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A n Appeal to the Lord’s Day Alliance

F O R C E ,  NOT P E R S U A S I O N  

T h e  person thus under the protection and safe- 
guard ian ship  o f the governm ental pow er, “ re s ts ”  
and perhaps (?) “ w o rsh ip s”  on the "Lord’s d ay , not 
because he has a  G od-g iven  righ t to do so, but b e 
cause he is com pelled to do s o ; not because G od 
com m ands him  to observe the day, but because the 
S ta te  requires him to do i t ;  not because he loves 
G od , but because he fears m an ; and it is high time 
for the people to  know that a ll such rest and w or
sh ip  is the sheerest hypocrisy .

A R I G H T  IM P L I E S .  F R E E D O M  OF C H O I C E  

“ T h e  in d iv id u al, G od -g iven  r igh t to rest and 
tvorship on the L o rd ’s day or on any other day, can 
have no existence without the existence at the sam e 
tim e of the ind ividual, and equally  G od -g iven  right 
not to rest and w orship, i f  the individual does not 
choose to take either. W h at k in d  of rig h t, fo r
sooth, is it that on e.is  tompelled to exercise. D oes 
the man w ho is drafted into the arm y, or the man 
who pays h is ta x is , exercise any r igh t in doing 
e ith e r?  A  righ t can havem o existence where there 
is  not a  freedom  o f choice. T h e  volunteer exercises 
a  right when he jo in s  the arm y, because he has the 
freedom  t*o chpose: w hether he w ill go or Stay at 
h o m e; but .the man who is drafted into the arm y 
exercises no righ t when 'he goes, because he has no 
choice in  the m a tte r ; he m ust go . T h e  volunteer 
m ay go. In  the observance o f every re lig io u s prac* 
tice, the S a b b ath  included, volunteers only are 
w anted, conscripts never.

T H E  A L L I A N C E  S T U L T I F I E S  I T S E L F  

C arry  th is further. T h e  governm ent exercises a 
righ t when it  dem ands the paym ent o f taxes, but 
the in d iv idu al does not exercise a  r igh t when he 
p ays th em ; and for the sim ple reason, i f  for no 
other, that he has no right to refuse to p ay  them. 
H e  m ust pay theth. T h e  sam e reason in g is  true 
w ith  reference to the observance o f the L o rd ’s day. 
I f  the governm ental pow er has a righ t to dem and 

S a b b ath  observance, the ind iv idu a l has no righ t to 
refuse to  render it, and therefore he has no “ in d iv
id u al, G od -g iven  r ig h t to rest and w orsh ip  on the 

L o rd ’s d a y .”

But on the other hand, i f  the individual has a 
G od-given  right to rest and w’orsbip  on the L o rd ’ s 
day, as he has, and as the officers o f the A llian ce  
adm it, then the governm ental power has no righ t to 
dem and either rest or w orship from  him . T h e  G o v 
ernm ent has no right to exercise a power w hich has 
not been d elegated  to it b y  the p eo p le ; and the 
righ t to rest and w orship on the L o rd ’s d ay  can 
never be delegated  bv the individual to the govern 
ment.

TWO K I N D S  O F  k I G H l S

R ig h ts  are  o f two kinds, natural and artificial. 
N atu ral rights are such as are possessed by every 
one in the w orld w ithout d istinction  as to age  or 
sex, race or creed. T h e y  are inherent in  the in d iv
idual alone, and consequently cannot be delegated  
to another. W ith su ch  righ ts-b o  G o v ernm ent catr-
ju stly  have an yth ing to do, further than to protect 
the individual in the exercise o f them . O ne o f these 
righ ts is “ the ind ividual, G od -g iven  righ t to rest 
and w orship  on the L o rd ’s d a y .”

A rtific ia l rights are such as are created  b y  the 
Governm ent. I f  there wrere no such thing as go v
ernm ent, these righ ts w’ould  not exist. Such  rights 
are possessed only by the favored few . A s  for in 
stance, the righ t to vote is granted only to m ales 
who have attained to the a g e  o f tw enty-one years. 
T h e  righ t o f the Governm ent to dem and taxes o f the 
individual is another exam ple o f artific ia l r ig h ts ; 
but it is a just claim , for the S ta te  is  supposed to 
render an equivalent to the individual in the protec
tion of h is person and property. H e  has the right 
to dem and the services o f the police force, or o f the 
entire fire departm ent o f the city  for h is protection, 
i f  need be, and they have no right to refuse the d e 
m and, becau se his taxes have been paid  to these 
men for that very purpose. In  the paym ent of h is 
taxes, he exercises no right, but in the dem and for 
their equivalent, he does. A  right is a  ju st claim , 
but there can he no ju st claim  where no equivalent 
is rendered.

NO E Q U I V A L E N T  FO R S U N D A Y  O B S E R V A N C E

N ow , if  the Governm ent has a  r igh t to dem and 
L o rd ’s d ay  observance o f the individual, he has no 
r igh t to refuse to render it, but he has the right to
an equivalent. But this can never be given , and
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therefore the G overnm ent, in dem anding L o rd ’s day 
observance, is dem anding som ething for nothing. 
T h e  G overnm ent does not exercise a  r igh t in m ak
in g  this dem and, but it does perform  an act o f usurp
ation  o f the ind iv idu a l’s righ t. I t  is sim ply an act 
o f tyrann y on the part o f those who dem and it, and 
an act o f slavery  on the part o f those who render 
such L o rd ’s day observance.

T h e man who observes the L o rd ’s day because it 
is r igh t needs no law  to com pel him to do i t ;  and 
the man who observes it s im ply because he is afraid 
that som e man w ill lay  violent hands on him  i f  he 
does not do it, is iu serv ile  bondage to just that e x 
tent. W hat he needs is more love preached to him 
and less law , for “ love is the fu lfilling of the la w ,’ ’ 
and “ by the deeds o f the law  there shall no flesh 
U njustified  in his s ig h t .”

W H Y  NOT W O R S H I P  AS W E L L  AS R E S T  B Y  LAW  ?

O ne other point. T h e  A llia n ce  calls  the righ t to 
rest and worship on the L o rd ’s day an individual, 
G od -g iven  r ig h t ; and it says that the legislature 
does not create this righ t. W hy, then, should the 
legislature take the responsib ility  o f enforcing an 
individual r ig h t?  W hv should not the individual 
be left to answ er to H im  from  whom  the righ t cam e 
as  to the m anner in w hich he w ill exercise that 
r igh t ? A s  defined by the A llian ce , the m anner of 
exercisin g  this righ t, is in rest and w orship. B ut, 
for the present at least, nothing is said  about w or
ship . But why stop short? Is  it not more essential 
that the ind iv idual should w orship  than that he 
should rest? W hat has been g a ’ned by com pelling 
people to rest on Sun day unless they are also com 
pelled  to w orsh ip? A re the people m ade any better 
by  sim ply  restin g ,— by havin g id leness enforced up
on them ,— w ithout w orsh ip ing? I f  not, then why 
com pel them to rest?

I f  it  is claim ed that p eo p le .a re  m ade better by 
enforced Sunday rest w ithout w orship, or such rest 
w ith w orship for that m atter, it fo llow s that the A l
lian ce is seek in g  to ju stify  the people by the deeds 
o f the law*. B ut the B ib le .say s,— “ C h rist is becom e 
of no effect unto you, w hosoever o f you is justified  by 
the la w ; ye are fallen  from  g ra c e .”  W hich horn of 
this d ilem m a w ill the A llian ce  hang itse lf on?

But it it is sim ply the physical w elfare o f the .in
d ividual w hich is sought, the A llia n ce  would better 
d irect its en ergies in some other ch an n el; for there 
are m ultitudes o f evil habits w hich are much more 
injurious to the p h ysica l w elfare o f the individual 
than the neglect to take a w eekly day o f re s t ; as for 
exam ple, n eglect to take an adequate am ount of 
d a ily  rest in sleep, neglect o f personal cleanliness, 
im proper d iet, etc ., ad  infinitum .

A  R E L I G I O U S  V I E W  O N L Y

T h e A llia n ce  professes to take no particu lar re lig - 
ious view  respecting the S a b b a th ; yet every position 
taken  to carry forw ard its so-called Sab b ath  reform , 
every  argum ent presented, every reason given , has '  
been from  the relig ious point o f view'. T h e  A llian ce  
can take no other v iew  of the subject w'hieh w ill 
stand the test o f lo g ical criticism . N o th in g  but a 
re lig io u s reason has been, or can be, g iven  by the 
A llian ce , or by any one else, for the com pulsory 
observance of Sunday. T h e  very position wThich 
the A llian ce d isclaim s, is the only position  w hich it 
has taken, and the only position  it car. take.

E N E M I E S  OF S A B B A T H  R E F O R M

T h e greatest enem y to any relig ious reform is the 
man who tries to effect it by law . L a w  only serves 
to dam up the current without d ryin g  up the so u rce ; 
but when the force o f public opinion  becom es strong 
enough, as it surely w ill becom e, sooner or later, it 
w ill burst forth w ith most destructive fury, carry in g  
everyth ing to the opposite extrem e. The only true 
and lastin g  reform s which this w orld has ever seen 
are those w hich have been w rought out by men who 
have dared to oppose the m igh tiest pow ers u f earth , 
instead of form ing an a llian ce  to seek their aid . 
T rue reform ers are those w hcs2 footsteps have been 
traced in blood; men w ho have g 'ven  up everyth ing, 
even life itse lf, rather th an 'sicrifice  a p rin c ip le ; men 
w'hose sole reliance w as in the persuasive power o f 
love, and whose on ly  w eapons w ere spiritual ones. 
Such men have gone forth  conquering and to con
quer. T h ough  covered w ith  obloquy and contem pt 
during their lives, and though dyin g  ignom iniously  
at the stake or upon the gu illo tin e , future g en era
tions who have reaped the fru its o f th e ir^u fferin gs, 
have recognized that they w ere reform ers indeed. 
W hile men who have dem anded c iv il laws under the 
pretext o f san itary regu lation s, as did the bishops o f 
the fourteenth century and later, thus brin gin g  upon 
the world the long n ight o f ignorance and supersti
tion, have been the veriest en em ies to the cause o f 
C hristian ity . So  now, the w orst enem ies o f true 
Sab b ath  reform  in these days, are the men w ho, in 
the sam e w a y , w ould m ake a  liv in g , actin g I M A G E  

to that frightfu l pow er which is represented in 
Scrip tu re as being drunken w ith the blood of the 
saints.

Concluded.

The Missionary Campaign

T h e  C am paign  is on, but a ll are not in it. W ith 
the variety  o f books, papers, and tracts w hich we 
now have, a ll can take part in th is im portant w ork.
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Please notice the fo llow in g  from  V ol. S o f the 
T estim onies : “ G od calls  upon every church to enter 
H is  service . T ruth  that is not lived> that is not 
imparled lo others. loses its  life -g iv in g  pow er, its 
healing virtue. E ve ry  one must learn to work, and 
to stand in his place as an arm or-bearer. E ve ry  
addition to the church should be one more agency 
for the carry in g  out o f the great plan ot redem ption. 
T h e  entire church, actin g as one, b lending in per
fect union, is to. be a  liv in g , active m issionary 
agency, moved and controlled  by the H oly  S p ir it .

T‘ I t  is not alone by men in  h igh  positions of re 
spo nsib ility , not alone by men h o ld ing positions on 
boards or com m ittees, not alone by m anagers o f our 
sanitarium s and p u blish in g  houses, that the work 
is to be done w hich w ill cause the earth  to be filled 
w ith  the know ledge of the L o rd , as the waters cover 
the sea. T h is work can be accom plished only by 
the whole church actin g  their part under the gu id 
ance and in the pow er of C h r is t .5’

P lease note how only this work can be accom 
plished, and then ask yo u rse lf the question : “ Sh all 
the work be done?55 You m ay not be ab le to teach, 
preacu, or v is 't , like P a u l; but no one should be a 
dou blin g  T h om as,or aq u e stio n in g  Peter. “ Follow  
thou m e,”  said the M aster. F a ll in line and fill up 
the ranks, and share in the b lessin gs of faithful ser
vice. M any are w aiting for those m essage-filled 
tracts, papers, and books, and we shall be held re
sponsible for longer delay.

L e t none w ait longer, but le t all arise to the o p 
portunity, and unite in active service with the body, 
m arching on to \ ictory. I f  you  cannot do every
thing, do som ething. Com m ence now if  you have 
not already entered.

Sem i your orders for supplies to B . B . N oftsger, 
B ox 178 , T oron to Ju n ctio n , O nt.

W .  H . T h u r s t o n .

Paganism

M e n  in this enlightened ag e , and in a  land o f 
gospel p riv ileges, ought to be free from  the influ
ences of paganism . N ot free from  these influences 
by law, but free from  them because the gospel o f 
C hrist, coupled with perfect lib erty  to profess that 
gospel, has m ade him free.

T h ere  m ay, indeed, be quite a  d ifference o f op in 
ion as to w hat constitutes paganism , but we had 
supposed that to be a pagaft, one must adopt the 
custom s and practices o f pagans.

A  letter recently w ritten to the R om an C ath o lic  
B ish o p  o f Syracuse, N . Y .,  b y  the H on . Andrew' D . 
W hite, P resident o f C orn ell U n iversity , and for 
som e years m inister to G erm any from  the U nited

States G overnm ent, w ill illustrate th is point, and at 
l i e  s i  me time it w .ll sarve to show how pow erfu lly 
the tide is turning in favor o f Sun day leg  slatiun a- 
mong men of influence, both C ath o lic  and P io test- 
ant.

T he circum stance under w'hich D r. W hite w rote to 
B ishop Luddcn  w as th is : T h e  B ishop  had an 
nounced that he would deny the rights o f C h ristian  
burial to those who die by acciden t, on the L o rd ’s 
day, v io latin g its duties and ob ligation s in question
able am usem ents, etc.

In  his letter the Protestant D octor endorsed this 
action  o f the C ath o lic  B ishop, and protested against 
what he calls “ a  com plete paganizing o f A m erican  
life as regards the first day o f the w ee k .’ 5

T h e  D octor is righ t. Som e tim e ago  the North 
British Review  called  Sund ay “ the w ild  so lar h o li
day o f all pagan  tim e s.”  A n d  this action  o f the 
A m erican people in using the day for the purpose for 
which it was first designed b y  the pagans, is per
fectly logical. H ow  else could they use it?  It is 
not a holy day, it is sim ply a h o lid a y ; and the peo
ple have found this out, and are using it acco rd in gly .

T o  be sure R om an C ath o lic  B ish o ps, and P ro test
ant D octors o f D iv in ity  and o f L a w s, have been 
tryin g, lo these m any years to m ake it appear that 
this pagan ho liday is a C hristian  holy day , but they 
have m iserably  fa i le d ; and now that they are reap 
ing the fruit o f their sow in g, they are  tak in g  alarm  
lest the pagan h o liday  shall be paganized.

T h ere is, indeed, ju s t  cause for “ a la r m ;”  but it 
is not for that reason. It  is that C ath o lics and P ro 
testants w ill yet jo in  hands in enforcing the ob serv
ance of this pagan  institution  upon those w ho would 
observe the true Sab b ath  o f the L o rd .

Lornedale Academ y

D r . A . R . S a t t e r l e e  of the B uffalo  Sanitarium  
paid  us a v isit this w’eek. H is  son R ich a rd , who 
had been sick for a few days, accom panied him  home.

B r o t h e r  H . D . C a r r  w as called  to v isit h is 
father and sister, who are quite sick . A  letter from 
him since he went aw ay inform s us that he w ill re
turn in a  few days.

O n e  o f our students sold and delivered for cash 
last week nearly tw enty d o llar's  worth o f books. 
B esides this he took orders for about e ig h t d o llar’s 
worth o f books to be delivered  at some future tim e. 
A nd in addition  to a ll this, he delivered  for cash a- 
bout seven d o llar’s worth of books on orders p re
viously taken. T h is  m akes about thirty-four d o lla r ’s 
worth o f books sold and delivered  in  one w eek b e 
sides keeping up his regular school w ork. T h is  
dem onstrates that students can sell books.
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FROM THE FIELD

M o n t r e a l ,  O c t .  19 , 1905. 
T o  t h e  M e s s e n g e r , —

W e are thankful that those who proclaim  “  this 
gospel o f the k in g d o m ”  have the assurance, “ L o , I 
am  w ith  you alw ay, even unto the end o f the w o rld .”  

In  V o l. 8 o f the T estim on ies w e read : “  In  the
cities o f A m erica there are people o f alm ost every 
lan gu age. These need the ligh t that G od  has given 
his church. T h e  L o rd  lives and reigns. Soon  he 
w ill arise in  m ajesty to shake terrib ly  the earth . A  
specia l m essage is now to be bor.ie, a  m essage that 
w ill pierce the sp iritual darkness and convict and 
convert souls. ‘ H aste  thee, flee for thy li fe , ’ is the 
call to be given  to those d w ellin g  in sin . We must 
now be terribly in  e a r n e s t T h e  L o rd ’s word to us 
at this tim e is, —A rise , s h in e ; for thy lig h t is come, 
and  the g lo ry  o f the L o rd  is risen upon thee. . .T h e  
G en tile s shall com e to thy lig h t. . . . L i f t  up thine 
eyes round about, and  see : all they com e to th e e ; 
thy sons shall com e from  far. Isa . 60 : 1 - 5 .

I f  we do our duty and co-operate w ith each other 
and w itn  d ivine agencies, the m essage w ill go  with 

pow er, and the cities w ill be ligh ten ed  w ith  its 
g lo ry . T h ey  w ill be w arned o f the com ing trumpet 
b last o f doom , when m en w ill cry for the rocks and 
m ountains to fa ll upon them , and the lo fty  build ings 
o f the cities w ill be la id  in ruins.

W e shall see the honest o f heart called  out of 
B abylon  to w itness for the truth in  the c lo sin g  work. 
O nly a  few days a g o  a m inister cam e to m e— one 

: Who had been an E n g lish  C hurch  clergym an , but 
Who had V>f late been d oin g m ission w ork w ith the

Salvation  A rm y. H e speaks nine lan gu ages. l i e  
told me that he had investigated  the Sabb ath  ques
tion, and had been keep in g  the S a b b ath  for three 
w'eeks p a st ; that he wished to throw  his lot in w ith  
us as a  people, and was ready to go  to work in b e
h a lf o f the truth. M ay the L o rd  h elp  this brother 
to becom e a  fa ith fu l worker in  th is needy field.

W e sh all be g lad  to hear from  any o f our people 
who are interested in  the work at M ontreal, and 
from  those who would lik e  to so lic it m eans for the 
church build in g fund. A n y d onation  would be ri - 
ceived w ith  gratefu l re jo icin g . M on treal needs a 
place o f public w orship . L e t  us com e up to the 
help  o f the L o rd  against the m igh ty in the city 
o f M ontreal.

G e o .  H . S k i n n e r .

The Messenger

Q u i  t e  a num ber o f our subscriptions expire soon, 
and it is im portant that our subscribers should renew 
their subscriptions at once. Send subscription 
price, 35 cents, to B . B . N oftsger, B ox 178 , T oron 
to Ju n ctio n , Ont.

N O T IC E

A  blue pencil m ark opposite the announcem ent 
on your paper, indicates that your subscription has 
expired. D o  not fa il to renew at once, as a ll d e lin 
quents are required to be dropped as soon as their 
subscription expires.

R E A D  T H I S

W hen your subscription expires w e are ob liged  
to drop your nam e from  the list. P lease look to see 
if  there is a  b lue pencil mark opposite the announce
ment on the last page o f this paper. I f  so, your 
subscription has expired , and we cannot continue 
the paper any longer.

R E N E W  ! R E N E W  ! ! R E N E W  ! ! !

D o  not fa il to renew your subscription  for the 
M e s s e n g e r  as soon as you are notified by the b lue 
penciLm ark on the back page that your subscription 
has expired .

It  is im portant that every Seventh-day A dven tist 
m C an ad a should read the M e s s e n g e r .  It  keeps 
you posteyl in  regard  to the w ork  in a ll parts o f the 
C an adian  U nion  C onference, and thus you keep  
pace w ith  the work and the tim es.

T O  O U R  M I N I S T E R S

W ill you k in d ly  assist in keep n g  up the M e s s e n 

g e r  lis t?  M any of the subscription s have expired , 
and others w ill expire soon. I t  is desirab le  lo have 
these renew ed at once. Im p ortan t events are tran s
p irin g ju st now  about w hich all should be inform ed.


