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“YERSELS OF MEROY, PREPARED UNTO GLORY.” ‘

* VesskLs of mercy, prepared unto glory !
This is your calling and this s yout joy ;
This, for the new year unfolding before you,

Tolls out the terins of your blessed employ,

Vessels, it may be, all empty and brokeu,
Marred in the Hand of inscrutable skili

{Love oan accept the mysterlou token),—
Marrod but to make them more beautiful still,

Vesdels, It may be, not costly or golden;
Vessels, 1t may be, of quantity small;

Yot by the Nail In the Sure Place upholden,
Never to shiver and never to fali,

Vessels to honor, made sacred and holy,
Meet for the use of the Master we love,

Roady for gervice ail slmpie and lowly,
Ready, ono day, for the temple above,

Yes, though the vessels be fragiie and earthen,
God hath commanded his glory to shine ;

Treasure rosplendsnt henceforth ig our burthen ;
Excelient power, not ours, but diviue,

Chosen in Clulst ere the dawn of creation,
Chosen for khn, to be filled with hls grace,

Chosen to carry the streams of salvation
Into each thivaty and desolate place.,

' Take ali thy vessels, O giorious Fler,
Purge all the dross, that each chalice may he
Puve In thy pattern, completer, diviner,
Flllea with thy glory, and shinfng for thee !
—F, R. Havergal.

Jlotes and Gommyents.

28~ NOTICE.—Parties receiving this Paper, not hai- .
ing subscribed for it, may know that it is sent to them'by |

tho courtesy of some friend. Do not hesitate to take it
from the Office, for none will be called upon to pay for
any numbers they have not ordered. We invite candid
attention to the Contents of the Paper, and when you

have read it, please hand it to a Friend or Neighbor.

DAVfD was nob a, believer in the present popular

view of the conscious state of the dead; he did .

not believe they were capable of returning to this
carth and coinmuning with their friends. When his .
child died, he said, “ T shall go to him, but he shall
not return to me.” 2 Sam, 12:23." David would
not have made a very good modern Spiritualist.

s et @ Pmmereens

EFERRING to Matt. 5: 17, some reason that,since
Christ fulfilled the law, as he stated that he came

to do, it thereby ceased to be of force. They reason
that when once fulfilled, a law ceases to be valid—it
no longer exists as a rule of action—it is effectually
disposed of. Let us apply this method of reasoning
to another portion of Scripture, and sec what conclu-
sion we rench, When Jesus came to John to be
baptized of him in Jordan, “John forbade him.”
*“ And Jesus answering, said unto him, Suffer it to be
so now ; for thus it becometh -us to fulfill all right-
cousness.” Matt. 3:15, * Now, if by fulfilling the
law Christ disposed of it, caused it to be no longer
valid, then, on the same principle, his fulfillinent of.
all righteousness caused all righteousness to cease,

’

and there has been no righteousness since Christ’s
baptism. This proves more than any one will ad-
mit,—more than can possibly be maintained. Tt
proves too much, and that which proves too much
proves nothing at all; hence the proposition that
Christ abolished the law by fulfilling it falls to the
ground, and is shown to be untenable,

THI«; class of Sabbath-keepers known as Seventh-
"1 day Adventists are frequently acgused of being
great sticklers for the particular
hibiting a zeal in the matter
to pertinacity. This may bi/

Author of the Sabbath has spoken of
this very thing. Hear what he days: “Thus saith
the Lord, . . . Blessed is the man that doeth this,
and the son of man that layeth hold on 4t, that
keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth
his hand from doing any evil.” Isa. 56:1,2. The
Hebrew word Khd-zdk, here translated “lay hold,”
means “to bind fast; to hold fast, to cleave, to ad-
here firmly ; to make firm, to strengthen; to be
urgent, to press wpon; to show one's self strong,
courageous, brave,” ete. (See Gleseniug’s Heb. Lex.)
1ts use is shown in a few texts as follows : —

“ And while he [Lot] lingered, the men laid hold
upon his hand.” Gen. 19:186, S

“And they caught every one his fellow.,” 2
Sam. 2:16.

« And caught hold on the horns of the altar,” 1
Kings 1:50. o

“Let him fake hold of my strength.”” Tsa. 27:5.

“They shall lay hold on bow and spear.” Jer.
6:23. :

“The people that .do know their God shall be
strong and do exploits,” Dan. 11:32.

The word occurs some three hundred times after
the examples here given. This explains' why the
S. D. A. people have a zeal in Sabbath observance
amounting almost to enthusiasm, God has prom-
ised  a blessing " upon those who do this, who lay
hold upon the Sabbath truth ; and what God blesses
is bléssed, and he whom God makes strong, man
-cannot make weak.

o

FEW years since, a priest in Sweden stated that

“there was nothing in the Bible to prove that
Sunday had become the Sabbath. - It was a human;
ordinance, but the Lord had been contént with it go!

(Vs

many hundred years that he no doubt was pleased
with.it now.” This is not a new thought. The
Catholic “ Catechism of the Christian. Religion,”
gpeaking of the change by which “the Church” has
substituted Sunday for Sabbath, says: “The uni..
form, universal, and perpetual tradition of all ages
and nations attests the antiquity of, and consequently
the divine assent to, the change.” This suggests
the question, How long must men transgress -a com-.
mandment of God, substituting something else in its
‘place, in order to get thé divine assent to the chauge ?
How long must we substitute the theft for lionest
dealing, and falsehood for truth, ere the Lord will be
pleased with it ? ,

There were long periods of time in ancient Israel
when they substituted their idols and the groves for
‘the worship of the ttue God. Why did they not ob-
tain divine assent to the change? ~We do not learn:
that God ever became pleased with it. God's law
is declared by the pen of ingpiration to be the

K

true, but the |

truth. “Ps, 119:142. “All thy commandments
are truth.” Verse 151, 'The Sabbath command-
ment is one of them, and it reveals the truth that
the seventh day is the Sabbath, or rest-day, of God.
That any other day of the week is the Lord’s rest-
day is false; for he rested on no other day of the
seven. Now the question resolves itself to simply
this: How many ages and generations must a lie be
repeated to become the truth,’and God be pleasad
with it ? ‘

—————g e

SAYS an objector, “The Sabbath law was given to

the Jews at Sinai, consequently the Sabbath was a
Jewish institution, and is not binding in the Chris-
tian dispensation.” But let us see how this prin-
cipie works when given still further application. The
seventh commandment, which protects the marringe
institution, was also given to the Jews at Sinai. Did
marriage thereby become a Jewish institution, and
not designed for the Christian dispensation? None
will olaim that such is the case; and yet one is just
as plausible as the other. The fact is, that the Sab-
bath ahd marriage both had their origin in Kden,
and were designed for the whole human race through-
out the history of the world. The Saviour did not -
even ocall the Sabbath a Christian institution; he

| said it “was made for man—that is, the whole
{ human'race. To eall it & Christian institution is te

limit its benefits and privileges to Christians as surely
as calling it a Jewish institution limits it to the
Jews. .. We believe it was made for man, and as such -

1 we endeavor to teach and practice its observance.

WE are warranted in making the statement that
whatever; God designed to reveal to thankind
through the Bible, admits of only one correct inter-
pretation. It will not do tp admit the claim made
by some, that ofie. person gz{n have one view of the
teaching of the Bib’leau\po an important subject, and
another person have & 8 1‘1\1 different view, and yet
both be correct, both ho equally satisfactory and
pleasing to God. The glea that\it makes no differ-
ence what a man belieyes if he is only sincere, is a
mistake ; our actions spring from our beliefs, and
will be either' right or wrong, according as those be-

liefs are right or wrong.

IN Psalm 119:80 David utters this prayer: “Let
my heart be sound in thy statutes ; that I be not

ashamed.” To be sound in the Lord's statutes is to

rightly understand them, and have a deeply grounded

‘principle of obedience theveto. By the statutes of

the Lord must be comprehended his divine will as re-
vealed to us in the Seriptures; and the doctrines upon
various subjects that are thereby taught. To have
our hearts sound in them is to undevstand them as
God designed that we should. David’s prayer for
soundness of heart is that he may not be ashamed,
We will have oocasion to be ashamed of unseundness
of heart when we are oalled upon by our fellow-be-
ings to give areason of the hope that is within us, and
when we are brought before the judgment bar of

"God.  Every prayer should be accompanied with a

promige on the part of the suppliant to do all in his
power to answer- his own prayer. God helps those
who help themselves. Hence when we pray for
soundness of heart in the Lord’s statutes, we are in
duty bound to_give the best powers of our minds,
and our most unprejudiced consideration, to those
statytes, in order that we may become correctly in-
formed.
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Ractrinal Jrticles.

“8peak thou the things which become sound dactrine,” Titus 2 :1.

THE SABBATH QUESTION.
GENERAT, OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS.

BY @ I BUTLER.

IN our last article we briefly considered the mes-
sages of the three angels of Rev. 14, and especially
the terrible threatening contained in the third an-
gel’s message. It was shown that the third message
is now being sounded, and that we are rapidly near-
ing the time for its closing work, And we may now
ask, What is the position of God’s true people ?
“ Ilere ave they,” says the third angel, “ that keep
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”
They keep them as (Gtod gave them, and not as an
apostate church changed them. And for that work
that church is threatened with wrath without mercy.
Glod’s true people will be distinguished by obedience
to God in this crisis, and will not follow that power.
It would be absurd to suppose that when Christ
comes he would find his people, who are to be trans-
lated alive to' heaven, following the work of this
wicked power, in disobedience to God’s law. Wae
canuot, therefore, question the fact that the last
great veform, the final conflict between truth and er-
vor, will be over the law of Jehovah, This issue is
reserved as the last great test.

Would any say the issue is an insignificant one ?
They cannot truthfully do so. God has ever exalted
his law as very sacred, He spoke and wrote it him-
gelf. Christ magnified it and called it ¢ honorable.”
He says, “Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one
tittle shall in nowise pass from the law.” In the very

last chapter of the Bible, Christ, the Alpha and,

Omega, declares, “ Blessed ave they that do his [the
Father’s] commandments, that they may have right
to the tree of life, and may enter in through the
gates into the city.” Rev. 22:14. The wise man
says, * Let us hear the conclusion of the whole mat-
ter: Fear God, and kecp his compmandments; for
this is the whole duty of man.”” THeecl. 12:13. He
says agnin, “ He that turneth away his ear f{'om
hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomina-
tion.” Prov, 28:9. This law is not abolished by
the gospel, for Paul says, some thirty years after the
cvoss of Christ, “ Do we then make -void the law
through faith? God forbid; yea, We establish the
law.” Rom. 3:81. . Thig law is of universal appli-
cation. “ Now we know that what.things soever the
law saith, it saith to them who are under the law;
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world
may become guilty before God.” Rem.3:19. 8o
we might proceed and fill column after column
with just such guotations, showing the immuta-
bility of God's “ perfect,”  holy, just, and good,”
«gpiritual”’ law. Such are the expressions every-
where to be found in the blessed Bible concerning
this law which the Deity promulgated in thunder
tones from Sinai's summit, with a voice which shook
the earth.

Oh, no | this great conflict in the last days con-
cerning this law whioh demands the obedienco of
every man, the transgression of which is sin, is no
gmall affair. The very foundations of morality and
true reverence for Gtod are involved in the conflict.
This law will be the main point of the struggle.
God’s holy Sabbath, given to man at the creation of
the world, kept for thousands of years by his people
till ohanged by the man of sin, will have its proper
position 1 the affections of Gad’s people, who will
be translated at the coming of Christ. ]

The Jight is shining on this subject already most
extensivegly. The retgorm connected with the Third
Angel’s Message in the restoration of the Bible Sab-
bath is extending to all parts of the earth. It is be-
ing published alroady in the leading languages of the
world. Printing-offices for its promulgation are to
be found in the United States, England, Switzerland,
Norway, and Australia. =~ Observances of the true
Sabbath are more or less numerous in the United
States, Great Britain, Ireland, France, Switzerland,
Germany, Italy, Russia, Norway, Sweden, Denmiark,
Holland, Roumania, and in some portions of Africa,
South America, Sandwich Islands, Australid, snd
New Zealand. Its adherents are being rapidly in-
crased by the extensive ciroulation of pub.iegﬁ\pp‘s,
and by the nactive labors of ministers, missionary

workers, colporters and oanvassers in every part of

the globe. There has been a wenderful growth of
interest in the Sabbath question in all parts of the

world very recently. Tt is becoming a live question ;
it must and will be heard. We live in an age of in-
vestigation, and there is no theological question e-
ing agitated to-day more plain or more important
than this, Let the good . work go on till hoary error
is exposed in all its deformity, and precious, blessed
truth shines out elearly to all mankind.

————

GOD’S COVENANTS WITH MEN.

BY U. SMITH.

THE word “covenant” is used to signify, “1. A
mutual agreement of two or more persons or parties,
in writing and under seal to do, or to refrain from,
some act or thing; a centract; stipulation. 2. A
writing containing the terms of agreement hetween
parties. . . . 4. (Theol.) The promises of God as
revealed in the Seriptures, conditioned on certain
terms on the part of man, as obedience, repentance,
faith, ete.”

These definitions are from Webster; and as an ex-
ample of the latter, or theological use of the word, he
quotes the declaration of God to Abram, as found in
Gen. 17:7: “ And I will establish my covenant be-
tween me and thee and thy seed after thee in their
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be a God
unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.”

Considering the definition of the word ¢ covenant,”
and looking at the condition of man, we can but be
impressed with the condescension of God in consent-
ing to enter into such an arrangement with him; for
man never was in any condition to enter into a
covenant with his Maker. "He could pledge nothing
to God, which God, as the Oreator, had not before a
right unconditionally to demand, and which man, as
the creature, was not, already under obligation to be-
stow. Yet God has condescended to count man’s
obedience a favor, and attach to it promises which it
could never merit.

Let us consider, secondly, God’s object in the cov-
enants he makeés with men, It can be nothing less
than to secure complete harmony with himsgelf on
their part, and raise them to the hiﬁhesb degree of
perfeetion and happiness ‘of which they are capable,

The methods, adopted to secure these ends next de-
mand attention. As these must have operated from
the very beginning of man’y existence, we must look
first at the condition in which he was originalli
placed. He was made upright, surrounded wit
every eiroumstance of favor, and told to obey and
live. It is not formally stated that a eovenant was
made with Adam, but, all the conditions and circum-
stances existing, it is comimonly held that such a
covenant existed. So long as he continued to obey,
so long he would continue in God’s favor; and, the

eriod of his probation at length ending, he would
Kave been confirmed in uprightness and immortality;
and the objeot of God in his creation would have
been secured, And this being all wrought out on
the one condition of obedience, this covenant is
called a “ covenant of works”’—a name perhaps as
appropriate as any other under the circumstances.

This plan the enemy of all righteousness undertook
to destroy ; this object he set himself to defeat.. To
this end he seduced Adam into disobedience, and the
¢ govenant of works” was broken. This covenang
containing within itself no provision for the forgive-
ness of sin, no remedy for disobedience on the part
of man, when it was thus broken, its object was de-
fonted so far as the particular method was concerned
by which that object was to be secured; namely,
by unswerving obédience. But, as we have scen,
there can be but one object in view in God’s dealings
with men; that is, perfect harmony with God and
supreme felicity in that relation. And now the im-
portant question - ariges, Could any plan be devised
by which ‘this object could be secured by the same
parties who had failed under the first avrangement?
and if so, under what conditions?

The solution of this problem was the plan of re-
demption through Jesus Christ—a new covenant
called ¢ the eovenant of grace;’’ the remedial work
of Christ being-all: couched in embryo in the prom-
ige that the.seed of the woman should bruise the
serpent’s head. Addressing the serpent, God said:
“And I will, put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”
Gen. 3:15. ' B

Tt is important now to consider what place works
have in. this eovenant of grace. Are these to be left
entirely out of the account, as some seem to suppose?
Inasmuch as the same result i8 to be reached that
wag, under the first arrangement, to be secured by
works alone, it would seem natural to suppose that

the new arrangement would have some important
relation to them. And, further, as the only failure
under the first arrangement was a failure on” Adam’s
part to maintain good works, it would seem reason-
able to conclude that the new arrangement, being
designed to remedy the failure of the first, should
make provision for such a contingeney in the future.

The measure of good works is the law of God.
The standard of righteousness, the test of character,
and the detector of sin is the law of God. By the
law is the knowledge of sin.”  Rom. 8:20. “Where
no law is, there is no transgression,” Rom. 4:15.
“Sin is not imputed when there is no law.” Rom.
5:18. “Sin is the transgression of the law.” 1
John 3:4. Now Christ is manifested under the cov-
enant of grace, to save his people from their sins, to
take away sin, and to atone for our transgressions;
but he does not stop here; for he takes away the car-
nal mind, which is not subject to the law of God and
cannot be (Rom, 8:7), and gives the spiritual mind,
which delights in the law of God. Rom. 7:29,
From this it appears that every covenant which God
enters into with men must be based on the condition
on his part of obedience to his law. The theological
definition quoted above from Webster, is therefore
correot when it places obedience as the first of the
terms upon which the promises are to be secured.
We cannot conceive that God would engage to bestow
favors and blessings upon any one who would not
comply with his wilt. '

So deadly was the virus of gin when once admitted,
that it took less than sixteen hundred years to corrupt
the whole living race of men, with the exception of
the family of Noah. In his experience we find the
first mention of the word “ covenant” in the Seript-
ures, Gen. 6:18; 9:9-16, Bight times the word
is used in this connection ; but as this covenant per-
tained to the one specific purpose not again to destroy
the earth by a flood of water, a discussion of it does
not enter into our present purpose. It was, how-
ever, made with Noah because he end his family
alone of all the people on the earth were found right-
eous in the sight of God (Gen. 7:1), and hence con-
firms the general principle above stated relative to
the conditions upon which God enters into covenant
with men. .

Some two thousand years after Fden, we find o
covenant brought to view looking in the same direct
tion with the eovenants already noticed, made with
Adam. This was the covenant made with Abraham
and his seed. Gen. 12:1-3; 15:18; 17:7, 8, ete.
His “seed” Paul explains to mean Christ (Gal. 3:
16); and the promise which Gtod on his part engnged
to accomplish, namely, that in Abraham all the na-
tions of tfle earth should be blessed, the same apostle,
writing by inspiration of God under the full light of
the gospel, expands into a promise * that he should
be the ﬁeir of the world.,” Rom. 4:13, This can
be fulfilled only when he and his seed (Christ and
all who are Christ’s, Gal. 3:29) have come into
possession of the earth, and all others are cut off.
Then will be the time of which both David and
Christ speak, when “ the meek shall inherit the earth
(Ps. 37:11; Matt. 5:5), and that Peter refers to
when he says (2 Pet. 3:13) that the righteous will
dwell in the “new earth,” for which we according to
his promise (Isa, 65:17) are permitted to look.

When about to make this covenant with Abraham,
God expresses the condition on his part in these
words: “ Walk before me, and be thou perfect.”
Gen. 1¥:1, 3. And the Lord told Isaac why he had
sworn unto Abraham in the eovenant he had made
with him, in these words: “ Because that Abraham
obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my command-
ments, my statutes, and my laws.” Gen. 26:5,
Again God said of Abraham: “ For I know him, that
he will command his children and his household after
him, and they shall keep the ways of the Lovd to do
justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon
Abraham that whieh he hath spoken of him.” = Gen,
18:19. And this he gaid when alluding to the prom-
ise that ““all the nations of the earth shall be
biessed in him.” Verse 18,

While these soriptures show the essential impor-
tance of Abraham’s obedience in God’s dealings with
him, we must not overlook another element which
shaws the relation of faith to the great transaction;
and that is, Abraham’s faith, which was counted to
him for righteousness, and without which he never
would have received the promise, any more than he
would have received it if he had not obeyed God.
When Abraham had no child,and it had passed beyond
the power of nature to furnigh him an heir, God took
him forth and told him to look upon the countless
stars of heaven, and then assured him that such
should be the number of hisgeed. “ And he belioved
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in the Tiord,” the record continues, ¢ and he counted
it to him for righteousness.” Gen. 15:6. Paul com-
ments largely upon this in Romans 4 and Galatians 3,
showing how Abraham, having this faith before his
circumeigion, might be the father of all the faithful
though they be not circuincised, that the righteous-
ness of faith, if they would believe, might be imputed
to them also.

. James, also, offers an important comment upon this,
which should not be passed by, Hesays: “ Was not
Abraham our father justified by works, when he had
offered Isaac his son upon thealtar?  Seest thou how
faith wrought with his Works, and by works was faith
made perfect ¥ And the scripture was fulfilled
which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was im-
puted unto him for righteousness : and he was called
the Iriend of God.” James 2:21-23. Thisis a
complete statement of the whole question. Faith and
works are inseparably connected. By works was
faith perfected ; and then it was imputed unto him
for righteousness, and he received that highest crown
of honor possible to earthly life—the title, * Friend
of God.” .

But hitherto the purpose of Gtod had been gradu-
ally unfolded to the race. The covenants rested
their prospective blessings upon the promise, and
. finally upon the oath, of God. But so far as their
broad end ultimate application to the whole race of
mankind was concerned, they had received no ratifi-
cabion; and this could not be given till the promised
Sced should appear, through whom alone the prom-
ise could receive its complete fulfillment.

Meanwhile God was to make another covenant
with the descéndants of Abraham, subordinate and
nationa}, to keep them a distinet and separate people
till the coming of the Seed, when the world should
have reached such an age,.and the plan of God such
a degree of development, that the middle wall of par-
tition could be broken down, and the means of grace
go forth to reap a harvest indiscriminately from all
nations,

A consideration of this point must be deferred to
another number.

el

REDEEMER AND REDEEMED.—7.

-

Wi have set before the reader the repeated prom-
ise of the land made to Abraham and to his seed.
And now we inquire, Did this promise receive its
entire accomplishment in Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
and their seed according to the flesh? Or will the
promise have its complete and ultimate fulfillment
through Christ in the future inmortal state in the
eternal inheritance of all the redecmed ?

The testimony of the holy martyr Stephen is to
the point. In his defense before his accusers he
states that Abraham did not inherit the land of
promise. That portion of his appeal which relates
to the promise of the land, reads thus: “ Men, breth-
ren, and fathers, hearken. The God of glory ap-
peared unto our father Abraham, when he was in
Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, and said
unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy
kindred, and come into the land which I shall show
thee. 'Then came he out of the land of the Chal-
deans, and dwelt in Chaman, and from thence,
when his father was dead, he removed him into this
land, wherein ye now dwell. And he gave him
none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his
foot on, yet he promised that he would give it to him
for a possession, and to his seed after him.” Aoty
7:2-5.

And as further proof that the promise of the
land was not fulfilled to Abraham and to his seed
according to the flesh, we quote from Paul to the
Hebrews: By faith Abraham, when he was called
to go out into a place which he should after receive
for an inheritance, obeyed ; and he went out, not
knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned
in the land of promise, as in a strange country,
dwelling in tabernacles with Isaae and Jacob, the
heirs with him of the same promise; for he looked
for a city which hath foundations, whose builder
and maker is God.” Heb. 11:8-10, Pleage notice
thesc points : —

1. The apostle here speaks of the place, or the
land, which Abrabam should after receive for an in-
heritance.  He did not receive it during his mortal
life.

2. He sojourned in the land of promise usin a
strange country, with Isaac and Jacob who were not
inberitors, but simply heirs with him of the same
promise.

3. Tn looking forward to the period when the
promised land would be inherited, Abraham saw a
city which hath foundations, whose builder and

maker is God. He did not enjoy such a city
as this at any time during the period of his long life
of one hundred and seventy-five years. Men have
builded cities on ;the earth in past ages, and they
Lave crumbled to decay. But no city has existed
on earth of which it could be said that its builder
and maker ig God. This is evidently the new-earth
city which will appear when the curse shail be re-
moved, and ‘the dominion of the earth shall be re-
stored to all the redeemed. Rev. 21:1-3.

The golden city of God will be the grand metrop-
olis of the immortal kingdom when all its compo-
nent parts shall be brought forth and the entirve
family of heaven shall be gathered. Then, obedient
“to the call of the Redeemer— Come, ye blessed of
my Iather, inherit the kingdom prepared for you’—
the redcemed of all ages will come from the east, and
from the west, and from the north, and from the
south, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
in the kingdom of God. ,

The gospel of the Son of God was proclaimed to
Abraham in the promise of the land to him and his
sced ; for this seed is Christ, as argued by the apos-
tle in Gal. 3:16: “Now to Abraham and his seed
were the promises made. He saith not, And to
seeds, as of many; but as of one, and to thy seed,
which is Christ.” The promise to Abraham that in
him all the families of the earth should be blessed,
embraces Jesus Christ as the only hope of salvation
of men from all the nations, as stated by the apostle
in verse 14: “That the blessing of Abraham might
come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ.” The
fhith of Abraham embraces Christ as its glorious ob-
jeet. T'his is seen in Christ’s reply to the Jews, who
boasted in Abraham as their father. ¢ Your father
Abraham rcjoiced to see my day; and he saw it, and
was glad.” John 8:56.

The promise of the land, as explained by Paul,
was made to Abraham and Christ. But Abraham,
though he should be heir of the world through the
righteousness of faith (Rom. 4:13), was a sojourner
in Canaan as in a strange country. He, with all the
other examples of faith mentioned in. Hebrews 11,
“having obtained a good report through faith, re-
ceived not the promise; (God having provided some
better thing for us, that they without us should not
be made perfect.”” Verses 39, 40.

But when Christ and all the heirs of promise
shall take the kingdom upon the new carth, then
will Abraham and his seed inherit the promised
land. “If ye be Christ’s,”” says Paul, ‘“ then ave ye
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.”
Gal. 3:29. Abraham, the father of the faithful,
will be there. Christ, and all his, will be there.
Then the promise to Abraham, that he shall possess
the land, and that his seed shall be like the stars of
heaven, and the sand upon the sea-shore, will have
‘yeached its ultimate and complete fulfiliment. —
James White.
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Tt is not true that the gospel offers to any man im-
munity from the consequences of past transgression
on condition of repentance and faith. Such a prom-
ise would be a very dangerous one, and the granted
boon one of more. than doubtful value. Indeed, it
would be difficult to conceive of anything more dis-
astrous to the moral well-being of the race, than a
provision by which a man might violate the moral
laws of life, and still avoid the penalty of the vio-
lated laws by regret, however sincere, or a new moraj
purpose, however earnest. What the gospel prom-
ises is the help of God to any soul which finds itself
enmeshed in ovil habits, whether of outward conduct
or of inward thought, which are the consequences of
bransgression, and who desires deliverance and an
emancipated life. It is the revelation of a law of life
setting free from the law of sin and death, No man
can neglect the education of his intellectual powers
in his youth, and acquire the fruits of culture in his
manhood by experiencing knowledge. Neither ecan
a man neglect the education of his moral and spirit-
ual powers, and acquire the fruits of moral and
spiritual culture by experiencing religion. He may
be horn again, but if he i3 late born, he must bear,
in the immaturity of his manhood experiences, the
consequences of his early fanlt.— Christian Union.

. L —

Wz sometimes say that we know the meaning of a
term, but that we cannot express it. Yet it would
be truer for us to say that we are unable to express
our meaning because we have not a clear knowledge
of the subject, That which we know fully we can
express clearly. So long as our ideas are confused,
our language is likely to be. Cloar speaking is a re-
sult of clear thinking.—S. S, Zimes.

Ghe Ehristian Life.

“If any man have not the Spirit of Christ he Is none of his,'"

PRECIOUS OINTMENT.

Do xor keep your box of ointment,
Break it o'or your friends to-day ;

Do not keep it in the darkness,
Half-forgotten, lald away.

Little deeds of love and kindness,
Don’t forget to glve them now ;

Do n’t forget to smooth the pillow,
Batho the aching, fevered brow,

Send your flowers to the living ;
Do not keep thent for the grave—
They may comfort some poor mourner,
They may strengthen, help, and save.
Send them In their fragrant beauty,
8how your friendship truo aud warm ;
What would eare a rosewood casket ?
What wouid care a lifeless form ?

Hoarts there are with burdens laden,
B aring bravely toil and ecare,
Ready to receive your kindness
Should yon leave your olntment there,
* Dow’t forget the kindly counset,
Do n’t forget the loving tone;
They wili make the cross seem iightor
To some sorrow-laden one.
All along life's rugged pathway,
Stretch your hand and Hft your voice,
Bringing all your love and kindness,
Making every heart vejoice,
Kcep your olntment over ready ;
Use it freely—there is room ;
It will bring you richest blessings,

Smooth your passage to the tomb.
~Selected,
——— O P

SWEET LIVES.

“ Au ! fovely souls like those we’ve known,
Whose lives, one sweet endeasor,
Al erowned with beanty and with bloom,
The hand of death did sever,—
Their memory, like the new-mown hay,
Wili inger round us ever,”

In ““Annals of a Quiet Neighborhood ” there is this
gem: “““So for my part,” I said to myself as I walked
home, ‘if I can put one touch of rosy sunset into the
life of any man or woman of care, I shall feel that I
have walked with God.” "

Walking with God! What a strengthening, com-
forting, beautiful thought 1- God by our side, helping
us, guiding us, leading us safely, whether the way be
smooth or rough. We cannot, perhaps, be like the
mountaing, grand, stately, magnificent, seen from afar
and admired by the muhitude ; but we can be like
the grassy dell, with sunshine and refreshinent, fra-
grant with sweet flowers, and jubilant with the songs
of birds. The helpfuluess in the family circle, if
given in a gentle, unobtrusive way, is a training
which vapidly uplifts lives. Those are sweet lives
which seck’ to remove obstrueting thorns from an-
other’s rough path; and there is never a thoin thus
removed from the path of another, without a rosc be-
ing scattered on one’s own. Mild forbearance in re-
gard to other people’s faults is a nccessity to every
sweet life ; the suppression of unkind words, an-
other ngcessity.

The snnshine of such lives brightens darkened
Lomes, wanns chilled hearts, and illuminates groping
souls. Indeed, the power of snch lives is wonderful,
They point out the right path to the wayward lect,
and beckon homeward the lost. They hold cups of
water 1o parched lips, and offer the bread of life to
human souls. They scatter good seed with generous
and never-tiving hand. What a harvest of golden
sheaves will be theirs \— Christian at Work.

Wz do not follow Christ because we wear a cruci-
fix ; we are not Christian martyrs because we put
onrselves or are pub to occasivnul inconvenience of a
very superficial kind ; we do not keep the ten com-
mandments because we obey the first. Jesus Christ
does not call us to a partial pledge. Upon this point
he is very severe, both himself and his apostles teach-
ing that if we offend in one we offend in all. If we
have dishionored our father and mother, we have
broken ten commandments in one; if we have taken
that which does not belong to us, we have shattercd
the decalogue at a blow. Beware of partial morality,
sectional respectability, rags and patches of ortho-
doxy. There are hardly any civilized men who are
not appatently good in points. Some have pet com-
mandments which they would not break for the world.
Almost every man has chosen one commandment, and
thinks in lkeeping that he i3 keeping the ten. There
are persons who would not steal for the world, yel
they would break all the other nine commandments
as quickly as they could be handed to them. This is
not obedience. It is the worst kind of disobedience.
The man who will have nothing to do with the com-
mandments at all may take lo hiimself some kind of
reputation for grim consistency ; but lic who palters
with pledges and histories and vows and moralitics,
pleases himself, and is not exemplifying o spirit of
unquestioning obedience. How, then, does it stand
with men to-day ?—Dr. Joseph Parker. 5
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' The fields are white alveady to harvest,” —John 4:36.
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WAS MAN CREATED IMMORTAL?

No BriTER answer to this question can be given

than that which is found in the inspired account of
man's creation. If any part of him is immortal, it is
most reasonable to expect it to be distinctly noted in
that account. Imdeed, it is utterly unrcasonable to
suppose that the most noble, and the all important,
part of him should be entirely omitted in God’s ae-
count of his formation. Yet a revelatlon of an im-
mortal part of man is entirely omitted, not only in
the book of (Genesis, but in all the Bible. Let us
read the record of man’s creation: ‘“ And the Lord
God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul.” Gen. 2:7.

Muark, it is not said that lie formed man’s body of
dust, and breathed into it a living soul. The man
was made of dust ; and when he rdceived through his
nostrils the breatl of life, the man of dust became a
living soul. Itis simply this: when life was com-
municated with the breath, the man who had no life
before, became a living soul, or creature, Nothing is
said of any immortal part. A living soul is not nec-
essarily a never-dying soul. It may die; and this
has proved to be the case with man,

It is not the term * living soul” which distinguishes
man from the lower order of animals, These were
called by Inspiration living souls before the term is
used in respect to man. They were created first, and
man, the nobler order, last. In Gen. 1:20, the fishes
and fowls are denominated ‘“thc moving creature
that hiath life.’* In the margin we learn that the word
“life ” i from the Hebrew word for soul. Again, in
verse 80, it is said, ““And to every beast of the
earth, and to every fowl of the air, and fo ev-
ery thing that creepcth upon the earth, whercin
‘therc is life [Heb., a lving soul] I have given cvery
green herb for meat.” So it is not man alone that is
& living soul, but the same is true of every living
creature. Therefore, if the fact that man became, a
living soul proves him to be immortal, it also proves the
same thing of every beast, bird, and reptile. Man’s
superiority over the lower animals does not consist in
the fact that he is a living,soul.

Neither does the breath of life elevate man above
the brates ; for they all have it.. Concerning the de-
struction of man and beast at the time of the flood,
we read, “And all flesh died that moved upon the
earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and
of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth,
and every man ; all in whose nostrils was the breath
of life, of all that was in the dry land, died.” Gen.
7:21, 22 Thus all that breathe have equally. the
breath of life, that which caused man to become a
living soul. The literal Hebrew, as given in the
margin, is ‘“ the breath of the spirit of life.”

The same word in the original Hebrew or Greek,
is sometimes translated spidt, and sometimes dreath,
in our English Bible, Where James says, “The
body without the spidt is dead,” we read in the mar-
gin, breath, instead of spirit. The death of man is also
doscribed in this way: ‘“Then shall the dust return
to the carth as it was; and the spirit shail return
unto God who gave it.” Ticel. 12 : 7. Again it; is
described thus: ““His breath goeth forth, he return-
eth to his earth ; in that very day his thoughts per-
ish.” Ps. 146 : 4. There is perfect harmony in these
two statements. ““Spirit” and ‘‘breath” in the two
texts are from the same Hebrew word. The latter
only adds the fact that in the day the spirit returns
to God, the thoughts perish,

Therefore death is the very reverse of the process
by which man was created and made’ a living being.
He was formed of dust, and mnade alive by the breath
which God gave him. Life, a thing which God alonc
can give, was communicated to man with the breath.
This being taken away, he returns to dust. 'T'he same
is truo of the lower animals, Of them it Is said:
“Thou takest away thelr breath, they die, and return
to their dust. Thou sendesi forth thy spirit, they are

created.” Ps. 104:29, 80. In harmony with thesc
texts, Job has the following expression: ““All the
while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in
my nostrils,” Chap. 27:8. In explanation of the
spirit in the nostrils, the translatars give in the mar-
gin this note : ““That is, the breath which God gave
him. Gen. 2:7.” And Elihu, the wise counsclor of
Job and his three friends, says : “If he [God] set his
heart upon man, if he gather unto himself his spirit
and his breath; all flesh shall perish together, and
man shall turn again unto dust.” Job 34:14, 15.
Therc is a theory that the real man does not die at
all. But we have seen from the divine record that
man was made of dust, and the last testimony quoted
says, ‘““Man shall turn again to dust,” if God take
away his spirit, or breath. '

It is uscless to argue with any who are determined
to maintain a theory which they have received
through tradition ; but if any one really desires to
learn the truth in regard to the ‘breath of the spirit
of life” in man, which leaves him at death, he can
learn it from the texts quoted above, and from hun-
dreds of others throughout the Bible. If Becl. 12:7
proves that the spirit which returns to God is a liv-
ing, conscious entity separated from the body, it
proves that thc wicked, as well as the righteous, go
to God at death ; for it speaks of mankind in gencral.

One thing more is offered as proof that man was
created immortal, and that is, that he was made in the
image of God. It is not necessary to discuss the
question whether it was the moral or physical image,
or both, The argument from it for immortality is
this: (1.) Man was made in the image of God; (2.)
God is immortal ; (8.) Therefore, man was made im-
mortal, Syllogisms after this model might be formed
to almost any extent. Takeone as a sample: (1.) God
kunows all things, froin the béginning to the end of
the world ; (2.) Man was made in the image of God;
(8.) Thereforc man has all this knowledge. If this is
not proof that man is inflnite in knowledge, the
other does not prove him to be immortal. Such
arguments do prove one thing, and that is, the
hopeless weakness of the theory which makes them
necessary, and the utter want of Bible proof to
sustain it R, ¥, C
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ONE MORE DODGE.

favored him with a novel device to save the testimony
of Acts 20: 7 to the side of Sunday-keeping. With a
great flourish of trumpets he had claimed that the
book of Acts set forth the first day of the week as the
only Sabbath for this dispensation, and appealed to
this passage to prove it. But when confronted with
the fact that there is no other record in all the New
Testament of a religious meeting on the first day of
the week, and that this meeting was not held in the
daytime, but in the evening, because there were
“many lights in thc upper chamber,” he was cx-
ceedingly loth to give up the idea that this was a day
meeting. So to gel over the little matter of the
“ many lights in the upper chamber,” he undertook
to account for them on the ground that the disciples,
for fear of the Jews, had to assemble privately, and
bar their doors and darken their windows with heavy
‘drapery, so that lights would be necessary even in the
daytime{ Thus he would have us understand that
the service was held at about the usual hour of Sun-
day worship, 10: 80 o. ». But how it was that Paul
continued his speech from that hour till médnight, he did
not tell us, and we are unable to imagine, unless it was
that his hcarers themselves became so bewildered in
that day-darkened room, as to suppose that noon was
midnight, and that the writer of the book of Acts was
himself ‘misled in regard to it. Nor can we imagine
how Entychus should fall into such a ‘“deep sleep”
right there in midday. Nor did our friend tell us
which side of this heavy curtain Kutychus sat;
whether he was on the outside of the curtain, having
that betwcen himself and Paul while he was preach-
ing, and so fell out of the window, or whether he
was on the inside of the curtain, and when he foll
out, fell through the curtain, perhaps taking curtain
and all with him, )

At any rate, this novel supposition nceds to be ar-
ranged in some way so that it will not come into di-
rect conflict with truth, 10 have gseveral mountains of
inconsistencies under which it lies buried, removed
from it, and to be given at least one leg to stand
upon, before it can present any respectable claim to
consideration, v. s

WE once meit a man whose inventive faculties

THE WORLD’S CONVERSION A FABLE.—NO. 5.

ANoOTHER positive proof that the world will not he
converted before the coming of Christ, is the clearly
revealed fact that the great anti-Christ of prophecy is
to have a continued existonce in the world until the
advent, and is to be destroyed by the blazing glory,
the '‘flaming fire,” in which the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven. ‘ .

This anti-Christian power is foretold in the New
Testanient as well as in the Old, and consequently .,
acts its partin the Christian dispensation. Therefore,
if it hiag arisen and is to exist to the end of the dis-
pensation, that is, to the second coming of Christ,.
there is no possibility of the conversion of the world
and a temporal millennium this side of that event;
for as long as anti-Christ remains in the world, it is
self-evident that the whole world cannot be Christian,
If the whole world should unite to the Christian body,
none would be left to constitute the anti-Christian
body. Therefore, should the conversion of the world
talce place before the advent, the *‘man of sin” can-
not, as Paul declares, be ‘“destroyed by the bright-
ness of his coming ;” unless, indeed, he has a resur-
rection beforc He comes who has ** the keys of death
and of hell,” that is, the resurrection power.

There can be no doubt with the student of proph-
cey, that Paul’s ““man of sin, the son of perdition ” is
the same power spoken of by Daniel the prophet in
chapter 7, as the “little horn,” and in the book of
Revelation as ““the beast.” And whoever will com-
pare these several descriptions of this ‘‘abomination
of desolation” with the history of the world during
the gospel age, will find that they point unmistakably
to that power whose highest official is the pope of
Rome. Its mouth speaking blasphemies, its unparal-
leled persecution of the saints of the Most High, and
the long period of its reign, being twelve hundred
and sixty years, constitute a description which énful-
{ibly applies to the papal power ; because that no other
power has ever existed that fills the description.

Of this power it is said, ‘“But the Judgment shall
sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to con-
sume and to destroy it unto the end.” Ban. 7 : 26.
This text represents that the dominion, or civil power,
of the papacy is taken away a little before the end,
and that from that time it consumes away to the end,
when, as the following verse shows, the kingdom 6f
God is established, that power being utterly destroyed -
fromunder heaven. (Sece verse27.) Paul’stestimony
harmonizes perfectly with this, and also preves that
the ““end” spoken of by Daniel, is the end of the gos-
pel age, at -the sceond coming of. Christ. Says the
apostle, “Aund then shail that Wicked be revealed,
whem the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his
mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his
coming.,” 2 Thess. 2 : 8, Thus it is proved that the
great anti-Christ shall exist to the ‘“day of Christ,”
and shall be destroyed when he descends to take veu-
geance on his foes and save his people. The present
consuming, enfeebled, dying state of the papacy is a
sure indication that the end is at hand.

Again, in Revelation 19, the personal coming of
Christ is represented In symbolic language, as one
coming from heaven upon a white horse, followed by
the armies of heaven upon white horses—the holy
angels that come with him. At this time, the beast
50 particularly described in chapter 18, which, as T
said before, can represent nothing that ever existed
upon earth but the papacy, is still here, and in array
against the coming of the King of kings., ‘AndIsaw
the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their ar-
mies, gathered together to make war against Him that
sat on the horse, and against his army. And the
beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that
wrought miracles beforc him, with which he deceived
them that had received the mark of the beast, and
them that worshiped his image. These both werc
cast alive into a lake,of fire burning with brimstone.”
Virses 19, 20. :

Thus it appeats that, If we are to have a glorious
millennium before the coming of Christ, the beast,
with his mouth of blasphemy, it not his horns of
power, will remain upon earth through it all, and also
the false prophet that deceives the world with his
miracles. Deliver us from such a millennium ! Who
knows but we are enjoying it now ? The professed
Christian world are following the traditions of the
beast, and heing deceived by the false prophet. And
I am seriously inclined to believe that one of the lead-
ing deceptions of the false prophet is the doctrine of
the world’s conversion and a temporal millennium
before the coming of Christ. 'While men are looking
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for the ““good time coming,” and finally resolve to
fight their way through to it, snddenly the parting
heavens reveal the coming of the Son of God, and
they find themselves fighting, or attempting to fight,
against the King of kings and Lord of lords.

‘We have proved that so far from the doetrine of the
conversion of the world being tanght in the Script-
ures, it i pointedly contradicted by the prophecies.
1t is a most deeceptive and dangerons doctrine. What
could be better calculated to deceive men, so that the
day of the Lord shonld come npon them as a snare,
or as a thief in the night? And thus it will be, not-
withstanding all the thrilling warnings and exhorta-
tions of the word of God to watch and escape the
danger.  And can it be possible that almost every de-
nomination of Christendom, and almost every pro-
fessed minister of the gospel, are lending a hand to
help on this fatal delnsion ? Obh that cendid, trnth-
loving men and women knew (if they could bear the
sight) the extent of prevailing apostasy in the pro-
fessed church of the present day! .If the apostle
could say, when viewing the beglnning of apostasy,
“In the latter times somu shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to sedncing spirits, and doctrines of
devils,” well wight he exclaim, when, by the Spirit,
he saw the enlminating point to which this apostasy
is now approaching and- has nearly reached, “In the
last days PERILOUS ''IMES SHALL COME.” .

Awake, dear readers, to the perils which surronnd
yon, threatening to engulf yon in irretrievable ruin.
Do not sleep over the subject of yonr salvation, and
indulge in delusive dreams of the conversion of the
very dregs of hnmanity, and of a ‘“good time com-
ing,” till the thunders of the day of God that shall
shake the heavens and the earth, shall awake you to
the lamentable fact that ‘“the harvest is past, the
snmmer is ended,” and you are “ not saved.” While
merey lingers, while yet onr great High Priest stands
before the throne of God in heaven, now is the time
to make preparation to stand in that tremencous day
which soon and snddenly will burst npon a world
ripened in wickedness, and upon a professed church
wholly departed from her God! O, hasten to make
your escape ! R ¥ C
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THE MEANING OF “SEVENTH DAY.”

Eprror or GoSPEL SICKLE :—

In your issne of July 1, nnder the
above head, there is an article taken from the Light
of Iomne, professing to be a review of an article of
mine. It does that article and.me greal injustice.
The author, who is one of the editors of the Light of
Home, says :-—

“In a recent number of the Nerthern Christion Advocate,
the Rev. Wm. Armstrong, in an article on the ‘ Christian
Sabbath,’ says :~-

“¢The principal battle to be fought is in giving the trne
und plain interpretation of the fonrth commandment. . . .
This “seventh day” only relates to and s jized by the six
days of labor. . . . The * seventh day”’ depends upon the
day in which the chnreh, or the great body of God’s people,
begin the days of labor. . . . No one has the right to begin
the days of labor for himself ; he must, if he would not
break the Sabbath, conform to the action of the great body
of God’s people. . . . It I8 the day of the commandment,
and I8 the particular day after the chnrch’s days of labor.
It 18 the sacred * seventh day,’”’ and exalts the church’s day
above all secular days of thé State or traditionary days. . . .
He who works on this sacred scventh day, which the church
keeps according to the commandment, because it 18 not the
seventh day of the secular week, is o Sabbath-breaker,’

“ Now this i most excellent Roman Catholic doctrine, in
80 far as it appeals to the practice of the church, and it is a
wonder that the writer is fonnd in the Protestant ranks.
He ought to wear the alba and stole, elevate the host, attend
the confessional, and follow the other practices of the Roman
Catholics, in order to be consistent with his statements.”

The part of my article given above is a garbled
quolation, and by being soparated from the rest of
the article, does violence to its spirit and decelves tho
reader. Far from being so intensely Romish as to
turn the writer out of the ranks of Protestantism and
relegato him to wearing the stole and alba, elevating
the host, and attending the confessional, the doctrine
of the article reviewed is guarded by the strongest of
all Protestant doctrines, namely, the individual right
and duty of following God's commandment and word,
even if in doing it he stood alone.

A fuller section of my article for review would be
as follows : “‘The princlpal battle to be fought ig in
giving the true and plain interpretasion of the fourth
commandient. All the adjectives of number have
their meaning from that which precedes them. Jesus
said that he would rise the third day; and Webster
defincs this word [“third'] as, ‘The one after two of
the same kind ;’ 8o that the ¢ third’ in this text has
no reference to any other third, or to any day in the
sccular week. Webster defines ‘seventh’ as ‘one
coming after six of the same &ind or class. 1t cannot
refer to any other seventh.””

.the Sabbath.’

I go on to give the examples of Sampson (Judges
14 :18, 15, 17), the circuit of the walls of Jericho
(Joshna 6 : 14, 15), and the feast of unleavened bread
(Bx. 13:6; 12:18); showing that in each case
““geventh day” only meant the seventh day after the
stz mentioned in each case. and nothing more ; and I
add: “In’the same common-sense way are we to
interpret the language of the fourth commandment.
. . . The fonrth commandment contains a general
principle. . . . God addresses his chnrch, who are at
the foot of the monntain. He says: ‘I am the Lord
thy God, which bronght thee ont of the land of Egypt.’
¢ Six days shalt thon labor . . . . The seventh day is
According to the principles demonstrated,
this ‘ seventh day’ only relates to and is fized by the
six days of labor, We will do violence to common
sensc if we take any other view. The ‘seventh day’
depends upon the day in which the church, or the
great body of God’s people, begin the days of labor.
Nor is the church limited by the commandment, She
is not commanded to begin the days on Snnday or
Monday ; were that in it, it might have snited the
Jewlsh people, but not all people. Itisobjected that
this is any day, and no day in particnlar. The ob-
Jector does not see the force of the general principle :
(1) No one has a right to begin the days for himself ;
he mnst, if he would not break the Sabbath, conform
to the action of the great body of God’s people ; (2)
it is a very particnlar day, and not any day ; it is the
day of the commandinent, and is the particular day
after the church’s days of labor. It is the sacred
seventh, and exalts the chnrch’s day above all seenlar
days of the State or traditionary days. In it the
church does all that God does, and shonld not ask to
do more. God worked six days, or periods; so do
we. He rested on the seventh day, or period, after his
work i so do we. ~He blessed the ‘seventh day’ after
his work ; so do we, He sanctified (separated) this
‘geventh day’ from the six work-days; so do we.
We keep the whole lefter of the law, and he who
works on this sacred scventh day which the chnrch
keeps according to the commandment, because it is not
the seventh day of the secnlar week, is a Sabbath-
breaker.”

The reader will mark thateverywhere I found action,
not npon chnrch conimands, bnt npon the word of
God, which is the very essence of Protestantism. Bnt
not satistied with this care, 1 further guard my lan-
guage with words that this writer conld not misnnder-
stand : ““ Does the great body of God’s people keep the
commandment ? I see them work six days and rest the
seventh. I follow them, BECAUSE I see that they keep
the letter as well as the spirit of the law. If they
worked seven days and rested the eighth, I would not
JSollow them, but wonld be justified in ALONE jfollowing
the commandment.” .

Now, I submit to the reader whether this is such
good Romanism that T ought to get a snit at the mil-
liner’s and build a confcssional box. It is the most
ultra Protestantism, in its constant appeal to ‘“the
law and to the testimony ;” but especially in making
the individnal sit in jndgment npon the chnreh, com-
pare its action, and refuse to follow it nnless it follows
God’s word. There is no doctrine of majorities here.

“The writer fnrther paraphrases my words ; ' This
seventh day is no particular day of the week, bnt is
the particular day the majority of yon may at any
time hereafter choose.” Then follows a reference to
““gods before me,” which has no logic in it, even if
this paraphrase were trne. Then he adds the asser-
tion 2asse7'tion only) that Jews and Protestants believed
nothing of the kind. But the reader will see that I
have not said what this paraphrase makes me say.
I do say that this seventh day is the seventh day of
the commandment week, the secventh day of which
week is. and mnst be, fixed by the six days of labor.

Tailing in his review of my article, he turns to a
point nnnoticed by me :—

“1t 18 well known that the early Christians, those who
were converted on the day of Pentecost, and for some years
afterwards, were nearly or quite all Jews, and that these
Jewish Christians contimed to observe the seventh day of
the weck as the Sabbath.”

He knows very well that I claim that all of these
kept Saturday as the day of the synagogne, but also
kept Sunday as the Christian day, and that I referred
him to ““ Ruter’s Church History,” page 9, and to ** Ne-
ander,” ‘page 186. This spoils his argnment, namely,
that the few Gentile converts onght to have conformed
in the day to the Jewish majority ; nor can I perceive
in the history of tlie seventy years after Christ, chron-
icled in the New Testament, ‘ the extreme hatred
manifested by many of them toward all Jewish cus-
toms.” Jnst the reverse seems to be true, for Jewish
cnstoms were forced upon all Jewish Christians, and
even npon those but half Jewish (for example, Timo-
thy and Paul, Acts 21) ; and a mighty effort was made
to force them upon the Gentiles, even against the
direct command of the apostles, '

No good cau ever come from misrepresentation and
deception. Tinth never seeks these tools, and de-
plores their being turned against her,

‘WM. ARMSTRONG.

COMMENTS ON THE FOREGOING.
We give place to the foregoing article from Mr.
Armstrong, at his urgent solicitation. 1le fecls that
injustice was donc him in the article that was pnb-
lished in the Light of Home, and afterward copied in

‘and rest.

this paper. Not wishing to give any occasion for
offense, we give Mr. A. the benefit of his conviction,
and insert his letter entire, in order that our readers
may have both sides before then.

The qnestion involved is stated in the heading—
‘“The Meaning of ‘Seventh Day.’” Mr. A. lays
down s very important principle to which we call
special attention, as being & correct basis. He
strenuonsty maintains *“ the individual right and dnty
of following God’s commandment and word,” even
if in doing so one stands alone. We accept that
principle heartily, and ask the reader to decide
honestly and in the fear of God, after having read
our comments, whether Mr. Armstrong or the writer
most closely follows that principle.

There is still another principle laid down by Mr.
A. that we fully indorse ; viz., that “the adjectives
of number have their meaning from that whichk pre- .
cedes them.” His manner of applying this principle .
is pecnlinr. He represents God as addressing his
chnrch at the foot of Mt, Sinai, and delivering to it, in
common with others, the Sabbath law. According to
Mr, Armstrong, the Lord then and there committed to
his church the right, authority, and power of regnlat-
ing the day of the week that shonld be selected as
the Sabbath. He says to them, in snbstance, ““Yon
niay labor six days, and rest the seventh, beginning
this period of labor whenever yon see fit. T commit
this matter into your hands. to be regulated by you
throughont all time. I place only one restriction
npon yon ; viz., that you shall provide for six days of
labor, to be succeeded by one of rest. So long as yon
continne thus to arrauge and employ the time, in
cycles of seven days cach-—six of labor, and one of
rest,—yon will meet the conditions of the Sabbath
law that I hereby proclaim.” Please re-read what
Mr. A. says, and sec if we do not fairly interpret his
meaning.

Bnt let ns see what this doetrine will lead to. It
will donbtless be granted by all that God would not
impose obligations upon his creatures, and leave un-
supplied the means whereby they might obtain defi-
nite and clearly nnderstood knowledge with regard
to those obligations. But according to Mr. A.s
reasoning, God placed an obligation upon the human
race with regard to the observance of the Sabbath,
making it obligatory upon ‘them to observe as the |
Sabbath onme day in seven, and then committed to
men the right and privilege of interpreting that ob-
ligation to the extent of arranging the days of labor
The particnlar portion of the hnman race
to whom all others are to look for snch interpretation
of the Sabbath obligation, is designated by Mr. A.
as God’s trne church. Has Mr. A. reflected that
there may not be unanimity of sentiment as to what
body of people is entitled to be called God’s true
chnrech? Has he reflected that nowhere in God’s
word is it stated that this matter has been left to the
church to decide ? Has he reflected that there exists
only his own assertion as evidence that God ever
committed such a charge to his churech ? =

In Isa. 8:20 there is given a sure test whereby we
may know of the truth and validity of the claims pnt
forth by any individual: “To the law and to the
testimony ; if they speak not according to this word,
it is becanse there is no light in them.”

The Sabbath law as spoken by Jehovah from Sinai
reads thus: “Remiember the Sabbath day o keep it
holy ; six days shalt thon labor and do all thy work;
bnt the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy Qod ;
in it thon shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, thy man-sexvant, nor thy maid-serv-
ant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy
gates; for in six days the Lord made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the
seventh day ; wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath
day, and hallowed it.”

The Lord speaks of something that is already his
—“the seventh day ¢s the Sabbath of the Lord thy
God.” Had be left it for his chnrch to select that day,
the commandment should read thus: ‘“Whatever
seventh day you select and designate as such, will
thereby become the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.”
These are the words that Mr. Armstrong would put
into the mouth of the Lord.

Why did the Lord bless and hallow the Sabbath
day ?—Because that in it he had rested. Thus we
are taken back to creation for the institution of the
Sabbath, which we conctude Mr, A. will accept. The
record of the ingtitntion of the Sabbath is this:
“ And God blessed the seventh day and sanctiticd it.”
To sanctify is ‘‘ to separate, set apart, or appoint toa
loly, sacred, or religions use.”— Webster., 'Thus it is -
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evident that the sanctifying had reference to future
time, for time that has already passed caunot be set
apart for any use whatever. What was it that God
thus sanclified,—set apart, separated, and appointed
to a holy, sacred, and religious use ?—It could be
nothing more nor less than each and every recurring
seventh day of time, each and every septenary anni-
versary of the day upon which he rested. But Mr.
Armstrong says not so; but that it was whatever day
His church might afterward select.

It would be interesting to know whether Mr. A,
clajms that God originally committed to Adam and
Eve the privilege of numbering and arranging the
six days of labor and one of rest. If he could intrust
that prerogative to his church 2500 aficr the fali, it
would scem that he could intrust it to Adam before
he sinned. And if he did commit this matter to
Adam, the question arises, When did he do so ?—
Manifestly not until after the Sabbath was instituted.
Adam was created on the sixth day ; the next day was
the seventh, and whatever information the Lord gave
to him regarding the institution of the Sabbath, it is
reasonable to suppose was given at least as early as
the first day of the second week of time, which was
the third day of Adam’s existence. As “ the Sabbath
was made for man” (Mark 2 : 27), it is reasonable to
conclude that he was made aware of that fact as soon
ag it was instituted. As Adam proceeded to obey the
Sabbath law, even upon the basis set forth by M.
Armstrong, he could not do otherwise than begin to
number his six days of labor with the first day of the
second weck of thme. Thus it would occur that when
he came to the seventh day, he would celebrate it as the
'Sabbath ; and, mark, this day would also be the first
septenary anniversary of the day on whieh the Lord
himself rested. Thus Adam and his posterity would
continue to observe the numbering of the days in
cycles of seven, and cach recurring seventh day would
also be a septenary anniversary of the day upon
which the Lord rested. It could not be otherwise.

Now we ask, How would it be possible for a
change to be made by God’s church, in the day se-
lected as the Sabbath, and it still observe the Sabbath
law ? The law is, siw days of labor succeeded by one
of rest. In any event, a change in the day selected
as the Sabbath would involve a violation of the com-
mand ‘s days shalt thow labor ;” for in sclecting an-
other day the period of labor must necessarily be
lengthened, or else shortened, when the change is
made, or else two days in succession would have to
be observed as Sabbaths.

To illustrate : God committed the Sabbath law to
his true church at the foot of Mount Sinai. They
began ihe numbering of the days according to the
conditions of the command (accepting Mr. Arm-
strong’s interpretation), and settled upon what is
now known a3 the seventh day of the week, com-
monly called Saturday, as the Sabbath. As time
passcd along, a point was reached when it seemed
advisable to drop the day selected at that time, and
talke the day following as the Sabbath, viz., Sunday.
The reader will see at once that it could be done
only by having one period of seven days of labor, or
else at one time in the experience of the church, two
days in succession would have to be observed as Sab-
baths. In any event, the priuciple of the Sabbath
law would bo violated.

In adopting the new day, the first in the series
would necessarily come after seven days of labor, in-
stead of six, as the Jaw prescribes, or else it would
immediately follow a day of rest. Thus in no way
would it be possible to get a new order of Sabbaths
started without doing violence to the fundamental
principle of the Sabbath law. And if the first of a
geries is wrong, all others, being dependent upon the
starting point, must be wrong also. If the celebra-
tion of the first of this new order of Sabbaths was
pot upon a day sanetioned by the Sabbaih law,—and
that it was not we think all, even Mr. Armstrong
himself, wmust sce,~—then the continued observance
of the septenary anniversary of that day for any
number of years that could be named, would not rec-
tify the error. The continued repetition of an of-
fense can never establish the act as righteous,

Thus aecording to Mr. Armstrong's own interpre-
tation, there hag been no possible opportunity for a
legitimate change in the-day selected as tho Sabbath,
since God proclaimed his law from Sinai, The con-
clusion is incvitable, that if we find any day other
than that selected by God’s church after recciving
the Jaw at Sinai, claiming to be the Sabbath of the
Lord, it is an imposter, and obtained its position
through fraud, and by violation of the Sabbath law,
What is the situation ? We find a day, commonly

called Sunday, the first day of the week, claiming to
be the Sabbath of the fourth cor.mandment, and to
have become such by a change that was made at least
1600 years after the law was given at Sinai (we give
the reader the benefit of the earliest claims for Sun-
day sacredness). This ‘ first-day-of-the-week Sab-
bath ” does not clain to be the day of the week that
was selected by God’s church at Sinai as the Sabbath,
but claims to be the one following that. And we
find Mr. Armstrong championing this new day, and
at the same time laying down an interpretation of
the Sabbath law which proves it to be an imposter,
and as having obtained its position by a violation of
that law..

Mr. Armstrong says that if he should see the
church laboring seven days and resting the eighth,
he would not follow i, but be justified in alone fol-
lowing the commandment. Now he must acknowl-
edge that when the change was made, the chureh
did labor seven days and rest the eighth; or else he
will have to take the other horn of the dilemma,
and claim that it rested two days in succession.
We are unable to see that one position is preferable
to the other. We do not think that he will claim
that one violation of the Sabbath law was permissi-
ble, and that a new order of Sabbaths built up on
that violation will answer the requirements of the
Sabbath law. Hence, according .to his own state-
ment, we do not see how he can do otherwise than
to abandon the observance of the spurious day, and
accept the genuine, Should he do so, it would give
us great pleasure. G W. M,

e & e

LAW, GRACE, AND TRUTH.

“Fox the law was given by Moscs, but grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ.” John 1: 17.

Many interpret this text in this manner : Moses and
those living in his time knew nothing of grace and
truth, while Christ and his followers have nothing to
do with the law. That such an interpretation is
faulty, is cvident from the following considera-
tions :—

1. Moses followed the Lord ; this was faith. He
drank of the spiritual Rock, which was Christ. 1
Cor. 10 : 4, “By faith Moses, when he was come to
years, rofused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter ; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for
a season ; esteeming the.reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt, for he had respect
unto the recompense of the reward.” Yes, he en-
dured, as secing Him who is invisible. This, cer-
tainly, was God’s grace and truth that sustained and
guided him, and this was the same grace and truth
which were revealed by Jesus Christ. Christ, the
true light, not only reveals sin, but also shines even
unto the north, the gsouth, the east, and the west.
His light shines not alone from Bethlehem and Cal-
vary into the future, but also back into the past.

2. God’s grace and mercy were annonnced to Is-
rael and Moses, and indeed all God’s servants ol-
tained merey from the Lord. “ And it shall come to

I mn gracious.” Ex. 22: 27. ““Aud the Lord said
unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou hast
spoken ; for thou hast found grace in my sight, and
] know thee by name. And he said, I bescech thee,
show me thy glory. And he said, I will make all
my gooducss pass before thee, and I will proclaim the
name of the Lord before thee ; and will be gracious
to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on
whom I will show mercy.” Ex. 88:17-19. And
again it is said : ““And the Lord passed by before
him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God, merci-
ful and gracious, long-suffering, and-abundant in
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.” Ex.
84:.6, 1.

The blessings of the Lord were proclaimed to Is-
racl as well ag the curses. “On this wise ye shall
bless the children of Isracl, saying unto them, The
Lord bless thee, and keep thee; the Lord make his
face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee; the
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give
thee peacc. And they shall put my name upon the
children of Israel ; and I will bless them.” Num,
6 :23-26. Thc blessing belonged to the believer and
the curse lo the unbeliever and ungodly, just the
same as they do in our day under the new covenant.
God is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever, the
Father of light, who changeth not. ‘‘God is no rc-
specter of persons ; but in every nalion he that fear-

pass, when he crieth unto me, that I will hear; for

eth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with
him.”  Acts 10 : 34, 35.

8. Moses wrote concerning Chrlst : * The Lord thy
God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst
of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him
ye shall hearken.” The Lord said unto Moses: **I
will raise them up a Prophet from among their breth-
ren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his’
mouth ; and he shall speak unto them nll that I shall
command him. And it shall come to- pags that who-
soever will not hearken unto my words which he shall
speak in my name, I.will require it of him.” Deut.
18: 15, 18, 19. T
4. Christ did not abolish the law, bnt established

Matt. §5:17-19.

5. Christ explained to his disciples whal was wrlt-

it.

ten concerning him in the Scriptures, by Moses and

the prophets. Luke 24 : 27.

6. Christ and Moses are not opposed Lo cach other.
They were seen, also Elias, on the mount of trans-
figuration, ahd conversed in perfect harmony. Yea,
they held sweet counsel together, and talked of
Jesus’ departure from the earth, which he was to ful-
fill at Jerusalem. Luke9:80, 81. The above-men-
tioned text simply denotes that the law was given by
Moses. He was the instrument which God used
among men to proclaim his law. But grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ. If he had not come to
this carth, then no man_could have leen saved.
Then could neither Moses or any other have found

| grace in the sight of the Loud.

So, then, this is a sound and good doctrine, that
grace shines from the cross of Christ to all nations,
both to them that Yived before he eame in ihe -fiesh
and to those who have lived since. **Neither is there
salvation in any other ; for there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we must
be saved,” Acts 4 12.—John G. Maiteson.

Temperance Guflooh.

THEYICTORY OVER APPETITE.

“Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but
one_receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain,
And evory man that striveth for the mastery Is tenperate
in all things, Now they do it to obtain "a corruptibie
crown ; buf we an incorruptible.” 1 Cor, 9 : 24, 25,

Here the battle between self-control and selfish in-
dulgence is set forth. There is work for us to do,
stern, earnest work, to deeide whieh shall obtain the
mastery. All our habits, tastes, and inclinatious
should be in accordance with the laws of health and
life. By this means we may secure the very hest phys-
ical conditions, and have mental clearness to discern
between the good and the evil.

There are many expensive indulgences that are al
the same time very injurious. They derange the
digestive organs, and destroy the appetite for simple,
wholesome food, and sickness and suffering are the
result. With dyspepsia and its attendant evils comes
the loss of a sweet disposition. There is irritability,
fretfulness, impatience ; and harsh, unkind words are
spoken, which may result in the loss of a dear friend.
Thus the books of heaven show loss in many ways.

God is not unwilling that we should enjoy the
blessings of life: He has placed in our hands abun-
dant means for the gratification of natural appetite.
In the products of the carth there is a bountiful va-
riety of food that is both palatable and nutritious,
and of these articles we ‘“may frecly eat.” We mny
enjoy the fruits, the vegetables, and the grains which
‘our benevolent heavenly Father has provided for our
use, without doing violence to the laws of our being.
Such a diet will nourish the body, and preserve its
natural vigor, without the use of artificial sthnulants
and luxuries.

Intemperance commences at the table, in the use of
unhealthful food. After a time, as the digestive or-
gans become weakened, the food does not satisfy the
appetite, and there is a craving for more stimulating
food and drinks. Tea, coffee, and flesh-meats pro-
duce an immediate effect, and are freely indulged in.
Under their influence, the nervous system is excited,
and in some cases, for the .time being, the intellect
seems to be invigorated, and the imagination to be
more vivid. But there is always a reaction. The
nervous system, having been unduly excited, bor-
rows power for present use from its future resources ;
and all this temporary invigoration of the system is
followed by depression. The appetite, educated to
crave something stronger, soon calls for tobacco,
wines, and lignors.
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The more the appetite is indulged, the more im-
perative are its demands, and the more difficult it is
to control. ‘The more debilitated the system becomes,
and the less able to do without unnatural stimulants,
the more the passion for these things increases, until
the will is overborne, and there séems to be no power
to deny the unnatural craving, ’ )

We are to be temperate in all things, Not only
should we be carcful to exercise judgment in the
selection of proper food, but strict temperance in eat-
ing and in drinking is essential to the healthy preser-
vation and ¥vigorous exercise of all the functions of
the body. Butintemperance in eating, even of health-
ful food, will have an injurious effect upon the sys-
tem, and will blunt the mental and moral faculties.

Parents are many times responsible in this matter.
They educate the tastes of their children by indulging
them in the use of unhealthful articles. They per-
mit them to eat rich pastries and highly seasoned food,
and to drink tea and coffee. They are thus laying the
foundation for perverted appetites, and ruining the
health of their children. They should help them in
thig respect, and not place temptation in their way.

Frequently mothers permit their children to eat
candy and sweetments, and the habit thus formed, be-
sides involving an unwise expenditure of money, is

‘Tuinous to the health. One mother said to me, ag she
placed a package of candy in hetchild’s hand, ““Itis
only five cents’ worth.” It was [ ,very‘poo'r quality of
candy, and highly colored. ‘Thé child looked in my
face with much interest, to-see how I regarded the
matter, Said I, “The lessons in the selfish indul-
gence of taste which you are giving your children, are
setting their feet in an evil path. You, as their guar-
dian and teacher, should be helping them to overcome.
You should be teaching them to cease to do evil and to
learn to do well.” ‘

Besides the injury that is done to the health, these
indulgences of taste arein the end expensive. Though

- but o trifle may be spent at each time, they soon ag-
gregate quite n sum ; and this money might be spent
for some useful purpose, or be-glven to the cause of

'God. Will you ponder these things, my Christian
friends, and see if you cannot, by self-denial, and the
better health that will come with the better habits,
accomplish more with your life than you have done
hitherto ?

Christian women can do much in the great work for
the salvation of others, by spreading their tables with
only healthful, nourishing food. They can educate
the tastes and appetites of their children; they can
form in them habits of temperance in all things, and
encourage benevolence and sclf-denial for the good of
others. The moral sensibilitles of Christians should
be aroused upon this subject, that they may help
those who are so weak in self-control as to be almost
powetless to resist the cravings of appetite. If we
could realize that the habits we form in’this life will
affect our eternal interests, we would be much more
careful than we now are; and by our example and
personal effort we might be the means of saving
many souls from the -degradation of intemperance
and crime, and the consequent penalty of death.

Here is the battlq before us, to subdue self and .be
temperate in all-things if -we would securé the incor-
ruptible crown of immortal life. The prize is within
our reach, and every one may win it who will strive
lawfuily. But how many who have had precious op-
portunities and great light and fprivileges, seem de-
void of resson in regard to the purpose of life, and
fail to realize the shame and confusion that will be
theirs when they shall recelve sentence according as
their works have becen! They might rise intellectually
and morally if they would govérn theinselves ; but this
they will not do, for they love self supremely.

The lives of such persons are a shallow pretense.
They do not aim at any high stendard in personal
character ; but thejr attention is taken up with mat-
ters of dress, style, personal appesrance, equipage,
and sensuous enjoyment. Reproof and warning are
refused or disregarded. They do not like the effort
it would require,, and so-make no exertion. to change
their course. Adter looking in the mirror, they for-
- get what gkgqngigq@harpcterg they found vepresented
there, and pursue their accustomed round of folly,

which they ‘chIP Yeddoth’ aind enjoyment, They do

not understangi{glifeousness. If they would for a

time chnnge:thélr.course of action, and live a self-
denying, godly 1f8; being termperate in all things,
they would ifave wisdom, stéength; and power to live

 noblg, usditifEes " T U
To attain ﬁ‘}j}lﬁh;.}\.,}{fg‘(:ig_.mig -gg}f-indulgent, iaw-

loss age, We must daily have the spirit of Christ. But

he is willing to bestow it upon those who range them-
selves under his blood-stained banner, fighting the
battles of the Lord. There are precious victories to
gain ; and the victors in this contest against appetite
and every worldly lust, will receive a crown of life
that fadeth not away, and a blessed home in that city
whose gates are of pearl and whose foundations are
of precious stones. I8 not this prize worth striving

~for ? 1Isitnot worth every effort that we can make ?

Then let us 8o yun that we may obtain.—Mrs. H. G
Whate,

o e

—The testimonies of a number of distinguished
})hysicians of England are, that in cases of fever they
ost twenty-three per cent when alcohol was used,
and only five per cent when it was not used.

Jlotes from the Hield.

e e
“The field Is the world.”

9= Brief mention of work done and results accomplished
by Seventh-day Adventists, in different parts of the field,
according to reports received since our lust jssue :—

VerMorT,—Thirteen converts were baptized at the
camp-meeting held at Vergennes.

Niw Yorg.—The annual camp-meeting held at
Utica was largely attended, and successful.

MaiRe.—A geries of meetings held at Bangor re-
sulted in the conversion of nine worthy persons.

Cororano.—The State camp-meeting abt Greeley
was quite successful ; ten converts were baptized.

CariroRNiA.—Meetings held at Alita, San Luis
Obispo, and in Monterey county, result in eighteen
converts, -

NEvapa.—The camp-meeting for this State was
‘held at Reno, and was well attended ; nine converts
were baptized.

InpraNa.—Nine converts baptized at Boggstown
and added to the church; two new believers reported
at La Fayette.

WisconsiN,—Meetings held at Merton and North
Lake awaken considerable interest, and result in the
conversion of some,

Kansas,—A camp-meeting held at Stockfon a few
weeks since was well attended, and successful ; thirty
converts were baptized. .

DeNMARK.—E. (. Olsen reports interesting meet-
ings at Frederickshavn, where fourtesn persons have
recently embraced the faith. ‘

NEw ZEALAND.—A new church has recently been
completed at Auckland, where the interest to learn
more of the truth is still growing.

Texas.—The number of believers at Black Jack
Girove has been incressed to forty-eight: meetings
held at Campbell awaken considerable intevest.

TriiNois.—At the State conference recently held
at Springfield, it was voted to raise $50,000 to pur-
chase s site and erect a mission house ip Chicago.

Daxora.—Five additional converts reported at
Spearfish ; church at Lakeside recently received seven
new members; two convelts were baptized at Mill-
bank.

AusTRALIA.—E, J, Burnham gives an encouraging
report of the work in this far-off land; several have
embraced the faith at Castlemaine, where meetings
have been held.

On10.—At the annual State conference held at
Cleveland, ten ministers and seven licentiates were
commissioned to engage in public labors in behaif of
the cause the ensuing year.

Eugore.—L. R. Conradi reports that fifteen be-

lievers were recently baptized at Bienne, Switzerland ;
twenty-five believers reported at Zurich ; several were

" recently baptized at Saratov, Russia,

‘MassacHUSETTS —At the annual conference "re-
cently held at Nevw B dford, six ministers, five licen-
tiates, and fourteen colporters received their respec-
tive credentials and licenses to labor publicly during
the coming year.

MinnesoTa.—H. F. Phelps reports a good interpst
in the health and temperance work: at various pointk
where he has labored in the State; the camp-meeting
at Waseca resulted in several converts ; the company
of believers at Bluffton receive three accessions. N

Micniean.—Sixteen believers have signed the
church covenant at Hesperia ; the interest at Berville
continues good, quite a number of conversions hav-
ing recently taken place among the young people;
the annual camp-meeting held at Grand Rapids was
an occasion of great interest, nearly three thousand
belisvers being in attendance ; a series of ‘tent meet-
ings at Deckerville results in ten converts; church at
Downington receives nine new members,

The @heological Woayld,

..._.There are in our country sixty-eight tribes of
Indians destitute of the beneficent labors of Chyis-
tian missionaries,

Of the 6,486 congregations that compose the
American Presbyterian Church, no less than 1,201 ave
reported as vacant. :

....At Hicksville, Ohio, recently, thirty-three mem-
bers of the United Brethren Church :;vyere fexpelled
for belonging to secret societies.

R I i‘? announced that a general conference of al]
evangelical missions in Mexico will be held in the City
of Mexico, January 81 to February 3, 1888.

....A seminary for the education of missionaries
among the Jews has been established at Leipzig, the
second of the kind in the world, the other being in
London. '

....The Roman Catholic Church has in Qreat Brit-
ain 1,600 chapels, 224 monasteries, 415 convents, 29
colleges, and 2,599 priests. The gains since 1870
have been as follows: chapels, 256; monasteries
156 ; convents, 182; colleges, 9; and priests, 872, ’

....A lotter from the Rev. J. M. Greene, of the City

of Mexico, reports the brutal murder of three native .

Protestants of that place at the hands of a Oatholic
mob. The Protestants of the state are in great foar,
and the outcome of the matter is awaited with much
anxiety.

....In withdrawing from the Church of England,
the curate of Penarth, Mr. Plater, says, in his letter
published in the Welsh papers, “The prospect of
greater freedom alleviates the pain of separation, and
enables me to look forward hopefully to a minigtry
unl;txjammeled by the fetters of priestcraft and dog-
matism.” :

. ... A Christian missionary, on entering a new field in
China, was kindly received by the mandarin, who
promised to do all in his power to help him. I have
not heard your doctrine,” gaid he, ““but have seen it,
I have a servant who was a perfect devil; but since
he received your doctrine he is another man, and I
can now trust him.”

....The Springfield Republican says: ‘There is no
manner of doubt that Spain intends to expel the Prot-
estant missionaries and introduce Roman Catholicism
on the Oarolines, The arrest of missionary Doane,
of the American Board, was but an incident of this
deliberate usurpation of a fleld which has been cul-
livated by Protestant missionaries.”

....There was quite a scene, recently, in the rooms
of the New York Association of Methodists, where
Dr, Mc Glynn delivered an address. He presented
the {Henry George land theories, saying they repre-
gented the cause of humanity, A minister ‘offered a
resolution, wishing Dr. Mc Glynn Gedspeed in his ef-
forts to diffuse the doctrines. Great confusion en-
sued, and the resolution was amended and then
passed,

....The Youngstown (0.) Datly Telegram of Sep-
tember 9, contains an account of the Spiritualist
camp-mesting at Cassadags, N. Y., which says: “The
attendance has been so large on some days as to en:
tirely overflow the amphitheater. If Spiritualism
should be proven false, tge fool-killer would have to
employ & large force of deputies; for it seems ag
though the majority of people now-a-days believe in
it.”’—Signs of the Times.

....A recent number of the Ohristian Advocate has.
an article from Dr. Asbury Loury, relative to the pre-
vailing. religious sentiment in Rio de Janeiro. Ca-
tholicism is the establighed veligion there, and the
Doctor states that infldelity is very prevalent. He
further remarks : ‘It is reported that the priests are
more infidel than any other class. On one of their
numerous holidays, a priest was observed practicing
his absurd impositions upon the poor people. T was
told that' a gentleman asked him if he believed in
these things. ‘No,’ he replied, ¢ but these poor devils
do., » \

....Mr. Spurgeon has recently made a statement in
reference to the inercase of infidel teaching from
non-conformist pulpits, which, in connection with re-
cent movéments in the training colleges of various
dissenting bodies, ought to awaken a deep sense of
alarm and increased watchfulness. In the August
number of his magazine he says: ‘‘ The case is mouwrn-
ful. Certain ministers are making infidels. Avowed
atlieists are not o tenth as dangerous as those preach-

“ers who scatter doubt and stab at faith. A plain wnn

told us the other day that two ministers had derided
him because he thought we should pray for rain, A

' gracious woman bemoaned in my presence that u

precious promise in Tsaiah, which had comforted her,
had been declared by her minister to be uninspired.
It is a comimoh thing to hear working-men cxcunse lhe's
wickedness by the statement that there is no heil,—
‘the parson says so.’ Meeting-houses are empty.
The places which the gospel filled, the new nonsense
has emptied, and will keep empty.”
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. The question of the covenw%s

" but g¥ant it life.”

160 . %| o ,‘7 &
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p35~The attontion of our readers is called to the
articles en ““God's Covenants with Men,” by Eld.
Smith, that are now running through the Sroxnn.
one thal has always
been a souree of much perplekity in the minds of
many; but we ihink that when properly understood,
complete harmony will be seen to exist, and the true
relation of the covenants to Got’s law will be (dis-
cerned. )

et @ P e

B&¥y-The Paris Municipal Council hasg been reading
through the books used in the parish schools, in order
to cut eut all passages where tle nane of God occurs
or any allugion is M)ége to Christian doctrines, A full
st of such pnssu was compiled three years ago,
but the recent altprations in the course of studies
have been the cause of a new revision, In the text-
book of La Fontaine’s fables, a verse running as fol-
lows, ““The little fish will grow to full size if God
bit grant it life,” is amended so as to read, **if one

et 0 P
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& In a's(mg-bookv that was not long since quite
popular in the Sunday-schools throughout the coun-
try, and may be yet in some localities for aught we
know, is oile song, the chorus to which runs thus :—

“ Happy, happy.Sunday, bringing peaceful rest |
Day of joy and gladness, oul Father, (God, hag blest,”

These wmds were written by. a gentleman who pre-
fixed the title ““Rev.” .to his name, and who, there
"fore, should have been qualified to know something
in regard ;to.the subject, As we roflected on this
singular cliorus, the iluery ‘arose, Where is the bless-
ing * Where do-we have any record of God’s bless-
ing being bestowed -upon Sunday, or the first day of
the week ? God’s own word, which should be our
authority on such subjects, bears the following testi-
mony : “ And God blessed the seventh day, and sanc-
lified it ; because that'in it he had rested from all his
work.” Gen..2 : 8. What right had the writer of
the above-menttoned hymn to set aside this record,
and make the broad assertion that God blessed the
first day of the weel:¥ If there is any blessing or
comunand for Sunday obgervance, the Bible shouid
contain it; . Where is lt?

WHEN ‘ WILL SALVATION BE GIVEN ?

A (,ommsrounnm' writes :—

In Rev. 12:10 occurs the expression, ¢ Now {8 come sal
vation,” and by the.connection:it sesms evident that the
time referred to is during Christ's ministry upon earth.
In Ileb. 9 : 28 we read .that “unto them that ook for him
[Christ] shall he appéar the sécond time without sin unto
galvhtion,” thus' indicating that salvation is not to be re-
cetved until the second coming of Christ. How do you har-
monize these two passages 1

Rupry : Salvation, in the broadest and most com-
plete sense of the term, is not to be received by the
saints -until the second coming of Chuist. Strictly
speai(ing, the meaning of Rev. 12:10 may be ex-
pressed by saying that now is come the means of sal-
vation. Tt has always been customary, and may be
witnessed ‘con tinually, to speak of the means to an end
as the thing itself. At the time cvidently referred to
in Rev, 12 : 10, Christ had endured the confiict with.
Satan, and had come' off conquerdr. : The Devil had
been completely foiled in his endeavors to cause a
failure'in any of the conditions of the scheme of sal-
vation. Because 0f the Gomplete success of all the
conditions that were to,be met by Christ’s first advent
and his ministry npon earth, it was eminently appro-
priate to use that oxpressmn, ““ Now is come salva-
tion,”—now is secured by the' plainest and ‘most in-
controvertible ev1dence, beyond the possibility of
failure, the conditions necessary to salvation.

e O P

CHRIST'S FULFILLMENT OF LAW.

In Luke 24:44 Ghrist sponks of having fulijge] v
that which was. written of him in the “law of Moses,s
and in the prophets, and in the psalms.” It is sug-
gested by a correspondent that since the decalogue
is not the Inw of Moses, and there is nothlng written
in it concer umg Clnist; we may conclude that in Matt,
5+ 17, 18 Christ did not refer to the decalogue

It does not appenr that such a conclusion is admis-
sible. Matt. 5:17, 18 reads as follows: *“Think not
that T am come to destroy the law'or the prophets :

1 am net come to destroy, but to fulfili, For verily

| gawe him, Qen. R: 7.

I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot

or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till
all be fulfilled.” If it be granted that the law of
Moses is here referred to instead of the decalogue, it
follows that that law is still in force, because there
are many Old Testament prophecies that have not
yet been fulfilled, and some that cannot be until”thé
new-carth state is reached. Neither have heaven
and earth yet passed away. It was proper for Christ
to speak of fulfilling the moral law. That law, be-
ing perfect, anticipates a perfect character in its
subjects, and in supplying that perfect character
Christ fulfilled the auticipations of the law; he fur-
nished a perfect counterpart to it. The ceremonial
law was typical in its ndture, and being fulfilled by
Christ, of necessity ceased to be obligatory. There
being nothing pertaining to the moral law that was
in any sense typical, its perpetuity was not affected
by its fulfillment. It seems conclusive, howevdr,
that by the expression ‘“till all be fulfilled,” in Matt.
5:18, Christ had reference to the prophets and not
to the law. He established the perpetuity of the law
by stating that not one jot or tittle of it should pass
away until all the prophecies should be fuifilled.
This was equivalent to saying that it should never
pass away, as some of the prophecies.extend through
the ceaseless cycles of eternity.

o do
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* PROFESSIONAL HEALERS.”

-
Y

UNDER the above captibn, the Philadelphia Messen-
ger, of Sept. 7, 1887, speaks very sensibly as follows,
regarding a noticeable feature of our times : -—

Over one hundred “Christian Scientists” publish
their cards in the Christian Science Journal of Boston,
announcing themselves as professional healers and
teachers. This sect, as we may call it, has more

“than & score of ““ Institutes,” in which it is presumed

that ‘“lealing” is tought on '‘spiritual pripciples.”
They will do much to bring science and, if possible,
Chiistianity, into disrepute. They will raise false
tests, and fail so signally that those who rely upon
them will come to doubt the efficacy of prayer in ev-
ery cage, when it is offered for the sick. The idea of
an Institute in the time of the apostles for the acquisi-
tion of such power, when the gift of healing was
granted with such dlscnmmatmn and to the exclu-
sion of the gains such men as Simon Magus solght,
is preposterous. But people can deceive themselves
in such things as well as in any other. Indeed, it is
just in this “domain that those who doubt that the
powers of the world to come have been brought to
us in Olrist, are likely to become mixed up, credu-
lous, and afterward infidelic. The latest kink we
hiave heard on this subject was the statement, ear-
nestly madé, that the laying on of hands, spoken of
in the Bihle, was nothing but the massage tréatment
now practiced in many cases with good effect.

o

ERROR D.EEP\~RO0TED.

Ir men’s minds were like blank- paper, it would be
an eagy matter to write the truth in them. If errors
did not fill the mind; the truth could be: as easily
learned as a child could learn the alphabet. It is'n
greater task to get men to unlearn their errors, than
to teach them the truth. False ideas fill the mind,
-which must be dislodged before there is any room for
the truth, To expel these is the hardest of the buttle

“For error cherighed long, e'en when confessed,
With deep reluctance Jeaves the human breast.”

For example, a person has the popular’ idea of dls-
embodied, human spixits, a sort of living entity which
the Bible does not mention, and it seems impossible
to make him see that the spirit that. returns at death
to God who gave it (Beel. 12 : 7) is merely the breath
of life which God breathed into his nostrils. The
spirit in his vocabulary is an immaterial, conscious
entlty, living, acting, and immoytal; therefore the
plainest testimonies of Beripture,jelearly defining the
‘spirit of man, cannot find o place in hismind; becanse
his mind is full of a false theory.

Tf he were rid of his false definition of spnit"’ it

uld be easy for him to learn that; as man became a
an goul when God breathed into his nostrils‘the

reuth of life, go when the spirit returns to God, and
the dust to the earth as'i was, it is, merély the un-

*making of man, or resolving’ him into the ‘original
“elements; and is equivalent to the expression, “’I‘h_gu

takest away their breath, they die, and return to thei»
dust.” Ps. 104:20. ‘“The body without the spirit
[breath, maxgm] is dead.” James. '2:26."" Job says
(chapter 27: 8), ““ All the while my breath is in’ ‘me,,
and the spirit of God is in my nostrils ;” and theq in
the margin. it is said, “That 1s, the ' breath which God
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ROMISH TOLERANCE IN GUATEMALA.

IF any one wishes to know whether the spmt .

which animates Roman Catholicism to-day differs
from the spirit of that power in the Dark Ages, let
him look to foreign countues under Romish dom-
inance, where Protestantism is seeking to gain a foot-
hold.  Buch a place is Guatemaia. The Rev, Clark
Hiil, of this country, has succeeded in establlshing
there a Protestant church under the protection of
Plemdent Bnmllos This Catholicism could not.en-
dure,. So the leaders of the papal hierarchy, the
Catholic archbishop and hjs friends, after making an
effort to turn the government against Protestantism,
in which they tailed, have procecded to San Francisco
to procure means for the purpose of overturning the
government And Guatemala i by no means the
only place where such intolerance is manifested.
The ¢ase of mlssionmy Doane, of the Samoan Islands,
affords still more emphatlc testimony on this poitt.
Though backéd by thé American Board of Foreign
Missions, he was, at the instigation of the Romanists,
geized and implisoned his work stopped, mission
schools broken up, ahd no steps left untaken to ob-
litérate the results of his labors ‘ns far as possible,
In the City of Mexiéo, t0o, three native Protestants
have just met & most brutal death at the hands of a
Catholic mob, and other Piotestants are foarful of
their lives. ' These ate specimens of Rome’s tolerance
in these foréign lands and he must be blind indeed

who caniot ses that Torié would  pursue the same .

courge in the United States to- day, did not our Prot-
estant clvilization stand in' the wny —Review and Her-
ald,
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