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RECORDING PACIFIC ISLANDS HISTORY 
IS IMPORTANT

Papua New Guinea like m any Island 
nations of the South Pacific is an oral 
culture We pass on information by word 
of mouth, and this is the way we retain 
our history and pass it on to succeeding 

generations But oral tradition has several weaknesses. 
Firstly, information changes as it passes from person to per­
son and even more so from generation to generation. This 
process makes oral tradition less authentic

Secondly, oral tradition tends to leave out some impor­
tan t details of history and by so doing means tha t much of 
importance has been lost.

The same is true for the early history of the Adventist 
Church in many parts of Papua New Guinea and also in 
other parts of the Pacific Islands Pastor Paul Cavanagh did 
an excellent work while serving a t PAU in collecting old min­
utes and other records relating to the work of the church ;n 
Papua New Guinea. They are now in the Heritage section of 
the university library He also assigned students to research 
the establishm ent of the church in various areas of the coun­
try  as well as in the Solomon Islands.

I believe as a Papua New G uinean and an Islander, it is 
crucial for the younger generation of islanders to begin re ­
cording the history of the church, for since its arrival most of 
the living witnesses have died taking a wealth of information 
and experience with them

So I was overjoyed when a re tired  expatriate and his 
wife took an interest m  initiating  the Journal o f Pacific Ad- 
ventist History. While we cannot retrieve history tha t has 
gone with those who have passed away, we can at least save 
w hat rem ains before it is too late There are valuable living 
sources of information who can enrich our church’s history of 
the Pacific Islands

I believe it is high tim e for ed u cated  people in  the  
Island N ations to w ake up and do som eth in g  about 
th is urgent need  to record  our h istory , or our ch ildren  
w ill not know  very m uch about the w ay God has used  
H is servan ts in  forw arding His k ingdom  in the islan d s  
of the sea. I thank  the ed itor and h is  w ife for the tim e  
th ey  d evote to th is v ita l work for the church , and m ay  
it con tin u e in th e  years ahead

Aaron Lopa D Min
Professor in Practical Theology 
Pacific Adventist University
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A Remarkable Character ix War & Peace
-Tobinabiiia of Kiribati, 1943-1945, 1951-1952

Zita Miller, the daughter o f  
P r i f  M rs H  C Murch, was 
bom vi N ew  Zealand. On S  

Aitgust 1949 ¡he married 
Graham P, Miller, one rex' 
a fe r  hit grad nation fro m  the 

M inisterial Course a: the 
Australasian M istioxary 

College, N S W  From 2949 
until 19T6, Z ita  served with 
Graham in church work a t a 
number o f  locations and in a 

variety o f  positions vi the 
Australasian Division (SP D  
Following }  eart o f  minis­
try in N S W , Zita and Gra­
ham were o f  to mission ser­
vice in Kiribati where they 

were stationed on the island o f  
Ahemama

I t  was in this isolated place 
that Z ita  took an interest in 

the culture and customs o f  the 
I-Kiribati people, 

enabling her to write so de­
scriptively about her adven­

tures in mission work among 
them On com pleting4:s 

years there the M iliers trans­
ferred  to Victoria in Austra­

lia. where theypastored  
churches until 295$ From  
2 959 Graham commenced a 
long and f u l f i l  service in 

conference youth work, includ­
ing 4  •■ears as Dean o f  Stu­
dents a t the Australasian 

Missionary College Zita and 
Graham transferred to 

Wakroonga in Sydney on 
Graham 's appo intment as 

Touts: Director fo r  the Aus­
tralasian Division in 1975 
Unexpectedly and sadly he 
passed to his rest i* mid- 

1976 F o r a number o f  years 
Zita has resided in retire men: 
in Auckland, N ew  Zealand

T HE STORY BEGINS or. th e  K iribati 
(G ilb ertese  is lan d  o f  A b e rran t* , 

d u rin g  th e  \V W  I I  Ja p a n ese  o c cu p a tio n . 
T o b in a b in a , th e  loca l m ag istra te  u n d e r  th e  
d isp laced  B ritish  a d m in is tra tio n , is liv ing  a 
d o u b le  life as h e  tries to  Higgle his re sp o n s i­
bilities to  K in g  G e o rg e  V I  w ith  a m in im al 
deg ree  o f  c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  in v ad ers. 
Z ita  M iller w n te s :

I t  w as a w arm , still r ig h t ,  h eav y  w ith  
p e rfu m e  a n d  silence, a b ro o d in g  silence 
T h e  co o k in g  fires h a d  d ied . T h e  las t sm all 
ch ild  h a d  b e e n  h u sh e d ; ev en  th e  w aves o n  
th e  re e f  seem ed  h u sh e d . A  sh a d o w  m o v ed  
silently  acro ss  th e  coral. S u d d en ly  a d o o r  
o p e n ed , sp illing  lig h t an d  th e  so u n d  o f  e n ­
e m y  vo ices across th e  village c o m p o u n d . 
T h e  sh ad o w  m elted  b e tw een  th e  tan g led  
p a n d a n u s  ro o ts . A  ch ild  s tirred , th e  w aves 
su rg ed  o n  th e  reef, a  m ilita ry  b o o t  k icked 
v ic iously  a t  a g low ing  e m b e r T h e  d o o r  
c losed  again , an d  th e  so u n d  o f  th e  b o o ts  
d ied  away. Silence re tu rn e d

T h e  sh a d o w  m o v e d  again , in  th e  d irec ­
tio n  o f  th e  h o u se  o f  T e  R ua.

'Ko ni msuri - b lessings be o n  thee). T e  
R ua.'

'¥.</ n i m aun .hi, T o b in a b in a . I t  has b een  
d a n g ero u s , m y  so n .’

'Y es, m y  fa th e r, b u t  th e re  is m u c h  to  do  
T o b in a b in a  ad ju s ted  his lavalava as he 

sat o n  th e  te pa ; c o c o n u t rib) f lo o r O th e r  
sh ad o w s slipped  m  a n d  sat d o w n  T o b i­
n ab in a  sm iled  happily . Y es, th e re  w as m u c h  
to  d o  T eu e a 's  so n  w as n o w  five days old: 
h e  m u s t b e  reg is te red . T eu e a 's  so n , T ab o a 's  
d o g  tax, A ram ea 's  m arriag e , o ld  U eauea 's  
d ea th  - all m u s t  b e  re co rd e d , all m o n ies 
co llected  ag a in st th e  day w h e n  d ie  B ritish  
w o u ld  re tu rn . T h e  d a n g ero u s  p ro cess  m u s t 
be rep ea ted  in  each  village an d  accu rate  
re co rd s  kept.

B y day, T o b in a b in a  w as a tran s la to r  fo r  
d ie  Ja p an ese , w h o  never g u essed  h is  secre t 
ro le  as d ie  m ain stay  o f  G ilb e rtese  m o ra le  
d u rin g  th e  o c cu p a tio n  N e v e r d id  h e  falter 
in  his b e lie f  th a t  K in g  G eo rg e  V I w o u ld  
h o n o u r  d ie  G re a t  Q u een 's  p ro m ise  to  T ern  
B inoka, th e  fo rm e r K in g  o f  A b e m am a . th a t  
h e r  n av y  w o u ld  p ro te c t  tin s  is lan d  at all 
tim es

'K in g  G e o rg e  has p ro m ised . Y o u  will 
see. T h e  U n io n  lack w ill fly f ro m  th e  G o v ­
e rn m e n t o ffices  ag ain  ’

A r.o th e i w arm , still n ig h t T h e  is lan d  
w as heavy  w ith  a m en ac in g  silence as T cb i-  
n ab in a  silead y  m ade  h is ro u n d s . B u t so m e ­
th in g  w as w ro n g  In tu itively , h e  called  o u t  
as h e  s te p p ed  in to  th e  m o o n lig h t: 'Ko *u 
M a u n , N eB u eu a .' W ith o u t  aw aitin g  th e  cus­
to m a ry  rep ly , h e  co n tin u ed : ‘C o m e , d ie  fish 
are  b iting . I t  is tim e  to  get th e  n e ts  o u t.’

D o  n o t  m o v e!1 A  to rc h  w as flash ed  m 
his eyes as fo u r  so ld iers su r ro u n d e d  h im  
‘W h a t y o n  do  h e re , eh?: A  b a y o n e t w as 
sh o v e d  a g a in s t his am ple  d iap h rag m . 'Y o n  
tell q u ic k  W h a t v o n  d o  h e re  in  m id d le  o f  
n ig h t? '

T o b in a b in a  g azed  b lan d ly  at th e  ne rv o u s 
o ffice r ‘T h e  f ish  are  b itin g , S ir.’

'Y es? So w h a t? ’ fo llo w ed  by  a n o d ie r  iah 
to  th e  m idriff.

'W e  n e e d  fo o d . Sir.'
‘W h y  y o u  c o m e  to  d u s h o u se ? ’ p re sse d  

th e  officer.
‘T in s  m a n  has a large fam ily. Sir. a n d  h e  

d o e s  n o t  h av e  d ie  secre ts o f  fish ing
T h e  o ffice r lo o k ed  in d ec isive  H e  w as 

aw are  o f  th e  in flu en ce  o f  th e  C h ie f  Yiaubure 
M agistrate- a m o n g  th e  is lan d e rs , an d  o f  Ids 

v a lue  to  Ins o w n  su p e rio rs . Y e t h e  co u ld  
n o t  be su re  th e  m a n  w as n o t  up  to  so m e ­
th ing .

'T ak e  h im  to  d ie  g u a rd  h o u s e J  he 
sn a p p e d

A s th ey  d ep arted , d ie  u n se e n  eyes and  
ears o f  th e  village q u estio n ed . W h o  h a d  
b e tray ed  T o b in a b in a?

T h ree  days la te r as th e  w o m e n  g a th e red  
a t  th e  wells fo r w a te r , w h isp e rin g  acco m p a-

Tobinabir»3 and his family
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n ie d  th e  a lm o st ritu a l w a sh in g  o f  long , b lack  tresses:

'H a v e  y o u  seen  N e an g a ? ’
'N o  W h e re ’-'
In  tl'.e bushT  
A i-va-a-a’

T h e re  w as m u c h  c lick ing  o f  to n g u e s  an d  ra is in g  o f  eye­
b ro w s N e an g a . o f  d o u b tfu l v ir tu e  a n d  alw ays w illing  to  sell 
fo r a few  corns, ap p eared  sev era l w eeks late r, silen t an d  
u n c o m p la in in g . A i-ya-a-a, he r p u n ish m e n t w as iu st, they  
said. I n  tim e  h e r w o u n d s  healed, b u t  h e r face e v er b o re  
w itn ess to  h e r  treach e ry  by  tl'.e tw o  ho les th a t rem a in ed  
w h e re  o n c e  h e r n o se  h a d  b een

I n  th e  m ea n tim e , T o b m a b m a  w as c o n fin e d  an d  q u e s­
t io n e d  in cessan tly

‘W h e re  is th e  B ritish  flag f ro m  th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f ­
fices?’

’ W h ic h  m ean s  ‘I  d o n ’t  k n o w ', b u t  c an  have  d'.e 
c o n n o ta t io n  ’n o r  do  I c a re ’.

W h ere  are  th e  G o v e rn m e n t b o o k s? ’
'l\£ ka m
‘W h ere  are  voux keys o f  o ffice?’

iy **«►
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m o n ie s  w ere  c o rre c t to  th e  last h a lfp en n y  F o r  th is  hero ic  
e ffo rt. T o b in a b in a  w as aw ard ed  tl'.e M ed a l o f  rise B ritish  
E m p ire  by  a g ra te fu l K in g  and  G o v e rn m e n t. T h e  day h e  
rece iv ed  th is aw ard  f ro m  th e  H ig h  C o m m iss io n e r fo r the  
S o u th  P ac ific  w as th e  p ro u d e s t  m o m e n t o f  Ins life.

‘Ngkajrr’
Several days later, fo r  lack  o f  ev id en ce  an d  because  o f  

h is u se fu ln ess , T o b m a b m a  w as again  re leased . H e slept 
w ell a n d  sn o re d  heavily , desp ite  b e in g  c losely  w a tch e d  fo r 
several m o n th s  N o  sec re t sm ile  b e t raved h is  d o u b le  role. 
W h o  w as to  k n o w  w h a t tran sac tio n s  w ere  c o m p le te d  u n d e r  
co v er o f  th e  fish ing  nets a n d  th e  g a th e rin g  o f  th e  to d d y  
shells each  n ig h t an d  each  m o rn in g -  T h e  to d d y  w a s  m eas­
u re d  o u t  carefu lly  m  f ro n t o f  th e  g u a rd s, and  th e  e m p ty  
shells r in sed  an d  h u n g  u o  to  d ry  W h e n  T o b in a b in a  to o k  
th e  shells to  co llec t h is  ev en in g  to d d y , th ey  w o u ld  o f te n  
c o n ta in  sticky co in s fo r th e  K in g  a n d  Q u e e n  o f  E n g an d . 
Surely  th e y  w o u ld  n o t  o b jec t to  h av in g  a  little  to d d y  m ixed 
w ith  th e ir  tax e s .

A s  T o b m a b m a  h a d  co n fid en tly  p re d ic te d , tl'.e B ritish  
finally re tu rn e d  to  A b e m am a  A s th e  grey 
su b m arin e  su rfaced  and  th e  fam iliar 
w h ite  u n ifo rm s  w ere  seen . T o b in ab in a  
u n w ra p p e d  has lavalava. to o k  o ff  th e  o ld  
n av y -b lu e  o n e  h e  alw ays w o re  u n d e r­
n e a th , an d  tu rn in g  it m sid e  o u t and  right 
w ay  u p  h e  ra n  tl'.e U n io n  Jack  to  th e  to p  
o f  th e  G o v e rn m e n t flag po le . H e  th en  
o p e n e d  tl'.e w o o d e n  b o x  h id d en  u n d e r 
tl'.e c o c o n u t trees, d re w  o u t  a  c lean  lava- 
lava a n d  w h ite  sh irt a n d  his b e lt o f  office 
W h e n  th e  B ritish  o fficers lan d ed . T o b i­
n a b in a  w a s  th e re  to  w e lco m e th e m  in  Ins 
o fficial capacitv  as C h ie f  M ag istra te  o f  
A b em am a. A fte r  so lem nly  sh ak in g  hands, 
h e  ad d ressed  th e  n o n p lu sse d  naval o ffi­
cer.

:Su . on  b e h a lf  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  A b e ­
m am a . I , as C h ie f  K a u b u re , w e lco m e 
y o u r re tu rn  to  th is  C o lo n y , and  w ish  th a t  v o u  w o u ld  pass 
to  K in g  G e o rg e  AT -w ith  o u r  co m p lim e n ts-  o u r taxes and  
all m o n ie s  d u e , w in c h  w e h ave  co llec ted  o n  in s b e h a lf  d u r­
in g  th e  o c cu p a tio n . Y o u  w ill d isco v er. S ir, th a t  every th in g  
is in  o rd e r; th e  b o o k s  have  b een  k e p t up  to  da te , w ith  all 
b ir th s  d e a th s , m arriag es an d  taxes duly e n te red  an d  ac­
c o u n te d  fo r as re q u es te d  by  H is M ajesty  ’

T o  d ie  a s to n ish m e n t o f  th e  B ritish  o ffice rs , th e  books 
h a d  b een  m eticu lo u sly  e n te re d  to  th a t  day ’s date  an d

E d ito r 's  N o te : T h e  J o h n  H o w se  fam ily  a rriv ed  a t  d ie  
is lan d  o f  A b em am a  la te  in 194” T h e re  d iey  e rec te d  a 
h o u se  and  e s tab lish ed  a  m iss io n  s ta tio n  B e fo re  lo n g  
H o w se  b eg an  a firm  frien d sh ip  w ith  T o b in a b in a , an d  in  
194S c o n d u c te d  B ible s tu d ie s  w ith  h im  w h ich  led to  his 
b a p tism  a n d  m e m b e rsh ip  m  th e  S e v en d i-d ay  A d v e n tis t 
C h u rc h  F o llo w in g  th e  d e p a rtu re  o f  th e  p io n e e rin g  m is­
sionaries. G ra h a m  a n d  Z ita  M iller a rriv ed  la te  in  1950. 
T h ey  fo u n d  T o b in a b in a  still liv ing  o n  A b em am a  an d  n o w  
w o rk in g  fo r  th e  A d v e n tis t M ission . Z ita  k  filler re su m es lier 
sto ry .

N i g h t  o f  M ira c le s
T h e  d a y  o f  days a rrived . L is ten in g  to  d ie  ra d io . I  h e a rd  

d ie  vo ice  I  h a d  b e e n  lo n g in g  to  hear:
'V Q X L  calling  T araw a.. V Q X L  calling 
T araw a  ..’ I t  w as d ie  F t ‘u .- i :  She w o u ld  
b e  h o m e  w ith in  tw e n ty -fo u r h o u rs . W h a t 
excitem en t! T h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t p r o ­
d u c ed  a flu rry  o f  w o rk  or. th e  m iss io n  
c o m p o u n d  o n  A b em am a. So m u c h  to  be 
d o n e , b u t  w h e re  to  s ta rt-  T o b m a b m a  
a rriv ed  to  f in d  m e ra c in g  a ro u n d  m adly. 
H is eyes sp a rk led  w h e n  to ld  d ie  exciting  
new s, d ie n  h e  g o t to  w o rk . B e fo re  long, 
h o w ev er. I  b e g an  to  g e t u n d e r  lu s feet as
I d u s te d  w ildlv a ro u n d  th e  c o c o n u t n b  
walls H e  w a tch e d  fo r a few  m in u te s , 
th e n  p a tien tly  re m a rk ed  
W h y  d o  E u ro p ea n s  alw ays ru sh , 
M a d a m ?  W e G iib ertese  take  life m u c h  
m o re  slow ly.5
M o m entarily . I w as s to p p e d  in  m y 

track s , d u ste r p o ise d  a b o v e  d ie  b o o k case  
1  really d o n ’t k n o w . T o b in a b in a . I t  m u st b e  in b o rn . W e 

live bv  d ie  c lock, n o t  b y  th e  su n  as y o u  do.
H e  d ig es ted  th is fo r  a  m o m e n t b e fo re  c o m m e n tin g  

m ildly. 'I t  w aste s  a lo t  o f  tim e . M a d a m .’
I  o p e n e d  m y  m o u th  to  speak , th e n  sh u t it again 
H e  c o n tin u ed . W e  G iib ertese  e a t w h e n  w e are hungry , 

sleep  w h e n  fired  an d  g a th e r co p ra  on ly  as th e  sh ip  com es 
in to  d ie  lagoon ;’

'Y es. T o b in a b in a . ' I  m u m b led .

‘ \V l ia t  yo u  
do Here e li? ’ 
JA b a y o n e t  
w a s  sh o ve d  
a g a in s t  l i is  

a m p le  
d ia p h ra g m .
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TTe have tu n e  to  play, sing. d an ce , g o ss ip  a n d  tell stories 

to  out: c h ild re n  W e re  a h a p p y  p e o p le . M ad am .’
I  h a d  to  agree
T h e n  Ins b ro w  crink led . T th in k , th o u g h , th a t w e  are  a 

w eak  peo p le . M ad am
I lo o k ed  a t  h im  in  su rp rise . 'W h y  d o  y o u  say th a t,  T o b i-  

n ab m a?’
W e ’re  n o t s tro n g  like th e  E u ro p ean - H e 's  n o t  a fra id  to  

say w h a t h e  th in k s , an d  fight even w h e n  o u tn u m b e re d , 
M a d a m .’

T h is  c o n v ic tio n  m u s t  have  b een  fo rm e d  d u rin g  th e  years 
o f  w a r a n d  o ccu p a tio n .

'B u t w e are  like w a te r , M adam . W e tak e  o n  th e  c o lo u r o f  
th e  b o ttle  w e re  m . W h e n  th e  b o ttle  changes, w e  ch an g e  
to o . I t 's  easier th a n  fig h tin g ,’ h e  co n c lu d ed  ph ilosoph ica lly .

I lo o k ed  a t  h im , a m a n  w h o  alw ays s to o d  fo r w h a t h e  
believed . N o t  all G ilb e rte se  w e re  like w ater.

'Y o u  d id n ’t take th e  colosir o f  th e  b o ttle . T o b in a b in a .’ I 
rem ark ed .

’N o . M a d a m  T h e  H o ly  Sp irit gave m e  th e  p o w e r to  
change. T h e  L o rd  to o k  m y  w eak n ess a n d  m a d e  m e  s tro n g  
H is  face sh o n e  w ith  th e  -oy o f  h rs  first love

C h a sten e d  b y  th is  ex ch an g e , I  e n d ea v o u red  to  co n tin u e  
m y  ch o res m o re  sedately. T h e  in te n tio n  la s te d  u n til  I 
lo o k ed  a t m y  watch. T h e n  th e  frenzy re tu rn e d  as I  began  
re a rra n g in g  th e  m a ttin g , th e  fu rn itu re , ev ery th in g  th a t  co u ld  
be re -a rra n g ed  u n til  finally I co llap sed  in to  th e  n ea re s t 
cha ir H o w  u tte r ly  crazy! T o b in a b in a  w as r ig h t T h e re  is 
alw ays to m o rro w  Suddenly , I re m e m b e re d  m y  new  frien d  
E s th e r  A  b ike rid e  w o u ld  b e  g o o d  I n e ed e d  a break.

■Tobm abm a,' I  called. H o w  a b o u t w e visit th e  lady  
E s th e r  to  m ak e  su re  she  is  w ell again?'

H e  reac ted  en th u siastica lly  H e  lo v ed  to  m e e t w ith  p e o ­
p le  an d  sow  seeds fo r  his L o rd . A s w e  ro d e  th ro u g h  th e  
village, it w as clear th a t  th e  sh y  su llenness th a t h a d  first 
g ree ted  us h a d  ab a ted , p a rticu la rly  since th e  g inger beer 
disaster! N o w  frien d ly  a rm s w av ed  an d  w ide  sm iles a c c o m ­
p an ied  th e  usu a l questions:

■Tobm abm a, w h e re  are  y o u  go in g  w ith  fam e?  vThy- Ai- 
ya!’

A  fresh , g re en  c a rp e t w as b eg in n in g  to  sp read  a lo n g  th e  
edge  o f  th e  lag o o n , a ro u n d  th e  c o c o n u t pa lm s and  th ro u g h  
th e  spraw ling  feet o f  th e  p a n d an u s  M o s t fam ilies h a d  c o o k ­
in g  h o u ses b y  th e  lagoon . H e re , to o ,  th e  beau tifu l canoes 
w ere  k e p t. T h e  aged m em b e rs  o f  d ie  fam ilies h a d  then- 
h o u se s  r ig h t on  th e  b each  w h e re  th e  o ld  m e n  lo v ed  to

The school children on Abe mama Tavita Nki from Samoa their 
teacher is on the left a* the picture

g a th e i to  speak  o f  th e  fish ing , th e  canoe-m ak in g , the  
c o p ra , d ie  p rices , th e  o ld  days. F o r  a w eek  o r two 
M a d a m 's  g inger b eer d isaster h a d  b e e n  d iscu ssed  w ith  
a m u sem en t. T h e n  i t  w as b ack  to  th e  so u r toddy , th e  g am ­
bling , o r d ie  w itc h d o c to r  s la te s t p ro g n o s tica tio n . A n d  d ie  
o ld  w o m e n  sat to  w a tch  th e  kamaimat c o o k  d ie  bread , 
baby-sit a n d  g o ss ip  a b o u t  w h a t in te re s te d  th em : th e  fish  to 
b e  c lean ed  a n d  su n -d ried , d ie  o c to p u s  to  b e  d e p riv e d  o f  
th e ir  su ccu len t rings, d ie  co p ra  to  b e  g a d ie red  a n d  p ro c ­
essed . d ie  c o c o n u t to  b e  g ra ted , an d  d ie  to d d y  th a t w o u ld  
b e  co llected . T h e re  w as m u c h  to  be d o n e , b u t  n o  g rea t 
u rg e n cy  a b o u t  its co m p le tio n .

A rriv in g  a t  th e  village o f  T o b c n m a i,  w e  fo u n d  E s th e r  
lo o k in g  like a p rin ce ss  as she  n u rse d  h e r tin y  so n . H e  g u r­
g led  an d  co o ed  as bab ies d o . T h e  w o u n d  h a d  healed  
cleanly, an d  w ith  a d u s tin g  o f  p o w d e r  h e  lo o k ed  like a 
ch eru b . T h e  te d  h ib iscu s b u d  b eh in d  th e  tin y  ea r m a tc h ed  
th e  p e rfe c tio n  o f  th e  fu ll b lo o m  b e h in d  h i ;  m o th e r’s. H is 
g ra n d m o th e r  sat n e a rb y  g en tly  w av in g  a  large fan

T o b o n m a i  a n d  T o b in a b in a  d iscu ssed  th e  n ew s o f  d ie  
day. W o u ld  d ie  Trttu.Ao  a rrive  in  d ie  m o rn in g  o r  in  d ie  
a f te rn o o n ?  W h y  d id  P a s to r  M iller n o t  say? T h e re  w as still 
so m e  d o u b t a b o u t d ie  n ew  m issio n ary ’s ability  to  sail die 
sh ip , he h a d  yet to  p ro v e  h im se lf  as a cap ta in  an d  n av ig a­
to r.

T h a t  n ig h t as I  lay u n d e r  m y n e t. w a tch in g  d ie  shadow s 
fro m  d ie  k e ro sen e  lam p  d ance  o n  th e  w alls. I  th o u g h t o f  
m y  sa ilo r o u t  m  all th a t  v a s tn ess , seek ing  a  landfa ll o n  a 
lo w  co ra l a to ll I  ask ed  th e  L o rd  to  still th e  w ild  w in d  th a t 
c o u ld  so easily  d rive  th e  sh ip  o n to  a reef. B u t th e  b lustery  
c o n d itio n s  m e a n t I c o u ld  re s t k n o w in g  I n eed  n o t  listen 
fo r  th e  m en acin g  fo o ts te p  d ia t  m igh t spell h a rm  fo r a 
lonely  m issio n ary  w ife. T o m o rro w  m y lo v e  w o u ld  be 
h o m e, a n d  all su c h  a n x ie tr  w o u ld  d isappear.

N e x t dav. w ak ing  earlv. I p u sh e d  d ie  b lin d s aside to  see 
th e  d ay  th a t w o u ld . I  tru s ted , reu n ite  u s  I t  w as to  be a 
ho lid ay  T h e  reru  .-io  w as co m in g  h o m e  a n d  d ie  schoo l 
ch ild ren  w o u ld  sp e n d  d ie  d ay  in  th e  to p s  o f  th e  co co n u ts . 
T h e  f irs t to  sight th e  h o m e c o m in g  sh ip  w as to  b e  given s 
p rec io u s  t in  o f  p o w d e red  m ilk  fro m  o u r  sto re .

T iie  w esterly , w h ich  h a d  stilled fo r  th e  d aw n , w as n o w  
tack in g  b ack  a n d  fo r th  d ec id in g  w h e th e r  to  g ive w ay  to  
d ie  trad e  w in d  o r  b lo w  i t  o u t  o f  existence. T o b in a b in a  
ro d e  b ack  a n d  fo r th  f ro m  th e  village w id i th e  la test c o m ­
m u n iq u e . H o u r  a fte r  h o u r  i t  w as d ie  same:

T h e r e  is still no  sign  o f  Fetu.-io, M a d a m  ’
A fte r  I  h a d  ex p ressed  in y  g ra titu d e , h e  w o u ld  re tu rn  toThe wharf on Abemama near where the missionaries lived
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h is vigil u n d e te r re d  b r  th e  m u tt  w ings o f  tl'.e lo ca l w itch ­
d o c to rs , w h o  h a d  dec lared  th a t th e  ship w o u ld  n o t  re tu rn .

I  sat on  tlte seaw all to  w a tch  th e  la te  a f te rn o o n  tide 
b ea tin g  against th e  reef. I  w o n d e re d  a b o u t  th e  a ttrac tio n  o f  
th e  sea. T o  so m e  like m yself, she w as a fea rso m e  lev ia than , 
b u t to  o th e rs ,  an  a llu ring  m is tress . T o  stan d  u p o n  the 
sh o re  an d  lis ten  to  th e  m u rm u rin g  o f  th e  w av es is to  be 
d raw n  w ith in  an  e n ch a n te d  circle W h a t o f  m y  sailor ou t 
on  th o se  restless w aves? H a d  he b e co m e  a n o th e r  v ic tim  o f  
he r en ch a n tm e n t?

T o b m a b in a  jo in ed  m e  in  w a tch in g  a squall ab ru p tly  
co llap se  an d  d isap p ea r o v e r  d ie  so u th e rn  tip  o f  d ie  island. 
T h e  d ro u g h t w as a b o u t  to  b re a k  T h e  rains o f  several 
w eeks ago h a d  p ro d u c e d  a sh im m er o f  g reen  o v e r  th e  
w h ite  co ra l S o o n  d ie  c o c o n u t pa lm s an d  p a n d an u s  w o u ld  
h a v e  fee t sw ath ed  in  p lu sh  v irid ian .

T h e re  is still n o  sign o f  Fefu.-io, M ad am .'
S u n se t w as n o w  a p p ro a c h in g  lo n g  p as t th e  tim e fo r 

e n te rin g  d ie  d an g ero u s ch annels o f  d ie  lag o o n  W ith  die 
w este rly  b eg in n in g  to  b lo w  again  I re sig n ed  m y se lf to  a n ­
o th e r lo n e ly  n ig h t

D o n 't  w o rry , T o b m a b in a . H ie  ch ild ren  can w a tc h  again 
to m o rro w .'

Y es. M adam . T h e y  w o n ’t  m in d  a n o th e r  h o lid ay .-
D e tec te d , I  r e tu rn e d  to  d ie  h o u se  to  set d ie  tra p  fo r o ne  

last tu n e  I set th e  b o ttle s  m  dieix a p p o u ite d  p laces, those  
c o n ta in in g  n ie rc n ro c h ro n ie  a n d  g e n tian  v io le t b e in g  s tra te ­
gically  p laced  W ith  th e  full m o o n , th e  village m en  w o u ld  
re tu rn  to  th e ir h a u n t. W h o  k n ew  w h e th er to n ig h t diey 
m ig h t d irec t a d ru n k e n  ram p a g e  to w ard s th e  lo n e  m iss io n ­
ary’s house?  O th e r  n ig h ts  I h a d  slep t c u rle d  u p  in sid e  th e  
w a rm th  o f  d ie  p ro m ises o f  th e  L o rd , b u t  to n ig h t  I  fe lt less 
secure. I f  o n ly  th e  sh ip  h a d  co m e

C re ep u ig  u n d e r  th e  n e t. I asked m y  L o rd  to  d o u b le  His 
gu ard  a n d  lift d ie  F t tu A o  on  angel’s w ings o v e r all d ie  
reefs b e in g  lash ed  by  th e  fu ry  o u tside . W ith  d ie  lam p  p ro ­
d u c in g  a cosy  g low , sleep cam e a t last

N e s t ,  I  w as s ittin g  b o lt u p rig h t 
a p p ro ac h in g  o v e r  th e  sh ing le  n o  
o th e r so u n d , ju s t stead y  fo o ts tep s  
ad v an c in g  m  th e  d a rk  O u t  cam e 
to m a h a w k  a n d  sc issors , past m  case!

A re  you  th ere , M adam ?"
A lm o s t co llap sin g  w ith  relief, I 

su d d e n ly  re m e m b e re d  . 'D o n ’t 
c o m e  in . T o b m a b in a ,’ I  veiled. ‘I t ’s 
d a n g e ro u s .’

D o  n o t  fear. M ad am  I w o n  t  
w a lk  in to  y o u r  tra p ,- cam e  his 
am u sed  reply.

I  lo o k ed  a t m y  w atch , o n e  
o 'c lo ck . S o m eo n e  m u s t b e  v e ry  ill.
T h ro w in g  b ack  th e  n e t  I  ju m p ed  
o u t an d  g ra b b ed  fo r so m e  c lo th e s .

'T h e  sh ip  is co m in g  M ad am .'
'W h at?  A re  y o u  su re - I n  th e  

dark? ' I  g a sp ed  incredulously .
'Y es M ad am  W e can  see its 

lights in  d ie  e n tra n c e  '
'H o w  d o  y o u  k n o w  i t s  th e  Fein 

.•io, T o b m ab in a?  I  tr ie d  n o t  to 
so u n d  to o  excited .

I t  is F etu  . 4 o. M ad am  N o  o th e r 
sh ip  u ses d ia t  en tran ce! '

W h a t toy! W h a t delirious
delight! I d id  n o t  s to p  to  th in k  a b o u t  d ie  d an g ers  o r th e  
re a so n  w h y  h e  w o u ld  take such  a risk . O n e  d io u g h r  on ly  
filled  m y m in d : m y  lo v e  w as h o m e  f ro m  d ie  sea at las t, m y 
lo n ely  vigil w as o v e r I floated  to  the  w a rd ro b e  and  
g ra b b e d  som e c lo thes. T h ey  felt strangely  u n c o m fo rtab le  
b u t  I  w as to o  ecs ta tic  to  care. L a te r , I  d isco v ered  I  w as 
w earin g  o d d  sandals ar.d  m y  d ress w a s  b ack  to  fron t!

I  u rged  T o b in a b m a  to  g e t go in g  so  th a t  so m e o n e  w o u ld  
b e  at th e  w h a r f  to  m ee t th e  sh ip  w h e n  it arrived . B u t lie 
s tu b b o rn ly  refitsed-

'X o . M adam . I w ill w ait fo r  you!’ h e  said firm ly
T h en , o u t  o f  th e  c o rn e r  o f  m y  eye I  cau g h t a  strange 

re fle c tio n  m  d ie  m irro r. I  tu rn e d  in  te rro r I n  m y  h a s te  to  
ju m p  o u t  o f  b e d  I  h a d  tiiro w n  d ie  m o sq u ito  n e t  o v e r th e  
n ig h t-lig h t. I t  h a d  sm o u ld ered  u n d e te c te d  b e fo re  b u rs tin g  
in to  v io le n t flam e. F a n n e d  by  th e  s tro n g  w in d  i t  w as h u n ­
grily reach in g  cow ards th e  c o c o n u t rib  walls. O n c e  th e  
flam es cau g h t h o ld  o f  d ie  t in d e r  d ry  re bo th e  w hole  h o u se  
w o u ld  b u m  like a to rc h

C ry ing  o u t  to  d ie  L o rd  in  d ie  e x tre m ity  o f  d esp a ir. I 
b ea t w ith  fran tic  h an d s aga in st th e  m erc iless ñ a m e s  I n ­
stan tly , as i f  a  g ian t h a n d  h a d  sw ep t d o w n  fro m  heav en  
itself, th e  sea rc h in g  to n g u es  w ere  ex tin g u ish ed  I  w a tch ed  
th e m  d isa p p ea r fccm  to p  to  b o tto m  m  a  flash. T h e  n e t  w as 
a lm o st gone; on ly  its b lack en ed  ed g es an d  th e  h o t  sco rch  
m ark s o n  d ie  w all show ed  th a t it h a d  n o t b een  ju st a bad  
d re am  I  lo o k ed  at m y  h a n d s  in  w o n d e rm e n t:  n o t > m ark  
0 1 a b u m  any w h ere  Falling  to  m y  kn ees I w e p t th an k fu l 
tea rs  o f  g ra titu d e  tc  m y  H eav en ly  F a the i

W e ro d e  d o w n  to  th e  village a n d  a long  th e  fo re sh o re  
w h e re  m y  eyes so o n  lo c a te d  th e  tin y  lights b o b b in g  gal- 
lan d y  o n  d ie  silv er-s tu d d ed  lag o o n . T h e  w este rlv  h ad  
ab a ted  an d  a so f t  trad e  w in d  sk ip p ed  lightly o v e r d ie  
m o o n lit  su rface . P ro c e ed in g  a lo n g  th e  co ra l ro a d  tow ards 
d ie  w h arf, w e  h a d  n o t  g o n e  far b e fo re  I b e ca m e  aw are  th a t  
all a lo n g  th e  b each  to  d ie  n o r th e rn  tip  o f  d ie  is lan d  w ere 
h u g e  fires. T h e  h o u se s  w e re  bu rn ing :T h e re  w ere  fo o ts tep s

The Fetu Ao with Pastor Graham Miller & his wife Zita and two of the crew.
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"T ob inab ina  w h a tev er rs g o in g  
on.1’ I  c ried  in  dism ay.
H e  sh o o k  ins h ead  gravely T h e re  
are  v e ry  b a d  m e n  a b o u t to n ig h t. 
M ad am  '
‘I s  th is w h y  y o u  w o u ld n 't  le t m e 
co m e  a lone . T o b in a b in a ? ’
‘Y es M ad am ,' w as his rep ly  E v ery  
h o u se  w e p a sse d  w as in  flam es 
‘W h y  are th e y  d o in g  this"-1’
‘T h e re  has b e e n  a  b ig  quarre l 
M ad am , an d  o n e  village fro m  die 
so u th  has co m e  to  b u m  d ie  

h o u se s  o f  th e ir  enem ies. T h ey  are  d ru n k  and v e ry  d a n g e r­
o u s M ad am  I t  is w ell fo r y o u  n o t  to  be a lo n e  to n ig h t. '

I t  w as a n ig h t o f  crisis in  m o re  w ays th a n  o n e  W o u ld  
d iey  h a v e  b u rn e d  th e  m iss io n  s ta tio n  h a d  th e  F ttu  —.4 o  n o t  
arrived? W h o  knows"-1 O d d ly , n o  o ne  a p p e a re d  to  b e  try ing  
to  q u e n ch  th e  flam es. W ith  G ilb e rte se  fa ta lism  th e  ow ners 
s to o d  an d  w a tch ed  th e m  b u rn

A  large c ro w d  h a d  a lready g a th e red  a t  d ie  w h a r f  a n d  d ie  
F a n  .4 o  w as qu ite  close w h en  w e finally  arrived . W e 
w a tch e d  as th e  sm all m issio n  sh ip  fe lt h e r  w ay  g e n d y  to ­
w a rd s  us. A  lo w  c h u ck le  cam e  f ro m  besid e  m e

‘P a s to r  M iller is a c lever cap ta in . M a d a m  H i e  crew  a n d  
d ie  village p e o p le  w ill n o w  k n o w  d ia t  h e  is like  P a sto r 
H o w se . a n d  th e  w itc h d o c to rs  svili have  to  c h an g e  th e ir 
p ro p h ec ies  '

A  very  large lu m p  cam e u p  an d  stu ck  in  m y  d iro a t  as a 
fam ilia r fo rm , taller a n d  lean er d ia n  th e  G ilb ertese  crew, 
cam e o u t  o f  d ie  w h ee lh o u se . A  ra ttlin g  o f  chains signalled 
d ie  d ro p p in g  o f  th e  a n c h o rs  T h e  F ttu  .-io  w as safely h o m e

T h e  b e lo v e d  v o ice  carried  across d ie  still w a te r  w ith  a 
loud . ‘K o - n : \ - m a u r i - 0 /  K o -n .i-m .iu r i .  T o b in a b in a . K o -  
n a - m a u r i ,  M ad am  I see von  still h av e  y o u r head .

A  ch o ru s  o f  K o -n a -m a u r i-O ’s  ra n g  fo r th  like a rec ita ­
tive f ro m  th e  w a itin g  cro w d . T h e  d inghy  w a s  quickly  lo w ­
ered  a n d  so o n  th e  m en  w ere  o n  d ry  g ro u n d  w id i fn e n d s  
and  fam ilies m illing  a ro u n d  ask in g  ‘W h e re  h av e  y o u  b een?  
W h a t d id  y o u  do? Ai-yaP

I w as speech less w ith  de light. M y dearly  b e lo v e d  to o k  
d ie  o p p o r tu n ity  to  ask T o b in a b in a  a b o u t d ie  fires O n  
h earin g  th e  e x p la n a tio n  h e  said hum bly :

'W ell. T o b in a b in a , th e  L o rd  p e rm itte d  d ie m  fo r o u r  
sa lvation . W e d a red  n o t  stay  o u ts id e , i t  w as m u c h  to o  d a n ­
g e ro u s.’

H e  w e n t o n  to  ex p la in  d ia t  a fau lty  en g in e  : dim* fuel 
and  a s tro n g  w este rly  w ere  a p o ten tia lly  deadly  co m b in a  - 
d o n  m  d ie  ree f-r id d led  w aters A fte r  c o n su ltin g  th e  crew  
he d e c id ed  to  take th e  r isk  P a s to r  H o w se  h ad  o n ce  m ade 
d ie  en try  at n ig h t. M ay b e  h e  c o u ld  to o . W ith  a p ray er fo r 
gu idance th e y  tu rn e d  to  d ie  e n tra n ce  X o  so o n e r  h a d  they  
tu rn e d , th a n  aw ay o n  th e  island  h u g e  tires lit u p  th e  n ig h t, 
sh o w in g  every  b e ac o n  a n d  lig h tin g  th e ir  way. I n  w h a t re ­
m ark ab le  w ays th e  L o rd  w o rk s to  p ro te c t  H is  p e o p le  and  
H is  w ork!

T o b in a b in a  o ffe re d  d ie  c a p ta in  th e  u se  o f  liis bicycle 
an d  to g e th e r  w e ro d e , h a n d  in  h a n d , b a c k  to  th e  m iss io n  
s ta tio n . T h e  lo n g  p e r io d  o f  anx ious w a itin g  a n d  lonelin ess  
w as over. H e  w a s  safe! H ie  fires h ad , by n o w . a lm o st b u rn t 
o u t O n ly  a few  em b ers  re m a in e d  o f  a  n ig h t o f  w a n to n  
d e s tru c tio n  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d , a n d  G o d 's  m iracu lo u s  de liv ­
e rance  o n  th e  o th er.

W e  left o u r  b icycles by  th e  garage  an d  w alked  th e  sh o rt

d is tan ce  to  th e  h o u se  in  d ie  sh in in g  m o o n lig h t. L is ten in g  
to  m y love 's  en th u s ia sm  fo r  h i ;  sh ip , I  w o n d e re d  w h e th e r 
th e  m is tre ss  o f  th e  sea h a d  c la im ed  h im  to o . T h e n , as he  
w e n t to  step  in sid e , I  su d den ly  sn a p p e d  o u t  o f  m y  d ream  
' D o n 't  m o v e!' I  veiled H i e  t r a p "  B u t I w as to o  late. M y 
sh riek  d ied  s tillb o rn  as th e  u n in te n d e d  v ic tim  sp ra n g  th e  
trap . I w as h o rrif ied

T h e  silence o f  sh o ck  w as b ro k e n  by  an  an g ry  roar, 
w h ic h  sh o t u p  to  th e  d ia tc h  a n d  re b o u n d e d  against m y 
s tu n n e d  senses: 'W h a t’s go in g  o a r ’ B o ttle s  w ere  c la tte ring  
in  all d irec tio n s  an d  fa lling  w ith  3 dull p lo p  on  th e  so ft 
m a ttm g

Ju m p in g  o v e r  th e  sp r in g  trap  a n d  feeling  m y  w ay  b y  
in s tin c t an d  fo rek n o w led g e  I reach ed  th e  lam p  a n d  lit it 
w ith  shak ing  fingers. ‘X o ,  n o . n o  ... P I  b re a th ed  silently, 
h o p in g  fo rlo rn ly  th a t  the  trap  m ig h t n o t  h av e  b e e n  as suc­
cessfu l as i t  h a d  so u n d e d

T h e  lam p  flickered  u ncerta in ly , its ligh t in sp ir in g  a n ­
o th e r  ro a r  to  rival th e  first: ‘I ’m  all w e t. M y  n e w  shoes... 
M y  n ew  socks... W h a t’s all th is?’

O h  dear! O h  n y r O h  help! I  g azed  in  w o n d e r  at d ie  
sight. S p read in g  slow ly o v e r o n ce  p ris tin e  socks, new  w h ite  
sh o es, an d  th e  f lo o r co v erin g s w ere  psychedelic  p a tte rn s  o f  
p u rp le , m au v e , o ran g e  a n d  re d  M y  p o p u la rity  h ad  just 
p lu m m e te d  I  w a n te d  to  ru n  a n d  d ro p  o ff  d ie  reef.

'W ell'-' d e m a n d ed  d ie  cap ta in  o f  his E rs t an d  o n ly  m ate .
‘S-serves y o u  lolly w ell r ig h t fo r c o m in g  h o m e  in  the  

m id d le  o f  d ie  n ig h t,’ I sp lu tte red . A s  I  c o n te m p la te d  d ie  
h a v o c  I  h a d  caused  I  began  to  p an ic . B u t d ie  g lin t m  his 
eye m o d u la te d  f ro m  a tw ink le  to  a sp ark le  b e fo re  h e  b u rs t 
o u t  lau g h in g  W e b o d i laughed , o v e rco m e  w id i G ilb ertese  
lau g h te r, as w e su rv ey ed  th e  carn ag e  c rea ted  by m y devas- 
ta tm g ly  successfu l m an trap

Finally, w ip ing  his eyes h e  gasped . ‘N e x t  tim e  M adam , 
y o u  co m e  w ith  m e: Y o u  are m u c h  to o  d an g ero u s to  be left 
a lo n e .'

M y trap  h ad  k n o c k ed  d ie  sea o u t  o f  lu s eyes a n d  th e  
w in d  o u t  o f  h is hair. T h e re  w ere  to o  m an y  p ro b le m s  w ith  
M a d a m  to  r isk  d iv id ed  loyalties. W e w alked  h a n d  in  h an d  
a n d  s to o d  b e fo re  d ie  b lack en ed  n e t H e  ra n  his p a lm  over 
d ie  sc o rch e d  w ails, u n tie d  th e  w e ll-k n o tte d  b lin d s and, for 
th e  first d m e  in  tw o  m o n th s  ra ised  th e m  high. A  se n tim e n ­
tal trad e  w in d  b lew  a w elcom e in to  o u r  faces an d  d ie  
m o o n lig h t re ac h ed  o u t w i th  co o l fingers to  ca tch  o u r 
p ray er o f  g ra titu d e  an d  sen d  i t  to  o u r  F a th e r  in  H e av e n  
F ire s  h a d  b u rn e d  th a t  n ig h t, o n e  e x tin g u ish ed  by  th e  h a n d  
o f  G o d  d ie  o d ie rs  p e rm itte d  to  b u rn  sc th a t th ey  m ig h t 
g u id e  H is  m issio n ary  a n d  H is sh ip  to  safety . O u r  n ig h t o f  
m iracles w as over, en d in g  a c h ap te r  T o m o rro w  w e w o u ld  
c o m m e n c e  a n e w  o n e  to g ed ie r.

E  a bont\ (It is fin ished)

P o s t sc rip t
A  q u a rte r  o f  a  cen tu ry  la te r A d v e n tis t w o rk  o n  A b e- 

m a m a  h a d  m ad e  co n sid e rab le  p ro g re ss  K a u m a  H ig h  
S ch o o l, d ie  o n ly  seco n d ary  sch o o l o n  d ie  is lan d  — o n e  o f  
th e  few  in  th e  n a d o n — w as w ell estab lish ed . H ie  G o v e rn ­
m e n t O ff ic e r  fo r  th e  cen tra l is lan d  g ro u p  w as T o b m a b m a ’s 
so n , K akaiw a, a n d  tw o o f  his c h ild ren  T u m e k a  an d  E n ta -  
b e te  w e re  b o th  s tu d e n ts  at K a u rn a  □

Pastor Graham Miller
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Breaking New Ground—Part 7
Mission Advance

S y n o p s is :
G  F Jo n es succeeded in  having a 
school established at Efogi in 
Papua. Faoie. a p roduct oi" this 
school, became ait outstanding 
worker At the same tune B ou­
gainville ir. the M andated Terri­
tory o f N ew  Gum ea was entered 
w ith a school being set up at 
Lavdai. The availability o f Solo­
mon Island missionaries contrib­
uted to  the rapid progress being 
made Soon the island o f New 
Ireland was also entered

RENEWED PAPUAN GROSFTH
K o k o d a  B lo c k e d  O ff

T HIS PERIOD w h ic h  saw  th e  e s tab lish m en t and  
g ro w th  o f  d ie  S ev en th -d ay  A d v e n tis t  M iss io n  m  

B o u g a in v ille  an d  N e w  B rita in , saw  a lso  su b stan tia l gains in  
P ap u a . A t first th e re  w ere  so m e  ab o rtiv e  a tte m p ts  to  ex ­
p a n d  f ro m  E fo g i o v e r  th e  range  to  K o k o d a . A fte r  an  ex ­
p lo ra to ry  trip  i t  w as p lan n e d  to  m ak e  a  fu r th e r  v isit d u rin g  
1926 to  "selec t a sp o t o n  w h ic h  to  o p e n  a n ew  s ta tio n ."1 A t 
th is  stage. G  P eaco ck  an d  th e n  W  N  L o ck  w h o  w ere  to  
m ak e  th e  tr ip  su ccu m b ed  to  m u m p s . T h e  . - J W n *  Mission 
risen se lec ted  rise sp o t to  e stab lish  a s ta tio n  a n d  th e  G o v ­
e rn m e n t Secretary  adv ised  P asto r L o ck  th a t  w ith o u t  th e  
c o n se n t o f  rise A n g lican s: th ev  w o u ld  n o t  b e  g ra n te d  p e r­

m iss io n  to  estab lish  a sta tio n .2
D isc u ss io n s  w ere  he ld  w ith  th e  lo ca l so lic ito r w h o  a d ­

v ised  a d irec t a p p ro ac h  to  th e  m issio n s c o n c e rn e d  as, i f  
th e y  d id  n o t  o b je c t w h e n  th e  G o v e rn m e n t a p p ro a c h e d  
th e m  re g ard in g  any  ap p licatio n  by  th e  S ev en th -d ay  A d ­
v en tis ts  fo r .and , it w as less likely th a t  th e  G o v e rn m e n t 
w o u ld  re-.ect rise ap p lication . H e  a lso  suggested  p laces m  
w h ic h  th e  L o n d o n  M iss io n a ry  Society  h a d  n o  teach e rs .3

A n  A p p r o a c h  to  th e  L o n d o n  M is s io n a r y  S o c ie ty  
A cco rd ing ly , an  a p p ro ac h  w as m ad e  to  th e  o n e  m  

ch arg e  o f  th e  L o n d o n  M issionary  Society  in  P o r t  M oresby . 
O n e  o f  th e  p laces m e n tio n e d  by  th e  so lic ito r w as d iscu ssed  
a n d  rise L o n d o n  M iss io n ary  Society  sard th ey  co u ld  n o t  
v e ry  w ell c b ie c t to  th e  S ev en th -d a  v  A d v e n tis ts  g o in g  th e re  
b u t  a d v ised  th a t th ey  f irs t in sp e c t th e  sice w h ic h  w as u p  th e  
V aiiala R iv er Som e s tu d e n ts  f ro m  th e  a rea  w h o  w ere  at 
B is ia ta b u  in d ica ted  th e re  w ere  several big  villages w ith  n o  
m issio n aries in  th e m  A  w h ite  m a n  w h o  h a d  lived  o n  th e  
r iv e r in d ica ted  a  sm all p o p u la tio n  a n d  so it w as d ec id ed  to  
lo o k  e lsew here

A t te m p ts  to  M o v e  to  T u p u s e le ia
T h e  n ex t e ffo r ts  w e re  to  rind a  lo ca tio n  com para tiv e ly  

n e a r  b ods B isiatabu  an d  P o r t  M o re sb y  * In te re s t  in  th is 
lo c a tio n  n e a r  T u p u se le ia , w a s  a ro u sed  by  a  m am  M ea , f ro m  
th a t  village w h o  h a d  co m e  to  B isia tab u  to  a tte n d  school. 
W hile  P a s to r  C arr h a d  b een  a t  B isia tabu  th is m an 's  in te re s t

in  th e  S ev en th -d ay  A d v en tis ts  h a d  b e e n  aw ak en ed  N o w  
h e  cam e w ith  an  u rg e n t re q u e s t th a t  th e  S ev en th -d ay  A d ­
v en tis ts  o p e n  a sc h o o l in  lu s village o ffe rin g  lan d  fo r a 
m iss io n  site, so  an  e ffo r t  w as m ad e  to  see th e  site T rav e l 
w o u ld  b e  by ca r to  S ap p h ire  C reek , and  acro ss  to  th e  c o as t 
at B o o tle ss  In le t ,  th e n c e  by  c an o e  to  th e  site n e a r  T u p u se ­
leia. R a in s m ad e  th e  ro a d  fro m  S ap p h ire  C re ek  to  th e  co ast 
im p assab le  an d  a fte r a futile  a tte m p t, i t  w as lea rn ed  th a t 
th e  m ag istra te  f ro m  d ie  V aiiala area  w as in  P o r t  M o resb y  
so it w as d e c id ed  to  go  th e re  to  see h im . W h e n  h e  in d i­
ca ted  th a t d ie  p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  six  villages n e a r  th e  Vaiiala 
R iver w as ab o u t 4 ,000  p e o p le  in te re s t sw u n g  again tc  seek­
in g  to  e n te r  th a t  a iea

T h e  M o v e  T o w a r d s  B e le p a
A cco m p a n ie d  by  o n e  o f  th e  B isia tabu  s tu d e n ts  w h o  

cam e fro m  th e  V aiiala, P a s to r  L o ck  an d  M r P eaco ck  trav ­
elled  th e  o n e  h u n d re d  a n d  fifty o r m o re  m iles b y  coasta l 
b o a t  v isitin g  so m e  o f  th e  L o n d o n  M issionary  Society  s ta ­
tio n s  o n  th e  way. A fte r  v isiting  each  o f  th e  villages, talk ing  
w ith  th e  p e o p ie  and  sh o w in g  p ic tu res , P a s to r  L o c k  asked  
th e  p e o p le  w h o  w ere  g a th e red  cogether, i f  th ey  w ish ed  th e  
m issio n  to  c o m e  a n d  i f  th e y  w o u ld  h e lp  m  b u ild in g  a 
h o u se . T h e  p eo p le  rep lied  th a t  th ey  w a n te d  th e  m iss io n  
a n d  w o u ld  h e lp .3T h e  m issionaries fo u n d  o n  th e  Vaiiala a 
fo rm er re s id en t o f  P o r t  M o resb y  w h o  w as n o w  m an ag in g  a 
p la n ta tio n  a n d  he a lso m ad e  th e m  w elcom e.

D if f ic u l ty  in  L e a s in g  L a n d  N e a r  B e le p a
A fte r  re tu rn in g  to  P o r t  M o resb y . P a s to r  L o ck  m ad e  a n  

a p p lica tio n  fo r  lease  o f  th ree  a n d  a h a lf  acres o f  lan d  ad- 
jo in ing  M aira P la n ta tio n  ju st a sh o rt  d is tan ce  f ro m  the  
V aiiala R iver A lo n g  th e  co ast, m st a few  m iles fro m  the 
d esired  site, th e  L o n d o n  M iss io n a ry  Society  w as strong ly  
estab lished . T h e y  h a d  in d ica ted  n o  o b jec tio n s  to  P a s to r  
L o c k  b eg in n in g  S e v e n th -d a y  A d ­
v e n tis t w o rk  in  rise villages n e a r th e  
site o f  rise lease . H o w ev e r, G o v e rn ­
m e n t p o licy  ev id en tly  de layed  th e  
g ra n tin g  o f  th e  lease fo r  w e find  the  
m a tte r  re fe rre d  to  in  D e sp a tc h  M o.
1 3 /7 /1 0  o f  S ep tem b er IS , 1930.
T h a t  th e  m a tte r  w as still u n d e c id ed

1 Gerald Peacock: 2 Lock with a picture roll showing pictures



in 1933 is clean from Statement 3:

R e c o rd  o f  lan d  g ra n te d  o r  re fu se d  o r  
acq u ired  b y  M iss io n s  w ith in  d ie  
S phere  o f  In f lu e n c e  o f  a n o th e r  M is­
sio n .6
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In  1935 fu rth e r in fo rm a tio n  reg ard in g  
d ie  p o s it io n  o f  th e  site  w as so u g h t, e sp e ­
cially its  re la tio n  to  lan d  he ld  b y  d ie  L o n ­
d o n  M iss io n ary  S o c ie ty .'

T h e  C o m ity  A g r e e m e n t  B y p a s s e d  
H o w ev e r, d ie  S ev en d i-d ay  A d v e n tis t 

M iss io n  w as ab le  to  o b ta in  th e  ren ta l o f  
five acres o f  lan d  so it d id  n o t  n e e d  to  
w ait fo r  th e  b re ak d o w n  o f  th e  S pheres o f  In flu en c e  p o k ey  
m  o rd e r  to  beg in  w o rk .8 W ith in  d iree  years th e  o p p o rtu n ity  
cam e to  p u rc h ase  so m e freeh o ld  lan d  n e ar d ie  villages o f  
B eieoa a n d  Irk lo i so th a t lo n g  b e fo re  d ie  orig inal ap p lica­
tio n  fo r  th e  lease o f  lan d  a t  M aixa w as decided , d ie  m issio n  
w as so u n d ly  e s tab k sh ed .6 T h e  in e ffec tiv en ess  o f  d ie  
S pheres o f  In flu en c e  an d  L ease  o f  L an d  p o kcies u i ach iev ­
in g  th e ir  p u rp o se s  is w ell illu stra ted  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  
e s tab k s lm ien t o f  th e  S e v en th -d ay  A d v e n tis t M iss io n  in  th e  
V aila la  area. T h e  A d m in is tra to r  o f  P a p u a  reco g m 2 e d  th a t:

th e  r ig h t o f  d ie  o w n e r o f  a freeh o ld  o r  fully im ­
p ro v e d  C ro w n  lease  to  tra n s fe r  h is p ro p e r ty  to  any  
m iss io n  w ith o u t re q u ir in g  d ie  c o n se n t o f  d ie  G o v ­
e rn m e n t

m ad e  th e  e ffo r ts  o f  th e  G o v e rn m e n t to  p re se rv e  th e  
S p h e re s o f  In flu en c e  iargely in e ffec tiv e .30 T h e  L ie u ten a n t-  
G o v e rn o r  ex p ressed  lu s a ttitu d e  to  d ie  S p h e re s o f  In f lu ­
en ce  p o licy  d ins:

I w ish  to  g u a rd  m y se lf aga in st any poss ib le  sugges­
t io n  th a t I am  u i fa v o u r o f  d ie  p o licy  o f  S p h e re s  o f  
In f lu en c e , w in c h  in  m y o p in io n , is  a lready  falling to  
p ieces an d  c a n n o t  p o ss ib ly  b e  m a in ta in ed  i f  it is ever 
se rio u sly  challenged . 11

A fte r  th e  a rran g em en ts  to  re n t th e  five ac re s  fo r th re e  
years h a d  b e e n  co m p le ted . G  H  E n g e lb rec h t v is ited  the  
V ailala  d is tr ic t H e  m e t th e  p e o p le  m  th e  a rea  an d  n o te d  
d ie  large  n u m b ers  o f  boys o f  sch o o l age. A t H ilo i p eo p le  
f ro m  d ie  n e a rb y  villages g a th e red  an d  ex p ressed  th e n  d e ­
sire  to  h av e  a schoo l. W h e n  th ey  h a d  m o v ed  o v e r to  the  
re n te d  m iss io n  site so m e  tim e  w as sp e n t in  m ark in g  o u t 
d ie  p o s itio n s  fo r  th e  h o u se s  to  b e  b u ilt o f  b u s h  m aterials. 
T h e  p e o p le  ag reed  to  d o  d ie  b u ild in g  ar.d  to  th e n  sen d  
w o rd  to  th e  M iss io n  th ro u g h  s n e a rb y  p la n te r  32

T h e  M o v e  to w a r d s  H o ­
te ls

M ean w h ile , e ffo rts  h ad  
b een  g o in g  o n  co n cu rre n tly  
to  o b ta in  lan d  fo r m issio n  
p u rp o se s  eas t o f  P o r t  M o ­
re sb y  L a n d  w as finally o b ­
ta ined  m  th e  M arsh a ll L a ­
g o o n  area at K o re la  n e a r 
V ik ru p u .35 T o  se t u p  a s ta ­
tio n  there . C E  M itche ll w as 
tra il fe rred  f ro m  E fogi. H e  
h a d  d ie  p leasu re , n o t  on ly  
o f  e stab k ill in g  th e  K o re la

J Ross James treating a man 
with yaws

Aliti, a missionary from Fiji, teaching in the church at 
Bisiatabu

M issio n  s ta tio n , b u t  o f  o v ersee in g  th e  
b u ild in g  an d  o p e n in g  o f  d ie  day sc h o o l at 
th e  village o f  W anigela . a sh o r t  d istan ce  
aw ay T h is  w as b u ilt by  th e  W an igela  villag­
ers o n  th e n  o w n  lan d  in  d ie  c en tre  o f  th e  
village 14 I t  w as estim a ted  th a t  th e re  w o u ld  
b e  a b o u t five o r  six h u n d re d  c h ild re n  m  d ie  
village b u t d ie  regu lar sc h o o l a tten d an ce  
se td ed  d o w n  at ab o u t o n e  h u n d re d .15

Bv m id  1929. th e  sc h o o l a t  H ilo i w as 
o p e ra tm g  w ith  just o v e r a h u n d re d  day 
s tu d e n ts  in  a tten d an ce  G  H  E n g e lb rec h t 
h a d  th e  o v ersig h t an d  w as assis ted  by  th re e  
o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  w h o  w ere  liv ing  on  th e  m is ­
sio n  p ro p e rty  n earby . T o  enab le  th e m  to  
teach  a n d  c o n tin u e  th e n  o w n  stu d ies , th e  

d ay  schoo l w as o p e n  in  th e  m o rn in g s  a n d  d ie  s ta tio n  
sc h o o l w ith  a b o u t tw en ty  boys an d  girls a tten d in g , w as 
h e ld  in  th e  a f te rn o o n .36 T h e  reg u la r a tten d an ce  o f  s tu d e n ts  
a t  d ie  day sc h o o l w as e lic o n ia g ed  by a m ag iste ria l o rd e r 
w h ic h  m ad e  sc h o o l a tten d an ce  c o m p u lso ry  w ith in  a sp ec i­
fied  rad ius o f  a sc h o o l w h e re  E n g k sli w as ta u g h t.3

T h e  s ta tio n s a t  K o re la  a n d  B elepa h a d  h a rd ly  se td ed  
in to  a ro u tm e  a fte r d ie  struggle  o f  e s tab k s lm ien t. w h e n  a 
n ew  o p p o r tu n ity  w as p re sen te d  fo r d ie  M iss io n  to  take 
o v e r  som e lan d  at A ro m a , a b o u t  fifteen  m iles f ro m  K o re la . 
33 P n e  M iss io n  d id  so m  1929. T in s w as m  th e  c en tre  o f  a 
p o p u lo u s  area , a b o u t  d ire e  th o u sa n d  p e o p le  liv ing  w ith in  
easy  re a c h  o f  th e  site  35 P a s to r  J  R  Ja m es  m ad e  visits to  d ie  
p lace  a n d  e s tab k sh ed  g o o d  re la tio n s w ith  so m e o f  d ie  p e o ­
p le .20 S o m e in  th e  a rea  w ere  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  L o n d o n  M is­
sio n ary  Society  an d  so  th e re  w as th e  p o ss ib ik ty  o f  d ie  c o n ­
flic t w h ich  th e  S pheres o f  In flu en ce  p o k e y  w as d esig n ed  to  
p rev en t. H o w ev e r, w h ile  re la tio n s w ere  n o t  alw ays cord ia l, 
th ey  d id  n o t  d eg en e ra te  to  th e  e x te n t th a t h a d  b e e n  feared  
b y  th o se  w h o  a rg u ed  fo r th e  n e e d  to  m a in ta in  th e  C om ity  
A g re em e n t

T h e  N e e d  to  T r a in  P a p u a n  T e a c h e r s
T h e  o p e n in g  o f  th e  W anigela an d  H ilo i schoo ls, as well 

as th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  sch o o ls o n  th e  E fogi. K o re la  and  
B elepa  (Vallala) s ta tio n s a n d  a t  B isiatabu , an d  n o w  d ie  call 
to  p ro v id e  fo r  A ro m a , e m p h a s iz e d  th e  n eed  to  h av e  P a p ­
u an  teachers tra in e d  as so o n  as p o ss ib le  so  as to  s ta f f  th e  
sch o o ls  a lready  o p e ra tin g  a n d  to  o p e n  n ew  sch o o ls in  re ­
sp o n se  to  req u ests  to  d o  so S e m e  P ap u an s  w e re  w o rk in g  
as teach ers  b u t  h eav y  resp o n sib ik tie s  w ere  still c arried  by 
F i)ians. Sim ilarly  m  th e  M an d a ted  T errito ry , d ie  n eed  to  
s ta f f  th e  te n  o u ts ta tio n s  o n  B ougainv ille  as w ell as d ie  
th re e  sch o o ls  o n  th e  s ta tio n s n e a r  R ab au l m ad e  it c lear d ia t 
a tra in in g  sc h o o l w as u rg en tly  req u ired . In  P ap u a  eyes w ere  
tu rn e d  to  B isia tabu ,23 w h ile  m  d ie  M a n d a te d  T errito ry ,

h o p e s  w ere  still c en tred  o n  
th e  sch o o ls in  th e  S o lo m o n  
Islan d s a lth o u g h  d ie  d e te rm i­
n a tio n  w as fo rm in g  to  estab - 
k sh  a  tra in in g  sc h o o l in  d ie  
M an d a ted  T e rrito ry  o f  N ew  
G u in ea .22

THE SEVENTH-DAY AD­
VENTIST MISSION IN  1930 
P a p u a
T h is  m ay  b e  an  o p p o r tu n e  
p lace  to  su m m arize  th e  p o s i­
tio n  o f  th e  S e v e n th -d a y  A d ­
v e n tis t M iss io n  in  P a p u a  and
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N e w  G u in e a  a t th e  en d  o f  1930 I n  P a p u a  th e re  w as a s ta ff  
o f  five  E u ro p e a n s  w ith  th e ir  fam in e; W  X  L o ck  w as Su­
p e rin te n d e n t: G  K  E n g e lb re c h t w as a t th e  B elepa M ission ; 
C E  M itch e ll w as at K o re la , C J H o w ell w as a t Bisxatabu; J  
R. Jam es h a d  m ad e  c o n ta c t w ith  th e  p e o p le  a t  A ro m a  and  
w as to  lo ca te  th e re  so o n  F ijian w o rk e rs . N afita la i X av ara  
an d  M aika D a u n ik a  carried  th e  resp o n sib ilitie s  o f  th e  E fo g i 
s ta tio n  an d  d istric t. T im o th y , a  P a p u a n , h a d  g iven  an d  c o n ­
tin u e d  to  give, v a lu ab le  he lp  in  th e  E fo g i area

A t  B isiatabn , d ie  tw o th o u sa n d  o r m o re  ru b b e r  trees 
b e in g  tap p e d , yielded ab o u t five to n s  o f  ru b b e r  p e r re a r  
b u t  m o re  im p o rta n tly , th e  in flu en ce  o f  its sch o o l was 
sp read in g  far an d  w id e  in  P apua . T h e  sixtv y o u n g  m e n  and  
w o m e n  w h o  lived  an d  stu d ied  th e re  sp o k e  e ig h t dialects 
a n d  cam e f ro m  as fa r aw ay as tw o  h u n d re d  m iles I n  its 
earlie r years its in flu e n ce  h a d  b e e n  u n d e te c te d  th o u g h  
stro n g , o n  th e  lives o f  a few  like Fao le  o f  th e  E fo g i area, 
and  M ea o f  th e  T u p u se le ia  area. N o w  it w as easier to  see 
w h a t it w as d o in g  as th e se  m e n  an d  T im o th y , b e g an  to  
w o rk  fo r th e  m ission . I n  1930, fo u r  P a p u a n s  le ft B isia tabn  
as m iss io n  w o rk e rs  23 T h e  schoo l p ro g ra m m e  at B isia tabn  
w as th e  usu a l o n e  fo r sim ilar schoo ls. T h e  m o rn in g s  w ere  
taken  u p  w ith  th e  n ecessa ry  w o rk  o f  th e  s ta tio n , especially  
fo o d  p ro d u c tio n , th e  a f te rn o o n s  w ith  class w o rk  T h is  c o n ­
sisted  o f  B ib le  study. M o tu a n  and  E n g lish  [reading and  
w riting ] and  sim ple, p rac tica l a rith m etic .2* I t  w as h o p e d  to 
m ak e  M o tu a n  a  c o m m o n  language o f  th e  schoo ls, p ro d u c e  
lite ra tu re  in  i t  an d  th u s  b e  ab le  to  tram  w o rk e rs  m o re  
q u ick ly  th a n  w o u ld  be p o ss ib le  i f  E n g lish  w ere  u se d  ex clu ­
sively O n e  d u ty  th a t fell u p o n  d ie  sc h o o l s ta f f  w as to  
tran s la te  th e  S a b b a th  S ch o o l le sso n s m to  M o tu , c u t stencils 
a n d  d u p lica te  th em . I n  tin s . M ea. w h o  w as a M o tu  speaker, 
w a s  a g rea t he lp . T h e  cu ttin g  o f  th e  stencil and  d ie  d u p li­
ca tin g  w ere  d o n e  by  a M o w  sp eak in g  lad  a t th e  schoo l. 
S o m e p u p ils  w e re  ta u g h t to u c h  ty p ew ritin g  O n e  o f  th ese , 
K o iv i, cam e  f ro m  th e  V ailala, an d  it w as h o p e d  h e  w o u ld  
b e  a h e lp  th ere .25 I n  1927, th e  teach ers  w e re  D av id , a  Fi- 
lian, J e a n  L o ck  an d  G  H  E n g e lb rec h t, th o u g h  in  d ie  n ex t 
year b lackw ater fever carried  o f f  D a v id ; a n d  E n g e lb rec h t 
w h o  tra n s fe rre d  to  Vailala w as rep laced  b y  C  [ H ow ell 
N o n e  o f  th e se  w o u ld  h av e  b een  c o n sid e re d  tra in ed  te a c h ­
ers. T h e  sp iritu a l activ ities d e sc rib ed  in  earlier a cco u n ts  o f  
d te  activ ities a t B isia tab u  c o n tin u e d  E v e r  m  th e  h e a r ts  o f  
th e  w o rk e rs  w as th e  desire  to  see th e  s tu d e n ts  k n o w  and  
accep t th e  sav ing  p o w e r o f  C h ris t an d  rise desire  tc  see 
C h ris tian  y o u n g  m e a  an d  w o m e n  b e co m e  d e d ic a te d  m is ­
sion  w o rk e rs .26

E fo g i. th e  seco n d  sta tio n  o f  th e  S ev en th -d ay  A d v e n tis t 
M iss io n  in  P ap u a , h a d  b een  in  o p e ra tio n  ab o u t six rears . 
E arly  d u rin g  h is stay in  P ap u a . P a s to r  C a rr h a d  v isited  th e  
p e o p le  in  a n d  a ro u n d  E fogi.

In te rm itte n t  c o n ta c t w as m a in ta in ed  d u rin g  th e  re a rs  
d-.at fo llow ed . L a n d  w as leased in  1914 b u t  no  a tte m o t w as 
m ad e  to  estab lish  a p e rm a n e n t s ta tio n  u n til 1924 w h e n  W  
NT L o ck  se td ed  th e re  E ffo rts  w ere  n-.ade m  191“ to  ex ten d  
o v e r th e  ran g e  in to  d ie  K u m u si D iv is io n  w e s t o f  d ie  A m -

Efogi Mission Station and Church

b o g o  R iver b u t  th ese  w ere  b locked  by in ab ility  to  lease 
lan d  th e re  d u e  to  o p p o s itio n  by d ie  A n g lica n  M ission . G  F  
J o n e s  p a tro lled  v ig o ro u sly  in  d ie  a rea  a n d  p re p a re d  th e  w ay 
fo r th e  e s tab lish m en t o f  th e  M iss io n  s ta tio n  by  W  X  L ock. 
T h e  sc h o o l d e v e lo p ed , a ccep tin g  b o th  boys an d  girls bu t 
d ue  to  its d is tan ce  f ro m  B isia tabu , d ie  ru g g ed n ess  o f  th e  
c o u n try  w ith  th e  co n se q u en t d ifficu lty  in  m ain ta in in g  su p ­
p lies a n d  d ie  stra in  o f  th e  iso la tion . C E  M itche ll w as tran s­
fe rred  to  K o re la  a n d  E fo g i w as ca red  fo r by X afita la i 
X a v a ra  fro m  Fiji.27 S tu d e n ts  fro m  th e  sc h o o l th e re  c o n tin ­
u e d  to  go d o w n  to  B isia tab n  a n d  la te r to  M irigeda to  c o n ­
tin u e  th e n  e d u ca tio n  a n d  to  tra in  fo r m iss io n  w o rk .

T h e  n e w er s ta tio n s  o f  B elepa  a n d  K o re la  h a d  larger 
sch o o ls  a tta ch e d  to  th e m  to  care  fo r  th e  d ay  s tu d e n ts  f ro m  
n e a rb y  v illages, an d  at d ie  s ta tio n  sch o o ls so m e  o f  th e  
m o re  m atu re  s tu d e n ts  d id  fu rd ie r study. I t  w as h o p e d  d ia t  
d iey  w o u ld  en te r  th e  w o rk  fo rce  a fte r tra in in g  a t  
B isiatabu .25

N e w  G u in e a
O n  d ie  N e w  G u in ea  side  th e  B ougainv ille  e f fo r ts  c o n ­

tin u e d  to  be fru itfu l. D  in n g  1930, D  H  G ray  fo u n d e d  a 
n ew  sc h o o l a t R u m b a, ab o u t d '.ree h o u rs  w alk  in to  th e  
m o u n ta in s  b e h in d  K ie ta .25 H ig h  h o p e s  w e re  h e ld  fo r its 
fu tu re  as it w as o n  fertile soil an d  th e re  w e re  a lready  o p e r ­
a tin g  several sc h o o ls  w h ic h  in  d u e  c o u rse  w o u ld  give a 
b o d y  o f  s tu d e n ts  co n sid erab ly  larger th a n  th e  te n  w ith  
w h ic h  it s ta rted  I n  N e w  B rita in  th e re  w ere  a lready  d u e e  
cen tres  o f  in te re s t  b u t th ese  in te re s ts  h a d  h a rd ly  h a d  tim e 
to  crystallise in to  fo rm a l schools.

EXPANSION IN  T H E  T H IR T IE S 
P a p u a

F ro m  d iis  p o in t  th e  w o rk  o r th e  S e v en th -d ay  A d v e n tis t 
M iss io n  b eg an  to  e x p a n d  rap id ly  m  P a p u a  as w ell as m  d ie  
M a n d a te d  T e rrito ry  o f  N e w  G u in e a  I n  P a p u a  especially, 
d '.ere w as still d ifficu lty  in  o b ta in in g  lan d  in  d ie  d esired  
lo ca tio n s  an d  tin s  cau sed  a g ro w th  in  p laces w h ic h  w ere  
less d esirab le  fo r th e re  w as a  ten d en cy  to  e s tab lish  w h e re  
lan d  w as available ra d ie r  th a n  w h e re  th e  p eo p le  w ere  in te r­
e sted  H o w ev e r, by  th e  p u rc h ase  o f  certau i freeh o ld  land , 
d ie  tran s fe r  o f  c e rta in  leaseh o ld  lan d , a n d  th e  use  o f  n a tive  
b u ilt sc h o o ls  on  na tiv e  land , p ro g re ss  w as m ad e  A t  this
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T ak in g  o n ly  th e  figures to r 
th e  sch o o l e n ro lm e n t as 
sh o w n  fo r 1930 and  1932, w e 
fin d  rises in  P a p u a  ¿com  forty  
to  f i r e  h u n d re d ; in  th e  S o lo ­
m o n  Islan d s f ro m  939 w h ich  
w as actually  b e lo w  th e  peak  
o f  2 ,¿43  in  1927) to  1.02*0, in  
tiie  M a n d a te d  T err ito ry  fro m  

n il to  1,160. T h ese  last figures re flec t th e  fact th a t in  1930. 
th e  M iss io n  h a d  ju st b e g u n  to  o p e ra te  n ear R abau i, b u t th a t 
b y  1932. th e  islands o f  M u ssau  a n d  E m ir  a  h a d  b e e n  e n ­
te re d  a n d  in  th ese  p laces th e  e n tire  p o p u la tio n  h a d  eagerly 
a c c e p te d  d ie  M iss io n  a n d  m o s t  o f  th e  p e o p le  even  up  to  
age th irty , w a n te d  to  h av e  a  p lace  m  th e  sch o o ls A s well, 
c o n ta c t h a d  ju st b een  m ad e  w ith  th e  A d m ira lty  G ro u p  and 
th e re  to o . th e  c o n ta c t re su lted  in  a c lose  asso c ia tio n

B is ia ta b u  a t  i ts  P e a k
B isiatabu  c o n tin u e d  as a  ru b b e r  p lan ta tio n , th e  m ission  

h ead q u a rte rs , a n d  th e  sen io r schoo l. H o w ev e r, i t  w as fe lt m  
th e  M ission  th a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  b e tte r  to  b rin g  d ie  sc h o o l and 
h e ad q u a rte rs  d o w n  to  th e  c o a s t :n  o rd e r to  facilitate  c o n ­
ta c t w ith  th e  w o rk  as i t  d e v e lo p ed  a t  B eiepa in  th e  Vailala 
R rver a rea  to  th e  w est o f  P o r t  M o resb y , a n d  at K o re la  and 
A ro m a  n e a r  th e  M arshall L a g o o n  to  th e  east. E specially  
w as th is  th e  case w h e n  th e  M iss io n  a cq u ired  th e  M V  D inn  
b y  w in c h  s ta ff  a n d  s tu d e n ts  co u ld  trav e l m u ch  m o re  co n - 
v e m e n d y  B isia tabu  h a d  b eco m e  a  sc h o o l en ro llin g  ab o u t 
fo rty  s tu d en ts . F ro m  it h a d  g o n e  d io se  m iss io n  w o rk ers  
w h o  h a d  an v  tra in in g . A t it h a d  b e e n  c o n d u c te d  th e  first 
b ap tism s. F ro m  its secu rity  as a base e x ten sio n s h a d  b een  
m ad e  to  E fo g i, B eiepa an d  K o re ia . I t  h a d  b een  designated  
as th e  P a p u a n  T ra in in g  S choo l 34 M ow , h o w ev er, its d is ­
ta n c e  fro m  d ie  coast, th e  lack  o f  p o p u la tio n  m  c lose  p ro x ­
im ity  an d  th e  d ifficu lty  o f  m ain ta in in g  c o n ta c t w ith  d ie  
n e w er s ta tio n s  f ro m  it. m ad e  a c h an g e  d esirab le .03. I t  co n ­
t in u e d  as a h e ad q u a rte rs  fo r w o rk  in  d ie  E fo g i area  an d  as 
th e  sc h o o l fo r th e  s tu d e n ts  o f  d ie  E fo g i and  K o ia ti  d is ­
tric ts  w h o  w a n te d  to  go  b e y o n d  th e  village sch o o l level. 
M o w  it w as to  be ca red  fo r by a n a tio n a l w o rk e r

9T N Lock. Musmaty Lender (ML), Apr 192“ , p  T. 8.
- <2KJ. .1 >ZS. L m A 9 2  SIZ  Patt I. Api 192". Statement C c 1933). 
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4 CFS.AJJS. IttmA9231 ?. Pan I. 5 Jan 1931.
'  Uiä. 30Ap: 1935.
I & H Engelbcech:. AIL Mcv 2928.
' Lock AJL 25 May 2 931, p 2. 3.
*<• CSS AJiS, Item 92) ? Z, 1933.
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u  Enselbreckt. AIL N o r 1928. p  12 
«> C È  Mitchell. Aft, Sep -929, p  S.
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stage d ie
S e v e n th -d a y  
A d v e n t i s t  
M i s s i o n  
b e g an  to
o p e ra te  in ­
f a n t  a n d
m a t e r n a l

1 School in a village near Vilirupu:
2 Vilirupu Mission house: 3 The Mitchells 

landing at Vilirupu

h e a ld i c en ­
tres w h ich  
ad d ed  a fu r ­

th e r d im en-
sion  to  th e  in fo rm a l ed u ca tio n a l p ro g ram  o f  th e  m issio n , as 
w ell as p ro v id in g  a g re a d r  n e e d e d  service  in  th e  tw o  areas 
w h e re  d ie  w o rk  w as e a rn e d  o u t.30 T h e re  w as a rapid  
g ro w th  in  th e  ch u rch  m em b e rsh ip , n u m b er o f  ch u rch es, 
an n u al b a p tism s, n u m b e r  o f  w o rk e rs , n u m b er  o f  schoo ls 
an d  e n ro lm e n ts .31 F ro m  th is tim e  to o , th e  m iss io n  gave 
m o re  a tte n tio n  to  th e  tra in in g  o f  its w o rk ers  by  th e  estab ­
lish m e n t o f  tra in in g  sch o o ls  A t d u s tim e  so m e  tra ined  
teachers w ere  a p p o in te d  to  d ie  m iss io n  s ta ff T h e  m ission  
m P apua  at th is  tim e b eg an  to  su b m it d ie  p u p ils o f  its 
sch o o ls to  th e  an n u al ex am in a tio n  h e ld  by  d ie  P a p u a n  
A d m in is tra tio n  fo r d ie  p u rp o se  o f  o b ta in in g  subsidy. 3 y  
1932 d ie  G o v e rn m e n t w as w illing  to  re g is te r  sch o o ls  and  
m th e  V iliru p u  area tw o  are  n o te d  as b e in g  reg is te red .3-

So in  a lm o st ev ery  a sp e c t o f  d ie  m iss io n  v e n tu re  in  
P apua  a n d  M ew  G u in ea . 1930 m ig h t b e  lo o k e d  o n  as the 
en d  o f  d ie  e s tab lish m en t a n d  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  fo rw ard  
d iru st. T h e  sta tistics b e a r th is o u t 33 In  ex p lan atio n  o f  the  
sta tistics i t  m ay  be said:

1. O n  o ccasio n  n ew  sta tistics w ere  n o t  available fo r  the  
new  year an d  a t such  tim es sta tistics fo r d ie  p re v io u s  year 
o u g h t b e  re p ea te d  as in  1930 fo r th e  S o lo m o n  Islands 
w h e n  w ith  sligh t m o d ific a tio n , th e  1929 figures are  given.

2  T h e  S o lo m o n  Islan d s statistics c o n ta in  th e  figures 
fo r B ougainv ille  w h e re  th e  first S e v en th -d ay  A d v e n tis t 
w o rk  in  the  M a n d a te d  T errito ry  w as b egun  in  1924. I t  is 
u n fo r tu n a te  d ia t  th e  early  re su lts  o f  w o rk  in  d ie  m an d a ted  
T err ito ry  are th u s  m asked.

The M V Dian a)
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i iB E R y iS T A F P O R D ::::

Bom bi Sydney in 1922, 
Bery l Stafford (nee Trood), 
attended public school fo r  3 

years, and fo r  the following 5 
undertook correspondence 

school work. If hen the
family moved to Cooranbong 
in N S W  in 1941, she took the 
General Studies Course at the 

Australasian Missionary 
College. After marrying 

Calvin Stafford in 1945 she 
assisted her minister husband 
in Taree and Grafton fb r  the 
next 2 years. Their mission 

service commenced in 194S in 
Papua Nezv Guinea -in  the 
Eastern Highlands Mission 
until 1952, at Paglum until 

1954, and on Mussav in 
1954. They then served in the 

Western Solomon Islands 
Mission fo r  the next 8 years. 
On returning to P X G  they 
served at Korela in Central 

Papua until 1966, at Tani in 
Simbu Province 1967-1972, 
and at Homu in the Eastern 
Highlands 1979-19/ 6. On 

returning to Australia the 
Staffords settled in Cooran- 

bong.
Beryl mastered Pisin (.Pigin} 
English in P X G , dispensed 

medicines and taught knitting 
and sewing. A  resourceful 

person who adapted well to 
new culiures, she settled in 
well in nezv surroundings. 
Beryl and Calvin have 4 
children: Ruth, Gordon, 
Margaret, and Nancy.

Early Days at Kumul
Missionary Wife’s Life on a PXG Outpost, 1948-1950

O N THE 5th OF MAY 1948, I  arrived 
in Lae w ith  m y  h usband  Calvin, 

and  o u r eleven m o n th -o ld  daughter, R uth, 
en  ro u te  from  Sydney to  a new  m ission 
o u tp o st in  th e  highlands o f  N ew  Guinea. 
F ro m  Lae R u th  and  I w ere flow n in  to  
Bena Bena w ith  Ju n e  G ilm ore a n d  baby 
R oss. W e stayed w ith  the  N o lan  and  H o w ­
ell families un til o u r goods arrived  and  the 
exact location o f  each m ission  sta tion  was 
decided on. M y h usband  arrived from  Lae 
som e weeks la id .  l i e  had  been  gelling lo
kn o w  some o f  th e  m issionaries w h o  w ere 
th ere  for m eetings. H e  had  gained som e 
helpful inform ation  o n  obtain ing  suitable 
tin n ed  foods; he  w as becom ing familiar 
w ith  Pigin and  learning how  to  ru n  a m is­
sion  station.

W e all lived in  one  b ig  house  o n  Sigoya 
H ill above Bena Bena. I  was shy, n o t  know ­
ing any o f  these people , so I kep t to  m yself 
as I  looked after R uth. I  w atched  w hat the 
m issionaries' wives d id  and  discovered that 
I  w as expected to  learn  P idgin E nglish to  
be able to converse w ith  the  nationals, bar­
te r  fo r garden food  an d  purchase  firewood. 
I  didn 't 2 n d  il easy lu  le.iu: llu j new  lan­
guage.

I saw h o w  the  m issionaries’ w ives m ade 
bread w ith dry yeast. M aking b read  was n o t 
new  to  me as I  h ad  done  it fo r ten  years a t 
h om e in  A ustralia using  h o p  a n d  p o ta to  
yeast as a rising agent bu t had  n o t  u sed  dry 
yeast. I  also learned I  w ould  have to  dis­
pense simple m edicines to  the  local people 
w hen  needed.

M y husband  flew o u t to  M adang to  
charter a p lane to  b ring  in  o u r goods and 
supplies to  the K erow agi airstrip. T h e  G il­
m o re ’s goods w ere also to  com e o n  the  
chartered  plane. Later ou r goods were 
taken by carriers to  o u r d ifferent m ission 
stations.

O n e  day, w hile  w aiting  fo r a smaller 
p lane to  com e and  ferry us to  a closer air­
strip, I  took R u th  in  he r p ram  dow n to  the  
airstrip. There w ere scores o f  nationals in  
native diess talking in  th e ir ow n language. 
L ater som eone asked i f  I  w as frightened o f  
them . N o, I  w asn 't. A lthough  they w ere all 
new  and  foreign to  m e, I  d idn 't feel they 
w ou ld  h srm  me.

A t last we w ere flow n, along w ith  m ost 
o f  o u r goods, to  the  small Catholic airstrip 
called Kogi w here national A dventisst

teachers w ere w aiting w ith  carriers to  trans­
p o rt everything to  K um ul. W ith  a po le  o n  
each side o f  R uth 's p ram  and  a big um brella 
to  p ro tec t he r from  rain , w e all set o ff  on  
fo o t fo r  K u m u l ab ou t ten  to  twelve kilom e­
tres away. T here  we fo u n d  a house o f  na­
tive m aterials w ith  tw o room s an d  a built-in  
verandah. T he  first ro o m  was p iled  high 
w ith a lm ost all o f  ou r goods while the  o ther 
room  had  o u r innersp ring  m attress o n  the 
floor. W e arrived sopping w e t because o f  
th e  rain b u t R u th  w as quite dry u n d e r die 
umbrella.

We fo u n d  o u r p ressure lam p, som e dry 
clothes an d  o u r bedding  and  left R u th  to  
sleep in  he r p ram . A s I  recall w e w ere given 
cooked sw eet p o ta to  and  co rn  fo r tea for 
w hich w e w ere m o st grateful. T his w as our 
first n igh t a t K um ul— A ugust 28, 1948—  
w oven b am boo  walls outside an d  w oven 
p itp .t (a so rt o f  reed) inside. T h e  floor, 
about th irty  centim etres above g ro u n d  
level, w as also w oven b am boo— quite 
strange to  w alk o n  a n d  very springy. R uth  
h ad  fun  trying to  negotiate  d ie  bouncy 
floor. T he  ro o f  o f  the  house  w as "kunai 
glass" lluilcil.

Later w e erected  a table m ade o f  w oven 
bam boo o n  a tim ber fram e w id i legs driven 
in to  d ie  g ro u n d  th ro u g h  the  b am boo  floor. 
T he  table sagged, so  plates o f  soup needed 
to  be held straight o r  they  w ould  spill. T he 
stools w ere m ade from  tim ber w ith  long 
legs d ia t w ere driven th ro u g h  the  bam boo 
floor to  d ie  g round  an d  they  had  seats 
m ade from  w oven  reeds.

We m anaged to  m ake a shelf o r  two, bu t 
there w ere n o  w indow s— only  holes cu t in  
eacl: e n d  o f  d ie  house to  let d ie  light in. 
Shelving for crockery and  saucepans was 
m ade from  a fram ew ork o f  w o o d  covered 
wilii w oven pilp il. A  small "M etiers" w ood 
stove s to o d  o n  stones o n  a w oo d en  fram e, 
its chim ney m ade from  one  leng th  o f  steel 
piping and  green b am boo  w ith  the  joints 
knocked ou t. I t  w ent u p  d iro u g h  d ie  thatch  
ceiling and  w as su rrounded  w id i clay to  
stop  it catch ing  fire. W e m ade a place for 
ou r clodies by hanging a ro d  across one 
corner w ith  a curta in  in  fro n t to  m ake a 
th re i-co rn ered  w ardrobe.

I th o u g h t this house w ou ldn 't take m uch 
effort to  keep tidy. W hen  younger I  had  
lived in  a b u sh  house  in  A ustralia, a n d  al- 
though  th is house  w as small it w as reasona-
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The first Adventist camp meeting in the Highlands—Bena Bena. Men from L to R back: Eric Boehm. Calvin Stafford, —.Lester
Lock, Cyril Pascoe, Syd Stocken, Lester Hawkes, Lyn Thrift,----- ,— , Stan McFarlane. Front, women & children from L to R:

— , Ray Boehm, Grace Boehm, Beryl Stafford & children, Mavis Barnard & Kaye, Edna Lock & children, Emma Campbell, 
Gordon & Elwyn, Beryl Stocken, Freda Hawkes & children, Grace Thrift & child, Lucy French, Leila Maberiy & child, — .*

th e  m ission horse  called Bernborougly— one o f  us walked 
an d  the  o th e r rode, then  w e swapped. W e slept one  night 
in  a governm ent rest house m ade o f  lo ca l materials.

A lthough  it was a dull day R uth  got badly sunburned  on  
her face an d  hands, and  blisters fo rm ed  o n  he r cheeks. 
W h en  w e realised tins w e hurried  o a  to  M orum a w here 
R uth 's burns were treated. I t  was w onderfu l fo r m e to  have 
o th e r m issionary wives to  see an d  talk to ,  having seen none 
fo r m on ths . O u r children go t a long well w ith  the o ther 
children. I t  was w onderfu l to  hear fro m  the delegates o f  
th e  progress o f  G od 's  w o rk  in  o d ie r places, and  to  receive 
spiritual fo o d  fo r ourselves d ia t w e cou ld  pass o n  to  the  
people a t K um ul.

Later, in  A ugust o f  tha t year, d ie  firs t A dventist Cam p 
m eeting  was held  a t Bena Bena. All d ie  adm inistrators and 
m issionaries m ade plans to  be there.2 T hose w h o  could, 
to o k  a group o f  believers w idi them  even  though  it took  
days o f  walking. Calvin and  I  w alked while d ie  children 
were carried by  local people.

A t th e  tim e d ie  H ighlands highw ay was being carved 
o u t over d ie  m ountains so there  w ere n o  bridges yet in  the 
w estern  secdon. T h e  ro ad  was d irt and  w ithou t even 
gravel. W e negotia ted  small one-log  bridges o r if  the  w ater 
w asn 't to o  deep , w aded across. I t  was to o  far to  travel in  
one  day so w e spen t d ie  night in  a g overnm en t re s t house. 
N e s t  day w e clim bed th e  D au lo  Pass, a t  2725 m etres, then  
dow n th e  o th e r side w here w e were m e t by  Lyn T h rift in  a 
jeep. W e were grateful to  be taken the  last 4S kilom etres to  
Bena Bena via K abiufa w here Lyn was the  principal. Again 
th e  fellowship w id i o th e r m issionaries was w onderfu l, as 
were the  various m eetings taken by  th e  o ther m issionaries 
an d  cam p delegates w ho  cam e from  Lae, M adang an d  A us­
tralia.

Som e A ustralians h ad  sen t us a co llection  o f  different 
co loured  w ools and  a few knitting  needles th a t w e could 
use to  teach  th e  students how  to  kn it their ow n sleeveless 
m ultico loured  sweaters. M any o f  d ie m  h ad  to  m ake their 
ow n kn itting  needles from  bam boo , copy ing  d ie  needles I 
h ad  fo r  size, and  then  a t a certain tim e  in  d ie  a fte rnoon  
they  w ould  com e to  m y verandah  to  learn how  to  knit. 
Several weeks la ter these  boys cou ld  b e  seen p roudly  w ear­
ing  their m ultico loured  sweaters everywhere.

A b o u t diis tim e I felt the  girls in  the  schoo l should  learn 
to  sew, by  h an d  a t least. A  simple skirt w ould  be  d ie  easi­
est, and  they  all liked  the  idea. T hey  liked red  an d  we de­
cided to  have a b lue  w aist tie and  a blue ban d  near the 
hem line. Well! W h a t fun  I  had  teaching d iem  to  th read  a 
needle, w ith  d iread  a n d  needles so fine, and  to  ho ld  a nee­
dle and  sew in  a reasonab ly  straight line w ith  a very simple 
stitch. Som e did  well, o thers found  it hard  b u t they  all u lti­
m ately finished and w o re  their skirts proudly.

O u r in terpreter, A unim , h ad  p lanned  to  m arry a shy, 
very n ice village girl and  w anted  to  have a C hristian w ed­
ding, b u t his tribe  in sisted  o n  a heathen  cerem ony. I  m ade 
a simple w hite dress fo r d ie  bride, while som eone else 
b ro u g h t w hite orch ids fo r he r headgear. T he  m an  w ore a 
w hite sh irt w id i a tie , an d  a loinclodi. M any cam e to  the 
C hristian cerem ony an d  our pedal organ, o n  w h ich  I  
played p a rt o f  the  B ridal M arch, was carried outside. M y 
husb an d  perfo rm ed  d ie  cerem ony, and  then  n e s t  day the 
head ien  w edding to o k  place, the  bride being dressed in  all 
the  heathen  regalia w ith  grease and  pain t— a trem endous 
con trast to  h e r appearance the  day before.

O n  one  occasion m y husband  an d  the  teachers had  to  
be  away fo r  ab o u t te n  days, including a Sabbath, so th e  tw o 
teachers ' w ives, m y children  and  I were left alone o n  the  
m ission station. I  w o ndered  ab o u t th e  Sabbath  m eetings as 
the  village peop le  w ere  accustom ed  to  com ing fo r a service 
an d  I  did n o t w a n t to  d isappoin t them . Selecting some 
pictures from  d ie  p ic tu re  rolls I  m ade a simple serm on and 
those  w ho  listened s aid th a t it was g o o d  because they  had 
und ers to o d  it.

W hy is it th a t accidents seem  to  h appen  w hen  husbands 
are away? W e had  sharpened  bam boo  stakes abou t tw enty 
centim etres high p laced  a round  o u r back  d o o r flower gar­
den to  p reven t villagers from  standing o n  the  precious 
flowers. O n e  a fte rn o o n  w hen  G o rd o n  w as abou t IS 
m on ths old, he  and  R u tli w ere playing outside while I  was 
sewing. Suddenly I  h eard  a cry o f  pa in  from  G o rd o n  w idi 
R ud i joining in  too . I  rushed  outside to  find he  had  tripped  
an d  fallen o n  one  o-f the  sharpened bam boos w hich  had 
gone in to  lus face. A t  first I  th o u g h t it had  gone in to  his 
eye. In  spite o f  b a th in g  it, his eye an d  d ie  side o f  lus face 
were swelling. I t  was getting late in  d ie  a fte rnoon  and  the
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n e a re s t A id  P o s t  w as th ir ty  k ilom etres aw ay— an d  w e 
w o u ld  hav e  h a d  to  w alk  there .

T h e  firs t th in g  I  d id  w as  to  p ray , a n d  th e n  I  a sk ed  th e  
re s t o f  d ie  s ta f f  a n d  s tu d en ts  to  p ray  to o .  G o rd o n  h a d  a 
restless n ig h t b u t  in  th e  m o rn in g  th e  sw elling  h a d  gone  
d o w n  so m ew h a t, a n d  he  co u ld  o p e n  Ins eye a little. W e 
th a n k e d  G o d  fo r Ins im p ro v em e n t, a n d  d ia ling  d ie  day  his 
face  g radually  w e n t b ack  to  its n o rm a l size.

S om e m o n th s  la te r w h ile  w ash in g  his face , I  n o tic e d  the  
cheek  ju s t b e lo w  h is eye seem ed  to  be  a  b i t  te n d e r  w h e n  I 
p re s se d  gendy . I  co n c lu d ed  d ia t th e  b a m b o o  spike h ad  
p ie rced  h is ch eek  an d  gone  b e tw een  h is  c h ee k b o n e  a n d  his 
eyeball. H o w  th a n k fu l all d ie  m issio n  p e o p le  w ere  w h e n  I  
to ld  th em . W e all p ra ised  G o d  fo r  h is  p ro te c tin g  care  ov e r 
G o rd o n 's  eye. 3

F u r lo u g h  tim e  cam e a n d  w e  h a d  a v e ry  en joyab le  sis 
m o n th s  in  A ustra lia  w ith  fam ily  a n d  fr ien d s . W h e n  w e 
re tu rn e d  to  K u m u l w e  w e re  g iven  a  ro y a l w elcom e. T h e  
n a tio n a ls ' h ap p in e ss  a t see ing  u s  again  tu rn e d  to  sadness 
h o w ev er w h e n  d ie y  lea rn ed  d ia t w e  w ere  b e in g  tran sfe rred

fu r th e r  in to  d ie  H ig h lan d s  to  beg in  a n e w  s ta tio n  the re .
B u t th a t's  a n o th e r  story.

References
1 The delegates were ? i F D  Xichol, editor of the Rate»1 and Htrsia, Pi F 

Mote, secretary o f the Australasian Division, with his son Fred; Pi W L 
Pascoe, Division treasurer, Pr K  White, president of the Coral Sea 
Union Mission; Pr A J Campbell (Kainantu); F  Maberly (Wabag); and 
Pr W Nolan, president of the Central Highlands Mission. Nurse De­
laney, a sister to Lucy French, was also there.

2 Expatriates there were: E  A Boehm and family, F Maberly & family, J 
W French & family, L H  Barnard & family. L X Hawke: & family, A J 
Campbell & family, W H Nolan & family B C Grosser & Mrs Grosser; 
L R Thnft & family, C R Stafford & family: L I Howell Bern Bena 
Mission Station Director, S H  Gander, Madang R A Me Farlane, Lae: 
L LI Lock, visitor; D Gillis, builder: C Hart & Mrs Hart, Lae; C Pascoe, 
visitor; H  White, president o f CSUM horn Lae; J  Newman, visitor, H 
Rudd, carpenter: Olive and Elsie Pearce, nurses from Togoba, iBerd’s 
cousins ftom New Zealand.)

5 God could see into the future that he would need two good eyes to 
become a mission pilot fox His work, flying over the m ountains in 
P N G  for 18 years.
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The Keeper o f  O ur H eritage
mML During the last 12 months, many changes have occurred. The South Pacific Divi- 

sion Avondale College Heritage Room Collection has changed its name to Adventist 
Heritage Centre'. The physical layout o f the Centre has been changed to facilitate 
better access and a more pleasing work environment. And we have received some 
wonderful items, which have been added to the collection, eg A G Stewart's notebook 

the Paap fam ily history, H  B P Wicks' diaries, etc.
A quick ta lly  o f the collection reveals we have 2000+ books, 400+ magazine titles, 800+ docu­

ment boxes, 130+ boxes of photographs and over 2500 audiovisual items (audio cassettes, films, vid­
eos, etc.) In the last 12 months we have added 330 books and 1900 documents. We have checked 250+ 
audio recordings, and sorted /housed 4000+ negatives and 8000+ slides. This all adds up to a won­
derful p rim ary resource collection that reflects the activities and the impact o f the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church w ithin this pa rt o f the world. Please come and visit us one Thursday i f  you are 
in  the area. You are very welcome. Our hours are Thursday 9-12, 1-5. Rose-lee Power (Supervisor) 
Phone: 02 4980 2313, Email: heri tage@a vondale. edu. au □
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Exciting Yet Purposeful:
a new venture in the Solomon Islands 

The birth of Betikama Missionary School 24.12.47-30.01.49

Synopsis: D uring  1946 and 
almost all o f  1947, Lyn Thrift 
revived the  school at Banina, 
W estern Solom ons. G ardens 
were replanted, coconuts gath­
ered and tithe assessed, saw- 
m Jling resumed, boats were 
repaired, classes recom m enced 
and a choir festival held! N ow  
Lyn is about to  leave on  a new  
venture further south on  the 
island o f  Guadalcanal

IT  WAS A COUPLE OF 
HOURS b e fo re  m id n ig h t 

o n  23  D e c e m b e r 1947. I t  w as  a  b u sy  tim e  o n  th e  B a tu n a  
w harf. H o w ev e r, lo ad in g  w as so o n  co m p le ted  a n d  d ie  en ­
gine o f  th e  G  F Jones s ta r ted . T h e re  w as a  sh o rt p raye r fo r a 
safe voyage, d ie  ro p e s  w e re  cas t o ff , a n d  th e  b o a t m o v ed  
d o w n  d ie  M aro v o  L a g o o n  to w a rd  d ie  Bili e n tran ce  en  
ro u te  to  H o n ia ra . I t  w as  ju s t a  s im ple  p ro c e d u re  th a t  h ad  
b e en  re p e a ted  m a n y  tim es in  d ie  p ast. H o w ev e r, th is  trip  
h a d  special significance, fo r  o n  b o a rd  w ere  d u r te e n  "boys", 
s tu d en ts  o f  d ie  B atu n a  T ra in in g  S choo l, w h o  h a d  b een  
selec ted  as th e  n u c leu s  fo r  d ie  p ro p o s e d  B etikam a  M is­
s ionary  S c h o o l to  b e  se t u p  b y  th e ir  h ead m as te r, L y n d o n  
T h r if t ,  a n d  h is  w ife , G race . T h e  jo u rn ey  w as u n e v e n tfu l 
a n d , a fte r a  b reak fa s t b re a k  a t th e  R usse ll Is lan d s , th e  b o a t 
a rriv ed  a t H o n ia ra  a ro u n d  m idday , th e  day  b e fo re  C h ris t­
m as.

W h y  B e t ik a m a ?
B efo re  th e  w ar, B a tu n a  h a d  b e en  d ie  v e ry  h e a r t o f  d ie  

A d v e n tis t m iss io n  in  th e  S o lo m o n  Is lan d s. I t  w as  th e  m is ­
s ion  h e ad q u a rte rs , w id i re s id en ces  fo r  th e  s u p e r in te n d en t 
a n d  sec re ta ry -treasu re r. A lso  lo c a ted  th e re  w ere  th e  tra in ­
in g  sch o o l, ho sp ita l, p r in tin g  p re ss , saw m ill, slipw ay an d

1
Grace and Lyndon Thrift

e n g in eerin g  p lan t. A  Jap an ese  b o a t b u ild e r h a d  w o rk ed  
d ie re , a n d  an  u n fin ish e d  b o a t w as  still in  th e  s h ed  w h e n  
W W II  e n d ed . T h e  su rro u n d in g  M aro v o  L a g o o n  a rea  h ad  
p ro v id e d  a  la rge  p e rcen tag e  o f  m iss io n  teach ers , a n d  th ese  
te ach ers  h a d  ta k e n  th e  local language  to  m an y  areas, giv ing  
i t  a lm o s t d ie  status o f  an  A d v e n tis t L a tin .

B u t th e re  w e re  p ro b le m s . B atu n a  w as fa r re m o v e d  fro m  
d ie  cap ita l a n d  business cen tre , H o n ia ra . T h e  n e a re s t p o s t 
o ffice  w as som e  h o u rs  aw ay  b y  b o a t. T h e  la n d  h a d  b e en  
w o rk e d  b y  tra d itio n a l is lan d  m e th o d s , a n d  declin ing  fertil­
ity  c au sed  d ifficu ltie s  in  p ro v id in g  a n  ad eq u a te  fo o d  su pp ly  
fo r  a  sch o o l large e n o u g h  to  p ro d u c e  th e  n e ed e d  teachers. 
A lso  d ie  re liance  o n  th e  M aro v o  language  as d ie  m eans o f  
e d u ca tio n  a n d  c o m m u n ic a tio n  h a d  b eco m e  a  lim itin g  fac­
to r ,  fo r  th e  o n ly  lite ra tu re  availab le in  th a t  language  w as d ie  
N e w  T e s ta m e n t (la  K a li H ugarund), d ie  le sso n  quarte rlies  
a n d  th e  h y m n b o o k  (,B u ka  ia  H echi).

A s a re su lt th e  energetic  n e w  s u p e r in te n d en t o f  d ie  
S o lo m o n  Is lan d s  M iss ion , P a s to r  H e rb e r t  W h ite , s e t o u t to  
f in d  n e w  lo ca tio n s  fo r  b o d i  th e  m iss io n  h ead q u a rte rs  an d  
d ie  sch o o l. T h e  fo rm er w as re lo ca ted  a t K u k u rn , ju s t eas t 

o f  H o n ia ra , a n d  th e  sch o o l a t w h a t b ecam e  k n o w n  
as B etikam a, a  few  m iles fu rd ie r  east. D o u b tle ss , in  
his sea rch  h e  w as a ss is ted  by  P a s to r  N o rm a n  F erris, 
w h o  h ad  ga ined  a n  in tim a te  k n o w led g e  o f  G u ad alca ­
n a l f ro m  h is  years  o f  p re -w a r m is s io n  w o rk  in  d ia t  
area. H is  b ro d ie r , D a v id  F e rris , w as  available a t  d ie  
tim e  a n d  h e  a lso  h a d  a  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  area, ev en  
d io u g h  his w o rk  h a d  b e en  m a in ly  o n  M alaita.

T h e  S c h o o l  P r o p e r ty
T h e  la n d  p u rc h a se d  fo r  th e  sch o o l h a d  b een  

o w n e d  by  L e v e r B ro d ie rs  a n d  w as in la n d  fro m  th e ir  
c o c o n u t p la n ta tio n . I t  co v ered  1,650 acres a n d  w as 
b o u n d e d  o n  d ie  e as t b y  d ie  L u n g a  R iv e r (hence  d ie  
n am e , B etikam a, m e a n in g  B ig  W ate r in  th e  local 
d ialect). B u rn s  C reek  fo rm e d  p a r t  o f  th e  w e ste rn  
b o u n d a ry . A t  d ie  tim e  o f  th e  su rvey  d o n e  b y  d ie
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g o v e rn m e n t en g in eer, M r B urns , fo u r  p o in ts  w ere  specified 
o n  th e  b an k s  o f  th e  riv e r a n d  th e  c reek  w h e re  steel p ipes 
se t in  co n cre te  b ecam e p e rm a n e n t m ark e rs  w in ch  w e re  to  
be  jo in ed  b y  s tra ig h t lines. I t  is  u n d e rs to o d  th a t th e  c o s t  o f  
the  lan d  w as te n  shillings p e r  acre. A t th a t  tim e  th e  ex ­
change  ra te  m ad e  te n  shillings (w hich  b ecam e  th e  A u s tra ­
lian  dollar) th e  equ iva len t o f  U S§1.66.

T h e  la n d  w as  m o s tly  fla t alluvial soil, in te rsp e rse d  in  
so m e  areas b y  sh arp  gravel 
ridges. T h e  n o r th e rn  p a r t  w as 
o p e n  k u n a i g rassland , b u t  fu r­
th e r  fro m  d ie  sea d iis  gave w ay  
to  tro p ica l fo rest.

A s d ie  n e w  sch o o l site  w as 
d irecd y  across  d ie  L u n g a  R iver 
fro m  H e n d e rso n  A irfield , d ie  
scene o f  m u c h  b itte r  figh ting  
d u rin g  th e  w ar, th e re  w ere  
m a n y  rem in d e rs  o f  d ie  p a s t  in­
d ie  fo rm  o f  u n e x p lo d e d  shells, 
h a n d  g renades , bu lle ts , etc . A n d  
a fo rm e r q u a rry  o n  d ie  p ro p e rty  
h e ld  a n u m b e r o f  a rm y  tru ck s  th a t  h a d  b e en  ligh tly  covered  
w ith  gravel.

F i r s t  I m p r e s s io n s
T h e  en try  ro a d  to  d ie  sch o o l w as d iro u g h  a  gap b e ­

tw een  a co u p le  o f  hills, o p e n in g  o u t in to  a  fla t area , w h ich  
cam e in to  v iew  q u ite  sudden ly . O n  th a t  day  in  1947 d ie  
firs t v iew  o f  d ie  sch o o l site w as  n o t  su ch  as w o u ld  ch a rm  a 
n ew co m er. B atu n a  w as lo ca ted  o n  a  p ro m o n to ry , w id i d ie  
lag o o n  o n  th re e  sides: th e  n ew  sch o o l w o u ld  b e  c u t o ff  
f ro m  th e  sea a n d  its b reezes , a n d  a large a rea  o f  recen tly  
b lack en ed  k u n a i grass d id  n o th in g  to  im p ro v e  o n e ’s first 
im p re ss io n  o f  d ie  p lace. In  th e  m id s t o f  th is  s to o d  a near- 
co m p le te  re s idence , b u ilt  f ro m  o ld  a rm y  h u ts , fo r  th e  ex p a­
tria te  coup le , a n d  a q u a rte r-ac re  p a tc h  o f  sw eet p o ta to e s , 
ju s t s ta r tin g  to  ru n . "H o m e "  fo r  th e  boys w as an  a rm y  h u t 
in  th e  busli; i t  w as in  such  a  p o o r  sta te  o f  re p a ir  d ia t  th e  
freq u e n t show ers  o f  ra in  req u ired  th e  u se  o f  p a n d an u s -le a f 
um bre llas . B efo re  th e se  b oys  h a d  b e en  selected  d ie y  h a d  
b e en  w a rn e d  th a t  life w o u ld  b e  to u g h  fo r  a  w hile ; d iey  
w ere  p re p a re d  to  a ccep t d iis  a n d  ro se  m agn ificendy  to  d ie  
challenge.

T h e  F o o d  S u p p ly
O n e  th in g  th a t  h a d  b e en  lea rn ed  early  in  m issio n  ex p eri­

ence  w as d ia t a  w ell-fed  sch o o l w as likely to  b e  a  hap p y  
sch o o l, so  e stab lish ing  gard en s  w as h igh  o n  th e  p rio r ity  list.

B u t u n til  th e  c ro p s  m a tu red , fo o d  h a d  to  be  b o u g h t, and  
th e  loca l so u rces  w ere  th e  C ad io lic  sch o o l a t T e n a ru  an d  
th e  g o v e rn m e n t ex p erim en ta l fa rm  a t Uu. F o o d  w as p u r ­
ch ased  in  th is  w ay  u n til  early  M arch , w h e n  d ie re  w as a 
sh ip p in g  failure a n d  th e  im p o r tin g  o f  rice  ceased. T h e  go v ­
e rn m e n t p ro m p tly  req u is itio n ed  all r o o t  c ro p s  o n  d ie  is ­
la n d  a n d  th e  sch o o l w as le f t w ith  ju s t th re e  days supply. 
B u t b e fo re  th a t  fo o d  ra n  o u t, a  m irac le  to o k  p lace.

O n  a  h o t,  cloud less day  d ie  L u n g a  R iver s ta r ted  to  rise, 
n o t  just a  little , b u t  2 4  fee t (7m ) in  a co u p le  o f  h o u rs  as th e  
re su lt o f  a c lo u d b u rs t in  d ie  m o u n ta in s . T h e  riv e rb a n k  a t 
th e  sch o o l w as 27  fee t (8m) h igh ; h en ce  B ed k am a  escaped  
flood ing . B u t i t  w as a  d iffe ren t s to ry  a t th e  A m erican  base  
across  d ie  river. S o m e  o f  d ie ir  fo o d  sto res  w ere  flooded , 
a n d  as s o o n  as d ie  w a te r su b sid ed  an y d iin g  d ia t w as w e t —  
ev en  c a rto n s  o f  tin n e d  g o o d s— w e n t to  th e  d u m p , th e  
h a p p y  h u n tin g  g ro u n d  fo r  d ie  bo y s  a fte r w ork . S o o n  d iey  
w e re  re tu rn in g  w ith  c a r to n s  o f  b reak fa st cereals a n d  o d ie r 
good ies. H ie  c o m m an d in g  o ff ice r a t th e  A m erican  base 
h app ily  ag reed  to  o u r  tak in g  th e  tru c k  to  d ie  d u m p  to  b rin g  
b a ck  w h a t c o u ld  be  salvaged, a n d  d iis  re su lted  m  o u r  sal­
vag in g  o n e  a n d  a  h a lf  large tru ck lo ad s  o f  co rn flakes, rice 
b u b b le s , flour, sugar, yeast, ra is ins, cheese , m ilk  p o w d e r, 
co co a , etc . A n d  d id  th e  bo y s  en joy  d ie  ch an g e  to  th e  

A m erican  food! A  typical b reak ­
fa s t in c lu d ed  cerea l w ith  milk, 
to a s t a n d  cheese, fru it b u n s  an d  
h o t  d rink . T h e y  loved  it! (By th e  
tim e  d ie  firs t c ro p s  w e re  m a tu re  
e n o u g h  to  s ta r t harvesting , 
th e re  w ere  o n ly  a  co u p le  o f  
w h ee lb a rro w  loads left.) A t 
w o rsh ip  d ia t even ing  th e re  was 
a th anksg iv ing  service, a n d  th e  
h y m n  u sed  w as “C om e, Y e 
T h an k fu l P eo p le , C o m e .”  G o o d  
luck? N ever! P ro v iden tia l?  A b ­

solutely!
B u t, b ack  to  d ie  gardens. T o  en su re  a n  ad eq u a te  an d  

reg u la r su p p ly  o f  th e  stap les, sw eet p o ta to e s  a n d  tap ioca, 
fo r tn ig lid y  p lan tin g s  o f  a  q u a rte r  acre  b ecam e th e  basic 
ru le  o f  d ie  gard en  p ro g ram . T h e  sw eet p o ta to e s  n eed ed  
o n ly  o n e  w eed in g — a fo r tn ig h t a f te r  p lan tin g — fo r  th e

The government 
promptly requisitioned 

all root crops on the 
island & the school was 
left w ith just three days 

supply
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vines g rew  fast en o u g h  to  c h o k e  all w eeds  a fte r th a t. A t 
firs t th e  on ly  ag ricu ltu ra l eq u ip m e n t available, ap a r t from  
shovels , in c lu d ed  a  w eap o n s  carrie r (US a rm y  utility) a n d  a 
s ing le-fu rrow  m o u ld b o a rd  p lo u g h . U sually  th e re  w e re  tw o  
p lo u g h m e n  a n d  a  d riv e r w o rk in g  to g e th e r, a n d  i t  w as ve ry  
in te re s tin g  to  w a tch  th e  co m p e titio n  to  see w h o  c o u ld  p ro ­
du ce  d ie  s tra ig h test fu rrow . L a te r the sch o o l acqu ired  a 
sm all F o rd  tra c to r  a n d  a tw o -g an g  disc cu ltiva to r.

O th e r  c ro p s  in c lu d ed  co rn , lu ju  (a yam ), paw paw s, b a ­
n an as  a n d  a  loca l g reen  called  ngach> in  d ie  M aro v o  lan ­
guage. C o co n u ts  fo r ea tin g  cam e from  L ev ers’ p lan ta tio n , 
a n d  th o s e  fo r  p lan tin g  a lo n g  d ie  riv e rb an k  w ere  b ro u g h t 
fro m  R ennell Is lan d  fo r  th e y  w e re  a  sh o rte r varie ty  a n d  d ie  
n u ts  w e re  large.

B y  la te  M ay  1948, d ie  sch o o l h a d  a su rp lu s  o f  th e  staple 
vegetab les, fo r w h ich  th e re  w as a  ready  m ark e t in  H o n ia ra . 
A n o th e r  so u rce  o f  fo o d  w as th e  rivet, w h ich  a t th a t  tim e 
w as w ell s to ck ed , th o u g h  in  la te r years th e  su p p ly  w as d e ­
p le ted . U sually  d ire e  boys w e n t fish ing  o n  T uesdays an d  
th e y  w o u ld  stagger h o m e , heav ily  laden. S o m e  o f  th e  fish 
th e y  sp ea red  w e re  so  large th a t  w h e n  th e y  w ere  carried  o n  
sh o u ld e r p o les, d ie  tails dragged  o n  d :e  g ro u n d . Q u ite  a  lo t 
o f  "recreational"  fish ing  to o k  p lace  a t o d d  tim es d u rin g  th e  
day.

Ju d g in g  b y  d ie  c o n te n ted  a tm o sp h ere , B etikam a  w as a 
w ell-fed  schoo l.

B u ild in g s
P r io r  to  th e  a rriva l o f  th e  schoo lboys a t B etikam a, d ie  

m issio n  h a d  b o u g h t th e  bu ild ings at a n  A m erican  cam p 
ju s t eas t o f  th e  M e ta p o n o  R iver. Som e o f  d ie se  h a d  already 
b e en  m o v e d  to  th e  sch o o l site. T h e  w o rk  o f  re m o v a l w as 
m ad e  m o re  d ifficu lt b y  som e bridges h av in g  b e en  w ashed  
aw ay in  floods. C onsequen tly , i t  w as necessary  to  tra n s p o rt 
bu ild ing  m aterials a lo n g  th e  co as t o n  a  barge  b o rro w e d  
fro m  d ie  lep e r s ta tio n  a t T e te re  and  tru c k  d ie m  to  d ie  
sch o o l site. M o st o f  th e se  bu ild ings w ere Q u o n s e t h u ts . By 
d ie  e n d  o f  194S fo u r  w e re  b e in g  u sed  as d o rm ito rie s , one  
as a c la ss ro o m  a n d  a n o d ie r  to  h o u se  th e  p ress, w h ile  tw o  
rn u ie  h a d  b e en  u sed  to  b u ild  ihe  head ings le i's  house. 
O th e r  bu ild ings th a t  h a d  b e en  e rected  w ere  th e  d in in g  
ro o m  a n d  k itch en  a n d  tw o  teach ers ' houses . T w o  m arried  
c o u p le s ' ho u ses  w ere  u n d e r  co n stru c tio n .

R ela tio n sh ip s  w id i th e  A m erican  b»se w ere  ve ry  cordial; 
visits b y  th e  co m m an d in g  o fficer a n d  chap lain  w e re  h appy

occasions. O n  o n e  o f  his 
calls C ap ta in  C ollins 
enqu ired  a b o u t so m e  
co rn  fo r C h ris tm as  d in ­
n e r, a n d  700 co b s  w ere  
given. In  exchange h e  
in s t r u c te d  t h a t  th e  
schoo l b e  g iven  tw o  
m o re  Q u o n se t h u ts . 
C hap lain  N a lley  to o k  a 
real in te re s t in  th e  p ro ­
gram  a n d  m ad e  som e 
v e ry  c o m p l im e n ta r y  
rem arks w h e n  c o m p a r­
in g  B etikam a w ith  a n ­
o th e r sch o o l h e  h ad  
visited. H e  a lso  p ro v id ed  
a  little h u m o u r  w h en  
in spec ting  th e  garden ,

b y  sea rch ing  fo r p o d s  co n ta in in g  little  w h ite  balls o n  the  
tap io ca  p lan ts , n o t  k n o w in g  a b o u t th e  tubers .

A n o th e r  h e lp fu l v is ito r w as S ergean t D ew ey  E  K eene, 
o f  th e  m o to r  p o o l, w h o  n o t  o n ly  h e lp ed  keep  o u r  vehicles 
ru n n in g , b u t, as a  d iligen t ex p lo re r o f  all th e  tracks in  the  
area, a lso  sup p lied  m u c h  in fo rm a tio n  o n  th e  w hereabou ts  
o f  t im b e r a n d  o th e r  m ateria ls  u se fu l fo r  o u r  build ing  p ro ­
gram .

F ra n k  A veling , th e  m issio n  eng ineer, b ro u g h t tw o d iesel 
eng ines, a  g e n e ra to r  a n d  a saw  b e n ch  fro m  B atuna  an d  
in s ta lled  th e m  fo r  u s . T ins  m ad e  th e  sch o o l self-suffic ient 
in  tim b e r, u s in g  logs b ro u g h t in  o n  a  co n v e r te d  to rp ed o  
trailer.

M u ch  o f  d ie  m ateria ls  n e ed e d  d u rin g  d ie  firs t year a t 
B etikam a cam e fro m  w lia t h a d  b e en  le ft a f te r  th e  w ir . T h e  
th ir ty  ga llons  o f  fu e l b o u g h t a t  th e  b eg in n in g  seem ed to  be 
like th e  w id o w 's  c ru se  o f  oil, fo r  n o  fu rd ie r  pu rchases  w ere  
req u ired . I n  fact, b y  year’s e n d  w e h a d  a  s to ck  o f  over 100 
barre ls . A  system  o f  sm all rew ards  fo r  fin d in g  fuel an d  
o th e r  essen tia ls en co u rag ed  search ing  b y  d ie  boys. L i th is  
w ay  K itu ru  e a rn ed  e n o u g h  to  b u y  a sew ing m ach ine  an d  
set h im se lf  u p  as a  m a k e r o f  sh o rts . U n u se d  cam ouflage 
n e ttin g  a n d  rolls o f  b a rb e d  w ire  fo u n d  in  th e  jungle p ro ­
v id e d  th e  necessities  fo r  fencing . F en ce  p o s ts  w ere c u t 
f ro m  le ru  trees. W h en  so m e  o f  th e se  to o k  ro o t  they did 
n o t  n e ed  rep lac in g  fo r  qu ite  so m e  tim e.

T h e  re su lt w as th a t B etikam a w as s ta r ted  a t m in im um  
c o s t  to  th e  m ission . I t  is u n d e rs to o d  th a t  th e  ou tlay  d u ring  
th e  firs t th ir te e n  m o n th s  w as A /S 5 0 ,  exclud ing  b o th  n a ­
tio n a l a n d  expatria te  w ages.

T h e  S c h o o l  P r o g ra m
B efo re  tra n sfe rrin g  fro m  B atuna, d ie  boys h a d  agreed  

th a t d u rin g  d ie  se tting  u p  p e rio d  d ie y  w o u ld  b e  engaged  in  
fu ll-tim e w o rk  u n til  adequa te  h o u s in g  h a d  b e en  built. T h ey  
w illingly h o n o u re d  d iis  co m m itm en t. C lasses w ere  p hased  
in  gradually , firsd y  occupy ing  th e  even ings, th e n  h a lf  o f  the  
m o rn in g , a n d  finally  h a lf  o f  d ie  day. T h e  curricu lum  w as 
like th a t  o f  m o s t m ission  sch o o ls  a t th e  tim e , w ith  special 
em p h asis  o n  B ible a n d  E ng lish . W hile  th e  h ead m as te r h ad  
a  fa ir g rasp  o f  M aro v o , h e  in s is ted  th a t  th e  s tuden ts  speak  
to  h im  in  E n g lish  in  n o rm a l c ircum stances  in  th e  h o p e  th a t  
tin s  w o u ld  im p ro v e  th e ir  sp o k en  E n g lish  a n d  facilitate 
th e ir  access to  litera tu re .

S o o n  a f te r  th e  firs t g ro u p  a rriv ed  th re e  m o re  students 
cam e fro m  K o p iu  schoo l. S o o n  o th e rs  jo in ed  a n d  by M ay 
1948 sixty-five w ere  en ro lled , a n u m b e r th a t  w as co n stan t 
to  d ie  e n d  o f  th e  year. L iligeto  a n d  L ae jam a cam e as teach ­
ers an d  L ikera  cared  fo r  d ie  p ress.

A s th e  n u m b ers  in c rea sed  a n d  d ie  d iffe ren t is land  
g roups re p re sen te d  likew ise  in c reased , an  ex p erim en t in  
d em o c racy  w as dev ised . A n  e lec tio n  w as h e ld  to  g rin  ap ­
p ro p r ia te  rep re sen ta tio n  f ro m  each  g ro u p  a n d  d iis  becam e 
th e  "Legislative A ssem bly", ch arged  w id i d ie  ta sk  o f  fo r­
m u la tin g  d ie  ru les th a t  w o u ld  g o v e rn  th e  schoo l. Liligeto 
w as ch a irm an , a n d  i t  w as in te re s tin g  th a t  d ie  code  o f  laws 
s ta r ted  w ith  "Law s 1 -10: See E x o d u s  20 ." W h en  the laws 
w ere  ap p ro v e d  a n d  accep ted  a n  "E x ecu tiv e  C ouncil" w as 
elected . U n d e r  V ave 's  ch a irm an sh ip , i t  su p erv ised  the ro u ­
tine  o f  sch o o l a n d  w o rk  life, w ith  p o w e r to  im p o se  lim ited 
"h a rd  lab o u r"  i f  necessary . W ith  d ie  sch o o l o rgan ised  th u s , 
th e  teachers  w ere  free  to  give m o re  tim e  to  th e ir  resl w o rk  
a n d  a sense o f  resp o n sib ility  d ev e lo p ed  a m o n g  d ie  
s tu d en ts . I t  h as  b e en  re p o r te d  th a t  tliis  system  co n tinued

Elisha Gorapava
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40 years on. Pastor Joshua Lapo leads the way followed by

to  fu n c tio n  effectively  in  th e  ab sen ce  o f  expatria te  lead er­
ship.

I t  m ay  b e  a sk ed  h o w  B etikam a fitted  in to  the  over-all 
edu ca tio n a l p ro g ram  o f  th e  S o lo m o n  Is lands. I f  su ch  a 
p ro g ram  existed , th o s e  th a t w o rk e d  a t B etikam a h a d  n o t 
h e a rd  o f  it. T o  th e  b e s t  o f  th e ir  know ledge  all ed u ca tio n  a t 
th a t tim e  w as in  th e  h an d s  o f  th e  various m issions, each  o f  
w h ich  ch o se  its  o w n  ob jectives an d  p ro g ram s. I t  w as a 
sim ilar s itu a tio n  w ith  d ie  p la n n in g  a n d  co n s tru c tio n  o f  th e  
schoo l. H ie  m issio n  m ad e  its o w n  d ecisions  a n d  d id  the  
b e s t i t  c o u ld  w ith  w h a t w as available. G u id an ce  a n d  regu la­
tio n  d id  n o t  exist. T h e re  w as so  little  g o v e rn m e n t superv i­
s io n  th a t ev en  in  su ch  a  basic  m a tte r  as d ie  licensing  o f  
veh icle  d rivers , c o n tro l w as n o t  in s titu te d  u n til  w e ll in to  
1948.

I t  w o u ld  b e  sad  i f  th e  re c o rd in g  o f  B etikam a 's  first year 
d id  n o t  in c lu d e  a  tr ib u te  to  d ia t f irs t class. I t  w as due to  
th e ir  w illingness, energy, fa ith fu lness a n d  sheer h a rd  w o rk  
th a t so  m u c h  w as acco m p lish ed  in  su ch  a s h o r t  tim e. A n d  
w h e n  th e y  to o k  u p  p o s itio n s  in  G o d 's  w o rk  th e y  w e re  still 
fa ith fu l, p ro v id in g  a  ve ry  s ign ifican t p e rcen tag e  o f  p o s t-w a r 
leadersh ip  fo r  d ie  m ission .

T h e  C h u rc h
S o o n  a fte r th e  sch o o l s ta rted  a c h u rc h  w as o rgan ised  

a n d  d ie  ap p ro p ria te  offices filled. B efo re  lo n g  d io u g h ts  
tu rn e d  to w a rd  th e  n e e d  fo r  a  ch u rc h  bu ild ing . T h e  s tuden ts  
d id  n o t  have  m o n e y  b u t  th ey  h a d  energy, a n d  L ev e r B ro d i- 
ers p la n ta d o n  w as n o t  b e in g  w orked . S o o n  arran g em en ts  
w ere  m ad e  fo r  th e  co llection  o f  co co n u ts  in  a fte r-sch o o l 
h o u rs ; c o p ra  w as m ad e  a n d  th e  p ro ceed s  w ere  d iv ided  
equally  b e tw een  L evers , th e  ch u rc h  b u ild in g  fu n d , a n d  th e  
s tu d en ts  w h o  d id  th e  w o rk . T h e  d ry ing  w as  d o n e  by  boys 
o n  o n e -lio u r  sh ifts  th ro u g h  th e  n igh t, a n d  b y  th e  e n d  o f  
th e  year th e  fu n d  s to o d  a t / 3 0 0  n o  sm all a m o u n t fo r  th o se  
days.

T h e  A f te rm a th
A t th e  fo r tie th  an n iv e rsa ry  celeb rations  in  1988 th e re  

w as a  m a rc h  p a s t  o f  cu rre n t a n d  fo rm er s tu d en ts . F ifteen  
h u n d re d  m archers  p a rtic ip a ted , in c lu d in g  so m e  fro m  th e  
firs t class in  1948. I t  w as a  p ro u d  m o m e n t fo r  th e  schoo l, 
to  hav e  so  m an y  o f  its a lu m n i re tu rn  fo r  d ie  reu n io n . 
A m o n g  th e  m arch ers  w e re  m e n  w h o  h a d  b e en  m issio n  
p res id en ts  a n d  secretaries, m in is te rs  a n d  teach ers , trad e s­
m en , b u s in essm en  a n d  po litic ians, in c lu d in g  som e g o v e rn ­
m e n t m in is te rs . O n e  e x -s tu d en t w as la te r to  b eco m e  a  d e ­

Pr Wilfred Bili & Pr Nathan Rore.

p a rtm e n ta l secretary  a t 
d ie  S o u th  P acific  D iv i­
sion .
A s I  w a tch e d  th a t  m a rch  
I  co u ld  n o t  h e lp  b u t 
th in k  o f  w h a t th e se  p e o ­
p le  h a d  c o n tr ib u te d  to  
G o d 's  w o rk , th ro u g h  the  
sp read in g  o f  th e  gospel, 
n o t  o n ly  in  th e  S o lo m o n  
Is lands, b u t  a lso  in  o d ie r  
lan d s , p a rd cu la rly  P N G . 
O n ly  in  th e  B e tte r  L an d  
w ill w e  k n o w  d ie  fu ll 
s to ry  o f  all th e  g o o d  
acco m p lish ed  b y  th a t 
litd e  g ro u p  d ia t s ta rted  
p io n e e rin g  a t B etikam a 
o n  C hris tm as E v e  1947,

a n d  b y  th o s e  th a t  h av e  fo llo w ed  on .

T h e  B e t ik a m a  " P io n e e r s " .
M em bers o f  d ie  in itia l g ro u p  w h o  s ta r ted  d ie  sch o o l in

194S— fro m  B atu n a  &  o th e r  p laces su ch  as K o p iu , G u a ­
dalcanal. (P rep ared  in  Jan u a ry , 2003 b y  N a th a n  R ore).
1. V avepitu . Teacher, m issionary to  N ew  Guinea, preceptor, 

assistant mission director. Ordained; retired at Kolombangara.
2. Isa ac  M oveni. Teacher, district director, departmental direc­

tor, ordained, retired a t Dovele.
3. Solom on. D ied soon after returning to  his village at Viru.
4. J io n i P oa . Teacher at Rennell, Bellona and Malaita. "Very 

good and faithful teacher." Ordained? Retired at Ughele, Ren- 
dova.

5. N a th an e e l. Teacher, district director. Rem embered for his 
faithfulness in  visiting, travelling by canoe without outboard. 
D ied before retirement.

6. J aco b  M akato . Chief o f  village o f  Jella, no rth  N ew  Georgia. 
N oted  for leadership in  village development, w ith very large 
Adventist church. Faithful layman.

7. J aco b  M aeke. Carpenter. W orked at Jones Missionary Col­
lege and Kukudu. Faithful m em ber; retired at Dovele.

9. K itu ru  G hom u. Teacher in  bo th  Solomons and N ew  Guinea. 
Assistant U nion Education D irector, making an outstanding 
contribution to  Adventist education. Ordained. N ow  retired at 
Sobiro, Gatokae Island.

10-Savakana. Passed to  his re s t before entering the w ork o f  the 
church.

11. B en  M ia . Passed to  his re s t before entering the work o f  the 
church.

12. L asi. D id no t enter church  employ.
13. E lish a  G orapava. Teacher, ordained, Assistant U nion E du­

cation D irector, Mission president. U nion Ministerial director, 
m ember o f  division com m ittee. Powerful preacher. Passed to  
his rest in  1981. (From  K op iu  Guadalcanal;

14. T h u g ea . Mission cashier, then to  CSUM office. Trained as 
minister, ordained,

15. W ilfred B ili. president o f  Bougainville mission, ministerial 
teacher at Sonoma, m ission president again, Stewardship D i­
rector, South Pacific Division. Retired o n  Guadalcanal. (From  
Kopiu)

16. N a th a n  R ore. Teacher, school principal, ordained, assistant 
education director, assistant president m  N ew  Guinea mis­
sions, president o f  3 missions m  Solomon islands, m ember o f 
Division executive com m ittee. Retired at Betikama.

17. S aronga. Teacher in  prim ary schools— Malaita and Eastern 
Solomons. Retired on  Guadalcanal. (From Kopiu)

1 S .T hom as G reen. W hole life service in  treasury work. Eastern 
Solomons Mission. Retired and passed away. □



22

A National Expatriate Reflects 
on T eaching Primary School in Samoa

-some success in spite of difficulties

Teina Taivairanga

Telna Talvalranga. BEd 
Pacific Adventist College, »as 
bom on Rarotonga In the Cook 
Islands on 3  Sep l935. He went 
to agowrnment primary school 

there and later to Papaaroa 
Training School a t Tltlkaveka.

H e graduated from Fulton 
Missionary College with a P ri­

mary Teachers Diploma In ¡957. 
and later In 1974 with a Secon­

dary- Teachers Diploma. He 
obtained his BE d from PAC In 

1984.
On the 2 6  N o\' 1958 he married 

Tuakana TurJa o f  A ltu ta k l in  
Tokoroa. N Z. Their first ap­

pointment was to the Adventist 
Central School a t Labvaea.. Apia 

In 1959. T h o  years later they 
transferred to the Satala School 

In Pago Pag> where Telna 
served as the headmaster for 3 

years. Four years were then spent 
at the Gilbert and Ellice Islands 
Missionary School on Abe mam a 
m  Kiribati. From 1968 -  1974 
Telna taught, and also sened as 
deputy principal a t Fulton. He 

sened 5  years as deputy principal 
at Papaaroa. 2years as principal 
at Te Kaaroa School on Altutakl 

C.I. and back a t Papaaroa as 
principal for the next 2  years. 

A fter  h i t  study a t  P A C  he spent 6  
more years a t Papaaroa. From  
1993 to 1995 Telna pastored 

churches on Rarotonga as well as 
sen lng as Education Director for 

the C l Mission.
S ix  children were born Into the 

Talvalranga family: —John 
(deceased). Da\1d. Edward.

Adeline. Peter. & 
Marcella.

The Talvalrangas nmv live at 
Papaaroa on Rarotonga

IT  WAS IX th e  fab u lo u s  a n d  b eau tifu l 
C o o k  Is lan d s  th a t  m y  a n ce s tra l an d  

C h ris tian  ro o ts  flo u rish ed . I n  th is  p lace  I 
m u s t b eg in  m y re fle c tio n s .1

M y  f irs t c o n ta c t w ith  C h ris tian  e d u ca tio n  
to o k  p lace  in  1951 w h e n  I  e n ro lle d  as a 
s tu d e n t in  w h a t w as  th e n  k n o w n  as th e  
C o o k  Islands S ev en th -d ay  A d v e n tis t  T ra in ­
in g  S c h o o l s.t P a p a a ro a  o n  R aro to n g a . T h is  
w as  a  b o a rd in g  sch o o l c rad led  in  193S u n ­
d e r  llie  adiTiinisU alivn o f  P a s lo r  A illiu r
J a c o b s o n . L o ca ted  c lo se  to  a w h ite , san d y  
b each  a n d  lag o o n  o f  n a tu ra l b eau ty ; an d  
w ith  m o re  th a n  o n e  h u n d re d  hec tares  o f  
fe rtile  la n d  su itab le  fo r  cu ltiv a tio n , i t  o f ­
fe red  th e  ideal s e ttin g  fo r  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  a 
b o a rd in g  schoo l. T h e  sch o o l e n ro lle d  b o th  
m a rr ied  an d  single s tu d en ts  f ro m  R a ro ­
to n g a  a n d  fro m  d ie  o th e r  in h a b ite d  is lands 
in  d ie  C o o k  Is lan d s .2

I  h a d  n o  in te n tio n  o f  b e in g  a  p a r t  o f  
th is  C h ris tian  e n v iro n m e n t o r  e v en  b e c o m ­
in g  a c o m m itted  S ev en th -d ay  A d v e n tis t . M y 
o n ly  p u rp o se  o f  b eco m in g  in v o lv e d  in  a 
s c h o o l o f  this n a tu re  w as ju s t to  sa tisfy  m y  
m o th e r 's  w ish. H e r  d esire  w as to  m ak e  a 
m in is te r  o u t o f  a b ru te  k n o w n  to  th e  fam ily  
fo lks in  th e  village as b e in g  g o o d  fo r  n o th ­
in g  a n d  n o t  w o r th  an y th in g . B ein g  th e  f irs t 
b o rn  o f  a  fam ily o f  th re e  b o y s , I  seem ed  to  
receive  m o re  a tte n tio n  d ia n  m y  b ro d ie rs  

d id . T h is  early  ex p eri­
en ce  ta u g h t m e  th a t  in  
fam ily  o r  sch o o l, th e  
p ra c tic e  o f  p re fe re n tia l 
t re a tm e n t o f  a n  in d iv id ­
u a l d e stro y s  fam ily  to ­
g e th e rn e ss  a n d  sh o u ld  
n o t  b e  to le ra ted .
I  e n te re d  th e  s c h o o l a t 
d ie  tim e  w h e n  P a s to r  
J o h n  Cexm k,-' a n  A u s ­
tra lian  m issio n ary , w as 
a t th e  h e lm . A ssis tin g  
h im  w ere  tw o  o d ie rs , 
H e n ry  M o ala  a n d  P e te r  
M a n u 4 f r o m  t h e  
F r ie n d ly  I s la n d s  o f  
T o n g a . T h e re  w e re  a lso  
tw o  C o o k  Is la n d  locals  
s u p p o rtin g  d ie  te a ch in g

„  .. m in is try , P a s to r  Jo sep h
John Cermk "  J r

Henry Moala from Tonga

V a ti s n d  N g a ta m a  M are ta  R ia  as w e ll a 
o d ie rs  w h o  w e re  in v o lv e d  in  th e  sclioc 
p ro g ra m  o n e  w ay  o r  an o th e r .

I t  w as H e n ry  M o ala ’s C h ris tia n  in f lu en c  
in  d ie  c la ss ro o m  a n d  su p e rb  te a c h in g  styl 
th a t  he lped  in  co n so lid a tin g  m y  d esire  t  
b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  in  th e  te a ch e r  tra in m  
p ro g ra m  a t  F u lto n  M iss io n a ry  C o llege  i 
F iji. I n  J a n u a ry  o f  1954, a fte r s p en d in  
th re e  years o f  a cad em ic  g ro o m in g  a t d i 
P a p a a ro r  sch o o l, I  le f t  fo r  F u lto n . I  ha  
o n ly  one am b itio n , a n d  th a t  w as  to  b e  
te a ch e r, let a lo n e  th in k in g  a b o u t b e co m in  
in v o lv e d  in  th e  w o rk  o f  d ie  c h u rc h , o r  f u  
filling  m y m o d ie r 's  desire  o f  m y  b e co m in  
a  m in ister.

Daphne Halliday (Chapman)
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I  sp en t fo u r  years a t th e  College. T h e  la st tw o  o f  these  

w ere  sp en t in  learn ing  d ie  skills in  d ie  a rt o f  teach ing . I  pay  
re sp ec t to  a n  A ustra lian  m issionary , D a p h n e  C h ap m an 5 
b e tte r k n o w n  to d ay  as M rs D o n  Halliday. H e r  o u ts tan d in g  
d ev o tio n  an d  d ed ication  in  d ie  skills o f  te ach in g  teachers 
to  teach  p ro fo u n d ly  assisted  in  m aking  m e  to  be  w h a t I 
have b een  as a teacher. T h is does n o t  in  any  w ay u n d e r­
estim ate  d ie  heaps o f  spiritual, academ ic an d  m o ra l su p ­
p o r t  received  fro m  all m y  o d ie r  expatria te  C hristian  friends 
w ith  w h o m  I  h av e  ru b b e d  shou lders  in  m y  o v er th ir ty  years 
o f  service fo r  th e  ch u rch  in  the  Pacific.

L a lo v a e a  S D A  S c h o o l - W e s te rn  S a m o a  1959 - 1961
T h e  indelib le  m issionary  in fluence  a n d  im pact, from  

P ap aaro a  S ch o o l an d  F u lto n  
C ollege in flu en ced  m e  to  
take m y  first teach ing  a p ­
p o in tm e n t  to  L a lo v aea  
sch o o l in  Sam oa. A ld io u g h  
I  w as m ak ing  b ig  m oney  
w ork in g  in  a fac to ry  in  
A uck land , N e w  Z ealand , I  
d id  n o t  hesita te  to  accep t 
th e  call. I  con sid e red  it  a 
privilege a n d  h o n o u r  to  be  
called to  serve in  th e  teach ­
in g  m in istry  o f  d ie  chu rch . I 
h ad  n o t  an tic ipated  th a t  m y 
life w o u ld  b e  m o v in g  in  this 
d irec tion .6
I  w as o n  th e  verge o f  get­
ting  in to  a m arriage co n trac t 
w ith  a fine  y o u n g  C ook  

Teina outside a Lalovaea Is la n d  lady. She w as a
School fa le  in 1959 qualified  teacher, an d  in ­

v o lv ed  w ith  d ie  ru n n in g  o f  d ie  ch ild ren 's  S ab b a th  School 
classes a t  P o n so n b y  ch u rch  in  A uckland . Since o u r  m ar­
riage in  195S, m y  w ife, a dynam ic w o m an , lias always 
p layed  a su p p o rtin g  ro le  as e id ie r a full tim e  o r re lief 
teach e r in  all o f  d ie  schoo ls  w h e re  w e have  served.

A rriv ing  a t Lalovaea S choo l in  1959, I  ta u g h t u n d e r  d ie  
D av id  H ay  in tensive  B ib le-based  educa tion  system ." H e  
w as a n o th e r m issionary  teach er o f  N e w  Z ea land  u p b rin g ­
ing, w h o se  system atic p eo p le -o rien ta ted  adm in istra tive  
style focused  o n  re la tionsh ips ra th e r  th a n  ju st o n  seeing a 
job  done . I t  w as n o t on ly  a privilege b u t a b lessing  to  be  
in v o lv ed  in  a schoo l o f  th is  k in d  w here  teachers an d  s tu ­
d en ts  w o rk ed  to g e th e r tran sfo rm in g  every  c lassroom  activ­
ity  in to  a hive o f  m ean ingfu l learning.

F ro m  m y p e rso n a l observation , I  w as m erged  in to  a 
m ission -generated  schoo l, ta rge ting  a very  s tro n g  w itness­
in g  p ro g ram  as w ell as p lacing  em phasis  o n  academ ic ex­
cellence. T h e  success o f  g ro w th  in  b o d i th e  sp iritual to n e  
an d  d ie  academ ic quality  w id iin  d ie  sch o o l system  in  gen ­
eral, cam e a b o u t as a re su lt o f  d ie  u n reserv ed  c o m m itm en t 
an d  d ed ication  o f  th e  teaclie rs .s T h en , d ie re  w as a lso  the  
dynam ic o f  th e  positive  p a ren t - teach e r re la tionsh ips, an 
im p o r tan t e lem en t in  d ie  p rocess o f  learning.

T h e  regu lar H o m e  an d  S choo l m eetings u n d e r th e  p res i­
dency  o f  Sauni K u re sa  d rew  m an y  pa ren ts , families and  
friends to g e th e r fo r  valuable re flections o n  d ie  schoo l p ro ­
gram s, an d  th e  p e rfo rm an ces  o f  teachers a n d  s tuden ts . A s 
a re su lt o f  th e se  well a tten d ed  friendly  in te rac tio n s, the  
p a ren t-te ach e r re la tionsh ip  g rew  stronger co n trib u tin g  to

liga Sauni Kuresa beside the playground equipment 
bought by the Home & School Association

th e  success o f  d ie  schoo l. Sauni K uresa  w as a n  o u ts tan d in g  
C hristian  m usician , co m p o se r o f  th e  S am oan  na tiona l an ­
them , an d  a p ro m in en t o rgan is t an d  p ian is t n o t  on ly  in  his 
ch u rch  in  A pia, b u t also  in  d ie  c o m m u n ity  a t large. T h e  
H o m e  an d  S ch o o l fu n c tio n s  w ere  co n tin u o u sly  benefited  
b y  th e  JM V  B rass B and, o n e  o f  th e  fo u r  b rass b an d s  he 
w as m anag ing  o n  U p o lu  a n d  Savai'i a t th e  tim e.

T his m usical activ ity  becam e a v ita l p a rt o f  th e  schoo l 
an d  ch u rch  life. I  believe th a t  th e  use  o f  in s tru m en ta l and  
v o ca l m usic  in  th e  sch o o l an d  th e  ch u rch , h e lp ed  in  en ­
han cin g  d ie  p resen ce  o f  A d v en tism  in  d ie  com m unity . In  
ad d itio n  to  th e  use  o f  b rass in s tru m en ts  th e re  w ere  also th e  
m o rn in g  d evo tions  an d  Bible periods w h en  singing gospel 
songs en riched  d ie  sp iritual learn ing  p rocess. G o o d  quality 
sacred  m usic  tran sfo rm s lives an d  sh o u ld  b e  en cou raged  in  
every S evendi-day  A d v en tis t schoo l, as it  instigates a vi­
b ra n t a tm o sp h ere  encou rag ing  fa id i in  a system  o f  divine 
origin.

In  th e  m inds  o f  d ie  m ajority  o f  th e  p a ren ts  w h o  su p ­
p o rte d  th e  schoo l, E n g lish  w as th e  m o s t im p o r tan t subject. 
T hey  con sid e red  d ia t  success w ith  E n g lish  w o u ld  resu lt in  
b e tte r em p lo y m en t an d  an  im p ro v ed  eco n o m ic  situation . 
T h ere fo re , d ie  teach ing  o f  E n g lish  as a seco n d  language 
becam e fu n d am en ta l in  th e  p rocess  o f  learning. T h e  use  o f  
o ra l E ng lish  sa tu rated  th e  p rim ary  sec tion  o f  d ie  school, 
an d  w as co n so lid a ted  a t th e  h ig h  sch o o l level. W e u sed  the  
T a te  O ra l E n g lish  Series as I  believed th a t oral exp ression  
sh o u ld  p reced e  w ritten  language

T h e  S am oan  com m unity , co m p ris in g  b o d i A dven tists  
an d  n o n -A d v en tis ts , w ere  extrem ely  in te re s ted  in  d ie  ed u ­
cation  o f  th e ir  ch ildren . T hey  w o u ld  d o  anyd iing  to  ensure  
th a t th e ir  ch ild ren  received  d ie  b e s t fro m  d ie  b e s t o f  th e  
m any  schools  in  d ie  com m unity . T h ey  w ere  p re p a re d  to

Teina with the head prefects, 1960: Ativale Mulitalo & Oa Oa



Some of the female teaching staff in 1961: Irae Neru, Mina 
Amosa (Cook Islands), Pele Potoi, Ruby Rea. Isa Solofa, 

Violosolo Saena & Sepuita Saluni (office).

in v est every  available resou rce  o f  th e ir  tim e, energy and  
savings to  p ro v id e  th e ir  ch ild ren  w ith  g o o d  ed uca tion  in  
sp ite  o f  d ie  expensive costs invo lved  in  te rm s o f  schoo l 
fees a n d  o th e r  item s. C onsequen tiy , L alovaea A dven tis t 
School, becam e th e ir  favourite  cen tre  o f  learning.

I  w as responsib le  fo r  a class o f  ab o u t sixty pupils in 
F o rm  1 (the  7 tli year). A n o th e r  teach e r h ad  an  add itional 
F o rm  1 o f  equal si2e. T h is h ig h  s tu d en t-teach er ra tio  ex­
is ted  th ro u g h o u t th e  w h o le  sch o o l causing  p ro b lem s for 
th e  m en ta l capabilities o f  h u m a n  w eaklings.9 B ut, I  liked 
th e  challenge o f  te ach in g  b ig  classes, desp ite  th e  p rob lem s 
o f  insuffic ien t tim e  fo r  ind iv idua l he lp  fo r  studen ts. This 
difficulty  can  b e  red u ced  th ro u g h  adequate  p rep a ra tio n  and 
g o o d  o rgan iza tio n  o n  th e  p a rt o f  th e  teacher.

In  add ition  to  a very  s tro n g  academ ic p ro g ram , evangel­
ism  becam e to p  prio rity . A b o u t h a lf  th e  s tu d en ts  cam e 
fro m  a n o n -A d v en tis t b ackg round . I t  w as th is  p a tte rn  th a t 
se t th e  p ace  fo r  m e, n o t  on ly  to  deal w ith  th e  th ree  "R 's" in  
th e  p rocess  o f  learn ing , b u t also  to  he lp  as m an y  studen ts  
as possib le  to  accep t C hris t as th e ir  p e rso n a l Saviour. T he  
B ible becam e m y  key tex tbook .

B eside th e  n o rm a l B ible class p e rio d s , P a s to r  T av ita  
N iu ,10 a s talw art o f  C hristian  educa tion , ra n  a w eekly  spe­
cial class fo r  th o se  stu d en ts  in te res ted  in  study ing  th e  
W o rd  o f  G od . H e  w as good , strict, yet k in d  an d  friendly. 
T h ese  B ible classes resu lted  in  m an y  bap tism s. T ins gave 
m e  a sense o f  joy  an d  satisfaction. P raise  an d  h o n o u r  can 
b e  g iven to  G o d  a lone fo r  lives su rren d ered  to  H im . I  am  
co nv inced  th a t th e  teach ing  o f  th e  B ible shou ld  always take 
firs t p rio rity  in  all o f  o u r  schoo ls. E llen  G  W h ite  identifies 
th is  need . “T o  res to re  in  m an  th e  im age o f  his M aker, to  
b rin g  h im  b ack  to  th e  p e rfec tio n  in  w h ich  he  w as created, 
to  p ro m o te  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  b o dy , m in d  an d  soul, th a t 
th e  d iv ine p u rp o se  in  h is  c reation  m igh t be  realised  - tins 
w as to  be  th e  w o rk  o f  redem ption . T ins is th e  o b jec t o f  
educa tion , d ie  g rea t ob jec t o f  life.”  11

A b o u t tw en ty  years a fte r m y  te ach in g  years in  Sam oa, I 
s to o d  in  a queue fo r  lu n ch  d u rin g  th e  1980 A ustra lasian  
D iv is io n  Y o u th  C ongress at H askell P ark , A rd m o re  in 
N e w  Z ealand. T h e  congress invo lved  y o u n g  p eop le  from  
N e w  Z ealand , A ustra lia  a n d  th e  Pacific  T riangle o f  Po lyne­
sia, M elanesia an d  M icronesia. Som eone  n u d g ed  m e  from  
b eh in d , a n d  b e in g  curious, I  tu rn e d  to  see. H e  w as well 
g room ed , slighdy ta ller th a n  I  w as  a n d  p ro b ab ly  in  h is  early 
th irties.

"D o  y o u  rem em b er m e  ?" h e  asked. T h e re  w as n o

d o u b t w h a tso ev er in  his m in d  w h o  I  w as  ev en  th o u g h  tim e 
a n d  tides h ad  silen tly  tran sfo rm ed  m y  h u m a n  fram e  in to  
u n w an ted  ageing, a n d  m o re  th a n  d oub le  th e  size. A  m o ­
m e n t o f  silence lap sed , as I  tr ied  to  p e e r  in to  th e  vo ice  and  
th e  face b eh in d  th e  q u estion . " I 'm  sorry," I  said. " I  d o n 't 
rem em b er you."

“ I  am  Tasi. Y o u  rem em ber, I  u sed  to  sit in  y o u r Bible 
class a t Lalovaea School. I  can  still rem em b er the  singing 
tim e, the  m o rn in g  devo tions  a n d  th e  B ible s to n es  o f  O ld  
T e s ta m en t tim es."

H o w  clean, accu ra te  an d  co n fid en t th e  verba l rem in is­
cen ce  h it  m e. G ra sp in g  lus h a n d  I  said, “Tasi, yes, I  re ­
m em ber. I t 's  n ice  m ee ting  y o u  a fte r all th ese  years, e sp e ­
cially a t a gathering o f  this kind. I  can  still see y o u  occupy­
in g  d ie  f ro n t sea t, quiet, yet eager to  learn . H o w  com e? 
W h at happened?  M

Briefly, d ie  s to ry  w e n t like this:
O v e r th e  years h e  h ad  b een  search ing  fo r  g rea te r u n d e r­

stand ing  o f  th e  W o rd . H av ing  b e en  b ro u g h t u p  o f  L o n d o n  
M issionary  S ociety  pa ren ts , h e  fe lt he  h ad  to  lo o k  fu rth er 
fo r  d eep er know ledge  o f  d ie  Bible. O ften , re flections o f  
h is  days a t th e  A d v e n tis t s ch o o l a t L alovaea especially the  
w o rsh ip  an d  B ib le  tim es k e p t h au n tin g  h im . F u rth erm o re , 
h e  de te rm ined  to  find  o u t m o re  a b o u t th e  ch u rch  b eh ind  
th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  such  a fine C hris tian  sch o o l h e  h ad  a t­
tended . A fte r lus m arriage , he  m o v ed  to  N e w  Z ealand  w idi 
h is  fam ily a n d  se ttled  in  P o rirua . T h e re  he accep ted  an 
in v ita tio n  to  a tte n d  a n  evangelistic m ee ting  fo r  th e  Sam oan 
co m m u n ity  co n d u c ted  b y  P a s to r R angoso  T upa 'i. H is 
search  fo r  d ie  t r u th  to o k  h im  in to  d ie  b ap tism al fo n t 
w h e re  he  m ade  lu s  final decision  to  fo llow  his L ord . A t the  
tim e  o f  o u r m e e tin g  du ring  th e  C ongress, T asi h ad  been  
o rd a in ed  as a d eac o n  an d  w as d o in g  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  
ch u rch  w ith  h is  fam ily. W isd o m  expresses it  gen tly  this 
w ay, "C ast y o u r b re a d  u p o n  th e  w aters, fo r  a fte r m any  days 
y o u  w ill find  it  again .” 12

G o d  certain ly  w o rk s  in  m ysterious w ays H is  w o n d e rs  to  
p e rfo rm . H e  a lo n e  know s just h o w  m an y  o f  th e  boys and  
girls like Tasi, w lio  also  w en t th ro u g h  m y  classes, have 
given d ie ir  lives t o  H im . T h is is d ie  m o s t beau tifu l d iing  
th a t  can  h a p p en  in  any sch o o l ru n  by  d ie  chu rch . I t  is n o t 
on ly  rew ard ing , b u t  ex trem ely  satisfying.

M y teach in g  m in is try  a t Lalovaea Schoo l te rm in a ted  
p rem atu re ly  as I  w as asked  to  fill a n eed  in  th e  Satala 
sch o o l in  A m erican  Sam oa. I t  w as a d ifficu lt decision  for 
m e  to  m ake as I  w as  th o ro u g h ly  en joy ing  th e  w o rk  I  was 
do in g  in  te rm s o f  th e  c lose  friend ly  re la tio n sh ip  developed  
be tw een  m e an d  m y  class, especially in  B ible study. B u t I  
realised  th a t  G o d 's  w o rk  m u s t m o v e  on . H e  know s w h a t is 
b e s t in  any c ircum stance . So, I  tran sfe rred  to  P ag o  P ag o  in  
A m erican  Sam oa.

T h e  S tr e n g th  i n  th e  E d u c a t io n  S y s te m
A  sum m ary  o f  m y  re flec tions  taken  fro m  m y  teach ing  

experience  a t L a lovaea  school:
1. I t  is im p o r tan t t o  m a in ta in  s tro n g  C h ris tian  overtones  in  

all aspects  o f  learn ing , in teg ra ting  b iblical p rincip les in 
all sub jec t areas. I  believe th a t  th is  is still d ie  b e s t w ay  to  
challenge th e  hum anistic , self-cen tred  ed uca tion  
schem es o f  th e  w orld . T h is B ib le-based  ed u ca tio n  e n ­
courages an  a tm o sp h ere  o f  love  an d  un d ers tan d in g  
am o n g  s tu d en ts  an d  teachers.

2. T h e re  a re  advan tages  in  develop ing  g o o d  rela tionsh ips
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b e tw ee n  th e  teachers, p a re n ts  a n d  s tu d en ts . A s a  resu lt, 
th e  sp iritu a l to n e  and  th e  academ ic  qua lity  w ill b eco m e  
b e tte r, e n h an c e  an  in c rease  in  th e  e n ro lm e n t a n d  th e  
level o f  in te rn a l and  ex te rn a l ex am in atio n s  w ill im p ro v e .

3. T h e  success  o f  a  sch o o l d ep en d s largely o n  d ie  c o m m it­
m e n t a n d  d ed ica tio n  o f  th e  teach ers . Success is n o t  d e ­
p e n d e n t o n  c o sd y  c la ssro o m s, a n  ex ten siv e  library , o r 
th e  lu x u ry  o f  th e  k te s t  co m p u te rs . E v e n  w ith o u t d ie se  
no v e ltie s , I  believe th a t  th e  success  o f  an y  academ ic  
p ro g ra m  d ep en d s  on  teach ers  w h o  a re  ab le  to  effectively  
u se  a b la c k b o a rd  and  chalk . T h e re  is a  saying d ia t  th e  
b e s t te ach e r is m ark ed  by  ch a lk  sm udges o n  his back .
I  c an  still see in  m y m in d 's  eye th o s e  k ik au  (co co n u t 
leave«;) rla**rr>om but« il«.eH a« palace* for learning the 

th re e  “ R 's”  in  d ie  p rim ary  sch o o l. T h e  te m p o ra ry  m a k e ­
sh if t h u ts  o ffe red  a  s itu a tio n  co n d u c iv e  fo r  learn ing .

4. T h e  m o tto  o f  th e  school,
" N o d iin g  W ith o u t L a ­
b o u r”  w as a key  to  su c ­
cess. W h a t w e  p u t in to  
an y  p ro je c t is exactly 
w h a t w e  w ill re ap  fro m  
it.

5. T eac h in g  is a  serious 
b u sin ess -se rio u s  because 
w e are  d ealing  w ith  h u ­
m a n  lives. D o c to rs  deal 
w ith  th e  frailties o f  h u ­
m a n  fram es. C hristian  
teach ers  o n  d ie  o th e r  
h a n d  n o t  o n ly  deal w ith  
th e  physical, d ie  m en ta l a n d  th e  socia l a sp ec ts  o f  le a rn ­
ing , b u t  a lso  w ith  d ie  sp iritua l frailties o f  liu m an s. T h is  
m akes te ach in g  very  im p o r ta n t a n d  challeng ing . T h e  
u ltim a te  p u rp o s e  o f  te ach in g  is to  e n h an c e  academ ic 
success  a n d  to  channe l ev ery  s tu d e n t to w a rd  m a k in g  a 
d ec is io n  to  serve G od .

" H ig h e r  th a n  th e  h ig h est h u m a n  d io u g lit  can  re a ch  is 
G o d 's  id ea l fo r  H is  ch ild ren . G o d lin e ss  - god lik en ess  - is 
th e  g o a l to  b e  re a d ie d .” 13

6. T each ers  w ill never k n o w  lio w  m an y  o f  th o s e  p rec io u s  
lew els w h o  h av e  gone  th ro u g h  d ie ir  c la ss ro o m s have  
b eco m e  su ccessfu l c id 2en s  in  th is  life a n d  h av e  ch o sen  
to  serve G o d .

7. P e o p le  are  m o re  im p o r ta n t th a n  th in g s . M o d e rn  e q u ip ­
m e n t sh o u ld  n o t  take d ie  p lace  o f  d ie  u ltim a te  p u rp o se  
o f  ru n n in g  a C h ris tian  sch o o l. I n  te rm s  o f  th e  m issio n  
s ta tem en t, i t  is to  encou rage  cho ices  to  serve G o d .

" T ru e  e d u c a d o n  m eans m o re  th a n  d ie  p e ru sa l o f  a  certa in  
c o u rse  o f  study. I t  m eans m o re  th a n  th e  p re p a ra tio n  fo r 
th e  life th a t  n o w  is. I t  lias to  d o  w ith  th e  w h o le  be in g  
a n d  w ith  d ie  w h o le  p e r io d  o f  ex isten ce  p o ss ib le  to  m an . 
I t  is d ie  h a rm o n io u s  d e v e lo p m en t o f  th e  physica l th e  
m en ta l a n d  th e  sp iritual p o w ers . I t  p re p a re s  d ie  s tu d en t 
fo r  th e  joy  o f  service in  d iis  w o rld  a n d  fo r d ie  h ig h e r joy 
o f  w id e r serv ice  in  d ie  w o rld  to  c o m e ." 14

W e a k n e s s  h i  th e  s y s te m .
M y exp erien ce  led  m e to  o b serv e  som e  w eaknesses  in  th e  

sch o o l system .
1. S tu d en ts  w h o  w ere  u n ab le  to  c o p e  w ith  th e  academ ic 

d em an d s  due  to  d ie  re su lts  o f  academ ic  screen in g  w ere  
le ft w ith  d ie  o p tio n  o f  leav ing  sch o o l o r  b e in g  p laced  in

a  lo w er class. In  so m e  w ay, th e  ed u ca tio n a l system  n eed s  
to  b e  a d ju sted  to  en ab le  d ie se  less ab le  s tu d en ts  to  re ­
ceive a n  e d u c a d o n  ap p ro p ria te  to  th e ir  q u e s t fo r  k n o w l­
edge  a n d  a  p lace  in  society.

2. A  few  s tu d en ts  w h o  w ere  b ey o n d  sch o o l age h a d  to  
leave b ecau se  th e y  co u ld  n o t  c o p e  w ith  th e  study  p r o ­
g ram  o f  th e  class, especially  in  u n d e rs tan d in g  an d  u s in g  
E n g lish  in  v e rb a l a n d  w ritten  fo rm . T h is  is p id fu l a n d  
p a th e d c . C o m in g  fro m  a  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  ind igenous free ­
d o m  a n d  ig n o ran ce , a n d  d iro u g h  n o  fau lt o f  the ir ow n, 
so m e  a re  c o m p e lled  to  sw allow  a  c o m m u n ic ad o n  d ie t o f  
a n o th e r  language  th e y  a re  n o t  ev en  cap ab le  o f  chew ing.

3. S tu d en ts  w h o  w ere  n o t  ab le  to  carry  o n  w ith  the ir e d u ca ­
tio n  fell b ack  in to  th e  m o n o to n y  o f  *uh*i*tenne liv ing  in 
th e  style o f  village life. C h ild ren  le a rn  a t d iffe ren t ra tes  
a n d  a t d iffe ren t levels. N o  o n e  s h o u ld  u n d e re s tim a te  d ie

im p o r ta n c e  o f  enab ling  a 
s tu d e n t to  ach ieve  d ie  h ig h ­
e s t level o f  w h ich  h e  o r  she 
is capab le  in  any k in d  o f  
lea rn in g  s itu ad o n .
4. S o m e tim es  d ie  academ ic 
w eakness  fo u n d  in  som e 
c h ild ren  is excused  by  
b lam in g  th e  p e rfo rm an ce  
o f  th e  teach ers  in s tead  o f  
a cc e p d n g  th e  lim itations o r 
in d o le n c e  o f  th e  s tu d en ts  
th em selv e s  as th e  p rim e  
cause.
5. S om e te ach ers  are  lack­

in g  basic  skills in  d ie  E n g lish  language. U n less  tin s  ever- 
ch an g in g  a n d  e v e r g ro w in g  language is p ro p e rly  ta u g h t 
a n d  clearly u n d e rs to o d  b y  th o se  w h o  d ab b le  ir. th e  e d u ­
c a d o n  p ro ce ss  a n d  w h o  claim  to  h av e  d ie  righ t to  teach , 
v e ry  lim ited  success  w ill b e  seen.

Sum m ary
1. S om etim es th o s e  w h o se  E n g lish  is n o t  d ie ir m o th e r  

to n g u e  excel in  its  u sage  m o re  th a n  d io s e  w h o  w ere  
b o r n  a n d  b re d  w ith  it. T h ese  a re  to  b e  ad m ire c  fo r th e ir  
d iligence a n d  acc o m p lish m e n t

2. I n  th e  te ach in g  o f  E n g lish  as a sec o n d  language, O ra l 
E n g lish  in  p r im a ry  sch o o ls  to p s  m y  list. I  see a n e ed  fo r  
the compilation of an Oral English course syllabus and 

re ad in g  m a te ria ls  re lev an t to  m o d e rn  tre n d s  in ed u ca ­
d o n ,  a n d  co n d u c iv e  to  o u r  e d u c a d o n  p h ilo so p h y  an d  
s ta tem e n t o f  m iss io n  fo r  o u r  Pac ific  Is lands p rim ary  
schoo ls .

3. T h e  teacher's  ro le  in  se ttin g  d ie  c o rre c t in to n a tio n  an d  
sen ten ce  p a tte rn s  d u rin g  this p e r io d  is n o t  only  im p o r­
ta n t  b u t  crucial. T h is  is  b ecau se  th e  Pac ific  Is lan d  ch ild  
lea rns  fa s te r by  re p e titio n  o f  w h a t h e  o r  she h e irs  d u rin g  
O ra l E n g lish  drills.

4. W h e th e r  i t  b e  in  speak ing , teach in g , p reach in g  o r  re ad ­
ing , i t  is v ita l to  k n o w  a n d  u n d e rs ta n d  d ie  language o n e  
is u s in g , w h e th e r  E n g lish  o r  a  ve rn acu lar. T his is w h e re  
skill in  language  te ach in g  b eco m es  v e ry  im p o rtan t. G e n ­
erally, th e  m a in  p ro b le m  is th e  la c k  o f  su ffic ien t su itab le  
re ad in g  m ateria ls.

5. M y  te a ch in g  ex p erien ce  w ill alw ays b e  a v ita l p a rt o f  m y  
C h ris tia n  g ro w th  a n d  d e v e lo p m en t. T h is  experience has 
b e en  en ric h e d  a n d  c o n so lid a ted  by  d ie  s u p p o rt m y  w ife

The u ltim a te  purpose in 
teaching is to enhance 

academic success and to 
channel every student 
tow a rd  m aking  a deci­

sion to serve God.



a n d  I  rece iv ed  fro m  th e  teach e rs  as w ell as th e  p a ren ts  
a n d  c h u rc h  fam ilies th ro u g h o u t th e  th re e  m a jo r e th n ic  
d iv isions o f  d ie  S o u th  P ac ific  re g io n  w h e re  w e  have  
w o rk ed . T h e y  w e re  so  k ind , gen ero u s  a n d  caring . T h e re  
is  n o  d o u b t in  m y  m in d  th a t  th e  S ev en th -d ay  A d v e n tis t 
ch u rc h  fam ily  is a w o n d e rfu l  fam ily  to  b e lo n g  to .

6. T h e  v a lu e  o f  th e  d ed ica tio n  a n d  u n se lf ish  services w ill­
ing ly  p ro p a g a te d  by  ex p atria te  m issionaries  in  d ie  is land  
fields can  n ev er be  e s tim a ted  in  cash. T h ey  cam e fo r d ie  
p u rp o s e  o f  car in g  a n d  sharing , an d  w illingly  o ffe red  
en d less  re so u rc e fu ln ess  to  m e e t th e  loca l n eed s  T h e re  
w e re  alw ays th e  k in d  g estu res  o f  p h y s ica l a n d  sp iritua l 
n u rtu re . T h e y  d e p riv e d  th em selv e s  o f  th e  luxu ries  o f  
h o m e  a n d  sau n te red  o u t  o n  d e ck  to  face d ie  u n fo re s e en  
P ac ific  O c e a n  challenges o f  d ie  u n k n o w n . T h is  is w h a t 
m akes  b e in g  a m issio n ary  so m e th in g  satisfy ing  an d  r e ­
w a rd in g  fo r th e  sake o f  th e  gospel.

7. W h ile  i t  w as d ifficu lt fo r m y  w ife  a n d  m e  to  leave o u r  
sch o o l a n d  c h u rc h  fam ily  a t L alovaea  w h e n  tra n s fe rre d  
to  Satala sch o o l in  A m erican  Sam oa, d ie re  w as n o  hesi­
ta t io n  in  re s p o n d in g  to  serve in  a n o th e r  area  o f  re s p o n ­
sibility  fo r  G o d . I t  cam e as a fu lf ilm en t o f  m y  a m b itio n  
o f  b e in g  in v o lv e d  in  G o d 's  w o rk  as a m issio n ary  teacher. 
I t  w as tim e to  m o v e  o n  and  leave o u r  u n k n o w n  fu tu re  
to  a k n o w in g  G o d .

8. I n  th e  w o rk  o f  e d u ca tio n  as in  an y  o th e r  p h a se  in  G o d 's  
w o rk , th e re  w ill alw ays be h a p p y  tu n es  a n d  tu n e s  sa tu ­
ra te d  w ith  aches a n d  h u r ts  L ife  is n o t alw ays s trew n  
w ith  ro se s  w ith o u t d io rn s ,  su n sh in e  w ith o u t  sh o w ers , 
success w ith o u t sw ea t a n d  p a r tin g  w ith o u t pa in . T h is  
p h ilo s o p h y  is tru e  in  ev ery  a sp ec t o f  o u r  lives.

9. I  believe d ia t  "va rie ty  is  th e  sp ice  o f  life” . C h an g e  is 
inev itab le . Som e m u s t  m o v e  o n  w h ile  o th e rs  s tan d  o n  
g u a rd  as w a tch e rs  o n  th e  e d u ca tio n  w alls o f  Z io n . T h a t 
is  w h y  I  believe in  c o n s tru c tiv e  change.

10. I  h ave  le a rn e d  th a t  w h a t w e receive  d e p en d s  o n  w h a t 
w e  are  w illing  to  invest. T h e  ap o sd e  P au l m akes a p o in t, 
'"Be n o t  d ece ived  G o d  is n o t  m o ck ed  fo r  w h a tso e v e r  a 
m a n  so w eth . th a t  shall h e  a lso  reap  "15 T h e re fo re  any­
th in g  g o o d  d o n e  in  m y  te a ch in g  to  m ake  a d iffe ren ce  in  
th e  lives o f  y o u n g  p e o p le , is a re fle c tio n  o f  w h a t G o d  
can  d o  w ith  anyone  w h o  is  d e d ica ted  to  H im  an d  H is 
serv ice.
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The Viking Ahoy fast on the shore at Buca Bay 
(See story on the next page)
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Refloating the Vik in g  Ahoy
-drama in Buca Bay, Fiji

In  1 9 3 5 , Alec w ith  his mother 
and father, was baptised by P r  

Fergus M cFarland. H e attended 
the W est Australian Missionary 
College and graduated in 1942. 
H e graduated 2  years laterfrom  

the M inisterial Course at the 
Australasian M issionary College . 
Follow ing brief colporteur service 

he ministered in a number o f  
churches.

H e  married Shirley Price on 1 5  
A u g  1947. They began mission 

service in 1948 he as acting 
principal o f  the Aore T raining  

School in Vanuatul Over a period  
o f  2 ¿years Alec a nd Shirley 

worked in  Van uatu (io ), Kiribati 
(9), P N G  (e). A t  the end o f  
1972 they again entered into 

ministerial service , fo r  the Abo­
riginals a t Kempsey, NSTV, &  

fo r  churches in Western Australia. 
They retired a t  the en d  o f  1935. 

Alec has continued to help out in 
church work. A s  a M aster M a ri­
ner, together w ith  God’s guidance, 
he has successfully sailed a  number 
o f  boats through difficult seas and  
reef-strexvn areas. H e has been a  
member o f  the Royal A r t  Society, 
N S W , since 194S, and  the W A  

Watercolour Soc. since 1991. 
The Thomsons have 2  daughters, 
Michelle and Claire. They now  
live a t the Victoria P oin t retire­

ment village, Brisbane, Q L D

(Editorial note: Two men have contrib­
uted to this saga of the sea that occurred at 
Vatuvonu, Fiji, in 1957.)

Ray Wilkinson’s story.
E HAD BEEN WORKING ill the 
Cook Islands, and near the end 

of 1957 I received a call to be principal o f  
the Vatuvonu Central School on die island 
of Vanua Levu in Fiji. We arrived in Suva 
just before the time of the Central Pacific 
Union Mission’s annual meetings, and as 
there was no representative from die Cook 
Islands available just dien, and none from 
the East Fiji Mission for which we were 
bound, I was invited to attend the meeting,

Toward die end of the meetings we 
heard diat there had been a cyclone and it 
had hit Vatuvonu 011 7 January. The dam­
age had affected both the school and die 
mission headquarters causing minor dam­
age to buildings. Worse, it had caused pos­
sible damage to bodi die mission boats, 
the Viking Alhoy (which was used by the 
mission) and the smaller Alt Talai (mainly 
used by the school). Both boats, we heard, 
had been blown aground.

Because Barry Crabtree, who was the 
Mission President for the East Fiji Mis­
sion, was in Australia, attending a summer 
school at Avondale, Norma Crabtree and 
her children were the only expatriates at 
Vatuvonu. To try to be of any help to 
Norma and the Mission 
staff, and to get our­
selves to the school so 
that we could see what 
needed to be done be­
fore die new school- 
year began, we dew up 
to Savusavu, die closest 
airport to Vatuvonu. A 
new road (widi die 
somewhat grandiose 
name of die Hibiscus 
Highway) was being 
laid down to link Sa­
vusavu widi Buca Bay' where Vatuvonu 
was situated. The road was not yTet com­
plete, but could be used to within a few 
miles of the school.

Before leaving Suva we sent word to 
Vatuvonu by radio to let Norma know 
when we would be arriving. Oil arrival at

\Yhen I  was 
haCf-asCeep I  

thought I  
h ea rd  a voice 

teCCvng me,,.

Savusavu we managed to find a taxi whose 
driver was willing to take us to the end of 
die completed section of the road. As we 
travelled we could see evidence o f the cyT- 
clone’s force, and that die road was also 
somewhat damaged.

We arrived at die end of the road in the 
middle o f die afternoon. There was nobody 
diere to meet us, so, after waiting for a short 
time we hid our suitcases and hand luggage 
under some bushes and set off on the track 
to die Bay7. Our two children, aged two and 
tiuee, soon tired and that meant we each 
had to carry one. We had walked less than a 
kilometre when to our delight we heard the 
sound o f  a tractor coming in our direction. 
Soon it appeared over die rise ahead and we 
saw Norma perched on one o f the mud­
guards, and die Mission's engineer driving. 
What a wonderful sight that wasl

The tractor had a very basic platform 
attached behind it, and we were able to go 
back to where we had left our luggage, and 
soon had die luggage and ourselves piled 
onto the platform—and thus ceremoniously 
we made our grand entrance to Vatuvonu. 
We had only die few items which we had 
been able to carry7 widi us on die plane, and 
were very7 grateful for die welcome Norma 
gave us and for die items she was able to 
lend us so that we could settle into our new 
home.

Then it was time to check the boats. We 
saw that die Alt Talai 
which had been blown 
through die wharf (a clear 
indication of die rather 
flimsy structure that had 
been the wharf), was virtu­
ally7 undamaged but had 
then been lifted onto die 
nearby7 sandy7 beach. After 
die cyclone, the mission 
and school staff had been 
able to push it out into die 
deeper water and it ap­
peared to be in fair condi­

tion. The larger Viking Alhoy, however, had 
been blown on to a section o f  a reef near 
die boundary7 o f the mission station, and 
was vTell aground. At low tide, die water on 
die reef w7as only7 ankle deep, as "was die 
water most o f die w7ay around most o f die 
ship! It "was clear that we needed to both



The unsuccessful attempt to float the boat using drums

lighten die ship and provide some buoyancy if  ever it was 
to be refloated.

The nest day, mission workers came to help. I am fairly 
certain Pastor Nemani Tans ere, Assistant President and 
Marika Tuiwawa, my assistant, were among diem. We all 
worked alongside Captain Volau and Engineer Emosi to 
lighten the ship. That involved taking out all the ballast and 
removing what we could o f die engine parts. The ballast 
was covered with sticky black ooze, and we were soon 
covered with the samel The only "work11 clothes I had with 
me were my white shorts and shirts, which I planned to 
wear in die classroom. One set o f my clothes had to be 
dedicated to die lightening of die ship! Heavy (and also 
oily and dirty) engine parts were then removed and placed 
on the land, Once that was done, we started to think about 
buoyancy. We were able to find a couple o f empty fuel 
drums, and then we cut quite a lot o f  bamboo. We then 
used crowbars to channel holes under die ship so diat we 
could pass rope through, and then we affixed the drums 
and bamboo on either side of die ship.

We tied it all as tighdy as we could at low tide, hoping 
the rising tide would lift die ship enough for us to move it 
into deep water. At high tide we made an attempt, pulling 
with die A .i Talai and pushing for all we were worth. The 
buoyancy we had added did make a difference, but it was 
clear diat we were not able to shift die ship. We dien set 
about getting more bamboo, and tying that in place. And 
then, just at this time Alec Thomson arrived with the Fetu 
A.o, and how pleased we were to see die ship and the sen­

ior men and 
crew with
diem. They 
had brought 
a d d i t i o n a l  
drums and
good rope and 
we felt sure 
diat the next 
effort would 
be successful. 
But it wasn't.

The crew of the Fetu Ao at Abemama in 
1957. It is not known whether all these 
men were on the boat at the time of the 

incident. Nauan is first on the left & Fred 
Langley is second from the right at the 

back. His grandfather was the Anglican 
Bishop of Melbourne

Alec Thom ­
son's story.
While all this 
was going on, 
we left the 
Gilbert Is-



them, one each side on each o f the lifeboats 
from the Fetu A o  and roped them stern and 
stem to the Viking -Ahoy, as I had been in­
structed by the voice. As the tide slowly came in 
diat afternoon, the Viking Ahoy slowly lifted 
and about 5:15 pm on Tuesday, 14 January 
1958, she was floating at anchor in the Bay.

There seemed to be no structural damage, so 
the whole company praised God for His in­
structions.

The nest day, I went my way to die Lau 
Group and spent the Sabbadi out there, later 
returning to Buca Bay and towed Viking Ahoy 
to Suva. Mission Accomplished! The Fetu Ao and the Viking Ahoy.

Ray Willkinson— a postscript.
I am certain that Alec Thomson’s story o f feeling he 

was given an idea from the Lord is a valid one. I can re­
member what a difference that lift, provided by die life­
boats, made. We also had a rope tied to the mast o f die 
Viking Ahoy and some helpers pulled on diat to help keep 
the ship on an angle so that the ship's keel would not dig 
into the reef and make movement more difficult.

At a signal, die FetuAo  strained and we pushed, and

prayed and pushed, and suddenly there was a shudder, and 
the ship moved backwards (with a few bumps and shud­
ders) into deeper water. This time we prayed again—  
prayers o f thanks.

For some days we had the Viking Ahoy at anchor in die 
Bay. Each day we went out and bailed the water that had 
seeped in, but die ship was in remarkably good shape. 
Then, when Alec returned, he took her in tow and headed 
for Suva where the gallant ship was repaired and sold. She 
had served die church well. □

Establishing the First Permanent Base 
of Operations in VANUATU-Part 6

Taiimaru in NW Malekula

very enthusiastic. [Matanavat] has been the key in die 
hand o f  God for opening up tiiis work and a large 
number o f  the bush people's villages.1

Synopsis: Calvin Parker, die 
superintendent o f  die New  
Hebrides Mission, (Vanuatu) 
had had a burning desire to 
take the gospel to die Big 
Nambas people in NW  Male­
kula. Alma and Norman 
Wiles had opened up die 
work in the villages o f Ma- 
tanavat, Tanmiel and Emila- 
wap in North East Malekula 
and prospects for establishing 
permanent mission stations 
were encouraging. Because 

the people in Matanavat were friendly with botii die Big 
Nambas people and the Bush people they used the oppor­
tunity to visit die Big Nambas village of Tanmaru to be­
come acquainted widi the people and learn die language. 
Living conditions were very primitive. They were exposed 
to mosquito infested areas and the dangers o f tribal war­
fare and cannibalism.

E ARLY IN 1916 Calvin Parker wrote o f  his excite­
m ent:

The object o f  our prayers for the past two years lias 
materialised, and now the Big Nambas people 
[Tanmaru] have stretched out their hands ... They are

It was also die key to die request that came from the Big 
Nambas for on one occasion when Parker was visiting 
Matanavat he was able to make friendly contact with Na- 
kambat, the Big Nambas chief o f Tanmaru, and was in­
vited by him to visit his village. Parker felt that the Lord 
had given access to them in a wonderful way and his de­
sire to help diem was strengthened.2

In November 1915 Parker and Wiles had made die first 
visit into Big Nambas territory. They remained at the an­
chorage. Accompanying them was the chief and a number 
o f liis people from a Small Nambas village inland from 
Matanavat who had previously direatened to kill both 
Parker and Wiles.

During die last days o f December 1915 Parker and 
Wiles made a further trip to die Big Nambas territory. On 
the initial visit in November they had made an appoint­
ment for die brodier of Nakambat to meet diem and es­
cort diem up to Tanmaru. When they reached the anchor­
age Parker decided for safety reasons that Norman Wiles 
should remain on the launch, while he took die trip alone 
up the mountain to die village.

It was a 16 kilometre climb over a flat and up a steep 
mountain-side o f over two thousand feet, with die sun's



30
direct rays pouring 
down. It took 
about three hours 
to make the as­
cent.3

On the way up 
they passed num­
bers o f Big Nam- 
bas men coming 
down and each 
time die guide 
came in contact 
with these men he 
would stop and 
watch diem out o f  
sight .  Parker  
learned later diat 
die guide was 
afraid they would 
s h o o t  Parker  
when die visiting 
part}7 turned dieir 
backs.

W hen they 
eventually reached die village they were taken to the danc­
ing ground and Parker was invited to sit on a stone. There 
were a large number o f men on die dancing ground and 
they gathered around Parker and felt him all over.

Parker remarked:

My silent prayer was diat God would cause His vir­
tue to flow out as He did from die body of Jesus, 
and diat this people would have created in them a 
longing desire for die living Bread diat came down 
from heaven, instead of the flesh o f diis poor body,4

Nakambat was very friendly and Parker talked as best 
he could in Bislama and a few words o f die Big Nambas 
language diat he had picked up on previous contacts. 
Parker found diat the men were very interested in his bag 
o f medicines and it was not long before he was treating 
many o f die men gadiered on the dancing ground. Word 
soon spread to the sick in die village and diey converged

on the dancing ground 
for treatment. 
Nakambat and his 
people requested wor­
ship and Parker hung 
up a picture roll and 
began to sing. To his 
amazement the men 
walked away from him 
to what the}7 consid­
ered a safe distance 
and looked to see 
what was taking place. 
When Parker prayed 
die men sat down 
with dieir backs to 
him and covered dieir 
heads. When the 
prayer was over 
Parker wryly re­
marked, ‘Many had to

be told to wake up!’
The brother o f Nakambat took Parker to see his com 

pound and some o f his twenty-five wives. Parker notet 
diat die houses were larger and better built dian the coasta 
ones. Each building was surrounded by a high, tightly 
woven reed fence, the entrance being through a small hoi- 
which even Parker found difficult to squeeze dirough. Id­
aho noted diat when the inhabitants o f the houses wante< 
to enter their homes they did so on hands and knees.

Nakambat and his brother took Parker to the outskirt 
o f the village and showed him a piece o f ground whicl 
diey indicated diey would give if  it was decided diat th- 
missioti would be established in dieir midst.

The two men assured Parker diat diey would put up ; 
school building and protect the Europeans. The end resul 
o f the visit was an invitadon to establish a station near du 
village, o f Tanmaru.

R e q u e s t  G r a n te d  fo r  T a n m a r u
When Parker returned to Atchin he immediately wrot< 

to die Australian Union Conference in Wahroonga, NSW 
He reported in die Record diat he had decided to work ii 
Tanmaru and had asked for a grant for building materia 
and furnisliings for a house for a worker and his wife.5

Parker maintained that this Big Nambas tribe was th- 
largest, the most cannibalisdc, and die most warlike o f al 
die tribes on Malekula but, at the same time, diat they wen 
friendly with a great many bush tribes. If the people wer- 
won to die side o f Christ a wide field in which to worl 
would open up.

Stewart and Wiles (seated) telling the gospel story.

On 27 April 1916 Calvin Parker made his last visit tc 
Tanmaru. He was accompanied by Andrew Stewart ant 
Norman Wiles. The people o f the village welcomed dien 
widi great friendliness. Hardly a gun could be seen. Til- 
ground diat Nakambat had promised to the mission hat 
been cleared and a number o f  posts had been cut for di- 
church/school building. Parker surveyed die land for regis 
tration and die total area was sis acres. He was also prom 
ised further ground if it was needed.

The friendship that had developed between Parker ant 
Nakambat was seen when Parker told the chief diat h- 
would be leaving for Fiji. He wrote:

Nakambat, widi deep emotion put his arm around 
me and gave me a hug and said, ‘Come back again. 
This is your place. You will walk about this place 
with us. You are our friend and I am your friend’.6

Pr Calvin. Mrs Myrtle Parker & daugh­
ter Ramona (Missionaries from USA}

Nakambat. The bone through his 
nose showed that he was a 

cannibal



Nakambat was elated when given the news that Norman 
and. Alma. Wiles would be their missionaries.

Parker made a plea to Adventists throughout the 
world that they would pray for Brother and Sister 
Wiles as they went to live among die Big Nambas. 
The move was fraught with a great deal o f danger, as 
they were the worst cannibals o f  the New Hebrides.
He was concerned that one false step might mean 
death to them.7

Andrew Stewart from Atchin made a 
second visit to Tanmaru. He reported 
diat a mission site had been selected and 
land secured. They were waiting for 
workers so that work could be started 
among them. He felt diat the door was 
open and it was imperative that diey 
move in while die situation was favour­
able.8

Norman Wiles was given the respon­
sibility o f  making monthly visits to Tan- 
mar ii, however, in August 1916, a fort­
night after his previous visit, reports 
began filtering through to Matanavat 
which indicated that die people o f Tan- 
maru were no longer interested in hav­
ing the mission established in their area.
The report was that a trader had gone Stewart with a 
up into the village and told the people 
that all die land around diem belonged to him for he had 
previously paid for it with six muskets. He threatened die 
people if  diey allowed the mission to have the land. Wiles 
was also told that they, he and Stewart, were to go to Tan­
maru and collect the diree pounds the mission had paid for 
die land. When die two men arrived in Tanmaru to investi­
gate die stories they found diem to be false. What diey did 
find was diat Nakambat had made a start with die thatch­
ing o f the school building.

By October 1916 Wiles was able to converse with die 
Big Nambas in their own language and when he and Stew­
art visited the village the people gathered around him, and 
in their own language, he told diem about the picture on 
the roll. When he prayed in their language there was com­
plete silence as diey listened intently to him as he talked to 
God. At die conclusion o f the prayer Wiles and Stewart 
were subjected to very close scrutiny by three men from a 
neighbouring Big Nambas village. These men put their 
hands inside the shirt sleeves and felt Wiles lower arm. 
Stewart had Ills trouser legs pulled up until they got a good 
look at the calves o f his legs. They also inspected the hats, 
glasses, collars, clodies and boots o f  die two men.9

Toward the end o f October 1916 the Tanmaru people 
completed a small building for die Whiles.

On 19 February 1917 Nakambat made a surprise visit to 
Alatanavat. Alma Wiles who had not seen him before de­
scribed him as a fine, big healthy looking man. Nakambat 
told Norman and Alma Wiles that die people had finished 
diatching their school house and diat die walls were pardy 
finished and diat they had plans to finish it quickly. How­
ever, he also stipulated that die mission should comply 
with dieir promise to erect a teacher's house and go and 
teach them. Alma Wiles wrote o f the urgent need for an 
earnest man and his wife who had a real love for souls ‘to

Big Nambas man

come over and help us. ?l°
When Parker, who was dien Superintendent o f the Cen­

tral Polynesia Conference in Fiji, heard of die urgency for a. 
missionary couple for Vanuatu he added his voice to her 
plea, writing.

We think o f our dear Brodier and Sister Wiles trying 
to navigate die heavy ocean swells along the coast 
from Alatanavat to die Big Nambas and landing in a 
small canoe diat diey may retain the hold diat we 

together gained through prayer and 
peril amongst die wild cannibal people.
Is diere not some strong man and his 
wife in our ranks who will give up the 
pleasant associations o f die homeland 
for diis crying need of die great island 
field?11

In August 1917 Norman and Alma Whiles 
moved to Tanmaru for a short period. 
When they arrived at die anchorage 
known as Hoenparav diere were no Tan- 
maru men or boys to meet them so diey 
started to walk up the track toward the 
house that had been built for them by die 
village people. Here diey made contact 
with some of die men who immediately 
went to die beach to collect the boxes. 
Bamboos were secured as a bed and wild 
canes, which were plentiful, were plaited 

into a table and die house was furnished. As die Whiles 
were settling in die men and boys crowded around ’watch­
ing operations and taking special note o f die first white 
woman they had seen. One man went for some firewood 
and another brought water in a bamboo from die creek 
about diree kilometres away. For a few matches or a littie 
rice die Wiles were able to get anytiiing done. Water, how­
ever, was a problem and both Norman and Alma had to 
use economy and also watch die way they emptied the 
water from the bamboo.

Norman Wiles writing of their experience said:

We had no difficulty in becoming acquainted with 
die men and boys, but die women were very shy. 
Taking die all important medicine bag we went to 
die village. The men have a lot o f  skin disease and we 
were able to help many o f  them by administering 
vaseline and chiysophanic acid. As I had not yet 
mastered the language we often got stuck for words 
and had to appeal to others for explanations, but got 
along fairly well on die whole.12

When Nakambat learned diat Alma would like to see his 
house and wives he willingly led die way. His wives soon 
appeared from their gardens. They were loaded with ba­
nanas, yams, firewood, etc. Alma counted nine o f  diem 
and as diey came toward her they did so in a stooped posi­
tion as diey were forbidden to walk upright in die presence 
o f men. They also had to sit down.

Norman Wiles learned that diere were no less dian six­
teen villages, each with a population of from one hundred 
to diree hundred, and diat they all spoke die same lan­
guage. When he heard tiiis he immediately realised diat he 
would be able to carry on an extensive work once he had



fully mastered their language.
Each morning the young missionaries walked from their 

house to the village and conducted worship for the men 
and boys. Between forty and fifty attended each day. On 
the last morning they had two meetings and forty-two at­
tended die first meeting and forty die second. They recog­
nised diat an interest was growing each day and diat the 
men and boys had the ability to sing and answer questions. 
A promise was made to Alma diat as soon as she had 
learned sufficient o f  the language the women would be 
allowed to attend school.

Norman also noted diat the people were very loyal to 
their chief and submitted to all diat he said and he further 
recognised diat i f  Nakambat, was opposed it would be very 
difficult to hold the interest o f die people. Nakambat was 
able to answer questions regarding the creation o f  the 
world and die origin o f die human race.

During this time a chief and a number o f his men from 
a neighbouring village which was several kilometres inland 
from Tanmaru visited the village of Tanmaru. Nakambat 
introduced the chief to Wiles.

Norman Wiles, not missing an opportunity to witness, 
sat down and talked to die visitor, a large man about sis 
feet tall. He wanted to know more about die school, but 
said he did not want the school as he thought it would not 
be much good. Then Nakambat and his men began telling 
the visiting chief diat die school was good and gave him a 
real sermon while Wiles sat and let them talk. The number 
o f people in his village was like the leaves o f  die trees. He 
felt diankful for what had been done and believed diat die 
Spirit o f  God was going before them.15
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Captain G F Jones & his wife Marion and the Melanesia

In November 1917, Captain G F Jones and his wife 
arrived on die Melanesia at Port Vila, Vanuatu from die 
Solomon Islands and after Customs sailed for Atchin arriv­
ing on November 7.

The following day Jones and Stewart left for Matanavat 
to visit Norman and Alma Wiles. Norman Wiles joined

diem for the journey to Tanmaru.
Writing o f this experience Jones said:

It had been raining and with the tall grass through 
which we had to walk we were wet through after a 
short distance. We reached die top, however, after an 
hour's walk and introduced ourselves to die chief 
and Ills people. We then went into our grass hut and 
took our clothes o ff to dry. As I took no change widi 
me I wrapped myself around with my blanket and we 
slept on some shaky bamboo sticks while our clothes 
were drying ... We met all the men folk in the early 
morning, and I spoke to them for about forty min­
utes, Brodier Wiles interpreting.14

When they returned to die beach Nakambat and some of  
his men were invited on board die Melanesia where they 
sang one o f their mountain songs in perfect unison and 
harmony.

Before moving permanently to Tanmaru Norman and 
Alma, because o f ill healdi, returned to Australia on fur­
lough. Norman was suffering from malaria bordering on 
black water fever. (Black water fever is a dangerous com­
plication of malaria and is characterised by the passage of  
dark red to black urine, severe toxicity and high mortality, 
especially for Europeans). During their absence from die 
field Stewart made frequent visits to Tanmaru and on one 
occasion took with him Jope Laweloa the Fijian worker. 
Tills was about April, 1918. When they arrived in the vil­
lage not too much attention was given them as prepara­
tions for a dance to be held that night were underway and 
everyone seemed to be involved. Stewart and Jope were 
taken to a Nakamal (men's house), a long narrow hut with 
the roof resting on the ground and only one small opening 
about two feet six inches square.15

As the}7 had no lamp diey decided, whilst it was still day 
light, to enter the hut to see where they would eventually 
sleep. As their eyes became accustomed to the semidark­
ness tiiey discovered a large pile o f stones in die middle o f  
the hut on which lay a roasted pig. Alongside die pile o f  
stones was a man lying oil a leaf mat who responded to 
Stewart and Laweloa's gaze by saying, ‘Masta mi sik’. On 
the other side o f  the fire was a narrow bunk consisting of  
about five pieces o f bamboo tied together. When Stewart 
felt die ridges o f  die bamboo and saw that the lengtii o f  
the bed was only five foot long he decided to try die 
earthen floor. He found two plaited leaf mats which he 
spread on die floor where diere was die least dust and as 
far from the pig as he could get.

The two men found diat die far end o f die Nakamal 
was partitioned off with rough sticks standing on end and 
making a small enclosure for die occupant to hide in time 
o f  war. When he and Laweloa found another plaited leaf 
mat they prepared to spend the night in die small enclo­
sure.

Before it became dark they went outside and treated the 
sick. After eating a few biscuits that they had in their pock­
ets and having worship with the sick man, diey decided to 
retire early for diey were told diat during die night a num­
ber of people from some distance away would arrive and 
dance until day break.

Stewart used his camera for a pillow and tried to rest. 
He wrote o f his experience thus:



W e lay and  tu rn e d  fo r  som e tim e and  th e n  I sug­
gested  to  Jo p e  th a t fo r a change  we get u p  and  w alk 
a ro u n d  awhile. W e cam e to  th e  d ancing  g ro u n d  and  
th e re , u n d e r th e  flickering  light o f  th e  w ild  cane 
to rches, w e cou ld  see th e  p a in ted  figures glistening 
w ith  p e rsp ira tio n  as each  m an  danced  an d  yelled, at 
th e  sam e tim e, h o ld in g  h is m u sk e t firm ly in  his 
h a n d s .
W e retired  to  o u r h u m b le  beds and  w aited  th e  cessa­
tio n  o f  no ise  a t b reak  o f  day. W h en  they  w ere fin ­
ish ed  w e w ere  ready to  begin, a n d  ga thering  a few  o f  
th e  m en  aro u n d , w ho  h a d  a tten d ed  services b efo re , 
w e  s ta rted  singing  a h ym n  in  th e  B ig M am bas lan ­
guage w h ich  N o rm a n  W iles had  transla ted . T h e n  in 
B islam a I  b riefly  to ld  th e m  th e  sto ry  o f  red em p tio n  
an d  h ad  th o se  n eares t m e in te rp re t i t  in to  th e ir  ow n 
language w h ich  th e  v isitors u n d e rs to o d .16

N o t lo n g  afte rw ards Stew art an d  J o p e  re tu rn e d  to  the  
small m ission  vessel and  m ade the ir w ay to  A tc h in

G o v e rn m e n t  A p p ro v a l G ra n te d
In  th e  la tte r p a rt o f  1918 A n d rew  Stew art w ro te  th a t  o n  

d ie  S abbath  before , th e  B ritish  R esiden t's  vessel had  
passed , land ing  som e m ail an d  in fo rm in g  th em  th a t  d ie 
R esident. M r. K ing , w o u ld  p ro b ab ly  call o n  his re tu rn  a 
few  days later. T h ey  p lan n ed  at o nce  to  go  to  T a n m a ru  to  
bring  th e  chief, N ak am b a t, and  som e o f  h is  m en  back  to  
w ait fo r M r. K in g ’s re tu rn .1 S tew art h ad  n o t  lo n g  re tu rn ed  
to  A tch in  w h en  he  received  a n o th e r m essage fro m  M r. 
K in g  requesting  h im  to  go  to  d ie  island  o f  V ao , w h ich  w as 
nearby, to  see h im . Stew art to o k  N ak am b a t and  h is  m en  
w ith  him . T he  C om m issio n e r q u estio n ed  th e  ch ie f closely. 
N a k am b a t w as given an  o p p o rm m tv  to  ta lk  and  each  tim e 
he  rep lied  he  inc luded  d ie  w ords, ‘w e w an t th e  m issionary  
to  com e and  live am o n g st u s ’. (O lketa  m an  i w an tem  m is- 
n a ri en n  stap w etem  m ipala).

W h en  asked  w h y  he  w an ted  th e  E u ro p ean s  to  live w id i 
d iem  N a k am b a t rep lied  th a t  th e  schoo l w as goo d  and  i f  
tro u b le  arose  he  w o u ld  have d ie  m issionary  to rep resen t 
his case to  the  G o v ern m en t. M r. K in g  was n o t  fully co n ­
v inced  th a t  it w o u ld  be w ise to  settle  in  th e  ou tsk irts  o f  d ie 
village o f  T anm aru , how ever w h en  S tew art exp lained  to  
h im  th a t i t  w as the  in te n tio n  o f  the  m ission  to  bu ild  a 
h o u se  n e a r  th e  coast and  n o t in  d ie  village he w as satisfied 
and  gave h is app roval fo r  A lm a an d  N o rm a n  W iles to  live 
hi th e  area.

W ith  th e  C om m issioner's  approval be ing  g ran ted  w o rk  
began im m ediate ly  o n  e recting  a house  fox them . T h e  place 
w as o n  an  e levation  a b o u t one  an d  a h a lf  k ilom etres fro m  
th e  beach. T h e  h o u se  w h e n  co m ple ted  was tw en ty -fou r 
feet by  th ir teen  fee t w ith  a fro n t and  back  verandah . Stew ­
art s tated  they  w o u ld  com m ence  w o rk  th e re  and  la te r de­
te rm ine w h e re  th e  p e rm a n e n t m ission  site w ou ld  b e .1S H e  
recogn ised  th a t  because o f  th e  te rra in  o f  the  area i t  w ou ld  
be  d ifficu lt to  m ake roads an d  the re fo re  n ex t to  im possib le  
to  convey  bu ild ing  m ateria l and  o th e r requ irem en ts  to  d ie  
to p  o f  th e  m o u n ta in  range w h e re  th e  m ajo rity  o f  th e  p e o ­
p le  lived.

N ew s o f  d ie  p ro p o se d  estab lish m en t o f  d ie  m ission  w as 
vo iced  am ong  d ie  o d ie r B ig N am b as  villages and  Stew art 
rem arked  th a t d ie  lead ing  m en  fro m  o th e r  villages had  
v isited  th e  m ission  and  fo r  th e  first tim e looked  u p o n  
‘saw n tim ber, co rruga ted  iro n  an d  d ie  “ fair skin”  o f  the

m issionary  carp en te r .’*9
I t  w as also in  the  la tte r p a r t  o f  19IS  d ia t  N o rm a n  and  

A lm a W iles re tu rn e d  to  A tch in . T h ey  rem a in ed  o n  d ie 
is land  fo r approx im ate ly  o n e  year. T his s ituation  w as 
b ro u g h t a b o u t because a F ren ch  rec ru ite r h a d  b een  sh o t 
dead  a t E spiegles B ay on  N o rd i-w e s t M alekula w hile he 
was a ttem p tin g  to  lan d  o n  th e  beach  T h e  area w as de­
clared  a n o  go  2o n e  fo r E u ro p ean s . T h e  b a n  w as lifted  
ab o u t D ecem b er 1919 T h e  W iles re tu rn ed  to  th e  te rrito rc  
o f  th e  B ig N am b as e ithe r in  D ecem b er 1919 o r early J a n u ­
a r y !  9 2 0 .^
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Wiles treating the old man with his hand blown off.
O n  1 F eb ruary  1920 W iles w ro te  a b o u t an  anx ious tune  

he w as having. A n  o ld  m an  o f  T anm ie l near M atanavat had  
b lo w n  o f f  his h a n d  w ith  dynam ite  w hile a ttem p tin g  to  kill 
fish. T h e re  w as n o  d o c to r  close by  and  th ey  h a d  n o  launch  
so W iles am p u ta ted  i t  w ith o u t anaesdietic. I t  w as a d ifficu lt 
task. H e  h o p e d  th a t d ie  m an  w o u ld  survive an d  th a t he 
cou ld  get m edical help  fro m  som ew here. 21

W iles th e n  spoke a b o u t th e  m u rd e r o f  d ie  F ren ch m an  
a t Espiegles Bay an d  o f  th e  B ritish  and  F ren ch  exped ition  
th a t re su lted  in  th e  killing o f  several peop le . O n e  o f  the  n i- 
V an u a tu  m en  killed w as a b ro th e r  o f  th e  ch ie f o f  th e  vil­
lage th a t in stiga ted  d ie  killing o f  d ie  E u ro p ean . T h e  ch ief 
m o u rn ed  his b ro th e r’s dea th  and  re fused  to  w ear his usual 
dress and  eat yam  u n til a w hite  m an  w as killed and  lie h ad  
eaten  his flesh. T o  he lp  b ring  th is a b o u t he h an d ed  tw o 
cartridges to  the  sam e tw o  m e n  w h o  h ad  d o n e  d ie  sh o o t­
ing  b efo re  and  to ld  th e m  to  kill th e  m issionary  a t T anm aru .

T h e  w o u ld -b e  killers set o u t o n  d ie ir  ta sk  an d  cam e to 
w id u n  one  an d  a h a lf  k ilom etres o f  th e  T an m aru  m ission. 
As th ey  n eared  d ie  gardens a sho tgun  w as fired  a t a p igeon. 
T h is  act frigh tened  th e  tw o  m en  an d  at th e  sam e tim e no  
d o u b t saved the  lives o f  N o rm a n  and  A lm a W iles.

W iles th o u g h t th a t th e  s to ry  w as feasible b u t w as n o t 
sure w h e th e r  it w as correct. T h ey  d id  n o t  le t d ie  s ituation  
w orry  th e m  as th e y  believed th a t G o d  had  already show n 
th em  h is  p ro te c tio n

Som e tim e la ter early in  1922 H a ro ld  B lunden . fro m  d ie  
H o m e  M issions d e p artm en t o f  d ie  A ustra lasian  U n io n  
C onfe rence  in  Sydney, m ade a re p o rt con ce rn in g  th e  inci­
dent. H e  w ro te .



A t E spiegles Bay,— [about tw elve kilom etres] from  
th e  land ing  n ea r ou r m ission  h o m e  th ree  years ago a 
F ren ch  recru iter w as sho t d ead  w hile he w as a ttem p t­
ing  to  land  o n  th e  beach  ... A  pun itive  expedition  
visited  these  p eo p le  an d  sh o t th ree  o f  the  natives 
am ongst th e m  the  m an  w h o  h ad  m u rd ered  the 
F renchm an. T he b ro th e r o f  this m an  cast o f f  his belt, 
w h ich  is an  em blem  o f  rev en g e ', and  declared  that 
he w o u ld  n o t e a t yarn  un til he  had  secured  th e  b lo o d  
o f  a w h ite  m an  in  repavm en t fo r h is b ro th e rs  death. 
[*This m ean t before  th e  nex t season arrived] .. Som e 
o f  his peop le  p row led  a ro u n d  the locality  su rro u n d ­
ing  th e  m ission  h o u se  fo r  som e tim e, and  one day 
B ro th e r W iles was w arned  fro m  th ree  quarters th a t a 
p lo t  h ad  b een  laid fo r his life.22

A fter the  episode related above  N o rm a n  W iles re p o rte d  o n  
th e  de te rio ra ting  situation  in  th e  area. Fie said th a t there 
h ad  b een  a w ar o n  be tw een  the ir village and  ano ther village 
in land. T he  peop le  w ere all in  th e  village c row ded  toge ther 
w ith  m uskets ready. T h ey  w ere o n  guard  n ig h t and  day 
ready  fo r  th e  least sign o f  troub le. U p  to  th a t stage n o  one 
h ad  b een  seriously h u rt a lth o u g h  one  m an  had  b een  sho t in 
d ie  leg. Fie w as unab le  to  say how  things w ere because he 
had  been laid  u p  w ith  a sore foo t. T hey  h ad  h eard  shots 
and  th e  drum s beating  and  w o n d ered  w h e th e r th e re  had  
been  a cann ibal feast.

T h e ir h o u se  w as alm ost fin ished  excep t fo r the  back  
v e ran d ah  and  they  w ere w aiting  fo r the ir r o o f  w hich  w as to  
be m ade o f  native m aterials. T h e  finishing o f  th e  school- 
house  was also held  up. H e  m ade  the  rem ark  th a t it w ould  
n o t  be o f  m u c h  use i f  they  d id  n o t  have a congregation.

O n  11 F eb ruary  1920 W iles w rote: I

I  d o n 't know  i f  th e re  is m u ch  m o re  to  rep o rt. I  have 
already w ritten  telling o f  th e  troub le  w h ich  has arisen 
here. T h ings are still unsettled , th e re  having  been  no  
com m unication  betw een d ie  tw o villages. Som e o f  
the  natives have v en tu red  o u t in  search  o f  fo o d  only  
to  h u rry  h o m e  again as so o n  as possible. T he old 
ch ief N akam bat, becam e co ncerned  a b o u t ou r safety 
and  feared  lest th e  A m o h  [Amok] p eo p le  w ou ld  
sh o o t us. H e  asked som e o f  the  m en to  com e and  
guard  us, b u t as n o n e  seem ed willing, he  cam e h im ­
self w ith  tw o  o thers. W e fixed th e m  up  a place to  
sleep and  they  spen t th ree  nights. T h e  m osquitoes 
w ere  extra b ad  just a t th a t tim e and  they  hard ly  slept 
a t all because o f  them . W h en  their th ree  days w ere 
fin ished  they  said they  w ere going  hom e, b u t that 
som e o thers  w o u ld  relieve th em  and  keep guard over 
us. T h e  o thers  d id  n o t com e, how ever, an d  w e are 
alone again w ith  th e  sick m an  and  his com panions. 
W h en  the  ch ie f was here  he  d em anded  th a t w e close 
the  fro n t doors, n o  m a tte r h o w  h o t it was. O n e  n ight 
a dog  cam e a ro u n d  and  m ade a noise. M uskets w ere 
cocked  a t once an d  all w as in readiness. W e w ere 
p leased  to see d ra t they  felt a responsib ility  for our 
safety a lth o u g h  w e d id  n o t feel d ie  n eed  o f  p ro tec- 
d o n . Since his visit here  the  ch ie f has lo s t an o th e r 
son , d iree  o r fo u r years old. H e says th a t  he has lo s t 
tw en ty  ch ild ren  by  dead i, and  ascribes i t  to  d ie  fact 
th a t som e m e n  fro m  a d istan t village p laced  p o iso n  
in  his house. H e  says th a t  he and  his peop le  com e to  
schoo l n ow , and  w hy is i t  th a t G o d  does n o t  help
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him  and  stop  his peo p le  and  fam ily from  dying?24

W iles earn ed  o u t a census o f  T an m aru  village and  found  
th a t th e re  w ere d iree  h u n d red  and  tw o  peop le  in  th e  vil­
lage. H e  was to ld  th a t o th e r villages h ad  m o re  inhab itan ts  
and  som e h ad  less. H e  also rem arked  th a t he w ou ld  have 
to  m ake a new  alphabet to  accom m odate  d ie  sounds. H e  
m ain ta ined  th a t th e  peop le , a lthough  nu m ero u s , w ere dy­
ing  o u t and  th a t hard ly  any children  w ere to  be seen. M any 
pa ren ts  had  on ly  one child  and  m any  o f  the  m en  had  n o  
w ives. H e  said we w ere  just in  tim e w ith  th e  gospel or 
there  w ou ld  be n one  left.

W h en  A ndrew  Stew art visited  M&lekula to w ard  d ie end  
o f  M arch  1920 he fo u n d  b o th  N o rm a n  and  A lm a W iles, 
sick w ith  fever, an d  as d ie  peop le  o f  T an m aru  w ere  in  a 
rad ie r un se ttled  fram e o f  m ind, because th ey  had  been  
attacked by  a ne igh b o u rin g  tribe, he  decided  to  take the  
y o u n g  m issionaries back  to  A tch in  to  enable d iem  to  re c u ­
perate . T h e  change seem ed to  d o  d ie m  the  w orld  o f  good 
and  S tew art re tu rn ed  th em  to their o u tp o st. I t  was the last 
tim e he w as to  see N o rm a n  W iles.
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Training Secondary Teachers 
at Fulton College, Fiji-1970-1984

Don Haihdsey M A, M E d  
was born in Adelaide S ik  

Australia, and spent his child­
hood m Hobart, Christchurch 

(NZ), and JVahroonga 
(Sydney). A fter graduating 

from  the teachers’ course at the 
Australasian Missionary 
College in 1943, he com­

menced a long , varied and 
fru itfu l service m education 

fo r  the church.
Don taught secondary classes 
atBurwood in Sydney', Avon­

dale High, Newcastle, Pa- 
panui in Christchurch (where 
he helped in ike school ’s regis­
tration as a secondary school), 
and at S troilfield in Sydney. 
Then followed service in col­

leges at Longbum in NZ, 
Fulton in Fiji “where he served 
as Registrar fo r  6 years, and 

Avondale College as Registrar 
fo r  4 years. Following 2 years 
in Sydney he served in Papua, 
f ir s t at M i Diamond \ 1950- 

S2),and then in the newly 
established Pacific Adventist 
College until 19S5. He then 
spent 4  years as Fducation 
Director fo r  the CPUM. 

Since retirement in 19S9, Don 
has given short-term assis­
tance at Sonoma, Paglum, 

and PAU  in PNG  
He is married to Daphne f nee 
Chapman), also a teacher, and 

their s  daughters, 
Colleen and Marion, also 

trained as teachers.
The Hollidays live at Alston- 

vzEe, NSW .

IN  1941 FULTON started  as a train ing  
schoo l fo r  m inisters, prim ary  teach ­

ers, and  office w orkers  m  the F iu  A fission. 
A fte r the  fo rm atio n  o f  the  C en tra l Pacific 
U n io n  M ission, (C PU M ) o f  th e  SD A  
C hurch  in  1949, i t  becam e th e  m am  tra in ­
in g  cen tre  an d  m a jo r secondary  sch o o l fo r 
th e  new  regional o rganisation , staffed 
m ainly  by  expatria te  teachers.

A s educational s tandards ro se  m  its v a ri­
ous territories, secondary  classes w ere 
added  o n  to p  o f  their existing prim ary  
schools, and  by  th e  en d  o f  th e  1960s i t  was 
b ecom ing  obv ious th a t these  developing  
secondary  schools cou ld  n o t con tinue to  be 
staffed  by  expatriates, an d  th u s  national 
teachers w o u ld  have to  be tra ined . Indeed , 
som e young  peop le  h ad  already gone  to  
A vondale  College in  N SW , A ustra lia  for 
training. F u rth er , national governm ents 
w ere increasingly in s isten t th a t expatriates 
be rep laced  by local staff.

O th e r  developm ents suggested a p o ss i­
bility o f  d o ing  som e secondary  teacher 
tra in ing  a t F u lton , ra th e r th a n  send ing  p ro ­
spective teachers to  A ustralia L ate  in  the 
1960s, F u lto n  fo llow ed the exam ple o f  
o th e r secondary  schools in  Fiji in  sw itching 
from  th e  B ritish system  o f  secondary  ex­
am inations (the C am bridge Senior) to  the 
N e w  Z ealand  system  (the N ew  Z ealand 
School C ertificatej . (T he p re sen t w riter 
fo u n d  h im se lf invo lved  in  th is changeover, 
since he w as the  on lv  teacher on  th e  Fu lton  
s ta ff  w ho  had  recen tly  tau g h t in  a X Z  sec­
o ndary  school.) M ore s tuden ts  w ere now  
pass in g  the  Fiji Ju n io r E x am in a tio n  (at the 
F o rm  4  level; an d  passing  o n  in to  F o rm  5, 
w here  th e  b righ ter students cou ld  progress 
to  the  N ew  Z ealand  exam ination , and  pass 
it, to o , since i t  w as som ew hat easier th a n  
th e  B ritish  exam . T hus there  was a p o o l o f  
p ro sp ec tiv e  studen ts w ith  a h igher aca­
dem ic level w h o  cou ld  possib ly  becom e 
secondary  teachers I t  h ap p en ed  th a t just at 
th is tim e several ch ild ren  o f  expatria te  staff 
w ere approach ing  th e  en d  o f  the available 
secondary  classes, and  th e re  w ere  several 
b righ t na tiona l studen ts in  the  sam e class.

A t the  sam e tim e th e  V a tu v o n u  school 
an d  th e  new er N av esau  schoo l w ere  adding 
secondary  classes, as also w ere th e  schools 
a t B eu lah  (Tonga), P ap a 'a ro a  (C ook  Is ­
lands), Parker (N ew  H ebrides as it th en

w as), an d  Lalovaea (Sam oa). T h u s  F u lto n  
w as n o  longer th e  on ly  secondary  schoo l in  
the  C PU M . A n d  this re flec ted  a tren d  in  all 
the  is land  edu ca tio n  system s. Fiji in  p a rticu ­
lar had  a new  policy  o f  ex tend ing  som e 
secondary  edxication to  co u n try  d istricts by 
found ing  iun io r secondary  schoo ls  w h ich  
w o u ld  cover F o rm s  1 to  4.

F u rth erm o re , a t th is sam e tim e th e  U n i­
versity  o f  the  S ou th  Pacific was being 
b ro u g h t in to  being, o n  a cam pus near Suva 
w h ich  was fo rm erly  a flying b o a t base fo r 
the  Royal N ew  Z ealand  A ir Force. O n e  o f  
the  courses p ro p o se d  fo r  th is university  
w as a junior secondary  teach ing  course, 
w h ich  w o u ld  take s tuden ts  w ith  a good  
pass  at the  F o rm  5 level and  give th em  
th ree  years o f  academ ic and  p rofessional 
training. I recall th a t th e  fo u n d a tio n  P ro fe s ­
sor o f  E d u ca tio n , P ro fesso r H o n eybone, 
to ld  u s th a t they  w o u ld  be tra in ing  teachers 
to teach  courses th a t d id  n o t  yet ex ist in  
schoo ls  th a t d id  n o t yet exist. P ro fesso r 
H on ey b o n e  m anaged  to  get a g ran t from  
U N E S C O  to  finance ten  sub ject experts  
w ho  w o u ld  coord inate  the  d ev elopm en t o f  
courses an d  tex t books in  the ir subjects fo r 
the  p ro p o se d  new  iun io r secondary  
schools.

In  January  1969, at a tim e w h en  m any  
teachers from  ro u n d  the  C PU M  h a d  com e 
to F u lto n  fo r a m eeting  o f  th e  C P U M  E d u ­
cational A dvisory  C om m ittee . T hey

The ‘new student' (Don Halliday) being en­
rolled by Sakiusa Yavavalaviaviaturagalevu 

(1970)



1970 Teaching Staff L to R Back row: M Tuiwawa, U P Jerome. R M Ferguson, W J Driscoll. W P Miller. R M O’Hara, B I Peach, 
D Tame, K J Moore. J H Rowden: Front row: R K Wilkinson, Ruth Wilkinson, F Rogoyawa, Hazel Eaton. Linda Driscoll,

J Cemik (Principal), Lois Cemik, Adrienne Peach. Beverly Mitcheil, Daphne Halliday, D J Halliday.

discussed the  upgrad ing  o f  b o th  teaching  and  m inisterial 
courses fo r th e  regional institu tion . A  new  theo logy  course 
at dip lom a level, u i th  F o rm  5 en try  standard , w as to  ru n  in  
add ition  to  the  existing low er level m inisterial course, and 
i t  w as recom m ended  th a t w e s ta r t a secondary  teaching 
course in  the  follow ing year w ith  a F o rm  6 en try  level. I t 
w as felt th a t a tw o -rea r p rofessional course a fte r F o rm  6 
w o u ld  be equivalent to  the  U niversity 's th ree -rea r course 
follow ing F o rm  5. I t  was also felt th a t th e  secondary  teach ­
ing  and theo logy  courses cou ld  have som e co m m o n  sub ­
jects in  E nglish  and  B ible, thus cu tting  d o w n  o n  the  extra 
teaching  tim e th a t w o u ld  be  required.

I t  w as in  fact already p lan n ed  to  o ffer F o rm  6 th a t year 
(1969), w ith  th e  a fo rem en tioned  class o f  expatriate and 
co m p e ten t n a tiona l s tuden ts  p rov id ing  the  initial intake. 
This was accom plished  w ith o u t an  increase in staff, as we 
w ere d iscon tinu ing  one  o f  the five classes in  F o rm s 3 and 
4, leaving only tw o classes for each  o f  th o se  form s. I t  was 
antic ipated  th a t studen ts w ho  w ere successful in  th e  new  
F o rm  6 class could fo rm  the  first in take in to  the  p ro p o sed  
secondary  teaching  course. I t  w as p o in ted  o u t th a t the 
secondary  schools in  the  C PU M  could  at o nce  absorb  ten  
graduates fro m  such  a course if  we h ad  it, and it w as h o p ed

The Pioneers: The first group of students from the Bismarfc- 
Solomon & Coral Sea Union Missions for the Secondary 

Teacher Training Course.

th a t th e  o th e r tw o  island reg ional organisations (B ism ark­
Solom ons, and  C oral Sea U n io n  M issions o f  the  SD A  
Churchy w o u ld  also con tribu te  students, since they  w ere 
b eh in d  th e  C PU M  in  ediicational s tandards and  w ere 
hard ly  in  a position  to  p rov ide  similar courses in  th e n  ow n 
tra in ing  colleges.

T h e  A dvisory  C om m ittee 's  re com m endation  was ap­
p ro v ed  bv th e  C PU M  E xecutive  C om m ittee .1 I t  w as th en  
forw arded to  th e  headquarters  o f  the  A ustralasian Division, 
o f  the SD A  C hurch  in Sydney fo r its approval. D r E dw ard  
E  W hite , the  D iv ision  E d u ca tio n  D irec to r, and  P asto r 
G o rd o n  Lee, d ie C PU M  President, offered  som e co m ­
m ents and  questions o n  the  p ro p o sed  corns«, and  their 
concerns w ere re fe rred  to a subcom m ittee  consisting  o f 
P a s to r K en  Gray, C P U M  E d u ca tio n  D irec to r, and  Fu lton 's  
A cadem ic C om m ittee. This subcom m ittee  m e t in  February  
an d  subsequen tly  rep o rted  to  th e  C PU M  Executive.

T his com m ittee reco m m en d ed  d ia t th e  od ier tw o  re ­
gional organisations, the  B SU M  an d  CSUM , be inv ited  to  
send students w h o  had  a g o o d  pass a t th e  F o rm  4 level, 
and  d iey  cou ld  th en  com plete  the ir secondary  educa tion  
and  do the ir p ro fessional tra in ing  a t F u lton . W e po in ted  
o u t th a t o u r three-year course  after F o rm  5 was equivalent 
to  the  U niversity 's three-year course, and  th a t students 
w ere do ing  th ree  years o f  academic education  (F orm s 5B, 
5A , and  6) after F o rm  4 b efo re  en tering  th e  course, and  
thus cou ld  confiden tly  expect to  be capable o f  hand ling  
F o rm  4 classes. O u r F u lto n  s ta ff  h a d  been  im proved  by 
th e  add ition  o f  degreed  na tiona l staff. T h e  new  course 
w h en  fully opera tiona l w o u ld  require 37 teaching  periods 
(w hich m igh t pe rh ap s  be reduced  by  tea clung som e sub ­
jects in  alternate years only!, an d  thus w e w o u ld  need  one 
extra expatriate teacher to  s ta r t w ith , and  perhaps ano th e r 
th e  follow ing vear. T hese  w o u ld  o f  course require new  
housing . W e p ro p o se d  to  train  teachers initially to  teach  
Bible. E nglish , and  either H isto ry  - G eography  o r Science/ 
M athem atics. A t a later stage perhaps com m ercial and  
m anual subjects cou ld  be  added. T hese  recom m endations 
w ere accep ted  by the C P U M  C om m ittee  and  p assed  o n  to  
th e  A ustra lasian  D ivision  w h ich  agreed  to  th e  p lan .- N ow



w e w ere able to  m ake arrangem ents £01 the  new  course.
T h u s  w heel th e  College co m m en ced  fox 19“0 add itional 

staff, ho u sin g  and  eq u ip m en t w ere  in  place an d  w e had  
s tuden ts  ready  to  begin  tra in ing . In  th e  in itia l class som e 
w ere  ad m itted  on  a m a tu re  age basis b u t w ith  p rev ious 
p rim ary  teach ing  experience, w hile o the rs  h ad  com ple ted  
d ie  F o rm  6 class in  th e  p rev io u s  re a r  F o u r o f  these  stu ­
dents g raduated  d ie  follow ing vear as o u r  first secondary  
teach ing  graduates.

Three of the 1971 secondary teaching graduates.

T h e  year 1970 also m arked  th e  start o f  a w ide r sphere  o f  
in fluence fo r F u lto n , fo r  in  th a t year w e had  a n u m b er o f  
studen ts fro m  P apua  N e w  G uinea  an d  th e  So lom on Is ­
lands w h o  h a d  com ple ted  th e  N ew  G u in ea  S chool C ertifi­
cate an d  w ere subsid ised  by  th e ir  respec tive  reg iona l o r­
ganisations. T hese  s tu d en ts  h ad  firs t to  com ple te  th e ir  sec­
o ndary  education . T h e  S o lom on  Islanders and  som e P apua  
N e w  G u in ean  studen ts  m anaged  to  cope  w ith  F o rm  5 and  
pass the ir S chool C ertificate, an d  th en ce  go o n  d u o  ug h  
F o rm  6 an d  th e  secondary  teach ing  cou rse , g raduating  in  
1973 afte r a to ta l o f  fo u r  years a t F u lton . T h e  o th e r P apua  
N e w  G u in ean  s tu d en ts  w ere n o t so fo rtunate . T h ey  flo u n ­
d e red  in  F o rm  5, an d  w e in fo rm ed  th e ir  reg ional o rgan isa­
tio n  th a t  they  w o u ld  have  to  rep ea t the  year. T h e  C SU M  
Secretarv in fo rm e d  m e  th a t th ey  cou ld  n o t see th e  value m  
this: a fte r a n o th e r fo u r years they  w o u ld  still have no  m ore  
th a n  a dip lom a, w hereas in  P apua  N e w  G uinea  th ey  cou ld  
im m ediate ly  en te r th e  new ly fo rm ed  U n iversity  o f  P apua  
N e w  G u in ea  and  com ple te  a degree in  th e  sam e tim e. T h e  
C SU M , th e re fo re , w ithd rew  th o se  s tuden ts  an d  sen t th em  
in s tead  to  th e ir  ow n  university.

I n  th e  years th a t fo llow ed  the  secondary  teach ing  cou ise  
w as b o th  b ro ad en ed  and  leng thened . I t  w as b ro a d e n ed  to

inc lude  m o re  teach ing  subjects, nam ely  In d u stria l A rts , 
H o m e  E co n o m ics , an d  C om m erce  ¡ secretarial, accounting , 
and  econom ics).5 In  19"9 i t  w as len g th en ed  to  ex ten d  over 
th ree  years in s tead  o f  th e  original tw o, and  the  first g radu ­
ates fro m  th e  lo n g er co u rse  co m p le ted  th e ir  w o rk  in  1981 * 

O v er a p e rio d  o f  fo u rteen  years F u lto n  C ollege5 c o n ­
tr ib u ted  103 secondary  teach in g  graduates to  the  teach ing  
fo rce  o f  th e  th ree  reg iona l o rgan isations.6 T h e  b e st vear 
w as 1977. w h en  17 graduated , closely fo llow ed  b y  1978, 
w ith  16 g raduates. T h e  C P U M  co n trib u ted  stu d en ts  fro m  
Fiji, Sam oa. T onga , an d  th e  C o o k  Islands, w hile th e  o th e rs  
sen t s tuden ts  fro m  P N G , S o lo m o n  Islands, K iribati, V an u ­
atu , and  Tuvalu . B v th e  e n d  o f  th a t tim e m o s t o f  d ie  te ach ­
in g  in  o u r  is land  ju n io r secondary  schools w as be ing  done  
by  n a tio n a l teachers, m an y  o f  th e m  F u lto n  graduates.

I t  was expec ted  th a t  in  tim e F u lto n  w o u ld  raise its stan­
d a rd  still fu r th e r to  tram  teachers fo r th e  h ig h e r classes in 
secondarv  schools also B u t th is  w as n o t to  be  W h en  the  
S ou th  Pacific D iv ision  p lan n ed  a new  te rtia ry  college fo r  
d ie  islands, it w as decided  to  loca te  it in P apua  N ew  
G u inea, w h ere  w e h ad  th e  largest A d v en tis t p o p u la tio n . 
P rim ary  teaching , m inisterial, an d  com m erc ial courses, 
w h ich  h a d  a set course  o f  study, co u ld  con tinue  a t F u lto n , 
b u t secondary  teach ing , w here  s tuden ts  cou ld  select fro m  a 
w ide array o f  teach ing  fields, req u ired  a varie ty  o f  specialist 
lecturers an d  teach in g  eq u ip m en t w h ich  w e cou ld  n o t af­
fo rd  in  m o re  th a n  o n e  is land  college. T h u s  at th e  start o f  
d ie  19S4 sch o o l year new  secondary  teach in g  s tuden ts  
from  all over th e  islands converged  o n  Pacific  A dven tis t 
C ollege, n o t o n  F u lton . T h ese  s tu d en ts  inc luded  som e w h o  
w ere  s tarting  th e  n ew  course  after fin ish ing  F o rm  6 a t F u l­
to n , som e w h o  h ad  already d o n e  a year o f  th e  F u lto n  
course, and  o th e rs  w h o  h ad  p rev iously  co m ple ted  F u lto n ’s 
co u rse  an d  w ere c o in in g  to  study  for a degree a fte r a few  
years o f  teach in g  W ith  d ie  g radua tion  o f  a solitary secon ­
dary  teach ing  s tu d en t a t th e  en d  o f  th a t year, th e  secondary  
teach ing  co u rse  at F u lto n  cam e to  an  end. B u t th e  in flu ­
ence o f  d ia t  cou rse  lives on  as its g raduates are today  
teach ing  in  S even th-day  A d v en tis t secondary  schoo ls  all 
o v e r d ie  S o u th  Pacific , m any  o f  th e m  in  positions  o f  lead ­
ersh ip .

R eferences & N o tes
1. Cental Pacific Union Executive Committee Minutes, 12 Jan 1969
2. ibid, 27 Feb 1969
3. Telephone couveisxucn w.di Allen Scntex, 11 3.lay 2002
4. M sissci SGrb Ammrs#! Sonwntr. 1991
5. Over the years has been known as: 1941-44 Fulton Training 

School: 1943-48 Fulton Missionary School, 1949-71 Fulton 
Missionary College; 1972 onwards Fulton College.

6. \lakosoi 50th ̂ •innn'ersaySouvenir, 1991 G
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l\fat>crs 3 t f  tap ing
"It is good to keep our historical heritage ever before us. It gives us a sense of being who we are." J  T  PNG 
“ Good variety of articles. Something for everyone interested in our mission history." A  R  N SW  
"A great Journal of the history of the Adventist missions in the Pacific." H H  NSW  
"How wonderfully God has blessed and led through the years.” > ID  VTC
"Most of the authors are known to me and most of the settings are familiar. Interesting stuff." R  R  QLD

"It is inspiring to look into past history and to recognize that you know many of the early workers in the South Pacific Division’s mis­
sion field territory-.” R F  USA

"I enjoyed every page. Thank you again for an excellent document.” H  R  USA □



Fitcnirn..
F o llo w in g  th e  accep tan ce  o f  th e  A d v e n tis t  m essag e , 

b y  th e  e n tire  p o p u la tio n  F o r a  re la te s  T a y ’s appeal to  th e  
G e n e ra l C o n fe ren ce  n e a a q u a r te r s  in  B a ttle  C reek . U SA . 
fo r a n  o rd a in e d  m in is te r  to  b a p tise  th e  new  c o n v erts . 
T h e  ill- fa ted  v o y ag e  o f  A n d re w  J  C u d n ey  o n  th e  Phoebe 
Chapman  in 1SSS is w e ll to ld . A ll ab o ard  in  th e  sh ip  th e y  
h ad  h ad  b u il t  fo r the  jo u rn e y  p e r is h e d  a t  sea.

T h e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f  th e  b o a t P itcairn, i ts  f irs t v o y ­
age, th e  b a p tism  o f  th e  is la n d e rs  in  IS 90, and  th e  co n ­
t in u in g  v o y ag e  o f  th e  P itca irn  to  o th e r  Pacific is lan d s , as 
w e ll as th e  tra g ic  an d  u n tim e ly  d e a th s  o f  J o h n  T a y  in  
F ij i an d  C ap ta in  M a rs h  m  A u ck lan d , co n clu d e  th e  s to ry .

T h r e e  sm all d e ta ils  a re  o m itte d  fro m  th is  e x ce lle n t 
book. F ir s t ly ,  th e  T h u r s a a y  O c to b er C h ris tia n , tra in e d  
b y  Bounty  m u tin e e r  J o h n  A d am s (p26), an d  th e  m a n  o f 
th e  sam e n am e  w h o  w as f i r s t  to  a cc e p t th e  A d v e n tis t  
m e ssag e  in  1SS6 (p43), w e re  n o t th e  sam e p e rso n . H e 
w as ac tu a lly  th e  so n  o f  h is  n am esake , an d  g ra n d s o n  o f  
F le tc h e r  C h ris tia n , th e  m u tin e e r . S econd ly , T h e  a u th o r  
s ta te s  th a t  th e  tra c ts  d e liv e red  in  a  p a rc e l  b y  C ap t 
K n o w les  w e re  re a d  b rie fly  a fte r th e ir  d e liv e ry , b u t  he 
fails to  n o te  th a t  th e y  w e re  re re a d  w ith  in c re a s in g  in te r ­
e s t  n e a r ly  10 y e a rs  la te r  b e fo re  T a y  a rr iv e d  w h ich  
h e lp ed  to  p av e  th e  w a y  fo r th e  re a d y  accep tan ce  o f  T a y ’s 
m essag e . T h ird ly , n o  m e n tio n  is m ad e  o f  th e  re m a rk a b le  
fact th a t  n o t one  o f  th e  is la n d ers  w h o  accep ted  th e  A d ­
v e n tis t  m essa g e  in  IS 36 h a d  d ied  in  th e  4 y e a rs  th a t  
e lap sed  b e fo re  th e  P itca irn  a rr iv e d  an d  all w e re  oaptised . 
T h is  is a n  ex am p le  o f  th e  p ro v id e n c e  o f  G od . w h ich  
re a lly  p e rm e a te s  th e  e n tire  s to ry

P r  M a lc o lm  B u ll  (M iss io n a ry  on  P itc a irn  19S4-35) □

Hitters!
Life Sketches— L a u re n c e  A G ilm o re
“In  Vol 3 No i  p  39 of the J o u rn a l ...I was surprised to read that he commenced the ‘Carols by Candlelight Program’ 
when he returned to Australia in 1968...I had sung in previous programs in the early 1950s.”
M rs J u n e  N irm a l. W e s te rn  S ydney . N SW
You are correct, June. The program did commence in the early 1950's. Where the L ife Sketch  states co m m e n ce d , it 
should read re c o m m e n c e d , —editor

Contents— P ic tu re  C a p tio n s  Vol 3 No 2 p3. “The thumbnail picture listed as P r  G B ra n s te r ,  should be P r  A G ath- 
e rco le . He had a similar hair style to Pr Branster.” P r  R o n  T ay lo r. P o in t V ic to ria . QLD

Decentralisation in the Australasian Division. Vol 3 No 2 p  19
1. M rs  W en d y  P ie tz  o f  C o o ran lio n g . NSW , has rightly pointed out that on p  27. it was T ed  F le tc h e r  a n d  B etty .

not Ivy, who returned to Australia in 1957.
2 P r  B e rt C ozens o f  C o o ran b o n g . NSW . has correctly pointed out that:

P r  B e rt P ie tz  and not P r  F re e m a n  M cC ntclieon  was president of Vanuatu Mission in 1949, p 22.
The T ed  J o n e s  fam ily  transferred from Suva to Aore, not to Santo on leaving the CPUM. p 26.
P r  R eg M illso m 's  sendee at the CPUM was from 1963 until 1971, not 1974. p 27.
P r  B e rt also said that not all of E ric  H o w se 's  roof was blown awav during the cyclone (p25 ,26), for he has a slide 

showing the north side still in place.
And he felt that the money provided by the AIUC for repairs to the boat \ 'iking Ahoy w a s  probably used to pur­
chase a new dingy'. Reference 30 p  28 ’
Thank you for your helpful contributions — article author, David Hay.

“Cleanse the Lepers"Yo\ 3 No 1 p 18.
“In connection with the list of the staff members at the Mt Hagen Hansenide Colony June Rogers should read 1954 to 
1959.” M rs  J u n e  M acau lay . □

W e n e ed  to  s tu d y  th e  w o rk in g  o u t o f  G o d 's  p u rp o s e  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  n a tio n s  an d  in  th e  re v e la tio n  o f  th in g s  to  
com e, th a t  w e m a y  e s tim a te  a t  th e ir  t ru e  v a lu e  th in g s  seen  an d  un seen ; th a t  w e  m a y  le a rn  w h a t is th e  tru e  

a im  o f  life; th a t  v ie w in g  th e  th in g s  o f  tim e  in  th e  lig h t o f  e te rn ity ,  w e  m ay  p u t  th em  to  th e ir  tru e s t  an d  n o b le s t  use. 
T h u s , le a rn in g  h e re  th e  p rin c ip le s  o f  H is  k in g d o m  an d  b e co m in g  its  su b jec ts  a n d  c itizen s , w e  m a y  b e  p re p a re d  a t  H is 
co m in g  to  e n te r  w ith  H im  in to  its  p o sse ss io n . E  G  W h ite ,  E ducation  p  IS *  G
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SARAI M a l a g a  was born  in  Sam oa A dv en tis t C ollege (SAC) a t Lalovaea, 
the  village o f  Saleaaum ua on 19S 9-90 , 199 S -9 9 ; dep u ty  principal a t  F apaaroa  
the  eas te rn  end  o f th e  island C ollege on  R a ro to n g a  in  the  C ook Islands, 1991-  
o f  U polu on  th e  23 June 1945. 9 3 , and a t SAC in 1997, and  education  d irec to r, 
She ob tained  h e r  secondary  Sam oa M ission , 200 1 .
education  a t the  A d v en tis t Sarai rem arried  ea rly  in  2003. Sadly  she 
C e n t r a l  S c h o o l  (A C S ), passed  to  h e r  re s t  in A uckland, N Z , o n  30 A u g u st 
Lalovaea, Apia, a  D ip lom a in  o f d ie  sam e year.
P rim ary  T each in g  (1 9 6 7 ) and  W ell educated  and in te llig en t, Sarai w as a tal- 

andarv  T each in g  Ì1979) a t F u i-  en ted  teach er w ho served  w ell the  in te res ts  o f  
a  B E d from  Pacific A d v en tis t C h ristian  education. T h ere  are  m an y  stu d en ts  
19S5, and a M E d  from  A IIA S  w ho have benefited from  h e r w isdom  and  experi- 

in  1995. enee. H a l in g  tau g h t Sarai in  h e r secondary  
A latise in 1972. classes, the  ed ito r o f  th e  Journal rem em bers he r 

service for th e  ch u rch  a t ACS. 35 a  d ilig en t s tuden t, a careful th inker, and a  good 
as a  teacher. She w as th e  p r in -  C hristian . She now  sleeps from  e a rth ly  w orries, 
A m erican  Samoa, 19S2-S3, and aw aiting  the  soon re tu rn  o f  he r Saviour and L ord.

a  D ip lom a in Sec 
to n  C ollege (Fiji) 
C ollege (PNG) in 
in  th e  Philippines 

Sarai m arried  
She began  her 

L alovaea in  196S, 
cipal a t Ialtina in

from  1949  to 19oi 
is teria l C ourse  in  
period  o f  service 
y e a r 's  s tu d y  a t  th  
lege  in 1961, he 
from  19Ô4 to  60, 
rad io  b roadcaster 
m g  the  y ears o f li 
he  served  as a  dep 
ist, and  for the  n 
th e  m ission. In  1 
the  C en tra l Pacifi< 
the  p resid en t unt 
tired . I t  w as w hil

AlSAK E K a b u  e n te red  this istic series o f  m ee tin g s in  Ba th a t he felt unw ell 
w orld  a t M ualevu in  the  L au  and  his hea lth  deterio ra ted . Sadly  he  passed  aw ay 
G ro u p  o f th e  F ill Islands on on Sunday 16 N o v em b er 2003.
29 Ju ly  1933. O n com ple ting  A isake-s m arriag e  to  Serai R av u tu  w as con- 
his secondary  education  a t  duc ted  b y  R a tu  Sem i on  6 F e b ru a ry  1952. Six 
D elana  M e th o d is t School a t ch ild ren  w ere b o rn  to  th is union: Salote, Vace- 
L evuka on  the  Island  o f  m aca, T u i, Alici, T ik o  and Sala.
Ovalau, he  a tten d ed  F u lto n  Personable, ta len ted  and a pow erfu l p reacher. 
M issionary  C ollege in  F iji A isake w as used o f  G od to  lead  m any  people to  

i. O n g ra d u a tin g  from  th e  M in - accept th e  A d v en tis t m essage.
1953 he com m enced a SS y ear P a sto r R o bert F ram e, a  p a s t p re sid en t o f  the  
for the  church . A p a rt from  a  A u stra las ian  D m sio n  o f th e  church , rem em bers 

e A u stra las ian  M iss io n ary  C ol- A isake well. “I  regard Aisake as the best interpreter I  
e rved  in th e  W e s t F iji M ission  ever had. ” he said. H e made me sound like a good  
in F iji M ission  as an e v an g e lis t preacher during my visits to Fiji. ” A n o th er w ho 
and d ep artm en ta l d irec to r d u r-  knew  h im  says th a t his friend ly  and carin g  w ay 

561 to  1977. F ro m  197S to  19S3 for people enabled G od  to  use  h im  m  a  v a rie ty  o f 
a rtm en ta l d irec to r and evangel- positions. H e w as th e  first na tio n a l p resid en t o f  
ex t th ree  years as p resid en t o f  the  C en tra l Pacific U nion  M ission.
9S 7 he becam e th e  sec re tary  o f  A isalte’s fa ith  m  his Saviour and L ord  w as 

U n ion  M ission , and  from  1991 stro n g , and he no w  re s ts  aw aitin g  the  call o f  the  
il F e b ru a ry  1994 w hen  he re - L ifegiver.
e he w as co n d u ctin g  an evangel- D

P h o t o  C r e d i t s
Adventist Heritage Centre: p 3 #1,7; p 8; p 10; p 11 Efogi; p 18 Quonset; p 20; p 30; p 31; p 33. Alec 
Thomson: Cover #1; p 3 #6; p 22 Moala; p 26; p 28; p 29. John Howse: Cover #2. Glynn Litster: p 3 #2; 
p 11. Zita Miller: p 7 . Beryl Stafford: p 3 #3; p 15, p 16. Rose-Marie Radley: p 12; p 32. Lyn Thrift: p 19. 
Lois Cernlk: p 22. Daphne Chapman: p 22. David Hay: p 3 #5; p 23; p 24; p 39. Fulton Makosoi 1995: p 
3 #8. Makosoi 1970: p 35; p 36. Appeal for Missions 1931: p 12; p 30 Nakambat. Solomon Star 
16.9.88: p 21. E H Gates, In Coral Isles: p 40. Australasian Record, 12.5.47: p 18. □
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Pacific Islands Translatons
—preparing  good new s literature w hile

studen ts a t the A ustralasian  M issionary College
C ooranbong NSW

AtAvondae 1911-13 1911-12, 1915 
Margaret 
Williams

1909, 1913-17 
Bofaiva Vai 

Vaemola

1898-99
Fiances
Waugh

1913-14, 1917 
Agnes 
Dean

1912-15
Fred
Hunt

vaio a
Kerisome

To Jirry Samoa-N iue AUSTRALIA Tonga Cock Is French Poly Samoa

Periodica s O le Ta a English 
Gli dance

Talafekau
ITfo'oni

Tuatua
M o u

O le Tai a 
MomMom

Tiarama)
□ c o k s Danìe a

Christ Our Christ Our
Saviour Saviour

Tracts were also prepared and sent to the islands

Kinbati Is

Phoenix IsNauru

Marquesas Is

T o k e la u  I s  .
French Polynesia

Ix iy a lty  Is .  Xfi Niue '1 ahili

Tongan Is
New Caledonia P itc a irn  -

* N orfolk Is
• Lard Howe b


