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Religious Liberty

T h e  Sabbath  is G o d ’s holy day. I t  is 
T h e  one day sacred w hich he claim s as his.
A  holy day, and not a holiday.
W hen men from their ow n pleasures turn aw ay, 

“ A n d ca ll the S ab b ath  a d e lig h t,”  a joy,
W ith  holiness the holy time em ploy.
K e p t c iv illy , its holiness is lost.
C iv ility  secured, but at w hat c o s t !
N o r yet secured: enforced relig iou s rite?
N o  more c iv ility  than darkness l i g h t !
K e p t c iv illy  it is not kep t at all.
T h e precept is, a lik e  to great and sm all, 
“ R em em ber,”  is the word, “ the Sabbath  day 
T o  keep it h o ly .”  In no other w ay 
C an  one observe the day aright.
C iv ility  obscures its holy lig h t.
A  “ c iv i l”  S ab b ath ? It can never b e;
B ecau se.it is not. W ill one ever see 
A n  honest rogue? a righteous infidel?
A  holy th ief?  W ill people ever tell 
A b o u t a circle  that is square? a sphere 
W ith  faces like  a  cu b e? O r ever hear 
O ne tell about lig h t darkness? or cold heat? 
Children  in sport such lan guage m ay repeat;
O r it m ay b e  em ployed b y lunatics ’.
O r ju g g le rs  p layin g off m ysterious t r ic k s !
B u t honest men, men truly c iv il, men,
D esp ise such tr ic k s ! Sooner the lion ’s den,
T h e  cruel lash, the dungeon’s noisom e cell,
Th an  practice such deception, kno w in g w ell 
T h is  ‘ .‘ c iv i l”  Sabbath  is a  subterfuge,—
A  pious fraud to h id e  delusion h ug e !
E ven the fiery furnace w ith its  glow  
N o  terrors has for honest souls w ho know 
T h e  m ighty pow er o f G o d . Such  men w ill dw ell 
W ith  everlasting burnings. T h ey  w ill tell 
O f  how O m nipotence w ill quench the flame !
In prison sing h igh  praises to his name.

(T o  be continued.)

“ The L. D . A . of Canada ”

T h e  annual m eeting o f the E xecu tive  Board of 
the L o rd ’s D a y  A llian ce  o f  C an ad a  w as held  in T o r
onto on the evening o f T hursday, N o v. gth.

T h e principal business was to determ ine w hat 
course should be follow ed, in the ligh t of the decis
ions o f the Suprem e C o u rt and Privy Co un cil. T h e  
Board was unanimous and unhesitating in its d ec i

sion to im m ediately renew its application  to the G o v 
ernment and Parliam ent o f C an ad a for the en act
ment o f the D raft A c t  subm itted two sessions ago. 
It was decided (I) T o  send at once a w ritten com 
m unication to the Prem ier and  M inister o f Justice, 
w ho have already p ractica lly  com m itted them selves . 
in favor of the m easure; (2) to personally interview 
these honorable gentlem en before the end o f the 
year; (3) to have a large and representative d e le g a 
tion w ait on the full C a b in et about the tim e o f the 
opening o f P a rlia m e n t; (4) to circu late petitions 
throughout the D om inion for signature to be pres
ented to the S en ate and Com m ons by m em bers of 
each ; to arrange as far as possible for interview s 
w ith each M . P . b y  his constituents before he goes 
to O ttaw a.

A  com m ittee o f forty-three m embers, am ong 
whom were H on. R . L . Borden, leadei o f  the o p 
position, tw elve senators, and tw enty-five members 
o f Parliam ent, was appointed to prom ote legislation  
at O ttaw a.

T h e  D ecem ber number o f the Lord's D ay A dvo
cate has just com e to hand. T h is  journal usually 
appears at the very last part o f the m on th ; but this 
number has been issued early in  the m onth for the 
purpose o f getting into the hands o f its readers a 
copy o f a petition to the H ouse o f Com m ons o f the 
D om inion o f C an ad a, and to the Senate o f the D o 
m inion o f Canada. T h is  petition  is a request on 
the part o f the L o rd ’s D a y  A llian ce  for the en act
m ent o f a Sunday law', a b ill for w hich has already 
been drafted, and is printed on the b ack of the p eti
tion, a  copy o f w hich  w e g iv e  below .

T h e  petition is as follow s
T o  the H onorable the H ouse o f Com m ons o f the 

Dom inion o f Canada, in P arliam ent assem b led :
T h e  p e t i t i o n  o f the u n d e r s i g n e d  e l e c t o r s  

hum bly showeth that

I n  v i e w  o f the decisions o f the Suprem e C o urt 
o f C anada and o f the Judicial Com m ittee o f the 
Privy Coun cil on the question o f Sunday legislation, 
and
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In v i e w  o f the param ount im portance o f secur
in g  to every one the rights and privileges o f the N a 
tional D a y  o f Rest,

W e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  p r a y  that such legislation  
be enacted at the ensuing session o f Parliam ent as 
w ill adequately p rotect every one in the enjoym ent 
o f the L o rd ’s D a y , com m only ca lled  Sunday, and 
prevent the doin g on that day o f labor, business or 
w ork, excep ting w ork o f necessity or m ercy.

T h e  first w o rd s o f  th e  D e c e m b e r  Lord's D a y  A d 
vocate a re  t h e s e :

“  K in d ly  note carefu lly  pages five to eigh t, (which 
consist o f petition s to both  H ouses o f the D om inion 
Parliam ent.)

“ A t  w hatever trouble or sacrifice share w h o le
heartedly in this canvass.

“  L e t the Petition  to P arliam ent be the largest 
beyond com parison ever presented in C an ad a  ! !

“  L e t us rem em ber W hose D ay  we are seeking to 
preserve ! 1 ”

D o  not these words suggest to us the necessity of 
a ctiv ity  on the part o f others than those to whom 
they are addressed.

The Lord's D a y  Advocate has an a lleged  circu la
tion o f 30,000, w hich  m eans that at least 30,000 of 
these petitions have been sent out to all parts of the 
D om inion. I f  they are filled, as many of them no 
doubt w ill be, it  m eans th at a great influence w ill 
be brought to bear upon the D om inion Parliam ent 
in the interests o f Su n day law . In v iew  o f this our 
people should be a live  and aw ake to the dangers of 
the situation. E very  one o f tin ni should be active 
in circu la tin g  a counter petition, w hich  can be se
cured by w ritin g  to the secretary o f the Canadian 
Publish ing A ssociation, B . B . N oftsger, B ox 178, 
T o ron to Junction, O nt.

A s  com pared w ith  the influence and power which 
the L o rd ’s D a y  A llian ce  is able to bring to bear up- 
on the P arliam ent o f C an ada, our efforts would ap 
pear to be w eak and u seless; but if  w e are actuated 
b y the spirit o f G ideon, we shall no doubt be able 
to accom plish the great w ork. B ut it w ill mean 
zealous, earnest, determ ined effort. T h e  L o rd ’s 
D ay A llian ce  is com posed o f a ll the influential bod 
ies o f Protestant C hristians throughout the D om in
ion o f C an ad a, and the great C h urch  o f E n gland  is 
in hearty sym pathy w ith their w ork, as w ill be seen 
from the fo llo w in g  words copied from a pastoral le t
ter recen tly  issued by the bishops o f the C h urch  of 
E n glan d  in C an ada, w hich  contains the follow ing 
statem ents on the L o rd ’s D a y  question :—

“  W e w ould com m end to  the church the w ork o f 
the L o rd ’s D ay  A llian ce  o f C an ad a. Its object is

la rg e ly  identical w ith  ours, and its field is the D o 
m inion. W e w ould w elcom e and  aid  any go d ly  e f
fort o f this description, and kno w in g the d evoted  
earnestness displayed by the A llian ce  in this respect, 
we pray G o d ’s b lessing to rest upon its lab ors.”

T h e  annual m eeting, o f the O n tario  L o rd ’s D ay 
A llian ce  was held on the evening o f N ovem ber 10. 
T h e  annual report o f the secretary contained an e x 
pression o f gratitude to G od for his b lessing in the 
excep tional success o f the year as shown in (a) the 
financial support given to the A llia n c e ; (6) increased 
a ctiv ity  o f the B ranch E xecu tives, the reports show 
in g  that “ over 500 instances o f Sabbath  desecration 
had been successfully dealt w ith  during the year ”  
b y  moral suasion alone.

It would be interesting to know  ju st how m uch o f 
this m oral suasion was truly gospel teaching, and if  
no suggestion o f outw ard force w as in any w ay con
nected w ith  it.

I n view  o f the activity  o f the L o rd ’s D ay A llian ce  
in circu latin g petitions b y  the D om inion A llian ce  
as w ell as by the Provin cial A llian ce , it has been 
thought best to devote this num ber o f the M e s s e n 

g e r  alm ost exclusively to the subject of R elig ious 
L ib erty . W e have several good letters from the 
field w hich  w ill appear in due time, but the w riters 
w ill k in dly  be patient w ith us, and we w ill g iv e  them 
due attention.

W h at a Little Girl Did

A  c e r t a i n  church b u ild ing in O hio needed a new 
roof. T h e  m em bership o f the church had dw indled 
to a very few, and it w as a task for them to raise 
the m oney. It was suggested to them that they 
canvass and use the profits for re-roofing the church. 
N one o f them seemed to think the suggestion  p rac
tical, save a  little  g irl ot tw elve. She did not w ant 
to be left out when the tim e cam e to co llect the 
m oney, and she thought this the very plan. W ith 
out any encouragem ent from any one excep t her 
mother, and even she d id  not exp ect any results, she 
started to w ork right around hom e. T h e  first day 
she took e ig h t orders for “  C h rist our S a v io u r”  and 
tw elve for “ G ospel Prim er,”  total retail value $8.75. 
T hus encouraged, she kep t on until school began, 
w'hen she had to stop. In about ten days w ork she 
took $61.25 worth o f  orders. O ne h alf o f this was 
profit, alm ost h a lf enough to lo o f  the church. T h is  
was e igh t years ago. Y o u  m ay say this co u id jn c t 
be done now ; but it can. A n d  I w ant to te ll you 
w hat was done b y a little  girl in this conference not 
a m onth ago.

A t  Chatham , they are build ing a new church.
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T h e  children were asked to raise the money to buy 
the shades for the new church, and not depend upon 
their parents for the m oney. B ut how were they to 
g et the m oney? T h e  good, w ide-aw ake librarian 
suggested canvassing. T h is little  girl began at once 
rig h t in her hom e v illage. T h e  iirst day she worked 
one and o n e-h alf hours, and lo o k  eleven orders for 
“  G ospel P rim er.”  T h e second day she worked 
three hours and took tw enty-six  orders for “ Gospel 
Frim er,”  and ten for his “  G lorious A p p e arin g .”  
T h e  librarian orders the books, and adds, “ W e have 
alm ost enough to buy the sh ades.”

T h is  canvassing was done in a sm all village where 
a tent effort had been made and failed  to brin g any 
fruit. W h at our boys and g irls could  do in this 
w ork o f G o d ’s own appointm ent would often surprise 
us, had we the faith to encourage and h elp  them  a 
little . I know  o f two little  bo\ s in this U nion C o n 
ference who are canvassing. T h ev are tak in g  their 
first lessons and gettin g  their ftrst experience in the 
L o rd ’s work. I would that there were more o f them.

B. B. N.

FROM THE FIELD

B r a n t f o r d , O n t., D ec. 3, 1905. 
T o  TH E  M ESSENGRR,—

I was at Paris three days last w eek, and by the 
help  of the L o rd  sold 173 Signs o f  the Times, which 
m akes about .1100 special Signs sold already in and 
abou t Brantford during the M issionary C am p aign.

I love to sell the Signs People w ill buy a five- 
cen t paper w hen they w ill not buy a  book. I t  w ill 
take about two more days to finish Paris. P ray for 
me brethren, and I w ill pray for you.

W . D r e d g e .

H a l i f a x , N . S ., D ec. 4, 1904. 

D e a r  M e s s e n g e r , —

I am glad  to report a very interesting m eeting 
w hich  was held here N ov. 28, in the interests o f  the 
m edical m issionary work. Sisters M innie M cLeod 
and M ildred Purcell, who recently graduated from 
the N ew  E n gland  Sanitarium , M elrose, M ass., are 
here, endeavoring to introduce this branch o f the 
w ork. W e rented a hall in a w ealth y part o f the 
c ity , and advertised a lecture and dem onstration on 
h ydrotherapy and massage.

W e had a good audience. I he dem onstrations in 
treatm ent w ere very interesting, and the people were 
w ell pleased. T h ey  expressed them selves freely a f
ter the m eeting as b ein g entertained and instructed. 
W e  hope th at this m ay b e  the m eans o f opening the 
w ay for this w ork to enter.

Pray for this branch o f the w ork, th at it  may pros
per, and that souls m ay be saved in the kingdom  of 
G od as a result o f faithfulness in u plifting the stand
ard o f truth and r ig h t principles o f liv in g  in this 
com m unity. Y o u r brother in the message,

J . G r e e r  H a n n a .

So MANY good things came in this weak that we 
were unable to  g et in as much R elig io us L iberty  
m atter as we intended.

W e must arouse to the im portance o f d o in g  som e
thing in this line o f w ork. Send for som e of those 
tracts, ar.d g ive  them to your neighbors.

Office Notes

E ld er B urrill sends an order for fifty “ O b ject 
Lesson s.”

E ld er A . L . M iller has organised a Sabbath- 
school at Palm erston.

L o m e P engelly  sends a nice order for books for 
Christm as delivery.

“  M inistry o f H ealin g  ”  cam e the fifth inst. A ll 
orders have been filled.

B rother and Sister H ick o k  have entered the can 
vassing work at B racebridge, O nt.

W e are encouraged b y the num ber o f orders for 
our books at reduced prices.

Sister H attie  M arston has returned from the W est 
to her work in M ontreal.

So far, alm ost a ll the orders for “  M inistry o f 
H ealin g  ”  have com e from the E astern provinces.

A  note from E ld er B urrill says th at his daughter 
was o b liged  to go home on account o f a severe a t
tack o f L a  grippe.

Sister C rack le  o f Chatham  w rites that they hope 
to have their new church ready for the W eek of 
Prayer m eetings.

T h e annual offering is a lready b egin n in g to com e 
in. D oes this indicate that it is to be larger this 
year than ever?

R enew als for the Reztiezv are com ing in encourag
in gly . W e have just sent in several small lists, en
ough to made one very large one.

B rother J. P engelly  w rites that sm allpox is alm ost 
epidem ic in the vicin ity o f his territory. H e asks 
prayer on his b ehalf that he may be kep t from g e t
tin g the disease.

Sister K. Barnett o f N ew  M arket, O n t., ca lled  at 
the office the fourth inst. and purchased her canvass
ing outfit. S h e chose “ G reat C o n tro ve rsy ’ ’ and 
“  C o m in g K in g .”  Pray for her success.
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A lth o u g h  the w eather was rather forbiddin g there 
w as a good  attendance o f the T o ron to  church last 
Sab b ath . W e m eet now one door south o f the co r
ner o f  Q ueen and Bathurst.

A  large  part o f  our R elig io u s L ib e rty  literature is 
now ready. T h e signs o f the tim es in d icate that 
we should  be using it soon. T h e  L . D . A . have 
th eir plans a ll la id  for w ork as soon as Parliam ent is 
convened. Prices next w eek.

W e have no annual offering envelopes th is year. 
Instead w e  have ju st sent to a ll the church treasurers 
in O n tario  envelopes that m ay be used for this or 
any oth er offering. Please exam ine them  carefully 
and use them fr e e ly ; but do not w aste them.

H en ry P en gelly , w ho prints the M e s s e n g e r  w hile 
pursuing his studies at Lo rn ed ale  A cadem y, called  
at the office last w eek, and delivered a  lot o f jo b  
printin g he had ju st finished for us. I f  you have 
any w ork o f this kind, w e can recom mend him .

W ith  our m ail averagin g m ore than tw enty letters 
a day, som e contain ing m oney, som e orders, and 
som e b o th ; others “ th in g s hard to  be understood,”  
w e believe that all w ill see that it is im possible for 
us to  reply to your letters at any great len gth .

Report of Ontario Tithes and Offering 
Received During November
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Report of Tithes and W eekly Offerings 
of the Maritime Conference from  
June I, 1904 to November 1, 1905

Tither Weekly Offering
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T a n t a l l o n 164.52 7-
I n d i a n  H a r b o r 69. 24.40
J e d d o r e 8.50

S c c t t s  B a y 97.12 1.23
T i v e r t o n 89.90 2.40
F a r m i n g t o n 91-35 4-35
S t . J o h n 613.25 37-75
F r e d e r i c t o n 283.14 34-10
H o p e w e l l  C a p e 2S3-93 34-45
M o n c t o n 125.79

G o s h e n 70.09

C h a r l o t t e t o w n 34-95
I n d i v i d u a l s 50-39 6.20

$2503.03 $215.10
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Report of the Canvassing W ork for W eek Ending Dec. 2 , 1905

Name
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H . D . C arr 
John M cE achern
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H o p eville , O n t. C .  K . • 12 13. 14.50
Lorne P ark, O nt. H om e H and K ook, C . O . L . 10.
L o m e  Park, O n t. C . K . 2 2.50 1.40
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