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General Meeting in Calcutta

- The annual general meeting of the
Indian believers in .the Bengal Mission
was held at Entally, Calcutta, June 22
to 27. During the earlier part of the
meeting we had the help of Brethren
Pettit and Mattison. Brother Williams
and the writer were in attendance during

Much of the burden of the meeting
naturally rested on Brethren Burgess and
Mookerjee, who are able to labour in the
vernacular. The nature of the meeting
was much the same as described in my
recent report of the South India general
gathering. :

BENGAL MISSION HEADQUARTERS, ENTALLY, CAT.CUTTA

the whole of the meeting. All the foreign

- workers of the Bengal Mission were
present, with the exception of Brother
Frank Smith. '

There wasa good attendance of the
Bengali brethren, and the Santali work
wag represented by a number of believers
from Karmatar. '

. Brother Williams spoke on the financial
hgs‘}pon_sibil_ities we are about to assume
with the incoming of the approaching
year, and what this will mean to all the
believers in the India Union Mission.
?j:fhgryg\seemed; to be a spirit of willingness
to help in the effort to make the -work
self-supporting. No doubt this effort, will
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in itself do mueh to strengthen the hold .

the truth has on the hearts of ‘those that
have received if.

On . Sunday evening, June 24th,
Brother L. G. Mookerjee was ordained to
the gospel ministry. The service was held
in the Free-school Street meeting hall,
which was well filled by the members of
the English and DBengali churches.
Brethren Burgess, Pettit and Comer and
the writer took part in the ordination.
It is encouraging to seé in the ordination
of Brethren Mookerjee ‘and Fhomas the
setting aside of the first of our Indian
brethren- to- the work of the ministry.
We trust these brethren will prove the
first-fruits of many whom God will call-to
this sacred work from among: the people
of this land. N

At the early morning devotional service
on the last day of the méeting there ‘was
a most. touching evidence of the working

of the Holy Spirit on thé hearts of*the

believers present. The meeting lasted
from six to nine o’clock, and was charac-
~ terised by a spirit of surrender, COnfesSio“n
and reconciliation. One young man
made public confession of some wrong,
and then crossed over to where the othér
one concerned was seated, and asked for-
giveness. -This example was followed by
many, and there seemed to be a great
clearing of the King’s highway that morn-
‘ing. There was no mistaking the spirit
of the meeting, even to one not acqumnt-
ed with-the language.

It was an' encouraging omen £o see the -
and ’

students from the Bengali boys’

girls” schools taking so seriously and

: whole-heartedly the work of getting right -

with God It augurs well for théir be-

coming true labourers in: the cause of
Chrrst

But this work was not confined to the
young people. There were sonie recon-
ciliations that will greatly affect for good
some of our isolated companies of Sab-
bath keepers. All the workers -were
cheered to see this evidence of the work
of divine grace on human hearts.

Acting ‘on a decision of the Union
Mission committee. with regard to the
licenses to be granted to Indian workers,
the Bengal Mission committee approved
of a Bible Worker's license being given
to each of the following brethten: .

P. K. Roy, P. C. Arinda, 8. C. Sircar,
A. C. Haldar, J. Besra, B. Peterson, and
M. Lisku.

There. were also elght co]porkeurs to
whom it was voted t0 granit certificates.

- We hope that the future will see &

steadily increasing force of traihed and
faithful native workers in edch drvmon’
of our field. ‘ '
Touring Esst Bengal
‘On thé first of July, Pastor L. G.
Mookerjee and the writer left Calcitta to

. make a tour of the villages i Hast

Bengal where there are companies of
believers in the Third A.ngel § Message
We reached Gopa]gan} the néxt after-
noon, and spent & couple 6f ddys with the
believers there, celebratmg the ordinances
with them. Brother A. €. Haldar is the
leader of this company.

At Gopalgan} we transferred from the
river steamer to a house boat, in which
we made most of the rémainder of the
trip. Bast Bengal is' indndated at this-
season, making boat travel the only
means of transportation.

After visiting the believers at Ghaur-
khuli and’ Burdabaree we gpent the fol-
lowing Sabbath ‘af Surgram; where

- Brother P. K. Roy is labouring. I the
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morning we had a short service dedicating
- the humble meeting house that has been
erected for the use of the Suagram
company. This was followed by Sabbath
school, and then by a baptismal service
in which seven persons were buried and
raised again from the watery grave.

In the a.fktern,oon a church of fourteen
members was organised, with Brother
Roy as elder. This is the first local
church to be ovrga.niysed in Kast Bengal.
Judging from what we saw on this trip
I shopuld say that it will not be long be-
fore three or four other companies will be
‘ready to be organised in the same way. .

After the ordination of the elder and
:"~,,@qaconIWe partook of the Lord’s Supper
together. This was a joyful day to the
< THttle church at Suagram, and we rejoiced
= with them at the forward steps that were

té_;ken. We spent the Sunday also at
* Suagram, and then continued our journey.

‘During the second week we visited
some interesting groups of new believers
at Chabikhapar and Shanuhar, where
Brother P. C. Arinda is working.. By
Thursday evening we reached Sharenghati
where there is quite & numerous company
of Sabbath-keepers who are holding on
to the truth steadfastly without the help
of any mission worker. With these
brethren we spent the Friday and Sab-
bath. On Sunday we resumed our
journey, and reached Dacca at midnight
on the 17th.

During this trip I got guite a new view
.of the prospects for a épeedy develop-
ment of our work in the Bengal Mission.
I had the idea that the Bengali people,
because of their agitation against foreign
rule, would be for the most part unwill-
ing to embrace what they would regard
as a “foreign” religion. But in HEast

Bengal the people seem to be open-
hearted and impressible, and many are
responding to the gospel call. The very
impulsiveness of the Bengali nature
seems;to help the people to dare to step
out and openly confess what they believe
to be truth. '
-The way the message is gaining a
foothold among these people seems to
indicate that the Lord will make this
district a stronghold for the cause, that
will become a great help in the giving of
the message in the whole of the Bengal
province. . This impression is confirmed
when one visits our Bengali Boys' and
Girls’ Schools at Calcutta, where the
students are é.}most exclusively from
East Bengal. % -

I was glad of this opportunity to be-
come acquainted with the difficult condi-
tions: with. which our workers have” to
contend in seeking to develop the work in
this territory. To maintain a supply of
pure food and water is alone quite a
problem, to say nothing of the malarial
conditions and other sicknesses so preva-
lent in marshy country in the tropies, that
must be guarded against. The work in
this district requires great patience, tact,
carefulness, and love for the people.
Brother and Sister Mookerjee should have
onr earnest prayers for God’s help to be

_given them in the difficult and yet promis

ing work that has fallen to their care in
East Bengal. W. W. FLETCHER.

“Be brave, my soul, for cowardice is
" weakness;

. Be strong, for weakness is disgrace ;
qare not for clouds, for sunlight is
'~ external; o
- The one who falters never wins a

* race.” —Stamats
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Asnatlc Dnvnsmn Conference Meetmg

Shanghai, April 5-24, 1917

“MERCY unto you, andpeace, and love,
be multiplied,” was the message flashed
across the American continent and
beneath the waters of the broad Pacific,
from ‘the General Conference head-
quarters in Washington, D.C., %o the
delegates assembled at the opening meet-
ing of the Asiatic Division Conference
récently held in Shanghai. As Pastor
R. C. Porter; the chairman, read the
words of greeting, heartfelt .‘‘Amens”
were spoken in response. And the pray-
ers and good wishes of our brethren and
sisters in the homeland, a8 voiced in this
cable meéssage, were not in vain.
conference session was one where peace
and love abounded. From beginning to
close the spiritual interests were made
first, and heafts flowed together “in
Christian unity. The work of the confer-
ence has now been completed, and nearly
all those present have scattered to the
- ends of the earth; yet in spirit and in
purpose they are as one for the finishing
of the work they have been commissioned

to do.

One hundred and eighty adults, re-
presenting every union conference and
mission in the division, from India to
Korea, and from ' Australia to North
China, were present to join in the open-
ing hymn,—

“O God our help .in ages past
Our bope for years to come.’

Pastor W. T. Knox led in prayer.
The roll call that followed was very like
“a catalogue of all the lands of the Far
A goodly
number of native believers—representa-

tives of the ﬁrst—frults of the Church gf _

Our .

Asia—ere ‘present to unite wrth us in-
otir dehbera;tlons‘

Pastor Porter extended a hearty wel- -
cone to all, both foreign and native, and
referred especially to the presenceof several
from the General Conference and North
American Division Conference. The good
counsels given by Brethren A. G. Daniels;
W, T. Knox, N. Z. Town, and Frederick
Griggs served to strengthen the hands of
the Asiatic Division leaders -and their
adsociates in the conduct of the spiritual
and business interests of the conference.

The visiting brethren gave closest

“attention to the work of making our meet-
_ing a season of seeking God and of thus

gathering courage and hope and inspiri-
tion for the task that lies before. Their
strong appeals to “the Church of Asia,” 48
they were pleased to denominate thé
Seventh-day ‘Adventist body of believers
in the Asiatic Division, were directed
toward the end of a special fitting up
from on high for effective service.

‘Among the new organizations formed:
are, (1) the East Asian Union Confer-
ence, including Japan, Korea, and Man-
churia, with Pastor J. M. Johanson,
formerly of the Australasian Union, as
president; (2) the North China Union,
including the greater portion of thé
Mandarin-speaking provinces of China,
with Pastor F. A. Allum as president;
(3) the South China Union Conference,
including the Cantonese, Hakka, Swatow-
ese, Amoyese, Yunnanese, and other
language areas, and French Indo-Chmﬁ 5

~ with Pastor B. L. Anderson as president; "

(4) the Philippine Union Conference;
including the entire Philippine archipel
ago, with Pastor L. V. Finster as presi-
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dent: (5) the Malay31an Umon, 1nclud-~

ing Malaya, Straits Settlements, Dutch
East Indies, Borneo, and the Celebes,
with Pastor F. A. Detamore as presi-
dent. Unfortunately some of the dele-
gates from the India Union Mission,
including the superintendent, Pastor
W. W. Fletcher, were unable to attend
our meeting because of war restrictions
governing embarkation for foreign ports ;
hence the organization of an India
Union Conference cannot be chronicled
at this time. .

In the formation of these new Unions
we were favoured with the presence
and help of representatives from the Aus-
tralasian Union Conference, Pastors C.
H. Watson and J, M. Johanson, with

Brother G. S. Fisher, in addition to .

the General Conference brethren, and

others of administrative experience.
During the first few days of our con-

ference sgsssion, Pastor R. C. Porter. who

- Frost;

has served this part of the field so
“faithfully, was able to be with us at all
the more important meetings. His state
of health, however, was such - as to
make imperative a season of rest and
medical treatment; and so in the midst
of the session he was advised by his
physicians that further effort on his part
would be at the peril of his life.

A full complement of officers and
departmental secretaries and boards was
chosen for the ensuing biennial term, as
follows :—

President, J. E. Fulton; Vwe-preszdents
F.H.De VinneyandJ.S. James; Secretary,
C.C. Crisler; Treasurer, H. W. Barrows;
Departmental Secretaries: Publishing and
Home Mzsswnary, C. E. Weaks Educa-
tional and Missionary Volunteer, S. L.
Sabbath-school, R. F. Cottrell;
Asst. 8. 8. Mrs. R. F. Cottrell ; Medical,
Dr. A. C. Selmon.

(To be Continued) .

Meiktila School -

The Meiktila Technical School opened
for another year on the 5th of June.
was with joy that we assembled in our
little chapel at nine o’clock and saw so
many boys come the first morning. It
is quite the custom in Burma for the
boys to remain away from school as late
as possible. For this reason the Govern-
ment has been compelled to make a rule
according to which a boy cannot be ac-
cepted into any registered school after it
has been in session for two weeks, except
in special cases. The attendance is very
good this year, being nearly double what
it was at this time last year, and more
than the total enrollment for last year.
Sixty new pupils have been registered

It

and others are coming nearly every day.

During the summer, Saya Ba, our new
Head Master, printed, and with the as-
gistance of a few of the boys, scattered
leaflets telling of the advantages to be
.gained in a technical education. Many
‘of the leading Burmese people are begin-
Ining to realize that our school is being
conducted along right lines, and want
‘their sons and daughters to learn some
useful trade as well as to be able to talk
' English. In addition to the regular in-
.dustries that the school has been operat-
.ing, tinsmithing and needle work have
‘been added, Seventeen bright httle
‘girls from the best Burmese homes in
‘Melktlla, are learning to make their own
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clothing as well as tatting, embroidery,
ete.

This is the first year that the school
has had a full staff of teachers, there be-

ing seven in the liferary department and.

four in the industrial. Each industrial
teacher is paid from the proceeds of his
own department We are also fortunate
in haymg such a good class of boys, and
we expect to see many of them give
tbelr hearts to Chr1st during thls year.
One of our boys, Deacon David, who has
been ‘attending the Lucknow . training
school for the last two years, is attend-
Jng school here again and also ass1sts in
caring for the boarding department
On- June 27th it was our privilege'to
have H H. The Lleutenant Governor
v:slt the school Everythmg was look-
ing i 1ts best belng decorated W:th ﬁa,gs
and palms and coloured paper made inta
artistic designs. He was much 1nteres§—-
ed in seeing the boys at their technical

“work and expressod surprise that they

did so well. The boys in the leather
department presented him with a pair of
bedroom -slippers made by themselves.
When leaving, His Honour presented
the school with Rs. 50 to be applied on
the-'school athletic fund, and asked that
the boys be given a holiday in honour of
his visit. .

Altogether the prosbects for the com-
ing school year are. very encouraging.
Last year out of twelve boys in the 7th
standard, one was a Christian, while this
year, out of ten eight are Christians.
Most of these boys will continue their
studies in the Training School which we-
hope to open next -year. We ask that
you will kindly remember the work in
Meiktila in. your prayers, that many of
the pupils and teachers may soon be fit-
ted to answer some of the many calls
that are now being made.

' D. C. LUDINGTON

Union Mission Committee Actions

At a meeting of the India Union Mis-
sion Gomnnttee held at Calcutta on the
20th a,nd 21st of June the following
members in a,ddltlon to the writer were
present —Brethren G. W. Pettit, A. H.
Williams, L J. Burgess M. M Mat-
tison, and Gr G. Lowry. The purpose
of the meetmg was to’ recons1der some
of our plans for the 1918 work, in the
hght of decisions reached by the As1at1c.
D1ws1on Conference during the recent
meetmg at Shanghal On this portion
of the Work done by the committee we
have llttle to report at present, but there
aTe obher actions that will be of 1nterest
to readers of the TIDINGS

| was voted- that Brother G.G. Lowry

should be superlntendent of the South

- India Mission, Brother James having

been called to the work at Shanghal

It was voted that our Harvest In-
gathering collections “this 'yeé,r be made
on behalf of the hospital work at AChqu_ha,rf(
kana, with the understanding that da,”r-
rangements may be made in the Bombay
Presidency and Burma Missions to col-
lect for some local enterprise. -It is felt
that we can more readily ask the general

~ public to help our hospital and dispensary

work than we can appeal for funds for
purely religious work. Quite a substan-
tial ‘amount was collected last year for

_the Karrnatar dispensary, and we hope
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this’ year for the Work at Chuhar-
kana.

Consideration was given to the matter
of the licenses that should be granted
by our local mission committees to the

Indian workers under their direction.
Tt was decided that in addition to a
certificate that would be issued to col-
porteurs, there would be three grades
of licenses for other evangelical work-
ers, as follows:—

* Probationary Bible Worker’s Liceuse.
Bible Worker’s License.
Evangelist’s License.

Names of those who are recommend-

ed for ministerial license or credentials

committee, as provided by the conference
last January. .

The growth of our publishing woik 4t
Lucknow made it necessary to author-
ise the purchase of a' supply of Burmese
type, as well as an increase in the stock
of English type. v

We are glad to report that although
the budget for our 1918 work has had
to be cut down considerably, we still
have confident hopes that India will re-
ceive substantial re-inforcements to the
mission staff during that year, and that
the work will see a rapid advance:

W. W. FLETCHER.

Coimbatore School

After a two months’ vacation our
school opened June 10, 1917. It was
planned to open it on June 1st, but on
account of the local meeting of the South
India Mission we postponed the opening
for ten days.

All the students who were with us last
year, except seven who finished up their
work in school, returned again this year.
They are all well, and happy to be in the
school again.

We are glad to say that of the seven
who finished the school .last year five
have entered the work. 'We believe, too,
that they are really in earnest and that
they will make successful workers for
Christ.

We feel that we are especially blessed
this year in having on our teaching staff
Brother Thambipillia of Ceylon.
just come from the school at Liucknow,

year’s work as a teacher in the school.
The attendance this year is about 60,

which is somewhat larger than last year. !

Hehas

Quite a number of Hindus have come in
from the outside. We hope that they
will be benefited in more ways than- one
by: att«nding the school.

‘We are studying ways and means of
making the school self-supporting. So
far we have not found any plan that we

‘feel will be entirely satisfactory. To

help, we are putting some of the boys

‘who are supported wholly by the Mission,

in' the office for a short time each day.

This enables us to dispense with one
‘writer, besides helping out financially.
It will also be a training for the boys.

- than we.
and we bespeak for him a successful -

The girls are doing some sewing. We
find that the difficult part of this scheme
will be the disposing of articles after they
are made. Perhaps there are others in
the field who are wrestling over the same
problem, and have been more successful
We would be very glad fo
hear from any one who has some real

' practical suggestion to offer—*“something

that has been tried.” ,
G G. Tiowry.
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Word from Madras mdlcates a live interest

[ n dia Un i on T i dil] gS) . steadily developing around the new company

ORGAN OF THE of believers.

India Union Mission of Seventh-day Adventists, P We.: hope to have a x:eport of the Bombeay
' . Presidency _meeting, which opened the 26th of
17 Abbott Road, 1 ucknow Jaly, to pre§ent in our next issue.

Bubscription Price: Rs. 1-8-0 a year ‘ One brother has volunteered to help us fill
EDITOR: R.D. BRISBIN out this last page with interesting news items.

We would like to hear from others who have a
like determination. From what we have ob-
served, the majority of our readers turn im-
mediately to page8 on receipt of their Tipinas.
You ean make this page interesting for your-
self as well as the “other fellow” by sending
us any newsy bits from your station or church.

“Copy’’ for 1st of month should be received by
editor by 20th of preceding month. ‘‘Copy’ for the
15th, by 56h of same month: Single-spaced ms. not
acceptable. V

G[.Préﬁgedﬁain%ggﬁe%iﬁl-nslggg;}: a’f,&’;i;,f’,f ' The Calcutta Missionary Society has snb-
" by W. 8. Mead. 1145/17 scribed for a club of 25 Signs for a year.- What
- - - = about your church? The Signs does bring

Heré and There people. to a knowledge of the truth. Why not

use it more and show your confidence in what
Born to Mr. and Mrs. M. M. Mattison in Mus*- “our brethren are writing for the puper? Pas-
soorie, July 16,1917, a girl, \‘ tors Fletcher, Comer, French and others are
Word has been received of the safe arrival ig; contributing excellent articles this year. Theéy
America of those who recently left India fon are giving us the result of their long experience
their furIOugh. ; in evangelistic work and Bible study. These
contributions are worth many times Rs. 2-8 to
¢ .you 50 per cent discount in clubs for mis-
stonary purposes. '

nouncements will be made untll we know t
are really here. a . N
We are sorry to hear of the contibiied i 5 \Aadlfess of Mlsswn Supermtendents

of Brother A, W. Knight in Mussoarleg?‘ We § 4 Béngal —Pastor L. J: Burgess, 6 Dehi Seram-
trust he will soon be restored to lns usual_ ;Eore Road Entally, Caleutta,

health. ‘ h _': Borpba.y Presidency,—Pastor G. W. Pettit, 2
Brother A. H. Williams reeently visited hi§ ° Victoria Terrace, Mazagaon, Bombay.
fﬂmlly in Mussoorie. After spending a feW Buﬁna.,—PastorC F. Lowry, 60 Lower Kem-

days at the office on his return to Tucknow he . mpndjne Road, Rangoon,
-left to attend the Bombay Presidency meeting.. . - Nofth India,—M. M. Mattison, Esq., Hapur,

Brother and Sister W. K. Lake of Ca.wnporé Meerat Dist., U. P.
visited relatives and friends in Hyderabad, Dec- South India,—Pastor G. G. Lowry, Coim-
can, during the early part of the past month. .. batore, South India.

The next number.of Herald of Health will be, ,
largely devoted to our omnipresent enemy, the - Pnckly Heat
fly. Letters of appreciation are frequently. -
coming to the offic: regarding our health
paper. Why not see that your neighbours and
friends are taking it?

We are in the midst of the prickly heaf sea-
son. The following remedy is recommended
by Major Tucker, 1. M. S., of the Grant Medical
© 'College.
“Two teaspoonfuls of Eau-de-cologne in ten
ounces of a 1 to 2,000 solution of perchloride of
M. M. Mattison, - ‘Filoyd .Smitk and wife, and mereury, dabbed on the skin and allowed to
R P. Morms ‘ dry; followed by dusting with equal parts of
Whooping cough has been a recent visitor at  poric acid powder and tale.”
Annfield School, but with no serious results. Another recommends equal parts of zine
Sisters P. C. Poley and H. G. Wood #ard have oxide powder, sulphur, and starch, used as a
been enjoying their hill leave in Ootacamund powder: and another a solution of.-Lysol for
duripg the past month, adaults.

Among those now in Mussooxjie, or lately
there, are, Dr. Mann, I. F. Blue, ¥. H. Loasby,
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