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SIGNS,.
Ix the sun, and moon, and stars,
Signs and wonders there shall he ;
Earth shall wake with inward wars,
Nationg with perplexity.

Soon shall coean’s hoary deep,
Tossed with stronger tempoests, rise ;

Darkor storms the mountain sweop,
Roddor lightnings rend tho skies.

Evil thoughts shall shake the proud,
Racking doubt and restless fear ;
And amid the thundoer oloud
Shall the Judge of men appear.

But though from that awful faco,
Heaven shall fade and earth shall fiy,
Fear not ye, his chosen race,
Your redomption draweth nigh !

MODERNPHENOMENA
OF THE
HEAVENS.

11.—PROPHETIC SIGNS IN THE SUN AND MOON.
Scripturces Forstolling these Signs.
[conTINUED.)

% FRARPUL sightls and great signs shall there be from
heaven . . . . And there shall be signs in the sun,
and in the moon . . . . And then shall they sce the
Son of man coming in a cloud, with power and great
glory.—Luke xxi, 11, 25, 27,

And it shall come to pass in the last days, (saith
God,) .. ... T will show wonders in heaven above
..... "The sun shall be turned into darkness and
* the moon into blood, before that great and notable
day of the Lord come.~Acts ii. 17,19, 20; Joel il
10, 30, 31; iii ,15.

And the sun becane hlack as sackeloth of hair, and
the moon became as blood, And the heavens
departed as a scroll . ... For the great day of
his wrath is come, and who shall be able to stand ?—
Rev. vi, 12,14, 17.

The sun shall be darkened and the moon shall not
give her light . . ... And then ..., they 3 {}
seo the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven,
with power and great glory., Matt. xxiv. 29, 30, 81.
See Isa, xiii, 10; Bze. xxxil. 7; Mark xili, 24, 25.

THE ABOVE SIGNS FULFILLED, AND IN MODERN
HISTORY.

1 Qf the Sun darkened, §c.—Dark day of May 19, 1780.

“Inthe month of May, 1780, there was a very ter-
riffic dark -day in New England, when ‘all faces scem-
ed to gather blackness,” and the people were filled
with fear, There was great distress in tho village
where Edward Lee lived: ¢ men’s hearts failing them
for fear’ that the judgment day. was at hand, and the
neighborsall flocked around the holy man, for his lamp
wastrimmed, and shining brighter than ever,amidst the
unnatural derkness. Happy and joyful in God, he
pointed them tb their only refuge from the wrath to
come, and spent the gfoomy hours in earnest prayer
for the distressed multitude. IHis nephew, who was

then a little child, in after life retained a lively recol-
lection of that scene, and his childish feclings are an
interesting exhibition of the manner in which Mr. Lee
was regarded, for he felt not the least alarm in his
presence, thinking that he was perfectty safe where
his good uncle wag, even if the day of judgment had
come.’—Tract No. 379 of Am. T'ract Society.—
Life of Edw. Lee, of Mass.

“The 19th of May, 1780, was a remarkable dark
day. Candles were lighted in many houses. The
birdg were silent and disappeared. The fowls retired
torest. It was the general opinion that the day of
judgment was at hand. The Legislature of Connecti-
cut was in session, at Hartford, but being unable to
transact business adjourned. A motion for adjourn-
ment was before the council; but when the opinion of
Col. Davenport, [of Stamford,] was requested, he re-
plicd,—* T am against the adjournment. The day of
judgment is either at hand or it is not. If it is not,
there is no cause for the adjournment ; if it is, I wish
to be found in the line of my duty. I wigh, there-
fore, that candles may be brought.’— President
Duwight, in Ct., Historical Collections.

“ Dark duy of May 19, 1780.—The sun rose clear,
and shone for several hours; at length, the sky be-
came overcast with clouds, and by ten o’clock, A. M.
the darkness was such as to occasion the farmers to
leave their worlk in the field, and retire to their dwell-
ings; fowls went to their roosts, and before mnoon,
lights beeame necessary to the transaction of business
within doors. The darkness continued through the
day ; and thenight till near morning was as unusual-
ly dark as the day.—~—Gage's History of Rowley,
Mass.

“ Anniversary of the Dark day.—The Dark Day,
May 19, 1780, is thus descxibed by Mr. Stone, in his
History of Beverly:

“The sun rose clear, but soon assumed a brassy
hue.  About ten o’oclock, A. M. it became unusually
dark. The darkness zontinued to increase till about
one o’clock, when it began to decrease.—During this
time candles became necessary. The birds disappear-
cd and were silent, the fowls went to their roosts, the
cocks crow as at daybreak, and everything bore the
appearance and gloom of night. The alarm produced
by this unusual aspect of the heavens, was great, and
tradition has preserved many ancedotes of terror.—
An old gentleman of rather singular turn, suppesing
the judgment day at hand, dressed himself with unu-
sual care, and taking his silver-headed cane, walked
outinto the field to await the event. Asthe darkness
came on, Mr. Willard, who possessed some rare in-
straments, took a station on the common to make ob-
servations, and was soon surrounded by a large num-
ber of his parishioners, who gazed on his .operations
with awe and wonder. Mr. W. paid no attention to
the conjectures and cxpressions of alarm uttered in
his hearing, and calmly pursued his investigations.—
In the midst of these, a person of excitable tempera-~
ment, came running from the. sca-shore, exclaiming
m accents of terror, ¢ the tide has done flowing !’ ¢ So
it has !’ replied My, Willard, who, with admirable pres-
ence of mind, took out his watch, so it has, for it is
']1%311;3 high water.’”— Portsmouth Journal, May 20,

“In the Dark Day, May 19, 1780, the heagans
were covered with a dense cloud for three or four
hours . . . . During this time, the clouds were tin-
ged with a yellowish or faint red, for hours, for which
no satisfactory cause has been assigned. I stood and
viewed the phenomenon, but had not any fear that
the world was coming to an end.”~—N. Webster, L.
L. D—~New Haven Daily Herald.

A host of living eye-witnesses are now testifying,
substantially as above, though in different pdaces
there was some difference in the darkness. As to the
natural cause of this unnatural darkening of the sun, itis
well known, that philosophers have never been able to
assign any, in which even themselves can agree. Dr.
Webster of New Haven, hasgivenasrationata sapposed
cause as any I havescen, in the following extract:

“The most probable cause of that darkness, I sup-
pose to have been the smoke of some Volcano in the
Northern regions of this continent, wafted in a vast
volume by the wind. I think no fire in our forests
could have been sufficient to spread a dense cloud over
the whole of New England, and even some part of
the Middle States.

New Haven, Feb. 18, 1843.7—N. Webster.—1bid.

Surely, it is unphilosophical to suppose the smoke
of such a Volcano, in the midst of dispersing and fly-
ing winds should be wafted such a distance in so dense
a form, as to produce such darkness for 3 or 4 hours,
“over the whole of New Kngland,” &c., and then
suddenly leave all clear again. It is not so ina
smoky atmosphere, the darkness in such cases, ap-
pears and disappears more gradually ; and usually
continues longer. Again. had such a cloud of volea-
nic smoke produced the dark day, it would seem still
more umiatural, that after several hours of its entire

. passing over, it should thuscover the heavens again, in

the total darkening of the largest part of the follow-
ing night. And more strange it would be still, that a
cloud of smoke should travel so swift as to pass over
1000 miles extent at once, when natural clouds are
supposed to travel seldom more than 10 miles an
hour, or 240 milesa day,” And indeed, why would it
not be as honorable to the word of God, and useful
to man, for philosophers to presume on the probable
natural cause of the darkening of the sun precisely
so, and about as loag, and for the rending of the rocks
and veil of the temple, &c., when Christ was crucifi-
ed, as in case of the dark day? See Matt. xxvii, 45,
51—53,

The dark spots on the sun, seen a few years ago, by
thousands, are not yet forgotten, while no satisfactory
natural cause for them can be assigned, and so it
must remain, except we admié the truth of the proph-
ecies now fulfilled, of “signs in the sun,” &c.,to pre-
cede Christ’s coming to judgment.

2. MooN DARKENED,—~“SieNs 1N THE Moox”

FULFILLED.
The night after the dark day of 1780.

“The darkness of the following evening was proba-
bly as gross as has ever been observed since the Al-
mighty first gave birth to light. I could not help
conceiving at the time, that if every luminous body in
the universe had been shrouded in impenetrable dark-
ness, or struck out of existence, the darkness could
not have been more complete. A sheet of white pa-
per held within a few inches of the cyes, was equally
invigible with the blackest velvet.” Mr. Tenny of
Exeter, N. H., quated by Mr. Gage, “to the His-
torical Society.”

- “The night succeeding that day, (May 19, 1780,)
was of such pitchy darkness, that, in some instances,
horses could not be compelled to leave fhe stable when
wanted for service. About midnight, the clouds were
dispersed, and the moon and stars appeared with un-
impaired brilliancy.” Portsmouth Journal, May 20,
1843. Eztract from Stone’s History of Beverly.

As in the case of the dark day, there are still thou-
sands of living witnesses to the above darkening of the
moon, and of the night following the dark day
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"\ough it bemg 63 years ago, many of them were then
but{ small children, Tandf na,tumlly witnesged: Jess of it

“ Eoyptian darknessif D

is remarkable; s, that accor d1n<r o general tcstlmonv,
and the ulmanac for 1780, the moon was but one day
past the full, and there was no eclipse of the sun or
moon during the whole day and night of that-ddrk-
ness, as in case of the sun’s total colipse in America,
June 16, 1806, which caused mueh darkness for a few
minutes only. Neither were there natury al clouds
smoke, or anything else, thus to dfivkteni fhose Tumina-
rigs in 1780, as is evideut from the views then taken of
the darkness, not merely by the weakest, but also, by

some of the strongest minds in. Qonnect:cut and elsc ‘]

where, as already, show
IIX.--¢ Signs inthe Stara."--smrs falling, &e,
And there shall be signs .in the stars ... .
and then shall they sce the Son.of man coming, &e.—

Luke xxi, 25.
The stars shall tall from heaven, and the powers of

the heaven shall be shaken.  And then shall appear
the sign of the Son of man in heaven and
they shall sec the Son of man coming, ' e —Matt. xxiv,
29, 30. ‘Mark xm 25, 26.

And the stars of heayen, fell untq the earth aven
as a fig-tree. casteth her untunely Tor glcen] 11«5 when
she is shaken of a mxghty wmd And the heaven
departed as a seroll . For the great day of
his wrath is come,” &e. —Rov. vi, 13—17.

Fulfilled, once at least, in t/m Jalling stars qf
Novw. 13, 1835. -——()bscrvuhons of the pluuomeuon by
Mr. Honry Daia Wurd, of £his cit_y then residing in
Park Place, published in, and now’ copled, from’ the
New York J ournal of 0011111101 e of Nov. 15, 1833

FQOR THE, JOURVAL OF LOV.IMLRCL

“THE PALLING BTARS. ——In your, pajer Lms mor-
ning, sowme notice is taken of thc phcnommou of )cs—
terday. Tt comey vo fay short 0( the view {aken of it
by m\kclf and a number of ﬁ,muds who f"l/cd upon | |
it with me, th..l: I'seml you the story of that eventful
scene as we witnessed it.

“One of the family aroge at five o’clock, A. M., to
prepare for leaving the city in the seven o *clock
boat. e threw up the window to see whether the
dawnliad come; and behold the Bast was lighted up,
and thv ‘heaveus were dppmently fulling. " Tle rubled
his eyes,first in doubt, but secing on 0\01 y side the
starry fir mamcnt, as It were broken up, and falling
liko the flakes of snow and whitening th skies, he
aroused the whole Lumly At the cry, Look ot of
the w mdo\v’ T sprang from o Qecp slccp, and’ with
wonder , saw the East hohtud aup with tho dawn and
meteors.  The zeuith, the North, and the West, ulso,
showed the: fylling stars, n the very image of one
thing, and of only one, I ever hcard of., 1 called to
my wifeito behold ; and while robmcgJ she exclaimed §

¢ sce how the stars. ﬁ,\ll P 1 yeplied, ¢ that is the won-
der;’ and we felt in our hearts, thab jt was .a sign of.
the last days. For truty:‘the stm's, of heayen fell un-.
to the carth, even as a fig-trec. casteth: hor untimely.
figs, when she is shaken of a.mighty wind.’ Rev. vi,

13. This language of the prophet has always beep
received as metapliorical.  Yesterday it was Literally
fulfilled, The ancients understoed by aster in Greek,

and stello in Latin, t‘le smaller lights of heaven.— | -

l‘he rcnnement of modern astrouomy hag made ‘the
dxstmotmn between .stms of heaven.and metcors of
heaven. 'lherefow the Siden, of the. prophet;.as it ig

expressed,in the original, Greek, was literally fulfill

ed in the phenomenon of yesterday, so.as no man be
fore yesterday had conceived to- be -possible that it
should be fulfilled. The immense size and distance of
the plancts-and fixed stars forbid the idea; of their falli{
ing unto the earth. Targer bodies caniot fallin myr-
inds unto a smaller body ; but most of the planetyand
all the fixed stars aré many ‘times larger: than ‘our
earth, They cinnot fall unto thc earth bat t,hese
fell toward the earth.. E

« And how did they fall 7~ Neither myself, nor one
of the fannly, heard” :my report 5 and were 1 to hunt |
through’ nature for & simile, T cduld not fitid one. 5 g0
apt to rllustrate the a,ppearance of tho heavens, a8

| bim $the sun

that which 8t. John uses, in  the prophecy. befqre
quoted. ‘lta sined firY 258 0 e—&—anotﬁer, ‘It Was:
like, a. shower of fire! Auother, ¢ it witslike Qu(.
large:flakids of falling snc 3, bofofe-§eomitigrstorm, b
large drops of rain before a shower.” I admit the fit-
ness_ of these, for common, aceuracy ; but they come |
far bhort tof the aceuracy pf the ﬁnuw u%ed by~ the |,
prophot. "'The stats of heaven fell unto the carth s
they were not sheets, or flakes, or drops of fire; but
they were what the worldunterstands by ‘falliny
stars,’ and one speaking to hig fellowy:in-the wmidst 6f
the scene, would say, ‘Sce how the starsfall ». And

he who heard -would not, pause; to jgorrect; the. ass

tronomy of tho spem!\er auy moxo tlum he would :e
Ply; “ihe sin ddes” not ‘move, o one Who' shopld
1smg. .The stars. fcll ‘o ‘on ag, a figs,
tree casLeth hol \mmmply ﬁg‘; whm\shc is shaken of
a mighty wind.’ . Hope.is the exactness: of the proph-,
et The f.ﬂlm,g staps did not.come s if from several,
troes’ shakeu, but from one: those which appeared m
‘the Bast fell tnward» thie Wast; those which appeared

in the North fell toward the .Northy thowe svliich]

2.8
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Lappeared in thio West fell toward.the Westy and’|

thoso Which appeared: in the South'(for I went out
of my residence into the Park) fefl thiw ard the .South
And thoy fell not as tie Fipé h*ult fu]lm F ar ﬁom 1t

but they flew, they
at first mfusu, to Jeave
‘& violent preasuzc 1t ’(locs bl‘l,{ll\ xtq hold xt ﬂ1
swiftly, siraight o
tude falling, somn'cz
| are thrown \uth \RoTG or Ie foi cc but oach onc ﬁtUb
ou its own side :of the tree, chh wgs thc Appearance
of the above pheuom{eqon to the mmatw of my house..

I walked into the Park withtwomen of J’w.ll St feeling
and confuksmu that this.scne ]111.(1‘~1,x§\' been, fgured.
to our minds by any book or mortdl, save only thi
prophet. What shodld be next, we were at a Toss to

‘¢onceive, consistdnt with the asnal-¢ourse of Lv*zi‘t 1,

We asked the Watelaan hotw ong this had bctu,
said, ¢ About four-o'elock it wag thickest.””

| éiiie jt as in the beginning.

-overwhelming interest of the scene was such, that
the man who went out of: dpors to: wake hig ne:gh-
; fo¥got his plrpose, in foute as‘ﬁomshment‘ at the
slghlf\:,and one #Who wouldextend his-hand toward a
bell knob, might be drawn from the reach of his de-
sign by the shower of stars that on every side alike
caugﬁb his" atfbntxon, and threatened his head, and
'seerncd to fill all around him.

“Many witnesses did affirm, in the midst of the
seene and -after; ‘that-they-saw- the: stars fall to the
ground 3, bnt,questioned closely, -the fall was behind
the house, or over the fences, and proved so far an op-
tml itlusion.

“The dawh vas a fall hour that morning carlier

<l than-usual; and the whole eastern-sky was- transpas -
{ vent like-molten glass, soas’l nover witnessed beforo

orsince. An open arch of, brilliaunt,light arose from
the cast, aboye. which arch stood the morning star,
inexpressibly glorious for its brillianey.and firmness
on" the. face of the: da.lk transparent and burstmg
firpiament;- :
4T i€ oW nme years since thé foxcfromg communi:
eation was furnished for:the Journal of .Commerce.~
Not & word of the deéscrijition scems to be dverdrawn
mdny things might be added to.fill itnp ;. butitis bet-.
ter for it to remain the honest and candid impression
| of the mind the day after the. scene; than to be dilu-
{'ted with subsequent: reflections.”- The deseription is
- I'right, whatever instruction it- may convey to the rea-
der’s mmd : but the writer’s mind s disposed to re-
_The impressions yere ir-
*mxtiblc, and are abiding. s L
New York, Dec. ’/'ih 1849,
L From the Balmnore Patrwt
“’\IB Munuor -—Bung up this mor mng (Nov.
3\1833) 1 witnesséd one of ‘the most grand .and
11,11 ming speetacles which ever bc;\m@d upon, the eye
of 1 nmn The light iu my voom.was so great, that I
could;see to tell the hour of {he morning by ny w atelr
whichi hung over uy mantle; aiid’ guppoamﬂ that
was 2 fire nbar at n.md, probably on my own
; s, I sprang to the window, and behold the
sta _s ‘or some other bodics presenting a fiery appear-

i

« \\ ¢ ghzed until the nam" gin put "out’ the log”
s fulling “staes,’ with' e Tessiet fixed gtis, 'md
untl the merning “siaf stood 4l m the” E‘tm
to mtwheL the biight *oth’ of ‘Auy! "~ Aund ]y,,j
take the remark of oie'of my Deuds'in méréan:
tile Life, who is as w el 'ufomlqd m pohte learning as |
wost iuteiligent’ merchants oi ar clty, who' ha\(, not |
ndde science their study, ‘thhnfr down to bxeakfast
we spoke of the scene, and., he said, ¢ kept my eyes
fixed on the nioruing stu.l 1 thowught avhile that
stood firm- we were safo ; 5 but lfoayed every mvomont
that.would go: and all vould. go with it Bé-agsur- |-
ed, Messrs..-Kditors;«this. wagithe language'of ‘a-}
ture, in full flow of fecling.just afterian hout’s-watel’
-of - the magnificent scene,” and was et with an opon
vekponse - of approbation‘frotit'othdr inmteiligdnt ey¢:
witnessds, - “The reader Will'dee thiat this vémark pro-
ceeded from an ahnost irrosistible: iinpressmn of mtc’I-
ligent eve-\\htneeses I tho firp ama\t had’ gwu\
way——that_the whole host of stars hiad bxoken Jip—=

yet, hope clung to the mor, mun‘ stmr, thh nc-, u .sbono )

more g}onoua : o
“In th]s nnrmtne I hnve spoken not of causes, but
of appearances, and thq n,ppeamncc,s acqordmg to the,
impressions they made on men.. , [ know. not. hpw to -
€onvey a more aemmtc nofion of them, and yct some
will say; “It is faneiful’ .. Such, may)]\mmr 10y opin:.
ion; that no fancy is adequate tosrealize writh any de- |
scription the solemn:interest of the soene 3 -and that it |
fequired no faney to heighten the picture, burt-ssound, -
welltinformed, and“enfightened’ réagon, to check: the
faney and-to rostrain-if ‘from’ runnmg l{eadlong Anto’
the ides of the’ thing which'thiyeenc i m!it’ic in proph-
ccy to progiiosticnte. e

Mg, WARD, on present inguiry, has fu;rgushed the
followmg s&ddltxonal remmks on, the phenomenon,

“This_ geene astounded. ;men from two, o’clock A
M., until half past $ix, A M,, and yet no, ala«tm was
x’nade, 1o pblic notxce was given, Ihi
lWhy dxd they not aroise_the ci

ance, were descending in torrents ds rapid and-ag nu-
merous as ever I saw flakes of snow, or drops of rain
in the midst of a storm. Occa.siomlly a-large body
of ﬂppmcnt fire would be hurled through the atmos-
phere which, without noise, 8xpldded ; when millions
-of fery pmtxclos would be cast through the sur-
ropnding air. To the eyc’ it presented the appenr-
encc of w Im.t mxght bb cﬂlcd a anmg of fire, for 1
ihi TR R YO(HQ B”
1<mm flle & ulum /ldivocatc ahdl Jaurnal » j)ac 13k,
di ' 183 v
‘J‘hc weteorie phenomenon which ‘ocrurred on tfm
‘moviing of the 13th 50 Novéihber Iast, was of so cx-
tmdx‘dxmr}/ and’ mto:estmé: b3 chamctcr, as to be enti-
tleit té nigre than &’ mCrL. p(mmg notice ...... L
"Fhetiv cl) nnd g ophic Qiseri) ptions y whiich have appear-
cd in' yarious public journals, do not exceed the reali-
ty ‘No language, indced, can como up to the splen-
doy of thut magnihcent dlsplay ;°and I hesitate not'to |
g that no one \vho did not, witness 1t cari form an
quutc conceptwn of its glor;, Tt scemed as if the
wholc stairy heavéns tad” congregatéd ‘at one pomt
near th(. zenith, and were simultancously shooting
forth wn:h the velocity of ‘l1ghtning, 1o every part of
the ho:r 170m 3 and yot they wore not exhaunsted—thou-
sands ‘sw1ftly followid" in thé tracks of thousands, as -
if creuted for' the occasion, smd Hummuted the’ firma-
ment with fines of 1rradmtm0 light.’ ‘Some corrusca- ’
tod jn their-ccourse, and-thus- .connected themselves
mth othexs by hteral paths - of.- brlghtnCSS‘ while
nany sped-their way in btr!nght and’ even lines, and
left Inminou§’ strodlks’ bdhmd them, which contmued‘ :
some. Jsecohds fteld the: meteors % ere )ost in the’ dis-
ANIC0y ‘o1 e\:tmgmshoﬂ i thc deuélty of our atmos—

d
'

: prououqce the ralmng of ‘fire, \qhxch we saW o1 Wed-
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negday morning last, an awful type, & sure forerunner,
s merciful sign of that great and dresdful day, which
the intiabitants.of the earth will witness when the
sixth seal shall be operied. The time is just at hand,
escribed, not only in the New Testament, but in the
0Old. A more correet picture of a fig tree casting its
leaves when blown by a mighty wind, it is not pos-'
sible to behold.’ "—Signs of the Times, Nov. 9, 1842,

“ Same Connecticut Observer, in an article signed
B., respecting Thomas Burnett’s “Theory of the Earth,’
published in 1697. He [Burnett] says, “The last sign
before the coming of Christ is the falling stars.’ He adds
¢ No doubt there will be all sorts of fiery meteorsat that
time, and amongst others, those called falling stars,
though they are not considerable singly, yet if they
were multiplied in great numbers, falling, as the proph-
et says, as leaves from tho vines, or figs from the fig
tree, they would make an astonishing sight.’ *—Zbid.

Extracts from the  People's Magazine,” Boston, Jan.,

1834, on the falling Stars of Nov. 13, 1833.

“The Rockingham, Va., Register,” calls it, ¢ A rain
of fire’—thousands of stars being scen at once ; some
said, it began with a considerable noise.

“The Journal of Commeree” informs, that *three
hundred miles this side of Liverpool, the phenomenon’
was as splendid there as here’—and that in ¢ St. Law-
rence Co.” thore was a snow storm, during the phe-
nomenon, in which the ‘falling stars’ appearcd like
lightning. . . . . That in ¢ Germantown, Pa.’ they
scemed like showers of great hail.

The * Lancaster, Pa., Examiner,” says, ‘The air
was filled with innumerable metcors or. stars . . . .
hundreds of thousands of brilliant bodies might be
seen falling.at every moment . . . . sloping their de-
scent towards the earth, at an angle of about 45 de-
grees, resembling flashes of fire.

“The ‘ Salem Register’ speaks of their being seenin
¢ Moea, in the Red Sca.’

“The ‘Ballimore (azette’ accounts for them, as
¢Solid hodies passing through the regions of the at-
mosphere, with prodigious velocity, producing light
by the electricity they excite.

Some attribute thom to ¢ stones ejected by the vol-
canoes of tle moon, then coming to our earth.’ Others
to the carth’s own volcanoes casting out ‘stones to a
sufficient height to give them centrifugal force cnough
to make them revolve round the carth, until from ac-
cidental causes, thoy fall within its atmosphere.’—
Others consider them ‘so many modifications of elec-
trical agency ; a field which fills all space.’ Others
that they are °gaseous, and when inflamed by some
cause not explained, appear darting through the heav-
ens, generally in various directions.’”

Some of the above extracts, from the People’s Mag-
azine, written at'the time, are important, as they show
the strange character of the phenomenon, and its
wide extent over the world : but with regard to these
clashing theories of their origin, they are doubtless
one as good as another—while they all -seemingly
show their authors as driven to unusual straits, in
their hazarding opinions so at variance with sound
sense, and the first prineiples of philosophy.

From Prof. Olmstead, of Yale College.

The following important brief cxtracts from the
observations of this gentleman and distinguished me-
seorologist, already selected from his"many writings
on the falling stars, T now copy from the Signs of the
Times. Ie says,—

“The extent of the shower of 1833, was such as to
cover no tnconsiderable part of the earth’s surface,
from the middle of the Atlantic on the East, to the
Pacific on the West; and from the northern coast
of South America, to undefined regions among the
British possessions on the North, the exhibition was
visible, and everywhere presented nearly the same
appearance,

“In nearly all places, the metcors began to attract
notice by their unusual frequency as carly as eleven
o’clock, and increaged in numbers and splendor until
about four o’clack, from which time they gradually
declined, but wore visible until lost in the light of
day. Tho meteors did not fly at random over all
parts of the sky, but appeared to emanate from a point

in the constellation Leco, near a star called Gamma
Leonis, in the bend of the sickle.”

This is important testimony, as to the vast extent
of the exhibition of the phenomenon, and also of the
falling stars all emanating from a single point in the
heavens, as represented by the preceding engraving.

“Those who were so fortunate as to witness the
exhibition of shooting stars on the morning of Nov.
13, 1854, probably saw the gréatest display of celes-
tial fire-works that has ever been seen since the crea-
tion of the world, or at least within the annals cover-
ed by the pages of history.”

“T feel assw ed that this is no atmospheric or ter-
restrial -phenomenon, but that these fiery meteors
come to us from the regions of space, and reveal to
us the existence of worlds of a nebulous or cometary
nature, existing in the solar system, and forming con-
stituent parts of that system. Nor are these conclu-
gions built on mere hypothesis, but are necessary in-
ferences from certain facts.

¢ This is no longer to be regarded as a terresirial, but
as a celestial phenomenon; and shooting stars arc
now to be no more viewed as casual productions of
the upper rcgions of the atmosphere, but as visitanis
from other worlds, or from the planetary voids.”

“Subsequent inguiries have led me io the belief,
that the body was so distant as hardly to exhibit any
apparent parallax, but was projected on very ncarly
the same part of the sky, as seen by all observers.—
This fact at once shows thaf the source of the mete-
ors was far beyond the atmosphere, and confirms the
preceding conclusion that it was wholly independent
of the earth.”

According to these just observations, the question
being settled that those falling stars so called, were
wholly independen?; of the earth, and had their origin
beyond its regions, no Where nearer than other'worlds,
or the “planetary voids,” scems at once to put it out
of the reach of science to assign a satisfactory, natural
cause, for the phenomenon, inasmuch as the exhibition
was beyond the reach of the understood laws of mat-
ter.. Had the sight been positively confined to the at-
mosphere, a natural canse might seem indeed pwssible ;
but if now we attempt to assign such a cause foe these
“yisitants {rom other worlds,” we must needs first
become acquainted with the sciemce of matter in
those worlds, in order to give the true cause.

GENERAL OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.

Oss. I.—Some have, objected to our position, in gen-
eral, by saying that the foregoing prophecies of % won-
ders,” &c., were flgurative, and to be fulfilled in the
downfall or darkening of the glory of certain human
monarchs, &c., as great political lights; and others
that they have had their fulfillment in the datkening
of the light of the gospel, or the church, in certain pe-
riods of the triumph of infidelity.

But certainly, this is wholly unauthorized by serip-
ture, and based on the gross principle that the fore-
told scenes of the judgment are not to be literally un-
derstood, but rather as prefiguring mere secular or
temporal events. And were we to follow this prinai-
ple out, it would force us at once on to the sweeping
rule of interpretation, as already published by many
in high stations, that the Old Testament in particular
is silent on the subject of the judgment and future
state, which principle I must repudiate as a heresy of
the worst character.

OBs. IL—Tt is objected. that Peter in saying—
“ This is that which was spoken by the prophet Jo-
el,” has sottled the question that ihese s0 called “ won-
ders in the heavens,”’ were all fulfilled in the peuring
out of God’s Spirit on pentecost day, because as the ob-
jector, says, he mentions these “wonders” also, as be-
ing what Joel foretold, and were then fulfilled.— Acts,
i, 1620,

I angwer, by saying, that Peter, in affirming that
the pouring out of God’s Spirit, as then wonderfully
witnessed, was what was foretold “by the prophet
Joel,”’ did not say that the whole conncction of Joel’s
ptophecy which he then quoted, was fulfilled on that
occasion. And what reflecting mind would suppose,
that Peter in proving simply, that the apostles were

not © filled with new wine,” as then accused, would
attempt to do it, by telling the astonished multitude,
that the power of the Spirit which they were then wit-
nessing, was foretold -by Joel in the figurative lan-
guage of “ wonders™seen “in the heuvens”—* Blood
and fire, and pillars of smoke,” darkening of the
sun, &¢. And why should it be necessary at all to
foretell that effusion of the Spirit in figurative lan-
guage, when it was first already most clearly foretold
in literal language? And if to be foretold in figura-
tive language, why should figures be chosen, so calcu-

| lated, as these would be, to deceive the people ?

Oss. IIL—It is often objected, that according to@he
history of Joseprus, these forctold “wonders in the
heavens” had a literal fulfillment in such things be-
ing actually seen at Jerusalem, shortly before its de-
struction by the Roman army about forty years after
the crucifixion of Christ.

In answering this, I would only say, that admitting
the full anthenticity of this popular history, it certain-
ly fails of proving the assertion herc made in the ob-
Jjection, inasmuch as it ‘does not speak of such sights
seen at that time, as those foretold in prophecy, and
are since recently fulfilled in history. The “wonders
in heaven’ spoken of by Josephus, ag scen previous
to Jerusalem’s destruction, were, that

. “There was a star resembling a sword which stood
over the eity, and & comet that continued a whole
year Chariots and troops of soldiers were
scen running about in the clouds, and surrounding
cities,

At the ninth hour of the night, a light shone round
the altar and the holy house, so that it appeared to
be bright day time, which lasted for half an hour.)—
Josephus® Jewish Wars, Book VI. Chap. V.

These are all the “ wonders” seen “ in the heavens”
before the siege of Jerusalem, which are méntioned in
Josephus’ history of these things ; and they are cer-
tainly not the same as quoted from the prophets un-
der the first three general heads of this treatise. These
prophecies then, were not fulfilled 1800 years ago,
but are recently come to pass.

Ozps. IV.—It has of late, been published in several
of our religious periodicals, that many of these phe-
nomena of the heavens have already been scen quite
too long—that they have not been seen sufficiently
all at once—that they have not been sufficiently seen
by all the inhabitants of the earth; and that they
have not been sufficiently calculated to impress strong
minds with the conviction of their being wonderful,
to give them a fitness to be considered as signs of the
Jjudgment at hand.

To this T must say, that it is all of it but mere hu-
man assertion, and unauthorized by scripture, while
positive facts, sound philosophy, and the scriptures,
are understood to condemn it. With regard to the
necessity of their coming to pass all at once, Christ has
rather assured us that they must come to pass grad
ually or not all at once; in saying, " When these
things begin to coma to pass,” &c. Luke xxi, 28.—
and surely their having begun to come to pass in sights
of “blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke,” more than
a hundred years ago, is no more proof that the des-
truction of the wicked by fire, is not now at hand,
than such an argument would be, that the living
wicked were not soon to be destroyed by water, when
Noah’s “120 ycars” were just out, simply because
God had given him so much time, in which to pre-
‘pare for the coming flood. With regard to their not
having impressed strong.minds, &c., we sce by the
foregoing testimony that many among the strongest
minds have been impressed and even made to tremble
on first witnessing these foretold wonders. And in
proof that it so continues, T mention the deep oppos-
ing public interest now felt on this subject.

e ee— e

“Now learn a parable of the fig-tree; when his
braneh is:-yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye
-know that summer is nigh: so likewise ye, when ye
shall see all these things, KNOW that it is near, even
at the doors.,” Matt. xxiv, 32, 33.
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T Sunctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.”
IS Sovidusis siv Suint Su Aburbiv o sl
ROCHESTER, THURSDAY, OCT. 28, 1862.

Modern Phenomena of the Heavemns,

WaAT we have pubhshed on this subjeet is from a
tract of 48 pages by Henry Jones, published in 1843,

Many of our readers have but recently had their
minds ealled to the subject of the Second Advent.—
Such will be much interested, and we trust strength-
ened, by these facts relative to modern phcnomem of
the heavens But we have not published them for
this class alone. It will be cheering to all our read-
ers who love the appearing of Jesus, to again exam-
ine those signs by which we were to know that the
coming of the Lord was near, even at the doors.

Infidelity says, that nothing may be known relative
to the period of the Second Advent. Faitl: rests with
confidence upon the words of our Lord :—¢ Now learn
a parable of the fig-trce; When his braneh is
yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, yo know that
summer js nigh ; <o hikewise ye, when ye shall sec all
these things, know that it [marnin, he] is near, even
at the doors.”  Matt. xxiv, 32, 33.

This was the great object of our Lord, in naming
the signs of the Advent, that his Church might know
that his coming was near. It was not to perplex his
people, but that they might krow, and warn the world,
as did Noah, of its approaching destruction. We ask
those who think we are to know nothing of the period
of the Advent, What is the design of the foretold
signs? Let them give any other reason, if they ean,
than that *he church might know that the Advent was
near, and warn the world. But how near ? Why,
“even at the doors.” A friend of ours might be com-
ing, yot a thousand miles off; he might be near, yot
twenty miles off. Butif e should be “near even at
the doors,” we should 4t once rise, open the door, and
welcome our friend into the house.

We may now know that our Loxd is coming, that
he is near,and more, that heis “ even at the doors.”—
Are we ready to welcome our dear Saviour? Docs
the fact that he is at the door, fill us with joy?

Render, do you love this world more than you love
the appearing of Jesus? If you do, your caseis a
fearful one. The judgment is upon you, Christ is com-
ing; he is at the door. O, get ready to welcome the
dear Saviour.

The State of the Cause
In this city is cncouraging. Probably there is as
much prejudice against the Sabbath of the Bible here,
as in any place, yet the cause of truth is advancing.

This prejudice has been raised in the minds of the
Advent brethren, by those who teach them thnt there
is no Sabbath for the gospel dispensation, and that it
is extremnely dangerous to kecp one, that those who
do, fall from gracc and expose themselves to “irretrivr-
able ruim.”  And in order to hindder thom from hear-
ing for themselves, and investigating the Sabbath ques-
tion, they liave been told that these Sabbath-keepers
arc full of mesmicrismi; and hear-say stories of the
fanlts of individuals have been repeated (even from
the desk) to complete the work of filling the mind
with erue] prejudice.

But notwithstanding all this, the prejudice is prad-
ually giving way, and several have recently emhbuiced
the Sabbath. Some who have formerly opposed
strongly, now rejoice in it A fow weeks since, tiny
viewed it a yole of bondage, now they *eail the Sah-
bath a delight, the holy of the Lovd, bonorable,”’—
Thovgh they opposed the truth, they did it ax Paul
says, “ignorantly,” before examining the subject, ac-
ting under the influence of the no-Sabbath teachers.

Last Sabbath our meeting was excellent. Tt was a
melting, heavenly scason. We were cheered by sov-
eral decided testimonics from those who have recently
embraced the present truth. In the afterncon and
evening of last First-day we spoke to quite a number
who assembled at Bro. Orton’s.  'We believe that the
Lord will add to our number many precious soulsy
and we hope soon to have a more convenicnt place of
worship.

To the Saints Soattered Abroud.

Dear Frienps IN Crrig? i—-My heart y carns over
the scattered remnant of God’s peeled people, while
I reflect upon the many devices of the Devil, and
snaroes set by him, to deceive, catch and destroy these
who would serve God.

The unhallowed influences of dark spirits have thick-
ened fast during a few years past. Paul hath said,
(speaking of the last days,) “wicked men and scdue-
ers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being de-
ceived.”  Again he said, “that in the latter times some
shall depart from tho faith, (faith of Jesus,) giving
heed to seducing spirits and doetrines of devils.”’—
WhenT lookinto the periodicals of the day, and see in
most of them, something said about the signs and won-
ders now aecomplished by rapology, mesmerisi, &e., I
am confident the ¢ devil has come down having great
wrath knowing that hie hath but a short time.’—
There is seemingly almost every thing in the world,
at the present day, that art and devils can invent to
captivate the soul, steal the affections, and draw the
mind away from God and heaven,

My soul longs after the afflicted and poor péo-
ple, who arc “sighing over the abominations (or
works of the devil) in the land.” “ My heart’s de-
sire and prayer to God is,” that his people may not
be deceived by any of those “spirits of dovils,” or
nien who do not speak “according {o the law and
the testimony.” T wrestle with Giod that his people
“be not overcharged with the carcs of this life,” and that
they fail not of a present sulvation from sin, and a per-
feet preparation to stand in the last, mighty conflict that
God’s saints will soon have with the image of the
beast. We shall need to be well equipped for the
battle, and thoroughly acquainted with the weapons
(word of Grorl) of our warfare, if e woukd be victors
in the final struggle.

Woudd it not be wisdom in us now to make the most
diligent use of all the means of graee within our reach,
and avail ourselves of every privilege which God shall
give us, to provide for ourselves & cov ering, a safe re-
treat, sure-ludmg place against the day of wrath, the
day of this world’s doom, that day ¢ when all nature
shall sivuggle in the pangs of death.”

0,1et us seck, day by day, with unwearied zeal
and diligence to know and obey the whole truth of
Crod, that we may indeed be sealed or marked, that
no plague come unigh our dwelling. Our moments
are none to many, if they all should (with the wis-
dom of the Lord) be used to the best advautage, in
bringing our senses, our faculties, our members, and
finally, our entire being into subjection to the will of
(xod. 1 am sure God’s word requires us to be holy,
ud without faunlt, like the first (roie, and that we
lift up to him holy hands without wrath or doubting.
We must render to God, our bodics, living sacrifives,

holy and acceptable \\'hich is our rcasonable serviee. |

We must draw nearer and nearer to God by active
fuith (a faith made perfeet by works) in Chuist till
we reflect (iu & comparative degree) all the graces,
characteristics, and adnirable comeliness of him who
is our perfect pattern, and who is the express image
of his Father’s person. This is a great work, but it
must be accomplished ; for it is written, “without Lio-
Iness no man can see the Lord.” *#1le thab can receive
it let Iim receiveit.” Iam sure that the “ grace of God
is sufficient for us,” while we strive fo accomplish this
areat and glorious work of transforming our 1inds, in-
hemind of Christ.  'We must grow in grace and
in the knowlecge of the truth till we come to a per-
{firct man, unto the measure of the stature of the ful-
ness of Ohrist. What a vast work musb be done for
uz before we can abide the day of his coming or stand
when he appeareth.  How sublime and awfully grand
wiil he the scenes of the day of his coming, and the
change from mortal to immortality at bis appearing.
Immortality ! How sweet the worl.  Can such poor
worms as we obtain it ? Through Christ, who brought
life and immortality to light, we may. Decarly be-
loved, do let us willingly and cheerfully “ labor to cn-
ter into that rest which remains for the people of God.”
Let us make every effort to save ourselves and oth-
ers, Do meditate on these things day and night—
Let us willingly sacrifice ease, pleasure; pride, the

love of the world, earthly friends, and count all
thinge earthly but dross if we may but win Christ,
and dwell for ever with God and his angels. Heaven
i a glorious place, and can only be purchased at the
expense of all sublunary things. *Except a man for-
sake all that ho hath, he cannot be my disciple,” saith
Jesus,

The above few lines express some of my medita-
tions, feelings and faith, I am fully resolved by the
grace of God, to win Christ, and see the inside of the
New Jerusalem, and with unveiled eyes gaze with ad-
miration upon our adorable Redeemer, and mingle
eternally my highest note in songs of praise to God,
with caints and angels.

Will you go with me to the holy land, and view
the celestial plains, and fruitful fields of earth renew-
ed? Will you meet me there, and cat bread and
drink wine with the exalted Son of God, and dwell
for ever amid the glories of Paradise restored 7 Then
gird on the whole armor of God and live by all his
word. Will you have all your senses and facultics
refined and glorified, and eternally satiated with the
riches, beauty, musie and consummate bliss and glory
of heaven? Then fall in love with God and his law,
and Jesus and his faith, and you may enter in through
the gates into the City. While T write, my soul is
wrapped up by faith, in bright views of the future,
while my heart and flesh cry out after the living
God. O, what arc all our sufferings here, if we can
but only enter there ?

Your servant in Christ, 8. W. Ruobes.

[Tur ninth anniversary of thé American Sabbath Tract So-
ciety, was held September 13th. The report of tho Board
states, that during,the past year the Society’s series of sixteen
Tracts have heen thoroughly revisod and stereotyped. The
follewing letter from Mr. Begg to the Directors and Membors
of this Socioty was read, which we copy from the Sabbath
Recorder.]

Dear BrReTuren :—I desire to express thankful-
ness on your account, and prayer in your behalf. I
give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Churist, that he hath put it into your hoarts, and af-
forded to you the means and opportunity, of being
fellow-workers with Him in recalling men to the en-
joyment of the blessing that there is in truly remem-
bering the Sabbath day to keep it holy; and 1 pray
that grace may be given unto you all, enabling you to
approve yourselves unto those for whose enlighton-
ment you have combined, as “a band of men whose
hearts God hath touched.”

When Tsracl was faithful in the observance of thé
Sabbath, it was “« sign” that the Lord did sanctify
them, Tt still remains so in vegard to “the sons of
the stranger that join themselves to the Lord, to serve
him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be his ser-
vants, every one that keepeth the Sabbath from pol-
luting it.” More is thns demanded of us than acqui-
ezcence in the soundness of the argument, or the clear-
ness of the evidence, by which the truth concerning it
is established. Even the truth may be held in un-
righteousness, through men’s practice not according
with their convietions. The blessing is in Aeeping
the Sabbath from polluting 4f. Tt is this which
makes it the sign, as it is this which constitutes it a test.
In regard to the belief of doctrine which makes no im-
mediate demand npon the external conduct, when the
Jjudgment is convinced, there is nothing to prevent an
immediate avowal. But the keeping of the Sabbath
aright is an evidence of faith and love, their possession
being requisite to enable'a man to submit himself to
the practicat inflnence of God’s commandment, so as
to be sanctificd by him.

It is to this, dear brethren, let us cver bear in re-
membrance, that all our efforts mmst be directed,
while endeavoring to lead men to & knowledge of the
truth. Faith must, however, be based on the word of
God, as practicc must follow or accompany faith, An
intellectual perception of the will and purpose of the
Most High may be aided by a clear exhibition of the
Scripture statements on the subject of the Sabbath ;
and remonstrance may be addressed wherever there
is the unfaithfulness which the neglect or perversion
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of the Sabbath in;jilieé Some err from ignorance on-
Iy ;. others are obstinately wedded to the error they
have adopted. Yet, in all, conscience hath place; and
the Spirit that inspired the Word is still capable of
making it effectual in the human heart. Christ him-
golf, and Peter, and Paul, and all the holy men of God,
reakoned out of the Scriptures, and when this is right-
ly done, we are still encouraged to hope that with us
as with them, some will attend to the things spoken,
the Lord opening their hearts thereunto.

As of old, when the law of God was made void by
human traditions, so is it still, even among the people
of God, In some cases, so inveterate is tho ovil, that
the distinction between the law of the Lord and the
tradition by which it is overlaid and concealed, is
wholly destroyed. Men have come to receive the
word of their fellow-men as if it were the word of the
living God; and, often uuconsciously, they expose
themselves to the threatened work of judgment by the
Lord upon those of whom he says, ¢ Their fear to-
ward me is taught by the precept of men,”  And yet,
not only is the imagined change of the Sabbath a mere
tradition, but the tradition itself is that of a confessed-
1y corrupt church. Still more remarkable is it, that
the warning of an inspired Apostle—and he the Apos-
tle of the Gentiles—that there should come  afalling

away’'~—should have so failed in pufting the gureh,

upon her guard against resting any thing on sucl tra-
dition. Surely, in such circumstances, the friends of the
Redesmer ought to have becn more upon their guard
against the danger to which their faith and practice
were exposed by the too ready reception of the tradi-
tions of a church on which inspiration has thus placed
the brand of apostasy. But the wurning was little
hecded, and has had little influence on the practice *of
those for whose guidanece it was designed.

Apart even from the apostolic warning, it might
well have cxcited doubts and fears as to the accept-
anée of the traditionary Sabbath, to find that even the
less faithful Beclesiastical Historians of a subsequent
age distinctly intimate that the churches of Rome and
Alexandria wero the first to abandon the divinely-ap-
pointed Sabbath—Rome and Alexandria having been
the grand nurseries of most of the heresies with which
the church of Christ was so carly overrun! Eeclesi-
astical Councils of a later date authoritatively legisla~
ted for the perpetuation of this and other errors; and
as Rome attained that place of power and influence,
over the west especially, to which her ambition had
50 long aspired, the memorial of God’s ereation rest was
decried as Jewish, while Sunday and saints’ days were
exalted to a place to which, according to theword of God
they have no rightful claim. Thus thesc days of hu-
man appointment, first put.ai terms of equality with
the Sabbath of the Lord, atterwards usurped its place,
and anathemas were nttered against all who, in rev-
erence of the law of their Lord and example of their
Saviour, refused to allow tradition to thrust aside eter-
nal trath.

Ages of superstition confirmed the false position
which had thus been assamed; and the Council of
Trent, looking back upon what Rome had done, de-
clared ( Catechism, Quest. xviii) that ““it hath pleas-
od the Church of God, in her wisdom, that the reli-
gious celchration of the Sabbath day should be trans-
forred to the Lord’s day.” ¢ We also learn from the
sacred volume,” they indeed add, as one of the reasons
of transfelcnco, but without citing chapter or verse,
“ that thé first day of the week was ' held sacred be-
cause on that day the ereationof the world commenced.”
The sacred volu.we speaks of the Sabbath in connec-
tion with the finishing of creation, not its commence~
ment; but snch was the ¢ wisdom” of a General
Council of a Church under “strong delusion, that they
should bbleve a lie beeause they received not the
love of the truth, but had pleasure in-unrighteousness.
Other days, accordingly, says the Council of Trent
besides those in honor of the mysteries of our redemp-
iion, were instituted, the first of which are ‘‘those ded-
icated to the most blessed virgin Mother ; and also to

the Apostles, Martyrs, and the other saints reigning
with Christ”? (Buckley’s Translation, pp. 398,399.)
The example and admonition of saints are despised,
while their names are used to sanction evils against
which they protest!

Imperfect was the Reformation towards which the
faith and devotedness of Luther so signally contribu-
ted. With  his whole heart bent on restoring to its
place the doctrine of justification by faith, the Sabbath
of the Loxd had little other place in his creed, that it
had réceived in that of the Church which he denounc-
ed as otherwise so corrupt. Calvin followed, in the
aim at reformation. More strict in some respects,
and more distinguished for logic than for love, he also
failed to discover the delusions which had prevailed as
to the day and design of the Sabbath, and was as lit-
tle disposed to return to the position regarding it from
whfich Rome had so sadly swerved. Neither he nor
Buther recognized any day as now specially sanctified
and blessed of God, Any day, in their estimation, was
equally good with that which alone the Lord had
chosen, for the edification of the Church and preach-
ing to sinners—and to these ends alone, irrespective
of the glory of Him who made the world, did they
cunfine their contemplation of its purpose.

The inconsistency of allowing such scope to human
caprice m dealing with a divine appointment, was too
obvious to escape attention ; and at a still later peri-
od, England gave consolidation to the apostasy by mis-
applying to the day of the Church’s adoption all the
sacred sanctions of God’s law. Affirming that divinely
the ehange had been made, and calling Sunday the
Sabbath, the injunction of the fourth commandment is
now read in conneetion with the first day of the week
instead of the seventh. The promises of God to Sab-
bath observence, and the terrors of the Lord dissuad-
ing from Sabbath desceration, are used unhesitatingly
in the present day, to sustain a self-evidently false pro-
position.

Under the air or conndenee with which this is done,
however, the intelligent observer can scarcely fail to
perceive that there are misgivings of the soundness of
the law and the logic enunciated.  There is an unwill-
ingness to argue on the subject of the alledged change ;
a confession of the want of direct evidence in its sup-
port, a pleading of general practice, or the assump-
tion that it matters not which day we observe—and
all this by men zealous for the maintenance of a day
unsanctioned by the Word. “To the law and to the
testimony ; if they speak not according to this Word,
it is because there is no truth in them.” 1In the light
of the Lord, and the might of his grace, be it our aim
and prayer, my dear brethien, to be enabled to rend
away the veil from many hearts. . A wide:spread con-
federacy has been robling the Redeemer of his glory,
under a plea of exalting his name. e who on carth
exelaimed, “ Think not that T am come to destroy the
law or the prophets,”” hath not the less love to either,
that he is now in glory. In his wordand by his prov-
idence he again inquires, “ Who is on the Lord’a side 2
Be it our part to be ever willing to be yie'#ed to his
hand, and to avail ourselves of all opportunitics for
the advancement of his truth. The printed page, com-
posed in prayerful spirit, may be read in secret, and
be meditated in silence, and be given effect to, in the
heax-t, when the ear has been closed against the preach-
er’s voice. The message of love and truth may be

‘borne, too, beyond the réach of your own obgervation,

watched over by Him who distinguishes between the
chaff and the wheat, and the fruit of all your labor
may never be seen until the day of the appearing of
the Lord we love and serve. 'That it may then beac-
cepred and abundant, is the prayer of, dear brethren.

Yours in the love of*the truth,

J. A. Brda.
b Argyll Arcade, Glassgow, August 27th, 1852.
— e eet—

“Blessed are they that do his eommandments, that

they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter

in through the gates into the city.,” Rev. xxii, 14,

[Tuk following communication from Bro. Loughborough
will be read with much interest. His dase is one smong the
many of prejudice existing against our position, till the light
of truth breaks into the mind. We have formed a happy ac-

t;uainta.nce with this dear brother. He commenced preack-

ing when quite young. May God bless him abundantly in the
discharge of hig duty.}
From Bre. Loughborough.
Dgear Bro. WaITe:—1 would like (by the help of
Godwto say a few words to the saints scattered

abroad.
Some four and a half years since, T heard the first

and second angels’ messages, and became satisfied
that the coming of the Lord was at hand. This was
my first profession to know theloveof Christ. No soon-
er had I settled my mind in regard to baptism, than
I began to feel the worth of souls, and was constrain-
ed, by the Spirit of God, to go out and proclaim the
note of warning, “ Fear God and give glory to him,
for the hour of his judgment is come,”

I endeavored to go out trusting in God. Ifelt blest
in endeavoring to let shine what light I had, but still
saw but little fruit of my labor, and felt that there
was something lacking. T could not reach the hearts
of the people as [ wished to. I continued in this con-
dition till about one year since, when my mind was
ealled to the snbject of the two-horned beast, and the
time of trouble. T became satisfied that both were in
the future, but supposed that they were to be fulfill-
ed by Papacy. The fore part of last Winter I had
some conversation with Bro. Edson on the subject,
and became satisfied that the United States, (civil and
ccelesiastical) is the two-horned beast. DBut still I
did not sec the commandments.

Last Summer I was invited to examine the subject
of the Sabbath, but I was mind full of prejudice, so
that the trath did not reach me.

During the time of the last conference of Sabbath-
keepers, held in this city, I was invited to attend and
hear on the subject of the third angel’s message, the
Sabbath, &¢. I declined, plainly stating that I would
not attend the meeting. But afterwards my heart
condemned me, and on First-day I went to hear.—
My mind was arrested by the Spirit of God. I could
not keep away from the meeting, nor resist the pow-

er of arguments presented.
I had always supposed that there was but one law,

and that done away in Christ. Still this position
looked as. though God changed, and it confused me.
But thank God, when I saw the two laws, all was
plain. Then I could understand Paul, when speak-
ing of falling from grace, by keeping the law of ordi-
nances, and how the law that contained the command-
ments, could remain holy, just and good.

I had supposcd therc was no Sabbath, and, there-
fore, observed none. DBut when the temple of the
tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened to
my mind, the first thing I saw wasg the command-
ments under the mercy-seaf, and now the Sabbath to
me is a delight, and I love to keep Grod’s holy law.

My mind has rested, from the first, on the history
of the church I saw that she had been persecuted
in all agds; and the question arose, Are God’s people
to escape in the last age of the world, without perse-
cution? I began to search, and this solemn express-
ion of scripture pressed upon my mind: “ There (at
the time Christ is to be revealed) shall be a time of
trouble such as never was.” But of those who have
kept God’s word, it issaid: “T also will keep thee.”

May God help to sound the note of wfrning. Isee
my duty. My heart is full. And God lielping, I will
do my duty. I hope those who have faith, will re-
member me, as T endeavor to speak the truth to my
follow men. May God’s Spirit accompany the word.

I thank God that a goodly number in this oty are
keeping the Sabbath, and more are investigating.—
Brethren, be strong in faith, giving glory to God, for
what he has promised, he will perform. Amen.

J. N. LouaHBoROUGH.

Rochester, N. Y., Oct, 25th, 1852.

e —

“Hg that goeth forth an@weepeth bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again with reJoxoxng, bring-
ing hlS sheaves with him.” Ps. cxxvi, 6.
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HEAVENLY OBJECTS.
BY H. &. GURNEY.

Gop is an cternal source of wisdom, goodness and
truth, and worthy of praise from all intelligent be—
ings. The highest order of intelligencies werc created
for his praise, to surround his throne.

Before the fall of man, all the heavenly hosts united
in one song of praise and adoration, in view of God’s
perfection of beauty, glorious power, handi-work, &c.,
when therc was nothing to mar it. Tven ¢ the mgrn-
ing stars sang together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy.” How perfect the order and hay-
mony, beyond description! But soon the scene was
changed. Man, who “was made a little lower thau
the angels,” transgressed a law, and falls into a most
miserable state, under the sentence of death, and the
curse begius to devour the carth. Now the sang of
ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of
thousands of angels is interrupted, in view of the evil
consequences of disobedience. But soon the plan of
redemption begins to be developed, and the angels
manifest their interest, in that they beeame minister-
ing spirits to those who should reap the benefit of
such aplan.  God be praised for such manifest tokens
of condeseension.  Grod has oftenn manifested himsell
to men through the medium of angels, revealing his
will, giving warning of danger and judgments upon
the disobedient.
people, is thus revealed,

How consoling the thought, that the angels of God
encamp around abont them that fear him. Angels
have always been intorested for man’s best good.—
Redemption from the curse has been the theme of an-
gels and all good men. As the plan has progressed,
angels have more particularly manifested their inter-
est. When the history of the world was revealed to
Daniel, and in particular, the plan of reder:ption, the
highest order of angels were consulted. When tho
time camc for the promised seed to he manifested, the
sugels, or sons of God again shout for joy ; they sing
“glory to God in the highest.”  Why is this rejoie-
ing in heaven? The plan of redemption does not
save the multitude of the heavenly hosts, for they need
no redemption. Then it is not that thoy have lost
any thing they expect to gain, but it is a disinterested
regard for man’s best good. Sceking the good of
mankind without regard to their own personat inter-
est. Hence, they leave the heaven of heavens, the
realms of celestial glory, and descend to carth, to be-
come guardians of Grod’s afflicted people. Deter, when
eontemplating the plan of redemption, says, ¥ which
things the angels desired to look into.”

The time is very near, when cvery intelligent living
oreature, will unite in one song, saying, blessing, and
honor,"and glory, and power be unto him that sitteth
on the throne, and unto the Lab for ever and over,
Sucha united songis now interrupted in consequence of
the interest among the heavenly hosts. for man’s sal-
vation. They are made to sympathize with man’s
fallen state, in unison with Christ’s winistration in
the Heavenly Sanctuary.

Jesus said at one time, he coull command more

than twelve legions of angels.  The innumerable eom-
pany is soon to be called Loguther. to deseend with
Jesus, and gather his elect from the four corners of
the carth. No doubt the most perfuct order will be
regarded. Such a scene must {ranscend all that mor-
tals can eonceive,  Shall we hehold such a seene, and
e changed Inlo the glovious imaee of the Son of (og,
in all the glory of his father? Yea, more, to share
with him in the everlasting inhevitance,

0, glorious hope ! O, hlast abeda!
Shall I be there, aud Itko miy Gud ??

The apostle Paul has said, “set your affections on
things above,”  Tnspiration scts before us an ohject
of atlraction worthy of onr bext endeavors, our af-
foctions cntively. God has promised the dominion
of the kingdoms of this world to the saints of the Most
ITigh, with the curse and its consequent evilsremoved.
But what is there in Iicaven worthy of our affections ?
e that has promised, andis faithful, is located above.
“For ho hath looked down from the height of his
Sanctuary ; from heaven did the Lord bchold the

God’s special care for his trusting | %

earth.” * Ps. cii, 19. He dwells in light. which no
man can approach unto. Our great and glorious
High Priest, a minister, rendering service in the Sanc-
tuary which the Lord pitched, is distinctly with the
Father, and above. See Acts vii, 85. The different
order of angels have their location above, crented for
purposes infinately glorious, above the condition of
man. I am speaking of literal things. It would be
foolishness to talk of setting my affections on shiadows.
The “natural” have a body 80 do the “spiritual”
1 Cor. xv, 44.

“The Lorp is in his holy temple, the Lorn’s throne
is in heaven.” DPs. xi, 4. “I{is throne is like the fiery
flame.” Dan. vil, 9. “Jesus sits in it.” Rev. iii,
21, The highest order of angels bow before it, in
deep adoration, while another order sing axonnd jt.—
Rev, v, 11—14.

Ievein ix brought to view the most perfeet order
which, certainly, can never be interrupted. “Sin can
never frustrate the order of lieaven.

The Uity for which Abraham looked, whose builder
and maker is God, built of a variety of the most su-
perior matevials, glorions beyond desoription, the
Lride adorned, the Tamb’s wife, the mother of us all,
is ahove.

Said Jesus, to eomfort his disciples, **[n my Fath-
er’s honse are many mansions; if' it were not so, /
told you. T go to prepave a place for you.
and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you unto myself, that where § am,
there ye may be also.” John xiv, 1—3. Al these
things are reserved in heaven for the faithfal children
of Grod.

West Warcham, Mass., Oct. 3d, 1852,

— e ee— .

LETTERS.

From Bistor Calkins,

Dear Bro, Warre :—When T realize the goodness
and overruling power of (fod in leading my feot into
the strait and narrow path, I, truly feel that I am a
monument of his mercy.

In the Winter of 1843 and 1844, a sinall tract was
providentinlly placed in my hands, a publication of
Bro. Fitch. I read it over and over, and it was sweet
to my taste. I commenced searching my Bible with
an encrgy that I had never before felt, Living ina
secluded place, I knew nothing of the Advent move-
nment, and in the Summer of 1844, the Lord saw fit to
place me where T must lot go of the Bible as the rule
of my fuith and praetice, or leave the church. He
enabled me to trust in his word, and to leave the Bap-
tist chureh, with which [ had been urited twenty-six
years, and which [ dearly loved. e gave me grace
and strength *o stand, as it were alone, while my un-
known brethren were tosged npon the waves of dis-
appointment and trials of various kinds. Thus the
Lord knows and trics his children ; for many shall be
tried and made white.

Tn the Winterof 1830, . Miller-Jr. came to our place
and delivered several leetures. T soon found myself
united with abont twenty-five who professed the love
of Christ’s appearing. Dut when T saw that T niust
keep all the commmandinents of God; T must again be
wevered flwm those most dear 5 yet theve are o fow of
that nuinber that are willing to obey tod, in spite of

a scoffing world, for which I can truly praise the

Lord.

0, how my heart has been pained to see the scoffs
and cruel misrepresentations in the Harbinger, both
of the word of Giod, and those that proclaim it.

Bro. Bates was al our house when the conversatiqn
referred to in the Harbinger, vnder the ecaption of
“Vain Talkers,” took place. Brn. D. Hewett, A, A.
Podge, my husband and myselfl were precent, and
did not licar Bro. Ratex make any such cxpressions
as he was charged with, A promirenous conversation
took place about tie Jlurbinger being a dear paper,
and kid. Marsh ma,]\ing a profit in the business. By
what means 11. C. Mason could have got hisimpress-
ion, T know not,

Brn. Rhodes and Cage have been represanted in (he
Harbinger as being wolves in sheep’s clothing, for
advising people to stop that paper withoui paying for
it. Bro. Rhodes is a stranger to me, but Bro. ('ase

has taken a very different course, so far as I am ac-
quainted, by advising those in these parts to pay to
the uttermost farthing, and give no occasion to be evil
spoken of, save for the truths sake. But let us not
render railing for railing, but contrariwise, blessing.
Let us be patient, and establish our hearts, for the
coming of the Lord draweth nigh. They that have
pure hearts, and clean hands shall abide in my taber-
nacle, and dwell in my holy hill, saith the Lord.

May the Lord help us to do his commandments,
that we may, have right to the trec of life, and enter
in through the gates into the City.

Minerva M. CALKINS.

Climaz, Prairie, Mich., Oct. 4th, 1852.

DEear Bro. WHiTE :—Although a stranger in per-
son, yet I feel to express my grateful thanks, through
the medium of your paper, to some friend unknown
to me, for sending the Review and Herald. Blessed
messenger of truth, how it cheers and comforts me
on my lonely way. Two years ago last Winter T re~
ceived light on the Sabbath question for the first time.
T heard you preach on the commandments at the
house of Bro. Wm. Beehe in Lorain.  You there gave
me & pamphlet on the subject. 1 took it and com-
pared it with my Bible, and found T was violating

Yod’s holy law 3 “ for whaosover shall keep the whole
law gqnd yet offend in one point, he is gnilty of all.,”
James i, 10. T was at {his tiine on a visit with my
fiiends, and after my return to my home in Wiscon-
sin, I commenced keeping the seventh day as a Sab-
bath holy unto the Lord; and 1 feel to thank and
praisc his name that T have been led to see this glori-
ous truth. I have no opportunity of attending mcet-
ings with those of like precious faith with myself, or
the privilege of hearing any of iy brethren preach on
the present truth. There are but two Advent sisters
in this place, anil they do not view the Sabbath as T
do.  With my Bible and the Review, I am convinced
that now is the scaling time for God’s people. And
though I mect with wproach and opposition I hope
to be one of the few that shall be found keeping the
commandments, and having the faith of Jesue,

Yours in lmln of cternal life, JANE ONEIL.

Llymouth, 1is., Oct. 2d, 1852,

From Bro, Bwact.

Dear Bro. Witk :—I can say of a truth that {
feel thankful to our heavenly Father for numbering
onr whole family with those that keep the command-
ments of God. - All praise be to the Most High.

Our dearly beloved Bro. Bales, who has so long
stood in frout of the battle, has just left us for the
Bast. Our gonls have heen fod with meat in due
seagon, while hearing lima expluin the Seriptures of
trath. O, may the Lord speed the messengers on
their way, in search of those who have been scattered
on the mountains of Terael. T am well aware that
they have much to pass through, but I would say,
hold fast a little longer. e that mustereth the hosts
of the battle will go before you, and the battle will
soon end in trivinphs of victory. 1 praise God that
the truth is being powerfully felt in this Western
conntry.

Tn hope of cteranl lifs,

Milan, O., Sepi., 30k, 1832,

Fror Bro, Thayer.

Deant Dro. Warre:—1 have received the Review
and IHerald come months past, and read it with
pleasure, and T trust, profit. I fully concur in its
general position relative to the Habbath of the Tord
our God, and also int vespect to the coming glory, and
“restitution of all things which (lod hath spoken by
the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world
began”  The fulfilltments which w  have witnessed
for the last ton years, together with the glory which
the anfulfilled prophecies forechow are calenlated to
stggest the inquiry in each one of owr minds, “ What
mauncer of persons onghi. we to be in a. b zonver-
sation, and godlines wl to lead us tu give up the
loins of our minds, L. sober and hope unto the end for
the grace which is to be brought unto us at the revela-
tion of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen we tove,
in whom, though now we see him not, yet believing
we rejoico with joy unspeakable and full of glory.”

J. B. SwzeT.
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I cndeavored to keep the Lord’s Sabbath for
gome years, but was moved from that position by
J. Turner’s arguments, in his discussion with J. B.
Cook in the Bible Advocate a few years since, to be-
lieve that Sunday was the seventh day. I am now
satisfied that it was error, and for several months
past have observed the Lord’s Sabbath, “rejoicing in
hope of the glory of God, so soon to be revealed.”

1 wish the Review and Herald continued, as I val-
ue it more highly than all other papers, and will
endeavor to help sustain it.

Yours in hope of the gospel,
Av1zan TeAYER.

Shelbourne Falls, Mass., Sept. 21st, 1852.

-
From Bro. Sheffleld,

Dear Bro. Warte :—I feel it a duty to say a few
words at this time in regard to the position I now oc-
cupy towards you and the world.

And, first, let me say, that as we have one Master,
ev.a Christ, and all we are brethren, let us show to
the world our relationship to each other by brotherly
kindness and love to all that are willing to follow the
Lamb whithersoever he goeth ; for by this we are to
know that we have passed from death unto life, be-
cause we love the brethren. Ihave been much strength-
ened by the communications through the Review and
Herald. And although I have not participated in
any of the former movements of the Advent cause,
yet I fee] bound to acknowledge my firm belief that
it is the work of an Almighty hand. Everything has
been done in regular order and in the right time. 1
know that many scoff, and say that we are fanatics,
&c. But why are we called deluded? TFor this rea~
son, we arc willing to place implicit confidence in the
testinfony of our Lord. But who are they that scoff
the hardest and rage the most? My short experi-
ence shows that they are generally those that profess
to be followers of, and looking for (a great distance
in the futurc) the coming of the same Lord. But
our Saviour said, while on earth, that the servant that
should say, my Lord delayeth his coming, the Lord
of that servant shall come in a day he is not aware
of, and appoint him his portion with hypocrites.

If ever there has been a people on the carth that has
placed entire confidence in the word of God,gnd that
alone, it has been the believers in the time, as stated
by the Prophet. And I can sce clearly that it is that
confidence in Grod’s word that has led them step by
step up to their present position. And I feel to thank
Grod, and say, I know in whom I have believed; and
they that put their trust in the Lord shall never be
confounded.

Dear brethren, I do notexpect to meet you all, until
brought into his presence, but praise the Lord, I do
hope to meet you then, and the time is not far distant,
wo all must know, who take Jesus at his word. If
we do not believe all that ho has said, how can we
have all his testimony ? The mass of professing
Christians at the present day, in order to get rid of
the Advent doctrine, try to connect the signs that
Christ said should precede his coming, weth the de-
struction of Jerusalem, because he said, “ this genera-
tion shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled.”
If the signs there spoken of refer to the desruction of
Jerusalem only, then it is certain that the Judgmentis
past, and we are all past the time of redeinption j for
Jesus said, [ Luke xxi, 28,1 “ And when these things
begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your
heads, for your redemption draweth nigh.” If, as he
says, this generation is not to pass till all is fufill-
ed, and - the generation has reference to those that
were then living on the earth, then gll things must
have been fulfilled nearly 1800 yoears since. And if
so, why are we trusting in Christ for salvation, so
long after all things are fulfilled, and the day of re-
demption past ?

The day of the Lord is not past, we all know, there-
fore it is yet to come, and it must be near at hand.—
The time as given by the angel to Daniel is past.—
The signs, as given by the Lord himself, are in the
past, excepting the sign of the Son of man. Then

surely we ought to lift up our heads and rejoice. know-
ing that our redemption draweth nigh.

May we all who love his appearing, be up and do-
ing, that we may have living faith that works by love
and purifies the heart. May: we thus be found obedi-
ent to his word, looking for our Lord.

E. 8. SuprrieLD,

Fort Atkinson, Wis., Oct. 14th, 1852,

From Bro. IMyers.
DEear Bro. WaITE :—I feel thankful that you yet

send me the Review. My sympathies are with you.
I feel glad for the stand you have taken for the word
of God, and the commandments. It also rejoices me
to hear from those brethren that I have once loved so
well, and those that I have known to be self-sacrific-
ing, and self-denying.

I shoyld be glad to say a word of encouragement
to those of like precious faith, for I feel that they have
their trials from what I have seen here of the hatred
manifested against the Lord’s Sabbath, and its kin-
dred truths. There are none here that have fully em-
braced the Sabbath, excepting myself. One or two
are, however, almost persuaded, so much so that they
have not of late labored on the seventh day. We
have had no lectures here on this subject, only as 1
have talked with some of the Advent believers, and
sometimes in meeting, and it makes me feel, and see
from actions, that those who are saved will have to
strive to enter in at the strait gate.

I have often wished some of the brethren could
have made it so as to come this way and held meet-
ings. 0, I should have been very glad to have seen
Bro. Case when he was in Wisconsin, or Bro. Bates.
Thongh I am not personally acquainted with Bro.
Bates, yet I should have been very glad to have scen
one of like faith. It may be that some one with the
truth may yet pass this way.

Darivs MyErs.
Plum River. Jodaviess Co., Iil., Oct. 10th, 1852.

From Bro. Phelps.

Dear Bro. WriTE:—The cause hereis prospering.
I left home at Alden on the 20th, of Sept. Have vis-
ited Beloit, Janesville, Spring Valley, Union, Albion,
Christiana, Kaskonong, Mailison and then to this
place. Found some in all these places, except one or
two, strong in the truth, and where they are not in
the truth they are enquiring for light. I intend to
stop here over the Sabbath, and then leave to visit
other places on my way home. In some places the
evil servants are trying to undo what the faithful ser-
vants had done, and they have scattered the seeds of
destruction which are fonnd in the no-Sabbath theory.
0. when will these deluded men cease to pervert the
right ways of the Lord. Acts xiii, 10. Nominal Ad-
ventists and nominal professors are all well agreed in
this work of death. L feel like keeping on the altar
of Grod, and letting him direct my steps.

Yours waiting for the kingdom, =~ W. PrELPs.

Packwaukee, Wis., Oct. 8th, 1852,

R .
Extiract of Letters,

Bro. P. Giesox writesfrom London, C. W., Sept.
10th, 1852:—¢T do feel thankful for the last message
of mercy that has come to us. The Review and Her-
ald came in time to save the little flock fromn the shep-
herds that scatter them. I was led to receive the mes-
sage of the first angel in the fall of 1845, 1 then com-
nenced to take the Voice of Truth, which gave the
ery to God’s people to come out of Babylon. I hesi-
tated to come out of a society I loved so well, and had
been a member of twenty-six years. They called me
a Millerite and cast me out of the Methodist Church.
I believed that my Saviour would come in this genera-
ation, and rejoiced to suffer a little reproach for his
sake.

The paper Twas taking ceased to be the voiceof truth.
The Harhinger was sent me, but it was not the Har-
binger of Christ’s coming, but of the “4ge zo Come.”
The Review and Herald with other pamphlets were
sent me free.

I now rejoice in the message of the third angel as

in the first. T lovethe Holy Sabbs#th, but do mot have
the privilege of meeting with my brethren on that
day. Ifit would be for the glory of God, we should
be glad to have some of the brethren come over and
help us.”

Bro. T. J. Gippings writes from Nile, N. Y. Oct. 9,
1852:—“ We are thavkful for the Review and Her-

ald. Tt is to me as food to the hungry soul. Those

of my brethren whose names I gave for the paper, are
well satisfied withit. It gives good satisfaction where
it is read. The Lord prospers his own cause,

The subject of the coming of the Lord, I hail with
more delight than all others. Itgives that life to all
my devotions, that I can but feel absorbed in this glo-

rious theme.
I have been studying the scriptures for about ten

years, to find out in what the saints’ rest consisted,
and have found that, according to the promise of New
Heavens and New Earth, therc were joys that the
preaching that I was accustomed to, could not afford.
0, that the Lord would open the eyes of my brethren,
that they may sce, andbe willing to teach the whole
truth, and prepare the way of the Lord. Itisvery cheer-
ing to me to hear of the prosperity of our Advent breth-
ren.”

Bro. WaEELER writes from Newport, N. H., Oct.
14th, 1852: “Yattended the appointment at Portland,
Me., and had a good time with the brethren there.—
Baptized four. Spent last Sabbath with the breth-
ren in Washington. The conference has proved &
great blessing to the cause. There has been a rising
in the church. God’s blessing rests upon his people,
and they are coming together, striving for the unity
of the faith, and the power of the third angel’s mes-
sage.”

The Dark Day of May 19, 1780,

A FRIEND recently placed in our hands a letter, writ-

ten more than seventy years ago by Dr. Caleb G.
Adams, of Exeter, N. H., to General Nathaniel Fol-
som, of that town, who was at the time a member of
the'Provincial Congress at Philadelphia. In the fol-
lowing passage, that well-known phenomenon, the
“Dark Day,” which spread alarm, and in some cases,
consternation through this part of the country, is de-
scribed, with details which must prove deeply inter-
esting to many of our readers. The letter is dated
Exeter, May 26,1780: Boston Journal.
* * x % % «Wehad a very extraordinary phe-
nomenon the 19th day of this month. In the morn-
ing it was rainy, till about nine o’clock, when the
clouds broke away and the sun appeared, but very red.
After nine the clouds grew very thick, with the wind
from southwest, in light breezes ; at half past ten it
was uncommonly dark, the clouds appearing of a yel-
Jowish hue. At cleven the public school was dis-
missed, it being so dark tbat no person could read or
write. It continued to grow darker till twelve, when
it was so dark that we could not tell one person from
another in a room with three large windows., In
short, it was midnight darkness at noon-day! The
fowls went to roost, and there was a strong smell of
smoke. It had been very dry for a long time before,
the wind having been at East for four or five days,
which drove the smoke back to the we$tward, and
when the wind shifted it brought it all down in &
body, which, together with the dense clouds, caused
the darkness, which lasted till .hree o’clock P. m be-
fore it begun to grow light.”

“Thousands of people who could not account for it
from natural causes, were greatly terrified, and in-
deed it cast a universal gloom on the earth., The
frogs and night-hawks began their notes. At four
o’clock the wind shifted to the north-easf, which
brought the clouds back, and at sunset it wag again
very dark At nine o’clock it was darkness to be felt
by more senses than one, as thefe was a strong smell
of sobt. Almost everybody who happened to be out
in the evening, got lost in going home. The darkness
was as uncomimon in the night as it was in the day,

as the moon had fulled the day before.”—Advent Her-
ald.
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THE SABBATH.
BY § B. C. DENISON.
Anp is it as some teachers say,
That none of us are able
To keep the Holy Sabbath-day,
As writton on the Table?

They tell us ’tis o Jewish rite,
Made for the Hebrews selely ;

And if we strive with all our might,
We ne’er oan keop it hely.

A yoke of bondage ’tis, they say,
And you cannot bind freed men,
In this enlightened, Christien day,
With fotters—forged in Eden.

But, in a round ef seven days,
All say we should rest one day;
And none refuso to keap the seventh,
If it but come on Sunday.

To me it is a thing quite strange,
(Perhaps there are things strangor,)

How they can keep the seventh day
On Sunday, without danger.

If we observe the Sabbath-day,
We fall from grace, most surely;
But Sunday is & festal day,
TIts keepers stand sceurely.

But in the glorious esxrth, made new,
‘Where none from grace will sevor,

We see the Sabbath breught to viow,
And there ebserved feor ever.

Hew blind, by sin, lest man is made !
In folly, hew transeendent !

His strength, though weakness, still arrayed
Against the fourth commandment.

The Perfect Law.

Tur Holy Spirit said, by the prophet David, ¢ The
law of the Lord is porfect.” Ps. xix, 7. I enquire:

1. Can a Jaw which is perfect, be made better by
any alteration ?

2, Can a perfeet law ho altered, without rendering
it imperfoet 2

I can answer these questions but one way, and that
is in the nogative. Then I must come to one of three
conclusions :

1. That Jchovah has no law, at tho present day,
hy which he governs his creatures ; or,

2. That he now rules by an imperfect law ; or,

3. That the same law which existed in the days of
David, demands the obedience of all his subjocts now.

My mind scttlos upon the last conclusion, as the
truth ; not only becauseit looks the most reasonable,
but because the apostle James, who wrote in the
sixtieth year of the Christian era, still has a  perfect
law,” which he wishes his brethren to look into, con-
tinue in, and do.  “ But whoso looketh into the perfeet
law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not
a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man
shall be blessed in his deed.” James i, 25,

Can there be two laws differing from cach other,
and cach be a perfect rule to govern our actions 2 If
not, James must refer to the same law of which Da-
vid spoke; and this view is confirmed Dby what the
Apostle says in the next chapter, viz: “If ye fulfill
the royal law, according to the scripture, thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thysclf, ye do well.” Ile then
procecds to quote two commmandinents from the deca-
logue as a part of that royal law, which he would
have fulfilled a’ccorcling to the “seripture”” first named,;
declaring beforehand, that whosoever shall “offend in
one, is guilty of all.” .

I have not a doubt remaining, that the “perfect
law” is the ten commandments of God.

R. F. CorTRELL.

Ml Grove, N. Y., Oct. 12th, 1852.

Definition of Bible Names.

Etijah the Tiehbit.e—siguiﬁcation—God the Lord, that turns
back. ’

Ahab—The brother of the father.

Gilead—The beap, or mass of testimony.

Cherith—Cutting, piercing, slaying.

- Jordan—River of judgment,

Zarephath—Ambush, or crucible.

Zidon—Hunting, fishing.

Samaria—His lees, his prison, his throne.

Obadiah—Servant of the Lord.

Jezebel—TIsland or dung-hill of habitation.

Carmel—Harvest or vineyard of God.

Baal--He that rules or subdues.

Jezreel—Seed of God, God spreads the evil.

Beer-sheba—The well-fountain of the eath, or well of sati-
ety.

Horeb—Desert, solitude, destruction, dryness.

Damascus—A sack full ef bleed.

John—He that is, or existe.

Elisha—Salvation of God.

Shaphat—JIndge, or judging.

Ben-hadad—Son of roise, clamer, or ory.

Syria—Sublime deceiver.

Gilgal—Wreck, revolution, er heap.

Bethel—Iouse of Ged.

Jericho—His moen, or menth.
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YOUTH'S INSTRUCTOR.

We have just issned the second number of thls little sheet.
Being from home on onr Bastern tour, wo were unable to
publish a number for Soptember. We now intend to issue it
regulmily each month, and, with the blessing of God, to make
it instructive, interesting and & blessing to the yeuth. Sucha
paper is much nceded. TFer want of such instruetion as
should be given in such a sheet, many of the children of Sab-
batli-leopers ave very ignorant of the present truth plainly
taught in tho seriptnres.

We are thankful for the intorest taken in this little paper
by a portion ef our brethren. About 500 copies hdve been
suhseribed for. But wo print 1,400 copies of each number,
which leaves about 900 en hand. Those are lying idle, and
at the same time many of the children of Sabbath-keepers are
deprived of the menns of instruetion,

Now we eall upon you, dear readers, to do yonr duty in this
matter. This little paper must bo civeulnted. We intend to
do eur whole duty in mnking it what it should be, and we de-
pend on you to aid us, by sending the names and address of
those who Wish to receive it.

Itis ver)chossury to subseribe for (% INSTRUCTOR imme-
lintely, that the Sabbath school lessons may be lommed as
they nro published. Drothren, let these remaining 900 copies
bo called for. If it is not contvenieat to send the money now,
send it when convenient.  If any of you fect that you are not
able to pay, do not lot this prevent you from sendinyg for the
InsTRUCTOR. It will be our groatest pleasuro to send it free
to the worthy poor. Our present list, if a1 should pay, will
nearly half support the paper. We hope however, vur ligt
will be doubled before No. 3 shall bs published.

We recommend to all who have not ostablished Sabbath
schools, to do so at once.  Tint some one in cach plaee send for
ns many copies ns are needed, and gend the means when they
ean collect it.  Brothren and sisters, do not lot this oppertu-
nity of doing good pass, without improving it. et this lit-
tlo messenger go to these doar, precious youlth who may he
benefited by it.

e ——
FAMILIAR SPIRITS.

MANY are net aware that in the last series of signs given to
show the coming of tho Lovd noear, the working of the spirits
of dovils, stands out most prominent of any revealed in tho
word of God, as in immedinte conncetion with his coming.—
The Bible plainly teachcs us that they have been manifosted
in past agos. The children of Isrnel weve commanded not to
consult them, on pain of death, Sccking after them to obtain
knowledge is, therefore, strietly forbidden in the word of God.
Deunt. xviii, 10, 12; Lev.xx, 27; Isa. viii.

Aninstance of the result of disobeying God in this matter,
can be seen in the case of king Saunl. When the host of the
Philistines gathored themselves to fight against ancient Isra-
ol under him, the king’s heart greatly trembled, and when
he inquired of the Lord he answered net, neither by dreams,
nor by the Urim, ner by the propbots, lis next resort was to
seck eut a witch that had familiar spirit. 1. Sam. xxviii, 7.
His ond was destruction as recorded in the last chapter.

Is there not a striking analogy hetween the last state of
the second, robellious house of Isracl and lking Saul. And
may we not oxpect that when they find (fod has loft them des-
olate {for rejecting his saving truth) and they reccive ne an-
swor to prayer (becauso they seelt him where he is ngs for he
has withdrawn bimself from the holy to the most holy place)
T ask, will they not bo liable to be drawn into the great whirl-
peol of deception, and share the samo fate. I thinlc the law
and the testimeny plainly affirm it. For whilo ono clasg are
keeping the commandments of God, and the falth of Jesus,
{Rev. xiv, 12,] the othor elass are being doceived by the lying
wonders of the twe-horned boast, [Rev. xiii, 13,14,] which,
without doubt, are tho spirits of devils working miracles.

I understand St. Paul, in 2 Thess. i, 12, to teach the same

doctrine, and to carry us down to the point of {time when the
coming of the Lord is immediately impending. I think he
not only brings to view the Papacy, which is understood to em-
brace the man of sin, or to refer to that exclugively, but & dis-
tinot power or manifestation called the workings of satan.

Christ’s coming will be soon after the workings of satan,
and the last groat lying wender has been presented to capti-
vate this doomed generation. Hear the language ef inspira-
tion: **And for this eause God shall send them strong delu-
gien that they should believe a lie; that thoy all might be
damned whe believed not the truth, but had pleasure in un-
righteolsness.” 2 Thess. §i, 11, 12.

T hardly need to state here that the strong delusions and
workings of satan are in prophetie fulfiliment, and already are
inereasing with alarming rapidity, as never before witnessed.
Different persons, or mediums as they aro termed by them-
solvos, professedly hold converse with spirits of devils, (who
represent themselves spirits of departed frionds,) and are an-
swered, as I am eredibly informed, with an audible voice ; and
so far have they progressod that balls of fire are shown, and
streaks or flashes ef light, and other lying wonders teo numer-
ous te mentien. And they do not propose to stop here, but
promiso their followers greater signs, and that right early.

I have briefly alluded to this subject beeauso I believe it to
be ono of great importance, more than some nay suppose, and
I pray that the childven of God may be aroused to love the
truth which alone can make thermt wise unto salvation, and
watch continually, knowing that our adversary as aroaring H-
on gooth about secking whom he may devour; whom resist
stedfast unto the end.

E. R. Seaman,

Rochester, N. Y., Oct, 18th, 1852,

TH¥ YOUTH'S INSTRUCTOR.

T rerrL heattily to endorse tho sentiments of the “ Address
Lo those who are interestod in the Yvuth's Instructor,” found
in Vol. TH, No. 8, of the Review and Herald. I am glad to
seo something started for the benefit of our dear children;
semothing that will bo safe and salutary for thom to read and
study. I have goon ns yot, I regret to say, no periodical de-
signed for ehildren and yeuth, such as it ought to be. True,
good pieces may be found, but, after all, there is®so much
¢rash in themn that the goed is lost, and hocemes powerless of
roformatien. The best of them saver of pride, vanity and
worldliness. They alound with fables, fietions, conundrums,
riddles, and so on. Such things, I call trash; consoquently,
poisonous trash, miserably adapted to feed and masure the
youthful mind, or any other mind. If our dear childven must
have fablos and puazles to flatter thoir vanity, or gratify an
idlo curiosity, and waste procieug time, lot them find them in
books or wmouths that make no pretensions to heavenly things
—16 pretensions to mould the wayward minds of yeuth, and
train thom to virtao and religion lere, and » life of holy and
unending folicity hereafter.

Thus to train and preparo our children, and youth, is & ho-
Iy work, and requires holy instruments. Then, away with all |
trash, and give the doar, dying children the bread of life, pure
and unadalterated, that they may eat and live for ever. Let
parents, and all who can, take hold in good earnest, to nid im
this blossod work. It isimportant. Let it not be delayed
autil it is too lato. Thero is danger of this. In the mean-
time, let pavents take care of their own souls also, that when
called te give np their account, thoy may be prepared te say,
““ Here, Lerd, are we, and the children thon hast given us,”

MuNRroE.
Conway, Mass., 1852.

e ——

.47 Bro. Wm. 8. Ingraham is ivvited to visit the brethren
in Rechester as soon as convenient, and spend one or two woeks
in this vieinity? e is expocted by the friends hore. Please
send word in scason to give netice.

e t—— .
§-z7 Thoro has been $55 recoived fer the Pamphlet. This
leaves %45 yot dus.  Wo regret that it is not ready for distri-

bution. We shall get it out as soen as pessible under prescnt
eireumst.:mees.

e —
To CorresPoNNENTS—Bro R. Gray; To scnd the Com-
mandment Cavds by Mail, wo should have to pre-pay one cent
each. What shall I do With tho 81, not creditod.

Br. M. L; The Nos. you roquested, have heen sent. Tt
not recoived, inform ms. If your friends wish te read the Rx-
VIEW AND _kIEnALn,. send their names and address, and we
will send it to them.

e ———— .
Letters yeceived since OQet, 144h,

E. P. Burditt, L. Drew, M. E. Comoll, 8. W. Rhodes, I
Wheelor, E. Day, W. Phelps, E. S. Bastman, E. P. Butler,
H. Lothrop, 2, E. A, Luther, A. IIall, 8. B, Craig, S. Shoudy,
Wmn. Gould, B: N. Iarris, I. Goodwin, L. Leach, S. R. C.
Denison. -

Recelpts,

D. Mycrs, R. Gray, E. 8. Sheffield, J. R. Towle, E. R.
Seaman, L. Woodworth, T. J. Orton, D. Ford, J. Deming, C.
Finch, . Snew, J. Green oach $1. '

A. R. Andrews, IL. Spencer, W. I. Lasher, cach 50 cents.

E. Lothrop, $4; V. Wiard, E. Geedwin, cach $3; M. Cur-
tis, 82; L. C. Young, $1,25; M. Leadbeater, 75 cents. .

§#7 Receipts have fallen short of actual expenses $1569,50,
gince No. 7.

For the Review q/‘l‘9 OJ.R L. Crozier in Pampkhlet Form,

yJ. N. Tews.
Elijah Potter, $10; 8. B. Craig, $2,60.
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