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Report of the Ninth Winter Council of the
Southern European Division

The Winter Council of the Division commitee
is an occasion of great blessing to the cause
of God in Southern Europe. It affords year by
year a much needed opportunity for the leaders
of the work to unite in prayer and re-dedication
of life to God, and in brotherly counsel on
problems that are vital to the welfare of the
church. Each Council results in a clearer defi-
nition of objectives and methods of labor and
in renewed courage and determination for the
great, unfinished task.

unity of spirit and action are to be maintained,
certainly the men who are burdened with leader-
ship must have the opportunity of coming
together regularly in counsel. The annual Winter
Council of the Division committee provides this
opportunity.
Attendance at the Council

The 1936 Council convened December [-8 in
the Zurich Advent-Mission chapel. This build-
ing is als» the headquarters of the German
Swiss Conference, and provided

The Purpose of our Council

As the work has devcloped
and expanded, the Winter Coun-
cil has becomea real necessity.
The varied interests of a growing
work must be carefully knitted
together into a common cause,
In fact, nothing is more empha
sized in the word of God and
the Spirit of prophecy than the
need of “cherishing the unity
of the spirit in the bond of
peace.” This need is quite ob-
vious in a vast Division like ours
with its many national unitsand
customs, andits varied conditions
of labor.

A Fitting New Year
Message

Workers for Christ are never
to think, much less to speak, of
failure in their work. Instead of
deploring difficulties, they are
called upon to surmount them.
They are to despair of nothing,
and to hope for everything. The
Lord Jesus is our efficiency in
all things: His Spirit is to be
our inspiration; and as we place
ourselves in His hands, to be
channels of light, our means of
doinggood will never be exhaust-
ed. We may draw upon His
fulness, and receive of that grace
which has no limit.

Gospel Workers, pp. 19, 39.

splendidaccommodations for sub-
committee and secretarial woik.
The Council assembled, in
addition to General Conference
representatives and the Divi-
sion staff, thirty-six delegates.
All fields of continental Europe
aud the North African Union
Mission were duly represented.
In the absence of A.J. Girou,
war-torn Spain was represented
by H. Struve, of Barcelona.

The far-away missions of the
Atlantic and Indian Oceans,
and the Equatorial African
Mission could not send delegates
to this year's Council. However,

Today the work presses for-

they were neither forgotten nor

ward in nineteen different coun-
tries and islands in our Division. Thirty-eight
conferences and missions, and fifty four institu-
tions are operated on a territory which extends
trom the Azores on the west, to the Black Sea
on the east, and from Belgium on the North Sea,
to Madagascar in the South Indian Ocean. The
leaders of the cause in this immense territory
pursue the work of their allotted tasks week after
week amid changing conditions and increasing
difficulties. Questions are constantly arising,
demanding decisions of far-reaching import. If a

neglected in the plans for the
coming year. The Council requested that the<e
fields be visited by Division representatives
during 1937.

We were privileged this year to have three
General Conference representatives present for
the session. J. L. McElhany, president, W.E.
Nelson, treasurer, and W.H. Teesdale, associate
secretary of the Department of Education, all
rendered very efficient service. These brethern
listened with interest and sympathy to the story
of Southern Europe’s needs and possibilities,
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and helped very definitely in finding solutions -
for many exceptionally grave problems. We feel
certain that the deep inspiration brought to the
Council by their ministry will be felt in a very
marked way to the farthest ends of the Division.

The Keynote Message

In opening the first meeting of the Council, .
Elder A. V. Olson, president of the Southern
European Division, sounded the note that mark-
ed the whole session.

“ We are gathered here to-night,” he said, “to
plan for the future of the work of God in
Southern Europe. A solemn responsibility rests
upon us and we need to seek God as never before
for divine help, divine wisdom, and divine guidance,
I am so glad that He is willing and ready to help
us when we call upon Him ; let us lead our people
to a new experience with God that will enable them
to stand firm amid the coming trials.

“ And then we must not forget our great, unwarn-
ed fields. We must do something in this Council
t0 turn our attention to them. We must plan for
more funds to be raised. This Council must result
in a larger vision, in new hope and courage, more
faith and contidence in God, and in a more Success-
ful activity for the Lord. To this end let us earnestly
seek God for help.”

Our president concluded his introductory
remarks thus: “Our Division Councils have al-
ways been blessed by a remarkable spirit of
unity and brotherly fellowship. We thank the
Lord for this and humbly beg Him to give us,
this same spirit again during this Council, from
the first to the last meeting.” Our president’s
prayer waus fully answered, for a beawiful spirit
of unity and fellowship, with perfect liberty in
the expression of varying viewpoints, prevailed
unceasingly. “Forward in unity,” became the
keynote of a wonderful Council.

Victorious Advance

A wonderful story of advance was revealed
in the reports rendered by field and insti
tutional leaders and faithfully reflected in the
statistical report. The past year was a year of
hardship and trial for all fields, but also a year
of victory. In spite of the economic distress
common to all lands, we were not compelled
to abandon one single post; on the contrary, a
new mission was opened on the isiand of Reunion.
Already reports tell us of Sabbath keepers there,
and an appeal has come for money to build a
chapel.

Four families have returned to the mission
fields from furlough during 1936. Three o.hers
have gone out for the first time, and another
family has been placed under appointment for
service in the Cameroon. Here is the complete
list: ‘

Mr. and Mrs. Z. Yérétzian and family to Came-

roon (returning), February.

‘pletion.
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Mr. and Mrs. E. Bénézech and family to Mada-

gascar (returning), February.

Mr. and Mrs. P. Girard and child, of North Africa,

to Reunion Island, March.

Mr. and Mrs. K. Sturzenegger and child, of Swit-

zerland, to the Seychelles Islands, September.
Mr. and Mrs. A. Sallée to Cameroon (returning),
October.

Mr. and Mrs. C. Tolici and family to Madagascar
{returning), November.

Mr. and Mrs. R. Bentz, of France, to Indo-China,
November.

Mr. and Mrs. L. Curmatureanu, of Rumania, to
Cameroon (under appointment).

Flder Olson summed up thus the iast eight
yvears of activity since the organization of the
Division :

“December 31 of this year marks the end of the
eighth year since the Southern European Division
was organized. A great book could be written
about the hardships and persecutions and difficulties
endured during these years, but I am glad to say
that God has been with us. Somehow He has gone
before us and has opened the way so that we have
been compelied to send out our men. We have
opened up Madeira, the Azores, Cape Verde, the
Seychelles, Reunion, and the work in the older
fields has been strengthened. A new school has been
built in Rumania, the French publishing house has
enlarged its quarters, and quite a large number of
chapels have been erected in different parts. We
do not know what the report for the last quarter
will be, but, judging by the reports for the first
nine months of 1936, we can say that our member-
ship will have almost doubled by the end of the
year. If we could have baptized those who are
ready and who want to be baptized in Rumania, but
who have not yet been able to get a release from
the state church, we would have fully doubled our
membership during these eight years.”

During the four-year period 1932-1935, 10,743
new members were added tothe Division mem-
bership. That is, a strong conference of 2,685
members every yvear, and a fine church of 52
members every week. The first nine months of
1936 show a very encouraging alvance over
the same period of 1935, with 2286 members
received by baptism aud vote, against 2,115 in
1935. Thus the work sweeps on from country
to country, and from island toisland, gathering
momentum as it appreaches triumphint com-.

Needs and Possibilities

Southern Europe’s great dearth of workers
and lack of means for carrying the message
to a popul.ition of nearly two hundred million,
were the leitmotiv of every report and the bur-
den of every field leader’s ptea. The harvest
is great but the workers are few. In Italy, for
instance, each evangelistic worker is confron-.
ted with the task ofevangelizing 796,296 people.
In the Iberian Union the number is 580,660 ;

(Continued on page 7)
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Statistical Report of the Southern Europ. Div. of S. D. A, for the Quarter Ending September 30, 1936
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Financial Report of the Southern Europ. Division of S. D. A. for the Quarter Ending September 30, 1936
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10. Madagascar-Mascarene U. M. #) $ 1,742.— 576.94 — 26.77 177.95
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#Report for the 2nl gaarter 1936.
#Parial report because of war.
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Specification of Mission Offerings ( Column No. 3)
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Plans and Resolutions

The results of the deliberations of the Winter
Council were largely crystalized in recommenda-
tions and resolutions. The following are typical of
the spirit of “‘larger planning in 1937" that charac-
terized every plan laid at this important meeting :

The “Win-One” Movement

WHEREAS, The speedy proclamation of the
Advent message to all the world in this generation
depends to a large extent upon the active and
intelligent codperation of our church members in a
well-organized soul-winning endeavor,

We rvecommend, 1. That every believer be encour-
aged to join in a world-wide “win-one” movement,
maintaining a definite prayer list, and by personal
soul-winning efforts seek to win at least one soul
to Christ before the close of 1937.

2. That we appeal to our ministry to assist in
marshalling our lay forces {or attaining this worthy
objective.

Greater Faithfulness in Tithe-Paying

Conference presidents have been admonished
“to see that the elders and deacons of churches
do their work in the churches b%r seeing that
a faithful tithe is brought into the treasury”,
and elders of churches are admonished to “labor
from home to home that the flock shall not be re-
miss in this great matter which involves such
a blessing or such a curse” (Testimonies to Minis-
ters, pp. 305-306). As a people we should understand
that as the Lord has reserved to Himself the
Sabbath as holy time, so has He reserved to
Himself one tenth of our increase as holy. And as
we have found delight in observing the Sabbath,
so we should take delight in returning to God that
portion of our untithed possessions and increase
which is His own. .

In considering these principles, and in view of
the present needs and possibilities of evangelistic
endeavor,

We rvecommend, 1. That every Seventh-day
Adventist throughout our Division field be encour-
aged to enter into a covenant with God annually to
pay promptly an honest tithe into the church
treasury, and to do this where possible weekly or
monthly.

2. That this matter be taken up in the churches
at the beginning of the year, and that the use of
the tithe covenant card be encouraged.

3. That workers and elders make efforts to help
those who are delinquent to see their privilege and
responsibility in regulaﬂ{1 paying a full tithe into
the treasury of the church.

4. That special attention be given to instructing
new church members in this matter.

As measures for promoting this effort,

We vecommend, 1. That all our members be
urged to subscribe for the church paper of their
language, and that, where necessary, steps be taken
to help those who are not able to subscribe.

2. Thata continual educational effort on tithe-paying
be carried on in our different church papers.

3. That controlling committees see that proper
help is provided for pushing forward vigorously
this education on tithing, in order that all our
church officers and our people individually may be
reached by personal contact or personal létters, and
thatthe effort be continuous rather than spasmodic.

4. That reports be sent to church pastors and
local elders from time to time, showing the progress
of the effort to lead our church members to become
one-hundred-percent tithe payers.

Publishing Department

In view of the fact that the first canvassers
began their work in Switzerland in 1867, and that
consequently 1937 is the jubilee year of our colpor-
teur evangelism in Europe, we, delegates of the
Southern European Division, assembled for the
1936 Winter Council, express our gratitude to God
for the wonderful development of this important
branch of the work during the past seventy-year
period, for the blessings that have attended the
endeavors of our faithful army of colporteurs, and
particularly for the many souls brought to the truth
through the printed page, and pledge ourselves
before God to renewed efforts for the strengthening
of the Publishing Department;

1. By giving special atlention to the training of
stronger leaders and better canvassers, and showing
a real interest in the work they accomplish.

2. By using every opportunity of placing before
the church the high value of our publications as a
soul-saving agency and of encouraging consecrated
church members to give their life to the heaven-
born calling of colporteur evangelism.

3. By unflinching determination to organize all
our forces for the purpose of placing the printed
page in every home in our territory!

Continuous Effort in Evangelism

WHEREAS, We are now entering the era of the
last and unprecedented crisis of the ages, when the
fast fulfilling signs of the times point with ever
increasing evidence to the soon commg of Christ
and tell us that our time for favorable work is
short, and

WHEREAS, We recognize soul-winning evan-
%elism is still the chief objective and fundamental
eature of our organized work and the primary
means of proclaiming God’s saving message to the
populous cities and to all mankind; and

WHEREAS, We recognize the splendid efforts
for a greater evangelism during the several years
East have resulted in a large fruitage which in turn

as brought added strength to all branches of our
work ; therefore

We recommend, 1. That we earnestly strive to
retain our soul-winning gains, and cut down the
losses, through a careful shepherding and developing
of our new converts.

2. That conferences, mission fields, and institu-
tions quicken their pace in evangelistic activity, and
lay plans for a much larger ingathering of souls.

3 That surveys be made of unworked territory,
neglected cities, crowded centers, and that we
hasten our evangelists there.

4. That further study be given to the cryin
need of developing a larger number of traine
Bible workers. .

5. That we continue to rally our church member
to this bighest form of Christian service.

6. That more capable laymen be trained to labor
as strong self-supporting lay evangelists.

That our conferences and other organizations
continue to economize In Qperating expcuses,
conservin% every tiranc possible for the grand
purpose of continuously fostering a greater soul-
winning evangelism.
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Commenting this last resolution, Elder Olson
made the following statement:

“This resolution is worthy of prayerful thought
and study by both workers and members. Especially
should it be taken to heart by all conference and
church officers. Evangelism in itS various forms
must receive our undivided attention. The most
important business that confronts us as a people is
that of warning and winning souls. With greater
power and earnestness than ever before we must
proclaim God's saving message. Time is short, and
the King’s business requires haste.”

Other resolutions and recommendations voted
by the Winter Council, and equally worthy of
attention, will be communicated through the columns
of the Quarterlyv Review as space permits. W.R.B.

In the Providence of God

A young tailor sat with his needle in a little
town in old Hungary. Enters a colporteur who
sells him a book Then ¢n leaving him he says:
“You are young, God has a message for the
world. You must keep God's Sabbath, and be a
missionary to all the houses and towns around
here.” He embraces him and disappears. The
tailor was deeply impressed. He knows not what
the word missionary means, but somehow the
thing grips his heart. It is Friday morning. That
evening he tells his employer: “ 1 will not work
any more on Sabbath.” The employer thinks him
crazy, but he allows the Sabbath free. The next
morning the younyg tailor went into the forest
alone. The birds were singing to him in his new
cathedral, and he felt an urge to preach. He
preached to the trees, and spent here the first
Sabbath in his life — no other Sabbath keepers
were in the town.

He got in touch with the mission and the
next year he was a colporteur. Today, Brother
Krdjalic is the efficient union field secretary of
Jugostavia, inspiring with enthusiasm almost
one hundred colporteurs in this hard field of
fifteen lunguages. Henry F. Brown.

( Continued from page 2 )

in North Africa, 551,724, and in France,
314,252, The number varies from field
to field, but stands for the entire Division at

270,468. [f we counsider the situation in France
more closely, we find a great number of larger
cities, many with a huadred thousand inhabi-
tants, where the message has not yet been
proclaimed. Brother O. Meyer, president of the
Franco-Belgian Union, made this statement in
his report:

“In traveling from Paris, headquarters of the
Union, to Marseilles, headquarters of the South
France Conference, one covers about six hundred
miles and finds only two churches on the way: the
first at Lyons, a little church of thirty members in
a city of nearly one million inhabitants, and the
second at Valence, where D. T. Bordeau began to

preach in 1876. In Marseilles, the great Mediterra-
nean Seaport, also a city of nearly one million, we
have a church of fifty some members. One can
cross France from north to south, from Paris to
Nimes (600 miles), without finding one Adventist
believer. The result is the same when the traveler
follows France’s northern boundary, skirting Bel-
gium and Luxembourg, from the Pas-de-Calais to
Alsace. Again, from Paris to Strasbourg, or from
Paris to Mulhouse, in either case a distance of 300
miles, not one Adventist church or group is to be
found. Such is the situation in France after sixty
years of valiant labor. However, it is in this land
that workers must be found to carry the messa%(e
to France's great empire beyond the seas. Yes, work-
ers must be found largely in France for North Africa,
Madagascar, Indo-China, Cameroon, and so forth.”

Certainly the unwarned fields of Southern
Europe are a mighty challenge to the Advent
Movement.

D. Florea, president ot the Rumanian Union,
told of the critical situation in his field. Today,
Rumania has ninety-seven evangelistic workers,
Eight years ago, Rumania had the same number.
But, during these eight years, the membership
has doubled, standing at 16,527 at the end of
the third quarter of 1936, Many workers must
care for more than twenty churches, and thisin
a country where church leadership can be only
very slowly trained to responsibility. Itis very
evident that in such conditions the shepherding
of our churchesin Rumaniais entirely inadequate,

H. Bauer, president of the Jugoslavian Union,
depicted a situation scarcely less critical in his
field. As in Rumania, a restricted number of
workers makes adequate shepherding of the
churches quite impossible. The work is fast
outgrowing the present possibilities of the field.
The task is complicated in Jugoslavia by the
presence of fourteen different racesand languages.

The reports for the other fields continued on
the same tone: a pressing plea for help. Onthe
other hand, the story of opening possibilities
was not less eloquent. In fact, all the needs of
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SouthernEurope are great, unworked possibilities.

Rumania counts 24,000 Sabbath keepers, that
is, 8,000 who have not yet been baptized into
church membership but who are in contact with
the Advent Movement, awaiting release from
the official church and preparation for baptism.
Jugoslavia reported more than 200 calls for
workers as a result of the work of valiant colpor-
tears. From far-away Cameroon came a plea
from the Bapoukou tribe. Having heard of the
Adventist Mission, this people ask to be instruct-
ed in the everlasting gospel. “ We are walling
for you,” writes the chief Ekitiké. The i-lands
of the sea also present unprecedented possibili-
ties of advance. The same is true, to a certain
extent, for North Africa and the countries of
western Europe. Never have we witnessed in
these fields such numbers inquiring after truth.
Truly the day of harvest has dawned for the
Southern European Division.

Larger Plans for 1937

The present hour throbs with tremendous
possibilities. The opening providences of God
call for a quickened pace, for larger plans.
Every delegate felt that God’s people inust be
on the guard just now, lest our plans be too
small and narrow for this day of opportunity.
The Council could not do otherwise than to lay
larger plans for the coming year. These larger
plans meant a larger budget. A fall in offerings
in some fields had created great perplexity, but
the generous help of the General Conference,
and a dauntless faith in God for the future, led
the Council to vote a total budget of $ 317,456.-
for the support of God's work in 1937. This
larger budget is the spiritual as well as the
financial program of larger planning. This
program means larger planning for every
conference, church, and member of the Advent
Movement in the Southern European Division.
May God give us vision and power at this
mighty hour!

The Council's Message

The following paragraphs, quoted from the
message addressed by the Winter Council to
‘““Advent believers throughout the Southern
European Division 7, breathe the spirit of the
meeting and share with all certain convictions
that were pressed home to the hearts of

the delegates as they listened to reports
and studied the problems of God's cause
in the light of speedily proclaiming the

everlasting gospel to every nation, kindred,
tongue and people of our far-flung territory:
“Qur hearts have been thrilled with joy and
courage as we have reviewed the progress of the
past year and have heard of the providence of God
over His work in all lands. Since last we met in
Council, the deliverances of workers and brethren

in these times of difficulty and peril have been
wonderful. New fields have been entered, and 2,779
precious souls have been won to the truth. We
thank God for all these blessings and extend to
the new believers in our ranks a most hearty
welcome and invitation to join their brethren in
the glorious task of finishing God's work.

“The last year has brought stirring times upon
the world. Unprecedented situations obtain in every
sphere of human thought and action. Today we see
on the right hand and on the left the signs fulfilling
that tell us that the coming of the Lord is nigh at
hand, and we hear His voice saying to us: ‘Be
ye therefore ready.’

“Yes, we are indeed amid the perils foretold
for the last hour. There is a rapid downward trend
in human society. Religious people have more and
more the form of godliness but deny the power
thereof. At such a time we feel the need of being
honestly whole-hearted Christians. We realize that
this implies not only an uncompromising acceptance
and practice of the Advent faith, but also a heart
entirely yielded to Christ. As leaders in God’s
cause in Southern Europe we call earnestly upon
the workers of conferences and institutions, and
upon the brethren and sisters and young people and
children of our churches, t0 join us in such an
unreserved inward and outward dedication of life.

“While the fear of the Lord is departing from
the masses of this world, His blessed Spirit is
awakening the honest in heart as never before.
We see doors opening before us on every side.
Multitudes are calling to us in the home fields. In
Africa and in all the island fields of the Atlantic
and Indian Oceans, the increase of souls compells
us to go forward. We are called as never before,
while the angels of the four corners of the earth
are holding the winds of universal strife, to carry
the message to dying sinners in our vast, unwarned
fields. Our hearts cry out to God to make us what
we ought to be for this sacred, overwhelming task.

“QOur dear brethren, we must go forward. We
cannot stand still at such an hour of opportunity.
This is manifestly the time for sacrificial giving and
breaking with everything that holds us to things of
this world. We must advance just now and we
appeal to all to covenant with the Lord by sacrifice
in view of this advancement.

“We thank God for the love and sacrifice of
workers and members during these last years of
depression and untold distress. Many times we have
marvelled at your faith in God and your love for
the truth. Truly the lord has been with us, and
we know that He will not abandon His people in
the future if we remain faithful to Him and to His
cause.

“This, then, is our threefold appeal and admoni-
tion, — whole-hearted consecration, sacrificial
giving, and unswerving loyalty.”

“Hasten, Lord, the glorious day,
When, beneath Messiah's sway,
Every nation, every clime,
Shall His righteous will obey.”
W. R. BEacH.

Secretary, Southern European Division.
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