Aun Appecl To the Cluvch

By Robert H. Pierson, President, General Conference
Presented at the closing meeting of the session, Saturday night, June 25

SUPPOSE that the one man

who has had as much influ-
ence on my life as anyone else
was W. A. Spicer. He was o
member of the Tokoma Park
church when | was pastor there
many years ago. As | used to visit
in his home | heard him say
the same thing that many of you
in this congregation heard him
say on occasion: ““The Seventh-
day Adventist family is a good
family to belong to.”

This family is scottered throughout the length
and breadth of the world. My heart has been
warmed during the course of the past few days as
| have circulated among the delegates to this great
session. | have had the privilege of praying with
many of you either in my office or in the corridors,
ond | certainly concur with Elder Spicer’s words
that the Advent family is indeed a great family
to belong to.

This family is not a North American family or
a South American family or a European or an Asian
or an African family. Seventh-day Adventists are
not nationalists. We are internationalists. Ours is
o worldwide program. We have the same devotion,
the same commission, the same goal. We are all
headed Zionward. And | am glad that we have the
blessed assurance in the Word of God that that
goal is going to be reached.

The words that are so dear to the hearts of every
Seventh-day Adventist are the words of the Saviour
when He said that this gospel of the kingdom shall
be preached in all the world as a witness unto all
nations, and then shall the end come. At times the
progress may seem slow in some of the great coun-
tries and areas of earth. Over in Southern Asig, in
the Middle East, and in certain sections of Europe
things seem to work slowly. Satan may erect bar-
riers; he may create obstacles; he may stir up the
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spirit of opposition and even persecution; He may
seek to overwhelm God’s messengers with discour-
agement; he may stir up hatred, unleash strife
ond warfare.

But brethren and sisters, the Saviour gives us
the precious assurance that this gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached in all the world. This
message will triumph. This is the assurance of
our God. He has promised, and His word cannot,
it will not, fail.

If you want to read the inspired account of the
triumph of the Advent Movement, turn with me
to the words of the disciple out there on the Isle
of Patmos, recorded in Revelation 7:9: “'After this
| beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and
people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and
palms in their hands.”

Brothers and sisters, here is no picture of failure
or defeat. God’s people are going to be there from
Asia, they're going to be there from Africa, from
Europe, from Australia, from North America, from
South America, from Inter-America, from the islands
of the sea. What a glorious picture of progress and
victory we have here from the pen of the servant
of God.

As we leave this great meeting, | want us to
consider the formula for a finished work, for the
final triumph of this movement. | find it from the
pen of inspiration, recorded in the Review and Her-
ald, December 15, 1885, Said God's servant: "When
divine power is combined with human effort, the
work will spread like fire in the stubble.”

| want you to notice that two things are essential
for a finished work. First, divine power; second,
human effort. When these two factors are com-
bined the results are certain but it takes both—
both the divine power and the human effort. This
is what we want to see during the forthcoming
quadrennium—an (Continued on page 24)
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By DONALD E. MANSELL

FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 1966

Once again the great Arena of Cobo
Hall is filling with people. The lower bal-
conies are already packed, and many of
the seats in the upper balconies are occu-
pied. It is seven o’clock, the lights have
dimmed, and the spotlights are focused on
the colorfully dressed members of the
Choral Arts Society of Japan Missionary
College. The young ladies are dressed in
white kimonos delicately embroidered
with various colors, and the young men
are neatly attired in white shirts, black
bow ties, red jackets, and black trousers.
Frank Araujo, of the music department
of Japan Missionary College, is directing
them while the Cathedral String Ensemble
accompanies.

The Choral Arts Society was organized
in 1959 when Mr. Araujo joined the music
department of Japan Missionary College.
The group has traveled extensively, wit-
nessing for God, both in Japan and in
foreign countries. Since its founding it has

resented scores of concerts in crowded

alls, in opera houses, and on radio and
TV. The choir sings in five languages and
has a repertoire of more than 100 selec-
tions, which range from pre-Bach to
twentieth century compositions.

As I write, the choral group is singing
the majestic strains of Franz Schubert's
Kyrie Eleison. Though they sing many of
their songs in languages other than Eng-
lish, the mood of their message is easily
understandable. Music is the language of
humanity, as someone has aptly said.

Now the backlights on the stage have
turned a deep red, lending a strangely
warm glow as the group sings the French
Christmas carol “Now Is Born.”

One cannot fail to be impressed by the
amazing discipline of these young people
as they sing under the direction of their
capable director. They perform like a
fine instrument in the hands of an accom-
plished musician. Everyone has been in-
structed not to applaud the sacred selec-
tions the choral group sings, so in lieu
of this the audience spontaneously breaks
forth in fervent Amens at the close of
each number, and at the end of their con-
cert the audience gives the singers a rous-
ing ovation.

After the concert, Wayne Hooper, as-
sociate music director at the conterence,
led the audience in a short song service
consisting of old Adventist favorites—"In
a Little While We're Going Home,”
“Down by the Crystal Sea,” and “When
the Roll Is Called Up Yonder.” At exactly
eight o’clock the ministers filed in and the
song leader led the congregation in sing-
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ing the inspiring theme song of the con-
ference, “We Have This Hope.”

After the offering George Romney,
Governor of the State of Michigan,
entered, flanked by Elders Neal Wilson,
new president of the North American
Division; R. R. Figuhr, retiring president
of the General Conference; R. H. Pierson,
president of the General Conference; and
N. C. Wilson, president of the Michigan
Conference.

The Governor delivered a stirring
speech, interrulpted again and again by
prolonged applause. He emphasized his
concern about the evident decadence of
the American society, and set forth per-
sonal Christianity as necessary to reverse
this trend and change the sinful nature
of man. At the close of his speech, Elder
Figuhr responded to the Governor’s words.

This was followed by the presentation
to the Governor of the ten-volume set of
the Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary reference series by the president of
the Michigan Conference.

- A brief musical interlude featuring the
combined Voice of Prophecy and Faith for
Today quartets preceded the inspiring
report of the outgoing vice-president of
the General Conference for the North
American Division, now one of the general
vice-presidents of the denomination, Theo-
dore Carcich. In his opening remarks
Elder Carcich quoted the story by Harold
Schachern that appeared in the {une 19
issue of the Detroit News. I shall quote
part of it:

“The fiftieth world conference of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church not only is
one of the largest and busiest conventions
in Cobo Hall history, it is also one of the
strangest.

“There are no smoke-filled rooms, for
Adventists do not use tobacco.

“Neither are there the usual conven-
tioneer hangovers, for Adventists do not
drink.

“The normal run on the hot dog stands
in Convention Hall corridors also is ab-
sent, for Adventists do not eat meat.

“The latter is not because their faith
forbids it, but because of Adventist pre-
occupation with healthful living.

“Even the coffee machines are missing
from the corridors, and the cafeteria is
offering only the decaffeinated variety,
for Adventists feel that the caffeine in
coffee, tea, and soft drinks is a minor de-
terrent to good health,

“Cornelius Van Kleef, Cobo Hall cafe-
teria manager, described it as a unique
experience to serve 20,000 meals a ay
without a pound of meat.

“‘No call for coffee, either,” he said,
‘but do those vegetable plates ever dis-
appear!’

“Van Kleef said he began preparing his
meatless menus a year ago in preparation
for the convention. . . .

“He said his staff is enthusiastic about
cooking with meat substitutes, describing
them as ‘odorless and clean.’

““We just substitute them for meat in
many of our regular recipes,’ Van Kleef
said.

“‘They're an interesting group, these
people from around the world,” said Alex

. Konduros, assistant cafeteria manager.

‘“They come in colorful costumes, they
speak different languages, their skins are
different colors, but they all eat this same
kind of food.”

Wesley Amundsen, secretary of the
Association of Self-Supporting Institutions,
introduced the NortE American Division
pageant. A flourish of horns was followed
by the entrance of the American and
Canadian flags. While the audience stood,
the first group representing foreign lan-
guages—American Indians and Eskimos
dressed in their native costumes—marched
in. They were followed by representatives,

A few of the delegates with colorful flags of South American countries and picturesque costumes.




most of them dressed in national costumes,
of the following foreign-language groups:
Chinese, Estonian, Filipino, French, Ger-
man, Greek, Hawaiian, Hungarian, Ital-
ian, Japanese, Jewish, Latvian, Polish,
Romanian, Russian, Slavic, Spanish, Swed-
ish, Ukrainian, and Yugoslavian. The ap-
pearance of most of the groups was accom-
panied by music from the countries they
represented.

This part of the program was followed
by the silent singing of the theme song of
the conference by a group of deaf-mutes
in sign language, led by Mrs. Betty Ham-
lin. This group has already been described
in our reports.

Thursday afternoon I “spoke” to one
of our deaf-mute sisters, Mrs. Colin Mc-
Lean of Canada. Being unable to com-
municate with her in sign language, I had
to resort to writing. Mrs, McLean became
deaf at the age of four as a result of an
infection of her adenoids. Forty-five years
ago she accepted the message from
H. M. S. Richards of the Voice of Proph-
ecy. Knowing that the Voice of Prophecy
programs are not broadcast in sign lan-
guage, I asked her how she was able to
understand, and she said that one of her
sisters interpreted the programs for her.

One of the important, but less publi-
cized, features of the General Conference
session is the first-aid station. In order to
get some firsthand information on this
department I went through Hall “D” to
the first-aid station, where 1 met Audrey
Mulvey, R.N., supervisor of outpatients
at Hinsdale Sanitarium and Hospital, and
Mary Yamazaki, R.N., supervisor of cen-
tral service, also of Hinsdale. I asked Miss
Mulvey what kind of cases had been
treated at the aid station since the confer-
ence began, and she said: “Mostly sore
throats, blisters, and headaches.” She also
said that there had been two heart attacks
—neither of which was serious—and that
the worst accident happened when a dele-
gate fell while riding one of the escalators.
By yesterday the aid station had treated
56 patients who came from 33 States and
22 toreign countries.

One of the most enlightening displays
of the conference is the world map show-
ing the wth of our denominational
work since 1849. This feature always draws
large groups to see the bulbs light up by
decades. At the present time there are
1,820 lights on the map representing mis-
sion stations; division, union, and local
conference headquarters; medical institu-
tions and medical launches; publishing
houses, food factories, and educational
institutions. One hundred lights were
added to the ones already on the map
during the past quadrennium.

Elder M. E. Kern is credited as being
the father of the map. It measures 8 by 22
feet and was first shown at the 1936
General Conference. Elder Harry Lodge
has had charge of keeping the map up to
date for the dpast 80 years. The lights
come on by decades every few seconds,
dramatizing the progress of the work of
the church during the past 120 years.

M. V. Campbell, one of the general
vice-presidents of the General Conference,

ave the devotional talk Friday morning,
in which he exhorted us to strive for Chris-
tian perfection while at the same time
recognizing that before Christ comes again
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we shall never be able to say that we have
sinless perfection,

One of the most thrilling items that
came up during the morning business
session was the report of the Religious
Liberty Department associate secretary,
W. M. Adams, who told of several provi-
dential occurrences in the area of religious
freedom. He said that about a year ago
when the United States Congress was dis-
cussing Section 14(b) of the Taft
Hartley labor law, many churches re-
quested permission to speak before Con-
gress on the issue. Qur church, like the

ominating Committee
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other churches that had requested to
speak, was denied this privilege. Then, in
a dramatic reversal, the action denying the
re‘(iluest was rescinded, but the Seventh-day
Adventist Church alone was granted per-
mission to speak before the United States
Senate, and all other churches desiring
to speak on the subject were asked to
speak through our representatives.

In another providential occurrence re-
lating to the same hearing the Roman
Catholic Church, the National Council of
Churches, and the Jewish Congregations
sent a joint telegram that arrived at just
the right time stating that though they
did not view Section 14 (b) in exactly the
same light that we did, they felt that full
consideration should be given to our
views.

Also in connection with this law, Elder
Adams related that when Taft-Hartley
first came up for discussion before Con-
gress the AFL-CIO was opposed to our
position, but at the last minute this labor
organization made a dramatic change.
Instead of opposing us, they supported our
religious convictions in their stand on
Section 14 (b).

At one-thirty the color film Fabulous
Far East, depicting the fertile but war-torn
country of Vietnam, was shown to the
delegates. Looking at the .peaceful scenes
of the countryside, I found it hard to
visualize the cruel lot of the people of
this country embroiled in an undeclared
war.

A few days ago Le Cong Giao, public
relations secretary of the Viet Nam Mis-
sion, told of an experience of two of our
colporteurs who barely escaped death.
These two colporteurs were going to a
village about 100 miles from Saigon to
sell books. They left the city on a bus
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about six o’clock one morning. About an
hour later the bus was stopped by two
armed soliders. When the driver told them
that the bus was full and he had no more
room for them, they said they would ride
on the roof of the bus. After a while the
bus came to a land mine in the middle of
the road. The bus stopped, and the Viet
Cong soldiers hopped off, picked up the
mine, and lifted it to the roof of the bus.
As the bus traveled down the road the

By DON F.

SABBATH, JUNE 25, 1966

“In the last day, that great day of the
feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any
man thirst, let him come unto me, and
drink” (John 7:37).

This is Friday afternoon. Swiftly the
week has drawn to a close. Momentous de-
cisions have been made that will affect the
conduct of God’s work during the next
quadrennium. FEarnest prayers have
ascended that God would choose the men
who should lead His church, Now the new
leaders have been installed. We believe
God has answered our prayers.

With the business of the session con-
cluded and the Sabbath approaching, we
wait for one last blessing before we wend
our various ways home. The last great day
of the feast is still before us. In imagina-
tion I see Jesus standing here in Detroit
as ‘he stood in Judah's ancient capital,
saying to the vast assembly here, “If any
man thirst, let him come unto me, and
drink.” I personally want a deeper ex:
perience. I want to quaff deeply of that
living stream.

At this point I would like to clear up
a misunderstanding some may have. A
General Conference session is essentially
a business meeting. It is not like a camp
meeting, whose basic purpose is the spirit-
ual upbuilding of church members. Early
in the history of the church such a differ-
ence was noted; in fact, the camp meeting
was originated to provide the spiritual
feast some thought was lacking at a busi-
ness session. Commenting on this, James
White wrote nearly 100 years ago:

“This is not a good time for a general
gathering of  our brethren and sisters to
enjoy a spiritual feast. Not understanding
this, many have come to our annual con-
ferences, spent a week’s time, and gone
home disappointed. They had no special
interest in the business sessions, thought
they occupied too much time, and con-

mine suddenly exploded, tearing the bus
in half and kif,ling many of the passengers.
Our colporteurs escaped with only minor
injuries.

The last business of this General Confer-
ence session was concluded at 4:45 Friday
afternoon, when all unfinished business
was referred to the General Conference
Committee. As the day closed we looked
forward eagerly to another inspiring pro-
gram that evening, and on the morrow.

NEUFELD

cluded that their brethren were becoming
formal and backslidden.”—Review and
Herald, July 14, 1868.

This is not exactly the picture today.
There is much here in the sessions that
feeds the soul—for example, the sermon
hour with which each day begins, and the
ten-minute devotional following the morn-
ing business session. The evening reports
from the various divisions are like so
many meetings of praise to God for His
providential guidance in lands far and
near. But the Sabbaths are the high days.
The last of these is still before us.

The Arena was half-filled when Gordon
Henderson opened the song service
promptly at seven o’clock with the song
“We're Marching to Zion.” There fol-
lowed an hour-long musical program. On
it appeared the following: the General
Conference Collegiate Choir, consisting
tonight of the choirs of Andrews Univer-
sity, Columbia Union College, and Kings-
way College, with the General Conference
Orchestra. The groups performed both
separately and together. In addition, Del
Delker sang “Ten Thousand Angels.” The
congregation showed its appreciation by a
chorus of amens.

After the ministers came on the plat-
form the choir accompanied by the or-
chestra sang the General Conference
theme song, “We Have This Hope.” The
song was repeated with the congregation

'HAVE FAITH IN GOD
By NATHANIEL KRUM

O anxious soul, have faith in God,
And never once forget

That though the devil’s on earth’s throne,
God is the Ruler yet! . .

joining. It was thrilling to. hear 8,000
voices declare their hope in the coming of
the Lord. Before them as they sang hung
in large letters the General Conference
motto, “Behold, He Cometh.” This theme
was continued in the opening hymn, “Lift
Up the Trumpet,” and in the song “I
Want to See Jesus, Don’t You?” sung by
Charles Brooks. Fervent amens from the
congregation revealed that they too were
longing to see Jesus.

E. E. Cleveland’s sermon, on the same
theme, reminded us that the day when we
will see Jesus is not far distant. He read
his text from Romans 13:12: ‘““The night
is far spent, the day is at hand: let us
therefore cast off the works of darkness,
and let us put on the armour of light.”
(See page 10 of this Bulletin for sermon.)

At the close he asked those to stand who
were not Seventh-day Adventists but who
would like to join the church. A number
stood. Then he asked for those to stand
who had been Seventh-day Adventists but
had backslidden. A number more stood.
Finally he asked for a rededication of the
delegates and guests. As far as I could tell,
the entire congregation stood.

Sabbath morning I left my hotel room
about seven o’clock. While I was waiting
for the elevator, Elder and Mrs. George
Vandeman and their daughter Connie
joined me, and we rode down to the lobby
floor together. ““This has been a marvelous
week; I believe the Holy Spirit has been in
control,” Elder Vandeman remarked to
me. Commenting on the new leaders who
had been installed, he continued, “We
believe that their energy and consecration
will prove contagious, enabling the church
to meet God’s expectations in this hour of
opportunity.”

I stepped out of the hotel onto the
street. A blanket of humid heat enveloped
me. The sky was clear, but a shroud of
smog hung over the city. The time and
temperature sign over the Hertz Rent-a-
Car blinked 76° and 7:04. Summer has
struck with a vengeance. I'm so glad the
Arena and Cobo Hall are air-conditioned.
I'm sure the temperature will soar into
the 90’s today.

I passed Elder A. L. Ham on the street
and saw other Adventists making their
way over to Cobo Hall at this early hour,
some two-and-a-half hours before the
time for Sabbath school to begin.

At one of the intersections while wait-
ing for the “walk” signal, a woman ap-
proached me and said, “Are you on your
way to convention hall?” I assured her I
was. “I thought you were,” she said,
“somehow I could tell.” She asked me
where I was from. I told her the Review
and Herald. She was from St. Paul, Minne-
sota. “I always read the REvIEw,” she re-
marked, “and am glad when it arrives on
Friday so I can read it on Sabbath.” She
continued: ‘“When perplexed about a
course of action, I often find the answer
in something Elder Nichol or others have
written. God is not leading stray offshoots,
but individuals, and the remarkable fact
is that when these people from all parts
of the world meet together at this session,
they find themselves unified in faith and
practice.”

The Review aAND HErALD is published b
Park, Washington, D.C. 20012, U.S.A.
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By the time our conversation was com-
pleted we were inside Cobo Hall. It was
about 7:15, and already the hallways
were becoming crowded. I stepped into
the Arena and looked around. Hundreds
had already found their places. Only those
who arrive early will find a place in the
Arena. The overflow congregation will
meet in Hall C.

As I sat here at the reporter’s desk writ-
ing, I felt a hand on my shoulder. I looked
up into the face of E. S. Humann, from
Portland, Oregon. He is serving as an
usher here. “Don, I am depending on you
to put in all the drama,” he said. Would
that my pen could reproduce the wonder-
ful things my eyes will see and my ears
will hear today!

While writing the preceding paragraph
I was interrupted by Brother R. B. Sheets,
from Ardmore, Oklahoma. He told me he
was exercising a little before the long
period of sitting through the morning of
services. Brother Sheets is the man who
last year raised $5,521 in Ingathering. He
told me that over the past eight years he
has raised more than $41,000 and over the
past 20 years more than $55,000.

The song service led by Elder Fenton
Froom began at nine o'clock. By that
time I could see only a few vacant seats
in this large Arena, way up in the upper-
most balcony tier, and these were rapidly
filling. The theme of the first song,
“Gleams of the Golden Morning,” con-
tinued that of last night’s sexvice. Several
musical groups and soloists contributed
their talents during the song service:
Glendale Union Academy under the direc-
tion of Rochelle Queen; Margreta Froom,
soprano; Elder and Mrs. Laverne Cum-
mings.

A trumpet blast heralded the approach
of the group representing the Sabbath
school program. Onto the platform
marched the officers and costumed mission-
aries and nationals representing all 11
divisions of the world field with which we
are in active communication. Elder L. B.
Reynolds was the superintendent, and
E. E. Cleveland, the speaker of last night,
the teacher.

The Sabbath School Department secre-
taries, W. J. Harris and R. Curtis Barger,
must have done considerable preplanning
to bring the report they are rendering
this morning. It consisted of brief reports
for earlier Sabbaths from various Sabbath
schools around the world. Elder Barger ob-
served that the Sabbath school is more
widespread and world-encompassing than
any commercial or political organization
on the face of the earth.

They took us first to Reykjavik in iso-
lated Iceland for the Sabbath school of
May 7. The 118 gathered there were study-
ing the same Sabbath school lessons and
hearing appeals from the same mission
field (Middle East) that we were in Amer-
ica on that date.

From there they took us to Mexico, to
a school of 107 members begun two years
ago as a branch Sabbath school; then to
Bombay, India, where 46 memberxs gath-
ered 28 rupees for world missions; Ham-
merfest, Norway, the northernmost city
in the world; Macapa in South America,
where the church building sits astride the
equator, so that during Sabbath school
some of the members sit in the northern

REVIEW AND HERALD, June 26, 1966

Mrs, Kerstin Unnersten of Sweden, wife of the
treasurer of Northern European Division, a pro-
fessional harpist from childhood, played with
g:rfect mastery of this beautiful instrument, as
rs. Sundquist recited a religious theme. Mis.
Sundquist is not shown in this picture.

hemisphere, while others sit in the south-
ern hemisphere. .

Today there are 26,342 Sabbath schools
around the world, scattered in 189 coun-
tries and conducting their sessions in 928
languages and dialects.

The missions report was brought to us
by Anees A. Haddad, temperance and
Missionary Volunteer secretary of the
Middle FEast Division. Speaking of the
land of his labors, he said: “To econo-
mists the Middle East is a great expanse
of land floating in oil. To historians it is
the cradle of Western civilizations. To the
tourist it is the great Bible lands, home of
the prophets. To the archeologist it is the
great collection of mounds, ziggurats, and
tells. Geographically speaking, it bridges
three great continents—Europe, Asia, and
Africa. Religiously speaking, it is the
source of the world’s three greatest re-
ligions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
But to this denomination the Middle East
presents the world’s most pressing and
urgent challenge.”

This challenge he highlighted by the
observation that whereas in the Austral-
asian Division there is one Seventh-day
Adventist for every 223 people, in the
Middle East there is one for every 45,583
people.

He reported two interesting conversions
from the Moslem faith. I have space to tell
you of only one—that of Nabil, who
served his country’s army as a bodyguard
to king's, presidents, and other important
personages on state visits. Omne day
tragedy struck. As he sped on his motor-
cycle carrying a special message, he
crashed into a crossing army truck. When
they gathered his battered body together,
there was not a sign of life. They carried
him to the morgue. Half an hour later an
attendant froze in his tracks when he
noticed Nabil’s hand twitching. A doctor

was immediately notified. Some months
later Nabil walked away from the hospital
strong in physical health.

It was after this that the mission presi-
dent hired him to carry supplies to a JMV
camp. At the camp he participated in the
songs and exercises. Later he traveled with
Elder Haddad on a trip to the churches in
Asia Minor. In the meantime he was
drinking in the Bible studies the mission
president was giving him. Eventually he
was baptized as the first Moslem in his
country to accept the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist faith for several decades.

Wondering about the overflow attend-
ance, I wandered over to Hall C, where I
saw several hundred watching Elder
Cleveland conduct the Sabbath school les-
son on closed-circuit television. Then
across the hall I walked into Ballroom A,
where several thousand senior youth were
gathered for their Sabbath school.

I stayed for their service. Over in the
Arena, W. R. Beach, re-elected secretary
of the General Conference, was the morn-
ing speaker. His sermon appears on page
13 of this Bulletin. In the Ballroom Elder
H. M. S. Richards, Jr., spoke to the “fellas
and girls” as he called them. I enjoyed
their special music preceding the preach-
ing—the Glendale Academy choir, the
Voice of Prophecy quartet, and Del
Delker.

Beside me sat Olive Braley, whose hus
band is playing the piano this morning.
When I introduced myself she informed
me that there are two Neufelds in the
Glendale Academy choir. She wondered
whether we are related. They were seated
in the row behind us, so we introduced
ourselves. They were Dennis and Denise
Neufeld, whose father, Dr. Otto Neufeld,
is radiologist at Glendale Adventist Hos-
pital. There is probably only a distant
relationship.

Elder Richards told of Andy and Pete
and Matt, across whom the shadow of a
Jewish Man fell one day, and they, forsak-
ing all, accepted him as their Master. He
appealed to the young people to let Jesus
Christ be master of their thoughts, hearts,
and possessions. Many responded to his
altar call.

1 had missed the lay activities service in
the Arena. I asked my wife what had
taken place. She informed me that Elder
Adlai Esteb had interviewed several out-
standing lay workers. among them, Laura
Brown. Although baptized only last July,
she was proclaimed “Miss Ingathering of
1966.” It is her belief that church members
should “ingather” the year round. She
estimates that one in ten persons solicited
is interested in the Seventh-day Adventist
message. In the last campaign, she was out
with the factory band that met the 5:00
AaM. shift. Then during the day she can-
vassed business establishments, and in the
evening went out with the singing band.
Turning to the congregation, Elder Esteb,
borrowing a slogan from a Washington,
D.C. church bulletin, inquired, “What on
earth are YOU_doing for Heaven’s sake?”

She also informed me that at the close
of his sermon Elder Beach called on
several ministers to testify in behalf of the
groups they represented. Those called
were: William Loveless, of Sligo chuxch in
Washington, D.C., Elder Beach’s own pas-

(Continued on page 9)
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The Advent Hope Purifies

MORNING SERMON, FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 1966, 8:30 A.M.

By M. V. CAMPBELL
Vice-President of the General Conference

Throughout the history of our move-
ment Seventh-day Adventists have cher-
ished a fervent hope that has given
strength in facing trials, resolution in
meeting opposition, and confidence at all
times. It 15 the expectation of, and the
desire for, the coming of our Saviour.
The more we study our Bibles, compar-
ing history and current events with the
signs listed in God’s Word, the more cer-
tain is our belief in the second coming of
our Lord.

In considering some phases of the Ad-
vent hope, my remarks will be based on
1 John 3:1-3: “Behold, what manner of
love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God:
therefore the world knoweth us not, be-
cause it knew him not. Beloved, now are
we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be
like him; for we shall see him as he is.
And every man that hath this hope in
him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”

Several points are made in these three
verses. First, God the Father shows the
extent of His love by making us His sons,
not at some future time, but now—"Now
are we the sons of God.” People are in-
clined to boast of their parentage, of their
noble ancestors, but what illustri-
ous genealogy can compare with that of
one who is a son of God, one who is
acknowledged by God Himself as His son?

These verses also assure us that Jesus,
our Elder Brother, will come to this world
again and that when He appears the right-
eous will be like Him and that they will
see Him as He is. The third verse states
the result: “Every man that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he
is pure.”

We should notice that it is the one
with the Advent hope who purifies him-
self. Perhaps we speak more frequently of
the Adventist faith than of the Advent
hope. There may be quite a difference.
Those who believe, or have faith, that
Jesus is coming are called Adventists. But
do all who believe that Jesus is coming
also fervently hope for His coming? Is it
possible that some who fully believe
Christ will come, may hope that His com-
ing will be delayed? Perhaps there may
even be some who look toward this great
event with fear.

It is not the one who merely believes
that Jesus is coming who purifies him-
self, it is the man who has this hope.
He hopes that Jesus will come. He hopes
that he will be like Jesus at His coming.
He is the one who purifies himself even
as Christ is pure.

For a few moments let us think of the
believer’s hope. It has three facets: first,
the hope that Jesus will come; second,
the hope of being like Him; and third,
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the hope of seeing Him as He is. As I
am speaking to a congregation made up
of people who definitely have in their
hearts the hope of the second coming of
our Lord, we will at this time pass over
that point and come to the second—the
hope of being like Jesus.

In verse 2 we read, “When he shall
appear, we shall be like him.” To all too
many people, Christ’s coming primarily
involves mansions in the sky, streets
of gold, a land where there are no taxes,
and full freedom from sickness, pain, and
death. Yés, the kingdom to which our
Saviour will take the redeemed will pro-
vide all of these features.

These advantages definitely will be
ours, but why should we think almost
exclusively of the material blessings? It is
possible that the conception of the home
of the saved to some professing Christians
tends to be somewhat akin to the Mo-
hammedan heaven. But the one thing
which more than anything else will make
heaven really heaven, is that we will be
with our Lord, and we will be like our
Lord. To the true Christian other as-
pects of heaven will hold less attraction
than association with Jesus, of having His
character, His purity, and His perfection.

The third point in our text is the hope
of seeing our Saviour as He is. “When he
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we
shall see him as he is” (verse 2). As a
rule we are inclined to see in others
what we ourselves are. A wicked man sees
or imagines evil wherever he looks. He is
blind to good. One who is partially like
Jesus will have only a partial view of
Him; in fact, one can learn his own char-
acter by what he sees in Christ.

When we see Jesus as He really is then
we have become like Him. Jesus stated
that the pure in heart will see God (see
Matt. 5:8). When we become pure in
heart we will understand Christ and at
His appearing we shall see Him as He is,
and we shall be like Him.

Our hope to be like Jesus rests upon
the love of God. Our text opens with the
words, “Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God.” We
cannot become like Jesus because of any
good thing in our nature. Nothing we
can do ourselves will ever bring about so
great a change. This is accomplished
wholly and only by the love of God,
which prompted Him to make us His
sons.

We can expect to be like Christ, the
beloved of God, because we, too, are
beloved of God. We can expect to be
like Jesus because we are God’s sons. As
His sons, we should have the family re-
semblance. God acknowledges us as His
sons as truly as He acknowledges Jesus, our
Elder Brother, as His Son. John says

in our text: “Now are we the sons of
God” (verse 2). Paul writes: ‘“Conformed
to the image of his Son, that he might be
the firstborn among many brethren”
(Rom. 8:29).

The effect of this hope is aEparent to
all—it does not puff up, it purifies. “Every
man that hath this hope in him purifieth
himself, even as he is pure” (verse 3).
The man who expects to be like Jesus at
His appearing will wish to be like
Him now, therefore he purifies himself.
Purification would be the natural conse-
quence. How shameful it would be for a
man having this Advent hope to be a
thief or a liar or a Sabbathbreaker, or a
drunkard! Can sons of God and brothers
of Jesus Christ be found in the haunts of
sin?

How Shall We Become Pure?

The next logical consideration would
be, How can a Christian purify himself?
We recognize that there is only one
cleansing agent. It is brought to view in
1 John 1:7: “The blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” It is
necessary to consecrate ourselves fully to
Jesus. We must accept Christ’s sacrifice
in our behalf. We must be covered by
the robe of His righteousness.

In view of the fact that it is the blood
of Jesus which cleanses us from sin, and
that He is able to keep us from falling
(Jude 24), the question would natu-
rally arise, Does the Christian himself have
a part in keeping from sin? The answer
is Yes. definitely he has a part. The one
who is born again must fight against sin
and occasionally flee from sin, as Joseph
fled from Potiphar’s wife. Paul says, “Flee
fornication” (1 Cor. 6:18), and again,
“Flee also youthful lusts” (2 Tim. 2:22).

The Christian will purify himself from
evil companions. He will also study the
Bible, and there he will discover that
some things are sins that before seemed
inoffensive. He, with prayer and resolu-
tion, will set about the task of eradicat-
ing these from his life. One must guard
against every known sin. If some sin par-
ticularly pleases a person, seeming almost
like a right hand or a right eye to him,
he should tear that sin from him. No sin,
however dear, can be taken to heaven.

There are certain evils that trip one
up more easily than others. It is necessary
to set a double guard against these. In
the case of one, it may be a quick temper
or bitter words or unkind feelings. An-
other must be on guard against totally
different besetting sins.

Staunchhearted for Right

A new convert may find himself in a
trade or a profession where deception
and dishonesty are common, but he will
say, “If T can’t earn a living in this trade
without sin, 1 will change my work, but I
will not do this wrong!” Recently I read
four verses written either by a carpenter
or one who knew well the difficulties con-
nected with that trade. It reads as fol-
lows:

“I wonder what He charged for chairs
at Nazareth,

And did men try to beat Him down

And boast about it in the town—

‘I bought it cheap for half-a-crown

From that mad Carpenter’?
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“And did they promise and not pay,
Put it off to another day;

O, did they break His heart that way,
My Lord, the Carpenter?

“T wonder, did He have bad debts,
And did He know my fears and frets?
The gospel writer here forgets
To tell about the Carpenter.

“But that’s just what I want to know.
Ah! Christ in glory, here below
Men cheat and lie to one another so;
It’s hard to be a carpenter.”

—G. A. STUDDERT-KENNEDY

Yes, there are difficulties in the way of
strict honesty and integrity in almost
every profession, trade, or vocation, but
the follower of Christ will be true. In his
contacts on weekdays with those for
whom, or with whom, he works, he will
be a Christian just as surely as while he is
in church on Sabbath.

There are some who realize that there
are certain sins that have been habitual
in the family for generations. It is well
to call on God for special help for puri-
fication from these. There may be certain
sing that are common to the district
where one lives, but the man who hopes
for Christ’s coming will cry out against
these sins and keep himself from them.
Perhaps the one seeking purity will have
trying experiences, but he guards against
impatience and murmuring. Another
may have prosperity but he resists the
temptation to regard this world as his
home.

These are safeguards that every man
who has the Advent hope will take. This
will be the great struggle and warfare of
his life. With strength from God he will
rid himself of sin after sin. He will
prove the truth of the promise that the
devil will flee when he is resisted. By the
grace of God the Christian grows more
and more like Jesus whom he hopes to
meet.

Other Ways to Seek Purification

Are there other ways in which purifi-
cation can be sought? It is well to pray
for a tender conscience. I heard it said of
one man that his conscience was as good
as new—he had never used itl It is pos-
sible for one’s conscience to become dull,
hardened, and insensitive.

Some people who lose their eyesight
late in life wish to acquire the skill of
reading the raised letters of the Braille
alphabet. To do this they must depend
upon their fingers’ feeling the raised dots
that form the various letters. But one who
for years has been working with his hands
finds, at least at first, that it is impossible
to distinguish the various letters merely
by feeling them. The fingers are not sen-
sitive; perhaps they are calloused. Some
try sandpapering the ends of their fingers
and soaking them in lotion to soften
them and they practice and persist until
finally they are successful. We may have
calloused consciences, but thank God
they, too, can be made tender again. We
should have consciences so tender that
they will shiver when even the semblance
of a sin goes byl

One who is seeking purification will
keep his eye on God and not on man.
He tries to please God, even though it
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makes him unpopular. He will be just
as faithful a Christian when in places
where no one knows him as when he is
in his own locality, surrounded by his
brethren. Will a2 man who is secking
purity be entirely blind to the faults of
others? No, but when he sees a fault in a
brother he does not advertise it, he does
not say, “See how sinful this man is.”
No, he not only prays for the sinner but
he prays that he himself may shun that
fault.

When we are in contact with our
brethren, it is not only sins that we see,
for there are many virtues in those
around us. When one with the Advent
hope notices a shining virtue in another's
life, he will not suggest, “He probably is
not really so good as he appears.” No,
he will pray, “Lord, there is a sweet
flower in that man's garden. Give me
some of the seed, let it grow in my soul.”

What is the standard of purification?
How can we measure the progress that is
being made? Our text does not omit
that point: “Every man that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself, even as
he is pure” (verse 3). Only Christ can be
our model], but what a model He is! Be-
ing like Him is worth the effort of a
lifetime. We might become as good as
some other man, but never during life
will we be able to throw down our weap-
ons and say, “I have no more sins to
fight, there is no more evil to overcome.
I am as pure as Christ!” No, our fight
with sin is a lifetime warfare.

Our text may be used as a test. We
can ask the question, Do I really hope
for Christ's coming? Do I truly hope to
see Him as He is» Do I honestly hope
to be like Him? The answer is found in
the reply to the question, “Am I purify-
ing myself even as He is pure?”

Some professed Christians are defiling
themselves. It is very evident that they
do not hope for Christ’s coming. One
who trusts in the atoning blood of Jesus
will not be content to live in sin, he will
hate sin—the cause of his Saviour's death.

There are those who teach that we are
purified with little or no effort on our
part. True, our sins are freely forgiven.
Christ’s righteousness is by faith imputed

| Long to Be There
By BESSIE M. CANTWELL

Longing today for that beautiful homeland,
Longing to be in those mansions so fair,
Longing to see the face of my Saviour,
With the redeemed I long to be there.

Jesus will reign in that haven eternal;
There all the treasures of heaven we’ll
share;
All trials of earth will there be forgotten;
O what a joy! I long to be there.

Never to lose are the glories of heaven;
Lost in His love will be every care.

Shadows that mar will nevermore enter
In that fair land He’s gone to prepare.

Loved ones so dear we shall meet in that
homeland,
Never to part, we shall dwell evermore;
There we shall sing the song of redemption,
Wonderful love! Qur sins Jesus bore.

to us, but God expects us to use our will
and to resist the devil and all of his
temptations.

“What you need to understand is the
true force of the will. This is the govern-
ing power in the nature of man, the
power of decision, or of choice. Every-
thing depends on the right action of the
will. The power of choice God has given
to men; it is theirs to exercise. You can-
not change your heart, you cannot of
yourself give to God its affections; but
you can choose to serve Him. You can
give Him your will."—Steps to Christ,
p- 47.

A Firm No to Sin

Have you found it hard to say No to
sin? One whose will has been dedicated
to God and who hopes for his Saviour’s
coming will quickly say No. He will put
his foot down hard and say, “I will have
nothing whatever to do with it!” Do you
think there will be crowns in heaven for
those who never fight their sinsp Just as
Jesus, our Example, resisted temptation,
every follower is to be a soldier in the
battle against sin.

When we have done all we possibly
can, Jesus will then do what to us is im-
possible. “When it is in the heart to obey
God, when efforts are put forth to this
end, Jesus accepts this disposition and
effort as man's best service, and He makes
up for the deficiency with His own di-
vine merit. But He will not accept those
who claim to have faith in Him, and yet
are disloyal to His Father’s command-
ment. We hear a great deal about faith,
but we need to hear a great deal more
about works. Many are deceiving their
own souls by living an easygoing, ac-
commodating, crossless religion. But
Jesus says, ‘If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me."”’—Selected
Messages, book 1, p. 382

As progress is being made toward pur-
ity, will we notice it? Yes, but in this life
we will probably never consider our-
selves to be totally pure. Before Christ’s
coming we will not regard ourselves as
being fully like Jesus, but as we steadily
make progress toward maturity we real-
ize that we are not struggling alone. God
gives us victory after wvictory; Christ’s
blood cleanses us from sin; His perfect
life covers all of our blunders and mis-
takes. God in viewing us sees us not as
we see ourselves, with our weakness, our
errors, and sins, but instead He sees
Christ’s purity which covers us.

When at last Jesus returns to this
world, whether we are alive at His com-
ing or whether we arise from the grave,
we shall in fact be like Him, we shall see
Him as He is. Throughout eternity we
shall be with Him, enjoying the material
and spiritual blessings of the new earth.

There will be eternal happiness, eter-
nal health and vigor, and eternal life.
There will be freedom from care and
fear, freedom from illness and pain, pov-
erty, and sin and death. God will be our
Father. We, His sons and daughters, will
be living in a real world as real people
~—God’s people. Jesus will be our Elder
Brother. We will be like Him; every hope
will be fulfilled. We shall be sinless, pure,
even as He is pure. This is the Advent
hope. We have this hope!
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North American Division

By THEODORE CARCICH, GC Vice-President

We count it a privilege to report for
North America at this fiftieth General
Conference quadrennial session of Sev-
enth-day Adventists. Whatever good may
appear in this report is due first to the
blessing of God, second to the faithful-
ness of our workers and laity, and third to
the splendid foundations laid by those
who preceeded us in service.

Our division territory extends from the
rugged, snow-capped mountains of Can-
ada to the winding Rio Grande; and
from the sun-bathed islands of Hawaii to
the equally sun-bathed islands of Ber-
muda. Within these boundaries live some
215 million people to whom we are ob-
ligated to present the gospel message.

Among the millions of North America
reside 380,855 Seventh-day Adventist
church members. Roughly, this num-
ber approximates the population of a
city the size of Portland, Oregon, or
Louisville, Kentucky. We could take this
number of Seventh-day Adventists and
lose them in one of the boroughs of New
York City. Why make this comparison?
Simply that we might better understand
what God is accomplishing through the
faithful believers of North America, al-
though relatively few in number.

I am sure that everybody on the con-
tinent would be amazed if a report indi-
cated that the city of Portland or Louis-
ville had undertaken to erect and support
3,335 churches, 1,002 elementary schools,
81 academies, 13 colleges, two universi-
ties, 11 schools of nursing, 34 hospitals,
four publishing houses, three food fac-
tories, and, in addition, contract the em-
ployment of 3,211 ministers, 6,951 teach-
ers, and 1,275 literature evangelists.

Remarkable, some would say, for a city
of 380,855 people. We reply, Equally
remarkable for that number of North
American believers, the majority of whom
cannot be classed as rich or well to do.

Do these achievements represent the
sole interests of the North American be-
lievers? Far from it. While supporting
their own institutions and churches, the
Adventist believers of this division keep
their eyes on the world field. Why?

Among other things the believers of this
division have contributed thousands of
their sons and daughters to the mission

fields, many of whom lost their lives in

service and are buried in strange lands.
Nevertheless, in spite of the sacrifice mis-
sion service entails, the colleges of this
division are supplying a constant stream
of graduates eager to take their places
in lands beyond.

Think you that the people of this divi-
sion, pressed as they are with their own
needs, will forget the divine commission
“Unto every nation, kindred, tongue, and
people”™? Never! To document this asser-
tion, may I remind you that the 1965 Au-
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tumn Council voted a record-breaking
budget, amounting to approximately $40
million, 88 per cent of which was given
by the Nortlg American Division.

We of the division are committed to
the world task of the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church, its fellowship, sacrifice, and
ultimate triumph. The commitment, as
you can see€, is matched not only by words
and slogans but by sacrificial deeds. Our
only wish is that there were more of us to
do more, and still more, for the overseas
fields. Jf 380,000 members can do what
this report indicates, think of what could
be accomplished if we had one million be-
lievers in North America!

Theodore Carcich

While time lasts we shall labor dili-
gently to add to the church “such as
should be saved.” During the past four
years 85,365 were added to the North
American Division by baptism and pro-
fession of faith. Accomplished without
fanfare or sensational slogans, this is the
largest number baptized and the largest
gain in baptisms for one quadrennium in
the history of the division.

The division membership now stands
at 380,855, This means 37,191 more
church members in our midst than at the
close of the previous quadrennium. An-
other encouraging record is that 112 new
churches were added during the past four
years. This represents a substantial break-
through into hitherto unworked and un-
entered territory.

Tithe for the quadrennium amounted
to $217,619,483.52, a gain of $46,507,
419.92 over the former period. Total mis-
sion offerings, including Ingathering and
Sabbath school, reached the all-time high
of $56,440,958.19, a gain of §8,259,868.74.
Of a truth, this demonstrates North
America’s very real interest in the world
missions program.

Gospel literature delivered during the
same period reached the record figure of
$34,149,175.74, a gain of $7,594,153.57.
We believe that this gospel seed will in

time result in a large harvest of souls. Of-
ferings for home missions totaled §$19,-
032,500.24, a gain of $6,226,714.64. For
these blessings and tremendous achieve-
ments we thank God. Likewise much
credit is due our faithful administrators,
departmental secretaries, evangelists, pas-
tors, institutional workers, teachers, med-
ical workers, literature evangelists, church
officers, youth, and laity.

We now stand on the threshold of a
new quadrennium. What should guide us
in plotting the future and directing God’s
work in this important division? Shall we
chart our course in keeping with the Gal-
lup l;lrolls, the Dow-Jones business index,
or the grand rush toward ecumenicity?
Or shall we restudy and realign all plans
and activities with the great evangelistic
commission “This gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world for a
witness unto all nations; and then shall
the end come” (Matt. 24:14)?

From its inception the church in North
America has been under orders to evange-
lize. Its schools, institutions, and churches
have only one reason for existence and
that is to evangelize the cities, towns, vil-
lages, and hamlets of the continent. Are
the divine orders less urgent because we
live in an affiuent society, with a knowl-
edgeable culture, populated by urban
man who while not hostile toward the
church is wholly indifferent to the ap-
peals and claims of the gospel? Shall we
fold up and quit before these secularistic
and materialistic obstacles or shall we gear
ourselves for the task? We who claim to
see in our domestic and international up-
heavals an inexorable movement toward
the climax of human history need to sense
anew that it would be tragic to soften the
thrust of evangelism in this fateful hour.

An evangelist is a “bearer of good
news.” Who in the church is not obligated
to evangelize? There may be evangelists
who are not conference presidents, treas-
urers, institutional administrators, or de-
partmental secretaries; but every presi-
dent, treasurer, administrator, teacher,
medical worker, pastor, and layman is
called to evangelize. There is no substi-
tute for every-member evangelism.
Whether we labor in the medical depart-
ment, the educational department, the
publishing department, the welfare, Sab-
bath school, youth, religious liberty, or
public affairs departments, the task is one
—evangelize!

In describing our day Jesus painted a
terrifying picture. False christs will arise
and deceive multitudes. Wars.and rumors
of wars will increase. World famine will
strike suddenly. Earthquakes will devas-
tate many places. Disturbances will jar
the solar system. Wickedness and immor-
tality will increase. Hatred will intensify.
Traitors will spring up. Love will grow
cold. God’s people will suffer persecution.
In the midst of all this the gospel is to be
preached to every nation. Here is our
command and guideline.

Therefore it is for us in North Amer-
ica to raise our heads, look up, and move
forward—for our redemption lies beyond
this world of terror. Meantime, we need
to get on with the job of pressing the
gospel home to men everywhere. The
most compelling sermons have to be
preached. The most successful efforts are
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yet to be held. The best in the prepara-
tion and distribution of truth-filled litera-
ture has yet to be realized. The finest
in the composing and performing of soul-
stirring gospel music is still before us, and
the same is true in every area of denomi-
national activity.

This is no time to be beguiled by doubt
or unbelief, or by those who disown
God’s Word and the coming of His Son;
it is rather a time for us to match belief
with Spirit-filled evangelism on a wider
scale than ever before. Whatever evange-
listic method we choose, let us use it to
tell the world of God’s saving, keeping,
and redeeming love.

Few though we may be, we are not
left 10 evangelize in our own strength. As
the disciples of old, we have the promise
of the Holy Spirit as the divine motiva-
tion and compulsion for the task. Time
speeds on. The apocalyptic tempo is ac-
celerating. In the language of Winston
Churchill, never have so many depended
on so few. Thinranked though we be,
this coming quadrennium, under God,
could be our finest hour as we with our
sister divisions unite in proclaiming the
third angel's message to every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people around the
citcle of the earth.

Let’s get on with the jobl

The Day in Detroit
(Continued from page 5)

tor, to represent the many church pastors
around the world; F. M. Arrogante, presi-
dent of the Negros Mission in the Philip-

ines, to represent the officers of the 376
ocal conferences and missions around
the world; W. J. Hackett, president of the
North Pacific Union Conference, to repre-
sent the officiers of the 65 union confer-
ences of the world; L. C. Naden, president
of the Australasian Division, to represent
the officers of the 11 divisions; and the
newly elected General Conference presi-
dent, Robert H. Pierson, to represent the
headquarters workers. Then Elder Beach
called upon the ministers’ children present
who had been inspired by their parents’
lives to stand. Although many children
were in the youth and junior services, all
over the arena many stood in rededication.

The lunch hour passed quickly, for the
afternoon programs began at two o'clock.
They consisted of a sacred concert by vari-
ous musical groups and the Fanorama,
“Behold His Glory,” a special program
prepared by the General Conference for
presentation at this time. Both programs
were repeated so that with the overflow
audience everyone had the opportunity
of hearing them live. A report of these
programs will appear in a {Jater issue of
the Bulletin.

At seven o'clock we gathered for the
last program of the 1966 General Confer-
ence session. Laverne Cumming directed
the song service. As the congregation
hummed “Jesus Saves,” the new General
Conference president, the four general
vice-presidents, and the 11 division presi-
dents marched onto the platform.

During the course of service Elder Pier-
son introduced each of these officers in
turn, F. L. Bland, M. V. Campbell, Theo-
dore Carcich, and R. S. Watts, then the
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11 division presidents. As he introduced
each officer, Elder Pierson gave a brief bio-
graphical sketch, then called for a brief
statement. Each officer pledged his loyalty,
cooperation, and dedication to carry on
the work of God in his respective section
of the world field.

Elder Pierson closed the evening pro-
gram with an earnest appeal to arise and
finish the work. The formula for this he
set forth as being divine power combined

Sabbath Afternoon
in the Arena

with human effort. What we need, he de-
clared, is a fresh infilling of the Holy
Spirit. 'The choice, he said, is between
Pentecost and failure. He expressed his
own conviction that the church will not
fail, .

The closing song was a prayer by the
delegates, “Lead On, O King Eternal”

The benediction by W. R. Beach
brought the 1966 General Conference ses-
sion to a close.

“Behold His Glory”

By LAWRENCE MAXWELL

A young immigrant who grew up to
have ten children, all of whom are faith-
ful church members . . .

A young man who read in the Bible
that the seventh day was the Sabbath,
convinced his girl friend, and brought
45 other people into the church .. .

Two African Missionary Volunteers

who converted an enemy tribe and
brought a longstanding feud to an
end . ..

A young wife who stood for principle

and brought her whole family and many

of her friends to Christ . . .

A missionary doctor who saved a young
man from opium . . .

A Navaho Indian boy who left jail to
become an interpreter for the Monument
Valley hospital . . .

These experiences were the kernel of
the special program in the Arena on the
closing Sabbath of the General Confer-
ence session.

The motto of the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church could well be the motto that
was adopted many years ago by Loma
Linda University—'"To Make Man
Whole.” The Seventh-day Adventist
Church seeks to clothe the naked—but we
are not a chain of clothing stores. We
seek to feed the hungry—but we are not
a chain of restaurants.

We seek to heal the sick—but we are
not a benevolent association of hospitals
and clinics.

We seek to educate the ignorant—but
we are not an international society of
schools and colleges.

We seek to convert the heathen and
lead nominal Christians into a closer
fellowship with Christ—but we are not
a worldwide system of churches.

We are all of thesel But these are only
the means to an end so glorious that the
methods and the instruments appear al-
most insignificant.

Our purpose is “to preach good tidings
unto the meek; . .. to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap-
tives, and the opening of the prison to
them that are bound; to proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lord” (Isaiah 61:1,
2). It is to make men whole, to satisfy
their need whatever it happens to be. It
is 10 show them God’s glory, for to pro-
vide for man’s need is the glory of God.

And so we are organized into depart-
ments; Medical, Educational, Missionary
Volunteer, Lay Actjvities, Publishing, and
so forth. During the business meetings
this week all the departments rendered
their official reports—mostly statistics, per-
centages of increases, dollars of income,

(Continued on page 15)

To the delightful music of the marimba played by members of the Inter-é’merican Division, the

congregation sang the heart-warming song, “Beyond the Sun.




The Day Is at Hand

SERMON, FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 1966, 8:00 P.M.

By E. E. CLEVELAND
Associate Secretary, General Conference Ministerial Association

Our text is pregnant with warning,
promise, and admonition. “The night is
far spent” (Rom. 13:11, 12). Opportu-
nity for repentance is now severely lim-
ited, since time for this is running out.
“What thou doest, do quickly,” “redeem-
ing the time,” “now is the accepted
time,” say more to us than they did to
our parents. We are nearer, much
nearer, the end than they. Man's very
existence on this planet is threatened by
weapons too frightful to name. The
earth itself is suffering the pollution of
its natural resources, Man is a prisoner
of his own technology, for the factories
that produce our goods pollute the very
air we breathe and the water we drink.
Truly, our only way out is up!

But our text is also bright with prom-
ise. “The day is at hand.” The day of
our Lord’s return. The day when the
heavens open and the trembling earth
yields her dead. The day when these vile
bodies of ours are changed. The day
when Christ leads the triumphant train
of the redeemed on a trek through space
to the eternal city. That day is at hand!

But what of the night? When our first
parents sinned, a curtain of darkness
covered the earth—a darkness thicker
than a thousand midnights. We who were
born since then, were born in the dark.
So accustomed are we to the dark that
we think of it as the day. In this we see
through a glass darkly. We have seen
during these 6,000 years only veiled re-
flections of God’s glory. We have never
seen, as did Adam and Lve, the un-
veiled face of the Saviour. But the day
is not far hence when we shall see Him
face to face. ““The night is far spent, the
day is at hand.” “The night is almost
gone, The day is coming on; O it must
be the breaking of the day!”

The Night of Human Conflict

But what of the night—the night of
human conflict? Man has proved in
6,000 years that he is incapable of self-
rule without Christ. The mightiest em-

ires of earth have demonstrated this
?act. Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-
Persia, Grecia, and Rome rose with the
promise of a thousand years of glory, yet
each collapsed at last under the weight
of its own pride. Seventh-day Adventists
have from the start been students of
prophecy. We hate war and all of its at-
tendant misery. But we recognize in the
rise and fall of nations the finger of God
foretelling the ultimate end of all hu-
man government and the second coming
of the Lord. “And in the days of these
kings shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed:
and the kingdom shall not be left to
other people, but it shall break in pieces
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and consume all these kingdoms, and it
shall stand for ever” (Dan. 2:44).

Yes, this is the secret of our peace. We
have hope in the coming of the Lord.
Therefore, we fear not falling bombs,
nor any other death-dealing human con-
trivance. We are comforted with the
hope of Job that “though after my skin
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh
shall I see God” (Job 19:26). We ap-
plaud the efforts of statesmen to find a
formula for lasting peace, and indeed of-
fer ourselves to any such effort, for our
Lord has said, “Blessed are the peace-
makers.” But our knowledge of Bible

rophecy balances our optimism for the
immediate future. We applaud and sup-
port every moral proposal to reconcile
man with his fellow man. But the finger
of prophecy has foretold the ultimate
bankruptcy of all human effort. Our
hope is in the coming of the Lord. “The
night of human administration is almost
gone. The day of divine guidance is com-
ing on. It must be the breaking of the
day.”

The Night of Babylonian Confusion

Another night, the night of Babylonian
confusion, is far spent. The poor sinner
today has a harder time finding truth
than ever before, for from many pulpits
of the world error is expounded as truth,
and truth is condemned as error, The
“falling away” referred to in 2 Thessalo-
nians 2:3 1s wellnigh complete. The
preachments of Kierkegaard, Tillich, and
Barth have robbed the Bible of its au-
thority. And the number of ministers who
declare that the law is no longer binding
is legion. The present wave of lawlessness
is attributable in great measure to this
doctrine. And what of the state of the
dead? Plato and his natural immortality
theory has long been accepted in Protes-
tant and Catholic communions. The Bib-
lical story that the dead are dead until
the resurrection is forcefully proclaimed
on a round world by Seventh-day Advent-
ists. The Sabbath, health reform, and tith-
ing are all part and parcel of the good
news of the gospel. And as for the judg-
ment, we Adventists stand alone in pro-
claiming that the hour of the judgment is
come, that “the Lord is in his holy tem-
ple,” and that from the Most Holy Place
of the sanctuary He ministers to His wait-
ing people.

Elder Spicer was riding on a plane
from South America. Sitting next to him
was a priest who greeted him warmly.
“To what church do you belong?” he
asked Elder Spicer. “Oh, I'm a Seventh-
day Adventist,” he replied. “We have
some of them in our town. I wish they
would go somewhere elsel” said the
priest. “That is exactly our program—to

go somewhere else—everywhere else in
fact,” answered Elder Spicer. And then
he added, “If you would preach the judg-
ment, we wouldn't have to come to town.”

“1 preach the judgment!” the priest re-
plied. “All right, when did it begin?”
asked Elder Spicer. “Well, I don’t know
that,” replied the priest. “You see,” said
Elder Spicer, “that's why we Adventists
come to town. We know when the judg
ment began|”

The night of individual missionary in-
activity is far spent. Too long we have
labored for souls afar, while our next-
door nei%hbors knew little of our faith, If
you would ask me, What is the greatest
hindrance to the fullest revelation of the
Spirit’s power in the church? I would an-
swer—too many idle hands, too many idle
feet. For years we have been urged by the
pen of the Lord's messenger to become
witnesses—or to become miserable wan-
derers for untold years on this earth. It is
impossible to know what we know and
not communicate it. There is no substi-
tute for personal door-to-door witnessing
to the faith we hold. Our tools are many,
our literature is attractive, our training
classes efficient—but where are the saints
when a world must be faced? I'll tell you.
Fast asleep! Must we wait until the little
time of trouble awakens us to our duty?
Must the sword pry us from our comforta-
ble homes and television sets? Is our slee
so deep that the story of God’s love ang
human need falls on deaf ears? I reject
this premise. I say this need not be!
‘This General Conference can be the be-
ginning of the revival that will carry
through to the kingdom. But it must start
with each of us. When will we realize that
we cannot love God and the message and
let our neighbors go unwarned?

Financial liberality is not enough. Nor
can I see much profit in the “weekly
wailing wall.”” By this I mean, those who
sit in the “scorner’s seat” and criticize the
rest of us while not giving a single Bible
study themselves. I was in the midst of
an intensive campaign. At the close of the
service attended by more than 2,700 peo-
ple, a solemn-faced man volunteered this
verbal encouragement: “The work will
never be finished like this.” “Yes,
brother,” I replied, “and if we were all
sitting down like you, it would not have
gotten started.” And I say to you that
the greatest critics of the church are mak-
ing no contact at all with the unsaved
public. Like the mule who stopped plow:
ing and would kick at the mere approach
of the farmer, they find it easier to kick
than to plow, Thank God, the night of
Laodicean lethargy is far spent.

Doctrine of Grace Perverted

But I fear the most serious error of con-
temporary theology is the perversion of
the doctrine of divine grace. Adventists
believe that a soul is saved from sin by
grace through faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and that His merits alone are ac-
ceptable to God. But that genuine faith
is never really alone! “But wilt thou
know, O vain man, that faith without
works is dead?” (James 2:20). We are not
saved by faithless works nor workless
faith. Neither are we saved by faith and
works, Rather are we saved by faith that
works! Living faith in our hearts lays
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claim to divine grace, which transforms
and reforms the life. Grace brings the
life into harmony with, and obedience to,
the moral law. Romans 3:31 reads: “Do
we then make void the law through faith?
God forbid: yea, we establish the law.”
When we speak of obedience to the law,
we recognize that man’s most perfect
deed is im‘Perfect in the sight of God, but
when performed with one’s best effort
and in sincerity, our works are accepted
of God and our deficiencies atoned for
with the merits of Christ. This in essence
is a summary of the doctrine of right-
eousness by faith. And this we believe.
The night of Babylonian confusion is far
spent. It has already cost heaven millions
of lives. The day is at hand!

A Day of Physical Change

It is a day of physical change. “Beloved,

now are we the sons of God, and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when he shall appear, we shall
be like him; for we shall see him as he is"
(I John 3:2). To be forever delivered
_from sorrow, pain, and death—“O that
will be glory for me!” “For this corrupti-
ble must put on incorruption, and this
mortal must put on immortality. So when
this corruptible shall have put on incor-
ruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to
pass the saying that is written, Death is
swallowed up in victory” (I Cor. 15:
53, 54). “The last enemy that shall be
destroyed is death” (I Cor. 15:
26). Here is the clearest proof that the
dead are really dead. Death is an enemy!
If death meant the exodus of the soul to
a better world, then she would be a
friend! And while dying we would not
struigle so manfully to stay alive.

The coming of Christ will mean reun-
ion with loved ones separated by death.
Having lost a2 mother, father, and nephew
to the grim reaper, this for me is per-
sonally reassuring. “For the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise fixst: then we which are alive
and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:16, 17). The
night of death is almost gone. The day of
the resurrection is coming on. It must be
the breaking of the day!

The coming of Christ will mean deliv-
erance from our sinful environment. We
will know at last the atmosphere of
heaven and the uninterrupted fellowship
of saints and angels. We who have be-
come so accustomed to the tainted atmos-
phere of evil will know at last the pure
atmosphere of heaven.

It will mean face-to-face communion
with the Lord. This is the essential differ-
ence between day and night. Before man
sinned he enjoyed the privilege of face-
to-face communion with his Maker. This
was, and is, the ultimate relationship be-
tween man and his Maker. Under its
terms there is no night, no darkness to the
soul. It is the restoration of this privilege
that will restore to the soul the light of
unending day. Throughout our lives we
have been recipients of His blessings, and
custodians of £vine favor. We have come
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to love 2 God as yet unseen by us, and
yet whose universal presence is every-
where evident, 2 God who is so deeply in-
terested in us as individuals that He took
our place before the bar of justice and
for 33 years for our sakes lived as a man
among men. He was “born in obscurity,
raised in poverty, He pleaded like a
lawyer, healed like a doctor, lived like a
saint, died like a hero, rose like God Al-
mighty, and ascended into heaven where
He ever liveth to make intercession for
us.” The prospect of face-to-face commun-
ion with Christ feeds our hope in the
coming of the Lord.

The Urgency of This Hour

Let us turn our attention to the ur-
gency of this hour. Our text declares that
the night is “far spent” and the day is
“at hand.” This places us in the gray
“no man’s land“ between the two, “the
passing of the night and the breaking of
the day’* The coming King is at the
door! I am aware that there are those who
would rationalize the second coming of
Christ to be a thousand years hence.
However, there are non-Biblical influ-
ences that would negate this:

1. The spread of nuclear weapons and
man’s demonstrated inability to control
himself. His noble but frustrated strivings
for peace pathetically proclaim the bank-
ruptcy of the human spirit. Unless Christ
comes soon, man will destroy himself. To
prevent this catastrophe, Christ will come
soon! We face the dissolution of all things
man-made on this earth,

2. The inability of medical science to
overtake the galloping spiral of human
sickness. For every disease contained, new
forms of physical misery appear. Man
and microbe are in a battle to the death.
The ultimate survival of man lies in the
coming of the Lord.

3. Crimes of violence are on the in-
crease. The cities’ streets are no longer
safe. When locked in at night, men are
virtual prisoners in their own homes.

4. The increased divorce rate and the
rising tide of immorality threatening the
family unit. Let the home collapse, and
civilization is without human foundation.
And what will break the cycle of misery
but the coming of the Lord?

But most convincing of all is the prom-
ise of the Lord himself: “I will come
again” (John 14:1.3). Said the angels:
“This same Jesus, which is taken up from
you into heaven, shall so come mn like
manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven” (Acts 1:11). We also have the
witness of the prophets. “Behold, he com-
eth . . .” (Rev. L:7). “Our God shall

come . ..” (Ps. 50:3). “For the Lord him-
self shall descend . . * (1 Thess. 4:16).
“He ariseth to shake terribly the earth”
(Isa. 2:19).

Seeing, then, that these things are in-
deed upon us, “let us . . . cast off the
works of darkness, and let us put on the
armour of light” (Rom. 13:12). This cast-
ing off of the works of darkness involves
repentance. Repentance is literally a
change of attitude toward our sins. And if
we are willing, God will give us a truly
repentant heart. “Except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3).
“Repent ye therefore, and be converted,
that your sins may be blotted out, when

the times of refreshing shall come from
the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19).

As we are assembled here tonight, there
needs to be a casting off of the works of
darkness. We have deep spiritual needs.
There is a Laodicean lethargy here.
There is need for a deeper work of grace
in our own souls. There are relatively
few who follow religiously 2 consistent
devotional life of daily prayer and Bible
study. This mysterious stupor must be
cast off! There are altogether too many
deliberate sinners in Zijon, men and
women who would make God impotent
in His own universe. Be it known to all
that God is not asleep. And therefore,
“whatsoever a2 man soweth, that shall he
also reap” (Gal. 6:7). Either we face Him
now as a loving Father or we face Him
later as an avenging judge. Now is the
time to make a clear break with deliberate
transgression!

And what are our sins? Lying, stealing,
committing adultery and all other forms
of immorality, idolatry, covetousness,
Sabbathbreaking, pessimism, lack of love
for God and man. These sins are among
us, O Israell And I say to you, in the
name of God, let us cast them offf All
heaven is astir, for the time of revival is
here. Some are waiting for some compel-
ling power to take hold of them. They
must act as individuals and the promised
blessing will come. As individuals we
must plead with God for the bestowal of
His Spirit on our needy souls. And it
will be. At Pentecost the visible symbol
of the Spirit’s presence, the cloven
tongues of fire, rested over each man's
head. The Spirit’s endorsement was in-
dividual. But because each man sought
the power, all received. And so it is today.
And now is the time to clear the channel
between the soul and the Saviour.

This done, the power of our witness will
return in Pentecostal proportions. This
done, and our world will soon be bathed
in gospel glory. This done, and our mem-
bership will be aroused, and go forth as
living witnesses for God.

“A revival of true godliness among us
is the greatest and most urgent of all
our needs. To seek this should be our
first work."—Selected Messages, book 1,
p- 121,

“That means more than a mass re-
sgonse to an altar call. It means more
than mere attendance at meetings. It
means that if you fail in everything else
—you from this moment will make it your
supreme business to find God in all His
fullness; to make God the center around
which all your life revolves; and that you
will set the Lord always before your face.”

An artist had painted a vivid portrayal
of a storm at sea. One admirer of his
painting lingered to ask a question. “How
are you able to picture so faithfully the
storm?” “I went one day to the sea,” re-
plied the artist. “The storm was raging. I
had myself strapped to the mast of the
ship and driven into the heart of the
storm. The rain fell in sheets whipped
by the wind. The waves swept over me
again and again. I became a part of the
storm.”” Likewise, may we by faith enter
into a covenant relationship with Christ
that will portray to the world through us
His righteous character. May this be true
of each of us tonight. Amen.
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Christian Record Braille
Foundation

By C. G. CROSS, General Manager

The Christian Record Braille Founda-
tion workers believe in the descriptive
motto of this General Conference Ses-
sion, “Behold, He Cometh,” and in the
assuring theme “We Have This Hope.”
We go all the way with Revelation 1:7,
from which the challenging motto was
chosen, and repeat it to thousands of
blind people and those with dimming
vision each year. Our district representa-
tives visit these people in their homes.
After helping them in every possible
way, they often have prayer with them
and their families, and then hold their
hands firmly and say, “Friend, in parting
I want to leave you with a promise from
the Holy Scriptures. Revelation, chapter
one, verse seven, was written for all of
us; but I think it is particularly for you.
It says, ‘Behold, he cometh with clouds,
and every eye shall see him.””

We believe that Seventh-day Advent-
ists do more for the approximately 18
million blind and 126 million visually
handicapped people in the world than
does any other denomination. This is
God’s work.

Since 1899, when our work was offi-
cially organized, this General Conference
institution has spread the love of God
across the world. We now send out nine
magazines for all age levels, seven Bible
correspondence courses, hundreds of
books from our free lending library, and
many special items into 83 countries. Al
these services are free. Most countries al-
low them to travel postage free.

Some of the latest developments in
services within the industry are those
which originated in our plant; for ex-
ample, (1) Full Vision Books, which
make it possible for blind parents to read
to their preschool sighted children and
hold their attention. (2) Large print
with silhouetted letters. We researched
many styles of print, colors of paper,
sizes of pages, and spacing of letters and
then produced a magazine. We have be-
gun to produce books in large print.
The first is Steps to Christ and the sec-
ond is Thoughts From the Mount of
Blessing. Millions of people need large
print, many more than those who need
Braille. (3) Tape Lending Library. Dur-
ing the past two years volunteers from
all over the United States have been
reading books onto tapes. We have these
and music and poetry tapes circulating
in the new Tape Lending Library. We
hope to have all the Ellen G. White
books on tape by the end of 1967.

New developments in our tape and
record departments may enable us to
send recorded and taped books overseas
within a year or two.

You may be interested to know that
we have a Sabbath school class of almost
2,000 people who study the same lessons
that you and I study each day.
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Between 30,000 and 40,000 people in
the United States and Canada become
blind each year. Our district representa-
tives help find these people and then
work with them to help them make their
great adjustments. Certainly we need 100
district representatives where we now
have one. Eighty-five were listed in our
latest fiscal report. While they are in the
areas of the blind they solicit funds from
businessmen and organizations to spon-
sor this work. Becanse of necessity we
comply with the national accrediting
agency and with State and city govern-
ments and use all publicsolicited funds
for nonsectarian services. Seventh-day
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C. G. Cross

Adventists contribute the funds for the
production of the testing truths.

Our total budget is a half million dol-
lars this year. The organization with its
holdings, our new plant, equipment, sup-
plies, and inventory has a net worth of
$1,053,991. Our general policy is to use
all funds in the year in which they are
given; thus the donors know that their
contributions are used to produce serv-
ices immediately. About 5 per cent is re-
tained for replacement of equipment.
Our greatest need is for Adventist money
so we can publish more of the testing
truths. Last year an SDA who died left
$12,600 in her will for the Christian
Record work. That gift has been a real
inspiration to us. We need so many of
our people to remember this specific
work in their wills,

All of our services have been in the
English language until recently. We
have just published two books in Span-
ish Braille, and we are experimenting
with two Bible correspondence courses
in Spanish, one on tapes and the other
on records. Most of the world, and even
millions of people in the United States,
use languages other than English. Some-
how we must find ways to serve in those
languages.

We congratulate our leaders and peo-
ple who in a few spots around the globe

are trying to prepare literature for their
indigenous citizens. The Christian Rec-
ord Braille Foundation has helped to get
this work started in some fields. We stand
ready to assist other fields. We believe a
service program, a public relations pro-
gram, and a solicitation program such
as we conduct in North America can be
operated in many countries.

We receive great joy in providing
scholarships to blind youth who coura-
geously compete with sighted youth on the
college level. Employers in private, cor-
porate, and government business are giv-
ing more and more qualified blind peo-
ple opportunities to work.

Maybe God looks upon some blind
people as true heroes. Their lives have
done something to ours. What do you
think of these people?

A man lost his eyesight and hands in
an accident. He wanted to read God's
Word so much that he actually learned
to read raised characters with his lips and
tongue—and left faint streaks of blood
on practically every line. But he per-
severed and mastered the art before dy-
ing.

The head engineer of a world-famous
company lost his sight and was so crushed
by the experience that he almost lost his
sanity. He stepped away from the job
that had been his life, away from his
church, clubs, friends. He tried to die.
In the trough of despair he received a
Christian Record Talking Magazine.
Among other features, we had inter-
viewed a few people who had gone
through the same situation and were now
active in society despite their blindness.
He learned from others and made the
long struggle, and wrote, “That maga-
zine has saved my life!”

Pastor F. C. Wyman, of Burma, is a
wonderful blessing to blind people. He
talks with them on his trips. Once he
wrote about a blind man who told him,
“A blind man in the Chin Hills is worse
than an animal.” So many countries have
no program or have extremely poor pro-
grams to educate and train and employ
the blind. At least an animal can get its
food, but a blind man in those areas
starves for food, for understanding, for
affection, for education, for work, and for
a knowledge of God.

There are 144 million blind and vis-
ually handicapped people in the world
now, and the official prediction is dou-
ble that number in 34 years! That means
there will be 288 million blind and vis-
ually handicapped people. If someone
would suddenly discover a new continent
populated with 288 million people, our
denomination would leap at the oppor-
tunity to send every type of worker and
millions of dollars to teach the gospel of
Jesus Christ to those people. Well there
is the continent.

We are most grateful for God's guid-
ance and blessing. We thank the board
members and our workers in the plant
and in the field for their sincere efforts.
We thank our people who pray for and
contribute to this program. We thank the
thousands of business friends and organ-
izations who make it possible to produce
about 85 per cent of all services.

What a day it will be when blind peo-
ple see Christ face to face!
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Lessons in Triumph

SABBATH MORNING SERMON, JUNE 25, 1966

By W. R. BEACH
Secretary of the General Gonference

Triumph is the Christian watchword,
the leitmotiv of Christian teaching. Vic-
tory runs like a steel cable through the
thought and pattern of the Christian life.

Jesus was the symbol of triumph. He
was victory. He had no thought of fail-
ure or defeat for His mission or His
cause. “For the sake of the joy that lay
ahead of him, [He] endured the cross,
making light of its disgrace, and has taken
his seat at the right hand of the throne
of God” (Heb. 12:2, N.E.B.).*

The apostle Paul, too, lived and died
in a trivmphant atmosphere. He under-
stood and proclaimed that a “remnant
shall be saved,” and that God will “finish
the work” (Rom. 9:27, 28). He was
confident that the last trump of triumph
would ring out, that the crowns would
be granted.

The apostle John on his lonely Isle of
Patmos had visions of victory. “Behold,
he cometh” was his Spirit-prompted exul-
tation. The angel of the revelation un-
veiled prophetic picture after prophetic
picture, until the apostle saw, finally, the
countless host of the redeemed assembled
from “all nations, and kindreds, and peo-
ple, and tongues” on the fire-flushed sea
of glass (Rev. 7).

We, too, look forward to that grand
finale, that goal toward which march the
pilgrim saints of all ages as they struggle,
stumble, and climb upward. The day
eternal casts a radiant glow upon our
day, giving perspective and meaning to
every human situation. Let us ponder,
then, on this ‘great day of the feast,”
the apostolic lessons of triumph that the
church of the remnant should appropri-
ate in view of that grand finale.

Our textbook is the Acts of the Apos
tles; the scene is Jerusalem. In chapter 3
we see Peter and John, out of a paucity of
things but a wealth of love, heal a lame
man and then proclaim the gospel to the
crowd which gathers. In chapter 4 comes
the opposition which never failed to ma-
terialize. The apostles were seized and
placed in prison. The next day they were
brought before the Sanhedrin.

Now, in that day, the Sanbedrin was
the embodiment of totalitarian opposi-
tion. Theology, ecclesiastical authority,
and political acumen were arrayed in
the defense of vested interests and against
the apostles. The cultural snobbery of the
Sadducees dominated the Sanhedrin.
In the eyes of the nationalists the idea of
miracles, particularly of a bodily resur-
rection, seemed ridiculous. A formidable
opposition, indeed.

Yet, incredible as it may appear, the
Sanhedrin lost the battle. Christ's re-

*The New English Bible, New Testament. ® The

Delegates of the Oxford Univemity_ Press and the
Syndics of the Cambridge University Press 1961.
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demptive community, which brought to-
gether the “new born,” the “elect,” the
“saints,” in a church “service,” catried the
day as the Master had promised.

On the very day He first alluded to it
as a conquering power that would storm
the very gates of hell Jesus had described
His church (Matt. 16:13-19). His words
were not just theoretical, because the
early church revealed precisely this
strength. She was imperfect—she was not
without fault and weakness—but she was
a mighty force for God. In spite of op-
position, the church triumphed.

The Challenge That Faces the Church
Today

The church of the remnant, likewise,
is face to face with a black array of
inimical forces. Mankind’'s woefully mis-
placed loyalties challenge it as never be-
fore. More than half the earth’s popula-
tions embrace an anti-God philosophy
which, despite peaceful coexistence, in-
tends eventually to “bury” the Bible way
of life. Gifted men and women write
books, or smile patiently from the tele-
vision screen, instructing us that God is
really just the projection of man’s father-
image, that Christ is something like a
legend, that religion is a changing fashion
enveloped in the cosmic floods of time.

Other teachers are bent on eliminating
guilt rather than sin. Secularism, if not
stark atheism, conditions more and more
a world where city streets often become
jungles of terror. Then, in so many areas
of earth there is the awful gloom filled
with sick, sad-faced men and women. In
city and country, in forest and desert
and plain, countless millions still wander
in the deep death shade of sin. So many
homes are draped in the deepest black.

On many fronts the church faces a
fierce battle with the combined forces of
opposition. The frustration and strife
and bitterness of the world threaten to
infiltrate the church with disunity and
dissension. Add to all this an unfinished
task. Does this awesome and forbidding
future promise good or evil for God’s
purpose? The answer is simple and clear;
the church today can—and—will tri-
umph, by applying the lessons set forth
in the conduct of the apostolic church.

A Compelling Power

Let us mention, first, that the apostolic
church was gripped by an irresistible
compulsion.

One is immediately struck by the tre-
mendous motivation of the apostles.
When they were told pointedly “not to
speak at all nor teach in the name of
Jesus,” they replied simply, “We cannot
but speak” (Acts 4:18, 20). Within them

was a compulsion that made it impossible
for them to act otherwise.

Notice that this compulsion stemmed in
the first place from an intense convic-
tion: “We cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard.” These
men had walked with Jesus; they had
heard His words and marveled at His
works. Then their world had collapsed
around them in the darkness of Calvary.
Jesus was dead! Their minds were be-
numbed with sorrow and despair.

But something completely changed
their outlook. There was the first be-
wilderment when they had stood staring
into the empty tomb and realized that
Jesus was not there. Suddenly, their
doubts were lifted. Jesus Himself stood
before them. “Handle me and see,” He
said. Jesus triumphant over death! In-
credible—but gloriously and wonderfully
true. The Master lived!

It was in the setting of this experience
that the order came to cease all activity.
“You tell us to be quiet! One may as
easily command the sun to stop shining
or all the waves of all the oceans to be
still. These things are part of our lives.
We know whereof we speak, and we
must speak. We have a message and this
message must be proclaimed.”

So must we face the world today. This
age is inoculated with mild forms of
faith and practice. Men have become im-
mune to real things. Religion is watered
down to mean as little as possible. Recent
generations have taken the attitude that
it does not make much difference what a
man believes so long as he lives a good
life. Goodness has become a matter of
opinion rather than conviction, of pre-
vailing custom rather than principle.

In this context the apostolic lesson,
serves well. Those early Christians knew
why they were Christians. They knew
what they believed, and they believed it.
So must we believe our beliefs. “Speak
for God?” some exclaim; “we cannot
speak!” The apostle said, “We cannot
but speak.” This is far more than the dif-
ference of a word. It indicates a basic
difference in the way of life.

Of course we want to be religious. Nor
would we renounce the Advent faith.
This would be to our everlasting shame.
From the beginning, “Behold, He cometh”
has made us a distinctive people. The
name Seventh-day Adventist is not am-
biguous. Some may call themselves Sev-
enth-day Adventists for ambiguous rea-
sons—by reason of birth, for instance.
Strictly speaking, however, to be born
into a Seventh-day Adventist home does
not make a man or a woman a Seventh-
day Adventist any more than to be born
in a hospital makes one a doctor or a
nurse.

So many hope to practice the Advent
faith in some decently quiet, selfish, un-
ostentatious manner. Like many so-called
Christians today, they would keep their
faith as a wholly personal and private
matter. For such, “I have my theological
convictions” is a familiar cliché. But this
is not sufficient. Convictions must issue
in compulsion. It suffices not that we be-
lieve and lay hold upon the great truths
of God’s good news; these truths must lay
hold upon wus. Justification, sanctifica-
tion, and glorification must become com-
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pelling realities in Christ. We must speak;
we must speak because of the joy of our
own salvation; we must speak because this
is God’s way of revealing salvation to
others.

The apostolic compulsion did stem, too,
from a divine command. Jesus had said to
them, “You shall be my witnesses” (Acts
1:8, R.S.V.). Now Peter says, “Whether
it is right in the sight of God to listen to
you rather than to God, you must
judge” (Acts 4:19, RS.V.).

Should we obey God? To put the ques-
tion is to answer it. We sometimes talk
about heresy as if it related only to creed
and dogma. But disobedience is heresy
also. It is shocking to many to read the
Sermon on the Mount carefully and to
find that the very first command Christ
gave to the committed group on the
mountainside was to share in public wit-
ness. Said He: “Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who
is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16, R.S.V.). Partici-
pation preceded indoctrination.

There might be close-knit theology,
noble cathedrals, impressive liturgical
pageantry, beautiful vestments, and inspir-
ing music, but if the unequivocal impera-
tive to carry the good news of salvation
and the commandments of Jesus to all
men is not actively heeded, the church
is not that of Christ. Failure to under-
stand and to do the will of God emascu-
lates the essential idea of gospel organi-
zation.

How strange that we hesitate so often
in so many ways to speak for God. The
church of the remnant will triumph; but
to do so she must be gripped by an
irresistible compulsion, so filled with in-
tense conviction that she must speak. And
to speak is not the responsibility of a
few but of every child of God!

Irrefutable Evidence

The church that triumphs today must
present to the world irrefutable evidence.
Such is the second apostolic lesson.

Let us return to Peter and John. They
had preached God’s good news. Jesus had
lived, died, and risen from the dead,
and would come a second time, “sin done
away, to bring salvation [release]” (Heb.
9:28, N.E.B.).* But what evidence was
there for these supernatural claims? Very
simply: a healed man. Who made this
man whole? Jesus of Nazareth: “It was
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead; it is by his name that this
man stands here before you fit and well.
.. . And when they saw the man who had
been cured standing with them, they had
nothing to say in reply” (Acts 4:10-14,
N.E.B.).* Let the Sadducees deny the
supernatural; let them scoff at the idea
of miracles—before them stood irrefut-
able evidence.

The church triumphant will proclaim
God's good news in a comprehensive set-
ting. The resources of history, science,
and theology will be marshaled to ensure
success. Supporting institutions are essen-
tial to the fulfillment of God’s purpose;
they are of His planting. However, God’s
redemptive community being what it is,
His message ever must be groc]aimed not
only by the word spoken but by the life

14 [190]

lived. The “healed man” was the apos-
tolic evidence—not a man healed in body
alone, but a man made whole in his basic
nature, a man whose life had been trans-
formed by the power of God, a man who
had become a new creation.

Every Seventh-day Adventist is to stand
before the world as a “healed man”—a
living evidence of the power of God. The
messenger’s life will be a part of his mes-
sage. Our own lives will be the irrefutable
evidence of the truth we proclaim.
G. Campbell Morgan was right when
he said, “The church that is not healing
man has no argument.” The world is sick
of hypocrisy and empty chatter. Primar-
ily, people want to know what God has
done for individuals, what He will do for
them. Those who never have had an en-
counter with God or who are fleeing from
Him are little interested in the latest
theories about God. They long to see a
revelation of God’s character so they can
observe in a measurable way just what
God does for people and whether this is
worth having,.

Let it be clear, however, that it is not
our religion that we are to share; it is
Christ’s. Some like to say, “I don’t speak
to others about Christ; I just let my life
speak.” What some of us gorget is that it
is precisely because our lives are not good
enough, nor ever can be, that we must
have the courage to witness by word. If
our doctrine is not better than our lives,
our lives will soon become worse than
they are. The miraculous new creation
which takes place in our lives becomes
the subject of witness; but between this
change in life and the glorious matchless
reality of Christ will ever exist a yawning
gap. Pure doctrine must fill this gap, for
it presents Christ in our stead. So the
perfect witness involves a proclamation
of God's good news through the life and
the word. Any other formula is the “form
of godliness” without the “power
thereof.”

Nor should we ever judge the spiritu-
ality and effectiveness of our work by
the number of activities we sponsor. Ac-
tivity alone is not a trustworthy indica-
tion of spiritual life or true accomplish-
ment. The real question is, Why these
activities? What are the results? Are they
aimed at betrothing men forever with
their God and making them whole in
Christ? The “healed man” is the essence
of God’s work—the irrefutable evidence
that compels victory.

God’s Inexhaustible Power

The third lesson from the apostolic
church is that triumph stems from God’s
inexhaustible power.

Notice, now, the absurdity revealed in
the Jerusalem meeting described in Acts
3 and 4. The spectacle is ludicrous to
say the least. Here, sitting cross-legged in
a great semicircle, are the religious dig-
nitaries, the best minds and names of
Judea. In the center stand the two apos-
tles and the unnamed man who had
been healed. The contrast is striking.
The three men arraigned before this ec-
clesiastical court had no wealth, no so-
cial prominence, no official support.
They were ’‘unlearned and ignorant
men” (Acts 4:13); that is, they had no
formal rabbinical training. They were

just common people—laymen in con-
trast to the assembled dignitaries.

Yet the victory belonged to Peter and
John and to God’s redemptive commu-
nity, not to the Sanhedrin’s elite. How
could the aﬁostles stand against such op-
position? The answer is that they relied
upon an inexhaustible power, the power
of a risen Christ—a power that had shat
tered the tomb and broken the shackles
of death. This power took hald of them
and actuated them through the indwell-
ing of the Spirit of God. The result was
triumph. We read, “They spake the word
of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31). They
spoke freely, clearly, fully. There was no
stifling of the message, no hesitation—
the power of God rested upon them,
“And day by day the Lord added to their
number those whom he was saving”
(Acts 2:47, N.E.B.).*

The Power of the Holy Spirit

Such was the result. Let us trace back-
ward the factors that contributed to this
triumph. We notice that this powerful
ministry of the word was wholly the re-
sult of the activity of the Holy Spirit.
They were all “filled with the Holy
Spirit and spoke the word” (Acts 4:31,
N.E.B.).* It was God at work, and not
men only. Human resources and per-
sonal ingenuity had little or no place in
the narrative. Personal glory medals for
outstanding performance gave place to
the new age foretold by the prophet.
Through him God had said, “I will pour
out my spirit upon all flesh” (Joel 2:28).
As a consequence, a church of pros and
cons became the church of great acts. To-
day we are thrilled as we read of the
mighty miracles, the unbelievable deeds
accomplished by these men once the
Holy Spirit entered their hearts.

The same power is promised for our
age of sophisticated error. The apostle
Peter predicted a last spiritual “refresh-
ing . . . from the presence of the Lord"
to take place immediately prior to the
“restitution of all things” and the return
of Jesus (Acts 3:19-21). The Scriptures
call this great flash of divine power the
“latter rain” (Deut. 11:14; Jer. 5:24;
Zech. 10:1). It will follow the work of th
“former rain.” '

All must know the experience of the
former rain so that they can enter into
the blessings of the latter rain, Many fail
to receive the former rain and the bene-
fits therefrom that God provides. Such
expect that somehow the lack will be
supplied in the glorious latter-rain expe-
rience. But this is not God’s way. The
work that He begins in the human heart
through light and knowledge must be
continually going forward. We must ad-
vance daily in the exemplification of the
active Christian virtues (the grace of the
former rain). Otherwise, we shall not
even recognize the manifestations of the
Holy Spirit in the latter rain. In fact,
the last great “spiritual refreshing from
the presence of the Lord” may fall on
loving hearts all around us though we do
not discern or receive it.

Strange? Yet this is God’s way, and to-
day He is adding His power according
to plan. He is giving, we believe, the lat-
ter-rain experience. According to His
promise He is pouring out His Spirit
“upon all flesh” (Joel 2:28). There can
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be no mistaking this, We may not dis-
cern it or experience it; but thousands
do. Thousands are revealing, according
to pattern, the intense sacrificial giving
and going and living and speaking of
Pentecost. Friendliness and kindness flow
freely from them. They believe that God
will triumph. They can live calmly and
serenely amid stress. Rumors do not con-
found them, nor do threats frighten
them. They are fully secure and coura-
geous; they have self-control; their lives
bespeak such power as to amaze all with
whom they come in contact.

Prayer Is the Key

The apostle Paul gives the key that
unlocks this power. He tells us that
“when we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is the
Spirit himself' bearing witness with our
spirit that we are children of God, and
if children, then heirs, heirs of God and
fellow heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:15-17,
R.S8.V.). Prayer, then, is the key. For
those who wunderstand this, Pentecost
does not remain merely a hallowed mem-
ory; through daily supplication Pente-
cost becomes a living, daily experience.

Thus, the apostolic story turns back
one further step: “When they had ended
their prayer . . . ,” we read, “all were
filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 4:31,
N.EB.).*

We might say that there are the three
great inseparables:

One, the power of God.
Two, the infilling of the Holy Spirit.
Three, the exercise of prayer.

The triumphant experience starts with
prayer. But do we not pray? Of course
we do—in a way. But the apostolic
prayer was not just a form, not just
words, or an emergency measure. Apos-
tolic prayer was not to bring God to the
churclli but to lift the church to God.
And the prayer that will bring inexhaust-
ible power today will be this apostolic
prayer. Such prayer is to identify our

see greater manifestations of the Spirit
as we march across streets and seas in
harmony with the apostolic commission.
The time is hastening apace when the
whole church will go everywhere preach-
ing the word. Should not this great mani-
festation fulfill prophecy and usher in
that glorious day?

Let us resolve just now to accept God’s
summons for us personally, and to take

this: mighty challenge to every land and
church. The people of must be
aroused from slumber to forget the

warmth and comfort of the bed we may
have made for ourselves in too many
places, and to heed the cry of desperate,
dying humanity. Let us form here an
unconquerable fellowship, and accept a
new vision of the multitudes of God's

children outside our doors, out in the
darkness of sin. Let us go to them with-
out delay, these words upon our lips and
in our hearts:

“Lead me to some soul today,

Oh, teach me, Lord, just what to say:
Friends of mine are lost in sin,

And cannot find their way.

Few there are who seem to care,
And few there are who pray;

Note my heart, fill my lite,

Give me one soul today.”

So doing, we shall demonstrate to all
earth and heaven that we have learned
well the apostolic lessons of triumph,
and that we are on our way to achieving
God’s unchanging purpose and the

church's glorious destiny.

The flag-bedecked counter of the Far Eastern Division booth regresents the many countries within

that division. In the booth are Mrs. H. edwell, wife of the president of the Southeast Asia

Union; Mrs. E. R. Chinnock, wife of the MV and temperance secretary of the Japan Union Mission;
and her son, Larry, dressed as a typical Japanese boy.

lives and our purposes with God’s life
and God’s purposes. The essence of such

prayer is to become one with God in
Christ and to be used for His glory.

When we pray this prayer, power and
unity and devotion will abound. Then
we shall not say as some do, “Lord, bless
the church and provide for its financial
needs; but I cannot tithe, I cannot sacri-
fice.” Nor shall we say, “Many need the
gospel; many need healing ,and must be
taught; but I cannot go.” Nor shall we
express by our actions, if not by our
words, “Lord, there are so many homes
draped in darkest night, without any
contact with the church; but I cannot
visit, I cannot evangelize.” The yawning
gap between profession and possession
wiﬁ be filled with the Spirit.

“God will today endow men and
women with power from above, as He
endowed those who on the Day of Pente-
cost heard the word of salvation. At this
very hour His spirit and His grace are
for all who need them and will take
Him at His word.”—Testimonies, vol. 8,
p- 20.

“Let Christians put away all dissen-
sion, and give themselves to God for the
saving of the lost. Let them ask in faith
for the promised blessing, and it will
come.”"—Ibid., p. 21.

The work will be finished. We will yet
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“Behold His Glory”

(Continued from page 9)

and numbers of converts. On Sabbath
afternoon these statistics were translated
into exciting human-interest experiences.

To make the program more impressive,
a pale blue curtain had been set up across
the stage about half way back. Two huge
picture screens hung from the ceiling
above the curtain. And to the left, on the
platform in front of the curtain, stood a
voice choir from Columbia Union College
dressed in black and wearing white carna-
tions.

A snatch of mysterious music from Brad
Braley on the organ, a peal of thunder,
and the center curtain opened to a pic-
ture of Eden. Done in fluorescent colors
{(black light) by Herbert Niswanger, of
Madison, the picture showed two tall red-
woods and a mass of fuschias flanking a
river.

A roll of thunder again, and the scene
changed to Calvary. Christ and the two
thieves—and gazing up at the Saviour,
Mary and John.

The spotlight in the darkened audi-
torium played on the two weeping figures
as Del Delker sang “Were You There
When They Crucified My Lord?” Then as
the spotlight faded and the curtain closed,
the narrator’s voice invited, “Hear now
the story of man’s search for God.”

The fluorescent scene glowed again,
this time with the picture of a Navaho
lad caring for a smalli) flock of sheep. Tom
Hosteen was the boy’s name. At ten he
left Monument Valley and went to Los
Angeles, where he studied, learned how
to handle machinery, and began to drink
liquor. He married, had a child, and com-
mitted a crime that landed him in jail.
Life looked black indeed, until a small
voice stirred his consciousness. His son
was calling him home. “Home,” the speech
choir echoed, “home, home, home.”

Tom took his little family back to Mon-
ument Valley. He learned of Christ at
Monument Valley Mission, and became
interpreter for the doctor, while his wife
attended to the sick. His son graduated
from Thunderbird Academy and became
a faithful lay worker, taking the story of
God's love to his own people. The work

(Continued on page 19)
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Proceedings of the General

Conference
Fiftieth Session, June 16-25, 1966

Fourteenth Business Meeting

June 24, 1966, 10:00 a.m.

CuAirMAN: Robert H. Pierson.

Sone: “Standing on the Promises.”

Praver: A. N. How.

R. H. Prerson: We are coming now to
the last weekend of this great session. All
of us are hoping and praying that this
will be the capsheaf of our gathering to-
gether, a time when God's people will be
seeking Him most earnestly as we wind
up our work and our worship and return
to our homes. When we as officers, were
discussing the program of the weekend,
we decided to call for a special season of
prayer.

We would like to have all of you in
prayer bands—all over this great audi-
torium, in the other rooms, and in the
hotels. We in the General Conference
have received real blessings from our
prayer bands each morning. I encourage
our department leaders in the General
Conference, our division presidents, our
leaders in the foreign delegations, and
our union leaders and institutional leaders
in the homeland, to plan to call your dele-
gates together in prayer over the weekend.
This will be entirely voluntary, but it is
of vital importance also. Certainly if God’s
people ever needed to be praying for the
advancement of His cause, that time is
now. Let us pray that God will empty us
of sin and self, and that He will fill us
with the Holy Spirit, that we may enter
upon these days in latter rain power.

We now have a new staff here in the
General Conference. Many old faces are
here also, along with the new. We thank
God for those who will continue with us.
We are going to miss the men who are
leaving. This afternoon at three-thirty we
would like to introduce to you the new
General Conference staff.

This morning we have a lot of work
to do, and I hope we can do it both ex-
peditiously and effectively. Brother Watts
will report from the Plans Committee.

[The further partial report of the Plans
(;Orilml'ttee will appear in the next Bulle-
tin,

R. H. Pierson: Now we want to hear
from the Committee on Constitution and
Bylaws.

[W. P. Bradley presented the following
report:]

We recommend, that in “Article V
—Election,” section .1 a. of the constitu-
tion, provision be made for the election
of an associate church development serv-
ice secretary, and that this portion of the
paragraph read:

“. .. church development service secre-
tary and associate secretary . . .”

[Voted.]

R. H. Pierson: At this time Brother
John Johnson, of Iceland, principal of our
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school there, will bring us a message in
song, entitled, “Teach Me to Pray.”

R. H. Pierson: This morning we have
a report from one of our departmental
leaders. M. E. Loewen is going to bring us
the report of the Department of Public
Affairs and Religious Liberty.

[This report appears on page 20 of this
Bulletin.]

R. H. Pierson: Now we have a partial
report from the Nominating Committee,
Elder Bietz, please.

[This report appears on page 3 of this
Bulletin.]

R. R. Birrz: The Nominating Comittee
recommends:

That election of the elective members
of the General Conference Committee be
referred to the General Conference Gom-
mittee.

That a secretary and associate secretary
of Church Development be chosen by the
General Conference Committee.

That the action electing Derwood Chap-
pell as Sabbath school secretary of the
Middle East Division be rescinded.

That a field secretary be elected by the
General Conference Committee from
among our national brethren of the Far
East and Southern Asia divisions.

[Voted.]

R. R. Bierz: Now I want to say a word
about the It Is Written program. Someone
asked why the It Is Written program is
being {:laced in the Ministerial Associa-
tion. The opinion of the Nominating
Committee is that the General Conference
president should not be so closely tied in
to this great work, because he is busy with
the total effort of the denomination. It
would be better for Elder Vandeman and

i
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R + !

the It Is Written program to be in the
Ministerial Association, encouraged and
counseled by the head of the association.
Then, of course, the head of the associa-
tion is responsible to the president of the
General Conference. I am sure that
Brother Vandeman will preach just as
effectively being in the Ministerial Associ-
ation as he has as a field secretary of the
General Conference.

DrevorionaL: P. W. Manuel.

BenebicTiON: P. G. Biy.

Roeert H. PIERSON, Chairman

N. W. Dunn, Secretary

W. DuncaNn Eva, Recording Secretary

Fifteenth Business Meeting
June 24, 1966, 3:00 p.m.

CHARMAN: Robert H. Pierson.

OpENING HYMN: “Leaning on the Ever-
lasting Arms.”

Praver: H. E. Metcalf.

SeeciaL Music: “Treasures of Heaven”
sung by the Glendale Union Academy
Choraliers under the direction of Rochelle
Queen.

RoeerT H. PiErson: Now, brothers and
sisters, we have a lot to do this afternoon,
and a short time in which to do it. Now
we have the final report from our Nomi-
nating Committee.

Brother Bietz, come up here. I want to
say a few words about you before you
give the report, I've served on many
nominating committees during the past 35
years, at least twice on the General Con-
ference level, and I can truthfully say, as
I have sat on this Nominating Committee
this year, it’s been a wonderful experience.
Everyone was carefully and Cgrayerfully
considering the needs of the church, and
it was one of the finest nominating com-
mittees that I have ever sat on. I think a
great deal of the credit under God for
this very fine spirit should go to the able
chairman. Elder Bietz was patient, he
didn’t rush anyone, he was fair, he didn’t
try to impose his ideas or will on anyone,
and yet he moved things along as expedi-
tiously as was consistent with good busi-
ness. I want to take this opportunity,
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Brother Bietz, to express my gratitude
to you personally and to all of the Nomi-
nating Committee for the good spirit and
the good work that was done.

R. R. Brerz: Thank you for all these
kind words, which I don’t deserve. We had
a very good committee, I'm sure.

Now our final report; it’s very brief.
I've asked Elder Bradford, the associate
secretary of the committee, to render this
report.

[This report appears on page 3 of this
Bulletin.)

R. R. Bietz: The Nominating Commit-
tee also recommends that the North
American Committee on Administration
choose a coordinator of Spanish work and
foreign languages, preferably one who
speaks the Spanish language.

That all unfinished business be referred
to the General Conference Committee.
[Voted.)

RoserT H. PiersoN: Because of their
long and tedious work, these brethren
have had to miss a good share of the
General Conference. Couldn’t we express
our appreciation for their good work?
Let’s see your hands as a vote of appreci-
ation. [Show of hands.)

Now we have the Plans Committee
report.
‘?This report will appear in the next
Bulletin.)

R. H. Pierson: We have a report, I be-
lieve, Brother Beach, from the Credentials
and Licenses Committee.

W. R. BeacH: Brother Murray is the
chairman and Brother Johnson is the
secretary.

R. H. PiersoN: Brother Murray, are you
ready to report?

W. E. MurrAay: Brother Chairman, we
are ready to report as a Credentials and
Licenses Committee, but before we report,
I would like to say a word in explanation.
You will understand that it is difficult at
this time to present a complete report ol
credentials and licenses for our whole
office staff and others scattered around the
world who should receive General Con-
ference credentials. The number is large
and, of course, in that group are some who
must be given advanced credentials.

Now, Brother Chairman, what we do
here is to bring a report of credentials for
the staff that has been recently elected at
this meeting. This should include the di-
vision presidents and our elected staff,
both officers and departmental men, as
well as retired officers and staff. It should
include also the heads of General Confer-
ence institutions. We have also tried to
include as many as we could of the depart-
mental assistants. Some who have been
replaced have not been given new assign-
ments yet, and we have included their
names on our list. With this explanation
we are ready to have the secretary read
our report.

D. S. Jomnson: Brother Chairman,
would we be agreeable before voting on
this list of names, to vote a resolution
referring other names to the General
Conference Executive Committee? I move
this. [Voted.]

Credentials and Licenses

Carson Adams, W. Melvin Adams, R. E.
Adams, J. J. Aitken, K. F. Ambs, Wesley
Amundsen, G. T. Anderson, Euel Acchley.
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Jon Robertson Chorale in New York

A 60-voice singing group of Seventh-day Adventist Church members is making
an impact on New York City. Organized in the spring of 1965, the Jon Robertson
Chorale has performed at the Lincoln Center Philharmonic Hall with the New
York Orxchestral Society, the Town Hall, Carnegie Hall, and the Brooklyn Academy

of Music.

The director of the chorale, Jon Robertson, made his own New York debut in
Town Hall at the age of ten. A brilliant pianist with a Master’s degree from the
Julliard School of Music, he has appeared in concert throughout the United States
and abroad. He is also known as a conductor, composer, and arranger.

A worthy project of the chorale is the sponsorship of a training program in the
New York area in which young people with definite talent will be given the oppor-
tunity of appearing in concert. During the summer months the chorale will tour as
far west as Los Angeles, with stops in major cities across the country.

" The picture shows the group performing in New York at a testimonial dinner
for the Honorable Abe Stark, president of the Borough of Brooklyn.

David Baasch, R. C. Barger, W. R.
Beach, O. A. Blake, F. L. Bland, L. F.
Bohner, W. P. Bradley.

M. V. Campbell, Theodore Carcich,
E. E. Cleveland, 1. V. Counsell, C. G.
Cross.

A. O. Dart, D. A. Delafield, N. R.
Dower, H. L. Dyer.

W. Duncan Eva, J. E. Edwards, Paul H.
Eldridge, K. H. Emmerson, A. A. Esteb.

W. A. Fagal, A. C. Fearing, E. J. Folk-
enberg, W. W. Fordham, C. O. Franz,
Marius Fridlin, R. R. Frame.

T. S. Geraty, A. E. Gibb, J. O. Gibson,
O. Gmehling, C. E. Guenther.

Richard Hammill, John Hancock, R. R.
Hegstad, W. A. Higgins, C. B. Hirsch,
D. W. Holbrook, W. A. Howe, D. W.
Hunter.

I. H. Ihrig, J. O. Iversen, M. H. Jensen,
D. S. Johnson, Werber Johnson.

M. E. Kemmerer, J. C. Kozel, A. L
Krautschick, Lowell Litten, M. E. Loe-
wen, R. S. Lowry, T. E. Lucas.

C. D. Martin, D. A. McAdams, Merle
L. Mills, E. L. Minchin, C. E. Mosely,
L. C. Naden, C. J. Nagele, G. R. Nash,
Lawrence M. Nelson.

R. L. Odom, R. E. Osborn, W. L.
Pascoe, E. W. Pedersen, R. H. Pierson,
A. V. Pinkney, C. L. Powers.

DON HAWLEY, PR Secretary
Greater New York Conference

R. J. Raddiffe, Marvin Reeder, H. L.
Reiner, Fernon Retzer, L. B. Reynolds,
H. M. S. Richards, H. E. Rice, E. E. Roen-
felt, A. H. Roth.

V. W. Schoen, W. R. L. Scragg, J. V.
Scully, H. D. Singleton, Clark Smith,
Francis Soper, C. P. Sorensen, J. R.
Spangler, E. H. J. Steed, Carl Sundin.

E. W. Tarr, W. R. Vail, I. M. Vacquer,
George Vandeman.

Ralph ¥. Waddell, R. 8. Watts, ¥. C.
Webster, A. L. White, Herbert White,
R. A. Wilcox, Neal C. Wilson. [Voted.]

Licensed Ministers

R. L. Cone, C. D. Forshee, C. E. Palmer,
J- W. Peecke, W. E. Phillips, C. E. Ran- .
dolph, R. M. Ritland, J. H. Webb.
[Voted.)

Missionary Credentials

Karsten Aasheim, H. E. Clasing, Harold
Coffin, R. M. Davidson, L. D. Dunn,
Mazie A. Herin, M. Carol Hetzell, Mil-
dred Johnson, N. W. Litchfield, Louise
Meyer, Boardman Noland, Mary Ogle,
Ella May Stoneburner, A. L. Tucker, May-
belle Vandermark. [Voted.]

Honorary Credentials and Licenses

R. H. Adair, R. A. Anderson, G. |
Appel, V. T. Armstrong, C. W. Bozarth,
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In the difficult Middle East Division the work of Seventh-day Adventists is growing with encouraging success.
In the foreground are

the delegation from that division.

y

Mrs. John

Shown on the rostrum are part of

Hasso, and children Bonita, Jenny, and Suzy. Ray Turner, in Arab costume, sings

“The Holy City,” accompanied by Mrs. R. A. Wilcox on the trumpet, R. A. Wilcox is in the left center background.

F. G. Clifford, A. W. Cormack, E. E.
Cossentine, E. D. Dick, E. W. Dunbar,
N. W. Dunn, H. T. Elliott, R. R. Figuhx,
T. R. Flaiz, L. E. Froom, A. L. Ham,
W. J. Harris, G. A. Lindsay, H. W. Lowe,
G. M. Mathews, O. O. Mattison, F. A.
Mote, William Mueller, W. E. Mutrray,
J. J. Nethery, W. B. Ochs, F. L. Peterson,
W. E. Read, W. A. Scharffenberg, A. F.
Tarr, W. H. Teasdale, C. L. Torrey,
W. G. Turner. [Voted.]

Licensed Ministers

H. P. Bloum, F. Brennwald, G. A.
Huse. [Voted.]

Missionary Credentials
D. Lois Burnett. [Voted.]

R. H. Pierson: All right, Brother Beach,
I think the last that we have is the resolu-
tion of gratitude to God; is that correct?

W. R. BeacH: Brother Chairman, the
Plans Committee set up a special group
to prepare a resolution of gratitude to
God. I would like to read it at this time.
[Voted.]

- [This resolution will appear in the next
Bulletin.}

R. H. PiersoN: I'm sure that all of us
will want to express our gratitude to God
today by standing. We’re going to ask
"Brother A. F. Tarr to lead us in a short
prayer of gratitude to God for all that
He has done for us during the past four
years. [Elder Tarr prayed.]

R. H. Pierson: Thank you, Brother
Tarr. We have one other recommenda-
tion, Brother Beach.

W. R. Beacn: Brother Chairman, as we
approach the end of this wonderful ses-
sion, under the blessing of God, we do
think a great deal about certain organiza-
tions and individuals who have contrib-
uted much to the planning, the organiza-
tion, the march, and the triumphant
conclusion of a meeting like this. It has
meant a lot of dedication and hard work.
We’d like to suggest, Brother Chairman,
that we express special appreciation to
the following groups: The managerial
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staff of the session, headed by Brother
Forshee of the General Conference. He
has been working hard for months—for
more than a year. Then we think of the
Cobo Hall staff, including the catering
service. I think we all recognize that they
have all done what they can, particularly
the catering service, to make this a suc-
cessful meeting. We would like to mention
the Police Department, which has been
most helpful, at least to many, I know.
They have helped in every way possible.
I would like to mention the press, radio,
and television, and their representatives.
I think we’ve had some good reporting,
and we want them to know we appreciate
their work and we’re looking forward to
yet better reporting and coverage for our
church activities.

Brother Chairman, there’s another or-
ganization outside of the General Confer-
ence. We're not speaking now of our
secretarial-treasury staff. They've been in

the line of duty. This is what we expected

at the session. But I think we should add
a vote of appreciation—a particular mes-
sage—for the staff of the Review and
Herald—these faithful workers of the
Review and Herald Publishing Associa-
tion, who have worked literally day and
night to produce and deliver the copies
of the daily General Conference Bulletin
to the delegates of this session. We want
to include the editors who have done a
very fine job of providing the high lights
of this session. Qur thanks also to all who
contributed, and to the many other thou-
sands who have worked for this session
through these months and up to this
present time. I would like to move that
we record a hearty appreciation and a
prayer that God will bless and reward
them for these efforts.

R. H. Prerson: I am sure that all of us
will want to support this motion which
our secretary has brought to us this after-
noon. All who favor the adoption of this
recommendation, kindly raise your hands.
I would like to see every hand all over
the auditorium, even those that are not
delegates, on this one, because I am sure

that all of you have appreciated what has
been done. Yesterday afternoon we had
many of our retiring workers on the plat-
form. We were glad to pay tribute to
these men and women of God, who have
served so valiantly through the years.
Now this afternoon we would like to in-
troduce to this congregation-—not only
our delegates, but all of our friends who
are sitting in the Arena—the team for
the next four years. I esteem it a real
privilege to be asociated with the men and
women who are on the rostrum this after-
noon.

[The entire General Conference staff
was introduced. During this part of the
afternoon meeting A. A. Esteb read a
poem that he had written for the occa-
sion.]

[At the close of the introductions W. R.
Beach stepped to the pulpit.]

W. R. Beacn: Brother Chairman, it
seems that all good things must come to
an end. I move that we refer all unfin-
ished business of this session to the Gen-
eral Conference Committee. [Voted.]

R. H. PiersoN: Now, are there any
other announcements that need to be
made? If not, is there a motion that we
adjourn sine die? Second? All who favor
it please stand. We are going to ask
Brother Beach to pronounce the benedic-
tion,

W. R. Bracn: Precious Lord, Thou
hast brought us to this place. It has been
pleasant to fellowship during these days.
We thank Thee for the guidance of Thy
Spirit. Once again, O Lord, we give Thee
first place. We do want to serve Thee,
and we pray as we march along the way
these coming four years we may discern
in each forward step, more clearly, Thy
guiding hand. May we perceive the lights
of Heaven as we march along. Envelop
Thy servants with care and love and
blessing. Uphold Brother Pierson in a
very special way. Be his strength, his wis-
dom, his help. We pray, O Lord, that all
at the General Conference and all across
the world to the farthest end of earth—
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that all the men and women who have
chosen to serve Thee—may find joy and
happiness and success in the years ahead.
Keep Thy people close by Thee, we pray.
Help them to remember every day that
the path is narrow, that it mounts up-
ward, and that at the end is heaven. And
so, O Lord, bless and forgive us, for we
ask it in Jesus' glorious name. Amen.

R. H. PiersoN, Chairman

A. F. Tarr, W. R. BeacH, Secretaries

W. DuNcaN Eva, Recording Secretary

“Behold His Glory"”
(Continued from page 15)

of our medical and lay activities depart-
ments result in soul-winning.

Richard Lange and Elden Walter sang
“Grace, Grace, Wonderful Grace,” and
the speech choir chanted, “Books, books.
Books with a message. What happens to
them?”

Reporting for the publishing depart-
ment, the story of one copy of The Great
Controversy demonstrated again that Ad-
ventist books do lead men and women to
Christ.

Lloyd Jones, as a boy, saw his mother
buy a copy of The Great Controversy
from a literature evangelist. Mother was
too busy with farmwork to read it, and
it lay on a shelf. Once it was used as a
doorstop. Then mother went to the hos-
pital. Dying, she asked Lloyd to become a
Christian. He promised. After the funeral
he opened his mother’s Bible and read the
first two chapters. They mentioned the
Sabbath. What was that? He remembered
the old book the colporteur had sold
them. Finding it took some searching, but
when he eventually held it in his hands
he felt that God had provided it especially
for this very occasion.

He read the book clear through in three
days and nights. Convinced that Saturday
is the Sabbath, he ran over to tell his
friend, Frances. She was soon convinced
too. They married. They told their friends.
Before long 44 new converts were keeping
the Sabbath with the happy couple.

And there they were—46 men and wo-
men and boys and girls standing on-the
platform! It was an impressive sight.

While these stories were unfolding, pic-
tures were being shown on the screens
above. It was a unique way of using Koda-
chromes, for in most cases both pictures
formed part of one scene.

The young immigrant, it turned out,
was Frank Damazo who entered the
United States at New York at the age of
ten. Attending Pacific Union College ele-
mentary school, he came to value Advent-
ist education highly. Growing up, he saw
to it that all of his own ten children went
to Adventist church schools and colleges.
Among them today is a teacher, a minister,
a physician, pharmacist, secretary, dieti-
tian, dentist, nurse, business executive,
law student, and their children are in Ad-
ventist schools too!

There was a roll of African drums, the
speech choir chanted, “Africa, land of
darkness and dawning light. Africa, where
woman bends beneath the grief of living,”
and now the pictures on the screens repre-
sented pure courage. For they showed the
Masai tribe of Africa, and the Masai are
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not often willing to be photographed.

Two Missionary Volunteers, Jonathon
Kisaka and Nimsi Msovu, set out to bring
Christ to the Masai. But these two were
Pare tribesmen, and no Pare dared enter
the territory of the Masai. Yet these two
dared—and after they had preached to

Chief Laiboni, his wife Minihoni held out -

her hands and said to them, “Your God
bless you.” Missionary Volunteers had
ended a longstanding tribal feud and
opened a door to the light of God’s love.

The narrator said, “A new chapter has
been written in the land of darkness.”

The Oakwood quartet took up the
thought with “There’ll Be No Dark
Valley When Jesus Comes,” and a man’s
voice pointed out that there are dark
valleys in other countries besides Africa.

Marilyn Campbell learned of the Sab-
bath and decided to be baptized. Her
husband, Bill, told her she would have to
choose between her new Sabbath and him
and the baby. The pictures showed them
arguing, then Bill stood gazing out the
door as Marilyn walked away. She was bap-
tized next day and went home to her non-
Adventist mother.

But on Sunday—and you could feel
the audience weep with joy—Bill went
to mother’s house and asked her to come
back. “Billy and I miss you. And the
house—it just sort of aches without you.”

Marilyn gave her mother Bible studies,
and shared her faith with her neighbors.
Soon seven were baptized—and the sev-
enth was Billl The church pasior said that
Marilyn’s example of lay activity had so
inspired his sleepy church it had grown
from 20 to 70 and was still growing.

The screens showed poppies—white
ones and a close-up of a red one. And
then there was a picture’ of Dr. Clark
Lamberton, dentist, looking at the seed
bo_xqs of a poppy plant grown near his
mission home in Thailand.

“I've come to hate poppies,” the nar-
rator quoted the dentist. “The fruit of
their bloom is a deadly viper.”

Then followed the story of Mr. Seng,
a poppy farmer with five sons, one of the
Miao people.

After the birth of his fifth son, his wife

died, and he came to Dr. Lamberton
gleading for helg to overcome the opium

abit. Dr. Lamberton kept him in his
own home, and encouraged him in the
awful struggle, without which there would
never be victory. After ten days Mr. Seng
was much better. He went home for his
fifth-born. The little baby was three
months old, but weighed only four-and-a-
half pounds. (The audience gasped.) The
dentist asked for an explanation.

“We have no food, so when he cries, my
mother gives him rice water. Still he cries.
Then she blows opium smoke in his face,
and soon he be quiet, and sleep.”

Mrs. Lamberton agreed to keep him,
and soon both father and son were cured
—two of more than 25 tribesmen Dr. and
Mr's. Lamberton have helped conquer
opium.

The picture in the middle changed. A
red poppy glowed at the audience, and in
front of it an Oriental dressed as a Miao
tribesman cringed in slavery.

The narrator read, “God’s love can
spring the trap and set men free, that they
too may behold His glory.” The organ
built up to a crescendo, and the man
sprang to his feet, his arms outspread,
free!

The Japanese Missionary College choir
burst into a tremendous song of victory.
In red jackets and lovely kimonos, they
sang “King of Kings” by Adventist musi-
cian Virginia Jean Shankel Rittenhouse—
sang it till the vast auditorium was filled
with their shout of victory and the melody
overflowed in a paean of praise.

President Robert H. Pierson called on
all to stand in a prayer of dedication. R. S.
Watts told us that Carol Hetzell had pre-
pared the script, that J. O. Iversen, Clark
Smith, Lawrence Nelson, W. B. Higgins,
Lowell Litten, Florence Benton, Herb
Ford, Don Roth, and a great many others
had assisted in a variety of ways.

And then, led by Frank Araujo of the
Japanese choir, the audience rose and
sang “Even So Come Lord Jesus”; for it
is after all the Spirit of Christ and the
hope of His soon coming that makes the
work of our church and its many depart-
ments successful.

Administrative Workshop in Inter-America

The first administrative workshop to be held in the Inter-American Division was
conducted for the West Indies Union in Port Antonio, Jamaica, March 28-April 1.
Union and conference officers, union departmental secretaries, and institutional ad-
ministrators Were invited. Five members of the Inter-American Division staff were
present, including the division officers. W. E. Murray and W. L. Pascoe attended from
the General Conference. It is planned to conduct similar workshops in each of the
seven unions of the Inter-American Division.

DAVID H. BAASCH, Secretary
Inter-American Division




Public Affairs and Religious
Liberty Department

By M. E. LOEWEN, Secretary

N
e
@ Seventh-day Adventists have a special
interest in religious liberty. Prophecy has
outlined the attempts that would be
made to oppress those who follow the
teachings of the Scripture.

The legacy of liberty comes to us as a
gift from the pioneers of this movement,
who hammered out its principles, who la-
bored and sacrificed for its survival, who
placed precious freedom in our hands as
a sacred trust. We must guard it; we
must maintain it.

How easy it is to complacently accept
the gift our forefathers have bequeathed
to us! How dangerous to assume that this
liberty will continue without care! How
necessary to be constantly alert to every
threat to liberty of conscience!

“The banner of truth and religious
liberty held aloft by the founders of the
gospel church and by God’s witnesses
during the centuries that have passed
since then, has, in this last conflict, been
committed to our hands. The responsi-
bility for this great gift rests with those
whom God has blessed with a knowledge
of His word.,”—The Acts of the Apostles,
pp. 68, 69.

A survey of the world situation reveals
that the forces of Satan are constantly at
work to erode the freedoms of man. Satan
is inciting men in many countries to re-
strict religious activities, planning in this
way to hamper the freedom and the work
of the children of God. His strategy aims
to delay the return of Christ as long as
possible.

The spearhead of Satan’s attacks cen-
ters on liberty and freedom. These on-
slaughts emphasize that liberty is the main
issue between the government of God and
the rule of Satan. God allows freedom of
choice and promises eternal life for the
right choice. Satan binds his followers in
slavery, a slavery that unremittingly grows
more cruel and galling. By a multitude
of stratagems he seeks to destroy lib-
erty.

In most countries attacks on liberty
have generally focused on the right to
worship. But different approaches are
used in different places. In some areas
the witness of the Christian is restricted;
in other places government regulations
suppress certain religious practices. Some-
times it is youth activities that are limited.
Sometimes it is the institutions of the
>church that feel the hand of restraint,

e ’@

For more than 80 years Seventh-day
Adventists in the United States have
vigorously opposed Sunday legislation. At-
tempts are still being made to strengthen
existing Sunday-closing regulations or to
enact new laws. During the 1963 legisla-
tive session 41 States considered a total
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Sunday Laws

of 240 bills regarding Sunday closing.
During 1965, 35 State legislatures en-
tertained a total of 184 Sunday-closing
measures. As these unceasing efforts are
met, many people in prominent positions
are acquainted with the true Sabbath of
the Lord.

A movie film suitable for showing on
television was prepared. This film is ti-
tled One-Day Criminal. It develops the
problem which Sunday legislation brings
to any community. The viewer is con-
fronted with the injustice the enforce-
ment of Sunday laws brings to one who
worships on another day than Sunday.

Efforts to protect Sunday in other na-
tions were also numerous. South Africa

M. E. Loewen

witnessed a vigorous effort by religious
interests for Sunday legislation. In Ger-
many, Canada, and Australia agitation
for restriction of Sunday commercial ac-
tivities was noted.

Calendar Reform

In October, 1963, Vatican Council II
voted aﬁproval of a perpetual calendar.
Since that time a number of articles
in official and semiofficial Roman Catholic
journals have advocated calendar reform.
Anticipating renewal of a crusade for a
change in the calendar that would include
a blank day, the officers of the General
Conference have set up a Calendar Re-
form Strategy Committee. This commit-
tee will keep in touch with events, and
it is now preparing material that can
later be used to oppose the introduction
of a blank day in the calendar.

The acceptance of the blank-day prin-
ciple would bring great hardship to Sab-
bathkeepers. A recent development in
Ceylon has highlighted the difficulties the
manipulation of the weekly cycle can
bring to Sabbathkeepers. There it was
decreed that beginning January 1, 1966,
the Buddhist holy days shall be public
holidays and all banks and government

offices will be closed. These “Poya” days
do not fall on the same day each week,
and this creates a problem. Catholics
and Protestants have accepted this ar-
rangement, merely requiring their mem-
bers to attend mass or an early morning
meeting on Sunday before going to
work. Seventh-day Adventists now find
it necessary to make special arrangements
to have each Sabbath free, for it often
comes in the middle of the Buddhist week.

Judicial and Legislative Activities

In 1963 the Supreme Court of the
United States ruled that a Seventh-day
Adventist who refuses employment be-
cause he cannot work on the Sabbath is
eligible for unemployment benefits, The
denomination participated in securing
this striking legal victory before the Su-
preme Court.

On three occasions during the past
quadrennium opportunities were given
to appear before Congressional commit-
tees, A statement was presented before
the House Judiciary Committee when
hearings were held on bills regulating
Bible reading and prayer in the public
schools. gust three months ago we were
permitted to testify before a special com-
mittee of the Senate Judiciary Committee
when the subject of judicial review of
certain acts of Congress providing finan-
cial grants to parochial schools was being
debated.

But perhaps the greatest impression
was made on Congress by the advocacy
of a conscience clause in labor legisla-
tion that would permit persons con-
scientiously opposed to membership in a
labor union to continue employment.
W. Melvin Adams organized the program
that brought this to the attention of Con-
gress, and he followed it through with
many months of painstaking labor. This
emphasis on conscience won sympathetic
support from many legislators.

The struggle for recognition of con-
science is not ended. However, at the
present stage our position is understood
and respected by many who were never
acquainted with the problem before. A
documentary movie film was prepared
regarding this presentation of conscien-
tious conviction. The title of the film is
A Matter of Conscience.

In 18 States during the legislative ses-
sions of 1965, 42 bills were considered
to regulate and restrict solicitation. This
would affect church and charitable or-
ganizations. The proponents of such leg-
islation have worthy objectives, but a
vital principle of freedom is at stake. Just
as a person has the right to witness for
his beliefs, so he has the right to ask his
neighbor for voluntary help in carrying
that witness, even outside the immediate
neighborhood in which he resides.

The distribution of literature is also be-
coming increasingly regulated. Through-
out the history of the Christian church,
literature has been an effective means of
teaching truth. Any effort to restrict the
circulation of literature can become a
weapon to prevent the spread of the mes-
sage. Constant vigilance is necessary to
sateguard this right to disseminate truth.

Every advocate of religious freedom
recognizes that a continual work of edu-

, cation must be carried on. An important
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The daily newspaper reports of the General Conference were posted on the bulletin board by the
Public Relations Department of the General Conference.

instrument in this educational process is
Liberty magazine. The editor of this
journal, R. R. Hegstad, has achieved a
remarkable acceptance for Liberty. The
appeal of the magazine to readers of
all classes has increased.

The circulation of Liberty is healthy,
as evidenced by the growth in number of
subscribers. The following figures for
November of each year specified give an
idea of its increasing popularity:

1959 173,875
1960 194,641
1961 206,731
1962 251,641
1963 347,115
1964 359,685
1965 ;

A serious concern to reach the leaders
of thought in metropolitan areas has
been manifested by many conference
leaders. During the past year 40,000 extra
subscriptions have been sponsored by
many conferences in the North American
Division. These subscriptions have gone
into Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and
Chicago. In this way heads of national
organizations, prominent editors and
judges, and other molders of national
opinion are receiving this magazine of
religious freedom. Later, the principles of
freedom assimilated from Liberty maga-
zine will prove invaluable when these
people face the necessity of making deci-
sions affecting the freedoms of others.

The strong support of the individual
church members for Liberty magazine is
an evidence of the interest of every Sev-
enth-day Adventist in freedom to wor-
ship as conscience dictates.

Church-State Relationships

The problems of church and state rela-
tionships are becoming more complex.
The General Conference Committee has
set up a Church-State Commission to
study these problems in depth, During
1965 two three-day sessions were held by
this commission. As a result of the recom-
mendations from these meetings, a per-
manent study group has been formed to
keep in touch with developments. In this
area we recognize the accuracy of the
truism: “Eternal vigilance is the price of
liberty.”
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Overseas Personnel

The international character of liberty
is emphasized as we note the leaders in
overseas fields.

Dr. Jean Nussbaum not only leads the
movement for religious freedom in South-
ern Europe but he is frequently called to
other divisions to join them in safeguard-
ing their liberties. The problem pre-
sented by a six-day school week, as re-
quired in many countries, has tested the
faith of Seventh-day Adventist young
people.

In Australasia E. E. White has up-
held the banner of freedom. He attended
the Religious Liberty Advisory Council
in 1965 and contributed greatly to the
understanding of the secretaries of the
North American Division on the prob-
lems of the church down under.

E. D. Hanson in Trans-Africa had
many valuable contacts with officials in
the various governments of that division.
He has now chosen to retire, but special
honor should be accorded him for his
valuable service in that field.

Inter-America is an interesting divi-
sion. The religious background of the var-
ious peoples there assures a diversity of
opinions on religious liberty. There D. H.
Baasch has led in the fight for the recog-
nition of conscience, and his work has
been fruitful.

In the Far Eastern Division C. P. Sor-

ensen has been responsible for an awak-.
ening interest in liberty. The thriving in-
dependent republic of the Philippines is
witnessing a strong campaign for indi-
vidual liberty of conscience. P. C. Ba-
naag, the religious liberty secretary of
the North Philippine = Union, has
launched a new magazine, Freedom. This
is an important addition to the positive
forces for liberty fostered in the Philip-
pine Islands.

Recently the national legislature of the
Philippines voted that religion may now
be taught in the public schools. In the
presentations prepared by the religious
liberty department many government
leaders became acquainted with the prin-
ciples of religious liberty for the first
time,

The Northern European Division is
fortunate that all the officers are staunch
champions of liberty. E. W. Pedersen is
the religious liberty secretary of that col-
orful and diversified far-flung division.
In this field also the problem of a six-day
school week affects the Adventists in some
countries.

In the other four divisions experienced
men have been selected for the religious
liberty work. They are W. Raecker, in
Central Europe; J. F. Ashlock, in South-
ern Asia; Juan Riffel, in South America;
and R. C. Darnell, in the Middle East.
In all these fields threats to liberty arise
on many fronts. In some Moslem coun-
tries strict anti-conversion laws have been
enforced in an attempt to hinder the
work of God.

We must record our appreciation for
the efficient work of Miss Thelma Well-
man, Mrs. Ione Paully, and Mrs. Dolly
Weber, the ladies of our secretarial staff
in the General Conference Office. It has
been an inspiration to he associated with
these willing and loyal workers.

As we survey the world field we are
aware that in some countries Seventh-day
Adventists today are in prison because of
their faith. In many countries our young
people are constantly under pressure to
renounce their faith. The bars of exclu-
sion are being lowered in some lands to
prohibit the free proclamation of the
gospel. On every side the prophecies of
the Scriptures are being fulfilled. The
stage is being set for the return of our
Saviour. o

We join you in the" fervent prayer
that the work of God may soon be fin-
ished. The message is “Behold he com-
eth.” And we unitedly respond, “Even so,
come quickly, Lord Jesus.”

The youth choir, of Inglewood, California, singing under the direction of Ray Peien.

(1971 21



EVOLUTION and the BIBLE

From one of our eminent scientists, Professor Harold Clark, comes an illus-
trated lecture with tape recording, in defense of creationism and the Deluge.

With a myriad of voices all about, clamoring for acceptance, without
question, of the evolutionary theory, it is high time that there be made
available an adequate presentation of the Creationist doctrine of the
beginnings of world history and the devastating Flood that overwhelmed
the earth and altered its surface features.

TITLES (8 filmstrips with tape recordings)

The Thunder of His Power

In the Beginning

The Dominion Lost and Restored

In His Image

The Flood Story and Modern Science
The Story of the Fossils

The Great Catastrophe

Worship the Creator

. . .

ONOUHRWN =

Scientific Approach to the Scriptures

The Product of a Lifetime of Study

Adequate lllustrations in Living Color

A Must for Ministers and Laymen

Tape Recordings Present Subject in Layman’s Language
Excellent Follow-up for lllustrated Bible Studies

For Youth in Church Schools, Academies, and Colieges

BE QUALIFIED TO DEFEND THE BIBLICAL
CONCEPT OF CREATION AND THE FLOOD

—- ORDER FROM YOUR BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE — ——— .

Please send me the filmstrips and tape record-
ings on EVOLUTION AND THE BIBLE as indi-
cated below:

Complete set of 8 single-frame filmstrips and

| |
] {
] {
| |
| I
} narrations . $59.50 O }
; Complete set of 8 double-frame filmstrips and |
narrations $67.75 ] l
; Prices slightly higher in Canada. Add sales tax where necessary. =
| |
| Name |
| |
{ Street_ __. - :
| .
i City.... State. Zip I
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THE BIBLE STORY GAME
by I. W. Young

The Bible Story game is a delightful addition
to the BIBLE STORY in 10 volumes by Arthur
Maxwell. The game covers 20 subjects and
stimulates a new interest in the volumes.

Literature evangelists have discovered that
the new Bible Story game has great appeal
when presented with the 10-volume BIBLE
STORY set and included as a part of the sale.
Parents see readily that playing the game
makes the reading of the books extremely
desirable.

LARGE WILD ANIMALS OF

THE WORLD
by Harry Baerg

Animals hold a great fascination for the aver-
age child. Playing the new game, LARGE
WILD ANIMALS OF THE WORLD, will be
of great value to the boys and girls as it
introduces them to the large animals and
their places of habitation.

BIRDS OF THE WORLD

by Joe Maniscalco

The study of bird life is greatly stimulated by
the playing of this new game. Introduce your
children to one of the wonders of creation,
our feathered friends.

™ ORDE 7

= ORDER BLANK PERIODICAL I
DERARTMENT

| Please mail the following: I
e e e G 3%
Two more games, TREES and FLOWERS, IR . |
games that will aid the boys and girls and [J LARGE WILD ANIMALS OF THE WORLD $ 250 |
their elders to develop a new appreciation Total enclosed oo ’
for the world of vegetation about us. NAME -
ORDER FROM YOUR BOOK AND | = —— o
BIBLE HOUSE ’_ Add sales tax where necessary Prices slightly higher in Canada =
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An Appeal to the Church
(Continued from page 1)

outpouring of the Spirit of God and a
great forward thrust—as far as the hu-
man endeavor is concerned.

What is this divine power? The servant
of the Lord says in Testimonies to Min-
isters, page 512, “We cannot depend
upon form or external machinery. What
we need is the quickening influence of
the Holy Spirit of God.” What we need
more than anything else in all the world,
my brethren, is a fresh infilling of the
power of the Holy Spirit.

There are many needs that confront
us as workers and leaders around the
circle of the world. We need more work-
ers, we need more budgets, we need more
equipment, we need more buildings, we
need a thousand things, but the greatest
need among us is the quickening influ-
ence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Learn-
ing, talent, eloquence, every natural and
acquired endowment, may be possessed,
the servant of the Lord says, but with-
out the presence of the Spirit of God
no heart will be touched, no sinner won

to Christ. We may return to our fields.

with the finest of resolutions that have
ever been produced at a session of this
kind, and still not fulfill the commission
that God has placed before us. Our work
would be ineffective except it be indited
by the Holy Spirit.

As 1 told the ministerial workers in
our precouncil session, Pentecost is not
a spiritual luxury, it is an utter necessity;
it 15 not an adornment, it is essential
equipment. It is not something we can
take or leave, it is an absolute must in
our experience. The choice that confronts
the church of God, my brethren, is either
Pentecost or failure.

And how glad I am that there is no
failure with God. The outpouring of the
latter rain is going to come. The Lord has
promised. We may leave this great meet-
ing with the promise ringing in our ears
that the power of the latter rain will
be ours.

But God’s people must pay a price for
Heaven’s gift of power. The servant of
the Lord says that “if our people con-
tinue in the listless attitude on which
they have been, God cannot pour upon
them His Spirit.”” There is a work that
needs to be done. There is a price that
must be paid, and that price is entire
surrender—sincere repentance for sin and
a total commitment. Nothing less will
suffice. If you and I expect to be the
recipients of the latterrain power, we
must pay the price. There is no room
for fanaticism in God’s remnant church,
but there is ample room for more godly
living and for more earnest seeking after
God than ever before in these closing,
thrilling days of earth’s history,

The servant of the Lord says that not
only is divine power to be sought for and
expected but human effort is essential.
It is part of God's formula. The Holy
Spirit is given to us as’ dedicated mem-
bers of God's family to finish the work.
As we read in Acts 1:8, the Spirit has
been given to provide us power to wit-
ness. All that the apostles did, every
church member today is to do.

Oh, brethren, what a spectacle Seventh-
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A splendid report was rendered by Dr. T. R,

Flaiz, retired secretary of the General Conference

Medical Department, and Dr. G. T. Anderson,
president of Loma Linda University.

day Adventists would be to the world if
we would go out in the power of Pente-
cost, if we would face the unfinished
task and do the same works that the
apostles did! The precious assurance is
that as we leave this place we may pray
that the windows of heaven may be
opened and the power of the latter rain
may be ours,

When God puts His Spirit upon men
they will work; they will proclaim the
word of the Lord; they will lift up their
voice like a trumpet. The servant of
the Lord says this in Testimonies to Min-
isters, page 411.

And I want to sound a cry that will
be heard around the world, from Mur-
mansk to the Straits of Magellan, from
London to Tokyo, from New York to
Los Angeles, and that cry is ‘“Prepare
to meet thy God, O Israel!” That prepara-
tion includes a revival of primitive god-
liness that will result in bestowal of
pentecostal and latter rain power. It
also includes a forward surge of conse-
crated service for God that will eclipse
anything that neither the early church
nor the remnant church has ever experi-
enced before.

In this day of God’s power the church
must awake. Denominational workers and
church members must awake, and the
church must first put on the robe of her
Lord’s righteousness and then respond
to her Lord's commission—respond to
the marching orders. I want to call all
denominational workers and all church
members to their action stations as we
turn our eyes back to our fields. I want
to sound a note of total evangelism—
every-department, every-institution, every-
worker, every-member, evangélism.

The type of evangelism that I envision
is not merely standing behind the pulpit
and preaching to the multitudes in a
public effort. My concept of soul winning
and evangelism in these closing days in-
cludes our schools; it includes work for our
young people, work through the Sabbath
school and our consecrated lay preachers,
work through our literature evangelists,
through our medical institutions—the
whole gamut of denominational endeavor.

We must all be on the march for God.
The church of God must be on the march.
The Seventh-day Adventist Church must
be a church on the go. It has been said
of two leaders of the ancient world that
after Cicero, that great Roman orator,
had spoken, the people crowded around

him and they said, “How well you speak,”
but when Demosthenes, that leader in
Greece, had finished his oration, the peo-
ple said, “Let us march.”

I do not covet any human applause
for my small contribution to this great
session. I do not want anyone to come
and say, “How well you spoke”; but I
pray that God by His Holy Spirit will
light the spark that will kindle a fire in
the hearts of our workers from around
the world that will compel every member
to cry out, “Let us marchl”

Let us march first, brethren and sisters,
to the foot of the cross, and there in
sincere repentance and in deep contri-
tion yield ourselves to the man of Cal-
vary. Then let us march up to the upper
room, where in quiet confidence we may
be filled with pentecostal power.

Our hearts and our bones need to be
filled with fire—fire that comes down
from heaven as Elijah's fire came, that
will set us ablaze for God as we return
to our fields. Then, brethren, let us
march to the dark counties and districts,
to the unentered cities in North America
and Europe. Let us march to the ends
of the earth with hearts that glow with
the love of Christ and with a passion
for souls that will never burn out this
side of the kingdom.

Let us march and march and march
until the last stronghold of heathenism
or unbelief has fallen. Let us march
until the banner of our coming King has
been planted victoriously in every land
and on every tiny atoll—on earth’s most
distant outpost. Let us march and keep
on marching until the gates of Paradise
swing ajar before us,

Oh, brethren and sisters, leaders and
members of God’s remnant church, let
us respond to the voice of God—the call
of the Holy Spirit. It is a call to primitive
godliness, to pentecostal living, It is a
call to renewed latter-rain action. Then
will be fulfilled the precious assurance
that “when divine power is combined
with human effort, the work will spread
like fire in the stubble.” May God haste
that day.

In 1849 a company of Sabbathkeeping Adventists
whose background was the Millerite movement began
to publish a paper called The Present Truth. In 1850
the&also published five issues of The Advent Review.

In November, 1850, these two papers merged under
the name, Second Advent Review and Sabbath Her-
ald, now_titled simply Review AND HEeraLD. Its
editorial objective remains unchanged—to preach ‘‘the
everlasting gospel’” in the context of the Sabbath, the
Second Advent, and other truths distinctive of the
Advent Movement,
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