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The Secret of Success

A. V. Olson

Every normal person in this world finds a desire in his heart to be a success in life. This is
true of the Christian as well as of the man of the world, only the true Christian has an entirely different
conception of what constitutes true success. To harbor this desire in the heart is not wrong. The evil
lies not in having such a desire, but in enferfaining false ideas of what constitutes success and in
employing wrong means and methods to achieve it.

The Lord has made it very clear in His word that He wants His children fo prosper both individ-
ually and collectively. His plan for His peopie of old was that they should be “the head and not the
tail”, and His plan for His people today is the same. It is His purpose that His church shall be a
mighty influence in this world, and that it shall prosper in the accomplishment of the great and important
task that He has committed to it.

Success, then, is a thing to be desired. But the strongest and most earnest desire will not suffice
to bring it to us. If we really want it, we must seek for it, labor for it and sacrifice for it. It can never
be obtained without real effort. Those who desire it must be willing to pay the price.

Human effort alone, however, no matter how great, can not assure us of success. This is
especially true in the work of God. Without divine help and blessing, all human plans, and labors, and
sacrifices will be in vain. Without help from above, we can do nothing. But, thank God, we can do all
things through Christ. Through Him, glorious success will crown our efforts.

This divine blessing, which is the first requisite fo success, the Lord is willing to bestow upon
all who will be frue and loyal to Him. To us foday, as well as fo His people of old, the Lord says,
“ This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” Concerning king Uzziah, who reigned
fifiy and two years in Jerusalem, the Bible record contains this significant statement, * And as long as
he sought the Lord, God made him to prosper.” And of his son we read: “So Jotham became mighty,
because he prepared his ways before the Lord his God.” The word of God abounds with promises
and statements such as these. Again and againthe Lord assures His people that if they will be loyal and
true to Him He will bless and prosper them in their undertakings. :

To us, as a people, God has committed a large and important work - a work that is dear to our
hearts. For its success we have toiled and prayed, and sacrificed. Every forward move, every sign of
progress has cheered our hearts. Now our great desire and concern is to see it carried forward with
success to a speedy and triumphant finish. If we will be loyal to our God, loyal to the principles of
His work, loyal to the Message, and true to the frust He has committed info our hands, He will
wonderfully bless and prosper us in His work and grant us glorious success. This He is willing to do,
yea eager to do: “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew
himself strong in behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.”
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The Work in Our Missions

‘ D. N. Wall

Starting from Marseille on one of the big
boats of the “ Messageries Maritimes” line, we
voyaged by way of Zanzibar, touching Mombassa
and Dar es Salaam on the East coast of Africa,
and after our vessel had plowed through the
Mediterranean Sea, passed through ihe Suez
Canal, the Red sea, and continued its course for
many days in the blue waters of the Indian
Ocean. After having covered a distance of 10,000
kilometers, we arrived in the harbor of Majunga,
which is the first call of the mail boats from
Europe and one of the principal harbors of the
great island of Madagascar. Brother and Sister
Long and their two children were with us,
returning from their furlough in Europe to enter
upon a further term of service in this island
field, which they have learned to love

Majunga, meaning “a city of flowers”, is
a beautiful thriving city with several factories,
and has 20,000 inhabitants. As soon as the boat
dropped its heavy anchor, Brother M. J. Bureaud,
the director of the Madagascar Mission, came
on board to welcome Brother and Sister Long
and their children, back to this needy mission
field and also to meet the writer. The Long
family however, continued their voyage with us
.to Tamatave, where they left the boatto proceed
to their new field of labor.

Brother Bureaud informed us that our
native believers in the city had arranged for a
meeting and were expecting us. As we had but
a short stop in this harbor, we immediately
proceeded to the place of meeting Since we had
quite a distance to go, we decided upon taking
rickshaws as a means of conveyance, which by
the way was a new experience to the writer. As
we neared the place of meeting, we saw our
native believers with their smiling faces, waving
their hands at us. Our stay being very brief,
we had time for only one meeting. But many
remained after the service to visit with us. We
have a native worker and 53 Sabbath school
members in this place. They meet in rented

quarters, but have been granted a plot of ground

by the government in a central location along
one of the main boulevards. These native
believers are very enthusiastic in their service
for the Master and are determined to have a
chapel which they sorely need. The chapel in
this prominent location where the ground is
high, will be seen from a long distance and that
from every direction. They took us to this
building lot, where they had hauled the necessary
sand and stones for the chapel. They also have
about 5,000.— French francs in cash, but they
need another 30,000.— French francs in order
to build the chapel. There are bright prospects

for great results in soul-winning in this city.

Brother Bureaud joined our company as we
proceeded on our voyage, and early Friday
morning, the 23rd of March, our steamer entered
the large Diego-Suarez bay, and the picturesque
city of Diego-Suarez came into full view. We had
barely cast anchor, when in this early morning
hour we were greeted by our missionary family,
Brother and Sister Tolici and their children,
their faces beaming with joy, when we shook
hands.

I had been anxiously waiting to see these
missionaries, since I had been associated with
them in Rumania a number of years ago, and
had a part in selecting them for this mission
field. Seventh-day Adventists are the only de-
nomination in Rumania who have sent out mis-
sionaries from that land. Brother and Sister
Tolici are therefore the only missionaries who
have ever gone out from Rumania. They have
labored with success in Madagascar during the
five years which they have spent on the island.
They have, however, been in their present
field, Diego-Suarez, but a short time. Nevertheless
they have won a number of souls. They very
kindly invited us to come with them at once to
their modest home, so that they might have as
much time as possible to visit with us. When
we reached the shore in a little row-boat, we
were met by a number of native converts. Several
of these people have already been baptized and
are organized into a group, while at the time
of our visit ten other native converts were pre-
paring for baptism. We had the joy of having
several meetings on the Sabbath. Although the
work in this city.in the extreme North of the
island has really only been started, there are
most promising prospects for the future develop-
ment of the work. It is very gratifying to
see that our work is getting a strong foothold
in these important coastal cities.

The next city to visit in the course of our
voyage was Tamatave, which is another seaport
and borders on a very wide bay, closed in by
coral reefs This city of 15,000 inhabitants
suffered severely from a cyclone in March of
1927. However, these thrifty people have been
busy in rebuilding and, beautifying their city.
As soon as our boat touched the dock, we were
met by two of our native evangelists, Brethren

_J. Ramamonjisoa and ]J. W. Ralibera, who greeted

us with smiling faces and gave us a most hearty
welcome, informing us that they had arranged
for three meetings to be held during our brief
stay, and that the first meeting was to begin
at once. It was to be a native wedding, and the
(Continued on page 6)
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writer was asked to officiate. We met in our
own .new chapel, which our believers in Europe
have helped to build. The chapel is located in
the center of the village, and we were impressed
with the neat native dwellings and the clean
streets. We have 97 Sabbath school members in
this village and 35 in a small village just a little
distance from Tamatave. This gathering in our
own chapel was a beautiful sight. Our native
believers are very neat and clean. The men and
women with their white “lamba”, a large square
of cloth folded round the body somethlng like
the Roman toga, and which is the characteristic
native dress, look very tidy and graceful. Many
friends and nelghbors had been invited, and so
we had a large meeting. After the meeting we
were invited to a clean Seventh-day Adventist
home where cold drinks, wedding cake and a
variety of fruits were served. A large number
of rickshaws had been engaged to take us from
the chapel to this home, and after refreshments
had been served, back again to the chapel for
another meeting.

- Before we bade our people good- bye we
walked along the beautiful beach near which
are many graceful palm trees. One of the native
evangelists told us that our believers often meet
on this beach on Friday evenings to give further
study to the Sabbath school lesson before Sabbath
morning. He also spoke about the faithfulness
of our believers in paying their tithe.

“ As our boat was ready to leave, they bade
“us. Godspeed, and soon Brother Bureaud and I
were out on the blue sea once more, now on

our way to the island of Mauritius. I was pro-
foundly thankful to God for what my eyes had:

seen of the triumph of the third angel’s message
in these three harbor towns of Madagascar, and
I-was happy to think, that on my return from

‘Mauritius T was to have six full weeks to visit-
other churches and groups, besides mission

schools and a publishing house. I did not realize,

however, that what 1 would be privileged to see "

during these six weeks in Madagascar and before
then in the very interesting Mission of Mauritius,
would far exceed my hlghest expectations, and‘
that besides, a happy surprise was awaiting me
on another island. However, this I must reserve
for a further report.

The Value of Time

" Diverse talents have been entrusted by our
heavenly Father to diverse persons, but one
talent is common to all: the talent of time. “Our
time belongs to God. Every moment is His, and
“wedre under the most solemn obligation to
improve it to His glory. Of no talent He has given

will He require a more strict account than of our
time.” — “Christ’s Object Lessons,” page 345. "
The Christian world is asleep while precious
time, every moment of which is “freighted with
eternal consequences,” is flying past. “Now it
is high time to wake out of sleep, for now is
our salvation nearer than when we believed.”
We often say that time flies, but it is not so
much that time flies, as that we do not make
the right use of it, and time wasted is worse
than no fime at all. Said ore, “I wasted time,
and now doth fime waste me.” _
Strange it is how some people squander
their t'me and then complain that they have no
time, no time for Bible study and prayer, no
time for home missionary work, no fime for
self-improvement. “Upon the right improvement
of our time depends our success in acquiring
knowledge and mental culture... A few moments
here and a few there, that might be frittered
away in aimless talk; the morning hours so

‘often wasted in bed; the time spent in fravelling

on trams or railway cars, or waifing af the
station; the moments of waiting for meals, waiting
for those who are tardy in keeping an appoint-
ment, - if a book were kept at hand, and these
fragments of time were improved in study,
reading, or careful thought, what might not be
accomplished.” — “ Christ’s Object Lessons,”
page 347.

The counsel of the wise man is apt, “Whatso-
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.”
We ought to have a definite aim in all we do.
We must budget our time for a given task and
then bend every effort fo finish it in that given
time. It was Seneca who said, “There are some
hours which are taken from us, some which
are stolen from us, and some which slip from

s.” Idle people complain that they have no
time to do what they wish fo do. If is not the
time but the will that is wanting. The Turks
have a proverb that the devil tempts the busy
man, but the idle man tempts the devil.

Martin Luther realized that we ought to use
our fime to the fullest extent in the service of God
and of mankind, when he wrote, “The human
heart is like a millstone in a mill; when you put
wheat under it, it turns and grinds and bruises
the wheat to flour; if you put no wheat it still
grinds on - and grinds itself away.”

Parents should teach their children the value
and right use of time. Teach them that to do some-
thing which will honor God and bless humanity
is worth striving for. Even in their early years
they can be missionariesfor God. Parents cannot
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commit a greater sin than by allowing their
children to have nothing to do.” — * Christ's
-Object Lessons,” page 349.

“See then that ye walk circumspectly, not
as fools, but as wise, redeeming the fime,

because 1he days are evil.” “The value of fime .

is beyond computation. Christ regarded every
moment as precious, andit is thus that weshould
regard it... DBut time squandered can never
be recovered. We cannot call back even one
moment. The only way in which we can redeem
our time is by making the most of that which
remains, by being co-workers with God in His
‘great plan of redemption.” — Ibid., page 346.

The Quarterly Summaries

Actions’ were taken at the 1934 Division Council
the purpose of which was to strive for greater results
during 1935 both in the ingathering of souls and in the
raising of funds for the maintenance and the extension
of the work.

The statistical and financial reports for the first
quarter of the present year are contained in this issue
of the Quarterly Revicw. 1t will be noticed that in the
number of baptisms we lacked five in reaching last year’s
figure; the total being 206 against 211. However, six
more were accepted by vote during the first quarter of
this year, making a gain this year of one for the two
items combined.

From the financial statements it will be seen that
there has been a small increase in total mission offerings,
while the tithe receipts show a slight decrease. We are
hopeful, however, that the second quarter’s reports will
reveal a marked improvement over those for the first.

Reports that have come to us from most parts of
the Division indicate that there have been many baptisms
during the months of April, May and June. Large giits
have been received in connection with the annual meet-
ings held during the spring and early summer months,
and the “Melting Pot” and the “Week of Sacrifice”
offerings also seem to have brought good results.

It is our sincere prayer that the Lord will in a
special manner pour out of His Spirit upon workers and
church members during the second half of the year, so
that a very large harvest of souls may be garnered in.
In view of the seriousness of the fimes and our present
opporiunity to work with a certain degree of freedom, it
is imperative that the time be redeemed and our forces
utilized fo the very best advantage possible, because “the
night cometh when no man can work.”

. S. R

Echoes from the Azores

Last autumn, Brother Mansell and his family were
sent to open up evangelistic work in the Azores Islands,
where colporfeurs from Portugal had already sold a large
number of our books. As soon as they were settled in
their new home, Brother Mansell began a systematic
distribution of tracts. Before long, a number of people
became interested in the Truth, and Bible studies were

arranged for them. Later, a good hall was rented and
fitted up for religious services. In alefter dated May 17,
Brother Mansell writes:

“We are at present in the midst of our firss
effort over here, and | am glad to report that our
hall is generally filled to the doors. We are
finishing up the second week and are beginning
to enter the testing truths. I do not recall ever
holding a series of meetings where the people
seemed so eager to listen. They fasten their
eyes on the speaker with stich earnestness. We
made out our invitations and handed them to the
middle and the better classes, and we have our
hall filled with business men and their families.
There are more than 80°/, men, which is very
unusual. Our hall is on the second floor, and in
avery central location, over the British Consul’s
office and in his own building. Our Sabbath.
school is making fine progress. Last Sabbath's
report showed 22 members, 21 present, 19 daily
lesson study and 20 Escudos in offering. We
have a room tfo the right of the hall for young
people’s and children’s classes, and we are already
beginning to train teachers. Our hands are full
with Bible studies and visits. While it is foo
early to predict the final outcome, we believe
that we will reap a good harvest.”

We believe that our people will be glad to pray for
the success of the work in this new island field far out
in the Aflantic Ocean.

A. V. OLsoN.

“Men are needed for this fime who can understand
the wants of the people, and minister to their necessities.
The faithful minister of Christ watches atevery outpost, to
warn, toreprove, to counsel, to entreat, and to encourage his
fellow-men, laboring with the Spirit of God, which worketh
in him mightily, that he may present every man perfect
in Christ.”” Gospe/ Workers, page 315.
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) ~ NEWS NOTES * *

In connection with the Collon-
ges school board meeting the
latter part of April, D. Walther,
for many yearsone of theteach-
ers at the school, was elected
president. H. Evard, who has
served so faithfully in this ca-
pacity during the last five years,
will remain at the school and
continue his teaching work.

*

D.N. Wall returned from his vi-
sit to the Madagascar and Mauri-
tius Missions the 18th of June
after an absence of four and a
half months. He brings a very
cheering report of the pro-
vidences of Godin these far-away
fields and of the progress of
the work. We refer to his article
in this ‘issue of our Division
paper.
. *

Recent visitors to the Division
officehavebeen: W.H. Williams,
undertreasurer of the General
Conference; C.E. Weaks, Pub-
lishing secretary of the General
Conference; A. W. Peterson,M. V.
secretary of the General Con-
‘ference, and O. Schildhauer,
treasurer of the Central Eu-
ropean Division. The brethren
from the General Conference
are spending anumber of months
in Europe attending annual
meetings, conventions, institutes
and board meetings.

*

P. Tissoi, who has been
connected with the Collonges
school for more than eleven
years as treasurer and part of
the time as business manager
and rendered very efficient
service, has been asked to
connect with the Division office
as cashier and bookkeeper. We
expect Brother Tissot will take
hold of his new duties about
August 1. We extend to him
and his family a hearty welcome
to Division headquarters.

*

One of the members of our
Division staff, O. Fasnacht, was
recently elected business manag-
er of our food factory ,Phag*
at Gland. Brother Fasnacht has
beenconnected with the Division
office since the spring of 1933

following his many years of
service in Rumania as secretary-
treasurer of that field. His pains-
taking work has been much

appreciated.
*

We are happy to announce
that in connection with our
youth’s congress at Collonges,
from July 23till 28, we shall have
theservices of Prof. A.W. Peter-
son,M.V.secretary of the General
Conference; C.V. Anderson and
M. Busch, M.V, secretaries of
the Northern and Central Euro-
pean Divisions respectively.
Our Division president, 4. V.
Olson, and other members of the
Division staff will also be in
attendance. We also expect union
and local presidents as well as
other workers to attend at least
part of the congress.

*

The annual meetings in the
Swiss, the Iberian, the North
African, and the Italian Unions
were held during the months
of April, May and the early part
of June. Three of the annual
meetings in Rumania and also
the South France conference
have been in session. From per-
sonal attendance and reports
we know that these meetings
have been seasons of real spiri-
tual refreshing.

*

Since the return of M. Raspal
from the Equatorial African
Mission, the Division committee
has given careful study to the
appointment of his successor.
The Franco-Belgian Union and
the East France Conference have
recently agreed to release
M. Fridlin for this important
field. Brother Fridlin has been
connected with the work in
Alsace the last two years. We
expect that Brother and Sister
Fridlin will proceed to their new
field of labor during the month
of September.

*

A.J. Girvou, who has served
as superintendent, of the Mauri-
tinus Mission the last six years,
has recently been appointed
superintendent of the Iberian
Union. We expect Brother Girou
and hisfamily to returnto Europe

in the late summer. He will enter
upon his new responsibilities
in Spain and Portugal in the
autumn. During his adminis-
tration and his untiring service
on Mauritius the membership
has nearly tripled, and a number
of splendid chapels have been
erected. The last one of these
places of worship was recently
dedicated. It has a seating capa-
city of about 600. F. Augsburger
has been appointed temporarily
to take charge of the work in
the field.

Just as the last number of our
Quarterly Review had gone to
press, our hearts were saddened
by the news of the death of Elder
A.G. Daniells, which occurred
in California on March 22, Elder
Daniells had been a worker and
aleader in the Advent Movement
for over half a century. For more
than two decades he served as
president of the General Con-
ference, and for a period of four
years also as secretary. Through
his earnest labors, his devoted
ministry and his wise counsel
the cause ot Present Truth was
advanced in all the world con-
tinents. Wherever duty called he
went. In his extensive travels
aroundthe world, Europe greatly
benefited from his visits. He was
known and loved by tens of
thousands of workers and be-
lievers of the advent faith
scattered in every clime of earth.
Under his leadership the organi-
zation of this Movement was
greatly enlarged and strength-
ened, especially was our foreign
mission program set in operation
during his executive term as the
leader ot the denomination. In
all the world there are those
who met in him one of the great-
est and warmest of friends. His
work under God remains as an
impressive monument to his
consecration, ability, integrity
and leadership in the cause of
God. We know that we express
the sentiment of our workers
and our believers generally in
Southern Europe when we add
our tribute of gratitude to God
for such a noble life of service
as that of our brother.
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