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Literature Svamgelisio 
"The Importance of the Canvassing Work is Kept Ever Before Me!" 

—Mrs. E. G. White 

Reaching the Heart of 
your Prospect 
H. W. Peterson, 

Publishing Secretary 
Southeast Asia Union 

Man is a religious being. The 
heart instinctively seeks for a God. 
Religion has been defined by Tol-
stoy as the relationship which man 
fixes between himself and his God, 
and morality as the outward mani-
festation of this inward relation. 

Recently, one evening I took the 
opportunity to visit a Dale Car-
negie class in Public Speaking in 
Singapore. The usual pattern of 
having each class member give 
a short talk was followed. The 
subjects all centered around some 
incident in their personal lives. 
Although many different faiths 
were represented, nearly every one 
spoke of the efficacy of prayer 
and the part it served in their per-
sonal lives. This convinced me that 

• we need not hesitate to speak on 
spiritual themes when canvassing, 
because every man has some emo-
tional desire toward which a sales 

• talk can be directed. The litera-
ture evangelist is engaged in a type 
of work that involves the heart 
as well as the intellect. Since the 
heart is the center of the emotions, 
it is of the utmost importance that 
the heart of the colporteur be in 
tune with heaven. He needs to 
be daily converted to God so that 
his words and deeds may be a 
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Pastor H. W. Peterson, Publishing 
Secretary, Southeast Asia Union 

savor of life unto life. A pros-
pect is quick to detect whether 
a salesman's motives are pure and 
unselfish or not. 

Proper technique involving the 
science and art of Christian Sales-
manship can be mastered by dili-
gent study and application of the 
mind. While we cannot deny the 
importance of convincing argu-
ments and sound technique in per-
suading a prospect to buy, the 
preparation - of the heart is of 
greater value. "No one can be a 
successful soulwinnet till he him- 

self has settled the question of 
surrender to God." C. E. p. 49. 

The reasons why many have 
failed in the literature ministry is 
that they were not fully surrend-
ered to God; they were not gen-
uine Christians, nor did they know 
the spirit of conversion. They 
may have mastered the sales talk 
and used good technique involving 
the art of salesmanship, but failed 
because they lacked heart prepara-
tion. However, when all our 
thinking and feeling, which in-
volves both the mind and convic-
tion of the heart, are fully beamed 
in a positive way toward God, 
they present an unbeatable com-
bination. 

When the literature evangelist 
yields his mind and heart fully 
to the control of the Holy Spirit, 
he will receive spiritual stamina 
and courage to meet every prob-
lem in the right spirit and reach 
a higher plane in Chirstian service. 
It is not enough that the colpor-
teur be convinced this is the very 
work the Lord would have him 
do, but he must also feel in his 
heart the burden of unselfish ser-
vice to his fellow men. 

World conditions are such to-
day as to bring fear, anxiety and 
concern into the hearts of the 
people. Many are in deep trouble 
and perplexity and have none to 
whom they can look for comfort 
and encouragement. The litera-
ture' evangelist • whose heart is in 
tune with heaven will be able to 



2 
	

THE MESSENGER 
	

July, 1958 

enter into the joys and sorrows of 
the prospect and experience the 
emotions and feel with the heart 
his problems and trials. He who 
has discovered this secret, and put 
it into practice has found the key 
to a successful literature ministry. 

Faith begets faith. Love begets 
love. A heart in which our Sav-
iour has first place will overflow 
in tender compassion for others. 
Often it is not the persuasive, con-
vincing arguments in a sales talk 
that induces a prospect to buy, 
but rather the sympathetic under-
standing, the friendly, cheerful 
attitude flowing from a sincere 
humble heart of love for others. 
Aim at the mind, master the rea-
sons why the prospect should pur-
chase the book, as you give your 
canvass, but do not forget to aim 
at the heart. The prospect's brain 
receives the logical reasons why 
he should buy, but his heart feels 
the need to purchase the literature 
in order to have a happier home, 
protect his loved ones, and help 
his children develop good char-
acters. Here is your opportunity 
to direct your sales talk to the 
emotional desire inherent in every 
person. It may be a desire for 
a happier successful life, or a deep 
concern over a health problem. 
Yes, aim at the heart. An in-
dividual seldom raises any objec-
tions over something he wants 
emotionally. 

The intellect and the heart of 
the literature evangelist, and the 
mind and heart of the prospect 
are the mental and emotional fac-
tors around which the sale re-
volves. A consecrated, intelligent 
colporteur will have no difficulty 
combining the mental and spiritual 
appeal to the intellect and emo-
tions of the prospect. 

In the Union of Southeast Asia 
with its multiple languages and 
races, and millions of people who 
have no knowledge of Jesus and 
His saving power, we need to pray 
earnestly for wisdom and under-
standing hearts so that our words 
and actions will win hearts for the 
kingdom of God. 

Faith and Courage 
Y. H. Phang, 

Assistant Publishing Secretary 
Southeast Asia Union 

The keynote of all our work 
for God should be faith. In the 
book of Hebrews we read that 
without faith it is impossible to 
please God, "For he that cometh  

to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek Him". Chirst-
ians the world over will testify 
that God does reward those who 
"diligently seek Him." Great and 
mighty things have been accom-
plished by men and women of 
faith throughout the ages. We 
serve the same God today. If 
we exercise the same faith as those 
heroes and heroines of bygone 
days, we may be assured that God 
will accomplish great things 
through us. 

Caleb and Joshua were out-
standing examples of faith. They 
were among the twelve sent to 
spy out the land of Canaan. 
All of them agreed that it was a 
good and fertile land which flowed 
with milk and honey. However, 
ten of them did not believe they 
could ever possess the land be-
cause of the giants and of the 
impregnable walls. But Caleb and 
Joshua, who had explicit faith and 
confidence in God and His prom-
ises said, "Let us go up at once; 
we are well able to take it." As 
colporteurs, let us not look at the 
giants in the land nor at the walls 
of difficulties found in the path-
way of duty, but rather like Caleb 
and Joshua of old, be men and 
women of faith and courage. 

In this work, we will sometimes 
meet with discouragement, but let 
us remember the promise, "Lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world." Matt. 28.20. 
Let us look heavenward, and be-
lieve in God's promises, which 
never fail. 

In order for us to succeed in 
the work of literature ministry, 
we need to have faith; faith in 
God, in the prospect and in our-
selves. Have faith also in the 
literature we are selling, that 
somehow God will use it to win 
souls to His kingdom. The rea-
son why so many fail in the col-
porteur work is that they lack 
faith. 

Courage is also a qualification 
which is vital to the success of 
those engaged in the colporteur 
ministry. We have a proverb in 
Chinese which illustrates this point. 
"If you do not enter the tiger's 
lair, how can you expect to get 
the tiger's cub?" It means that to 
get what we want, it is necessary 
for us to venture and take the 
risk. In order to have success in 
our work we must have courage. 
Courage and success are insepar- 
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Pastor Y. H. Phang, Assiatant 
Publishing Secretary, Southeast 

Asia Union 

able, therefore let us develop 
courage. 

When Joshua took over the 
leadership in Israel, he perhaps 
wondered if he would be success-
ful, but the Lord assured His ser-
vant with these words, "Be strong 
and of a good courage, be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed, 
for the Lord thy God is with thee, 
withersoever thou goest." Joshua 
1:9., 

Great reformers like Martin 
Luther, and John Knox had many 
difficulties to surrmount and many 
obstacles to overcome, but they 
went forward with strong and 
courageous hearts, and the Lord 
gave them success. 

Fellow colporteurs, let us deter-
mine never to be discouraged, but 
let us use the wonderful opportu-
nities before us and honour God 
by expecting great things. God 
is willing to work through us, if 
we are ready and willing to let 
Him, and be used by Him. 

The following statement from 
the pen of inspiration, is always 
to be borne in mind, "Never let 
your courage fail. Never talk 
unbelief because appearances are 
against you. As you work for 
the Master you will feel the pres-
sure for want of means, but the 
Lord will hear and answer your 
petitions for help. Let your lan-
guage be: "The Lord God will help 
me; therefore shall I not be con-
founded: therefore have I set my 
face like a flint, and I know that 
I shall not be ashamed." Isaiah 
50:7—Testimonies Vol. 7, p. 244. 
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Ingathering Campaign results as reported by the class respresentatives 
shown in the picture. 

Student Successes - Southeast Asia Union College 

Ingathering Success at 
SAUC 

Jimmy Low 

On Friday, July 4, 1958 seven 
hundred students of the Southeast 
Asia Union College gathered on 
the college quadrangle. It was an 
exciting day for them. Days of 
preparation, committee meetings, 
organizing, and then two whole 
days of trudging the streets going 
from shop to shop, house to house, 
and office to office were over and 
now they were gathered together 
to listen to the triumphs of their 
labour in Harvest Ingathering. 

One month before this date the 
organizing committee consisting of 
five college students under the 
leadership of Mr. Daniel Tan had 
been appointed by the college. 
They went to work at once to 
organize the territory, goal to be 
reached, promotion and supplies 
committees. The territory com-
mittee divided Singapore into dis-
tricts in which the different groups 
could work. The goal committee 
fixed goals for each class after 
taking into consideration t h e 
strength of each one. The promo-
tion committee publicised the 
campaign and invited speakers to 
speak at the chapel period regard-
ing Ingathering, and to demonstrate 
to the students the art of soliciting 
for funds. The supplies commit-
tee took care of all the pamphlets, 

• solicitation licenses and receipt 
books, also the distribution of 
such to the students. The date 
set for Ingatering was July 2 and 
3. All worked hard to get every-
thing in readiness before this date 
should arrive. 

The morning of July 2 saw the 
students assembled in the class-
rooms, waiting eagerly. Licenses 
and receipt books were issued to 
the various group leaders. There 
were last minute instructions from 
the form masters. Then happily,  

in groups of four and five, the 
students set out to "gather the 
wealth of the Gentiles." They 
were seen everywhere, on the 
streets, in the houses, in the shops 
and in the offices. They were 
found in the city, in the rural 
residential areas, and in the kam-
pongs. There was almost no place 
in the city of Singapore where one 
could not find them. Every place 
they entered they left behind 
pamphlets which tell about our 
Seventh-day Adventist work and 
receipts for cash; one, or two, and 
sometimes three receipts at each 
place, for the public was generous. 
For these two days they worked, 
each minute bringing new encour-
agement, new enthusiasm and new 
desire to solicit more for the Lord. 

The day of the greatest excite-
ment came at last. It was the 
day when the classes, assembled to 
report their successes.. With keen 
anticipation they assembled on the 
quadrangle again. 

At 9:00 a.m. Pastor L. C. Wil- 

cox led the College in the morning 
worship, with prayer by Mr. Dan-
iel Tan. Then the different class 
reports began. Amid excited whis-
pers of the seven hundred voices 
the representative of Primary one 
came forward to tell the congrga-
tion its goal was $250 but that 
$536.55 had been collected. Cheer 
after after cheer greeted each 
class as it came forward to report 
on the goal reached, doubled, 
trebled or quadrupled. The goal 
for the whole College was $14, 
200.00 but to the delight of all 
present it was found $26,104.22 
had been received! The excite-
ment at this time was boundless. 
Pastor H. E. McClure, of the Far 
Eastern Division of Seventh-day 
Adventists, congratulated the stu-
dents for the great work they had 
accomplished, and stated that In-
gathering Day would be a bright 
light in the history of the College. 
The student body then rose as 
one man while they sang the Col-
lege Anthem. This was followed 
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by three resounding cheers to the 
glory of the school. Mr. P. G. 
Miller, the Principal, thanked the 
students for their hard work and 
encouraged them to put forth a 
greater effort then ever before to 
make Southeast Asia Union Col-
lege a college everyone could be 
prOud of. With thankful hearts 
the assembly bowed their heads 
as Pastor V.. E. Kelstrom thanked 
our heavenly Father for His guid-
ance, in making this Ingathering 
campaign such a success. 

Lord, Give us a Vision 
H. Carl Currie 

President, Southeast Asia Union 

The wisest man that ever lived 
has said, "Where there is no vi-
sion, the people perish." Proverbs 
29:18. How true this is of the 
people of God today! If we were 
to lose sight of the great work 
God expects of us, we would per-
ish as a people from the earth. 
Our only reason for being a 
church is to enlighten the world of 
a soon coming Saviour. To lose 
this vision would be to lose our 
way to God. 

The Messenger of the Lord has 
said, "And in a large degree 
through our publishing houses is 
to be accomplished the work of 
that other angel who comes down 
from heaven with great power, 
and who lightens the earth with 
his glory." Colporteur Ministry, 
p. 4. 

The publishing houses will pub-
lish the literature, but it is the work 
of the faithful literature evange-
list to place this literature into 
the hands of the "seekers after 
truth." "God has ordained the 
canvassing work as a means of 
presenting before the people the 
light contained in our books. 
Canvassers should be impressed 
with the importance of bringing 
before the world, as fast as pos-
sible, the books necessary for 
their spiritual education and en-
lightenment. This is the very 
work the Lord would have His 
people do at this time. All who 
consecrate themselves to God 
to work as canvassers, arc 
assisting in giving the last mes-
sage of warning to the world. We 
cannot estmate this work too 
highly, for were it not for the 
efforts of the canvasser, many 
would never hear the warning." 
Colporteur Ministry, pp. 6,7. 

The people of God need a vis- 

ion of what our heavenly Father 
desires to accomplish through the 
colporteur ministry. The results 
of the canvassing work is not 
usually evident immediately. 
Twenty-one years ago I did my 
first canvassing in northern New 
England. Only the days of eta-
nity will reveal the full results 
of that summer's work. But a 
few days ago I received a letter 
from my sister, in which she men-
tions that a person to whom I 
had sold a book, those many years 
ago, has now expressed a definite 
interest in this message, and has 
requested Bible studies. Sister 
White says, "For a time the good 
seed lay unnoticed in the heart, 
giving no evidence that it has 
taken root. But afterward, as the 
Spirit of God breathes on the 
soul, the hidden seed springs up 
and at last brings forth fruit. In 
our life work we know not which 
shall prosper, this or that. This 
question is not for us to settle." 
Education, p. 105. 

King Solomon has also passed 
on some very wise counsel for 
our colporteurs, "In the morn-
ing sow thy seed, and in the even-
ing withold not thine hand, for 
thou knowest not whither shall 
prosper, either this or that, or 
whether they both shall be alike 
good." Eccl 11:6. God merely 
asks that we do our work faith-
fully. He will assume full respon-
sibility for the results. 

This issue of the MESSENGER 
is dedicated to the loyal faithful 
colporteurs of God serving through-
out the Union of Southeast Asia. 
But we firmly believe that many 
more of the over 5,000 church 
members in this Union, should be 
actively engaged in this phase of 
the Lord's work. Listen to these 
words that have come to us from 
the pen of God's servant, "To 
every man is given 'his work,' 
the work for which his capabili-
ties adapt him, the work which 
will result in the greatest good to 
himself, and to his fellow men, 
and in greatest honor to God." 
Education, p. 138. 

Fellow believer, as you read 
these words, ask yourself this 
question, "Am I doing the work 
God has called me to do?" If 
every believer in this Union were 
to prayerfully and conscientiously 
face this question, the number of 
our colporteurs would presently 
increase many times more then 
they are now. 

July, 1958 

The work of the colporteur min-
istry demands the very best. Only 
"born again" men and women can 
hope for true success in this chat-
lenging work. This is no place 
for the weak and those who be-
come easily discouraged. Neither 
is it a means of livelihood for those 
whd have failed in everything else. 
The Master is looking for men 
and women who have a vision of 
what it means to be a "co-worker 
with Christ" and the courage and 
determination to live up to that 
vision. 

The Psalmist has aptly pictured 
the loyal faithful colporteur when 
he said, "They that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy, he that goeth 
forth and weepeth bearing pre-
cious seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him." Psalms 126:5, 
6. 

In spite of the many problems 
and difficulties that our colporteurs 
are called upon to face, the life 
of the colporteur minister is filled 
with joy and satisfaction in know-
ing that he is doing the work of 
our heavenly Father. Our Master 
has given us a promise that brings 
courage to all of His true witness-
es. "Verily I say unto you, there 
is no man that hath left house or 
brethren or sisters or father or 
mother or wife or children or 
lands for My sake and the gos-
pel's but he shall receive an hun-
dred fold now at this time. Houses 
and brethren and sisters and 
mothers and children and lands 
with persecution; and in the world 
to come eternal life." Mark 10:29. 
30. We do not have to wait until 
the days of eternity to receive the 
first portion of our reward. One 
hundredfold is promised us right 
here in this earth. The humble 
persevering literature evangelist 
knows from experience the surety 
of these words. The work of the 
canvasser is not easy, but the re-
wards are more than ample to 
make up for the ever present hard-
ships. 

The great crisis of the ages is 
verily upon us. The shaping up 
of history's final events are now 
taking place. We, as God's chosen 
people are going to play a very 
vital part in the closing scenes 
of the earth's history. Let each of 
us be sure we are in the place 
where God can use us to the best 
advantage, as He prepares to 
"Finish the work and cut it short 
in • righteousness." Romans 9:28. 
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Sowing the Gospel Seed 
K. T. Chin 

Publishing Secretary, 
Mission of Malaya 

To ensure a good harvest and 
bountiful yield farmers must se- 
lect the best and certified seed 
before sowing. Much research 
has been done over a period of 
years and experiments have been 
made with seed. David, said, "He 
that goeth forth and weepeth, bear- 
ing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bring-
ing his sheaves with him." Psalms 
126:6. Here you notice that the 
precious seed is the Word of God. 
It is precious because it is the 
best. It is the very seed of Life 
that men need. During the six 
thousand years, God's words have 
withstood the storms of tests and 
have come forth full of spiritual 
vigor, and are just as powerful 
now to yield an abundant harvest 
as at any other age. They change 
the lives of men in the coldest 
climate as well as in the hottest 
regions of the Far East. 

Our various periodicals and 
books are the precious seed of 
God. They are silent but very 
powerful. It has been said that 
the written word is many times 
more effective and powerful than 
the spoken word. Of this, 
Mrs. White said, "I have been 
shown that the press is powerful 
for good or evil. This agency 
can reach and influence the public 
mind as no other means can. The 
press, controlled by men who are 
sanctified to God, can be a power 
indeed for good in bringing men 
to the knowledge of the truth." 
Colporteur Evangelist p. 28. 

Colporteurs are engaged in sow-
ing the precious seed of God. 
As it is, the seed of God has been 
sown in the cities, towns, villages 
as well as in the jungle. We are 
told if it "were not for the efforts 
of the canvasser, many would 
never hear the warning. Colporteur 
Evangelist p. 5. 

Some of the seed that is sown 
might lie dormant for a long time, 
but we are assured that God's 
Word will not return unto Him 
void. We have this promise. 
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Pastor K. T. Chin, Publishing 
Secretary, Mission of Malaya 

"It is true that some who buy the 
books will lay them on the shelf 
or place them on the parlor table, 
and seldom look at them. Still 
God has a care for His Truth, and 
the time comes when these books 
will be sought for and read. Sick-
ness or misfortune may enter the 
homes, and through the truth con-
tained in these books, God sends 
to troubled hearts peace and hope 
and rest." Colporteur Evangelist 
p. 6. 

One of our colporteurs sold one 
copy of Chinese "Christ Our Sav-
iour" to a man in Seremban, 
Malaya. The book was laid aside 
for some time. But trouble came 
to his family and he was not at 
ease. Failing to get comfort and 
peace from other sources, he be-
gan to read the book. The pre-
cious seed of God sown in that 
man's heart began to grow. One 
day, looking for a true church in 
which he could worship the true 
God, he was guided by the Divine 
Hand to come in contact with our 
worker. Bible studies were given 
and he was soon baptized. To-
day, he is one of our successful 
colporteurs winning souls for God. 

The atmosphere in the world to-
day is tense. Trouble abounds 
everywhere. Nations are angry 
and men's hearts are failing them 
for fear. All these show that "the 
night is far spent," and that "the 
day is at hand." Time is short. 
The opportunity for sowing gospel 
seed is limited. The seriousness 
of the time in which we live de-
mands we need redouble our ef- 

forts in scattering the precious 
seed of truth. May all our work-
ers, the officers of our churches, 
and our lay members everywhere, 
not only encourage, but recruit 
those whom God can use to carry 
on the colporteur evangelist min-
istry. 

The Price of Success 
Y. P. Fung, 

Colporteur Evangelist 
Mission of Malaya 

"Prepare thy work without, and 
make it fit for thyself in the field." 
Proverbs 24:27. 

Once a man asked Mr. Fire-
stone (the late president of the 
Firestone Tire and Rubber Com-
pany, and one of the first million-
aires) what was the secret of his 
success. His answer was "Think-
ing ahead." Yes, if we would only 
spend extra minutes each day in 
studying and practicing, we too 
could add orders to our pad, and 
dollars to our pocket. Too many 
of us go about our daily tasks 
without any very definite purpose 
or aim, and the result of an in-
definite purpose is definite failure. 

We must have a love for hard 
work. It should become a kind 
of disease from which we will 
never recover. Sometimes, we are 
too lenient with ourselves, and 
tend to pity ourselves because of 
the hard work we do. 

Plan well the words you will say, 
thus making every statement a 
brief selling sentence. Always make 
your call brief, interesting, uplift-
ing, and profitable both to you 
and your subject. Before Napo-
leon could win his victories, he 
first created them in his mind. 
Every great invention existed in 
the inventor's brain long before 
he gave it tangible shape. So it 
is with success reached in any line. 
We as colporteurs can make suc-
cess ours too, if we will only take 
time to think and plan ahead. 
We must not rest and be satisfied 
until we have mastered the tech-
nique of successful Christian 
salesmanship. Be not content until 
you experience that inner joy of 
being a colabourer with the Mas-
ter Colporteur, and stand stead-
fast at your post of duty as Moses 
did, who "endured, as seeing Him 
who is invisible." Hebrews 11:27. 

When the "no-order" days come, 
look up and beyond.- I think it 
was Emerson who said, "Never 
mind the ridicule, never mind de- 
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feat; up again, old heart!" Think 
of the strength in those words, "up 
again, old heart!" It is like the 
voice of a comrade urging us on 
when we are in despair. There-
fore, if whenever we are discour-
aged think of these words and 
"under Divine guidance, go for-
ward in the work." Colporteur 
Evangelist. 

I was won by a Colporteur 
Wong Fong Kiew 

Colporteur Evangelist, 
Mission of Malaya 

There is no higher work than 
than that of the colporteur evan-
gelist for without this means of 
giving the message thousands 
would never know the truth of 
God for today. 

When I was a student I studied 
the Bible lessons in school but 
could not understand the real 
meaning of Christianity. Suffer-
ing came with the passing of time 
and I began to wonder who the 
Merciful One was—the One who 
could lighten my burdens. I won-
dered too, just which church 
preached the truth and why there 
were so many different denomina-
tions. 

I thank the Lord for his direc-
tion in my life for one day a stran-
ger appeared at my door. I in-
vited him in. He canvassed me 
for the "Chinese Signs of the 
Times". I told him I had no in-
terest at all in reading books, 
besides the magazine he had to 
offer was rather expensive I 
thought. He tried to persuade me 
to purchase other papers he had 
but to no avail until he showed 
me a page in the "Signs" telling 
of children's problems. Since this 
caught my attention I was soon 
convinced the value of the paper 
was more than the price in dollars 
and cents so I subscribed, im-
mediately. 

A year later this gentleman, Mr. 
Yap, called on me again for the 
renewal of the "Signs". I told him 
I had no time in which to read, 
but while in conversation with 
him he mentioned this magazine 
was printed by the Seventh-day 
Adventist organization. He also 
recommended I study the Voice 
of Pr o p h e c y Correspondence 
Course. I signed up for it and 
before he left I subscribed again 
for the "Signs." 

After I received my Voice of 
Prophecy certificate I attended 

Wong Fong Kiew 
Colporteur Evangelist, 
Mission of Malaya. 

church services one Saturday. 
There I listened to Pastor Daniel 
Lim's message. After the service 
it was a pleasure to meet him. He 
and Pastor Chin visited me and 
studied the Bible with me. A 
few weeks later I was baptized. 

Up to this time I had never 
dreamed of becoming a colporteur 
myself. I chose the canvassing 
work because I was told that 
many more should become litera-
ture evangelists in order to finish 
the work of God. 

I attended the colporteur in-
stitute which was held in Singa-
pore but soon after this I had a 
physical examination and to my 
dismay was told a growth had 
been discovered. I could hardly 
believe this for I had felt no pain. 
The church members in Penang 
assisted me at this time so I could 
have surgical treatment in the Pe-
nang Sanitarium. Dr. Brueske op-
erated. How important it was 
for me to accept Christ when I 
did for had I not done so I would 
have been in great trouble finan-
cially and may have lost my life, 
through delay. 

Let us be awake to our opport-
unities as colporteur evangelists 
in bringing more souls to Christ. 

Literature Ministry as 
a Means of Soul Saving 

Yap Ming 
Colporteur Evangelist 

Mission of Malaya 
Our denomination has put much 

emphasis on the publishing work 
as a result of the vision shown to 
Mrs. Ellen G. White the night  

July, 1958 

of March 2, 1907. (See Colport-
eur Ministry, page 2.) Through 
His Messenger, the Lord instructed 
us to spread the gospel by means 
of our publications. Quoting from 
her writings we read, "The can- 
vassing work, properly conducted, 
is missionary work of the highest 
order." Col. Ministry, p. 6. It is 
evident from this statement that 
the Colporteur Ministry has much 
to do in spreading the truth and 
in saving of souls. It occupies 
an important part in the cause of 
God. My experience is a good 
illustration of how men and wo-
men come to know the Truth as 
a result of reading our literature. 

Before the year 1950 my family 
and I were worshippers of Baal in 
following the ways of our ances-
tors. We even scoffed at Christ-
ianity. However, the Lord was 
good to us for in April of 1950 
He called us out of darkness into 
His marvelous light. In accom-
plishing this He sent Brother Leow 
Han Ping to us who is now a 
retired colporteur with many years 
of experience. It was he who led 
me to study the truth of God's 
divine Word. Soon I was bap-
tized in the name of the Father, 
the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

Not long after this I recalled 
the teaching of the Saviour who 
said, "Ye are the light of the 
world." About this time I also 
came across a statement in Mrs. 
White's writings which says the 
colporteur is a watchman and a 
messenger. I responded at once. 
These words from Jesus and from 
the messenger of the Lord were 
a definite call for me to enter the 
colporteur ministry. I answered, 
"Here an I, send me." 

It has been seven years since 
I began this work. As a result 
ten precious souls have been won 
to Christ during this period. Three 
of them became colporteurs and 
are still in this ministry. 

In the great task given to us 
it is my sincere hope that my fel-
low workers will remember the 
saving of souls is to be the most 
important part of what we do. 
In this way we may be instru-
ments in the hand of God to 
help bring His work to a grand 
and glorious completion. 

Satan the arch enemy of man-
kind, works hard to induce the 
colporteur to sin in forgetting his 
greatest objective, that of soul-
saving. Let us not fall into his 
trap. 
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Brother Do Binh, Publishing 
Secretary, Mission of Vietnam 

love will last for ever and ever. 
In the large cities the people of 

today are seeking pleasure of the 
flesh, feverishly idolizing carnal 
passions, while the people in the 
country are struggling hard for 
their livelihood. Both have their 
minds set on other things than 
God's great love. And to all 
whether found in the city or the 
countryside, the colporteur evan-
gelist is to bring the gospel light, 
and show them the right way to 
everlasting life. The colporteur 
evangelist should be willing to 
help others in their need of all 
kinds, in healing the sick com-
forting the sorrowful et cetera, 
and thus doing, he lives out 
the principles of the two great 
commandments of his master 
worded in Matthew 22:37-39, 
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second 
is like unto it, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself." 

I Fell into an Ambush 
Pham Cuu 

Colporteur Evangelist 
Mission of Vietnam 

One early morning in the aut-
umn of 1952, as usual my wife 
and I and our two children gather-
ed around the family altar for 
morning worship, after which, I 
bade them good-bye and went out 
on a long journey to a city 300 
kilometers from my hometown. 

A beautiful day had dawned 
and the air was cool and fresh. I  

stopped just long enough to take 
a deep breath, then hastened to 
the bus station where my fellow 
travellers appeared to greet me 
cheerfully as though they knew I 
was the Heavenly King's messen-
ger. I boarded the bus, exchanged 
brief greetings with my neighbor 
while the bus started on its way. 
Soon the city of Saigon was lost 
to sight behind us and we were 
crossing immense green paddy 
fields. The vehicle travelling at 
high speed seemed to devour the 
road like a huge monster. 

By now the travellers had be-
come acquainted with one another 
and were chatting animatedly. 
The rural breeze had probably 
blown all their city worries into 
oblivion. 

Suddenly, however, a young 
man in military uniform stepped 
out from the roadside and beck-
oned the bus to stop. Fully con-
scious of his responsibility for the 
security of the road, he informed 
us of an enemy's ambuscade a-
head. He advised us to wait for 
the expeditionary forces who 
would be passing that way . We 
thought though, we would be safe 
enough since we were but civilians 
in a civilian transportation bus. 
With this in mind we felt the 
enemy would not attack us. Fur-
thermore, most of the passengers 
were anxious to arrive at their 
destination, so in spite of the warn-
ing they urged the bus driver to 
keep going. As for myself I was 
confident of our Lord's protect-
ing hand. The joyful atmosphere 
in the bus, however, had disap-
peared and everyone was appar-
ently worried. Fear was written 
on every face. Dismay and terror 
reached its climax as we neared 
the spot supposed to be perilous, 
but nothing happened. Everyone 
sighed in relief. The danger was 
thought to be over, and the men-
ace ended. 

Unexpectedly, a group of armed 
men with a murderous look on 
their faces emerged from the dense 
bushes on one side of the road. 
Without hesitation they opened 
fire, aiming their guns at our de-
fenseless bus. The consternation 
of the passengers was pitiful. I was 
impressed to tell the driver not 
to halt but to flee at top speed. 
I calmly assured him that the God 
of heaven would protect the lives 
of the passengers in his charge. 
My words of encouragement work-
ed something near to a miracle, 

The Colporteur Work, 
A work of Love 

Do Binh, Publishing Secretary, 
Mission of Vietnam 

The word "love" reminds the 
colporteur of something sublime; 
something great which has left in 
his heart and his mind a deep and 
ineradicable impression. He feels 
himself an object of the heavenly 
Father's love which called him 
out of darkness and perdition to 
the Light of Life. How vast and 
profound is that divine love which 
caused Jesus to become flesh and 
to die an ignominious death on 
the cross for the salvation of in-
grate humanity! (John 3:16) 

Reciprocating that supreme love, 
the colporteur assumes the duty 
of heralding far and wide the 
good tidings of salvation to coun-
try people and towns people alike. 
He takes upon himself the noble 
task of propagating the heavenly 
love in every home with no re-
gard to social class or racial dis-
crimination. His vocation is a 
vocation of love, being himself 
a disciple of love. (1 John 4:8) 
Sympathizing with the unfortunate 
lot of those who are caught in 
the enemy's trap, blind to God's 
compassion and doomed to eternal 
perdition, the colporteur evange-
list cannot help but herald the 
warning message to this genera-
tion. 

The colporteur feels unworthy 
of His Father's love if he fails to 
bring the good news of redemp-
tion and hope to his fellow men. 
Reversedly, if it is his lot to meet 

• trials and hardship in his career, 
he rejoices with the saints for be-
ing counted worthy to have a 
share in the passion of the Say- 

. lour. To him tribulation is noth-
ing, privation is nothing, perse-
cution is nothing, but the preach-
ing of God's love is most import- 
ant of all, for what he aims at is 
not an easy life, nor riches of this 
world, but souls and everlasting 
life. The Bible says that every-
thing of this world is vanity, but 
the knowledge of God and His 
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for he became bold and unafraid, 
and thus successfully pulled the 
vehicle out of the ambush. 

When we stopped at the next 
military post that day, we counted 
several bullet holes in the bus. 
Fortunately and miraculously not 
a passenger was hurt. The people 
kept silent as they saw me rever-
ently bow my head, and shut my 
eyes for a prayer of thanks to 
God. The driver approached me 
and thanked me for the assurance 
given him just at the time he was 
so frightened and was about to 
stop. Then all the passengers, 
amazed at my faith in God, sur-
rounded me assailing me with 
questions about my religion. I 
seized this rare opportunity to 
bear witness of our Saviour to 
them. Transformed was the grass 
yard into an auditorium with these 
people as listeners, and I a prea-
cher. Since then I have not met 
any of my road companious of 
that memorable day. But the ex-
perience is still fresh in my mind, 
and I am sure it ever remains in-
effaceable in the minds of those 
who witnessed this wonderful 
miracle of our compassionate 
Father and who listened to my 
witness on that historical day of 
deliverance. May the Holy Spirit 
keep on impressing the hearts of 
these people leading them some-
day to surrender their hearts to 
our loving Redeemer. 
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The Joy in Canvassing 
Chin Kong Loi 

Student Colporteur Evangelist 
In North Borneo 

Before you read on I am sure 
you would like to become ac-
quainted with one—Chin Kong 
Loi. Let me tell you something 
about him. In school he is a 
quiet person, but he is not silent 
whenever he thinks he ought to 
speak. In the year 1956 he was 
accepted as one to enter the 
Chinese Training Course in the 
Southeast Asia Union College. If 
he is worthy he will graduate- this 
year. Then he will go out to work 

Chin Kong Loi, Student 
Colporteur Evangelist 

for God and man. Now let us 
read about his canvassing exper- 
iences. 

During the school holidays for 
the past two years my time was 
spent in selling books and taking 
subscriptions for magazines—Chin-
ese, English, Malay and Indian—
which were all published by our 
own Presses. 

After the last term of last year 
we had a two months' holiday. 
Stephen Chee accompanied me in 
the circulation of our literature. 
The teritory to be covered was 
North Borneo. 

In the town of Tawau we spent 
one joyful week. The day before 
our departure however, we found 
we would not be able to visit all 
the homes and shops so we dis-
cussed this problem and decided 
the best way would be for us to 
work separately since we had been 
canvassing together before this. 
The next morning after breakfast 
we knelt to seek strength and wis-
dom and guidance from our Heav-
enly Father, then we started out 
to work in different areas of the 
town. For nine long hours we 
worked. That evening we sat to-
gether by the seaside to talk over 
the experiences of the day gained 
from contacts made with the 
people, and to share the joy we 
felt in service. 

Soon the moon appeared on 
the horizon. As it illuminated 
the earth with its silvery light we 
thought of the blessed words of 
Jesus Christ, "Ye are the light of 
the world." We sang praises to 
God, thanking Him for strength 
received to be light bearers for  
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Him. We know through our min-
istry that day Gpd gave special 
blessings to the - people for He 
helped us take twenty-eight sub-
scriptions to the "Chinese Signs of 
the Times." Two English educa-
ted souls ordered "Life and 
Health," one Malay paid for "Ke-
sehatan" and Sixty-six books were 
placed in the different homes. 
What a joy canvassing brings! 

The next morning with two 
boxes of books I embarked on the 
Kimanis intending to sail to La-
had Datu but my plan was chang-
ed by a Macedonian call coming 
from a small fishing port—Sem-
porna. Four years ago this port 
was robbed by sea pirates. Many 
of the inhabitants were killed, some 
wounded and money as well as 
goods were taken. Later, eight 
months before my arrival, there 
was a fire which swept over the 
whole town reducing about fifty 
shops to ashes. Upon my arrival all 
the business was being carried on 
in temporary buildings. However, 
the people are anxious to hear 
new things. They respect strangers 
who are kind and friendly to 
them. One of the homes enter-
tained me and offered me vegetar-
ian food, though they were pagan. 

It took me nine hours to can-
vass the whole town, including 
shops, homes and the two saw-
mills. Again, not less than sixty 
books were placed in the different 
shops and homes. Two Malays 
subscribed to the "Kesehatan" 
magazine. One English teacher 
sent for "These Tithes". Many 
people signed up for the Voice of 
Prophecy Correspondence Course. 
Some poor folks were happy to 
receive tracts which they read with 
great interest. All the people ex-
pressed their thankfulness for my 
visit, saying, "Come again and 
bring us more reading material." 
One of the Chinese school teach-
ers told me it would be fine if 
I could be their principal. Who 
am I, to be their principal? But 
he meant it. 

There is joy in canvassing, joy 
to travel, joy to visit new places, 
joy to meet different individuals, 
joy to gain precious experiences. 
joy to witness to God's love and 
grace, and most of all joy to 
bring to the people the good news 
of the Gospel of Salvation. 

Why not enter the Colporteur 
Evangelist Ministry and share in 
this wonderful joy! 
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The Rewards of Student 
Canvassing 

Chung Ket Shun 
Student Colporteur Evangelist 

In Sarawak 

"What can you get out of this?" 
How much are you going to pay 
me?" Often I hear people ask 
such questions as these. Yes, in 
this sin-cursed world, whatever we 
do we want to receive some re-
ward, in fact, the greater the 
better. So it is with student 
canvassing work. If there were 
no rewards whatsoever in canvass-
ing I am quite sure that I would 
not join in the work as a student 
colporteur, selling religious books 
which to most of the worldly 
people are as dull as ditch water. 
But surely the rewards are un-
countable. 

Without a shadow of a doubt, 
as a student canvasser, I have 
gained a lot of blessings and I 
do hope that more students will 
come and join in this noble work 
of God. With this in mind I 
would like to relate some of the 
rewards that come from canvass-
ing. 

Recalling some of my past ex-
periences, I can not help but think 
of the first time I went out to 
canvass. It was late March, in 
the year 1954 when Pastor Chin 
Kong Tai took me out to Seran-
goon Gardens. Before this how-
ever, I was asked to commit the 
canvass to memory, but due to my 
limited understanding of English 
I could not do this. Anyway, the 
first day, with the help of Pastor 
Chin, I got by very well, indeed. 
The next day, though, I had to go 
out by myself. It was a hard job 
for a young lad like me. I felt 
rather afraid as I knocked at the 
door alone for the first time. Really 
I hoped no one would come to 
open it. After a day of hard 
work I arrived home with two 
dollars and forty cent in my pock- 
et. However, now as a result 
of meeting different kinds of 
people my courage has been great-
ly increased. Today I would even 
dare to canvass the Queen! 

Last December Jimmy Yong 
and I made a trip to Kuching to 
canvass. Since neither of us had 
been there before, we were very 
anxious to see the place. When 
we reached Kuching, we had one 
dollar and forty cents left, after 
paying the different expenses in- 

curred on our trip. This was all 
we had. What an experience! My 
partner noticing the town to be 
small and not very prosperous 
asked, "Do you think we can ever 
make enough here in order to get 
back to Singapore?" Aware of the 
fact that the people in Borneo 
are easy to canvass, I quickly re-
plied, "Surely, we can." As a 
result of hard labor and many 
prayers we were able to reach 
the two thousand dollar sales 
mark. For this we give thanks 
to God for His abundant bless-
ings. Instead of coming back 
by boat we flew back and we 
each received a year's scholarship, 
almost. Truly canvassing is one 
of the best ways to earn enough 
to support oneself. 

In my canvassing work I have 
travelled quite extensively. So far 
I have been to most parts of 
Malaya and North Borneo. If I 
were not a student colporteur, I 
would never have had such -a 
chance to visit so many different 
countries. On the other hand, 
through travelling I have learned 
many things which could not be 
learned in a prison-like school. 

My heart was filled with cheer 
and joy, as I visited some of our 
churches in Sarawak, and learned 
of the steady progress of God's 
work and of the faithfulness of 
His people. Canvassing not only 
broadened my knowledge but also 
gave me a free ticket around this 
part of the world. 

As I canvassed from house to 
house, I met all kinds of people—
kind and sympathetic, harsh and 
impolite. Really it takes all sorts 
to make up the world. In dealing 
with them I learned how to be tact-
ful, patient and considerate. As I 
saw people working very hard on 
the dusty highway, in the factories 
and on the farms, I knew life bet-
ter. It is nothing but a battle 
field. All this enables me to 
handle the problems of life bet-
ter. 

Above all, canvassing has help-
ed me to know God better for I 
must depend on Him each time 
I go out. The heaventy Father 
is watching my footsteps, His all- 
seeing eye is fixed on the road I 
travel. Surely, my guardian angel 
protected me many times. 

Canvassing strengthened my 
character too. 

Since there are so many rewards 
in student canvassing why not 
come and join us? 
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The Work in Haadyai 
K. S. Wong Pastor 

Haadyai Church 

Haadyai is an important town 
in South Thailand and is conven- 
iently accessible by road and by 
air from Malaya. Our work in 
this flourishing town is represented 
by a hospital and a beautiful 
church recently built. There is a 
missionary doctor working in the 
hospital with over forty local 
workers assisting him. We are 
happy that another new doctor 
has recently arrived from the 
States, Dr. Walter Ordelheide 
and family. 

Those usually attending Sabbath 
services in the church, of which 
the writer is the pastor, is over 
fifty. Soon there will be another 
missionary family coming to join 
us. They will work among the 
Thai people while the writer is 
laboring among the Chinese people. 
We also have an English church 
school for our children. 

Since coming to take up the work 
here last autumn I have had Bible 
classes every Monday and Thurs-
day in a Mr. Chen Shaw Wen's 
shophouse. Mr. Chen is one of 
the deacons of our church. 

On March 29 of this year we 
held a baptismal service. Two 
Chinese women and one Thai wo-
man were baptized in the Haadyai 
River. Many people live on both 
shores of this river who were 
able to witness this solemn cere-
mony. These two young women, 
one Chinese and one Thai, were 
nurses in our hospital. Several 
workers, including Dr. and Mrs. 
Gregory had held Bible studies 
with them previously to my com-
ing to Haadyai. The other wo-
man was the wife of one of our 
church members, Mr. Chu Kok 
Ching. Years ago, Brother Chu 
was a member of the Sunday-keep-
ing church. When he and his three 
children received baptism by 
sprinking his wife and daughter re-
fused to accept Jesus at that time. 
Brother Chu prayed and worked 
for them without results for sev-
eral years. After joining the re- 
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remnant church Brother Chu ask-
ed our workers to help bring his 
wife to Christ. Still her heart was 
not moved. However, she at last 
did give her heart to Him through 
Pastor Kon's earnest efforts and 
the fervent prayers of the mem-
bers. 

We need the prayers of our 
Messenger family for those who 
are still in the Bible class. Please 
do remember them. 

NEWS NOTES 
• Dr. and Mrs G. H. Coffin and 
family are back in Singapore and 
hard at work after spending a 
very pleasant vacation at Port 
Dickson and Cameron Highlands. 
The Wicks from Ubol, Thailand 
and the Haskells from Penang also 
spent their vacation period with 
the Coffins. 

• Elder Roger Altman has great-
ly improved from his recent ser-
ious illness and is at his desk again 
in the Union office we are happy 
to report. 

• The Aaen family from the In-
donesia Union has been spending 
their vacation in Singapore. Elder 
B. A. Aaen is the principal of the 
Indonesian Union Seminary. 

• Elder R. K. Tilstra and family 
are now located in Malacca. They 
will be greatly missed on the 
Union compound. May God's 
richest blessings attend them in 
their work in this section of the 
field. As Elder and Mrs. Guild 
replace the Tilstras in the Balestier 
Road English church in Singapore 
our prayers will be with them as 
they continue the work in this 
center. 

• Harvest Ingathering has been 
wonderfully blessed of the Lord 
this year in the city of Singapore. 
A goal had been set for all the 
churches in the city to the amount 
of $40,000. However, a week be-
fore the campaign closed $51,000 
had been received. The South-
east Asia Union College raised 
over $26,000 of this amount in 
its record breaking drive. 

• Dr. and Mrs. Thrasher and 
family with Dr. and Mrs. Hynal 
and family of Bangkok are now 
vacationing at Cameron High 
lands. The Wentlands of Vietnam 
spent their vacation recently in 
Dalat while the Gregorys of Haa-
dayi, Thailand are having their 
vacation in Hong Kong. 

• Dr. W. R. Rosenquist, his 
wife and their three sons, Ronald, 
Roger and Royd also Mis Ruby 
Dybdahl, sister of Mrs. Rosen-
quist, are the guests of the Mazat 
family on the Union compound. 
They are making a world tour. 
When in the United States Dr. 
R osenquist has a private practice 
in Phoenix Arizona. Miss Dybdahl 
works in the bacteriology depart-
ment of the White Memorial Hos-
pital in Los Angeles. 

• Also on the compound as 
guests of Mrs. C. E. Randolph 
is Dr. Robert Rosenquist and 
family. Dr. Rosenquist has been 
assisting in the Manila Sanitarium 
and Hospital for a year in the 
absence of one of the doctors 
who has been home on furlough. 
When at home in the States Dr. 
Rosenquist practices in Redlands, 
California. These two families 
are traveling together. The doc-
tors are cousins. 

Literature Evangelists 
H. W. Peterson 

Publishing Secretary 
Southeast Asia Union 

MISSION OF MALAYA 

COLPORTEURS HOURS AMOUNT  

h 	is. T. P. Khor 239 $ 	820.00 

P.C. Dominic 222 1,024.80 

Yap Ming 181 482.70 

M Y. P. Fung 16o 1,000.00 
K. Y. Cheng 160 555.40  
D.A.Abraham 16o 166.70 

* 	if* Wong Siong 156 370.10 

N A G. C. Lim 139 8o6.5o 
E. H. Wu 150 704.40 
H. C. Ann 108 682.50 

ra' HI Y. Y. Wong 108 210.60 
John Chew 103 259.00 

1401 F. K. Wong 94 209.15 

Y. L. Tan 7o 468.90 
K. C. Khoo 47 175.00 

G. S. Khor 38  89.5o 
Ruth Currie 28 64.80 
Mrs. S.T. Seow 16 io6.00 
K. W. Cheng 16 21.30 
C. Y.Wong 10 34.00 
Mrs. Paul 10 68.00 
Mrs. Chin 141.80 

22 	Colps. 	2,241 $ 8,461.15 

SINGAPORE 
MAGAZINE WORKERS 

Ruth Currie 	981/2  

C. Y. Wong 
Ida Khag 

Janet Siew 
Y. C. Ho 

3o 
31/2  

3 

318.8o 

62.40 
63.35 

7.1 5 
49.70  

Er.-N S. Y. C. School — 68.90 
Miscellaneous — 90.75 

5 	Colps. 135 $ 661.05 

THAILAND MISSION 

Yung Yong 160 $ 5,157.00 

Student 84.00 

Office 3,673.00 

Misc. 	Sales 403.00 

2 	Colporteurs 16o $ 9,317.00 

VIETNAM MISSION 

COLPORTEUR HOURE AMOUNT 
Nguyen D Due 276 PS. 20,190.00 

Huynh Tu Nhon 206 19,280.00 
Truong Tho Tho 182 12,455.00 
Pham Cuu 187 12,145.00 
Pham So 192 11,050.00 
Phamg T Nguyen 145 10,000.00 

Vo Tin 184 7,190.00 
Truong Nga 192 6,600.00 
Lam K Tuyen 86 5,575.00  
Phamg Hong 4,200.00 
Vo Van Sau 68 3,960.00 
Phu Duc Tai 118 3,400.00 
Training 	School 12,800.0o 
Cash Sale 8,220.00 

12 	Colporteurs 1,836 Ps. 137,065.00 
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