
those circumstances—among the most interesting in
onr Lord’s history. It wasnotin Cana of Galile, at
the marriage ; not at the supper made for him by
wealthy friends; not even while he was going about
doing good, admonishing the crring, setting free the
caplive, and comforting the disciples. But it was in
the garden, in the hour of his agony, alone, and un-
cared for by his chosen followers, when his sonl was
sorrowful even unto death, after three times asking his
Father to remove the bitter cup #f it were possible 5
there was the triumph of submission ; there he meekly
desired that his own will might be st aside, and only
his Father's will be done.

If we would indeed follow our Saviour and be like
Lim, we must learn to submit cheerfully to the will of
God, and resign our own wills in the hour of affliction
and trial.  Trial tests our faith ; it tests our professions
of resignation. Many have prayed, Thy will be done,
who had yet all imaginable reservations for contin-
gencies. To ntter these words “in spirit and in truth,”
we must carnestly desire that under the most bitter
trials through which we may be passing, and under all
‘circumstances in which we may yet be placed, our will
1nay not be consulted, but that God may use us to work
out his own will in all that we can do or bLear; and
this not by constraint because we must, but cheerfull v,
becanse it is the will of our Father in heaven. Thus
only shall we follow Jesus and bear his cross ; thus
may we find rest to our souls. J. H. W,

ConNsCIENCE expresses the instinctive sense of obli-
gation to moral law., This law was not enacted and is
not reversible by the human will ; it is imposed by an
authority outside of ourselves. The instinet of obli-
gation is active when we are separated from all huan
government and society ; we canabdt imnagine ourselves
to obliterate this obligation by the obliteration of all
finite beings; we know that we must answer to a
Power outside of ourselves. In the nature of things
this implies that the Power to which we are answerable
lnows what to do and what we onght to do ; approves
the right and disapproves the wrong, and has the
power and purpose to reward us according to our
character and conduct.—Joseph Cook.

<
.

Is Jesus our law giver in the Christian age? So
it is said. Well, if he is, then if we break his law,
we sin against him, Who, then, is our advocaie,—
our mediator ?  'We have no pope ; nor do we belicve
in the Virgin Mary as our intercessor. How is this,
friends? I read: “If any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
1 John 2:1. But how should Christ advocate our
cause with the Father if it is not the Father we have
offended ? This point needs to be thought of a little
by those who set aside the law of God, for what they
suppose to be the law of Christ.—Gospel Siclkle.

——————

Ir a man would sympathize with trouble and sorrow,
lie must have sorrowed and been iroubled himself, It
is that which has made the heart of Jesus the refuge
of the sorrows of the world.—Rev. T 4. Nelson.

W isaionnr,

CHERE AM I; SEND ME”

“Then said I, Here am I ; send me,” Isa.6:8,

" “LORD, here am 1.
"T'was thus an ancient prophet spake
When in a vision he beheld
Jehovah, seated on his throne,
And near him choirs of seraphim,
Who from his brightness veil their face,
And'in their joyful anthems tell
The glory of the Lord of hosts.

“Lord, here am T;” for God had said,
“Whom shall I send, and who will go
With warnings to a sinful world?”

The prophet heard, and with his lips
Tonched by the hallowed, burning coal
That cleansed his guilty syul from sin,
Made answer to the call, “ Send me.”

Many a ycar has passed since then ;
The prophet sleeps. His warning voice
That loudly rang o’ar Judah’s land
Is silent now. Hislips no more
Declare the truth to sinful men.

Judge of the carth,
Proud and rebellious men still need’
The awful warnings of thy truth ;
While many wait to hear thy words,
And others, burdened with their sin,
Now long for some sweeb voice to bid
Them lay it at the Master’s feet.

Spirit of love,
Could these poor lips of ours be touched
By hallowed fire and cleansed from sin,
Then would they bear thy words of truth
Like thy prophetic seer of old,
Whose voice o’er Judah’s plain was heard.

Glad would the message of thy love
By thcm be borne, if but the dross
- Of selfishness and sin were purged,
And thy sad child might chance to hear
Thy voice divine in accents sweet,
Say unto him, “Thy sins, O child,
I will forgive; Jehovah bids
Thee go to all the world, and there
Declare the truth.”

Iealdsburg, California,
—————
Knox Returns to Scotland.

RoBERT TARE.

Ox the arrival of John Knox in Scotland, he
found matters in a most critical condition. During
his absence the reform cause had continued to widen
and deepen ; order and discipline had been estab-
lished under his direction to the extent that elders
and deacons had been appointed in the varions con-
gregations,- The popish clergy were not indifferent
to these proccedings, neither were they wanting in
an inclination to put a stop to them. The Queen-
Regent, of whose sincerity Knox had always enter-
tained suspicions, began to throw off the mask of
friendship which she had found it for her interost
to assume, and to unite with the clergy in laying
plans for the suppression of the Reformation in
Scotland,  On the 28th of August, 1558, the Arch-
hishop of St. Andrews committed Walter Milne, a
man of most inoffensive manners, and eighty-two
years of age, to the flanie,

This, and other acts of injustice and cruelty,
roused the people. Casting aside all fear and the
restraints which bad formerly held them, many of
them openly joined the reform worship, and avowed
their determination to adhere to it at all hazards.
The double dealing of- the Regent, who made fair
promiscs to the Reformers but failed to keep them,
hastened the impending crisis. After a sermon
preached by Knox, at Perth, at this time, in which
he exposed the idolatry of the mass and idol wor-

ship, a priest stepped forward, uncovered a rich

altar-piece, decorated with images, and prepared to
say mass. A Doy, expressing some disapprobation,
was struck by the priest, and immediately retaliated
by throwing a stone at him, which, falling on the
altar, broke one of the images., This operated as a
signal upon a few idle persons who had loitered in
the church, and in a short time the altar, images,
and all the ornaments of the chureh, were torn down
and trampled under foot; The noise occasioned by
this soon collected a mob, which, by a sudden and

irresistible impulse, flew upon the monasteries.
Neither the authority of the magistrates nor the
persuasion of the preacher could restrain its fury un-
til the houses of the Gray and Black Friars, with the.
costly edifices of the Carthusian monks, were laid in
ruins,

This destruction, not only of property, but of the
Catholics’ sacred buildings, was attributed to the
teachings of Knox, and the Regent seized upon the
opportunity thus presented to shield herself from
public indignation, which she had incwred, and
richly deserved, by turning it against the Protestd
ants. Refusing to listen to any explanations or
protestations of innocence on their part, she ad-
vanced against the city of Perth with anarmy, threat-
ening to lay waste the town with firc and sword, and
to inflict the most exemplary vengeance on all those
who, as she asserted, hiad been instrumental in pro-
ducing the riot. The Protestants, meanwhile, fail-
ing in their efforts to appease her wrath, resolved
not to suffer themselves to be massacred, and pte-
pared to defend the town. So prompt and vigorous
were their measures that the Regent deemed it
prudent to make peace with them.

Of the struggle which ensued it is not our object
to give a description. A great part of the nation
loudly demanded the correction of the various abuseg
upheld and practiced by the popish clergy, and the
leaders in the reform movenient, or lords of the con-
gregation, as they werc called, resolved to introduce
a reformation by abolishing the popish superstitions,
and setting up the Protestant worship in those
places to which their authority or influence extended,
and where a greater part of the inhabitants were
friendly to the cause, The feudal ideas respecting
the jurisdiction of the nobility which at that time -
prevailed in Scotland, in part justified tlis step; but
the urgent and ex'reme necessity of the case formed
its best vindication.

St. Andrews was the first place fixed on for the
beginning of these operations. With this view, by
the consent of the Prior of the abbey and other prom-
inent persons, Knox was appointed to preach in the
cathedral. The archbishop, lemrning of his design,
assembled an armed force, and sent him word that
if lie appeared in the pulpit, orders should be given
to the soldiers to fire upon him. The noblemen
were of the opinion that Knox should desist from
preaching at that time; ¢ for,” said they, *“ our reti-
nue is very slender, we have not yet ascertained the
disposition of the town, and the Regent remains
at a short distance with an army, ready to come to
the bishop's assistance. The appearance of Knox
in the'pulpit might lead to the sacrifice of his own
life and the lives of those who are determined to
protect him.” But to this reasoning Knox would
not ligten.

“There are times,” says the historian, “ when to
disregard the ordinary dictates of prudence, is a
proof of superior wisdom ; when to face danger is to
shun it, and when to flee from it is o incur it;”
and here we have an illustration of this fact. Had
the Reformers been intimidated by this threat, their
cause would have received a blow from which it
would not soon have recovered; but the firmness and
intrepidity of Knox averted it. Fired with a_love
for the cause and the recollection of his early ex-
perience at St, Andrews, and the near prospect of
realizing the sanguine hopes which he had for many
years cherished, he replied to lig Drethren that he
could not, in conscience, delay to preach the next
day, unless foreibly hinderved. In that town and in
that church, God had first raised him to the dignity
of a preacher, and from it he had been reft by
Trench tyranny at the instigation of Scot’s bishops.
In the hearing of many yet alive he had expressed
his confident hope of again preaching in St. An-
drews; and, now that providence had brought him to
the place, he besought them not to hinder him,
““As for the fear of danger that may come to me,”
continued he, “let no man be solicitous; for my life
is in the custody of Him whose glory I seek. T de-
sire the hand or weapon of no man to defend me.
I only crave audience,” 5. N H.

(Z'o be continued.)
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Dajylesford and Trentham.

Wz elosed our meetings at Daylesford on Sun-
day, March 18, and moved the tent to Trentham, a
little town of two or three hundred inhabitants situ-
ated in a farming and timber district, on the line of
railroad twelve miles from Daylesford.

At Trentham we held our first two meetings at
the Mechanics’ Institute, with a good attendance.
On inquiring for a place to put our cotton meeting-
house, a gentleman who had invited us to partake
of his hospitality for the night said we might set it
up in his liouse lot. So we aceepied his:offer, and
commenced meetings Mayeh 16. We have given
eighteen discourses andfive Bible-readings.” There
lias beep-agGod interest to hear, and an average

tteridance of about thirty. Ten have already de-
cided to yield to the claimg of Glod’s law and keep
his Sabbath ; one man hag closed his place of busi-
ness in town on Sabbath ; another who employs
quite a number of hands stopped his work, and le
and two of lis men are also keeping the Sabbath.

We visited a lady at Bullarto, who atténded two
of our meetings in Daylesford, and purchased “Bible
Helps,” a book of Bible-readings. She was keep-

-ing tlie Sabbath, and had loaned reading matter to
onc of her neighbors who was also convinced, and
had written for some one to come and give them
further instruction. They both subseribed for the
Bisrr Lono for a year, and ave anxious for further
light. 'We also found parties at another place who
lrad received reading and had been visited by one
who had become interested, This party lias since
walked three niles to attend the incetings.

Our tent-ncetings must soon close on account of
cold weather; but we shall follow up the work as
well as we can till all the interested ones have made
their decision, Our sales of books and papers have
amounted to £10 7s; donations toward paying
expenses, £11. We fecl thankful for the results
thus far, and for the encouraging prospect before us.

Trentham, April 8, 1887. M. C. IsranL.

"The Melbourne Tract Society.

Tui Melbourne T, and M. Society held its fifth
quarberly meeting in Assembly Hall, Sunday, April
10, 1887, Quite a large proportion of the members
was present,  The President of the soctety, Llder
M. C. Isracl, presided. In his opening remarks, he
said lie was glad to sce so large an attendanee, as it
indicated the intercst taken in the missionary work.
He exhorted the members to increased diligence in
_this important branch of the work of God. Soon
the time of refreshing will come, and the whole carth
will be lightened with the closing message of truth;
and the free dissemination of reading matter will
have much to do in preparing the way for this time.

The minutes of the last quarterly mecting were
then read and approved.

A Committee on Resolutions was appointed, con-
sisting of Brn. Scott, Miller, and Stockton. -

The quarterly report of labor was then called for
and read, as-follows; Number of members, 48 ;
reports returned, 45; pages of reading matter loaned
and given away, 28,584; periodicals distributed, 7,-
242; number of missionary visits made, 149; letters
written, 40; subscribers obtained for our papers, 39.

This report was enconraging, sliowing a good de-
gree of diligence on the part of the members, and in
several particulars a marked improvement over that
of the preceding quarter.

On account of the absence of Bro. Bell with the
tent in Daylesford and Trentham the past quarter,
there was no ship work reporbed ; but several of the
brethren promised to devote part of their time to
this important branch of the work.

Reports of individual labor were ecalled for, and
several interesting letters were read. One of es-
pecial inferest was from a gentleman who subseribed
for two copies of the Evuo, and offered to pay for
other copies for free distribution.  Another was from
a brother in Tasmania, who reports four persons
brought into the truth through his cfforts.

The Committee on Reselutions presénted the fol-
lowing veport i—

© WugerEas, The report of labor for the past quarter
shows that the efforts of the society have not been in
vain, and also that the blessing of God has rested upon
us in our endeavors to cxtend a knowledge of the last
message of mercy ; therefore—

Llesolved, That we express our heart-felt thanks to
our heavenly Father for his many mercies, and for the
great privilege granted us of being permitted to labor
for him ; and further—

Lesolved, That we show our gratitude for- these
blessings by rencwed efforts in the work of God.

WHEREAS, We recognize in the BinLe EcHo a means
in the direct providence of God for carrying the
truths of the third angcl's message to the people of
-these colonies, and— ‘

WiurRrEas, We are auxious to extend this truth as
rapidly as possible, that cthers may - rejoice in it, and
be prepared for the coming of Christ; therefore—

Lesolved, That during the coming quarter we will
put forth greater efforts than we have ever done in the
past to extend its circulation by obtaining regular
subscribers.

WHEREAS, We recognize the fact that a sound body
is necessary in order to have a sound mind, and that a
healthy mind is essential to an understanding of
spiritual truths ; and— ) ;

Wrurnas, We belicve that Good Health and the
Iealth Journal are publications especially valuable in
promoting the restoration or preservation of health ;
therefore—

Resolved, That we will labor for their introduction
into the homes of our friends and to get them before
the public generally. ‘ .

Wuereas, There is a large field open before us
in the ship work, by which the truth may be presented
to hundreds who would never have the opportunity of |
attending meetings on land ; and— o

Wurreass, We believe God is pleased to see us occupy
every ficld open before us, and especially this one, as

is indicated by the blessings that have attended past
efforts in this direction ; therefore—

Resolved, That we consider it obligatory upon us to
" avail ourselves of this means of extending the cause
" and kingdom of - the Master, and to encourage, as far
as lays in our power, those who may feel it a duty to
enter this field of labor,

These resolutions were taken up separately, and
adopted Dy a unanimous vote. In conuection with
the second resolution it was stated that although
the society is taking 600 copies of the Iicuo, agyet
pledges had come in for only 834 copies. After
some discussion of the subject, several brethren
- promised to inerease their pledges.

During the guarter the weekly missionary meet-
tings at Prabran and North Fitzroy, conducted by

i Bro. H. Scott, the Vice-President of the society,
{ have been well attended, and the children have been |
as earnest as cver in the good work. In North
t Titaroy 800 periodicals have been distributed each!
. week, and in Prahran from 200 to 250. One lady !
! in South Melbourne has sold Ecuons to the value of
over £2,and many papers have been sold by others.

The Spirit of the Lord was present in our mission-
ary‘mecting, and the brethren and sisters seemed
encouraged to take hold of the work with renewed
zeal and energy.

Adjourned to call of ¢hair.

M. C. Isragr, Pres.

—
The Quarterly Meeting in Melbonrne.

J. I8, Fraser, Sec.

Tur quarterly meeting of the Melbourne church
last Sabbath was a very profitable occasion. Elder
M. C. Israel, the elder of the church, conducted the
services. One brother was present from Daylesford,
one from Trentham, and a brother and sister from
Geelong. It was pleasant to meet our friends from
Geelong, who seldom enjoy the privilege of - public
worship, and to hear the brethren from Daylesford and
Trentham, who a few short months age knew
nothing of the third angel’s message, speak of their
love for the truth, and of their joy and gratitude
that God had in his own good providence permitted
them to sec and rejoice in its light.

As the names on the church roll were ealled,
seventy-four responded with short, pointed testimo-
nies; twenty-two were unable to be present, and
friends responded for them. The testimonies borne
were live testimonies; they showed a living, grow-
ing Christian experience. They were not all of vie-
tory; - in actual conflict with the powers of darkness, |
it would be strange if all escaped without a scar.

But in many cases the Christian soldier turns his_
defeat into vietory. Heto whom much is forgiven
will love much; and when we have felt our own
weakness, we learn to prize the sense of security
when the eternal God is our refuge, and “under-
neath are the everlasting arms.”

Seven united with the church ; five by letler and
two by baptism. A few cases had to be brought up
for discipline ; for the church must be kept pure,
and some will not have patience to bear the cross of
Christ. ,

In the quarterly meeting, and in the tract society
and business meetings the next day, the spirit of,
Christian love and harmony provailed, and we en-
joyed a good measure of the blessing of God.

Melbourne, April 11. It. J. Bur~Nuawm,

s N
-

New Zealand.

Tur readers of the licmo will be pleased to know
that the cause is moving forward in this colony.
Sinee our last report, we have had much to encour-
age us in our work in Aunckland. The services have
been well attended, and a deep interest has been
manifested by many. Thirty-six have signed the
covenant to ¢ keep the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus.” Rev. 14:12, There are at
least two others keeping the Sabbath who will unite
with us as soon as they have the opportunity, and
there are a goodly number halting betweon two
opinions, for whow we feel very anxious. If the
Lord continues to work for us as he has thus far, T
believe others will soon take their stand for the truth.

A number of events have occurred which will. be
of interest to the [riends in the colonics. A few
weeks since, one of the ministers of the city spoke
in the tent in favor of Sunday as the ¢ Christian,
Sabbath.” After we reviewed him, his friends re-
quested him to Liave his sermon published, and raised
the money to pay forits publication. Onc thousand
sheets, in addition to the regular issue of 1,700
copies of the paper in which it was published, were
struck off, and are being circulated all over the eity ;
so that nearly 8,000 copies of the sermon have been
distributed. This is the first real effort that liag
ever been made in New Zealand to show why the
seventh day should not, and why the first day should,
be kept. Of course our friends wanted us to put a
reply through the same paper ; and after some con-
sideration, we decided to doso. We trust good will
result from this agitation. Two or three other ser-
mons have been given, and there is a general stir
in the camp. Itis cvident that Satan is awake,
and isdetermined to do all he can against the work.

We feel that the Lord is at work on the other
side, helping us to get the truth before the people.
Three young men who have embraced the truth have
begun to canvass the eity for Vol. 4 of Great Con-
troversy. All things considered, they are meeting
with fair success. They are earnest in the work,
and look to the Liord for help. Owr book sales at”
the tent now amount to £30. Thus the people are
reading for themsclves.

We have been favored with the presenece and
counsel of Bro. and Sister Corliss, who stopped
with us twenty-four hours, on their way to Amcrica.
They reiched Aucklaud, Sunday at 5 ». m.  Bro,
Corliss was not well ; bub alter considerable urging
he consented to preach at 7 o'clock, At least three
hundred were in attendance, and listened with great
atiention. 'The Spirit of the Lord was present,
and a deep impression was made on many hearts,

Sabbath morning last, Bro. and Sister Curtis ar-
rived on the Zealandia en route tor Melbourne.
They found me greatly burdened with work, and the
enemy pressing on every side,  After much serious
thought, we decided it was duty for them to act on
the permissionof the General Conference Committee,
and remain here one month. The enemy is
manifesting his wrath in many ways; but we aro
looking to God for victory, Our new Sabbath-
keepers are taking a deep interest in the cause, and
liberal contributions are made. We hope to keep
the tent up until the first of May. We desire the
prayers of the reader, A. G. DaxieLLs,

Auckland, Aprel 5, 1887.
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The Lome Ginde,

THANKSGIVING.

“IAVE you cut the wheat in the blowing fields,
The barley, the oats, and the rye,
The golden corn, and the pearly rice?
For the wmte1 days are nigh.”
“We have rcaped them all from shore to shore,
And the grain is safe on the threshing-floor.”

“ Have you gathercd the berries from the vine, .
And the fruit from the orchard trees,
. The dew and the scent from the rose and thyme
1n the hive of the honey bees?”
“The peach, and the plum, and the apple are ours,
And the honeycomb from the scented flowers,

“The wealth of the snowy cotton field
And the gift of the sugar cane,
The savory herb and the nourishing root—
There has nothing been given in vain,
We have gathered the harvest from shom to shore,
And the measure is full and running oler.’

Then lift up the head with a song!
And lift up the hands with a gift!
To the Ancient Giver of all
The spirit of gratitude lift!
Tor the joy and the promise of spring,
For the hay and the clover sweet,
The barley, the rye, and the oats,
The rice, and the corn, and the wheat,
The cotton and sugar and fruit,
The flowers, and the fine ‘honeycomb,
The country, so fair and so free,
The blessing and glory of home,
“Thanksgiving! thanksgiving!
Joyfully, gratefully call,
To God, the “ Preserver of men,”
The bountiful Father of all.

thanksgiving I"*

—Amelia ¥, Barr,

et
>

What My Last Cigar Cost.

My first cigar cost me a terrific sick-headache,
The boys all said it would ; but as I was an ex-
traordinary boy in my own opinion, I hoped there
would be some interposition in-my behalf so I would
not suffer as they had; but it did not seem to me
that there was any special let-up in my case when I
tried it. However, as my mother had often told me
“it required courage and persistent effort to be
manly,” I supposed it needed the same virtues to
be manlike, so I kept on, and at twenty was a con-
firmed smoker, as shaky as my grandfather, and
niore NEIvous.

When I was twenty-three, I married ; and acting
on the advice of my doctor, who told me if I kept
books and smoked another year my bride would be a
widow, we took our little all and started for the far
West, where a friend of mine had gone some years
before. I took a claim of one hundred and sixty
acres ten miles from town ; it was timbered and
watered, and T proposed to make a stock farm of it.
My health was recovered ; I could work early and
late. Bessie was a true wife and helpmeet, and the
baby, just beginning to talk at the time of my last
cigar, was the light and joy of our home.

We had then been West three years, I had forty
acres in corn, twenty in wheat, and thirty head of
cattle. Our little house was homelike and full of
preity things, while the log-cabin of our first year
was a corn-crib, full of corn.

‘When I told Bessie what the.doctor said, in an-
swer to my question if she could leave father,
mother, and friends and go with me to found a
humble home in the far West, she had answered,

“ Yos, George, I will go anywhere with you, and
do anythmg for your good if "you will leave off
smoking here, now, and forever.” .

It was a sacred pledge to her; but I meanly

evaded it by promising, “ Bessie, I will: never spend
another cent for cigars.”
- It was a contemptible subterfuge, the old trick
that is begotten by smoking, drinking, or any other
ruling passion to evade the giving it up entirely.
So during those three years when I went to town I
often smoked if invited to, and to Bessie’s remon-
strances I would give the plea, “ I only promised
not to spend a cent.”

. One autumn day, after a wet summer and a long
dry spell of weather, wo needed to go to town. We

by me.
when, in a moment, the wind swept round to the.

had to cross a high prairie six miles in extent, un-
broken by fence, stream, or tree, where the tall
prairie-grass, never trodden by loof of cattle, was
as dry as tinder.

Some time before, T had taken the necessary pre-
caution to protect my house by ploughing several
furrows around it, and, leaving a strip of fifty fect
or 50, had ploughed again and burned off the in
closed circle. It was a merry party that bounced
along towards town belind our gay pouies that
sunny morning, even though we had no spl'ing—seat
in our lumber-wagon, and. had to soften the jolting
by spreading thick comforts over the board we sat
on and had the baby in the cradle, as being still

easier for her.

We made our purchases, took diuner with our
friends owning the store, and at five o’clock had
started back homeward due suuth from town. Our
wagon was well laden with supplies, among them a
gallon each of kerosene, vinegar, and molasses;
there was also a water -cask that we generally took
along for a drink if we chanced to want one when
crossing the prairie, but, alas, therc was little water

in it now!

‘When we were well out of town, Bessie said to me
quietly, ¢ You have been smoking again, George.”

“Yes.” I answered tartly, “ but it didn’t cost me
a cent.” The fact was, the unusual smoking had
made we wretchedly nervoug, and feeling at fault, I

-wanted to blame somebody else, so I added after a

little, T can’t be in leading-strings all my life.”

Bessie said never a word; but her evident grief
vexed me still more. She busied herself with the
baby, who was tired and fretful, and soon put lier
in the cradle behind us. While she was back there
rocking the baby, some spirit of evil tempted me to
light another cigar that I had in wmy pocket, and
when Bessie sat again beside me with her face
turned the other way that she might jog the cradle,
I was still puffing away at that temblc cigar.

I hoped she would say somsthing, for I had a
very mean reply in my mind to make her; but she
did not, and when half thrcugh I tossed it over-

board, saying contemptuously, ¢ There goes the last]

one for now, and it didn’t cost me a cent either!”

I was a little startled to see the smoke curl lazily
up from where it fell in the dry grass ; but we soon
passed over alittle rise out of sight- and I thought
no more about it. Annie was sound asleep, and
Bessie faced around. After a time of silence, she
said, as if in meditation, ¢ Our honor is the dearest
price we can pay for anything.”

My conscience smote me. I seemed to see a
vision of a_happy young girl leaving all she loved for
my sake, and I had bebrayed her trust in me time
and again for a cigar. 1 had not the manliness to
own to these accusin g thoughts and ask for forgive-
ness, but drove the ponies on, while cvery breath of
the soft south wind {u our faces seemed to whisper,
“You are a perjured liar and coward.”

Busy in thought, I had forgotten that Bessie was
‘We were but four miles from lome,

north and chilled us. T stopped the horses, lifted
the cradle over to the front of us, covered the baby,
wrapped Bessie in a comfort, and was just starting
on, when there came a loud noise like thunder, not a
CLa::h but & dead, lieavy roar, far behind us,

«Tg it & hurricanc 7 asked Bossie.

If it only had been! But I kneiw the sound too
well.  That long roll was the fire-call, and looking
baclc we could soon see the lines of fire sweeping to-
wards us faster than any horse ever ran.

“ O George, it is a prairie fire! TLight a back
fire or we ghall be burned to death.”

She took the lines, and the frightened horses, to
whose instinet the fire meant death, swept on, while
I vainly searched my pockets. I hal used wy last
match to light the cigar that had St‘uted this dread-
ful fire !

“I haven't any, BGS%IG
you forgive me ?”

Oh, thc supreme agony of that moment. I can
hever fmget its glimpse of that hell which remorse
can make in any guilty man’s breast.

God forgive me—wﬂl

«Never mind ; you didn’t mean it, dear. (W
are very near death now. God forgive us \Nth|
But oh, my poor baby Annie, must she die too

With chills of horror that went over me while the
hot sweat of agony streamed from my face, I saw!
that the fire was fast gaining on us. I was incad
pable of thought, but Bessie said,

“ There is a chanee forus, George. We can web
the comforts with the vinogar, water, and mold
cut the traces, and let the horses go when we ge
that patch of buffalo-grass on the mext hill. We
can he down in the wagon and cover our fnces with
the comforts. Derhaps we shall not smother.”

“( Bessie, can you fmg,wc me.?”” I cried, as f
horses gallopod towards the place sug\gosted

«“As T hope to be forgiven,” she and
solemnly, and the earnest wmds of her reply years
before, to which I had given such evzmve pmmlse,
rose before me,

The frightened lorses, as soon as cub loose, alter
one backward look as of pity on us, sped away, while
we saturated the comforts, and, spreading one on the
bottom of the wagon, covered oursclves with the
others, Providentially, having taken a load of corn
to town that morning, Thad on the high side—boar&s
which helped to break the flames,

The noise of the fire drowned every sound, and the
smoke was stifling. The air was full of ﬁymg cin-
ders; the flames leaped bigh up, ]umpuw over wide
spwces of grass that the oncoming waves of fire
speedily devoured. While crouching down a,Wﬂ
ing. the shock, coufessing my guilt and penitenc
in words that could not be heard, Bessie suddenly
darted from our covert, and, seizing the can of kero-
sene, that had been f(n'gotten, hurled it far in fron
of us, and the tide of smoke and flame caught
before she was under the protecting comlorts.

Tt seemed a lifetime to me while we were in tht
hell upon eartl, the flames of which I wyself had
kindled. It was to my guilty soul like the day of
Judgment, and God’s voice was thundering to me,
“Thou didst it ; thou art the man!” ,

At last the Lieat abated, the smoke cleared, and
I thirust my head out in the blackness of darkness.
Tar ahead of us now were those rushing billows of
flame ; the sun at the right of us was as o ball of
fire in the midst of the smo]\e ; the freezing north
wind was now only cool and grateful.

“ O Bessie! ” T groaned. ,

¢ Yes, George, I am alive,” but her voice was as of
one in a dream. -She raised her hand to the cradle.
I pulled the blanket off baby Annie; she did not
move or stir, I hoped she was still sleeping.

« Annie, Annie !” T said, and lifted the limp 11‘
tle form.

Bessic roused quickly. ¢ Baby Annie, baby,
baby!” she cried, We chafed ler limbs, we tried
to breathe life into her, but in vain; owr baby was
dead.

Tt was a forlorn sight two panting horsemen saw
ahiead of them a half houl alter—a man crawling
along with a dead b‘mby in his arms, haunted by an
aceusing voice saying, ¢ You did it ! 1 while a whitc-
faced woman beside him was saying gently, ¢ Dear
Greorge, I love you best 5 T have you still; you did
not meau to.”

The fire had been seen from town. When the
wind turned, they feared it would overtake us, and
had come, as it proved, to our assistance. They
lifted us on their horses, and as the sun was sctting
we rode down the hill thatoverlooked our valley home;
but there was no home there ; only smoking ruins and
the panting horses and cattle in the little ereck close
by were left to mark our former Kden,

Tor weeks Bessie hovercd between life and death,
ans her health was perinanently shattered ; inthrow-
ing out the kerosene ean she had taken so much
heated air into her lungs, and the shock and terror
affeeted her mind. I do not think she would ever
have rallied exeept for iy miserable sake; she

wanted to live that I might not be her murderer also.

No more baby voices have ever since been heard
in our lonely home, made far away from where every}’
thing was so painful a reminder of what my last
cigar cost me.—JIllustrated Christian Weekly.
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Grandmamma,

"“Grandmamma sits in her quaint arm-chair—

Never was lady more sweet and fair ;

‘Her gray locks vipple like silver shells,

And her brow its own calm story tells

Of a geatle life and a peaceful even,

A trast in God and a hope in heaven,”

A momr may be bright and happy where there are
l faces, no inmates long past the meridian of
but there can be no doubt that the little folks
have missed a great blessing who have never known
hat it is to have a grandmamma—that is to say,
thoroughly loving, genial, sympathetic grand-
amma, Iach of us has his or her place in life;
the niche in the houschold that is filled by
amma i8 8o important that oue finds it hard
o forgive any old lady who fails to understand its
duties and privileges.

"« 'What should we do without grandmamma?* I
heard’ a lively girl of eighteen cxelaim the other
day, and forthwith I set myself to work to discover
wherein consisted this indispensability so loudly
attested.

“ What does grandmamma do for you, Annie,” I
ingriired, ¢ that makes hev so important 77

/4 What doesu’t she do?  Why, this huusehold
wonld simply fall to pieces without her. To begin
with, she knows everything. You see, mamma hag,
of course, the chaige cf the house, the marketing to
ﬂo, the clothing to buy, the-servants to look aitel

to attend to, the children to keep in order—

ese things keep her consbantly bu%y Grand-
“fhamma never is busy. She has time for everything.
She goes about the house and finds everything that
is logt. If Ted wants his hat or his skates suddenly,
grandmamma is sure to have seen them somewhere ;
ur lessons are particularly hard, she always has
“fime to put on herspectacles and help us with them ;
if Bob lots the goat eat up his mittens, grand-
mamma’s needles go clicking, clicking, and presently
there is a new pair ; if papa wants a button sewed
.on, there sho is with her little bag of sewing mate-
rials; if I am going to have eompany, she always
has a new recipe, something she made when a gixl,
that lielps me to some new and delicious dish.

T can’t tell you half.”

Ah'! the blessing of active, llmlthy old age! I
thouglt, This O*mndm‘lmma ig not old; she is
old enough to liave dropped the enmoqgmg, strain-
ing, time-and-strength-exhausting bardens of life ;
shd is young enouOh to take an active interest in all
that is going on, to be the intcresterd companion of
all the brood of young people to whom she hears her

Jhonored relationship.
¢ Katie,” T said to another gay little prattler of
my dequaintance, ¢ tell me about your grandmamma.

They say that she is-very ill, and that only on cer-

tain days can she bear the gayety of laughter with

which you young people swrround her.”

¢« Ah, yes,” answered Kate, ¢ my grandmamma is

invalid, but then you see she 1s also a samt,
q;e is not so very old; but then, as she tell us, her
life 13 almost ended, and all she has to do now is to
wait patiently for a little while, when God will let
her go where there is no more pain and suffering.”

“ Does she talk to you very much about i£2”,

¢“No, for she says that no one can really know
what God has prepared for those who love him aud
do his will. And ¢he says, too, that we are too
young to spend a very great deal of our time think-
ing about what will happen when we are dead. She
gays we have our lives here to live firsé, and that we
must all get ready to do some great and noble work
in the world. 8o she tells us stories about great
soldiers and ‘warriovs who have fought for their
country, about such men as Winkelried and

-Washington and Gencral Gordon, then about mis-
sionaries and phllanthloplsts like Henry Maltyn

Wilberforce, and Peabody. I don’t think there is

anything that grandmamma has not read, and the

boys say, and we all feel, that there never was a story
book in the world that is equal to the veal, true
. stomes that grandmamma tells about things and
_people.  She always teaches us our lessons for San-
day-sehool, and she makes the Bible stories just as

But‘

interesting as ‘Ahce in Wonderland,” or any of Hans
Anderson s stories.”

Aht I thought again, here is another grand—
mamma as good as the first, only in another way.,
Disciplined by suffering, cultivated in mind, and
fully developed spivitually, she is sowing seed in
these young minds that will bring forth the best of
fruit, and doing it so carvefully and with such a deli-
cate appreciation of their different characteristics and
various needs that they fancy they are only listening
to a story while they are really learning the best and
most valuable lessons of life. God bless such a
grandmamma !

Let the little ones speak, and, though a few voices
may dissent, the greater number will deelare that
the name of omndnmmma is synonymons with fond
caresses, great supplies of doughnuts, Christmas
goodies, and all the best things of child !ife. And
50 it ought to be. Mamma is a soldier in the field,
bearing the brunt of the battle, working early and
late ; grandmamma is the veteran—her day of war-
fare is past, her honors are won, she is honorably
retived. Therefore she has time to coddle the little
folks, to find out their cspecial wants, to listen to
their stories, and to sympathize with and discover
cures for bumps and bruises. Ah! her place in the
houschold is one of honor and dignity |—Wary E.
Vandyne, in Christian Union.

Toealth and Temvpervimee,

One Young Man’s ‘“No,”

Maxy a weak youth has escaped temptation be-
cause a stronger companion said ¢ No "—and many
another hag fallen because no such help was near.
A “life-sketch ™ in the New York Ledger (by an
cye-witness) details a scene in a hotel billiard-room,
at a fashionable resort, where half a dozen young
men.were playing.for money and “the drinks.” An
acquaintance having some errand to one of the
players, came in. and was bristerously wurged to
make one of the party in the game anil the bibulous
indulgonce.

“ Bring anothel hot SeotchI”

“Not for me,” said Harry, peremptorily, and
with a bit of extra color in his face.

“You won’t play 7

¢ No, I don’t wish to0.”

“Nor you won’t drink a bumper with us ?”

“ Jack, you are going too far. I would drink if
I wanted tt. You wounld not force a man to drink
who is not thusty o4

“Harry, you're afraid to risk a dollar! You'd
drink a hot Scoteh, or a glass of wine with us, if
you dared to play. O Hal, I dxdnt think youd
grown so timid!”

And now the young man’s tace flushed to some
purpose. It was a handsome face; and le really
looked grand—mnoble—as he drew hlmself up to his
full, manly height.

“ PBoys, you Tave spoken freely with me; let me
say a word to you in reply; I am timid, I confess.
T am fearful ; but you know-—you know very well—
that I fear not the loss of a dollar.. T will tell you
presently what Ido fear. Do you remember D
H——?" naming a young man,-who, not a year
previously, had been apprehended, tried, and con-
victed of forgery and embezzlement to a large
amount, and who was at that time serving his pen-
alty in State prison. And, further, that young man,
a trusted book-keeper and cashier, had been 1nt1~
mate with these very youths,

“You remember him I know,” Harry continued;
“and you can remember the time when he was as
jovial and happy over his billiards and whisky, and
hlS gambling, as you arc now. Oh, do not wince! I
call it by its right name, If it is not gambling,
what is it? Al boys ! if Dan had been a little
fearful in those days, he might have been differently
situated now,’

He paused for a moment, looked around upon the
players, and presently added in a lower tone, and
with deep solemnity :—

 And now, hoys, I'll tell you frankly of what I
am afraid; I have a mother—you know whether
she loves me or not—and I have a dear sister, look-
ing to me for joy and comfort in life. T have, also,
o business character, and, I trust, a broad, bright
future before me. Must I tell you—I am aflald—-
I shrink in mortal dread from anything that can en-
danger these sacred interests. Not for all the
wealth of all the land would T knowingly and will-
ingly bow my dear mother’s head in sorrow. And
since even the appearance of evil may weaken the
prop of a sterling character, I will try to avoid that,
Now you understand me. Go on if you will, and
enjoy yomselve% if youcan. It would be misery for
me to join you here.-

“One word more ; if anything of this interview
should become known abroad, be sure that I did not’
tell 1t for my lips will be closed when T go out from

ou.’
d He then called aside the young man whom he had

come to see, who, after a brief private conversation

with Harry, put up his cue, and announeing that he
should not go on with the game, quietly went out
with his friend.

Two balls remaining on the table were not pockoted.
The game was suffered to end where it stood. There
was a question asked by one of the five remaining
ag to what should be done with the moneyin the
“pot.” The chief answered instantly, and without
argument, by giving each man back his dollar, Then
they put their heads together, and after a brief con-
fab, which I could not overhear, they lett the place,
leaving fully one-half the drink in their glasses un-
touched.

Six months later I had oceasion to spend another
night at the same house, and during my sojourn T
spoke to the host of the six young men whom I had
seen engaged in that game of pool.  He knew what
I meant, because 1 had told him the story ab the
time.

He angwered that three of those youths had not
been scen in the billiard-room since that evening ;
two of them had oceasionally dropped in together,
and played a gocial game ; but neither had put up
money nor drank. Of the sixth.man he would not
speal.

And then T thonght of the personal influence of
that young man. And the end is not yet. The
end no man ean see,—JSel.

S
-

Regularity in Eating.

Tr thore is one table-law about which all persons
are agreed, it is that our meals should be takei at
regular periods. People may differ about vegeta-
rianism, about sweets, abont pies and eakes, about
tea and coffee ; but I have never met a person
who would insist that regularity was of no con-
sequence—that it was just as well to take two
meals to-day and five to-morrow ; to take dinner at
one o’clock to-day and three to-morrow, and five
the next day., Without understanding the physio-
logical law, all are agreed -that regularity is hn-
portant,

‘A long journey by rail does not derange the
stomach because of sitting in an unventlhtod car,
for the traveler may occupy a still worse place in the
pursuit of his business at home; neither is it be-
cause of the character of the food furnished at the
railway lunch rooms, for the food at home is often
worse ; but the stomach derangement which nearly
always comes with the long railway trip is, in great
part, to be traced to irregularity in the times of
eating.

Tn a recent trip, we took breakfast the first morn-
ing at half-past nine o'clock, the next at seven, and
0 with the other meals ; only one day we had no
dinner at all.  When we reached San Frauncisco we
were all sufferers from indigestion ; some wero con-
scious of no discomfort in the stomach, but not one-
of us escaped the dallness and depression of spirits
which comes of imperfect digestion Among the
table-laws, this one of regularity is pre- emlncnt]y
xmportant -—Dio Lewis.
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W pause again to look at the symbols by which
God had foreshown these events. In the great
image, there was, succeeding the breast and arms of
silver, the belly and sides of brass; corresponding
to which the prophet told King Nebuchadnezzar that
after the second kingdom inferior to him, there
should arise a third kingdom of brass, which should
bear rule over all the carth, The kingdom of Alex-

ander wag more extensive than any that had pre-

ceded it

S e N

In the second series of Dan. 7, after the prophet
had scen the bear pass away, he beheld an extraor-
dinary leopard rise in its stead. This leopard-had
four wings of afowl and four heads. Verse 6. On
this verse, Scott has the following note : ¢ This was
the emblem of the Grecian or Macedonian empire,
which for the time was the most renowned in the
world, Tt was erected by Alexander the Great on
the ruins of the Persian monarchy, and it continued
in four divisions under his successors. The leopard,
being exceedingly fierce and swift, represented the
kingdom, and especially Alexander, its founder ; but
the swiltness of the quadruped was not an adequate
emblem of the rapidity with which he made his con-
quosts, as he subdued nations more speedily than
others could march their armies throngh them. The
. leopard, had therefore four wings of a fowl upon his
-back. When Alexander died, his kingdom was, after
many contests among his captains, divided into four
parts, Lgypt, Syria, Macedonia, and Thrace, with
some regions of Asia Minor. These were the four
heads of this third beast, and under them dominion
was given to it, until it was gradually reduced by the
next beast.” )

oo, d« "

Again : in the third series of symbols (ehap. 8),
as Daniel was considering the ram, he saw a he-goat
come from the west on the face of the whole earth,
with such swiftness that he touched not the ground ;
and he had a notable horn between his eyes. He
ran into the ram in the fury of his power, smote

_him, cast him down, and stamped upon him. He
waxed great, his horn was broken, and in its stead
came up four notable ones towards the four winds of
heaven. In vorse' 21 this goat is explained to be
Grecia, and the great horn, the first king, or Alex-
ander. And whereas, that being broken, four stood
up in its place, as shown the prophet, in fulfilment
hereof that division took place in the kingdom on
the death of Alexander, which has been already
noticed.

With the following extracts from Prideaux, we

take our leave of this he-goat of the West :—
“Alexander was not stayed by the death of Darius
- from still pursuing after the traitor Bessus; but
-finding at length that he was gotten too far before
him to be overtaken, he returned againinto Parthia ;
and there having regulated his affairg in the army,
as well-as in the provinee, he marched into Hyr-
cania, and received that country under his subjection.
After that he subdued the Mardans, Arians, Drangi-
ans;. Aracausians, and several other nations, over
which he flew with victory swifter than others can
travel, often with his horse pursuing his enemies upon
the spur whole days and nights, and sothetimes mak-

ing long marches for several days one after the other,
as once he did in the pursuit of Darius, of near forty
miles a day, for eleven days together. So that, by
the speed of his marches, he came upon his encmy
before they were awate of him, and eonquered them
before they could be in a posture to resist him;
which exactly agrecth with the description given of
him in the prophecies of Daniel some ages before;
he being in them set forth under the similitude of
a panther, or leopard, with four wings; for he was
impetuous and fierce in his warlike expeditions, as a
panther after his prey, and came on upon his encmies
with that speed as if he flew with a double pair of
wings. And to this purpose he is, in another place
of those prophecies, compared to a he-goat, coming
from the west with that swiftness upon the king of
Media and Persia, that he scemed as if his feet -did
not toueh the ground.  And his actions, as well in
this comparison as the former, fully verify the proph-
ecy.”—Connection, vol. 1, p. 380.

Again he says : “Never had any man a greater
run of success than he had for twelve years and a
half together; (for so long he reigned from the death
of his father;) in that time he subjected to him all
the nations and countries that lay from the Adriatic
Sca to the Ganges, the greater part of the then
known habitable world. And although most of his
actions were carried on with a farious and extrava-
gant rashness, yet none of them failed of sueccess.
His first attempt upon the Persians in passing the
Granicus with only thirty-five thousand men
against an army above five times as many guard-
ing the banks of the river on the other side, was
what no man else that was well in his wits would
have run upon, and yet he suceceded in it; and
this success creating a panic fear of him through all
the Persian empire, made way for all the other vic-
tories which he afterwards obtained ; for no army
after that, though twenty times the number of his
(as was that of Arbela), would take courage enough
to stand before him. He was a man of some virtues,
but these were obscured by much greater vices,
Vain glory was his predominant folly, and that which
chiefly steered him through all his actions.”—Con-
nection, vol. 1, p. 389.

In reference to his death, M. Bossuet, Bishop of
Meaux, thus speaks: At thirty-three years of
age, in the midst of the grandest designs that ever
man formed, and flushed with the surest hopes of
success, he died, before he had leisnre to settle his
affairs on a solid foundation; leaving behind him a
weak brother, and children very young, all incapable
of supporting the weight of sueh apower, But the
circumstance which proved most fatal to his family
and empire, was his haviug taught the generals who
snrvived him to breathe nothing but ambition and
war. He foresaw the prodigious lengths they would
go after his death, To eurb their ambitious views,
and for fear of mistaking in his eonjectures, he did
not dare to name his successor, or the guardian of
his children. He only foretold that his friends
would solemnize his obsequies with bloody battles ;
and he expired in the flower of his age, full of the
sad images of the confusion which would follow his
death.,”—Rollin’s History of Alewander, sec, 20.

Thus fell this haughty monarch who-rose up like
a colossus and bestrode the world. And here we
leave him till we shall behold him in the resurrection
of the unjust. )

The history of Alexander’s successors, till there-
duction of the empire by another power, would in-
volve an extended commentary on a great portion of
the eleventh of Daniel, for which we have not space.
‘We thercfore pass on to the fourth and last of this
world’s great empires. :

And here we would leave with the reader a few
suggestions. Daniel, as we have seen, lived two
hundred years and over previous to the events last
mentioned. How did he know that a kingdom
would succeed the Babylonian composed of two di-
visions, and that the more powerful of these divisions
would come up last?  How did he know that this
kingdom would in turn be overthrown by another
from the west? How did he kuow that the con-
quests of this third kingdom would be accomplished

with such speed? It is usual for kings to pl'QVQ%
carefully for a successor, that the crown may b¥'
safely preserved to their own posterity; how did
Daniel know that this king would die without a sue-
cessor ? . And how did he know that the empire
would thercon be dividéd into just four parbs?
Answer : He had his knowledge from that God who
rules in the kingdoms of men, and appointeth ov
them whomsoever he will.  Dan. 5:21.  From th%
same souree and upon the same anthority he has set’
forth some facts, and uttered some prophecies, which
have their application in our own day, and concern
our own selves, as we shall by and by sec. Om-
niscience alone could have foresecen and inspired the
prophet thus aceurately to write of the events of.
future ; Omniscience alone did it ; and let us Té~
member continually, while tracing out the fulfil-
ments of his word, that with no less certainty, and
no less acewracy, will those things'in which we per-
sonally and the whole world have now an interest,
be brought to their fulfilment.  Every accomplished
propheey is like a record graven in eternal rock, that
the Lord Omnipotent reigneth. And no word or
purpose of his shall ever fail. U, s,

-
>

Words from Eminent Men.

THE BIBLE TO BE INTERPRETED LITRRALLY.

W sy should not the Bible be taken to mean litery
ally and simply just what it says, the same as any
other book ?  Adopting the figurative, mystical in-
terpretation of the Seriptures, has Ied to more errors
than any other one thing. We protest against it,
and have in ouwr support the Dbest names of the
Christian church, Of eourse there are figures and
symbols used in this book, as in all others; but
these are to be explained by the great body of the
Bible, which is not figurative.

Martin Luther gives good advice in the following
lines :—

“ Let the Christian reader’s first object always be
to find out the true meaning of the word of God ;
for this, and this alone, is the whole foundation of
faith and of Christian theology. It is the very sub-
stance of Christianity,”—Milner’s History, vol. b, p.
460. ’

Prof. C. K. Stowe, in his great work, « History
of the Books of the Bible,” gives the true idea :—

«The Bible is not given to us in any cclestial ov
superhuman language. If it had been, it would
have been of no use to us; for every book intended
for men must be given to them in the language of
men.”

‘Wm. Tyndale says :—

«No man dare abide the literal sense of the text
but under a protestation, ifit please the pope. Thou
shalt understand, thercfore, that the Scripture hath
but one sense, and that is the literal sense. . . .
The greatest cause-of this captivily and decay of
taith, and this blindness whereih we are now, sprang 1
first from allegories ; for Origen, and the doctors of
his time, drew all the Seriptures into allegory, inso-
much as that twenty doctors expounded one text
twenty different ways. . Yea, they are come
into such blindness that they not only say the literal
sense profiteth not, but also that it is hurtful, and
killeth the soul,”—Works, vol. 1, p. 807.

Mosheim, speaking of a class of crrorists, says :— .

“They attributed a double sense to the words of
Seripture ; the one obvious -and literal, the other
hidden and mysterious, which lay concealed, as it
were, under the vail of the outward letter. The. for-
mer they treated with the utmost neglect, and turned
the whole force of their genius and application to
unfold the latter; or, in other words, they were
more studious to darken the Scriptures with theiridle

Jictions than to investigate the true and natural sense.”

Church ITistory, cent. 2, part 2, chap. 2.

Dr. Adam Clarke says :—

« Without all controversy, the literal meaning is
that which God would have first understood, By
not attending to this, heresies, false doctrines, and
errors of all kinds, have been propagated and multi-
plied in the world. Remember you ave called, not
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Yonly to explain the things of Glod, but also the words
of God. The meaning of the thing is found in the
word.”
“ Lven smetaphors and parables prove nothing ;
they only illustrate, and are never allowed to be pro-
in support of any doctrine.  This is a maxim
ich all polemic divines arc obliged
v."— Preachers’ Manual, pp. 86, 90.

e
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Majorities, Aneient Custom, Sineerity.

Arex. CamrsiLy, in his debate with Bishop Pur-
cell, p. 294, uses the following foreible and trathful
language : “ Next comes the doctrine of majorities ;
‘and these are ceverything with a Romanist. They
are the root, and reason, and illustration, and proof
of infallibility. The-man who seeks the truth by
the tests of sincerity, majority, and antiquity, will
never find it on earth. This is amply true of the
present andl all past ages.  There are sincere Turks,
Jews, pagans, infidels. There are very ancient
errors, heresies, and sects. And as for majorities,
from Fnoch till now, they have generally, if not

“always, ‘been wrong in religion. Where was the
majority when Noah was buailding the ark? when
Abraham forsook Ur of the Chaldees? when Lot
abandoned Sodom? when Moses forsook Egypt ?
when Elijah witnessed against Abab? when Daniel
~and his companions were captives in Babylon? when
Malachi wrote ? when the Baptist preached ? when
Christ was crucified ? when the apostles and many

. of the first Christians were persecuted 7”7 Read this,
you who are always crying, Majority, antiquity, sin-
cerity ; read it, and cover your faces for shame.
That is the old Roman Catholic doctrine, nunworthy
of any Protestant with his Bible in his hand.

- Pews

Summvny,

Secular,

Three printing offices in San Francisco are owned by
Chinese.
A recent bull-fight” in rance was witnessed by 10,000
.spectators.
- Twice recently unsuceessfnl attempts have beein made
on the life of the Czar.

The British empire includes 9,200,000 square mi‘les, and
nearly 320,000,000 subjccts.

The quantity of ardent spirits used in Belgium has
doubled within fourteen years, ’

During the month of Deecmber, the national debt of
the United States was reduced £1,260,000,

Tt is said that there is great distress, and even starva-
tion, among the fishing population of Newfoundland.

Twenty-threc persons arc reported to have frozen to
death in a single snowstorm in Saxony the past winter.

A cargo of ostriches from Natal, Africa, has arvrived in
America, destined to stock an ostrich farm in California.

It is said that Turkey has ordered 150,000 repeating
rifles, the mode of paymdut to be decided at a future date.

~ According to the German Minister of Finance, that
%ountry annually spends £100,000,000 on lignor and to-
ACCO,

A new explosive, called melenite, invented in France,
ig said to be more powerful than dynamite or nitro-
g1§eerine. :

n 1880, the law in France rcquiring a license for wine-
shops was abolished, and the number has since increased
by 40,000,

The question of marriage with a_deceased wife’s sister
will be discussed at the I'mperial Conference now in session
in London,

The statément has been published that daring the first
six wecks of 1887, 90,000 men in America were out of

© work on sirikes. ’

The five losses in the United States and Canada for the
year 1886 aggrogate £23,320,000, This is more than the
average loss.

Locusts in myriads have ravaged some sections of Vic-
toria this season, devouring every green thing in their
path, and leaving a barren waste behind them.

In the United States Senate, recently, a resolution pro-
posing an amendment to the Constitution granting suffrage
to Women was defeated by a vote of 34 to 16.

Tnvisibility is the principle of the new system of coast
defenses suggested for England.
hole in the ground, and only be raised for fiting,

Two parish priests have recently been arvested in Ire-
land fer refusing to give evidence in evietion cases, and
one of them has been sentenced to imprisonment,

‘bt the Canadian Pacific Railroad.

The guns will occupy a

The Tennessee Senate has adopted a prohibitive amend-
ment to the Constitution by a vote of 31 to 2. In Michi-
gan the question of prohibition is to be submitted to the
people.

Spain has just beep ecalled npon to deal with a wide-
spread conspiracy to overthrow the present monarchy.
Numecrous arrests have been made in Madrid, Bareclona,
and elscwhere. .

During 1886, ten vessels owned by Philadelphia firms
were lost at sea, and never heard from. The crews num-
bered 127, and the vessels carried about £200,000 worth
of property.

The Chinese Kmperor’s new throne is to have a foun-
dation and pedestal of gold bricks; and 3000 solid gold
bricks, of the shape of elay bricks, have been forwarded
to Pekin for this purpose.

Newfoundland has plainly intimated to the Tmperial
Government that she will not consider Ifrench or Ameri-
can interests in her fisheries, nor brook any interferenee
on the part of Kngland, )

During the ycar 1886, 20,524 criminals were discharged
from Loudon prisons. Of these 14,261 aceepted an invi-
tation to breakfast from a mission interested in their wel-
fare, and 4,671 signed.the temperance pledge.

Lord Randolph Churchill, in a rccent speech at Pad-
dington, England, claimed that by judicions management
at least . £1,500,000 might have been saved on the estimates
for the army and navy without impairing their value.

The longest telegraph circuit ever worked was between
London and New Westminster, the station on the Pacific
The distance is 7000
miles, and it only required four minutes for the trans-
mission of the message,

The French wine crop last year was 553,723,000 gallons,
less than a thivd of that of 1875, when it was 1,820,000-
000 gallons. Mysteriously, however, the supply of pure
wine never fails, Winc-drinkers are to he congratulated
that grapes do not appear to be essential to its manu-
facture,

The enterprising German seems to be gaining quite an
influence in Japan. A German has been appointed master
of ceremonies at the court of Tokio; the Empress has
ordered her dresscs of Berlin dressmakers; and German
architects are crecting a Parlinment house and several
other public buildings.

The Impcrial Conference opened in London on the 4th
inst. Among the important subjects that will receive at-
tention are the following: The defenses of Australian
ports, cable communicatiens between Fugland and her
colonies, postal regulations, the provision of greater fa-
cilitics for saving life at sca, and the taking of a general
and simnltancouns census throughout the British empire.

Bulli, N, 8. W., about 40 miles, direct, from Sydney,
was on the 23d of March the scene of the most disastrous
colliery explosion that has cver occurred in that colony.
It is supposed that at the time of the aecident there were
83 mcn in the mine, nonc of whom eseaped death, though
but 81 bodics have been recovered. By this disaster more
than 50 familics are rendcered fatherless, Many arc left
in extremely destitute ecircumstances, and liberal contri-
butions have been made for their relief.

_—
Religious.

Belgian Catholics are sending missionarics into the
Congo country.

The American Baptist Missionary Union has 1,200 con-
verts on the Congo.

The number of theological students in Germany has in
nine years increased from 1,542 to 4,683,

The Tutherans in the Baltic provinces of Russia ave still
subjects of perseculion by the Greek Church,

Last year, 45,52+ Bibles were presented to immigrants
landing at that port by the New York Bible Society.

It is said that hundreds of persons in Cuba have rve-
nounced Romanism, and arc awaiting Christian baptism,

This year the Methodist Bpiscopal Church in the United
States proposes to raisc £200,000 for missions, by contribn-
tions alone, -

Catholics in London are agitated over the fact that
thousands of Cathiolic children-in that city are every year
lost to the faith. - :

The Beottish Protestant Alliance have called the attens
tion of her Majesty the Queen to the aggressions of the
papacy in Great Britain,

Missivnary operationsin the Tnrkish empire were greatly
hindered lagt ycar by distress resulting from extreme
poverty and excessive taxation.

Missionaries in Calcutta cvery weekdistribute illustrated
Christian leaflets among the 20,000 students in the non-
Christian schools and colleges. )

Thirty-thrvee different socicties have missionaries labor-
ing in Africa; and the Bible, in whole or in part, has been
trauslated into 66 African dialects. X ’

Agob Pasha Kazazin, wham the Sultan has appointed
Minister of Finance, is the first Christiau who has ever
beeu seleeted for that position in the Tarkish empire,

The Chinese Minister of Forcign Affairs has agreed to
pay £5000 to the Amcrican missionaries whose property
was destroyed by the mob at Chung King not long ago.-

it is said that open opposition to Christianity has ccased
in Japan, and the danger now is that the pcople will ac-
cept the form of Christianity without knowing its power,

In Wales a tithe is raised for the support of the State
church, and is collected like any other tax. An anti-tithe
movement is now agitating that conntry, and the New
York Independent expresses the opinion that it will resalt
in discstablishment.

Japan has a weekly, unsectarian religious paper, con-
ducted by native Christians, which gives half of one of
its outside pages to editorials, religious intelligenee, and
correspondence in the English langnage. T

The new Home of the Young Women's Christian Associa-
tion in New York City, recontly opened, cost £32.000. Tt
is a substantial building, five storics high, roomy, comfort-
able,and adapted to the endof furnishing accommodations,
and opportunities for frce instruction, to self-supporting
women.

Bishop Taylor has returned to his Afrigan field of labor,
having sccured the mcans for his missichary steamer on
the Congo, and contracted for its building. 1t is to be
provided with electric light, and armed with a novel
weapon of defense,—a hose and nozzle for throwing a
stream of water sufficient to repel a fleet of attacking
canoes, wetting down the enemy instead of wiping them
out.

One of the leading religious journals of New Yerk City,
in bemoaning the growing popularity of the Sunday
papers, speaks of “thosc who ought to ‘remcmber the
Sabbath day and keep it holy.”” It ig not strange that
those who thus misappty the fourth commandment should
also misquote it. The substitution of one little word for
anothcr is not much for those who have substituted
another day for that mentioned in the commandment,

Lublishevs” Deparviument.
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ment and instruction in the delineation of the straggle maintained by
men raised up of God in cach successive age to preserve the pureand
trne religion, and they will see that the world has been led to accept
one after anotlier of Satan’s devices, till her teachers are corrupted.
with false doctrines and with infidelity.

Quer 500 pages. Price, illustrated, 8s
BIBLE ECHO, Novrth Fitzroy, Victorin.

HE WAY OF LIFE FROM BARADISE -
LOST TO PARADISE RESTORED.

A beautiful allegorical stecl engraving, 24 by 30 inches, ilus-
trating the history of man ns related to the plan of salvation, from
the first transgression to the restoration of the race to its Lilenic
holiness.

In the center of the cngraving, the most prominent of all, stands
the cross with its dying victin. The shadew of the cross is shown
extending back throngh the ages even to the garden of doen, to point
sinners from the earlicst time to the “TLamb of God.” The priest is
seen offering the lamb for the penitent, pointing hint to Clirist who is
to come, for the atonement of his faults, Coming by the crass, the
scene changes, and instead of typesand shadows, the memorials of
the gospel, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, axe beautifully represented.
The picture is very compreliensive, and will repay carcful study. It
is suitable to adorn any parlor or public hall, and has been vulued in
America at 30s. Price in the Colonies. 8s. . .

@OMING CONTLICT.

BY W. H, LITTLEJOHN,

This work presents to the mind of the reader the leading religious
uestion of America, and one that is at the present thme attracting
attention in all parts of the world. It shows the tendency of that
Goverment to form a State religion and become a perscouting powor,
It will interest and instruet all.” 383 pp. DPrice, 4s.

mrm HOME OF THE SAVED,

BY DLDER J. N, LOUGHBOROUGH,

QIVES the Bible evidence upon #§ie interesting topic of tho earth
made new, as the inheritance of the saints, 82 pp, Price, 6d.
BIBLE BCIHO,
North Fitzrey, Victoria.

THE MINISTRATION OF ANGELS,

BY ELDER P, M., CANRIGHT,

- ALSO giving an exposition of the origin, history, ind destiny of Sa.
tan, 144 pp. DIrice, 1s, -
BIBLE ECHO,

Noxth Ritztoy, Victoria.
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:THL report from New Zealand is especially interest-
mg this month. The cause there seems to be passing
_ thnoucrh a crigis. May success attend the truth.

§THE fourth commandment as repeated in Deut. 5 is

sometimes quoted to support the idea that God gave

" the Sabbath to Israel, not as a memorial of creation,

" bitt to commewmorate their deliverance from Egypt.

The article on “The Fifth of Deuteronomy,” in -this
issue of the Eomo, makes this subject very plain.

IT s estitnated that two thonsand persons lost their
lives by ‘the earthquake of Feb. 23 in northernItaly
‘and southern Franee. But terrible as the disaster was,
and great as was the panic, the great gambling hell of
Monte Carlo in Monaco, France, went on almost as
though nothing had bappened.

" i A PIONEER in this cause, Elder John Byington, died
at Battle Creek, Michigan, Jan. 7, 1887, in the eighty-
ninth year of hisage. For more than thirty-five years
he had been a faithful, devoted minister of the gospel.
Tho article, “ Peace with Christ,” in another column, is
one of the last, if not the last, that ever appeared from
hi’s pen.

fIN 1885 a rigid Sunday law was passed in A: kanﬂas,
_undel which several persons, both Seventh-day Advent-
ists and Seventh-day Baptists, have been arrested and
hive suffered fines and imprisonment. This disgrace-
“ful faw has ]ust been repealed by the Arkansas Legis-
lagure, in the Senate by a vote of 26 to 2, and in the
Agsembly hy a vote of 55 to 16,

%’“EYE hath not seen, nor ear heard, ncither have
enitercd into the heart of man, the things which God
hdth prepared for them that love him.” The people of
‘God will receive their blissful inheritance at the sccond
caming of Clrist ; for when he comes, his reward. ig
with himn, “to give every man according as. his work
shall be.” Then how great is the interest that centers

“around the subject of *“The coming Christ.”

Tar friends of the Sunday movement in the State of
Cylifornia are making vigorous efforts to secure thg
passage of a stringent Sunday law. They do not ex-
pect to sncceed this year, but propose to agitate, and
arouse such a public sentiment that the Legislature at
it4 next session will not dare to refuse their request.
The people will have a eliance to hear both sides of the
quiestion ; for all the agitating will not be left -to the
friends of the Sunday movement.

 {WHEN the Lord speaks, he requires implicit obedience.
Itidoes not. do just as well to take a course of onr own

_ devising. When Naunan the Syrian general was told

" by Blisha to dip seven times in the Jordanfor the cure
ofihis leprosy, he thought that the waters of Abana
‘and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, were better than ali
the waters of Israel; but it was wlhen he complied with
tfle word of the Lord through the mouth of his prophet
thut ‘the loathsome disease left him, and “ his flesh came
agmn like unto theflesh of alittle child.” - Fora further
illustration of the care the Lord has for Lis word, read
the first-page article.

;AMON(} the good and valuable bookson present truth,
“The History of the Sabbath and Tirst Day of the
Wieek,” by Elder J. N. Andrews, ranks as one of the
best. The work was prepared with great care, and rep-
resents many years of diligent and extensive study
ofe the subject. It is a complete history of the Sabbath
d.nd first day of the week, containing many facts not
0therw1se accessible to the great majority of its readers;
and in these days of Sabbath contlovexsy, no one can
afford to be without the information it gives. It has
just been revised and enlarged, and now appears as a

-their feet from ‘the

book of 548 pages. Printed in large, clear type, bound
in cloth, library, or half-morocco, and containing an
excellent steel engraving of the author, the work pre-
sents a very attractive appearance, and can be handled
as a subseription book. A cheaper edition is on sale at
this office ; price 6s. 9d.

Tui Buropean war cloud seems to have blown over
for the present, and peace prevails in the national coun-
cils. And yet the “permancnt factors in the Enropean
situation” remain unchanged. Rusiia’s ambition is as
insatiable as ever, the Sick Man of the Rast is no
better, Bulgaria is without a ruler, the hatred between
France and Germany is not lessened, and the- nations
are armed. Perhaps Russia feels that she has gained
in Burope all that she safely can at present, and isnow
turning her attention to her Asiatic neighbors ; for no
sooner was FKuropean peace assured for the present,
than we began to hear rumors of trouble in Afghanis-
tan.

“THE earth was lightened with his glory” is the
motto that first strikes the eye on looking at the cer-
tificate of life-membership in the Seventh-day Advent-
ist General Tract and Missionary Society. Below this

1 is a representation of the angel of Rev, 18, surrounded

by rays of light, which, reaching to different places on
the globe beneath, indicate where are to be found “ they
that keep the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus.” In one of the upper corners is the fext of Isa.
55 :11, and in the other Ps. 126 :6, each surrounded by
a graceful scroll, with appropriate texts as mottoes. It
is a very pretty picture, and, with the information it
gives and the various devices it bears, is quite an in-
teresting study ; but its chief value consists in the fact
that it makes one a meiber of the General Tract Society
wherever he may be. A branch of thissociety has been
established in Melbourne., Elder M. C. Israel has been
placed on the Iixecutive Committee of the society, and
Mrs. Josie L. Baker is one of the assistant secretaries.
They can both be addressed at this office by any one
who wishes to become & member of the society, or to
learn more of its workings. B

Tur case of Dr. McGlynn, a Catholic prisst of Noew
York City, has recently excited considerable intercst
among American journalists. It seems that Dr.
MeGlynn sapported Mr. George, the labor candidate
for mayor of that city, at the time of tha last eleetion,
speaking at a political meeting after he had been for-
bidden to do so by the Archbishop of his diocese. He
is also accused of regarding the public schools with too
much favor, For his unusual freedom of thought,
which has been expressed with a froedom very unusual
in u Catholic priest, Dr. McGlynn has besn summoned
to Rome. But knowing that, as a Catholic writer ad-
mits; the Propaganda is not a perfectly impartial tri-
bunal, he has refused to go to Rome, and with unheard-
of clemency the churchhuas condoned his fault, the pope
even going so far as to add the papal blessing. Per-
haps it is becanse the ervatic and insubordinate priest
has many ardent friends among the Catholics of New
York City, who support his cause after a demonstra-
tive and somewhat turbulent manner, and who secm
quite willing to intimate to the hierarchy at Rome that
they propose to do their own thinking, at least on polit-
ical subjects. And it would never do tohavea division
in the church in that great city.

TuE Scriptures plainly bring to view a Sabbath re-
form to be accomplished in the last days. It is a
matter of prophecy that, in the time of the end, the
professecdly Christian world generally would be tram-
pling the Sabbath under their feet, so that it would bea
part of the special work of the true minister of Christ
in these last days, to call upon men “to turn away
Sabbath ;* and as a marked
characteristic of those who receive the trutly, it could
be said, ¢ Here are they that keep the commandments
of God.”. Isa.58: 13, 14; Rev. 14: 12.—8el.

The Less Bible the Better.

TrEoL0GIANS do not say this in so many words ; but
they do virtually say it, as the following testimony will
show, in reference to a pet institution to which they
have unequivocally committed themselves, but have now
waked up to the fact that it has not a pu ticle of Bibl
in its support. *

In a paragraph on the Sunday question, the Chrm
tian at Work of Feb. 18, 1886, says :— :

“Wehear less than we used to about the apostolic
origin of the present Sunday observance; and for the

reason that while the Sabbath and Sabbath rest are

woven into the warp and woof of Scripture. it is now
seen, as it is admitted, that we must go to later than
npostohc time for the estabhshment of Sunday observ-
ance.’

Thig isa frank admission of what seventh-day ob-
servers have long been teaching. And it is no small
testimony to the overwhelming force of the evidence
on this point that it compels such an acknowledgment
on their part. But now they would do well to consider
what kind of a time this “later than apostolic time”
was to which they must Jook for the introduction of
Sunday observance. It was a time when grievous
wolves were making havoc in the fold of Clrist. ¢For
I know this,” says Paul, “that after my departing shall
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the
flock.” Acts 20:29. It was a time when “perverse
things” would be spoken by apostates in the church it-
self, and disciples be drawn away by them. Acts 20:
80. It was a time when the “mystery of iniquity”
would specially work, and a great “ falling away ™ from
the puve principles and practices of Christianity be ac-
complished in the church. 2 Thess. 2:3, 7. Certainly
any observance originating in tunes like these should
be carefully scrutinized before it is accepted, and when
it is found that it has no Bible in its support, shonld be
scouted at once as the work of the *“ wolves,” the off-
spring of perversity and apostasy.

But now comes the strangest part of the quotation
referred to, and that which justifies the heading placed
at the beginning of this article. Immediately after ac-
knowledging that *“ we must go to later than upostolic
timo for the establishment of Sunday obscrvance,” the

Christian at Work adds: “That indeed makes tho day

no less binding, but gives it new force, and adds to it
a charm and delight which it never knew before.”
When men are found uttering such scntiments as
these, what hope is there of truth and candor? -Oh,
yes! it is very “forcible,” very ‘charming,” very “de-
lightful” that Sunday originated after all the apostles
had gone, and there is nothing in their teaching nor in
all the Bible concerning it! Al the better isn't'it,'be- _
cause it has no Seripture in its support! This is the

-condition described in Isa. 29 :9, carried about to the

stage of delirium tremens. U. 8,

< .

THAT the much-dreamed-of temporal millennium is
receding, rather than approaching, is evident from the
following facts given by the Missionary Review: “In
the year 1800, the common estimates rarely placed the
population of the world as high as 800,000,000. Let
us suppose it even 1,000,000,000—an estimate that.
would usually .be considered extravagant. Of this
1,000,000,000, it is claimed that there wera 200,000,000
Christians of all kinds, Greek, Romish, and Protestant.
Thisleaves 800,000,000 of the non-Christian population
of the world in 1800. The present population is reck-
oned, by the highest authorities, at about 1,400,000,000.
Of these, 400,000,000 are claimed as nominal Christinns.-
Suppose these to be all true Christians—and none will
claim that—we have 1,000,000,000 yet unsaved. That,
is, there are 200,000,000 more souls to be reached and
aescued by the gospel than there were eighty years ago "
—Glospel Siclkle.

Printed and published by J. O. Corliss and M, C. Israel, for the In-
ternational Tract and Missionary Society, at the Echo Pubhshmg .

House, Rae and Seotchmer Streets, North™ Fitzroy, Victoria,
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