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QUOTATIONS ON 
THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES OF TITHING 

DEVELOPED I N  THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 
PART I, 1804-1899 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

By the e a r l y  1880's sys temat ic  benevolence a s  a method of determining the  
amount each member should con t r ibu te  t o  the was being replaced by the  
t i t h i n g  pr inciple .  However, t i t h e  was seen a s  a means, along with " l i b e r a l  
o f fe r ings"  (4T 464),  of meeting var ious  expenses of m i n i s t e r i a l  work and of 
the  l o c a l  church. Some members were using t i t h e  a s  they f e l t  best .  

George I. But ler  was p res iden t  of the  GC, 1880-1888. H i s  1884 pamphlet 
"The Ti th ing Systemn addressed many i s s u e s  regarding the  c o l l e c t i o n  and use of  
t i t h e ,  c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  B i b l i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  and concluding t h a t  ti the  was 
" to  be used f o r  the  support  of the  minis t ry  proper, and a l l  o t h e r  l a b o r e r s  who 
were ca l l ed  by the  church t o  devote themselves t o  the  work of God, and make 
t h a t  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  business. "--p. 57. 

The decade from 1888 t o  1897, when 0. A. Olsen was pres ident ,  witnessed a 
number of highly s i g n i f i c a n t  cvento and denominational t r e n d s ;  

1. Doctr inal  controversy over the law i n  Gala t ians  and "Christ  our 
r ighteousnessn stemming from the  m i n i s t e r i a l  i n s t i t u t e  and General Conference 
Session i n  Minneapolis i n  1888. 

2. The growing in f luence  of the  General Conference Associat ion u n t i l  E l l en  
White would characlerize lts leaders1 lnflUenCe a s  "Kingly power. I' 

3. Inc reas ing  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of all medical missionary and all publ ishing 
work i n  t h e  hands of a f e w  in Batt l e  Creek. 

4. A weak General Conference. 

5. El len  G. White l i v i n g  i n  Aus t ra l i a  (1891-1900). 

6 .  A severe  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  economic depression assoc ia ted  with t h e  Panic 
of 1893 and ending about 1897. 

7.  A gradual s h i f t  cont inuing from min i s t e r s1  earning t h e i r  bas ic  l i v i n g  
from personal sources  t o  min i s t e r s1  rece iv ing  t h e i r  f u l l  wages from the  church. 

8. The development of l a r g e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  America and abroad. 

The s c a r c i t y  of funds i n  the mid-1890's i n t e n s i f i e d  the negative e f f e c t s  
associa ted  w i t h  the s h i f t i n g  of funds from t h e i r  intended use (o r  "approvedn 
use)  t o  press ing needs i n  l o c a l  churches and i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I n  1897 the  GC 
Fund fell as much as s i x  months behird i n  relrnburslng f f l abore r sw f o r  t h e i r  
expenses and meeting wage commitments. 



G. A. I rwin became pres ident  i n  1897 and continued u n t i l  the  sess ion  of 
1901. El len  White was i n  Aus t ra l i a  most of t h i s  t i m e  and wrote urgent messages 
t o  church l e a d e r s  counseling d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  and reorganizat ion.  She worried 
t h a t  i f  her counsel were not  followed, d i s a s t e r  would s t r i k e  Adventist work i n  
B a t t l e  Creek. 

I n  e a r l y  1897 she wrote regarding t i t h e :  "1 have never so  f u l l y  understood 
t h i s  mat ter  a s  I now understand it. Having ques t ions  brought d i r e c t l y  home t o  
me t o  answer, I have had s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  from the Lord t h a t  the  t i t h e  is f o r  
a s p e c i a l  purpose. "--Letter t o  A. G. Dan ie l l s  ( a l s o  i n  A u s t r a l i a ) ,  March 16, 
1897. From an h i s t o r i c a l  perspect ive  i t  seems t h a t  t h i s  is  a watershed 
statement. La te r  concepts expressed both i n  he r  w r i t i n g s  and i n  the  w r i t i n g s  of  
o t h e r s  may be more meaningful f o r  today than what appears dur ing the  
developmental period from the days of sys temat ic  benevolence u n t i l  1897. 

G U I D E  TO THE FORMATTING OF TITHE QUOTATIONS,  1884-1899 
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The accompanying repor t ,  nQuotat ions  on Ti the  and Its Uses, 1884-1899, " 
presents  b r i e f  q ~ ~ o t a t i o n s  from s i g n i f i o a n t  oorrespondenoc and documents found i n  
the  G C  Archives, r e l a t i n g  t o  t i t h i n g  and the  use of  t i t h e .  E l l en  G. White 
m a t e r i a l s  a r e  included t o  complete the  p ic tu re .  The f i r s t  column g ives  t h e  da te  
of  the quotation--year, month, day. The second column presen t s  a code t o  a i d  
the  user  i n  l o c a t i n g  sentences  and phrases t h a t  have t o  do with va r ious  a s p e c t s  

t i t h e  topic .  A key t o  these  codes follows.  

KEY TO SIGNIFICANT TOPICS I N  THE STUDY OF 
TITHE AND ITS USES, 1884-1899 

At t i tudes  of workers concerning the  use of t i t h e ,  both i n  theory and 
i n  p r a c t i c e  ; a t  t i  tudes  toward El len  G. White t e s t imonie s  on ti the.  

Austra l ia ,  El len  White's home during much of the  1890's. 

B a t t l e  Creek: the l o c a l  church the re  a s  wel l  a s  the  SDA community. 

Local churches: using t i t h e  t o  c a r e  f o r  r e p a i r s  and running expenses. 

Conditions (extenuat ing circumstances) as a r a t i o n a l e  f o r  the  use of 
var ious  funds inc lud ing  t i  the.  

Diver t ing the ti the. 

Economic condi t ions  o r  f i n a n c i a l  s t r e n g t h  i n  soc ie ty  and wi th in  t h e  
church. 

Educational workers : how paid. 

Separa t ion of funds: how used; funding; flow of  funds. 

Literature  e v a n g e l i s t s ,  co lporteurs:  how paid. 
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M i n i s t e r s :  how paid.  

Oakland, C a l i f o r n i a ,  church 

Resu l t s  of  obedience and d isobedience  t o  God's p l an  of  f i nance .  

Of f i ce  employees: how paid.  

Laborers  o t h e r  than  m i n i s t e r s :  how paid.  

P rog re s s ive  and growing unders tanding  of  t i t h e  and i t s  uses ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
on t h e  p a r t  of E l l e n  G. White. 

Pub l i sh ing  house workers ,  how paid. 

Response/react ion t o  E l l e n  G. White counse l s ;  t h e  r e fo rma t ion  t h a t  
fol lowed.  

Sani ta r ium workers and funding  t h e  medical  work. 

Teaching and preaching  from t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  as a c r i t e r i o n  f o r  be ing  
suppor ted  from t h e  t i t h e .  

Treasury as r e p o s i t o r y  f o r  t i t h e s .  

Withholding t h e  t i t h e .  

World view; miss ion  o f  t h e  church. 
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Gradual changeover from sys t ema t i c  benevolence 
( u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  funds )  t o  t i t h e s  and o f f e r i n g s  

" R e S O l V e a ,  That we b e l i e v e  It t o  be t h e  duty of a l l  o u r  
b r e t h r e n  and s i s t e r s ,  . . . t o  devote  one-tenth o f  a l l  t h e i r  
income from whatever  sou rce ,  t o  t h e  cause of  God. "--GC S e s s i o n  
Minutes, vol. 1 ,  p. 121. 

GC Committee urged " t h a t  a l l  our  b re th ren  pledge t o  God one- 
t e n t h  of  all t h e i r  income f o r  t h e  suppor t  of t h e  ministry."-- 
RH, 12-12-1878, p. 188. 

"These i n s t i t u t i o n s  [churches,  s c h o o l s  and p u b l i s h i n g  houses]  . . . should be s u s t a i n e d  by t i t h e s  and l i b e r a l  o f fe r ings ." - -  
E l l e n  G. White, 4T 464. 

(Review of Jewish d i spensa t ion . )  " I n  the ChriuLian 
d i s p e n s a t i o n ,  the a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s ane  p r i n c i p l e s  would 
r e q u i r e  t h e  t i t h e  t o  be used f o r  t h e  suppor t  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  
proper ,  and a l l  other laborers who were called by the ohuroh 
t o  devote  themselves t o  t h e  work of God, and make t h a t  t h e i r  
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p r i n c i p a l  bus iness .  It should  be used f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  
God's workers  a s  far a s  i t  w i l l  go. . . ; no t  . . . conf ine  
t h e i r  u se  now only  t o  m i n i s t e r s  who preach. "--G. I. B u t l e r ,  
"The T i t h i n g  System11 Cl884), pp. 57, 58. 

" . . . du ty  , . . t o  pay it over  t o ,  o r  p l a c e  it under t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f ,  t h e  proper  o f f i c e r s ,  o r  r e a l l y  t o  pay i t  i n t o  
t h e  ' s tore-houses ,  ' o r  ' t r e a s u r i e s .  ' . . . 

"The t i t h e  is t o  be pa id  t o  t hose  who a r e  appoin ted  t o  
r e c e i v e  it by t h e  c o n s t i t u t e d  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  t h e  church."-- 
G. I. B u t l e r ,  "The T i t h i n g  Systemw (1884) ,  p. 59. See a l s o  
E. J. Waggoner, 1885, p. 21. 

"Now t o  use t h e  t i t h i n g  f o r  c h a r i t y  would e n t i r e l y  overthrow 
God's plan. . . . What r i g h t  can  any man have t o  r e s e r v e  t h e  
t i t h e ,  and u s e  i t  f o r  o t h e r  purposes t han  those  t h e  Lord has  
stated?"--G. I. B u t l e r ,  "The T i t h i n g  Systemn (18841, p. 61. 

I n  Old Testament times n e i t h e r  " the  r e p a i r s  o f  t h e  templen 
nor  " the  running  expenses o f  God's worsh ip  pa id  from t h e  
tithe."--G. I. B u t l e r ,  "The T i t h i n g  Systemn (18841, pp. 66 ,  67. 

From abou t  1878 "our people then  g e n e r a l l y  accepted  t h e  
t i t h i n g  p r i n c i p l e  t h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  and have p r a c t i c e d  i t  t o  a 
c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  e v e r  s ince .  

"But new l i g h t  has  been dawning upon t h e  s u b j e c t  y e a r  by 
year."--0. I. Butler, Ibid., p. 69. 

"Unt i l  w i t h i n  a few y e a r s  p a s t  t h e  t i t h e  has  been used a lmost  
wholly f o r  s u s t a i n i n g  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  gospel .  . . . But more 
r e c e n t l y  i t  has  become customary t o  pay our  t r a c t  and 
miss ionary  S t a t e  s e c r e t a r i e s  from t h e  t i t h e .  . . . 

"Within t h e  l a s t  yea r  o r  two . . . c o l p o r t e r s  [ s i c ]  and 
and miss ionary  workers  of  d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s  , . . have i n  many 
c a s e s  been pa id  from t h e  t i t h e .  But i n  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  i t  
has  been a heavy s t r a i n  upon t h e  t r e a s u r y ,  and i n  some c a s e s  
t h e  m l n l s t r y  have n o t  had a reavonable  suppor t  because of 
this."--G. I. B u t l e r ,  I b i d . ,  p. 71. 

" W e -  b e l i e v e  the  t i t h i n g  i s  designed o f  God for  the support ,  
as far as i t  w i l l  go, o f  a l l  l a b o r e r s  who a r e  c a l l e d  by t h e  
cause o f  Cod t o  g i v e  t h e i r  time t o  h i s  work. . . . We know of  
no r ea son  why f a i t h f u l  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  c o l p o r t e r s  [ s i c ] ,  o r  
t r a c t  s o c i e t y  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  . . . a r e  no t  as much e n t i t l e d  t o  
a l i v i n g  from t h e  t i t h e  as those  who s t and  i n  t h e  desk t o  
preach. "--G. I, B u t l e r ,  I b i d . ,  p. 72. 

"Many thousands of  d o l l a r s  o f  t i t h e s  have been pa id  f o r  t h e s e  
purposes [ b u i l d i n g  meeting-houses and r e p a i r i n g  them]. . . . 

"The writer  has often favored ouch granting parmiesion of  
t h e  Conference f o r  t h e  church t o  r e t a i n  t h e  t i t h e  under t h e  
stress of circumstances.  Yet we must con fe s s ,  upon c a r e f u l  
s t udy  o f  t h e  sub- iec t ,  t h a t  i t  is  wholly unscriptura1."--  
G. I. B u t l e r ,  I b i d . ,  pp. 74 ,  75. 
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Using t i t h e  f o r  running expenses of churches--"no s c r i p t u r a l  
just if ication."--G. I. But ler ,  I b i d . ,  p. 76. 

Mention of nmission funds, the  College, Sanitarium, o r  Off ice  
funds."--G. I. But le r ,  Ib id . ,  p. 76. 

"Moved, t h a t  the farco of tho teachers making the  change8 above 
suggested, be paid from the Gen. Conf. fund. --Carried. "-- 
GC Committee minutes, vol .  1 ,  p. 11. 

The GC Associat ion was organized i n  1887. " A l l  the money 
gathered from a l l  sources,  ou t s ide  of the  t i t h e ,  a s  f a r  as 
the genera l  work was concerned, went t o  the  hands of the  
General Conference Associat ion.w 

When "the Foreign Mission Board was es tab l i shed  [ 18891, . . . then the  General Conference d id  not handle mission 
moneyn but i t  did  handle "its own t i t h e s .  "--Lane i n  steno- 
graphic  r e p o r t  of 1903 GC Session, March 31, p. 38, c i t e d  i n  
Haloviak and Yost ( l976) ,  P. 11. 

Types of o f f e r i n g s  mentioned i n  r e p o r t  t o  GC Committee: 
Christmas o f fe r ings ,  t i t h e s ,  f i r s t - d a y  o f fe r ings .  Report 
of  expenses g ives  two c l a s s i f i c a t i o n :  "wages of l a b o r e r s n  
and "expenses of laborers."--GC Committee minutes, March 19, 
1889. 

"Wc recommend tha t  as much of t h e  indebtedness fo r  c i t y  
missions a s  was incurred f o r  the  payment of wages be paid 
out of the  t i t h e  fund,  and the  balance out  of the  proportion 
of  the one hundred thousand d o l l a r  fund that was set apart 
f o r  c i t y  missions."--GC Committee minutes, March 22, 1889. 

Graysv i l l e  church reques t s  t o  r e t a i n  t i t h e  f o r  one year  t o  
a s s i s t  i n  bu i ld ing  a church. "It was voted t h a t  . . . we 
do not indorse  the  withholding of t i t h e s  f o r  such purposes. ". . . We promise the bre thren a t  Graysv i l l e  a donation t o  
assist i n  building a meeting-house. "--GC Conunittee minutes, 
Dec. 28, 1889. 

EGW urges a conference t o  buy a meetinghouse f o r  a l i t t l e  
company t h a t  had paid t i t h e  f a i t h f u l l y  but could not  a f fo rd  
a church property,  the conference t o  hold the  property u n t i l  
the  church could buy it.--EGW L e t t e r  96, 1890, c i t e d  i n  TP, 
7-31-1984, p. <2>. 

"Panic of 1893. Depression had begun t o  spread over the  
western world i n  1890. "--Encyclopedia of  World History,  p. 786. 
The impact of genera l  economic condi t ions  was f e l t  by the  
church i n  North America f o r  severa l  years.  

Recommended " t h a t  the  Upper Columbia and the  North P a c i f i c  
Union Conferences each pay from t h e i r  r e spec t ive  conference 
funds, the  s a l a r y  of one Bible teacher  employed i n  the  Walla 
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Walla Col lege ,  w i th  t h e  view o f  meeting t h e  p r e s e n t  s e a s o n ' s  
deficit."--GC Assoc i a t i on  minutes ,  Oct. 15,  1893. 

"That h e r e a f t e r  t h i s  Execut ive  Committee w i l l  engage t h e  
s e r v i c e s  o f ,  and determine a t  t h e  o u t s e t  t h e  wages t o  be 
pa id  t o  such employees o f  t he  l o c a l  o f f i c e s  as a r e  n o t  elected 
by t h e  gene ra l  body, bu t  s t i l l  are compensated f o r  t h e i r  l a b o r  
ou t  o f  t h e  General  Conference fund. Carried."--Executive 
Committee o f  t h e  GC Assoc ia t ion ,  May 24,  1894. 

"That F. A. Buzze l l ,  i n  charge  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a c t  
Soc i e ty ,  o f  Chicago be r eques t ed  t o  r e p o r t  h i s  time s p e n t  i n  
a c t u a l  work f o r  t h e  denominat ion,  and t h a t  t h e  Genera l  
Conference S e c r e t a r y  be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  make him 
r e m i t t a n c e s  . . ."--Executive Committee o f  t h e  G C  Assoc i a t i on  
May 28, 1894. Did t h e  G C  Assoc i a t i on  adv i se  t h e  disbursement  
o f  funds  from t h e  GC fund?  Were t h e s e  t i t h e s ?  

Loughborough r e p o r t s :  " B a t t l e  Creek s i t u a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  
than  any o t h e r  church  i n  Conference, somewhat l i k e  D i s t r i c t  o f  
Columbia t o  United S t a t e s ;  i f  s e p a r a t e d  from Conference, 
should be on ground of  s e p a r a t i o n  of  t h e  t i t h e ; .  . . 

"The t i t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  lower t h i s  year than  last. . . . 
Too many l a b o r e r s  f o r  p r e s e n t  amount o f  funds.  "--GC Committee 
minutes ,  vo l .  2,  s e c t .  I, pp. 259 f f  ( Jan .  29,  1895).  

"1. WHEREAS, There i s  g r e a t  f i n a n c i a l  dep re s s ion  throughout  
t h i s  and o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  a g r e a t  s c a r c i t y  of  money, and a 
g e n e r a l  r e d u c t i o n  of  p r i c e s ,  . . . ; t he re fo re , - -  

"RESOLVED, That w e  recommend t h a t  o f f i c e r s  and managers o f  
our  d i f f e r e n t  conferences ,  s choo l s ,  and v a r i o u s  i n s t i t u t i t i o n s ,  
ought t o  cons ide r  c a r e f u l l y  a l l  t he se  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  s e t t l i n g  
wi th  t h e i r  workers .  

"2. WHEREAS, God's p lan  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  those  who devote  t h e i r  
t ime e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  t each ing  of h i s  word i s  t o  pay them o u t  
of  t h e  t i t h e s ;  t h e r e f  ore,--  

"RESOLVED, That we recommend t h a t  conferences  p a t r o n i z i n g  
schoo l s  where B i b l e  i n s t r u c t o r s  are employed, be asked t o  
cons ide r  f avo rab ly  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  o f  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  suppor t  
of such instructors. . . . 

mResolu t ions  1 and 2 were passed wi thou t  d i s cus s ion .  " 
--GC Proceedings,  GC Q u a r t e r l y  B u l l e t i n ,  vo l .  1 ( 1895-96), 
pp. 401, 402, 427. 

"0 t h a t  every  one of  you could s e r v e  f o r  a time i n  f o r e i g n  
coun t r i e s .  Then you would know, much b e t t e r  t han  you now do, 
what s e l f - d e n i a l  and s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  mean. "--Ellen G. White, 
"My Bre th ren  i n  America, " February 6 ,  1896, unpub. test.  , 
Book 4 ,  p. 6. 

"The i n c o n s i s t e n c y  of  c e n t e r i n g  s o  many r e s p o n s i b i l i t e s  i n  
B a t t l e  Creek has  been presented  many times. . . . 

"The arrangement that a l l  moneys m u ~ t  go through Battle 
Creek, and under t h e  counsel  o f  t h e  few men i n  B a t t l e  Creek, 



i s  a wrong way o f  managing."--Ellen G. White t o  G. A. I rw in ,  
" Ind iv idua l  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  unpub. test. , Book 4 ,  pp 1,  3. 
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Financial s t a t emen t  showlng numDer o f  Ordained and l i c e n s e d  
m i n i s t e r s ,  churches ,  church-members, t i t h e  and o t h e r  funds  
f o r  June  30, 1894, 1895 and 1896. The funds  are l i s t e d  under 
t he se  headings:  t i t h e ,  f i r s t - d a y  o f f e r i n g s ,  Chris tmas o f f e r i n g ,  
S. S. dona t ions ,  and "pledges and o t h e r  donat ions .  "--RG 21 , 
bk. 20 [Feb. 1 ,  18771, p. 352. 

"It is  probably a f a c t  t h a t  enough money h a s  been s e n t  i n  
through ti t h e  channels  and dona t ions ,  t o  suppor t  t h e  work 
t h a t  i s  be ing  done i n  home and f o r e i g n  f i e l d s ,  a t  t he  expense  
o r  t n e  Genera l  Conference, i n  m i n i s t e r i a l  and s t r i c t l y  
miss ionary  work; bu t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of  s a n i t a r i u m s  and c o l l e g e s  
i s  undoubtedly l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t he  d e p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  
t r ea su ry .  It i s  probable  t h a t  some w i l l  cons ide r  t h a t  t h e  
General  Conference has  misappropr ia ted  i t s  funds."--L, T. 
Nicola t o  0. A. Olsen, J u l y  17, 1896. Pub. Dept. H i s t .  f i l e s ;  
Treasury Dept . f o l d e r .  

Speaks o f  t h e  "p re sen t  s t r i n g e n c y  i n  money matters. . . . 
Some mis t akes  have no doubt  been made i n  many th ings .  We 
have no doubt  pu t  more money i n t o  t h e  Boulder San. t han  i s  
proper. But t h a t  is  n o t  t h e  reason  a t  a l l .  Mistakes and 
e r r o r s  have a l s o  been made i n  o t h e r  t h ings ,  but  n e i t h e r  a r e  
thuse the  reasons.  The t r u e  r ea son  l a y s  back o f  a l l  t h a t .  . . .  

"[Evi l s  t h a t  a r e  e x i s t i n g  a t  t h e  head o f  our  work. . . 
f i n a n c e r s  and able managers] have shown but  l i t t l e  f a i t h  i n  
t h e  messages [and] have been u n f a i t h f u l  i n  t i t h e s  and 
o f f e r ings .  . . . 

"If the cause o f  God come t o  grief i n  any degree  i t  w i l l  
be because we have n o t  heeded t h e  messages o f  warning and 
reproof  t h a t  has  come t o  u s  from time t o  time. "--0. A. Olsen 
t o  L. T. Nicola,  J u l y  20, 1896 (RG 21, incoming l e t t e r s ,  1896). 

"You . . . [ a r e ]  p r a c t i s i n g  a system o f  robbery toward God, 
robbing  me o f  t r e a s u r e  t h a t  I had r e s e r v e d  t o  c a r r y  forward 
my work i n  the  world.  . . . A t  tho center of the work you have 
pu t  your  hands i n t o  my t r e a s u r y ,  and t h e  funds  which should  
have been t o  you a sac red  t r u s t ,  you have consumed i n  
i n c i d e n t a l  expenses  which s e l f - d e n i a l  and s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  a 
l i m i t i n g  of  some o f  your  s e l f i s h  indulgences ,  would have 
provided f o r .  . . . My t r e a s u r y  has  been robbed o f  t h e  funds  
[needed] . . . t o  s u s t a i n  my s e r v a n t s  i n  opening t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  
t o  those  who a r e  n igh  and a f a r  off .  

". . . 0, how we have needed money i n  t h i s  miss ion ,  and s t i l l  
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  c e n t e r i n g  i n  Battle Creek! . . . I was shown 
t h a t  i t  is wrong to use the L i t h e  f o r  d e f r a y l n g  the i n c i d e n t a l  
expenses o f  t h e  church. . . . You a r e  robbing  God every  t ime 
t h a t  you pu t  your hands i n t o  t h e  t r e a s u r y  f o r  funds  t o  meet 
t h e  running  e x p e n s e s  of t h e  church. 

" W i l l  you i n  B a t t l e  Creek, who have spread  your se lves  
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con t r a ry  t o  t h e  expressed  w i l l  o f  God, i n  your  b u i l d i n g s ,  and 
i n  your s e l f i s h  acceptance  o f  wages, a l low t h e  t r e a s u r y  t o  be 
robbed t h a t  t h e  l a b o r e r s  s h a l l  no t  be s u s t a i n e d  i n  home and 
f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r i a l  work?" 

"The Lord has  o f  l a t e  g iven  me s p e c i a l  t e s t i m o n i e s  t o  bea r  
i n  r ega rd  t o  t h e  warnings and promises he h a s  g iven  through 
Malachi. "--Ms. 37, 1896, "Spec ia l  Testimony t o  B a t t l e  Creek 
Church: W i l l  a  Man Rob God?" (White E s t a t e  Pamphlets: T i t h e s  
and Of fe r ings ,  no. 9) .  

" In  t h e  f a l l  o f  1896 some Test imonies were r ece ived ,  s ay ing  
t h a t ,  i n s t e a d  of  c e n t r a l i z i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  Genera l  
Conference and t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  we should  d i v i d e  up t h e s e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  a l l owing  o t h e r  bod ie s  t o  assume p a r t s  o f  
t h i s  g r e a t  work."--GC Assoc i a t i on  r e p o r t  t o  GC Ses s ion ,  RH, 
Feb. 17, 1899, p. 10. 

ItGod l a y s  h i s  hand upon a l l  man's pos ses s ions ,  s ay ing ,  I am 
the  owner of t h e  un ive r se ,  and these  goods a r e  mine. The 
t i t h e  you have wi thhe ld  I r e se rved  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  my 
s e r v a n t s  i n  t h e i r  work o f  opening t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  t o  t hose  
who a r e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  o f  darkness ,  who do no t  unders tand  my 
law. "--EGW M s  60 (10-3-96?), 1896, publ.  as "God's Claims 
on H i s  Stewards,  " GC Q u a r t e r l y  B u l l e t i n ,  vo l .  2 ,  no. 2 
(2nd q t . ,  1897),  pp. 76-77, Week o f  Prayer  Reading f o r  May 22, 
1897. 

"It was shown t h a t ,  wh i l e  i t  was q u i t e  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  
custom o f  our  churches  t o  keep t h e i r  t i t h e  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  
channel--the suppor t  o f  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  y e t  i n  some i n s t a n c e s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  among two o r  t h r e e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  churches  i n  t h e  
denomination, t h e  u s u a l  p r a c t i s e  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  was n o t  
be ing  fol lowed.  The members o f  t h e  Committee expressed  
r e g r e t  t h a t  such was t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h i n g s ,  and sugges ted  
t h a t  s t e p s  should  be t aken  t o  remedy t h e  e v i l  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  
pos s ib l e .  "--GC Committee minutes ,  10-13-1896 ( p .  184) .  

Expenses of e r e c t i n g  and f i t t i n g  ou t  b u i l d i n g s  f o r  Boulder  
Sani ta r ium have been g r e a t ,  bu t  no t  much more w i l l  be needed. 
"Elder Irwin inquired  i f  the  report lately issued by t h e  
t r e a s u r e r  showing t h a t  t h e  t i t h e  had i n c r e a s e d  was c o r r e c t ,  
how i t  was t h a t  t h e r e  was s o  much d i f f i c u l t y  exper ienced  i n  
paying t h e  l a b o r e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

nThe c h a i r  [Olsen]  exp la ined  t h a t  t h e  inves tment  i n  Boulder 
was l a r g e l y  borrowed money [from ti t h e  fund?] ,  but  t h a t  t h e  
expenses  of  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  i n  connect ion  w i t h  t h e  mi s s ion  
i n  I n d i a ,  [ e t c .  I . . . had been ve ry ,  very  heavy. . . . 

"Eld. I rw in  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had r e so lved  t h a t  he would never  
v o t e  a g a i n  i n  f avo r  of more money be ing  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  t h e  
Boulder Sanitarium [not  so muoh money i n  one  i n s t i t u t i o n ] . "  
--GC Assoc ia t i on  minutes ,  10-19-1896. 

VThe church here [Battle Creek] have been meeting t h e i r  
running  expenses such as l i g h t ,  f u e l ,  r e p a i r s ,  e t c . ,  from 
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t he  t i t h e .  Now t h e r e  a r e  some of  u s  who b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  
t i t h e  should no t  be app rop r i a t ed  i n  t h i s  way, but  should  be 
r e se rved  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  be used i n  sending t h e  message i n  t h e  
regions beyond. 

" In  a l l  o f  ou r  Conference work, we have been very  p a r t i c u l a r  
t o  i n s t r u c t  o u r  l i t t l e  churches  t h a t  they must no t  u se  t h e i r  
tithe f o r  any looal purpooco, e i t h e r  t o  pay f o r  t h e i r  churches, 
o r  t h e i r  h e a t ,  l i g h t s ,  o r  any th ing  o f  t he  kind,  bu t  t h a t  every  
s i n g l e  d o l l a r  o f  t h i s  money should  be s e n t  t o  t h e  Conference 
t r e a s u r y  t o  be used i n  paying m i n i s t e r s ,  and i n  o the rwi se  
advancing t h e  message o f  t r u t h .  But h e r e  i n  t h i s  l a r g e  church 
where t h e r e  are more of our  people who have r e g u l a r  employment 
t h e  y e a r  around than  anywhere e l s e  i n  t h e  world, and where w e  
have more o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  making money, they argue  t h a t  we 
have s o  many e x t r a  burdens t h a t  w e  should n o t  be asked t o  meet 
t he  expenses  of  h e a t ,  l i g h t ,  and r e p a i r s  on t h e  Tabernac le  o u t  
of dona t ions  f o r  t h a t  purpose, but  t h a t  i t  is  p e r f e c t l y  proper  
f o r  t h e  t r u s t e e s  t o  use  t h e  t i t h e  f o r  t h a t  purpose as they may 
s e e  f i t .  . . . 

"Several  of  u s  have brought t h e  m a t t e r  up i n  o u r  c h u r c h  
Board, . . . ; bu t  each time we have been met w i t h  t h e  
s t a t emen t  t h a t  you have s a i d  t h a t  you were shown t h a t  t h e  
B a t t l e  Creek church should be made an excep t ion  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
r u l e ,  i n  view of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we have s o  many g e n e r a l  meetings 
he re ,  and t h a t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  proper  t o  meet 
t he se  expenses o u t  of  t h e  t i t h e .  "--A. 0. T a i t  t o  El len G. 
White,  Nov. 4 ,  1896. [No d i r e c t  answer t o  T a i t  i n  White 
E s t a t e  f i les--Tim P o i r i e r ,  p. 4 .1  

"The p o r t i o n  t h a t  God has  r e se rved  f o r  himself i s  n o t  to be 
d i v e r t e d  t o  any o t h e r  purpose than  t h a t  which he has  
s p e c i f i e d .  L e t  none f e e l  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  t i t h e  
t o  use acco rd ing  t o  t h e i r  own judgment. They are no t  t o  u se  
i t  f o r  themselves i n  any emergency, nor  t o  apply i t  as they  
s e e  f i t ,  even i n  what they  may r ega rd  as t h e  Lord ' s  work. 

"[The m i n i s t e r  i s  no t  t o  d i v e r t  t h e  t i t h e ,  e i t h e r ,  and u s e  
it as he sees fit. ]"--Ellen 0. White, "A T e s L  of G r a t i t u d e  
and Loya l ty , "  RH,  Nov. 10,  1896. 

Concerning whether  t h e  Upper Columbia Conference should  pay 
t h e  way o f  Prof.  Su the r l and  t o  t h e  GC Sess ion:  "We have no 
means w i th  which t o  pay t h e  R.R. Fare  of  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from 
t h e  Col lege  bu t  t h e  t i t h e ,  and I am s u r e  t ha t  t o  do s o  would 
be o u t  of  t h e  Lord 's  order .  Prof .  Suther land  i s  n o t  a 
conference  l a b o r e r ,  and i f  he goes t o  t h e  General  Conference 
he goes wholly i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  work, and 
should be s e n t  by t h e  co l l ege :  But i f  t h e  conference  should  
s t e p  up and o f f e r  t o  de f r ay  t h e  expense of  such a d e l e g a t e  
o u t  of i ts  t i t h e ;  i t  would be d i v e r t i n g  t h e  t i t h e  ou t  of  i ts  
proper  channel ,  and t h i s  t h e  Lord condemns." [more along 
same line]--R. S. Donnell,  p r e s i d e n t ,  Upper Columbia 
Conference, t o  L. T. Nicola ,  12-3-1896 ( R G  21, incoming 
l e t t e r s ,  1896 D. 
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"Re t u r n  of  p rospe r i t y .  "--Encyclopedia o f  World H i s to ry ,  
P. 787. 

Meeting o f  church board of  B a t t l e  Creek Tabernacle. 
Because t h e  " t i t h e  i s  by d i v i n e  appointment  i n t ended  s o l e l y  
f o r  t h e  use of  t h e  m i n i s t r y n  and because t h e  " B a t t l e  Creek 
church occup ie s  a p o s i t i o n  o f  i n f l u e n c e  among a l l  o u r  
churches . . . ; and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  view of  t h e  l i g h t  t h a t  
ha s  come t o  u s  on this p o i n t ;  t he re fo re , - -  

V e s o l v e d ,  T h a t  we, the Board of t h e  Batt le  Creek ohurch, 
recommend t h a t  t h e  church d i s c o n t i n u e  t h e  p r a c t i s e  of  paying 
t h e  c u r r e n t  expenses of t h e  church and Tabernac le  o u t  of  t h e  
ti the.  " 

A r e s t o r a t i o n  fund is recommended. 
These r e s o l u t i o n s  were adopted by t h e  church on Jan.  16. 

--"Special Testimony t o  B a t t l e  Creek Church, p. 10. 

[Tim P o i r i e r  o f  t h e  White E s t a t e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  
" l i g h t  t h a t  ha s  come t o  u s  on t h i s  p o i n t n  may have 
been t h e  August 8 ,  1896, EGW message i n  "Spec ia l  
Testimony t o  Battle Creek Churchw (Ms. 37, 1896). I 

"The only  very sad  f e a t u r e  of t h e  c a s e  is  t h e  exceed ing ly  
hard times through which we a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  passing.  Perhaps 
t h i s  count ry  h a s  never  s een  any th ing  l i k e  it. . . . Our work 
i s  cons ide rab ly  h indered  on  account  of l a c k  o f  funds." 
--L. Y. N l C O l a  t o  W. H. Thurston,  Jan.  22, 1897. RG 21, 
outgoing  l e t t e r s  Book 20, p. 202. 

wlTo The Oakland S. D. A. Church:-- 
"'In view o f  t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  matter r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  

Oakland Church Debt, t h e  fo l lowing  s u g g e s t i o n s  are submi t t ed  
f o r  your c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by t h e  Board o f  Trustees:-- . That t h e  Oakland Church r e t a i n  one-half of  i t s  t i t h e  
t o  apply  on t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  indebtedness .  

"'2. That t h e  t i t h e  s o  r e t a i n e d  be cons idered  by t h e  Church 
a s  a  l o a n  from t h e  Conference, and as a deb t  wi thout  i n t e r e s t  
t o  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Conference. 

[ F u r t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  repayment. I . . . 
w f S u b j e c t  to the  approval of the  California Conference 

Committee. . . . adopted by t h e  Oakland church . . . Jan.  
27, 1897. . . . 

"We know t h a t  some o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  [Conference] 
Committee a r e  i n  favor of t h i s  a c t i o n ,  and feel t h a t  it i s  the 
only way o u t  of  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y ,  bu t  o t h e r s  w i l l  probably oppose 
i t  on g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  They t a k e  t he  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i t  would 
be wrong t o  u se  t h e  t i t h e  i n  t h i s  way, and under o r d i n a r y  
c i rcumstances  we can a g r e e  wi th  them i n  t h i s .  But h e r e  we 
a r e  i n  an emergency. . . . 

"Would i L  be wrong, Sr. wnl te ,  under t h e  c l r c m s t a n c e s ,  f o r  
t h e  Oakland Church t o  r e t a i n  a  p o r t i o n  o f  i ts  t i t h e ,  f o r  a  
time, i n  o rde r  t o  l i q u i d a t e  t h e  indebtedness,--s imply t a k i n g  
i t  as a l o a n  t o  be  paid baok t o  the Confcrenoe a~ ooon as 
possible?"--C. H. Jones  t o  E l l e n  G. White, Feb. 1 ,  1897 (WE). 
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"Brother Jones showed me h i s  l e t t e r .  . . . There were one 
o r  more po in t s  which i t  seemed t o  me would make the mat ter  
more c l e a r .  

"Five yea r s  ago the  church f o r  a time used i ts  t i t h e  t o  pay 
running expenses and endeavored t o  do a l l  i t  could t o  decrease  
the debt. The mat ter  came before the  Conference . . . , and 
the Conference assumed a c e r t a i n  proportion of the debt ,  and 
the church agreed t o  pay i ts t i t h e  i n t o  the  Conference fund 
and t o  use no more f o r  church expenses. It has been f a i t h f u l  
t o  t h a t  up t o  the  present  time. 

Summary: some say t h a t  the church is  t o  the  conference what 
the ind iv idua l  i s  t o  the church. No church body has the  
r i g h t  t o  say how its t i t h e  s h a l l  be  used. "The church i s  bound 
t o  pay i ts  t i t h e  i n t o  the  Conference j u s t  a s  the  ind iv idua l  
is  t o  pay h i s  t i t h e  i n t o  the church. 

"There a r e  o t h e r s  who look upon i t  i n  t h i s  way: . . . t h e r e  
are times when exigenc[ i ]es  may a r i s e  which would j u s t i f y  the 
church i n  the  use of the  t i t h e  f o r  the  work of the  Lord. . . . 

"This c l a s s  f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  not f o r  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  
they a r e  us ing the  t i t h e  f o r  the  payment of the  debt  upon the  
church, f o r  two reasons. The f i r s t  is  t h a t  the church i s  not 
f o r  t h e i r  own ind iv idua l  o r  s e l f i s h  purposes, but is a 
missionary e n t e r p r i s e ,  a place t o  which people can be i n v i t e d  
t o  l e a r n  t h e  t r u t h ,  and the re fo re  i t  i s  a proper th ing  t o  use 
the t i t h e  f o r  t h a t  purpose, as s t a t e d  i n  Volume 4 ,  page 464. 
Secondly, . . . 

Times a r e  mucn narder i n  Oakland than they were a few years  
ago."--M. C. Wilcox t o  El len  G. White, Feb. 4 ,  1897. 

GC Session a t  College View, Nebr., begins. Climate f o r  
reformation i n  admin i s t ra t ion  and finance.  See re fe rences  
i n  Haloviak and Yost (19761, P. 17-19 

"In the pas t  two y e a r s  the number of ordained and l i censed  
m i n i s t e r s  has been increased by f i f t y - e i g h t ;  . . . the  amount 
of t i t h e s  has increased by over twenty thousand d o l l a r s .  "-- 
0. A. Olsen, n P r e s i a e n t l s  Addressn a t  G C  Session,  GC Daily 
B u l l e t i n ,  1897, p. 109. 

IIWHEREAS, W e  have been admonished by t h e  Spirit of Prophecy 
. . . i n  r e fe rence  t o  t i t h e s  and o f f e r i n g s  . . . we 
recommend, -- 

"1. That our m i n i s t e r s  and workers [g ive  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  our 
people] . . . 

"2. That the  o f f i c e r s  of our churches [work wi th  those who 
a r e  not paying t i t h e ] .  "--Recommendation of Committee on 
Financia l  Management; r e f e r r e d  back t o  committee, GC Session 
Recording Secre ta ry ' s  minutes, March 5 ,  1897. See a l s o  March 
7. 

"A reso lu t ion  was passed by the Committee t o  place L4O of  our 
Conference funds i n  the Students  Aid Fund, t o  be used i n  
educating the young- T w a n t  to ask you if you think i t  i s  
r i g h t  f o r  the Conference t o  use any of i ts funds i n  t h i s  way. 
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One member of our  Committee d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  we had a r i g h t  
t o  t h i s  u se  o f  t h e  t i t h e s . "  Ra t iona l e  given:  i f  t h e  worker 
i s  educa ted  i n  t h e  f i e l d  he would be suppor ted  by t i t h e .  If 
trained i n  school ,  he could a l s o  t h e  suppor ted  by t i t h e .  
The S tuden t s  Aid Fund would be a l o a n  t o  students.--A. G. 
D a n i e l l s  t o  S. N. Haske l l  and E l l e n  G. White, March 12, 1897. 
Ques t ion :  Are " the  youngn be ing  t r a i n e d  as workers? 

EGW Ms. 17 and 24,  1897 

" L e t t e r s  have come t o  me from Oakland and B a t t l e  Creek making 
i n q u i r i e s  as t o  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  made o f  t h e  t i t h e .  The 
w r l t e [ r ] s  supposed t h a t  t hey  were a u t h o r i z e d  t o  use  t h e  t i t h e  
money i n  meeting t h e  expenses of t h e  church,  as t h e s e  expenses  
were q u i t e  heavy. From t h a t  which has been shown me, t h e  t i t h e  
i s  n o t  t o  be withdrawn from t h e  t r ea su ry .  Every penny o f  t h i s  
money i s  t h e  Lord ' s  own s a c r e d  t r e a s u r e ,  t o  be a p p r o p r i a t e d  
f o r  a s p e c i a l  use. 

"There was a time when t h e r e  was ve ry  l i t t l e  mis s iona ry  
work done[. 1 ,  and t h e  t i t h e  was accumulated. I n  some i n s t a n c e s  
t h e  t i t h e  was used f o r  similar purposes a s  i s  now proposed. 
. . . [ A s  miss ionary  concern developed,  l e a d e r s  should  have 
understood how t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h e  funds. I When they  
[an tecedent  no t  c l e a r ]  s e e  m i n i s t e r s  l a b o r i n g  wi thou t  money 
t o  suppor t  them, and t h e  t r e a s u r y  is empty, t hen  t h a t  t r e a s u r y  
i s  t o  be s t r l c t l y  guarded. Not one penny Is t o  be  removed 
from it. "--Ellen 0. White S p e c i a l  Testimony "Tithe,  1897 
volume, p. 1. 

"Those who have used t h e  t i t h e  money t o  supply t h e  common 
n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  t h e  house o f  God, have t aken  t h e  money t h a t  
should  go t o  s u s t a i n  m i n i s t e r s  i n  doing  t h e i r  work. . . . 
Thi s  work i s  something o f  which a l l  who have t aken  a p a r t  i n  
should  be ashamed. . . . The b l e s s i n g  o f  t h e  Lord w i l l  be 
removed [from those  who do t h i s ] .  "--Ellen G. White S p e c i a l  
Testimony "Tl tne ,  " 1897 volume, p. 6 .  

"The l i g h t  which t h e  Lord h a s  g iven  me on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  i s  
tha t  the means i n  the  treasury for t h e  support of the  
m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s  i s  n o t  be used f o r  any 
o t h e r  purpose. "--Ellen G. White S p e c i a l  Testimony "Ti the ,  " 
1897 volume, p. 6. 

. . . show you how I rega rd  t h e  t i t h e  money being used f o r  
o t h e r  purposes. This  i s  t h e  Lord ' s  s p e c i a l  revenue fund ,  
r'or a s p e c i a l  purpose. I have never  s o  f u l l y  understood 
t h i s  m a t t e r  a s  I now unders tand  it. Having q u e s t i o n s  brought  
d i r e c t e d  h e r e  t o  me t o  answer, I have had s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  
f r o m  the Lord that the t i t h e  is for a special purpose, 
consec ra t ed  t o  God t o  s u s t a i n  t hose  who m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  s ac red  
work, a s  t h e  Lord ' s  chosen t o  do h i s  work no t  on ly  i n  
sermonizing,  but i n  minis t -wing .  . . . 

"That t h e r e  w i l l  always be a t empta t ion  t o  d i v e r t  t h e  t i t h e  
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money t o  o t h e r  channels ,  w e  know; but  t h e  Lord has  guarded 
t h i s  h i s  own p o r t i o n s ,  t o  be s a c r e d l y  used f o r  t h e  suppor t  
of t h e  gospe l  min i s t e r s .  . . . 
"It IS an  ea sy  ma t t e r ,  I n  t he  p l ace  o f  p r a c t i c i n g  t h e  

s e l f - d e n i a l  t h a t  we should ,  t o  h e l p  i n  educa t ing  s t u d e n t s ,  o r  
i n  t h e  temporal m a t t e r s ,  as p rov id ing  conveniences f o r  t h e  
church, which is necessary ,  t o  d i p  i n t o  t h e  Lord ' s  consec ra t ed  
p o r t i o n  which should  be used on ly  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  i n  
new f i e l d s  a s  w e l l  as i n  o t h e r  p laces .  "--Ellen G. White t o  
A. G. D a n i e l l s ,  March 16, 1897, Special T e s t f m m i e s ,  1897 
volume, pp. 1 ,  2 ) .  

"I am g lad  t o  r e c e i v e  l i g h t  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  proper  use  
of t h e  t i t h e .  I . . . w i l l  recommend t h a t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  
set a p a r t  L40 f o r  t h e  Educat iona l  Fund be r e sc inded ,  and t h a t  
no Conference funds  o r  t i t h e s  be used f o r  o t h e r  purposes t h a n  
t h e  work o f  t h e  min i s t ry .  This  is  t h e  first time I have e v e r  
g iven  my consent  t o  use  t h e  t i t h e s  f o r  any o t h e r  purpose,  and 
I d i d  t h i s  because o f  t h e  g r e a t  needs o f  t h e  School, t h e  
example o f  some of t h e  American Conferences, and t h e  approval  
I understood you have g iven  t o  t h a t  course.  I am very  g l a d  
t h e  matter is  made clear."--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  E l l e n  G. White, 
March 19, 1897. 

GC owes annua l ly  f o r  wages $l4,OOO more than  i s  rece ived .  
G C  Assoc i a t i on  i s  "badly i n  debtan- - I .  H. Evans t o  Fore ign  
Mlsslon Board, [April, 18ge[], I. H. Evans l e t t e r b o o k ,  GC 
Associa t ion ,  pp. 149, 150. 

C. H. Jones ,  having r ece ived  EGW Ms .  17,  1897, wrote  E l l e n  
White: "This  communication does no t  seem t o  be a d i r e c t  
r e p l y  t o  my letter.  The B a t t l e  Creek Church has been u s i n g  
t h e  t i t h e  t o  pay running  expenses. The Oakland church  h a s  n o t  
done t h i s  f o r  y e a r s ,  and I have never  been i n  f a v o r  of  it." 
Repeats  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Oakland p l a n  t o  reduce  indebtedness .  
--C. H. Jones  t o  E l l e n  G. White, Apr i l  28, 1897. 

EGW r e p l y i n g  immediately t o  C. H. ( ? )  Jones :  "The Lord h a s  
r evea l ed  t o  me t h a t  when t h e  members of  t h e  church i n  

[oakland]  s h a l l  l e a r n  t o  deny themselves,  . . . 
when they s h a l l  expend much l e s s  f o r  outward d i s p l a y ,  . . . 
then  they w i l l  be t h e  Lord ' s  t r u e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and w i l l  have 
c l e a r  d i scernment  and s p i r i t u a l  understanding.  . . . 

"The Lord w i l l  n o t  s a n c t i o n  your  borrowing t h i s  money f o r  
any o t h e r  work. It w i l l  c r e a t e  e v i l s  you cannot  now d i sce rn .  
It is no t  t o  be meddled w i t h  by t h e  [ Oak1 and I 
church,  . . . By u s i n g  t h e  t i t h e  f o r  . . , f i l l i n g  t h e  gaps  
made i n  bus ines s  l i n e s ,  you l i f t  from them a burden which 
they  should  a s  a church,  ca r ry .  

The "messenger of heaven" s a i d  t o  EGW that the churches 
must n o t  "draw from t h e  t r e a s u r y  o f  God t o  supply t h e i r  
weekly i n c i d e n t a l  expenses,  i n c u r r e d  i n  accom[mlodating t h e  
people. "--E. G. White Letter 81, 1897. 
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Considering t h e  c l o s e  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n :  "It was sugges ted  
by E lde r s  Evans and Jones  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  f o r  t h e  Committee t o  
do, would be t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  Test imonies,  
t h a t  o f  g e t t i n g  the P r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Conferences t o  . . . 
[ i n s t r u c t  t he  people r ega rd ing  t i t h e s  and o f f e r ings ] .  "-- 
GC Committee minutes,  June 17, 1897, p. 324. 

Discuss ion  on s u b - t r e a s u r i e s  i n  miss ion  f i e l d s .  
"Moved and seconded, That  t hese  miss ion  t r e a s u r e r s  a c t  as 

c o l l e c t o r s ,  and r e p o r t  each q u a r t e r  t o  t h e  Gen. Cnnf. 
Treasu re r ;  and t h a t  no money be paid o u t  t o  l a b o r e r s  i n  any 
f i e l d  wi thout  a w r i t t e n  o r d e r  from the  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
General  Conference. Carried.  

"Then fol lowed a f r e e  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  s u b j e c t  of  t h e  
v a r i o u s  funds. . . . It was t h e  unanimous opin ion  o f  t h e  
Committee t h a t  t h e  t i t h e  fund should be kept  sacred ,  and be 
d i sbu r sed  t o  t h e  l a b o r e r s  as in tended by the  Lord."--GC 
Committee minutes,  June  20, 1897 (vo l .  3 ,  pp. 327, 328). 

Discuss ion  about  whether any General Conference l a b o r e r s  might 
be a b l e  t o  work on t h e  se l f - suppor t ing  plan. Rather  t han  
c u t t i n g  back on wages o r  a sk ing  some l a b o r e r s  t o  be s e l f -  
auppor t i n g ,  

"It was t h e r e f o r e  moved and seconded, That t h e  Chairman 
p repa re  a le t ter  t o  be s e n t  t o  the P r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  v a r i o u s  
Conferences, s e t t i n g  be fo re  them what t h e  l a t e  Test imonies 
have said upon the  s u b j e c t  of the  tithes. Carr1eb."--GC 
Committee minutes,  June 20, 1897 (vo l .  3 ,  p. 329). 

"With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t he  t i t h e s ,  . . . I f e e l  conf ident  t h a t  
t h e r e  are b e t t e r  days f o r  u s  a l o n g  t h a t  l i n e .  The t i t h e  w i l l  
be kept  sacred, a fund p e c u l i a r l y  i t s  own, t o  be d i sbu r sed  t o  
t h e  l a b o r e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  *--L. A. Hoopes t o  N. W. Al lee ,  
June 22, 1897, RG 21, Bk. 21, p. 477. 

" A t  a s p e c i a l  meeting o f  t h e  Church he ld  las t  Sabbath 
af te rnoon,  botn of  t h e  testimonies r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  
were read  t o  t h e  church. . . . The t e s t imon ies  were 
thankfu l ly  r ece ived ,  and an  e a r n e s t  e f f o r t  would be made t o  
oarry out the  i n s t r u o t i o n  given.  

" ' A t  a meeting of t he  Board of  T rus t ees  o f  the  Oakland 
S.D.A. Church he ld  June 22, 1897, it was unanimously voted 
as t h e  mind o f  t h e  Board t h a t  i n  view o f  t he  r e c e n t  
test imony r ece ived ,  and t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  Conference 
Committee, we recommend t o  the  Church that they r e s c i n d  t h e i r  
former a c t i o n  i n  r ega rd  t o  r e t a i n i n g  a p o r t i o n  of t h e  t i t h e  
t o  apply on the church debt.'"--C. H. Jones  t o  E l l e n  G. 
White, June 24, 1897. The church concurred June 23: "We 
h e a r t i l y  accep t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  of the  Lord. "--1bid. 

"The f i n a n c i a l  q u e s t i o n  i s  a very  pe rp lex ing  one a t  t h i s  
s t a g e  of  the  work a t  t h i s  place.  . . . Some l e t t e r s  come i n t o  
t h i s  o f f i c e  expres s ing  a doubt on t h e  part  of t h e  people as t n  
t h e  use  t h a t  w i l l  be made o f  t h e  funds  i f  they a r e  s e n t  here.  
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. . . The de t e rmina t ion  t h a t  t h e  b r e t h r e n  have t o  walk i n  t h e  
counse l  of  t h e  Test imonies,  t h a t  t h e  t i t h e  should be k e p t  
s a c r e d l y  f o r  t h e  payment of  s a l a r y  t o  t h e  l a b o r e r s ,  w i l l  b r i n g  
i n  a b e t t e r  s t a t e  of affairs. Our T reasu re r  expressed  h imse l f  
t o  me t h a t  f o r  some time he has  f e l t  t h a t  we were n o t  do ing  
r i g h t  i n  t h e  matter."--L. A. Hoopes t o  E l l e n  G. White, June  23, 
1897 (RG 21, Bk. 21, p. 522).  

"You a s k  t h a t  $38.00 be s e n t  t o  your add re s s .  . . . You s a y ,  
' I t  i s  t h e  ba lance  due me f o r  t each ing  schoo l  i n  Birmingham.' . . . There i s  no means i n  t h e  t r e a s u r y  from which I could  
send t o  any of t h e  l a b o r e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  "--L. A. Hoopes t o  
Cora Moyers, June  29, 1897 (RG 21, Bk. 21, p. 551). 

"We are no t  a b l e  t o  pay o u r  m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and I am 
s u r e  t h a t  t h e  b r e t h r e n  would no t  want u s  t o  t a k e  t h e  t i t h e s  
w i th  which t o  run  Sani ta r iums.  "--I. H. Evans t o  A. J, Breed, 
June  30, 1897, G C  Assoc i a t i on  l e t t e r b o o k ,  p. 426. 

Ra t iona l e  f o r  having  a l l  GC l a b o r e r s  pa id  by w r i t t e n  o r d e r  o f  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  GC: n I n  one  mi s s ion  f i e l d  t h e  t r e a s u r e r  
has  pe rmi t t ed  t h e  d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  miss ion  t o  draw q u i t e  a 
l a r g e  sum of  money wi thou t  an  order .  You s e e  t h i s  way o f  
doing  t h i n g s  is l i k e l y  t o  run  tne mls s lon  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n  debt  
be fo re  they a r e  aware of i t ,  and t h e  t i t h e  fund w i l l  be used 
o f  i l l e g i t i m a t e  purposes. "--L. A. Hoopes t o  A. J. Breed, J u l y  
6 ,  1897 (RG 21, Bk. 21, pp. 634, 635). 

Concerning t h e  a c t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  l a b o r e r s  by pa id  only  
by o rde r  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  GC: "If t h e  l a b o r e r s  i n  a 
Conference were pe rmi t t ed  t o  go ou t  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  churches  and 
r e c e i v e  t i t h e s ,  t h e r e  would be some i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  
churches t h a t  would n o t  c a r e  t o  r e c e i v e  a r e c e i p t  f o r  i t ,  and 
t h e  l a b o r e r  would have j u s t  that much o f  Conference money. The 
P r e s i d e n t  would have no i d e a ,  o r  bu t  l i t t l e  i d e a ,  o f  how much 
t h e  l a b o r e r  had drawn." I n  ano the r  p l ace  t h e  d i r e c t o r  drew 
o u t  over $300 wit-hout an order. "Then when they sent i n  for  
an o rde r  cover ing  t h a t  amount, we found t h a t  some o f  i t  was 
t i t h e ,  some of  i t  was dona t ions ,  some o f  i t  was c o l l e c t i o n s  
t h a t  was [ s i c ]  t aken  i n  t h e  church,  and t h e r e  was a v a r i e t y  
o f  d i f f e r e n t  funds r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h a t  amount."--L. A. Hoopes 
t o  S. J. Hersum, J u l y  12, 1897 (RG 21, Bk. 21, pp. 599-670). 

"The Committee voted  r e c e n t l y  i n  a meeting nex t  t o  t h e  l as t  one 
t h a t  t h e  t i t h e  should be used f o r  no th ing  e l s e  bu t  t o  pay 
t h e  l a b o r e r s ,  t h a t  i t  should  be kept  s a c r e d ;  and when they  
took  t h a t  dec ided  s t a n d ,  t h e r e  has  been q u i t e  a g e n e r a l  e a s i n g  
up of t h ings .  It i s  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  do,  and t h e  Lord i s  
b l e s s i n g  u s  i n  it. "--L. A. Hoopes t o  N. P. Nelson, J u l y  25, 
1897 ( R G  21, Bk. 21,  p. 805). 

L e t t e r  r e c e i v e d  from Eugene Leland,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Quebec 
Conference: "In t h e  l e t t e r  . . . he shows t h a t  t h e  Conference 
i s  i n  a v e r y  s t r a i t e n e d  c o n d i t i o n  f l n a n c l a l l y ,  as some O f  t h e  
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l a b o r e r s  have no t  been pa id  f o r  two y e a r s ;  . . . While he f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  General  Conference was i n  such a c l o s e  c o n d i t i o n  
f i n a n c i a l l y ,  and t h e r e f o r e  d i d  n o t  f e e l  c l e a r  t o  a sk  them t o  
r ende r  any a s s i s t a n c e  a t  t h i s  time, y e t  he had one r e q u e s t  t o  
make, if they  could  g r a n t  i t ;  v i z . ,  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  Quebec 
Conference of t h e  payment o f  the back t i t h e s  nh i ch  they a r e  
owing t h e  General  Conference. 

flSome members o f  t h e  Committee expressed  themselves t h a t  
t h e r e  was no wonder t h a t  they  were i n  c l o s e  c i rcumstances ,  when 
they learned that the t i t h c s  had bcon w l t h h c l d .  But,  t a k i n g  
m a t t e r s  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a s  t hey  s t and ,  it was voted ,  To 
donate  t o  t h e  Quebec Conf. t h e i r  back d e l i n q u e n t  t i thes."--  
GC Committee minutes ,  J u l y  27, 1897 ( R G  21 Bk. 21,  p. 346). 

Is t h e  B a t t l e  Creek Church General  Conference t e r r i t o r y  " fo r  
l a b o r  as w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e  t i t h e " ?  "It was thought  b e s t  t o  l e a v e  
t h e  ma t t e r  rest as i t  is ,  and t h e  General  Conference go ahead 
wi th  t h e  management."--GC Committee minutes ,  J u l y  20, 1897 
( ~ 0 1 -  3 ,  P- 337). 

The r e g u l a r  a u d i t  committee "did n o t  wish t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 
precedent  o f  paying the  t e a c h e r s  of ou r  s c h o o l s  o u t  o f  t h e  
General  Conference funds. However, they  cons idered  that t h i s  
one schoo l  [ G r a y s v i l l e ,  Tenn.] a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  time should  
be a s s i s t e d  i n  this way. I do not know e x a c t l y  how t h e  
T reasu re r  h a s  t h e  account  of  t h e  G r a y s v i l l e  Teachers ,  whether  
he charges  i t  t o  t h e  G r a y s v i l l e  s choo l ,  o r  whether  t h e  t e a c h e r s  
a r e  cons idered  GC Laborers."--L. A. Hoopes t o  L e i l a  Lawrence, 
Aug. 15, 1897 (RG 21, Bk. 21, p. 932) .  

"The nex t  matter cons idered  was t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  the f u n d s  
t h a t  a r e  s u p p l i e d  t h e  G r a y s v i l l e  and H u n t s v i l l e  schools .  Moved . . . t h a t  what funds  have been s u p p l i e d  the l a b o r e r s  come 
from t h e  General  Conference, and t h a t  which i s  f u r n i s h e d  t o  
bu i ld  up the  p l a n t ,  be supp l i ed  by t h e  General  Conference 
Assoc ia t ion .  Carried."--GC Committee minutes ,  Sept .  27, 1897, 
P. 375. 

" I n  r ega rd  t o  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of  means t h a t  you speak o f ,  I would 
say t h a t  we are anxious to change our way of doing  I n  r ega rd  
t o  t h e  t i t h e .  You know what we t each  ou r  people . . . , t h a t  
t he  t i t h e  is  sac red  and should  not  be used o r  a p p r o p r i a t e d  t o  
o t h e r  purposes,  and i t  seem t o  me t h a t  we as i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 
a s s o c i a t i o n s  should observe  t h e  same p r i n c i p l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
when t h e  t u r n i n g  o f  the  t i t h e  o u t  o f  its proper  channel  would 
i n t e r f e r e  w i th  t he  work and workers  who a r e  dependent w o n  
t h e  t i t h e .  Under t he se  c i rcumstances  w e  have thought  h e r e  
t h a t  i t  would be b e s t  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  t i t h e  t o  i ts proper  p l a c e  
s o  t h a t  t h e  funds  would be ready and come-at-able a t  any time 
when they were needed. . . . The l a s t  y e a r  o r  two . . . a g a i n  
and aga in ,  a lmost  every  day we have run  a s h o r e  and have had t o  
r e p o r t  t o  our  l a b o r e r s  t h a t  we had no funds  and hence they must 
wait .  So i n  view of t h i s  f a o t  wc havc thought i t  
t he  t i t h e  be s e n t  t o  i t s  proper  p l ace  s o  we would 

bet t er  t h a t  
have a c c e s s  
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t o  all t h a t  i s  paid.  
"If we had p l en ty  of  money i n  a l l  our  d i f f e r e n t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  

and i n s t i t u t i o n s  s o  t h a t  we could make these  t r a n s f e r s  wi thout  
i n t e r f e r i n g  wi th  t h e  work dependent upon t h e  t i t h e  then  t h a t  
could be done, but  t h e  way i t  i s  t h e r e  a r e  a number of  ou r  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  s o  behind t h a t  when t h e  t i t h e  is  
t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  t h i s  way our  l a b o r e r s  have t o  s u f f e r . "  

Refers  t o  " the  reformat ion  t h a t  we d e s i r e  t o  b r i n g  about  i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  t i t h e  going t o  i ts proper  p lace ,  . . . You 
know that some of our  ohurohes have f e l t  frcc t o  use the  t i t h e  
t h a t  has  been paid t o  them, f o r  o t h e r  purposes,  and have become 
i n  debt  t o  t h e  t i t h e  fund, and you know how s t r a i g h t l y  we have 
t a lked  t o  them. . . . 

"P. S. I might ask  how t h e  G. C.A. could g r a n t  t h e  t r a n s f e r  
of means t h a t  does not  belong t o  them--That belongs t o  t h e  Gen. 
Conf. "--J. H. Morrison t o  C. H. Jones,  Nov. 24, 1897 (General  
Conference Assoc ia t ion  outgoing  l e t t e r b o o k  o f  I. H. Evans, 
PP. 787, 788). 

"The Gen, Conf. is p r e t t y  well f i x e d  at  present .  That is, we 
have s e v e r a l  thousand d o l l a r s  o f  t i t h e  of hand. We a r e  n o t  
u s ing  t h e  t i t h e  f o r  any purpose whatever except  paying t h e  
l a b o r e r s .  This  w i l l  h e l p  u s  o u t  m a t e r i a l l y  as fars [sic] as 
keeping ou r  workers paid up i s  concerned, but  i t  embarasses 
[ s i c ]  t h e  Gen. Conf. Assoc ia t ion  as former ly  they had used any 
funds t h a t  were pa id  i n  t o  c a r r y  on any l i n e  of  t h e  work."-- 
I. H. Evans t o  N. W. Allee, Feb. 3 ,  1898. GC Assoc ia t ion  
l e t t e r b o o k  o f  I. H. Evans, pp. 969, 970. 

Schools  unable t o  pay t h e i r  way. "Brother  Nelson, of Dakota, 
spoke t o  t h e  ques t ion ,  and thought  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  t h e  
t e a c h e r s  should be paid  from the t i t h e . "  Schools  mentioned 
i n  d i s c u s s i o n  were Walla Walla, South Lancas ter  and Union. 
--GC Assoc ia t ion  minutes,  March 20, 1898, p.  17. 

" In  o r d e r  to  r e l i e v e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  of  our schoo1s1 
w e  a sk  the  General Conference Committee t o  t a k e  under 
advisement and make recommendations t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  conferences  
i n  each  school  d i s t r i c t  t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  of p l a c i n g  on t h e i r  
pay-roll one o r  more teachers t o  be suppor ted  from t h e  
conference fund. . . . 

"Elder  I rwin  . . . thought  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h e r s  should come 
under the  same head as m i n i s t e r s ,  and should be paid o u t  o f  
t h e  conference funds. The province o f  t h e  General  Conference 
Assoc ia t ion  was t o  d e a l  w i th  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  matters p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  t h e  denomination, t h e  GC t o  look after i ts s p i r i t u a l  
w e l l f a r e  [ s i c ] .  Motion c a r r i e d .  --GC Assoc ia t ion  minutes,  
March 27, 1898, pp. 60,  61. 

"In vlew of the f i n a n c i a l  cond i t ion  of  our s choo l s ,  . . . 
we recommend t h e  Conferences and mis s ion  f i e l d s  i n  each 
school  d i s t r i c t ,  as f a r  a s  they a r e  a b l e ,  t o  employ one or 
more t eachcro ,  t o  be placed on the pay-roll of t h e  Confer-encas, 
whose accoun t s  s h a l l  be aud i t ed  by the  a u d i t i n g  committee o f  
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t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  Conferences by which t h e  t e a c h e r s  are employed." 
--GC Committee minutes ,  March 30, 1898 ( ~ 0 1 .  3,  pp. 403, 404). 

Voted "that the teachers o f  G r a y w i l l e  Academy be put  on t h e  
pay-ro l l  o f  t h e  General  Conference f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s choo l  
year."--GC Committee minutes ,  March 31,  1898, p. 406. 

"Moved . . . [ t h a t ]  t h e  Genera l  Conference should  suppor t  
Sani ta r ium t r a i n e d  workers  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  . . .with t h e  
coope ra t ion  of  S t a t e  Conference Committees; such  suppor t  n o t  
t o  exceed t h e  amount of  t i t h e  r ece ived  by t h e  General 
Conference from t h e  San i t a r ium helpers."--GC Committee minutes ,  
May 4 ,  1898. 

Kellogg s t a t e s  i f  conferences  do no t  suppor t  medical  
miss ionary  workers  "he s h a l l  s e p a r a t e  t h e  t i t h e  t h a t  i s  pa id  
i n t o  t h e  Conference, t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  medical  miss ionary  work." 
This  "1 g r e a t l y  dread.  If th i s  money i n  t i t h e  is pa id  by 
t h e  workers  i n t o  t h e  t r e a s u r y ,  why, I ask ,  should  n o t  t h a t  
amount be appor t ioned  t o  t h e  c a r r y i n g  forward of  t h e  medical  
miss ionary  work?"--Ellen G. White t o  Smith and I rwin ,  June 6 ,  
1898, s p e c i a l  t e s t i m o n i e s ,  pp. 1 ,  2. 

"The t i t h e  i s  h i s  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e i r  [God's m l n l s t e r s ]  
maintenance, and he des igns  t h a t  i t  s h a l l  be he ld  s ac red  f o r  
t h i s  purpose. . . . 

"The Lord does  n o t  s a n a t i o n  t h e  borrowing of t h i s  money for 
o t h e r  purposes.  It should not  be drawn upon t o  meet t h e  
i n c i d e n t a l  expenses of  t h e  church. . . . 

"In some o f  t h e  l a r g e r  conferences  t h e  t i t h e  may be more 
than  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  l a b o r e r s  now i n  t h e  f i e l d .  But 
i f  t h e  conferences  were doing  t h e  work t h a t  God d e s i r e s  them 
t o  do,  t h e r e  would be many more l a b o r e r s ,  and t h e  demand f o r  
funds would be g r e a t l y  Increased .  And t h e s e  conferences  
should f e e l  a burden f o r  t h e  r e g i o n s  beyond t h e i r  own borders . "  
--Ellen G. White "Use o f  T i t h e w  spec. t e s t  (from pp. 
24,  25 o f  "An Appeal for M i s s i o n s ,  O o t -  21,  1 8 9 8 ) .  

I n  Battle Creek t h e  people "have sought  t o  g a t h e r n  and have 
no t  " f e l t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  advancing t h e  work I n  o t h e r  
Engiish-speaking coun t r i e s .  The more t hese  s tewards  can  
g a t h e r  from t h e  churches,  t h e  less they  f e e l  l i k e  s h a r i n g  
wi th  t h e  workers  who have t o i l e d  f a i t h f u l l y  i n  o t h e r  f i e l d s .  
. . . 

"The Lord . . . now c a l l s  upon you t o  withdraw some o f  t h e  
means from the  v a r i e d  channe l s  t o  which it  is c o n s t a n t l y  
flowing. Le t  i t  be put  where i t  w i l l  make a showing, d i s t i n c t  
and dec ided ,  i n  t h i s  miss ionary  f i e l d  [Austral ia] ."--Ellen G. 
White, "An Appeal f o r  Help," unpub. tes t imony,  vo l .  7 ,  
pp. 119, 120. 

"Regarding t h e  proper  method o f  conduct ing  ou r  schools:--  . . . 
n3. S h a l l  each  conference  suppor t  from its t i t h e  one o r  more 
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t e a c h e r s  i n  ou r   school^?^--R. A. Underwood, G C  Da i ly  B u l l e t i n ,  
1899, P. 17 (Feb. 17, 1899).  

"Bro. Allee a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  f o r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  t h e  Genera l  
Conference had pa id  t h e  t e a c h e r s  of  t h e  Southern  I n d u s t r i a l  
School.  " He reques t ed  " t h a t  t h e  Genera l  Conference pay t h e  
p r i n c i p a l w  bu t  no t  " the  o t h e r  t eache r s .  . . ." 

Voted, " t h a t  t h e  General  Conference pay t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  
Southern I n d u s t r i a l  School."--GC Committee, March 21, 1899 
( v o l .  4, p. 27). 

"Eld. Lane r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  dona t ions  and s u r p l u s  t i t h e s .  . . .  
"The P r e s i d e n t  thought  t h e  t h e  recommendation o f  t h e  General  

Conference, t h a t  t h e s e  Conferences should suppor t  l a b o r e r s  i n  
f o r e i g n  f i e l d s ,  should be brought t o  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n .  "--GC 
Committee, A p r i l  27, 1899 (vo l .  4 ,  p. 33). 

EGW Ms. 86, 1899, "The Review & Herald and t h e  Col lege  Debtw: 
( I n t e r n a l  ev idence ,  p. 7 ,  shows t h i s  t o  be addressed  t o  
P ro fe s so r  Suther land .  ) 
Gen. Conf. and R&H monies a r e  t o  be used f o r  t he  whole 

work, n o t  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  c o l l e g e  deb t ,  which was i n c u r r e d  
when i n s t r u c t i o n  was n o t  heeded and an a d d i t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  
was erected.--p. 1. 

Study t o  make t h e  school  se l f - sus ta in ing . - -p .  2. 
"The Lord does n o t  r e q u i r e  the  General  Conference o r  t h e  

Review and Herald t h a t  i s  now under a burden o f  deb t  t o  
bea r  t h e  burden o f  t h e  Col lege  debt .  That would be doing  
i n j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  t h e  cause  i n  new 
f i e l d s  and i n  f o r e i g n  lands .  "--p. 4. 

S e l f i s h  men, s e l f i s h  h e a r t s ,  knowing l i t t l e  of  s a c r i f i c e ,  
g r a s p i n g  a l l  t h e  wages t hey  could  obtain.--p. 5. 

Wrong d e c i s i o n s  made when men a r e  brought  i n t o  s t r a i t  
p l aces ,  emergencies. --p. 6.  

"The Col lege  has  no r i g h t  t o  draw from t h e  General  Conference 
o r  t h e  Review & Herald t o  pay i ts  indebtedness .  "--p. 7. 

(The GC Committee's response  t o  B a t t l e  Creek Co l l ege ' s  
r e q u e s t  and t o  EGW t e s t i m o n i e s  i s  found i n  t h e  minutes  of 
Oct. 13, 1899 (vo l .  4, pp. 55, 56). 

"It was no t  r i g h t  t o  b u i l d  t h i s  [Boulder]  Sani ta r ium upon 
funds  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  Gen. Conf. . . . The Conference was 
c a r r y i n g  on its bus ines s  wi th  borrowed c a p i t a l .  It had no 
moral r i g h t  t o  u s e  means which was n o t  its own. "--Ellen G. 
White, S p e c i a l  Test imonies,  Book 9 ,  l e t t e r  "To My Bre th ren  i n  
America, * Boulder  Sani ta r ium,  June  19, 1899. 

"Several  times, i n  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  Prophecy, i t  i s  s t a t e d  i n  
subs t ance  that t e a u h a r ~  l a b u r i r ~ g  i r i  B i b l e  lirias and t r a i n i r l g  
workers  i n  o u r  Col leges  should  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  from 
t h e  t i  the.  Some t h i n k  t h i s  does  n o t  app ly  t o  B a t t l e  Creek 
C o l l e g e  because of testimonies d i r e c t e d  at e v i l s  a t  t h i s  
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EDU Michigan Conference f e e l s  misrepresented i n  Magan1 s l e t t e r  t o  
E l l e n  White of  Sept.  8 ,  1899. "They do not  o b j e c t  t o  paying 
a t eache r  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  Creek College ou t  of t h e  t i t h e  on any 
o t h e r  ground than t h i o ,  t h a t  they have more o r  leas extra 
expense now wi th  t h e  Cedar Lake school ."  They do n o t  f e e l  
c l e a r  on a s s i s t i n g  wi th  the  c o l l e g e  debt  u n l e s s  they have 
c l e a r  word from E l l en  White.--P. T. Magan t o  W. C. White, 
Oct. 1 ,  1899 (WE 1899). 

EDU "1 am very  much s u r p r i s e d  and pained t o  l e a r n  t h a t  some of 
t he  b r e t h r e n  o f  the  Michigan Conference t h i n k  t h a t  what 
Mother has  r e c e n t l y  w r i t t e n  r ega rd ing  t h e  incons i s t ency  
of  our s choo l s  a sk ing  t h e  Review & Herald and t h e  G. C. A. 
t o  f o r g i v e  t h e  d e b t s  on account  of money borrowed t o  e r e c t  
t he  bu i ld ings  i n  t hese  schools ,  o r  t o  meet t h e  d e f i c i e n c y  
occasioned by s o  conducting t h e  work t h a t  t h e  expenses have 
been g r e a t e r  than t h e  income, should i n  any way a f f e c t  o r  
coun te rac t  t h e  s t a t emen t s  former ly  made r ega rd ing  t h e  
suppor t ing  of t e a c h e r s  i n  our  s choo l s  by the  Conferences." 

E l l e n  G. White had f o r  y e a r s  poin ted  o u t  s e v e r a l  ways t o  
avola  Indebtedness.  Une i s  f o r  "our Conferences . . . [ t o ]  
assist i n  t h e  work o f  t h e  schoo l s  by f u r n i s h i n g  e f f i c i e n t  
t eache r s . "  --W. C. White t o  P. T. Magan, Oct. 17, 1899. 

EDU "W. C. White . . . has answered you wise ly .  . , . 
"The c a r r y i n g  o f  t h e  indeb tedness  of t h e  school  i n  B a t t l e  

Creek by t h e  General Conference i s  p l a i n l y  s t a t e d  t o  be 
wrong. . . . 

"Light has  been p l a i n l y  g iven  t h a t  t hose  who m i n i s t e r  i n  ou r  
SCR schoo l s ,  t each ing  the  word o f  God, e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  

educating t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  the  t h i n g s  o r  God, should be 
supported by the  t i t h e  money. This  i n s t r u c t i o n  was given  l o n g  
ago, and more r e c e n t l y  i t  has  been r epea ted  aga in  and again .  
Only a few months ago i t  was plainly d e f i n c d .  "--Ellen G. White 
t o  P. T. Magan, Oct. 21, 1899. 

EDU "I no te  what you say concerning the  suppor t  of  t e a c h e r s  from 
t h e  t i t h e .  The Wisconsin conference has  been very  l i b e r a l  wi th  
t h e  B a t t l e  Creek College i n  t h i s  r e spec t .  . . . Michigan g i v e s  
us  noth ing  a t  a l l .  "--P. T. Magan t o  E l l e n  G. White, Nov. 24, 
1899 (WE 1899). 

EDU "The b e s t  m i n i s t e r i a l  t a l e n t  should be employed i n  t each ing  t h e  
B i b l e  i n  our  schools .  Those s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  work need t o  be 
thorough B i b l e  s t u d e n t s  and t o  have a deep C h r i s t i a n  
exper ience ,  and t h e i r  s a l a r y  should be pa id  from the  t i t h e .  " 
--Ellen G.  White, 6T 134, 135. Surrounding paragraphs i n d i c a t e  
t he  educa t iona l  l e v e l  and t h e  type  o f  t r a i n i n g  in tended.  

EDU "Our conferences  look t o  t h e  schoo l s  f o r  educated and well-  
t r a l n e d  l a b o r e r s ,  anQ they should glve t h e  schoo l s  a most 



h e a r t y  and i n t e l l i g e n t  suppor t .  L igh t  has  been p l a i n l y  g iven  
t h a t  t hose  who m i n i s t e r  i n  ou r  s choo l s ,  t e ach ing  t h e  word of 
God, e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  educa t ing  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  
t n i n g s  o f  God, should be suppor ted  by t h e  t i t h e  money. This  
i n s t r u c t i o n  was g iven  l o n g  ago,  and more r e c e n t l y  i t  has been 
r epea t ed  a g a i n  and again.  "--Ellen G. White, 6T 215. 

EDU Re fe r r ing  t o  t h e  1890's  s i t u a t i o n ,  William Covert ,  p r e s i d e n t  of 
t h e  Wisconsin Conference, wro te  W. C. White i n  1904 i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  s t a t m e n t s  found in 6T 134, 135 and 215 about 
paying t e a c h e r s  w i th  t i t h e .  The Covert letter appea r s  l a t e r  i n  
t h i s  paper  under d a t e  o f  October  18, 1904. 

The s e t t i n g  of t h e s e  E l l e n  White s t a t e m e n t s  i n  6T  134, 135, 215 
is d e s c r i b e d  i n  T h e  Times o f  Volume S i x ,  Tes t imonies ,  vo l .  6 ,  
pp. 5 ,  6 ,  as be ing  i n  t h e  1890's :  "A number of  c o l l e g e s  and 
worker t r a i n i n g  schoo l s  were s t a r t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  times of 
volume 6. Ear ly  i n  t h e  pe r iod  Union College a t  Lincoln ,  
Nebraska, was opened i n  1891 and Walla Walla Col lege  i n  t h e  
S t a t e  of  Washington i n  1892. The o t h e r s  were i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  
South Af r i ca ,  and Denmark. . . . Church s c h o o l s  p r e s e n t i n g  
e lementary  work were a l s o  begun i n  s e v e r a l  p laces .  



TITHE REFORM--THE VIEW FROM AMERICA 
PART 11, 1900-1906 

I. STRUGGLING W I T H  THE ISSUES--VARYING CONCEPTS AND PRACTICES 

MEDICAL WORK D R A I N I N G  FUNDS INTENDED FOR MISSIONARY ENTERPRISES--ELLEN WHITE 
WARNS 3.  H. KELLOGG: "Should you c a r r y  o u t  your own way, means would be drawn 
from the  t r e a s u r y  t o  suppor t  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e s  o f  your c r e a t i o n ,  u n t i l  t h e  
miss ions  t o  which God h a s  appointed a special work would be d e s t i t u t e .  . . . 
If God has  eve r  spoken by me, you have been working on wrong l i n e s .  "--Ellen 
White t o  J. H. Kellogg, Feb. 27, 1900. K33-00. 

"Our people are l o s i n g  t h e i r  knowledge of  what c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  last message o f  
mercy t o  be g iven  t o  our  world. . . . [Quot ing  C h r i s t  as seen  i n  v i s i o n ]  'You 
[Kelloggl  have l a r g e l y  absorbed i n  your work t h e  money t h a t  would have enabled 
m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  set my work i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  f i e l d s  t h a t  a r e  r i p e  f o r  t h e  
harves t .  The work you have done has  h indered  t h e  work o f  sending  t h e  message 
of warning t o  f o r e i g n  f i e l d s .  'n--Ellen White t o  Brother  and S i s t e r  Kellogg, 
March 10, 1900. K41-00. 

DIVISION WITHIN GENERAL CONFERENCE COMMITTEE OVER ISSUE OF PAYING SOME MEDICAL 
WORKERS FROM TITHE PAID BY BATTLE CREEK SANITARIUM: "In the  80 th  meeting 
t h e r e  was a q u e s t i o n  concerning t h e  use of t h e  t i t h e  which some members o f  t h e  
Committee f e l t  should r e c e i v e  more cons ide ra t ion .  It was t h a t  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  
a c t i o n  taken May 4 ,  1898, i n  a s p e c i a l  meeting o f  t h e  Gen. Conf. Comm., where 
a recommendation was passed a p p r o p r i a t i n g  a n  amount o f  t i t h e  not  t o  exceed t h a t  
which was r ece ived  from the  Sani ta r ium fami ly ,  i n  t h e  d i s semina t ion  and 
promulgation o f  t he  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  h e a l t h ,  under t he  a u s p i c e s  of  t he  I n t l .  
Medical Missionary and Benevolent Asso. and t h e  Gen. Conf., and a s  f a r  a s  
p o s s i b l e  w i th  t h e  coopera t ion  o f  t he  S t a t e  Conferences. 

"Several members of t h e  Comm. f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a g r e a t  l i a b i l i t y  o f  a 
misunderstanding a r i s i n g  throughout t he  f i e l d  upon t h i s  ques t ion ,  and t h a t  
now i s  t h e  proper  time t o  have a d e f i n i t e  understanding.  . . . [ A t  t h e  next  
GCC meeting] The committee appointed t o  sugges t  a recommendation p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  t h e  t i t h e s  which were being used i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  of  t h e  
s p e c i a l  meeting o f  t he  Committee of  May, 1898, submit ted a v e r b a l  r e p o r t ,  t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  they d i d  no t  f e e l  f r e e  t o  make a d e f i n i t e  recommendation a t  
t h l s  time. By common conse~it ,  the Committee deemed it prudent to let the 
mat te r  r e s t  f o r  t he  present."--GCC Minutes, Apr i l  4 and 6, 1900. 

STATE CANVASSING AGENTS PAID FROM TITHE FUNDS--"Elder Ki lgore  then r eques t ed  
t h e  Committee t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  mind as t o  what was in tended i n  t h e i r  a c t i o n  
las t  s p r i n g  when i t  was recommended t h a t  Bro. P. A. Albrecht  go t o  Arizona as 
a canvasser--whether i t  was in tended t h a t  t h e  time t h a t  he put i n  i n  s e c u r i n g  
canvassers  and t r a i n i n g  them, should be pa id  f o r  by t h e  Gen. Conf. t he  same a s  
State Agents i n  t h e  South. The Chairman s t a t e d  t h a t  it was h i s  unders tanding  
t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  t h i n g  t o  be done. *--GCC Minutes, Oct. 14 ,  1900. 

VARYING PROPOSALS FOR SUPPORTING CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS SUGGESTED AT THE FIRST 
EDUCATION CONFERENCE FOR CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS: IrN. W. Kauble: While i t  i s  
clear tha t  tho ochool should be se l f - suppor t ing ,  yet we do no t  mean t o  convey 
the  i d e a  t h a t  t he  t e a c h e r s  should look  t o  t h e  income o f  t h e  school  f o r  t h e i r  



pay. We b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h e r s  should be conference  l a b o r e r s ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  
accounts  should be a u d i t e d  as those  of  any o t h e r  conference  l a b o r e r  [ i . e . ,  from 
ti t h e  funds] .  

"S. H. Lane: I n  ou r  conferences  t h e r e  a r e  from t h r e e  t o  t h i r t y  B ib l e  workers ,  
and I have thought  t h a t  every  church-school t e a c h e r  ought  t o  become a B i b l e  
worker. Af t e r  they  have t augh t  school  s i x  o r  e i g h t  months of  t h e  yea r ,  a s  
c i rcumstances  demand, t hen  between school  s e s s i o n s  l e t  them go o u t  i n t o  ou r  
c i t i e s  as B i b l e  workers ,  and l e t  t h e  conferences  pay them. That w i l l  g i v e  
each one of our churches a free school, and that f r e e  school will k e e p  our 
churches a t  work. 

"H. A. Washburn: The L e v i t e s  were t h e  t e a c h e r s  i n  I s r a e l ,  and t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
' t h e  L e v i t e  t h a t  is  w i t h i n  thy g a t e s '  e s p e c i a l l y  i n d i c a t e s  t hose  whose work was 
such as t h e  church-school t e a c h e r s  a r e  now doing. . . . The payment o f  a second 
t i t h e  [by every  church member] would provide  a fund i n  every church from which 
t h e  d e f i c i t  above t h e  t u i t i o n  i n  t h e  church school  could  be met, t h e  poor 
r e l i e v e d  i n  t h e i r  church and neighborhood, and l i b e r a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  a 
conference  fund whereby poor churches e l sewhere  could be a s s i s t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
schools .  . . . With t h e  p l an  then  o f  cha rg ing  a t u i t i o n ,  v a r y i n g  acco rd ing  t o  
t h e  grade  o f  work done by t h e  s t u d e n t ,  and pa id  as t h e  a b i l i t y  of t h e  p a r e n t s  
of t h e  p u p i l  may permi t ,  w i t h  t he  ba lance  taken  from a g e n e r a l  fund s u p p l i e d  
by t h e  payment o f  a second t i t h e ,  I b e l i e v e  ou r  church s c h o o l s  w i l l  
have proper  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t .  

"E. A. Su ther land:  Now i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  t i t h e .  I have read  of some i n d i v i d u a l s  
t a k i n g  t h e i r  first t i t h e  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  church school .  This  is no t  r i g h t .  The 
t i t h e  should  go i n t o  t h e  t r e a s u r y ,  where God has  s a i d  i t  should go. 

nReso lu t ions  Passed by t h e  Conference: Whereas, I n  a n c i e n t  I s r a e l  t h e  Lord 
c a l l e d  upon t h e  people t o  assist t h e  L e v i t e s  and t h e  poor by t h e  second t i t h e  
and v a r i o u s  o f f e r i n g ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  

"Resolved, That t h e  t e a c h e r s  encourage t h e  people among whom they l a b o r ,  t o  
provide by t h i s  means f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  and benevolent  work."-- 
Proceedings of Church School Teachers1 Conference a t  B a t t l e  Creek, Michigan, 
June  20 t o  J u l y  11,  1900, pp. 198, 201-03, 226. 

ELLEN WHITE OPTIONS FOR TITHE SURPLUS: " J u s t  a s  soon as t h e  workers  i n  
C a l i f o r n i a  s t o p  doing a g g r e s s i v e  work, and hover ove r  a f e w  churches,  t r e a d i n g  
on one a n o t h e r ' s  h e e l s ,  t h e i r  l i g h t  w i l l  go out .  If you wish t o  r e t a i n  t h e  
t i t h e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  no t  u s i n g  i t  i n  f o r e i g n  f i e l d s ,  you must do a g g r e s s i v e  
work a t  home. You a r e  n o t  t o  be merely consumers, bu t  producers .  You should  
no t  merely absorb.  You should s u s t a i n  t h e  work i n  every  p a r t  o f  t he  world."-- 
E l l e n  White, " I n  t h e  Regions Beyond, " Apr i l  4 ,  1901, CCB, p. 86. 

SUPPORT OF A MEDICAL MISSIONARY I N  AUSTRALIA FROM TITHE FUNDS I N  1890,s: 
[A. G. D a n i e l l s  was asked]  "Do any o f  t h e  medical  workers  r e c e i v e  any suppor t  
from the  t i  t h e  [ i n  A u s t r a l i a ] ?  A. G. D a n i e l l s :  Yes, when they need it. I 
w i l l  t e l l  you how. When w e  f i r a C  started o u t ,  t h e  first man that  came t o  us 
was Brother  A. W. Semmens, a nurse  who graduated  h e r e  i n  t h i s  [ B a t t l e  Creek] 
Sanitar ium. And when he came o u t  t h e r e ,  I d i d  n o t  know what t o  do t o  g e t  him 
started in the medioal w o r k .  



"Some of  our  b r e t h r e n  had a l i t t l e  more l i g h t ,  and they s a i d ,  'Le t  u s  make him 
a preacher  and a medical  worker combined; l e t  u s  have him work i n  t h e  churches  
and t e l l  t h e  b r e t h r e n  t h i s  gospe l  o f  h e a l t h ,  and l e t  u s  h e l p  suppor t  him from 
t h e  t l t n e s  o r  t n e  conference.  s o  we gave Bro the r  Semmens some money from t h e  
t i t h e s ,  and we s a i d ,  'He s h a l l  have h i s  l i v i n g  now, and we want him t o  t each  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of  h e a l t h  and temperance, and o f  t h e  Gospel i n  a l l  i ts  branches ,  
do ing  what he  can t o  eduoate the people in a l l  thcoe th ingo ,  taking  pay, as 
f a r  a s  he t h i n k s  b e s t ,  where he h e l p s  t h e  people,  and then  w e  w i l l  s uppor t  him 
from the  t i t h e s .  And s o  he went r i g h t  a long ,  as a l l  our  conference  l a b o r e r s ,  
making a r e p o r t  o f  h i s  r e c e i p t s ,  and then  t h e  conference  pa id  him what they 
ought  t o  pay him t o  make a f a i r  living."--GC Sess ion  Recording S e c r e t a r y  
Minutes, Apr i l  5 ,  1901, pp. 55-7. 

GC COMMITTEE DISCUSSES SUPPORT OF EDUCATIONAL WORK: "Prof. Griggs [ S e c r e t a r y  
of  G C  Educat ion Department] addressed  himself  c h i e f l y  t o  two q u e s t i o n s ,  which 
he regarded  a s  fundamental f o r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Gen. Conf. F i r s t ,  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  o f  ou r  schools .  Second, t e x t  books f o r  u se  i n  t h e  same. 

"Concerning t h e  first q u e s t i o n ,  he be l i eved  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n  educa t ion  should  be 
made p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t he  poo res t  parents .  F u r t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e  
p re sen t  p l an  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  t e a c h e r s  s u b j e c t e d  them t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s i n g  
from l o c a l  cond i t i ons .  This  should be obv ia t ed  by p rov id ing  suppor t  e i t h e r  
from t h e  t i t h e ,  o r  from g e n e r a l  dona t ions ,  as might be deemed adv i sab l e .  . . . 
"Eld. [ W .  C. 1 White expressed  t h e  wish t h a t  we might have some B ib l e  s t u d i e s  
concern ing  t h e  second t i t h e ,  as he be l i eved  t h i s  would r e v e a l  f i n a n c i a l  h e l p  
for  our schools.  "--GCC Minutes, NOV. 20, 1902. 

ELLEN WHITE VERSUS INSTITUTIONALISM--"We have be fo re  u s  a g r e a t  work--the 
c l o s i n g  work of  g i v i n g  t h e  l a s t  warning message t o  a s i n f u l  world. But 
what have we done i n  t h e  world? Look, I beg o f  you, a t  t h e  many, many p l a c e s  
t h a t  have never  been en t e r ed .  Behold t h e  Southern  f i e l d  w i th  i t s  m i l l i o n s  
upon m i l l i o n s  o f  sou l s .  Who i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  s a l v a t i o n ?  Look a t  t h e  
large b u i l d i r ~ g s  t h a t  have been p l l e d  up i n  a TeW places .  WltneSS t h e  showing 
i n  B a t t l e  Creek and i n  a few o t h e r  c e n t e r s  of ou r  work. Consider  t h e  amount 
of t ime,  t h e  e f f o r t ,  t h e  means, t h a t  have been expended i n  making a g r e a t  
showing i n  a few places. Look at our  b r e t h r e n  and sisters treading over and 
over  t h e  same ground, wh i l e  around them is  a neg lec t ed  wor ld ,  l y i n g  i n  
wickedness and corrupt ion--a world as y e t  unwarned! To me t h i s  is an awful  
p i c t u r e .  What a p p a l l i n g  i n d i f f e r e n c e  we man i f e s t  t o  t h e  needs of a 
p e r i s h i n g  world!"--Ellen Wnite, Ta lk  Before  t h e  P a c i f i c  Union Medical 
Missionary Council ,  S t .  Helena, C a l i f o r n i a ,  June 19,  1902, p. 15. 

ELLEN WHITE AND SHARING PRINCIPLE AS MEANS OF ADVANCING WORK I N  MISSION AREAS: 
"The Lord does  n o t  d e s i g n  t h a t  H i s  work s h a l l  be conf ined  t o  any one p lace .  
He i s  c o n s t a n t l y  t u r n i n g  t h e  wheel of  H i s  providence.  We can no t  f o r e s e e  t h e  
c i rcumstances  under which we may be p laced  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Those who b ind  
themselves w i th  a s i n g l e  yoke o r  a s i n g l e  co rd  a r e  i n  need o f  d i v i n e  
enl ightenment .  The Lord i s  not  p leased  t o  have H i s  people bound by any such  
yokes. He wants  eve ry  yoke broken, every  co rd  severed .  H i s  work i s  one i n  
a l l  p a r t s  of  our  world. 

" In  t h e  e a r l y  days o f  t h e  message, my husband and I worked on an e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  bas i s .  I remember when we secured  a l i t t l e  nome i n  B a t t l e  Creek, 



Fa the r  s a i d  t o  me, 'Mother, we must economize i n  every  way we can u n t i l  
every  m i n i s t e r  i n  t h i s  Conference has  a house as good as o u r s . '  We t r i e d  
t o  work upon t h i s  plan. For  y e a r s  my husband always c a r r i e d  a  l i t t l e  pass-  
book, c o n t a i n i n g  a s u b s c r i p t i o n - l i s t  f o r  some m i n i s t e r ' s  home. When one 
l a b o r e r  was provided f o r ,  he would begin  t o  work f o r  another .  This  
i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of u n s e l f i s h n e s s  w i th  which God d e s i r e s  f l o u r i s h i n g  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t hose  which a r e  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e .  To draw away from 
t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  j u s t  a s  we have reached t h e  bo rde r s  o f  t h e  promised l and ,  i s  
u t t e r l y  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  ou r  work i n  t h e  beginning,  
and i n  the  name of t h e  Lord, I f o r b i d  it."--Ellen Whita Statement,  Conolusion 
of  Council Meeting Held i n  S t .  Helena, C a l i f o r n i a ,  June  22, 1902, Mss. 146, 
1902, P* 9 -  

DEBATE ON FINANCING EDUCATION CONTINUES AT GCC LEVEL: "Report of  Committee 
on Educa tion--The s p e c i a l  committee on educa t ion  rendered  t h e  fo l lowing  r e p o r t  : 

n l B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  work o f  C h r i s t i a n  educa t ion  i s  i n s e p a r a b l e  from t h a t  o f  
t h e  Gospel ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  . . . 
" ' I n  view of  t h e s e  s en t imen t s ,  t h a t  t h e  church schoo l  t e a c h e r  should be above 
l o c a l  i n f l u e n c e s ,  and t h a t  church schoo l s  should be e s t a b l i s h e d  wherever 
neces sa ry ;  t h e r e f  o re ,  

"'We recommend, That t h e  Department of  Educat ion should g i v e  s p e c i a l  s t udy  t o  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  suppor t  o f  t e a c h e r s  and t h e  maintenance of  church schoo l s ,  
and r e p o r t  on t h e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  nex t  General  Conference. . . . 
[The q u e s t i o n ]  "was then  thoroughly d i scus sed  as fo l lows :  

"W. W. P r e s c o t t  r eques t ed  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  f r e e  t u i t i o n ,  
o r  t h e  payment o f  t u i t i o n  by pa ren t s ,  o r  a  modif ied p lan ,  i n v o l v i n g  both t h e  
o t h e r  p lans .  

"W. T. Knox s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t u i t i o n  should be a gene ra l  church expense, s o  
t h a t  every  c h i l d  i n  t h e  church could have the  p r i v i l e g e  o f  a f r e e  C h r i s t i a n  
educa t ion .  The same p r i n c i p l e  should a l s o  apply t o  t h e  churches ;  t h a t  every  
church,  no m a t t e r  how poor should  have a chance t o  have a  church school .  
This  i n  h i s  j u d m e n t ,  would n e c e s s i t a t e  t h e  management o f  t h e  church school  
bus ines s  by t h e  conference  committee, and the  psyment of  church schoo l  
teachers ou t  of  a g e n e r a l  fund. For t h l s  fund he recommended the  adop t ion  o f  
t h e  p l an  of  t h e  second t i t h e .  

"E. A. Su ther land  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  t h e  thoughts  r e l a t i v e  t o  having  t h e  church 
school  bus ines s  managed by the  conference  committee, and t h e  church schoo l  
t e a c h e r s  pa id  from t h e  g e n e r a l  fund. He s t a t e d  t h a t ,  as t h i n g s  a r e  a t  
p r e sen t ,  churches  would h i r e  any Seventh-day Advent i s t  p u b l i c  school  t e a c h e r  
t o  t each  a church school ,  and t h a t  wrong p r i n c i p l e s  were c r eep ing  i n .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  p l an  was, t h a t  each  one should  donate  approximately one- 
t h i r d  of  t h e i r  income t o  t h e  cause of God each  y e a r ,  and t h i s  was no t  be ing  
done by Seventh-day Advent i s t s .  . . . 
"P. T. Magan a l s o  spoke on t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of  paying t h e  church school  t e a c h e r s  
from a central fund,  managed by thc confcrence  committee. H c  o b j c c t c d  t o  
t h e  p lan  o f  churches s u p p o r t i n g  schoo l s  s imply by t u i t i o n s  pa id  by p a r e n t s ,  



and h e l p l e s s  poor persons by means o f  c h a r i t y  donat ions .  He d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  God's p l a n s  o f  f i nance  provided f o r  any one being a pauper, o r  s u b j e c t  t o  
c h a r i t y .  

"Elder C o t t r e l l  favored t h e  p lan  of  having each  church look  a f t e r  its own 
church school  bus ines s ,  s imply i n  counse l  w i th  t h e  conference,  and managing 
i t s  own f inances ,  wi thout  having  t h e  f i n a n c e s  handled by t h e  conference  
committee. 

"Professor  Origgs d e c l a r e d  i n  favor of t h e  universal system of educa t ion ,  
t h e  payment o f  a l l  church school  t e a c h e r s  from a g e n e r a l  fund ;  t h e  duty  o f  
t h e  church t o  educa t e  and t r a i n  every  c h i l d  i n  t h e  church. 

"A. T. J o n e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n  was broader  i n  i t s  o p e r a t i o n  
than  i s  g e n e r a l l y  thought ;  t h a t  f i rst  of  all w e  must t e a c h  t h e  people o f  t h e  
church;  t h a t  t h e  p a r e n t s  must n o t  depend upo t h e  t e a c h e r  alone.  Men should be 
encouraged t o  t ake  up t h i s  work, and t h e  wages should be advanced. 

"After  f u r t h e r  g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  r e p o r t  was adopted.  "--GCC Minutes,  
Nov. 23, 1902. 

MOVEMENT TOWARD SHARING SURPLUS TITHE WITH MISSION AREAS: "1 am g l a d  t o  be a b l e  
t o  t e l l  you t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  been a g r e a t  awakening on t h e  p a r t  of our  people i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s  s i n c e  we d e l e g a t e s  r e t u r n e d  from Europe l a s t  August. Our 
people have never  wi tnessed  any th ing  l i k e  t h e  movement t h a t  i s  now s e t t i n g  i n .  
As you have a l r e a d y  l e a r n e d ,  t he  C a l i f o r n i a  Conference voted to a p p r o p r i a t e  
about  one-half  of  i t s  $45,000 t i t h e s  t o  f o r e i g n  f i e l d s .  This  i s  t o  be a 
r e g u l a r  t h i n g  from now on t o  t h e  end;  a t  l e a s t  t h i s  i s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r e s e n t  Committee. L a s t  week I a t t ended  t h e  Conference s e s s i o n  of  t h e  West 
Michigan Conference he ld  a t  Wright. The d e l e g a t e s  c h e e r f u l l y  and 
unanimously vo ted  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  one-half o f  t h e i r  annual  t i t h e  t o  t h e  Genera l  
Conference f o r  mi s s ion  f i e l d s .  The i r  t i t h e  i s  about  $32,000 a year .  They 
t h i n k  i t  w i l l  be cons ide rab ly  more t h e  coming year .  Other  Conferences a r e  
t a k i n g  t h i s  matter up, and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n  t h e  near  f u t u r e  one-half  of  t h e  
t i t h e  paid by our  b r e t h r e n  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  w i l l  come t o  t h e  Mission Board 
f o r  mi s s ion  f i e l d s .  Our annual  t i t h e  i n  t h i s  count ry  is $500,000 a yea r .  
One-half of  t h a t ,  a s  you w i l l  s e e ,  is $250,000. The annual  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of  t h e  
Mission Board d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  has been about  $100,000. This  has  been 
r a i s e d  by e a r n e s t  appea l s  t o  our  church f o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  The moment ou r  
churches devote  f i f t y  per c e n t  o f  t h e i r  tithes to miss ion  f d e l d s ,  w e  have  a n  
annual  income o f  $250,000 a s su red  u s  f o r  o u r  mi s s ion  f i e l d s .  Th i s  w i l l  t a k e  
away t h e  anx ie ty  of t h e  Board, and i t  w i l l  make s u r e  and c e r t a i n  t h e  suppor t  o f  
ou r  l a b o r e r s  who go abroad. A s  I have l a i d  t h e  f a c t s  be fo re  our  b r e t h r e n ,  It 
has  s t i r r e d  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  I have shown them how i n c o n s i s t e n t  i t  is t h a t  as 
soon a s  a m i n i s t e r  obeys t h e  c a l l  from f o r e i g n  f i e l d s  f o r  he lp ,  he is  c u t  o f f  
from t h e  s u r e ,  s t e a d y  suppor t  of t h e  t i t h e  t h a t  he has  wh i l e  a t  home, and i s  
placed upon t h e  u n c e r t a i n  b a s i s  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  from t h e  people. I p o i n t  
o u t  t h a t  t h e  t i t h e  i s  God's, f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y ;  no t  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  a lone ,  
bu t  f o r  God's f a i t h f u l  m i n i s t e r s  t h e  world over .  And I a l s o  a rgue  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  
Is any one i n  the denomlnatlon who Is e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  t i t h e ,  i t  is  those  who a r e  
a t  t he  f r o n t  i n  t h e  f i r i n g  line."--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  A. F. Ba l l enge r ,  Dec. 18, 
1902. RG 1 1 ,  Bk. 29, p. 343. 



1903 GENERAL CONFERENCE SESSION AND SHARING OF SURPLUS TITHES: "H. W. C o t t r i l l :  . . . A Good many Conferences have more t i t h e  than  they know what t o  do with.  
They have been f i f t y  y e a r s  working a Conference, and have a small c o n s t i t u e n c y  
t o  work, and a l a r g e  cons t i t uency  of  ou r  people has  a l a r g e  t i t h e .  They can  
send o u t  a good many d o l l a r s  and pay a second t i t h e ,  and g i v e  perhaps s e v e r a l  
thousand d o l l a r s  t o  f o r e i g n  miss ion  work. I t h i n k  t h i s  is  t h e  i d e a  of t h e  
o r i g i n a t o r s  of  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  " 

Resolu t ion  Concerning Use of  Su rp lus  T i the :  "Whereas, The one g r e a t  work o f  t h i s  
people i s  t o  carry the t h i r d  angel's message i n  t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  t o  every n a t i o n ,  
k indred ,  tongue, and people ;  and,-- 

"Whereas, About f o u r - f i f t h s  o f  t h e  l a b o r e r s ,  and t h e  means w i th  which t o  suppor t  
them, a r e  now ga the red  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  where t h e r e  i s  o n l y  about  one- 
twen t i e th  of t h e  wor ld ' s  popu la t i on ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  -- 
"1. We recommend, That a s y s t e m a t i c  and thorough campaign be e n t e r e d  upon and 
kep t  up t o  t u r n  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  conference  committees, m i n i s t e r s ,  and people  t o  
t h e  needs o f  t h e  f i e l d s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  conference  and o u t s i d e  o f  
t h e  United S t a t e s ;  and t h a t  a l l  conference  r e s o u r c e s  o f  m i n i s t e r s  and money be 
he ld  open by t h e  conference  management t o  t h e  needs and c a l l s  of  t h e  r e g i o n s  
beyond, t h e  same as w i t h i n  t h e  bounds of  l o c a l  conferences.  

"2. We recommend, That conferences  urge  t h e i r  l a b o r e r s  t o  move o u t  i n t o  needy 
f i e l d s ,  and pledge t o  suppor t  them t h e r e ,  as t h e i r  own l a b o r e r s ,  u n t i l  they 
have r a i s e d  up a s u f f i c i e n t  cons t i t uency  t o  g i v e  them t h e i r  suppor t .  . . . 
"4. We recommend, That t h e  Genera l ,  Union, and S t a t e  Conferences g i v e  t h e i r  
i n t e r n a l  workings and t h e  expenses  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c a r e f u l  s t udy ,  t o  t h e  end 
t h a t  a l l  unnecessary expenses be e l i m i n a t e d ,  and t h e  work pu t  upon a sound 
bas i s .  

"5. We recommend, That  we encourage t h e  S t a t e s  t h a t  are a b l e  t o  do so ,  t o  set 
a s i d e  a d e f i n i t e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  t i t h e  as an  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  t h e  
g e n e r a l  work o f  t h e  Mission Board. 

"6. We recommend, That t h i s  forward movement i n  beha l f  o f  mi s s ions  be p laced  
c l e a r l y  before  our  people,  and t h a t  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  pay a f u l l  t i t h e  
i n t o  t h e  Lord ' s  t r e a s u r y  be emphasized."--1903 CC Sess ion  Minutes, S tenographic  
Report, A p r i l  2,  1903, py. 35a-b; 1903 GCB, pp. 221-22. 

[ I t  should be noted t h a t  t h e  t h r u s t  of t h e s e  recommendations was somewhat 
delayed by t h e  Kellogg c r i s i s  du r ing  t h e  next  year .  The s t r o n g  ove r seas  
mi s s ion  focus  would be resumed i n  1904.1 

Reso lu t ion  Concerning Aged Laborers  and Dependent Widows and Orphans: "Whereas, 
The t i t h e  i s  t h e  Lord ' s  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  gospe l  m i n i s t r y ;  and,-- 

"Whereas, There is  no well-defined g e n e r a l  p lan  i n  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  
aged ur s i c k  conference  l a b o r e r s ,  anb t h e  widows and orphans of  deceased 
l a b o r e r s ;  therefore- -  

"We recommend, T h a t  a11 oonferenoes and miooion f i e l d s  recognize t h e  t i  tile 

a s  t h e  i n h e r i t a n c e  o f  God's m i n i s t e r s ,  and t h a t  an  al lowance be g ran t ed  from t h e  



t i t h e  t o  p rope r ly  suppor t  s i c k  o r  aged l a b o r e r s ,  a l s o  t h e  dependent widows and 
orphans o f  t hose  removed by death.  n--1bid. 

Resolu t ion  Concerning Education: "We recommend, ( a )  That a conference  be 
c a l l e d  by t h e  Educat iona l  Department o f  t h e  Genera l  Conference Committee, t o  
convene a t  some c e n t r a l  po in t  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  g i v i n g  
those  d i r e c t l y  connected wi th  school  work an oppor tun i ty  t o  s tudy  al l  t h e  phases 
of school  work which a r e  g e n e r a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  and t o  d e v i s e  and i n a u g u r a t e  
p l a n s  t h a t  w i l l  be o f  u n i v e r s a l  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

" ( b )  That t e a c h e r s f  i n s t i t u t e s  be conducted, a s  f a r  a s  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  i n  each  
l o c a l  conference.  "--1bid. , p. 224. 

VARIED APPROACH TO FINANCING SDA EDUCATION CONTINUES--POSITIONS TAKEN AT GC 
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT CONVENTION, JUNE 12-21, 1903: "L. A. Hoopes: . . . 
It w i l l  be conceded by a l l  t h a t  every  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  a miss ionary  
enterprise, and i s  a lmost  wholly dependent upon t h e  c h a r i t i e s  of  i ts  p a t r o n s  
f o r  i ts suppor t .  If t h e  t u i t i o n  pays t h e  s a l a r i e s  of t h e  t e a c h e r s  it i s  doing 
w e .  . . . If t h e  s a l a r i e s  of  t h e  t e a c h e r s  were met by o t h e r  means t han  
by the t u i t i o n ,  oo t h a t  the t u i t i o n  would be f r e e ,  t hen  w e  could s e e  how the 
s c h o o l s  could be main ta ined  by t h e  i n c i d e n t a l  expenses  t h a t  would n a t u r a l l y  
come from t h e  l a r g e  number o f  p u p i l s  who would be i n  a t t endance . "  

"E. T. Russe l l :  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  mi s t ake  we have made i s  t h e  
denomination m u l t i p l y i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and p i l i n g  up too  much money i n  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I f  I r e a d  r i g h t l y  t h e  tes t imony of t h e  S p i r i t  o f  God, t h e s e  
i n t e r m e d i a t e  s choo l s  [academies] should  be sma l l  and compara t ive ly  
inexpens ive .  " 

"A. G. D a n i e l l a ;  For y e a r s  w e  have been t a l k i n g  about  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  and 
every time w e  come t o  a school  meeting we have a l l  been a t  s e a  about  t h e  
suppor t  o f  s c h o o l s  and t h e  g rad ing  o f  schools .  Now l e t  u s  g e t  r i g h t  down t o  
this thing. Choose a committee, i f  you do n o t  have i t  a l r e a d y ,  of t h e  b e s t  
men you have i n  t h i s  Convention, t o  o u t l i n e  t h e  work." 

"Report o f  t h e  Committee on Organiza t ion :  . . . V I .  F i n a n c i a l  Support .  
1. Co l l eges  and T r a i n i n g  Schools  . . . 

( b )  S a l a r y  o f  t eache r s .  
( 1 )  T u i t i o n  from s tuden t s .  
(2 )  T l t h e  from S t a t e  Conferences. 

2. S t a t e  Schools  . , . 
(b) S a l a r y  of t e a c h e r s  and running  expenses. 

( 1  ) T u i t i o n  from porenta .  
(2)  T i t h e  from Conference. 

3.  Church Schools .  
( a )  S a l a r y  of t e a c h e r  and runn ing  e x p e n s e s .  

(1)  T u i t i o n  from pa ren t s .  
(2 )  Gifts from church members. 
( 3 )  Appropr ia t ions  from conference church schoo l  fund. 
( 4 )  Second t i t h e .  

[It w i l l  be observed t h a t  t h e  committee appoin ted  by t h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  
convent ion  recommended t h a t  all college and academy t e a c h e r s  be pa id  from 



t i t h e  funds.  It recommended t h a t  church school  t e a c h e r s  be pa id  from v a r i o u s  
sou rces ,  one of which was a second t i t h e  t o  be c o n t r i b u t e d  by church members.] 

"E. A. Su the r l and :  . . . There is no q u e s t i o n  concern ing  t h e  c a l l  o f  
C h r i s t i a n  t eache r s .  They a r e  c a l l e d  t o  s t and  by t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r .  
They a r e  t o  c a r r y  t h e  e v e r l a s t i n g  Gospel t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  a s  t h e  
minifiter i f i  t o  carry i t  t o  those who do not know t h e  t r u t h .  

"When ou r  work first s t a r t e d ,  t h e r e  was n o t  a  c l a s s  o f  t e a c h e r s  among us.  
When t h e  l ight  concern ing  t h e  suppor t  of Gospel l a b o r e r s  was made known, t h e  
m i n i s t r y  comprised a l l  of  t h e  l a b o r e r s ;  consequent ly ,  when Seventh-day 
Adven t i s t s  accepted  t h e  l i g h t  on t i t h i n g ,  i t  meant t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  t i t h e  
went t o  the suppor t  o f  t h e  m i n i a t r y ,  

"In t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  o f  s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of ou r  c h i l d r e n  we have 
been g r e a t l y  perplexed and hampered over  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  o f  suppor t .  We have 
t r i e d  t h e  p lan  o f  cha rg ing  t u i t i o n .  A l l  r e cogn ize  t h a t  i t  i s  no t  an  i d e a l  
method. It makes t h e  burden unequal. It i s  ve ry  heavy upon those  who have 
c h i l d r e n ,  and l i g h t  upon those  who have none. The educa t ion  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  is 
a work o f  t h e  church ,  and should b e  borne by every member i n  proportion t o  his 
a b i l i t y  t o  suppor t  t h e  cause. 

"For y e a r s  we have advocated a f r e e  Gospel,  no t  on ly  t o  ou r  own people,  bu t  t o  
those  o u t s i d e  o f  t he  church.  People a r e  as e a r n e s t l y  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  f r e e  
Gospel i n  C h r i s t i a n  educa t ion .  The popular  churches do not  s e e  l i g h t  i n  t h e  
d i v i n e  p l a n  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  We have accepted  t h i s  p l an  as f a r  
as i t  applies t u  t h e  min i s t ry .  When we t u r n  t o  t h e  popular  s c h o o l s  w e  f i n d  
t h a t  they have accepted  t h e  d i v i n e  p l an  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l s  s o  f a r  as l e t t i n g  t h e  burden r e s t  equa l ly  upon a l l .  The i r  s c h o o l s  a r e  
f r e e ,  and every citizen bears h i s  part  i n  the support o f  them. But when you 
t u r n  t o  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  Seventh-day Advent i s t  church you f i n d  t h a t  they a r e  
fo l l owing  t h e  same method o f  suppor t i ng  C h r i s t i a n  t e a c h e r s  t h a t  t h e  popular  
churches  fo l low i n  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r s .  Is i t  n o t  t ime t h a t  we 
awoke t o  ou r  du ty  and pa id  o u r  f irst  t i t h e ,  and ou r  second t i t h e ,  and gave 
ou r  o f f e r i n g s ,  which, w e  are t o l d ,  w i l l  i n  a l l  amount t o  about  one t h i r d  of 
our income, s o  t h a t  God's work w i l l  no t  l angu i sh ,  and t h a t  a l l  o f  H i s  
laborers  may have s u f f i c i e n t  t o  enab le  them t o  c a r r y  forward t h e  work i n  a 
s t r o n g  way?" 

"H. W. C o t t r e l l :  . . . 1 b e l i e v e  i n  f r e e  educa t ion ,  and i n  a f r e e  Gospel. But 
a  f r e e  Gospel c o s t s  u s  a l l  we have. We speak  of  t h e  p u p l i c  s c h o o l s  as be ing  
f r e e .  They a r e  f r e e ,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  but  we pay f o r  them i n  t a x e s  j u s t  t h e  same. 
We must remember, however, t h a t  we can  n o t  t a x  ou r  People i n  t h e  same way t h e  
s t a t e  t a x e s  t h e  people f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  schools .  

"Now, i s  i t  n o t  t r u e  t h a t  our  s choo l s ,  as a  r u l e ,  a r e  suppor ted  l a r g e l y  by 
t u i t i o n ?  I n  a test imony a  few y e a r s  ago, t h e  s t a t emen t  was made t h a t  t h e  
t u i t i o n  i n  our  s choo l s  was t o o  low, and t h a t  is  should be r a i s e d ;  and f u r t h e r ,  
t h a t  i f  t h e  expenses could n o t  be met, t h e  school  should be c losed .  See 
Test imonies,  V o 1 .  V I ,  pages 210-211. 

"The i d e a  has  been expressed  t h a t  i t  might be w e l l  t o  have t h e  second t i t h e  
app rop r i a t ed  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  our church school  work. It may be w e l l  



enough t o  have a second t i t h e ,  though I am no t  s u r e  t h a t  we have reached t h e  
time when we should  t a k e  t h i s  s t e p .  

"1 w i l l  c l o s e  by s imply r e p e a t i n g  what I s a i d  i n  t h e  beginning,  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  
i n  i n d i v i d u a l  suppor t  f i r s t  of a l l ,  then  church suppor t ,  and, where necessary ,  
a l l  come t o  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  church school .  " 
"C. W. F l a i z :  . . . I have been connected more o r  l e s s  w i th  t h e  church school  
work f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  and have had t h i s  q u e s t i o n  of suppor t  t o  meet a lmost  
c o n s t a n t l y .  It i s  no t  a new q u e s t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

"It does  no t  seem t o  me t o  be a t  a l l  f e a s i b l e  under e x i s t i n g  c i r c u m t a n c e s  t o  
a t t empt  t o  suppor t  our  church s c h o o l s  from t h e  t i t h e ,  e i t h e r  f i r s t  o r  second. 
We have done e v e r y t h i n g  we cou ld  t o  raise t h e  t i t h e  as h igh  as p o s s i b l e ,  and 
y e t  i t  i s  on ly  about  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c a r r y  on ou r  work a s  i t  now e x i s t s .  Before  
many a d d i t i o n a l  l a b o r e r s  could  be suppor ted  from i t ,  i t  would need t o  be 
i n c r e a s e d  v e r y  l a r g e l y .  I have no t  s u f f i c i e n t  l i g h t  on  t h e  s u b j e c t  t o  p l ace  
t h e  m a t t e r  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  second t i t h e .  

Weginning  wi th  t h c  larger schoo l s ,  our  t r a i n i n g  schoo l s ,  w e  fi11J LhaL they are 
suppor ted  by t u i t i o n ,  o r  i f  t h i s  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t h a t  a p p e a l s  a r e  made f o r  h e l p  
t o  t h e  e n t i r e  denomination o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  which t h e  school  i s  l o c a t e d .  The 
i n t e r m e d i a t e  s c h o o l s  are supported i n  the same way. But when we come t o  t h e  
church schoo l  we f i n d  t h a t  THEY HAVE BEEN MAINTAINED BY DIFFERENT METHODS, 
SOME BY TUITION, SOME BY DONATIONS, OTHERS BY THE SECOND TITHE, AND A G A I N  OTHERS 
FROM THE FIRST TITHE, AND STILL OTHERS HAVE BY A COMBINATION OF THESE VARIOUS 
METHODS [emphasis supp l i ed ] .  " 
Ear ly  Use o f  6 T  215 t o  J u s t i f y  Paying Church School Teachers  From T i the :  
"William Covert . . . I b e l l e v e  t h e  B l b l e  t e a c h e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  r e s t i n g  
upon a l l  t h e  membership w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  work we should  do, and I am q u i t e  
s u r e  t h e  Tes t imonies  t e a c h  t h e  same. I would n o t  a d v i s e  t h a t  a conference  
take the whole r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  church ochool  work, e i t h e r  i n  t h e  suppor t  
o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and management o f  it. It t h i n k  i t  should be a coope ra t ive  
work. The conference  should  h e l p  t h e  churches,  s o  t h a t  t h e  churches ,  be ing  
p rope r ly  t augh t  i n  r ega rd  t o  t h e  m a t t e r ,  w i l l  p rovide  t h e  means to  carry o n  the 
work wi th  t h e  h e l p  t h a t  t h e  conference  may g i v e  them. . . . What I about  t o  
r e a d  does n o t  have r e f e r e n c e  d i r e c t l y  t o  church schoo l s ,  bu t  i t  i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  
r ega rd ing  conferences  h e l p i n g  i n  o u r  s choo l  work. On page 215 c f  ' T e s t i m o n i e s l l  
Vo1. VI ,  I read:  

"'Our conferences  l ook  t o  t h e  s c h o o l s  f o r  educa ted  and we l l - t r a ined  l a b o r e r s ,  
and they ohould g i v e  t he  s c h o o l s  a most h e a r t y  and i n t e l l i g e n t  support. Light 
has  been p l a i n l y  g iven  t h a t  t hose  who m i n i s t e r  i n  o u r  s choo l s ,  t e ach ing  t h e  
word of  God, e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  e d u c a t i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  
t h i n g s  of God, should be suppor ted  by the tithe money. This  i n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  
given  l o n g  ago, and more r e c e n t l y  i t  has  been r epea t ed  a g a i n  and aga in . '  See 
a l s o  pages 134-35. 

"1 do no t  say  t h i s  was w r i t t e n  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  church s c h o o l s  e s p e c i a l l y ,  
bu t  i t  c o n t a i n s  a  p r i n c i p l e  which I t h i n k  may apply  t o  t h e  work done i n  a l l  ou r  
schools .  I t h i n k  i t  would no t  be c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  word o f  God nor t o  t h e  
Teutimonles If w e  should u se  some of t h e  t i t h e  money I n  t h e  suppor t  o f  t e a c h e r s  
e i t h e r  i n  t h e  church s c h o o l s  o r  i n  any o t h e r  grade  of  school .  Had I t i m e  t o  



t ake  up t h e  s u b j e c t  of B i b l e  f i n a n c e  and develop i t  f u l l y ,  I am q u i t e  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  I could make i t  very  p l a i n  t h a t  every  l a b o r e r  t h a t  was acknowledged as 
such  i n  t he  d i s p e n s a t i o n  between t h e  days o f  Moses and t h e  coming o f  C h r i s t ,  
was suppor ted  from t h e  same g e n e r a l  fund. I have not  t ime,  o f  course ,  t o  t ake  
up t h a t  l i n e  of  thought ,  but  I am c e r t a i n  i f  we a r e  t o  depend upon t h e  B i b l e  f o r  
ev idence  i n  r ega rd  t o  t h e  use  we are t o  make o f  t h e  funds  t h a t  we cannot  be 
p a r t i a l  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  Gospel workers. 

[The l a t e r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  C o v e r t f s  t h i n k i n g  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  as we l l  a s  h i s  later 
unders tanding  o f  t h e  meaning o f  t he  E l l e n  White s t a t emen t  t h a t  he quo te s ,  
seems s i g n i f i c a n t .  See Covert l e t t e r  da t ed  Oct. 18,  1904.1 

"W. W. P r e s c o t t :  Th i s  i s  n o t  a new q u e s t i o n  j u s t  opened up t o  ou r  minds f o r  t h e  
first time. The e n t i r e  s u b j e c t  ha s  been t a l k e d  about  more o r  l e s s  f o r  some 
t i m e .  . . . When we b r i n g  it down t o  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  i t  i s  t h i s :  
t h a t  t h e  burden o f  church schoo l  work, both a s  t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and f i n a n c i a l  
suppor t ,  should r e s t  p r i m a r i l y  w i th  t h e  church where t h e  school  is l o c a t e d ,  
bu t  t h a t  t h e  conference  committee, o r  persons  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  conference ,  some 
one r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  conference ,  should  have a c a r e  f o r  t h i s  work, bo th  i n  t h e  
ques t ion  or organizat ion  and support; and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Lhis convent lon  would 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a g r e e  t h a t  under a l l  t h e  c i rcumstances  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  we could  
recommend fo r  p r a c t i c a l  guidance i n  t h i s  matter u n t i l  we r e c e i v e  f u r t h e r  and 
b e t t e r  l i g h t  would be t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  both i n  the matter of 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  and f i n a n c i a l  suppor t ,  should  rest wi th  t h e  l o c a l  church,  bu t  t h a t  
t h e  conference ,  r ep re sen ted  i n  i t s  p rope r ly  c o n s t i t u t e d  a u t h o r i t y ,  ought t o  
t a k e  g e n e r a l  o v e r s i g h t  o f  t h e  work, and be l e f t  f r e e  i n  p rov id ing  money 
necessary ,  as they may de termine ,  f o r  t h e  r ende r ing  of  such  f i n a n c i a l  h e l p  as 
may be necessary  i n  t h e  c a s e s  o f  weaker schools .  "--"Convention o f  t h e  
Department o f  Educat ion o f  t h e  Genera l  Conference o f  Seventh-day A d v e n t i s t s  
Held a t  College V i e w ,  Nebraska, June 12-21, 1903, pp. 5 5 ,  60-1, 69-70, 115-16, 
118-19, 126-28. 

WRESTLING WITH THE QUESTION OF TITHE SURPLUS--FOCUSING WAY FROM LOCALIZED 
NEEDS: "Some may s e e  no need f o r  an  i nc reased  t i t h e  i n  conferences  
t h a t  are ou t  of  d e b t ,  and enough coming i n  w i t h  which t o  s e t t l e  w i th  
t h e  l a b o r e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I n  t h e  p a s t  t h i s  h a s  been the s tandard  
be fo re  Conference o f f i c e r s .  I n  f a c t ,  many, i f  n o t  a l l ,  o f  t h e  
conferences  were s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  deb t ,  and those  ou t  o f  d e b t  were something 
o f  an except ion .  It i s  only  u n t i l  j u s t  r e c e n t l y  t h a t  t h e  thought  has  dawned 
upon u s  t h a t  It was botn l e g i t i m a t e  and proper  t h a t  t h e  workers  i n  f o r e i g n  
f i e l d s  should  be s u s t a i n e d  from a  p o r t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t ,  o f  t h e  home t i t h e .  . . . 
"Should a l l  who know t h e  truth  return t o  Qod His ow11 i l l  t i t h e s  and o f f e r i n g s ,  
H i s  t r u t h  would no t  s u f f e r  i n  any land.  From t h e  s u r p l u s  [ n o t ]  needed a t  
home, workers  could be s u s t a i n e d  i n  d i s t a n t  f i e l d s  u n t i l  t hey  should become 
s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g ,  and i n  t u r n  h e l p  c a r r y  t h e  work t o  r e g i o n s  beyond. 

"The e a r n e s t  a p p e a l s  from abroad  should be a c a l l  t o  every  b e l i e v e r  t o  b r i n g  a l l  
t h e  t i t h e s  i n t o  t h e  s torehouse .  . . . 
"Our Conference from t h e  t i t h e  i s  suppor t i ng  two l a b o r e r s  o u t s i d e  our  borders-- 
Bro the r  Connerly, i n  Po r to  Rico, and a  t e a c h e r  a t  South Lancas t e r  Academy. 
Perhaps o t h e r s  might be s u s t a l n e d  I n  some needy f i e l d  from t h e  funds  r a i s e d  



h e r e ,  should a l l  respond wi th  t h e i r  t i thes."--T. E. Bowen, "Why Should There 
Be an Inc reased  T i the ,  New York I n d i c a t o r ,  J u l y  15, 1903. 

ELLEN WHITE AUTHORITY CONCERNING TITHE ISSUES: "The way i s  open f o r  E lde r  
Haskel l  t o  go t o  Nashv i l l e ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  he should  go. E lde r  B u t l e r  
p l eads  f o r  t h i s  s t rong ly .  

"It was an o f f e n c e  a g a i n s t  God f o r  Elder  H a s k e l l ' s  wages t o  be c u t  down. 
To do t h i s  showed g r e a t  l a c k  o f  discernment .  I am i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  i n  such  
cases t h e  wages should be made up f r o m  the t i t h e .  Care should be taken t o  see 
t h a t  t h e  men who have worn o u t  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  God's cause  s h a l l  n o t  be 
neglec ted .  The l a c k  o f  t h e  p a s t  should  be suppl ied .  Our co lo red  m i n i s t e r s  
should  no t  be g iven  s o  meager a s a l a r y  t h a t  they a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  suppor t  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s .  I put  t h e s e  on t h e  l ist  of  those  who should  r e c e i v e  a t t e n t i o n .  
And I p u t  o n  t h e  l i s t  a l s o ,  t h e  widows whose husbands have d i e d  i n  t h e  
s e r v i c e  o f  God, l e a v i n g  t h e i r  wives  and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  needy 
c i rcumstances .  For t h i s  I have a 'Thus s a i t h  t h e  Lord.'"--Ellen White t o  
Bre th ren  D a n i e l l s  and P r e s c o t t ,  J u l y  30, 1903, D161-03. 

DEBATE AT YEARLY NEW YORK CONFERENCE S E S S I O N  ON P A Y I N G  CHURCH SCHOOL 
TEACHERS FROM TITHE: "The committee on medica l  miss ionary ,  church-school and 
canvass ing  work p re sen ted  a f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  as follows:-- 

"Whereas, God has  spoken concern ing  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of our  p rov id ing  f o r  t h e  
educa t ion  of our  youth,  and,-- 

"Whereas, A t  Mine t to  t n e  church-schoo1 work ha8 Peen blessed t o  t h a t  e x t e n t  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a genuine i n t e r e s t  i n  our  s choo l  work among those  n o t  o f  o u r  
f a i t h ,  mani fes ted  by t h e i r  sending  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  -- 
We Recommend, That s t e p s  be  t aken  t o  provide  f o r  t h i s  church-school an 
a d d i t i o n a l  t e a c h e r  f o r  a  grade  o r  g rades ,  h i g h e r  than u s u a l l y  t augh t  i n  t h e  
church-schools ,  and t h a t  t h i s  t e a c h e r  be pa id  from t h e  Conference funds  
[i.e., t i t h e ]  as f a r  as necessary .  . . . 
nThe recommendation concern ing  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  h ighe r  grade  t e a c h e r  a t  
Minet to  was t aken  up f o r  cons ide ra t i on .  Dr. A. R. S a t t e r l e e ,  T. G. S c o t t ,  H. 
W. Carr, Miss B e s s i e  Jackson and E lde r  H. W. C o t t r e l l  spoke t o  t h e  
recommendation. The recommendation was amended t o  r e a d  'and t h a t  t h i s  
teacher be p a i d  from t h e  Conferecce o f f e r i n g s  as far as necessary . '  The Word 
' o f f e r i n g s 1  t a k i n g  the p l a c e  of  t h e  word ' funds.  ' With t h i s  amendment t h e  
recommendation was passed. . . . 
"7. Resolved, That w e  con t inue  t h e  p r e s e n t  arrangement  i n  t h e  suppor t  o f  
a t e a c h e r  a t  t h e  South Lancas t e r  Academy f o r  t h e  coming yea r  [from t i t h e  
funds]."--New York Conference Proceedings,  Sept .  18, 1903 i n  New York 
I n d i c a t o r ,  Sept .  30, 1903. 

NEW YORK CONFERENCE AND USE O F  TITHE FUNDS:  W e  a r e  paying a t e a c h e r  a t  t h e  
South Lancas t a r  Acadeqy arld suppurt lng  Bro the r  and S i s t e r  connerly I n  Po r t0  
Rico, one nurse and two d o c t o r s  a t  t h e  Buffalo San i t a r ium bes ides  c a r r y i n g  
t h e  h e l p  i n  t h e  S t a t e ,  s o  i t  keeps u s  h u s t l i n g  y e t  something i s  being 
accomplished. . . . The Conference has adopted t h e  pol icy  . . . of paying 
eve ry th ing  ou t  o f  t h e  t i t h e  fund,  t h e  T r a c t  S o c i e t y  workers  and all."--S. H. 



Lane [ P r e s i d e n t  of  New York Conference] t o  Clarence Santee  and H. C. Thurston,  
Oct. 9 ,  1903. RG NA AT NY 11, Outgoing Let te rbook,  pp. 209-10. 

S. H. LANE AND TITHE SUPPORT FOR CHURCH-SCHOOL TEACHERS: "With r e f e r e n c e  t o  
u s i n g  t h e  t i t h e ,  I do n o t  t h i n k  t h e  Lord e v e r  i n t ended  t h e  t i t h e  f o r  t h e  
church schoo l  work. The t i t h e  is  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  gospe l  m i n i s t r y .  
I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  r e q u i r e s  not  only t i t h e s  but  o f f e r i n g s  and i f  o u r  
people would a l l  pay o f f e r i n g s  as they  should,  a l l  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h e  s choo l  
and o t h e r  good works would be amply provided f o r .  I do n o t  t h i n k  we s h a l l  
eve r  p rospe r  f u l l y  u n t i l  w e  come nearer to the standard of the t1the.n--S. H. 
Lane t o  Mrs. J. U. C o t t r e l l ,  Nov. 20, 1903. RG NA AT NY 11,  Outgoing 
Let te rbook,  p. 229. 

GENERAL CONFERENCE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE SUPPORTED BY TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
I N  1903: "You r e f e r  t o  some arrangement f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  work. Why 
should no t  t h e  Re l ig ious  L i b e r t y  Department [ t h a t  D a n i e l l s  was p lanning  t o  
move t o  t h e  GC o f f i c e ]  be suppor ted  i n  i ts a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  j u s t  as t h e  
educa t iona l ,  Sabbath-school,  and Miss ions  Departments a r e ?  Namely, from 
t h e  r e g u l a r  income o f  t h e  Genera l  Conference. The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
General  Conference, i n c l u d i n g  a l l  i t s  departments ,  is suppor ted  by t h e  t i t h e s  
and o f f e r i n g s  rece ived .  Why should  no t  t h e  Re l ig ious  L i b e r t y  Department draw 
i ts  suppor t  from t h e  same source?  Why should n o t  t h e  General  Conference provide  
t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  t h i s  department  t h e  same a s  i t  does f o r  t h e  Miss ions  
Department? We pay t h e  s a l a r y  and t h e  o f f i c e  r e n t ,  t h e  t r a v e l i n g  expenses  
and t h e  s t a t i o n e r y  b i l l s ,  o f  a l l  departments .  O f  course  the  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  
committees of  t h e  v a r i o u s  depar tments  c o n s u l t  w i th  t h e  General  Conference 
comrnlttee r e g a r a i n g  t h e i r  p l ans ,  expenses,  e t c .  "--A. ti. D a n i e l l s  t o  A l l en  
Moon, Dec. 4 ,  1903. RG 11 ,  Bk. 32, pp. 507-09. 

11. 1904--THE ISSUES INTENSIFY 

CONTINUED DIVERSIFICATION OF TITHE USE--OBSERVATIONS OF PRESIDENT OF NORTH 
M I C H I G A N  CONFERENCE TO A, G. DANIELLS: "There i s  a s t u d i e d  e f f o r t  on  t h e  
p a r t  of some t o  t u r n  t h e  t i t h e s  from t h e  r e g u l a r  channel  and use  them i n  
ways t h a t  a r e  no t  r i g h t ,  bu t  I am conf iden t  t h a t  r i g h t  w i l l  p r e v a i l ,  and 
t h e  o l a  t r u t h s  t h a t  were sought  o u t  by t h e  f a t h e r s  o f  t h i s  denominat ion 
and c l i nched  by t h e  S p i r i t  o f  Prophecy w i l l  p r e v a i l .  "--S. E. Wight t o  A. G. 
D a n i e l l s ,  Feb. 9 ,  1904. RG 11 ,  1904--Wight, S. E. 

L. R. CONRAD1 HEARS OF U.S. TENDENCY TO PAY CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS AND 
CANVASSERS FROM TITHE: "A word about  t h e  cash  pol icy :  I was a l i t t l e  
concerned about  m a t t e r s  f o r  l e t t e r  a f t e r  l e t t e r  came from America t e l l i n g  u s  
o f  t h e  s t r a i g h t e n e d  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  of your t r e a s u r y ;  and a t  t h e  same time 
I rece ived  l e t t e r s  from o t h e r s  t e l l i n g  me of t h e  way i n  which i n s t i t u t i o n s  were 
m u l t i p l y i n g  ove r  t h e r e ,  and t h a t  ou r  people could  no t  be g o t t e n  t o  g i v e  t o  
miss ionary  o b j e c t s  because of  t h e  demands made upon them i n  t h e  home land .  . . . 
A few y e a r s  ago we made q u i t e  a move i n  America t o  s e c u r e  a second t i t h e  from 
t h e  conferences  t h a t  are b e t t e r  s i t u a t e d ,  and I had hoped t h a t  t h i s  would become 
a real permanent a l f a i r .  It Is n o t  my I d e a l  m a t  any conr'erence can,  a t  
p l ea su re ,  withdraw from such a n  arrangement ,  when i t  t h i n k s  i t s e l f  a l i t t l e  
pressed  f o r  means t o  use i n  l o c a l  work. This  p lan  i t  seems t o  me ought  t o  
become an e s t a b l i s h e d  r u l e  among us, t o  h e l p  f u r n i s h  a permanent income f o r  
miss ions .  Le t  a l l  t h e  s t r o n g  conferences  l e a r n  t o  c a r r y  a l l  t h e i r  l o c a l  work 



with e i g h t  t e n t h s  of t h e i r  t i t h e .  I f e a r  t h a t  i f  the re  i s  any depar t ing from 
t h i s  p r i n c i p l e ,  i t  denotes a backsl id ing i n  missionary i n t e r e s t  and 
enthusiasm. We have now f i v e  conferences i n  Germany. Our work is  young. We 
have 66 m i l l i o n s  of people t o  ca re  f o r ,  and the  t i t h e  i n  t h e  whole empire i s  
probably not  more than $28,000 a year.  
second t i t h e  a s  a f i x e d  policy.  . . . 
conferences, and t h e i r  small  membershi 
income of your conferences over the re ,  
t i t h e ,  and small  population! . . . 
"P.S. Am I a l s o  r i g h t l y  informed t h a t  
tendency t o  pay church-school t eachers  
L. R. Conradi t o  A. G. Danie l ls ,  Feb. 

Yet every conference now pays a 
Yet j u s t  compare t h e  income of these  
, and t h e i r  l a r g e  population with the  
with t h e i r  l a r g e  membership, s t r o n g  

i n  some S t a t e s  t h e r e  is  a growing 
and canvassing agents  from the  t i the?"--  
2,  1904. RG 11,  1904--Conradi, L, R. 

LABORERS I N  BUFFALO SANITARIUM I N  NEW YORK STATE PAID FROM TITHE: "Reader, a r e  
you paying an honest t i t h e  i n t o  the  cause? . . . The New York Conference needs 
the  t i t h e s  of t h i s  S t a t e  t o  c a r r y  on i t s  work. We a r e  paying the  wages of the 
missionary i n  Por to  Rico, and the  wages of t h r e e  connected with the Buffa lo  
Sanitarium and a l s o  the wages of  a teacher  i n  the  South Lancaster  Academy, a s  
we l l  a s  a l l  the l a b o r e r s  i n  t h e  S ta te .  "-4. H. Lane, "Are We Doing Our Duty?" 
New York Ind ica to r ,  March 30, 1904. 

ELLEN WHITE LOOKS TO OTHER OPTIONS THAN HELPING FINANCE SCHOOLS FROM SECOND 
TITHE: "1 do not see  the  wisdom of the school depending on the second t i t h e  
t o  meet so  much of its expenses. I f e a r  t h a t  if t h e  bre thren r e l y  so  much upon 
t h i s ,  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i l l  a r i s e .  You should l a b o r  p a t i e n t l y  t o  develop those  
l n a u s t r i e s  by which s t u d e n t s  may p a r t l y  work t h e i r  way through school. Let  
each family t r y  t o  pay the expenses of the s tuden t s  t h a t  i t  sends t o  school,"-- 
E l l en  White t o  Brethren Santee and Owen, April 27, 1904. L e t t e r  167,  1904. 

RESOLUTIONS DEALING W I T H  TITHE SURPLUS I N  I O W A  AND O H I O :  "Whereas, The t h i r d  
angel ' s  message has been preached i n  the  Iowa Conference f o r  near ly  h a l f  a 
century,  and has  been a t tended by the  b less ing  of God s o  t h a t  we have a l a r g e  
number of be l i eve rs ,  a l a r g e  annual ti the ,  and a l a r g e  band of workers; and y e t  
we f i n d  t h a t  the  preaching of the  word i n  our home f i e l d  i n  Iowa i s  not a t tended 
with the  reward of s o u l s  a s  i n  the  e a r l y  days of the  message; and, be l i ev ing  
t h a t  our l a b o r e r s  of today a r e  no l e s s  f a i t h f u l ,  devoted, and ea rnes t  than those 
of former times, we, the re ,  conclude t h a t  the  f a i l u r e  t o  ga the r  f r u i t  is  not a 
r e s u l t  of a l a c k  of honest e f f o r t ,  but r a t h e r  t o  the preaching of the gospel  of 
the  kingdom i n  a f i e l d  i n  which the r e a l  MacedonIan cry ro r  he lp  does not  e x i s t  
a t  t h i s  time. Therefore, be it,-- 

"Resolved, ( 1 )  That we i n s t r u c t  our conference committee t o  place a t  t h e  
d isposal  of the General Conference Committee one-half of our l a b o r e r s  and 
one-half of our t i t h e  t o  the  f i l l i n g  of c a l l s  i n  d e s t i t u t e  and needy f i e l d s ;  
( 2 )  t h a t  i t  be the  policy of our conferences i n  the  f u t u r e  t o  use the f o r c e s  
and resources  of  the  S t a t e  of Iowa a s  a r e c r u i t i n g  and t r a i n i n g  ground f o r  
needy f i e l d s  t h a t  a r e  c a l l i n g  f o r  help,  be l i ev ing  t h a t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  when 
the  t i d e  of b a t t l e  s h a l l  tu rn  again  t o  t h i s  country i n  t h e  g r e a t  c los ing  
conflict of the  ages,  many s t rong,  experlenced workers w i l l  be furnished us  
from o the r  lands  i n  response t o  our cry f o r  he lp  then o f f e r e d  [ s i c ] . "  

nAcknowledging the prosper ing  hand o f  Cod upon our conference  work and wur-kers 
i n  the  pas t ,  and recognizing H i s  s p e c i a l  b less ing  upon our miss ionar ies  s e n t  



l a s t  y e a r  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  China, a s  t h e  beckoning hand o f  God t o  move 
forward, we 

"Recommend, 1st Tnat one-half  of  our  workers ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  one-half  of ou r  
conference  t i t h e  be h e l d  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  General  Conference f o r  u se  
i n  a g g r e s s i v e  work i n  t h e  d e s t i t u t e  f i e l d s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  beyond. 

"2d, That t h i s  p l an  of  s h a r i n g  ou r  workers  and means w i th  t h e  more needy 
c o u n t r i e s  o f  e a r t h  be adopted as a permanent p o l i c y  o f  t h e  Ohio Conference 
till t h e  gospe l  work i s  f i n i s h e d .  "--Resolution Passed by t h e  Iowa Conference, 
June 3-12, 1904 and by Ohio Conference, Aug. 11-22, 1904. RG 11, Documents, 
Minutes, 1901-50. 

PRESIDENT OF PACIFIC U N I O N  INFORMS W. C. WHITE OF DISCUSSIONS WITHIM THAT 
U N I O N  CONCERNING PAYING CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS AND CANVASSERS FROM TITHE: 
"1 have j u s t  r e t u r n e d  t o  Oakland from a t t e n d i n g  t h e  camp meetings i n  t h e  
Western Washington and Western Oregon conferences.  . . . Some m a t t e r s  have, 
however, brought  i n  somewhat of  a f e e l i n g  of  d i v i s i o n  o f  op in ion  a l t hough  I 
could n o t  d i s c e r n  t h a t  t h e r e  was any a l i e n a t i o n  of  h e a r t  though they d i f f e r e d  
i n  judgment. . . . One q u e s t i o n  t h a t  caused q u i t e  an  amount of  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  
t h e  Oregon and Washington conferences  was how t h e  church school  t e a c h e r s  should  
be supported.  A good many f a v o r  paying them from t h e  f i r s t  t i t h e  but  of  course  
w e  could s e e  t h e  danger  i n  t h i s  s t ep .  Both conferences  by a c t i o n  recommended t o  
t h e  b re th ren  t h e  paying of a second t i t h e .  . . . 
"In  Western Washington, a l s o ,  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a sen t iment  t o  p u t  t h e  canvasse r s  
o n  t h e  oonfe renoe  pay r o l l ,  t u r n i n g  t h e i r  p roceeds  t o  t h e  confe rence .  The 
g e n e r a l  canvass ing  agen t  of  t h e  Northern f i e l d  advoca t ing  t h i s  plan. We t r i e d  
t o  show him t h e  danger  o f  t h i s  cou r se  and I t h i n k  he c l e a r l y  saw the  mistake. 

"There is  one ma t t e r ,  E lder  D a n i e l l s ,  t h a t  I d e s i r e  t o  mention, t h a t  I s e e  
c r eep ing  i n  among t h e  people and a l s o  among t h e  m i n i s t r y  on  t h e  coas t .  It i s  
a s p l r l t  t o  c a s t  r e r l e c t i o n  and d i s r e g a r d  upon t h e  g i f t  t h a t  t h e  Lord has  
placed among u s  t h e s e  many yea r s .  I r e f e r  t o  t he  g i f t  o f  S i s t e r  White. There 
i s  a d i s p o s i t i o n  among t h e  m i n i s t r y  t o  t ake  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  s h e  i s  now 
g e t t i n g  o l d  and i s  e a o i l y  i n f l u e n c e d  and t h a t  t h e  t e a t i m o n i e s  can t lardly now be 
fol lowed.  The matter was up i n  t h e  m i n i s t e r s '  meet ing upon t h e  camp ground b u t  
I t h i n k  those  who a r e  doing t h e  work were no t  present .  We had a good t a l k  a l o n g  
t h i s  l i n e  and I t r i e d  t o  p o i n t  ou t  t h e  b e s t  I could  t o  t h e  b r e t h r e n  t h e  danger  
of  t a k i n g  such  p o s i t i o n s .  I understand t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  men on t h e  pay r o l l  o f  
t h e  conference  who a r e  throwing ou t  i n s i n u a t i o n s  among t h e  people on t h i s  
p o i n t  t h a t  a r e  undermining conf idence  of t h e  pe~p le .~ - -W.  B. White t o  A. G. 
D a n i e l l s ,  June 8 ,  1904. RG 11,  1904--White, W. B. 

SOUTH DAKOTA PAYS ALL ACADEMY WORKERS FROM TITHE: "I found i n  South Dakota, a s  
i n  Iowa, s o  many l o c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and e n t e r p r i s e s  s p r i n g i n g  up t h a t  they  f e l t  
t h a t  they could  n o t  do a g r e a t  amount beyond t h e i r  own borders .  They have t h e i r  
school ,  and t h a t  is  a kind of  wh i t e  e l ephan t  on t h e i r  hands. They have pa id  
a l l  t h e i r  t e ach ing  f o r c e ,  and, i n  f a c t ,  a l l  t h e i r  l a b o r e r s  connected with t h e  
school ,  o u t  o f  t h e  t i t h e  e v e r  s i n c e  i t  s t a r t e d .  They have taken  t h e  income o f  
t h e  school  t o  e r e c t  bu i ld ings ,  so r e a l l y ,  as a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  they have s p e n t  
hundreds o f  d o l l a r s  o f  t i t h e  money i n  b u i l d i n g  ope ra t ions .  Bro. Underwood and 
I p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  t h i n g  a s  v igo rous ly  a s  w e  knew how, and t o l d  them i f  



t h e i r  s choo l  could  no t  pay i t s  own running  expenses  a f t e r  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  were  
up, t hen  they  ought t o  change t h e i r  whole management o r  else s h u t  up t h e  
school  and q u i t .  Sometimes, Bro. D a n i e l l s ,  I s e r i o u s l y  q u e s t i o n  t h e  
a d v i s a b i l i t y  of s t a r t i n g  t h e s e  s t a t e  s choo l s  where they are l o c a t e d  a lmost  i n  
t h e  shadow o f  Union College.  I b e l i e v e  if we could make our  church s c h o o l s  
more what they ought t o  be, and l e a v e  t h e  s t a t e  s c h o o l s  o u t  and send t h e  
p u p i l s  t o  o u r  l a r g e r  s c h o o l s  i t  would save  a  l a r g e  amount o f  money and 
p e r p l e x i t y  i n  runn ing  these  l o c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  It seems t o  me as though by 
m u l t i p l y i n g  them we a r e  t y i n g  up o u r  money and t y i n g  o u r  hands s o  we have 
l i t t l e  l e f t  t o  send the t r u t h  to t h e  r e g i o n s  beyond. 

"Well,  I d i d  no t  f i n d  any s p e c i a l  s p i r i t  i n  S. Dakota t o  do a s  Iowa d i d  i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  i t s  t i t h e  and l a b o r e r s ,  and s o  d i d  n o t  p r e s s  t h e  matter. I 
f o r g o t  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  they  had 3,500 d o l l a r s  s u r p l u s  i n  t h e i r  t r e a s u r y  t h r e e  
y e a r s  ago. They gave 1,500 d o l l a r s  t o  N. Dakota as i t s  s h a r e  when t h e  
conference  was organized  he re ,  and t h i s  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e i r  a u d i t  they found 
t h e i r  s u r p l u s  a l l  gone and they  were 600 d o l l a r s  behind. I sugges ted  t o  them 
t h a t  i t  looked as though they  needed t o  do some miss ionary  work beyond t h e i r  
own borders .  I have wished a good many t imes  s i n c e  my r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  count ry  
t h a t  we could t ake  ou r  conference  p r e s i d e n t s  and i n f l u e n t i a l  l a b o r e r s  and 
bundle them a l l  up and put  them i n t o  some f o r e i g n  f i e l d  f o r  a few y e a r s ,  and 
then  l e t  them r e t u r n .  I f e e l  s u r e  i t  would broaden t h e  scope  o f  t h e i r  v i s i o n  
a good dea l .  "--E. W. Farnsworth t o  A. G. D a n i e l l s ,  June 22 ,  1904. RG 11,  
1 904--Farnswor t h ,  E. W. 

A. G. DANIELLS' OVERSEAS FOCUS: "The f a c t  i s  o u r  work i s  making far g r e a t e r  
headway a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time o u t s i d e  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  t han  i t  is  here .  . . . 
Gradual ly  ou r  conferences  a r e  g e t t i n g  toward t h e  p o i n t  of  s h a r i n g  one-half  o f  
t h e i r  annual  t i t h e s  w i t h  t h e  mi s s ion  f i e l d s .  It t a k e s  time t o  make such  a 
g r e a t  r e v o l u t i o n  a s  t h i s ;  bu t  i t  i s  working, and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  day is  
n o t  f a r  away when every  Conference t h a t  can c o n s i s t e n t l y  do s o  w i l l  be 
devo t ing  a t  l e a s t  f i f t y  pe r  c e n t  of  i ts y e a r l y  t i t h e s  t o  mi s s ion  f i e l d s .  The 
t i t h e s  of the  American churches  for t h e  y e a r  1903 were abou t  f i v e  hundred and 
f o r t y  thousand d o l l a r s .  I f  we could  g e t  one hundred and f i f t y  thousand 
d o l l a r s  of t h i s  amount set a p a r t  each  y e a r  f o r  mi s s ion  f i e l d s ,  t h a t  would 
h e l p  u s  very  much i n  developing  ou r  work where t h e  doors  a r e  opened, and 
from which c a l l s  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  coming."--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  L. R. Conradi,  
June 24,  1904. RG 11 ,  Bk. 34, p. 196. 

DANIELLS INFORMS MRS. WHITE OF MI53ION NEEDS; "The urgent c a l l s  t h a t  come 
t o  u s  from a l l  those  d e s t i t u t e  f i e l d s  a r e  most hear t - touching .  Hundreds of 
doo r s  s t and  wide open f o r  u s  t o  e n t e r .  The S p i r i t  o f  God is  g i v i n g  the  people 
an  i n q u i r i n g  mind and g r e a t  r e a d i n e s s  t o  embrace t h e  t r u t h .  The p r o g r e s s  of 
our  cause  d u r i n g  t h e  las t  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  has  been f a r  g r e a t e r  i n  t h o s e  
da rk ,  d e s t i t u t e ,  and appa ren t ly  f o r b i d d i n g  l a n d s  t h a n  i n  what seems t o  be 
more promising coun t r i e s .  We could u se  t e n  thousand d o l l a r s  where we a r e  
now u s i n g  one thousand t o  good advantage i f  w e  could  only  g e t  ho ld  o f  t h e  
money. I am perplexed beyond a l l  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  know what t o  do. We have 
i n c r e a s e d  o u r  o f f e r i n g s  t o  mi s s ions  almost  double  what they  were t h r e e  y e a r s  
ago,  and a t  a  r a t e  tw ice  as g r e a t  as t h e  i n c r e a s e  of  o u r  membership, and y e t  
we can no t  begin  t o  answer t h e  c a l l s  t h a t  are p re s sed  upon u s  every  month of 
t h e  year .  The burden i s  becoming pa in fu l .  We have t r i e d  hard t o  p l a c e  i t  w i t h  
all its weight  upon t h e  h e a r t s  of t h e  whole denomination, and have met w i t h  
some degree  of s u c c e s s ;  bu t  t h e  demands seems t o  i n c r e a s e  much f a s t e r  t han  



we a r e  a b l e  t o  meet them. Well,  I am g lad  ou r  work i s  not  narrowing t o  a 
funnel poin t .  I am g l a d  i t  i s  n o t  dying out .  And I s i n c e r e l y  pray t h a t  t h e  
Lord w i l l  t e ach  u s  how t o  arise and meet t h e  g r e a t  demands t h a t  a r e  made upon 
us."--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  E. G. White, June 24,  1904. RG 1 1 ,  Bk. 34,  p. 189. 

E. W. FAANWORTH AND FOCUS ON OVERSEAS MISSION WORK: nSomehow t h e s e  l o c a l  
e n t e r p r i s e s  seems t o  consume t h e  a t t e n t i o n  and energy o f  most o f  t h e s e  
conferences ,  and I cannot  h e l p  t h i n k i n g  i t  i s  a p l an  o f  t h e  e v i l  one s o  t o  
abso rb  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  ou r  people  t h a t  t hey  w i l l  no t  t a k e  i n  t h e  scope and 
importance of ou r  work a t  large. I f i n d  r e a l l y ,  B r o .  D a n i e l l s ,  t h a t  tho  
people are ahead o f  ou r  l e a d e r s  i n  f o r e i g n  mi s s ion  work. If we could  f i n d  men 
who would t a k e  t h e  s t a n d  t h a t  Bro. S t a r r  took i n  Iowa, we would have no 
d i f f i c u l t y  wi th  t h e  people. But i t  seems ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  have t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  
of  conferences  t ake  a comprehensive view of  t h e  work. Even t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  o f  
t h e  Union Conferences need t o  broaden t h e i r  minds i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e s e  th ings ."  
--E. W. Farnsworth t o  A. G. D a n i e l l s ,  June  29, 1904. RG 11,  1904--Farnsworth, 
E. W. 

DANIELLS REACTS TO INTENSIVE STUDY OF DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY AND STATISTICS: 
"Brother  Starr, t h e  d i s p l e a s u r e  o f  God is  r e s t i n g  upon t h e  American 
Conferences because we have been s o  s e l f - cen t e red ,  and have wi thhe ld  t h e  
l a b o r e r s  and t h e  means from t h e  g r e a t ,  unworked f i e l d s  t h a t  must have t h i s  
message b e f o r e  t h e  Lord can come. A s  n e a r l y  as I can g e t  hold o f  t h e  f a c t s ,  
about  twenty-f ive y e a r s  ago t h e  Conference o f f i c e r s  began t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  
po l i cy  of  t h e  p ioneers .  . . . Our s t a t i s t i c s  show t h a t  w i th  a ve ry  small 
membership t h e s e  p ionee r s  had gone around t h e  world and were making s p l e n d i d  
progress .  

"But about  twenty-f ive y e a r s  ago t h e  younger men who had been p laced  as 
l e a d e r s  i n  home f i e l d s  began t o  rnagnif'y t h e  importance o f  S t a t e  l i n e s ,  and t o  
c e n t e r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  and t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  conference  boundaries .  

"Many o f  t h e s e  younger men had never  had t h e  expe r i ence  of  b u i l d i n g  up 
something from nothing.  They came i n t o  o f f i c e  w i th  a good cons t i t uency ,  a 
good t i t h e ,  and wi th  a l i b e r a l  supply  of f a c i l i t i e s .  Others  had l abo red ,  and 
they had e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e i r  l a b o r s .  They reaped t h a t  whereon they  had no t  
sown. These men took p r i d e  i n  keeping t h e i r  l i t t l e  Conferences ou t  of d e b t  
and i n  running  t h e i r  l i t t l e  s h i p s  t o  t h e  admi ra t i on  of themselves and t h e i r  
f r i e n d s .  

"But they brought  a sad  change. A s  I have s a i d ,  they  r eve r sed  t h e  po l i cy  o f  t h e  
p ionee r s ;  and f o r  a number o f  y e a r s  we have been making bu t  very  l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  
compared wi th  t h e  tremendous r e s o u r c e s  and l a b o r e r s  and means t h a t  God has  
provided. 

"I b e l i e v e  God has  been d i s p l e a s e d  wi th  t h i s  change, and t h a t  he  i s  c a l l i n g  upon 
u s  t o  r e v e r s e  t h i s  l a t t e r  po l i cy ,  and go back t o  t h e  program o f  t h e  p ioneers .  
For t h r e e  y e a r s  he has  been c a l l i n g  most e a r n e s t l y  t o  our  American b r e t h r e n  
t o  p u t  f o r t h  far g r e a t e r  e f f o r t s  i n  beha l f  of  t h e  needy f i e l d s  t h a t  a r e  
c a l l i n g  80 l oud ly  f o r  help.  

"I am t hank fu l  t h a t  some response  has  been made; bu t ,  r e a l l y ,  Bro ther  S t a r r ,  
on the whole, we have done b u t  l i t t l e .  Of l a t e  I have been giving the real  
f a c t s  i n  t h e  c a s e ,  candid  s tudy ,  and I f e e l  h e a r t  s i c k  when I s e e  how many 



l a b o r e r s  t h e r e  a r e  i n  t h i s  count ry ,  and what enormous sums o f  t i t h e  a r e  
spend each  y e a r  i n  t h e  home Conferences, and how very  sma l l  t h e  [ r e t u r n s ]  
a r e .  The showing i s  t e r r i b l e .  

n A s  s u r e l y  as we l i v e ,  a new o r d e r  of  t h i n g s  must come. I b e l i e v e  Iowa has  
s t r u c k  t h e  key note.  I hope God w i l l  g i v e  you a g r e a t  b i g  h e a r t ,  and a 
otrong nerve t o  aorry t h i o  p o l i c y  through. , . , 
"When we a l l  g o t  back from Europe i n  t h e  summer o f  1902, ou r  h e a r t s  a l l  
burned i n  beha l f  of  t hose  g r e a t ,  promising, bu t  d e s t i t u t e ,  f i e l d s ,  and you 
w i l l  remember t h a t  we made very  e a r n e s t  c a l l s  t o  o u r  Conferences t o  come 
forward and h e l p  ou r  b r e t h r e n  abroad. 

"When I g o t  t o  t h e  Nebraska Conference, I found t h a t  they had a good l a r g e  
s u r p l u s  of  t i t h e  l e f t  after supp ly ing  all t h e i r  b i l l s .  A s  B ro the r  Nelson 
had been abroad wi th  u s ,  and h a s  s een  t h e  d e s t i t u t i o n  o f  t hose  f i e l d s ,  I thought  
t h a t  he would s u r e l y  encourage t h e  Conference t o  make a Large o f f e r i n g  t o  
t h e  f o r e i g n  f i e l d s .  

"You can imagine my d isappoin tment  when he s e n t  one thousand d o l l a r s  from his 
s u r p l u s  o f  seven  thousand. I f e l t  t e r r i b l y  g r i eved  over  t h i s ,  and could  no t  
h e l p  e x p r e s s i n g  i t  t o  some degree  i n  t h e  open conference.  Th i s  touched t h e  
h e a r t s  of t h e  people,  and they immediately a roused ,  and moved t h a t  $2,500 
be app rop r i a t ed  t o  the r i e l a s  abroad. Brother  Nelson d i d  n o t  oppose t h i s ,  but 
I do no t  t h i n k  he was very  w e l l  p l ea sed  w i t h  it. . . . 
"Brother Farnsworth and I a r e  t o  v i s i t  the  l a r g e  camp-meetings i n  the  Lake 
Union Conference, and we are r e so lved  t h a t ,  i f  God w i l l  h e l p  u s ,  we w i l l  
s t r i k e  some heavy blows a l o n g  t h i s  same l i n e  i n  t h i s  Conference. 

They have a l a r g e  membership, and have g r e a t  r e s o u r c e s ,  y e t  they a r e  doing  
almost  no th ing  i n  t h e i r  home f i e l d s .  

"That is  t o  say, t h a t  they a r e  rnaklng s c a r c e l y  any p rog re s s ;  they have but  
a very  few more members today than they  had t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  ago. The i r  
annual  t i t h e  is  nea r ly  one hundred and f i f t y  thousand d o l l a r s .  Thei r  m i n i s t e r s  
t rave l  around i n  a s m a l l  o i r o l e ,  wasting t h e i r  time, and e a t i n g  up the  funds 
of  t h e  Lord ' s  t r ea su ry .  I t e l l  you i t  is  shocking! What can be done t o  a rouse  
t h e s e  men t o  s ense  t h e  awful s i t u a t i o n ?  . . . 
"If our  home conferences  would awaken t o  t h e i r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  they would p l ace  
a t  l e a s t  one hundred f r e s h ,  new men i n  t h e  mi s s ion  f i e l d s  du r ing  t h e  nex t  year .  
I know t h a t  t h i s  is  poss ib l e .  I can  demonst ra te  i t  a s  c l e a r l y  as any s imple  
problem. If t h i s  i s  s o ,  what g u i l t  must r e s t  upon t h i s  denomination f o r  
f a i l i n g  t o  do i n  t h e  c l o s i n g  hours  o f  t h i s  wor ld ' s  h i s t o r y  t h e  work God 
comands  them t o  perform! "--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  L. F. S t a r r ,  J u l y  7,  1904. 
RG 11, Bk. 34, pp. 407-1 2. 

INTENSITY OF CRISIS WITH J. H. KELLOGG D U R I N G  TIME TITHE REFORM ISSUES WERE 
COMING INTO FOCUS: " S i s t e r  White has  r e t u r n e d  from Nashv i l l e ,  and i s  p r e t t y  
well used up. Her t r i p  was ve ry  hard on  her .  Yesterday I had a long  i n t e r v i e w  
w i t h  h e r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  B a t t l e  Creek. I would no t  d a r e  t o  r e l a t e  
a l l  that s h e  s a i d  about the p e r i l o u s  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  has  been r e v e a l e d  t o  her.  
She is more alarmed and stirred over  t h e  c o n d i t l o n  of  t h i n g s  t h e r e ,  t han  I 



have eve r  known h e r  t o  be ove r  anything.  It c e r t a i n l y  l o o k s  a s  though w e  
a r e  nea r ing  t h e  cl imax of  t h e  c r i s i s .  May t h e  Lord g i v e  u s  wisdom and g r a c e  
f o r  t h e  hour!"--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  R. A. Underwood, J u l y  13, 1904. RG 11, Bk. 
34,  p. 464. 

A. G. DANIELLS OBSERVES THE SITUATION I N  NEBRASKA: "I am very  g l ad  t o  r e a d  of 
t h e  harmonious c o u n c i l  r e c e n t l y  he ld  i n  L inco ln  a t  t h e  time o f  your a u d i t i n g ;  
bu t  I am s u r p r i s e d  t o  r e a d  t h a t  you a u d i t e d  seventy  accounts .  Does t h i s  mean 
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  seventy  persons  i n  t h e  employ of  t h e  Nebraska Conference? 

" A s  a r e t u r n e d  miss ionary ,  what do you t h i n k  o f  t h e  proposa l  be ing  t a l k e d  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  o f  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  Conferences i n  t h e  
North p l a c i n g  one-half  of t h e i r  l a b o r e r s  and t h e i r  annual  t i t h e  a t  t h e  c a l l  of 
d e s t i t u t e  f i e l d s ?  I b e l i e v e  t h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  God w i l l  a t t e n d  ou r  Conferences 
t h a t  t ake  t h i s  a t t i t u d e ,  s o  t h a t  they  w i l l  r e a l l y  accomplish more w i th  what 
they have l e f t ,  than  they are now doing w i t h  a l l  t h e  workers ,  means, and 
f a c i l i t i e s  they  a r e  using.  

"We a r e  r e c e i v i n g  e x c e l l e n t  r e p o r t s  from f o r e i g n  f i e l d s .  The f a c t  is, Bro the r  
Robinson, t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  our  denominat ional  membership i s  i n  t h e  
miss ion  f i e l d s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

"The growth i n  t h e  home conferences  i s  exceedingly  small .  There i s  something 
myster ious  about  t h i s  whole th ing .  I can no t  but  b e l i e v e  t h a t  f o r  some 
r ea son  t h e  p rospe r ing  hand o f  God i s  n o t  w i th  us ,  because of  some e r r o r  i n  
t h e  course we a r e  pursuing.  

"When I t h i n k  o f  t h e  f i v e  hundred thousand d o l l a r s  of t i t h e  s p e n t  each  y e a r  i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s ,  and s e e  t h e  very  smal l  r e s u l t s ,  i t  stirs my sou l .  "--A. G. 
D a n i e l l s  t o  A. T. Robinson, J u l y  15, 1904. RG 11,  Bk. 34, pp. 468-69. 

MISSIONARIES TRANSPORTATION EXPENSES PAID FROM TITHE FUNDS: "You a s k  abou t  t h e  
matter of paying t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Iowa workers  from t h e i r  f i e l d  t o  t h e  
mi s s ion  f i e l d s  t o  which they a r e  s en t .  On nry way t o  Des Moines from t h e  Col fax  
camp-ground, I had a t a l k  w i th  b r o t h e r  Dorcas and Bro the r  Parsons  about  t h i s ,  
and they sugges t ed  t h a t ,  i n s t e a d  of  t he  [Iowa Conference] committee making a n  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  mi s s ion  f i e l d s  o f  one o r  two thousand d o l l a r s  s u r p l u s  t i t h e  
t h a t  t h e  Conference had i n  hand, t h a t  i t  be he ld ,  and used i n  paying t h e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  t h e  workers  t o  t h e i r  fields. I agreed  wi th  t h i s  p roposa l ,  
inaarnuch as i t  would c e r t a i n l y  be the  same as an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  ta the Miss lon  
Board f o r  i ts f o r e i g n  f i e l d s .  I hope you w i l l  s e e  your way c l e a r  t o  meet 
t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  expenses i n  t h i s  way."--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  L. F. S t a r r ,  
August 2 ,  1904. RG 11,  Bk. 34, p. 669. 

DIMENSIONS OF KELLOGG CRISIS, FEARS OF SPLIT W I T H I N  DENOMINATION, OCCURRING 
SIMULTANEOUSLY W I T H  TITHE REFORM PROPOSALS: [Mrs. White] "has p laced  i n  o u r  
hands a l a r g e  number o f  t e s t i m o n i e s  w r i t t e n  s i n c e  t h e  B e r r i e n  S p r i n g s  meeting,  
which s h e  s a y s  must be publ i shed  i n  a S p e c i a l  Testimony a t  once, and s e n t  t o  
a l l  t h e  n i n i s t e r s  and phys i c i ans  throughout  t h e  denomination. We began s e t t i n g  
type of tnls s p e c i a l  last night .  1 suppose t h a t  i t  w i l l  be f i n i s h e d  i n  t h e  
course  of a week, and w i l l  be s e n t  ou t  immediately. Th i s  s h e  t h i n k s  w i l l  b r i n g  
t h i s  cont roversy  t o  a head, and p l ace  u s  where t h e r e  w i l l  be no mi s t ake  i n  t h e  
minds o f  thc  people  ao  t o  what  couroc ohould be puraued. She i s  i n  dead 



e a r n e s t  r ega rd ing  t h i s  matter, and i t  now looks  as though a break would soon 
come. "--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  I. H. Evans, August 3 ,  1904. RG 11, Bk. 34, p. 674. 

A. G. DANIELLS GENERAL STATEMENT ON TITHE POLICY: "In r e p l y  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
you r a i s e  r ega rd ing  t h e  payment of  your t i t h e ,  would s ay  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  you 
should pay t h i s  i n t o  t h e  church o f  which you are a member. You unders tand  
t h a t  we have regular channelo through which our means should f low, and i t  
is  b e t t e r  i n  all c a s e s  t o  fo l l ow t h i s  method as c l o s e l y  a s  poss ib le .  O f  
course we a r e  needing money h e r e  [at  GC headqua r t e r s ] ,  bu t  t h e  funds  we a r e  
r e c e i v i n g  i n  t h i s  p l ace  a r e  o f f e r i n g s ,  which a r e  d i s t i n c t  from t i t h e .  The 
t i t h e s  a r e  consec ra t ed  t o  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  m i n i s t r y  a lone ,  and should  
never  be d i r e c t e d  t o  o t h e r  uses.  When t h e  t i t h e s  a r e  pa id  i n t o  t h e  church 
t r e a s u r e r ,  they  a r e  forwarded through t h e  r e g u l a r  sou rces ,  and form t h e  
b a s i s  f o r  c a r r y i n g  forward r e g u l a r  s y s t e m a t i c  work, bo th  i n  t h e  home f i e l d ,  
and i n  l a n d s  abroad. When t h e s e  funds  a r e  d i v e r t e d  and s e n t  t o  o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  
i t  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  t h e  c a r r y i n g  ou t  o f  t h e  p l a n s  t h a t  have been l a i d  f o r  
a g g r e s s i v e  work i n  t h e s e  f i e l d s ,  and causes  more o r  l e s s  confusion.  So I 
would a d v i s e  t h a t  you pay your t i t h e s  i n t o  t h e  church o f  which you a r e  a 
member. And i f  you wish  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  work h e r e  i n  Washington, you can do s o  
by making o f f e r i n g s  from time t o  t ime a s  you a r e  able."--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  C. H. 
T e f f t ,  August 9 ,  1904. RG 11 ,  Bk. 34, p. 697. 

[The o f f e r i n g s  D a n i e l l s  r e f e r r e d  t o  were t hose  des igned  t o  pay f o r  t h e  
r e l s c a t l o n  of Gc neadqua r t e r s  from B a t t l e  Creek t o  Takoma Park, t h e  
e s t ab l i shmen t  o f  a t r a i n i n g  school ,  s a n i t a r i u m  and e v e n t u a l l y  a  b u i l d i n g  f o r  
t h e  Review and p o s s i b l y  t o  pay GC headqua r t e r s  non - t i t he  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
expenses. See c i t a t i o n s  under Dec. 4 ,  1903, May 11 ,  1905 and June 27, 1906.1 

A. G. DANIELLS AND IMPACT OF CLOSE LOOK AT DENOMINATIONAL STATISTICS: "The 
work i n  t h i s  count ry  is  moving a long  abou t  as u s u a l ,  and t h a t  i s  n o t  any th ing  
worth b o a s t i n g  of .  That  i s  t o  say ,  w e  are not making t h e  p rog re s s  i n  o u r  
l o c a l  and Union Conferences t h a t  we ought t o  wi th  a l l  t h e  l a b o r e r s ,  means, 
and f a c i l i t i e s  we have i n  t h e  f i e l d s .  Our men do n o t  p r e s s  t h e  work, o r  i f  
Lhey do, they do n o t  s ecu re  t h e  r e s u l t s  t h a t  come t o  o u r  workers  i n  o t h e r  l ands .  

"We a r e  p r i n t i n g  i n  nex t  week's  REVIEW our  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t  f o r  1903. I am 
sure you w i l l  give t h i s  report o l o s e  study.  I t  io n very i n t e r e s t i n g  
document. Bro ther  Rogers has  bestowed a g r e a t  d e a l  of  c a r e f u l  work upon t h i s  
r e p o r t .  It is  by a l l  means t h e  most thorough and complete s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t  
e v e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  denomination. From t h i s  you w i l l  be a b l e  t o  see t h e  
comparat ive growth of  t h e  cause  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s ,  and you w i l l  s e e  t h a t  
t h e  Conferences i n  America come f a r  s h o r t  o f  t h e  p rog re s s  made i n  c o u n t r i e s  
o u t s i d e  of  t h e  United States."--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  E d i t h  M. Graham, August 
11 ,  1904. RG 11 ,  Bk. 34,  p. 729. 

A. G. DANIELLS' VIEW OF DENOMINATIONAL EDUCATION SYSTEM I N  1904: "The f a c t  is  
ou r  e d u c a t i o n a l  work i n  t h i s  count ry  has  been going  t o  p i e c e s  f o r  a number of  
years .  Our s c h o o l s  have no t  been doing  ve ry  deep, thorough work. We have no t  
been developing  p reache r s  no r  educa tors .  Our s c h o o l s  a r e  i n  a  f e a r f u l  p l i g h t . "  
--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  G. A. I rw in ,  August 12 ,  1904. RG 11,  Bk. 34, p. 738. 

IMPACT OF STATISTICAL ANALYSIS: "By comparing t h e  t o t a l  number o f  Sabbath- 
keepe r s  i n  t h e  North American union conferences  i n  1903 wi th  t h e  number f o r  
1902, i t  w i l l  be s een  tha t  the n e t  g a i n  Is 2,159, a g a i n  of  3.71 per  cen t .  



A s i m i l a r  comparison of  t h e  f i e l d s  o u t s i d e  o f  North America, i n d i c a t e s  a n e t  
i n c r e a s e  i n  t o t a l  Sabbath-keepers of  1,873, a g a i n  o f  12.28 per cen t .  I n  
o t h e r  words, t h e  p e r  c e n t  of  g a i n  i n  t h e  f o r e i g n  con fe rences  and m i s s i o n s  i s  
about  fou r  times t h a t  of  t h e  conferences  i n  North America. 

"To c a r r y  forward t h i s  work t h e r e  i s  expended i n  t h e  con fe rences  i n  Nor th  
America a t o t a l  of $550,154.08 i n  t i t h e ,  and i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o u t s i d e ,  $133,876.46. 
Thus i t  w i l l  be s een  t h a t  i n  t h e  f o r e i g n  f i e l d s  t h e r e  i s  expended i n  t i t h e  l e s s  
than  one f o u r t h  t h e  amount expended i n  t h e  conferences  i n  North America, and y e t  
the per cent of gain is about four times greater than in North Amerioa. . . . 
"A comparison o f  t h e  popu la t i on  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  a s t i l l  g r e a t e r  d i s p a r i t y .  I n  t h e  
North American conferences  t h e r e  are over  eighty-one m i l l i o n  persons ;  wh i l e  i n  
t h e  c o u n t r i e s  o u t s i d e ,  and i n  which w e  have conferences  organized  and m i s s i o n s  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e r e  are about  one b i l l i o n  f o u r  hundred m i l l i o n  people,  o r  abou t  
seventeen  t imes  more than  t h e  number i n  North America. The expend i tu re  o f  t i t h e  
i n  North America be ing  f o u r  t imes  g r e a t e r  t han  i n  f i e l d s  o u t s i d e ,  i t  is  c l e a r  
t h a t  f o r  each  person  l i v i n g  i n  North America, t h e r e  i s  an  expend i tu re  o f  about  
seventy  times more t han  f o r  each person l i v i n g  i n  f i e l d s  o u t s i d e .  "--H. E. 
Rogers [ S t a t i s t i c a l  S e c r e t a r y ] ,  " S t a t i s t i c a l  Report o f  t h e  Seventh-day 
Advent i s t  Denomination, f o r  1903, " Advent i s t  Review and Sabbath Hera ld ,  August 
18, 1904, p. 9. 

DANIELLS AND THE PUSH TOWARD OVERSEAS MISSIONS: "We have n o t  y e t  t aken  a 
c o n s i s t e n t  p o s i t i o n  i n  harmony wi th  our  profess ion .  We c la im t o  have a message 
f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  world, and t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  o b j e c t  of  our  e x i s t e n c e  i s  t o  go t o  
t h e  u t t e rmos t  p a r t s  of  t h e  e a r t h  w i th  t h i s  t r u t h .  But we have hovered 
around t h e  camp-fires a t  home, ho ld ing  on t o  our  r e sou rces ,  and m u l t i p l y i n g  
ou r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and measuring o u t  a ba re  p i t t a n c e  o f  ou r  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  
g r e a t  wide world abroad. . . . 
"We can no t  con t inue  t o  spend seven ty  d o l l a r s  i n  America and gospe l  work, 
wh i l e  we spend one d o l l a r  i n  a l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  wide world. That i s  t o  
say,  f o r  every d o l l a r  t h a t  we devote  t o  t h e  cause o u t s i d e  of America, we 
spend seventy  d o l l a r s  i n  t h i s  country.  And y e t  h e r e  i s  where t h e  message 
has  been preached for h a l f  a c e n t u r y ;  where we have n e a r l y  one hundred 
thousand b e l i e v e r s ,  and where we have f a c i l i t i e s  o f  every  kind.  

"1 am t r y i n g  t o  p l ace  t h i s  matter i n  i ts t r u e  l i g h t  before  ou r  people. I 
havs been using our recent atat i s t ica l  reports t o  good advantage."--A. G. 
D a n i e l l s  t o  D r .  H. W. M i l l e r ,  Sept .  4 ,  1904. RG 11,  Bk. 34, p. 874. 

I N D I A N A  CONTINUES TREND TYING TITHE REFORM TO MISSION ADVANCE: "The 
Conference vo ted  t o  p l ace  one-half  i t s  l a b o r e r s  and t i t h e  a t  t h e  d i s p o s a l  of 
t h e  General  Conference t o  be used i n  t h e  r eg ions  beyond. This  was t r u l y  a 
g r e a t  miss ionary  movement, which w i l l  h e l p  t o  c a r r y  t h e  message t o  a l l  t h e  world 
i n  t h i s  gene ra t ion .  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  i n s p i r e  g r e a t e r  f a i t h f u l n e s s  
and encourage ou r  b r e t h r e n  t o  b r i n g  a l l  t h e  t i t h e  i n t o  t h e  s to rehouse ,  and t h u s  
i n c r e a s e  t h e  l a b o r e r s  both i n  our  own conference and f o r e i g n  lands.  Unless  
our  t l t h e  1s g r e a t l y  i nc reased ,  t h e  number of' l a b o r e r s  i n  ou r  home f i e l d  w i l l  
be q u i t e  m a t e r i a l l y  reduced. "--W. J. Stone,  Ind i ana  Repor te r ,  Sept .  14 ,  1904. 

NEW YORK C O N F E R E N C E  C O N T I N U E S  PAYING SANITARIUM SALARIES PROM TITIIE; "13. 
We Recommend, That t h e  sum of  $10 per  week be al lowed i n  s a l a r i e s  t o  t h e  



d o c t o r s  of t h e  Buf fa lo  and Gordenhurst  San i t a r iums  f o r  t h e  coming year .  . . . 
F. H. DeVinney moved t h a t  recommendation 13  be amended t o  r e a d  t h a t  
t h e  Buf fa lo  i n s t i t u t i o n  r e c e i v e  $50 a month i n  s a l a r i e s  and t h e  Gordenhurst  
$40 p e r  month i n  s a l a r i e s  from t h e  Conference funds.  The amendment c a r r i e d  
by vote .  A f t e r  which recommendation 13 a s  amended was vo ted  upon and passed." 
New York Conference Proceedings,  Sept .  18 ,  1904. New York I n d i c a t o r ,  Oct. 5,  
190'1. 

WILLIAM COVERT DIRECTLY BROACHES QUESTION OF PAYING CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS 
FROM TITHE TO MRS. WHITE: [Covert was p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Wisconsin Conference 
and head o f  t h e  Board o f  T r u s t e e s  o f  Emmanuel Missionary College. l "1 have 
a q u e s t i o n  t h a t  I wish you would propose t o  you r  mother. It r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  
thought  publ i shed  i n  Volume 6 ,  i n  r e g a r d  t o  c e r t a i n  t e a c h e r s  being pa id  
from t h e  t i t h e .  I t h i n k  t h e  m a t t e r  is cons ide red  on  pages 135 and 215. I 
do no t  f e e l  t h a t  I am a t  any l o s s  about  unders tanding  t h e  ma t t e r .  I t h i n k  
I know abou t  how t h i s  q u e s t i o n  came t o  be cons idered ,  and what c l a s s  of  
t e a c h e r s  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  made. I remember q u i t e  w e l l  t h a t  
Eld. 0. A. Johnson, who was f o r  a l o n g  wh i l e  B i b l e  t e a c h e r  i n  Col lege  View, 
f e l t  t h a t  he should  r e c e i v e  pay from t h e  t i t h e  f o r  t h e  work t h a t  he  was doing  
i n  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n .  I have been informed t h a t  he wro te  your  mother upon t h i s  
s u b j e c t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago, and t h a t  i n  t h e  answer s e n t  him i t  con ta ined  i n  
subs t ance  t h e  same matter conta ined  i n  Volume 6 upon t h i s  s u b j e c t .  

"If I have t h e  proper  unders tanding  o r  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  then ,  t h e  t e a c h e r s  t h a t  
should be pa id  from t h e  t i t h e  acco rd ing  t o  t h e s e  t e s t imon ie s ,  a r e  t hose  
t e a c h e r s  i n  o u r  s c h o o l s  who a r e  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  t r a i n i n g  ou r  s t u d e n t s  
f o r  e v a n g e l i s t i o  work. [ O .  A.  Johnoon taught  B i b l e  a t  Union College beginning  
i n  1898.1 I wish  t o  know i f  I have t h e  proper  unders tanding  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .  
Some i n  Wisconsin have been l e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  church school  t e a c h e r s  a r e  
i n d i c a t e d ,  and t h a t  t hey  should  be pa id  from t h e  t i t h e .  I n  f a c t ,  a f e w  of ou r  
churches  a r e  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  do t h i s ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  some have a l r e a d y  
i n v e s t e d  t i t h e  i n  t h i s  way. I f e e l  t r oub led  ove r  t h e  m a t t e r ;  no t  t h a t  I am 
confused i n  my own unders tanding ,  bu t  I s e e  t h a t  some of  ou r  own people  are 
b l lnded ,  and I wlsh tnat if t h e  Lord has  any th ing  l ' u r the r  upon t h i s  s u b j e c t  f o r  
ou r  people,  t h a t  we could have i t  soon. I have had a g r e a t  burden f o r  o u r  
young people ,  and have devoted a l a r g e  amount of  e f f o r t  t o  have s c h o o l s  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  But now w e  are oonfrontod wit;h t h i o  mattcr  ao i n d i c a t c d  i n  t h i s  
l e t t e r ,  and I f e e l  t h a t  we must do something t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  wrong impres s ion  
t h a t  is i n  t h e  minds of  some i n  r ega rd  t o  t h i s  matter. 

"I w i l l  be very  g l a d  t o  r e c e i v e  word from your mother upon t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  
and i f  s h e  h a s  any th ing  on t n a t  l i n e ,  p l e a s e  t o  w r i t e  soon."-William Covert  
t o  W. C. White, Oct. 18, 1904. William Covert ,  1904-05, White Es t a t e .  

W. C. MITE UNDERSTANDING OF 6T 135 AND 215: "We have no t  been a b l e  a s  y e t  t o  
g a t h e r  t o g e t h e r  what mother has  w r i t t e n  r e g a r d i n g  our  duty  t o  p re se rve  t h e  t i t h e  
f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  m i n i s t e r s  and m i s s i o n a r i e s  [It would t h u s  appear  t h a t  Mss, 
82 ,  1904, must have been prepared a f t e r  W. C. White wrote  t h i s  l e t t e r .  I .  . . . 
My unders tanding  o f  t h e  meaning of  what mother h a s  w r i t t e n  about  t h e  suppor t  
o f  B i b l e  t e a c h e r s  from t h e  t i t h e  is  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  yours .  I n  working o u t  t h i s  
problem i n  s c h o o l s  t h a t  mother was c l o s e l y  connected wi th ,  t h e  t i t h e  was on ly  
used f o r  t h e  m i n i s t e r  connected wi th  t h e  s choo l ,  who had t h e  c h i e f  burden o f  
t h e  B i b l e  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  whose s p e c i a l  work was t h e  f i t t i n g  o f  young people f o r  
e v a n g e l i c a l  work. 



"While w e  were i n  Tennessee [du r ing  the  summer o f  19041, I had s e v e r a l  
i n t e r e s t i n g  i n t e r v i e w s  wi th  Bre th ren  Su the r l and  and Magan, and i n  one of  t h e s e  
i n t e r v i e w s ,  we came t o  a n  agreement t h a t  we would work u n i t e d l y ,  first, t o  
encourage ou r  people t o  pay a second t i t h e ;  and, second, t o  encourage our  
people everywhere t o  hold t h e  f i r o t  t i t h e  s ac red  f o r  t h e  suppor t  of m i n i s t e r s  
and mi s s iona r i e s .  

"I was d e s i r o u s  t h a t  be fo re  we sepa ra t ed ,  we should  put  t h e s e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  i n  
w r i t i n g ,  bu t  it d i d  n o t  seem convenient  t o  do so. I t h i n k ,  however, t h a t  
Bre th ren  Su the r l and  and Magan w i l l  be more c a r e f u l  h e r e a f t e r  no t  t o  p r e s e n t  
t h e i r  views r e g a r d i n g  school  s u p p o r t  i n  such  a way as t o  l e a d  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  
t o  t h i n k ,  a s  many I have met seem t o  t h ink ,  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l s  have a r i g h t  t o  
l a y  hold upon t h e  t i t h e ,  which h e r e t o f o r e  our  people have always h e l d  s a c r e d  t o  
t h e  work o f  t h e  gospe l  ministry."--W. C. White t o  William Covert ,  Dec. 4 ,  1904. 
WCW Bk. 24, pp. 526-27, White E s t a t e .  

POLICIES CONCERNING O R G A N I Z A T I O N  OF THE CANVASSING WORK I N  STATE OF FLUX: "My 
expe r i ence  has  been such  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  become e n t h u s i a s t i c  
over  t h e  new program, namely, t o  a b o l i s h  a l l  t h e  [ t r a c t ]  s o c i e t i e s ,  p l ace  t h e  
e n t i r e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  book bus ines s  i n  t h e  hands of t he  p u b l i s h i n g  house, and u s e  
t h e  S t a t e  Conference t o  pay t h e  s a l a r i e s  and expenses of t h e  S t a t e  Agent, and 
l e a v e  t h e  t r a c t  s o c i e t y  w i th  no source  of  p r o f i t .  I have remonst ra ted  wi th  t h e  
p u b l i s h e r s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  po l icy .  . . . 
"When t h i s  proposa l  t o  change t h e  po l i cy  was f i r s t  submi t ted  t o  us,  we opposed 
it. But when we saw t h a t  c e r t a i n  l e a d i n g  men i n  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  houses were 
anxious t o  adop t  i t ,  w e  dec ided  t o  withdraw our  oppos i t i on ,  and t o  l e t  them 
t ake  t h e i r  course ,  and s e e  what they could develop. We con fes s  s t r a i g h t  t h a t  
we had n o t  accomplished what we had hoped a long  t h e  o l d  l i n e s ,  and we do n o t  
wish t o  s t a n d  i n  t h e  way of any one e l s e  b r i n g i n g  t h e  book bus ines s  UD i f  
they can do i t  by some o t h e r  plan. So h e r e  I s tand .  I can n o t  s e e  l i g h t  
i n  a l l  f e a t u r e s  of  t h i s  new policy.  But I do n o t  i n t e n d  t o  oppose i t  i n  
any way, and I w i l l  g i v e  those  who are endeavoring t o  i n a u g u r a t e  i t  a l l  t h e  
h e l p  I can consls tent ly.n--A.  G. D a n i e l l s  t o  Miss J e s s i e  V. Bosworth, Nov. 
20, 1904. RG 11,  Bk. 35, pp. 434-35. 

A. G. DANIELLS WIDELY DISTRIBUTES H I S  TRACT CALLING FOR TITHE REFORM1 
"I am sending  you a copy of my l i t t l e  t r a c t  t o  show you what a grand work o u r  
b r e t h r e n  and s i s t e r s  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  are doing. I w i l l  c a l l  your  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  some f i g u r e s  on page 31. Thess show t h e  growth of  t h e  cause i n  
f o r e i g n  f i e l d s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  twenty years .  They a l s o  show how nea r ly  t h e  
t i t h e s  and t h e  o f f e r i n g s  t o  mi s s ions  from our  b r e t h r e n  i n  f o r e i g n  l a n d s  
came up t o  t h e  t i t h e s  and o f f e r i n g s  of  our  American b re th ren .  I can  t e l l  you, 
Brother  S t a r r ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a r e v e l a t i o n ,  The r e a l  bottom, inward f a c t  t h a t  
i t  r e v e a l s  is  t h a t  our  b r e t h r e n  i n .  t h e  North American churches  a r e  n o t  doing 
what they  should ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  payment of  t i t h e  o r  i n  t h e i r  g i f t s  t o  miss ions .  . . . Bro the r  S t a r r ,  a trumpet b l a s t  must be sounded by t h e  watchmen i n  
America, t o  a rouse  o u r  people t o  g r e a t e r  l o y a l t y  t o  t h i s  g l o r i o u s  cause.  It 
must be done. I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  more t han  a h a l f  a t i t h e  i s  be ing  pa id ,  
and I am s u r e  t h a t  t h e  o f f e r i n g s  t o  mi s s ions  can be doubled, i f  no t  
quadrupled,  w i thou t  b r i n g i n g  d i s t r e s s  upon our  people. And i f  j u s t  t h i s ,  and 
no th ing  more, were done, we would be l i f t e d  above a l l  p e r p l e x i t y  and d i s t r e s s  
i n  ou r  miss ionary  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and s c o r e s ,  i f  n o t  hundreds of  e a r n e s t ,  devoted,  
noble workers  would go abroad t o  t h e  l a n d s  beckoning u s  t o  n e l p  them. 



"I want t o  a s k  you t o  j o i n  me i n  a n  e a r n e s t  e f f o r t  t o  change t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
t h i s  country.  I feel t h a t  I must open personal  correspondence wi th  every  
Conference P r e s i d e n t ,  and l a y  t h e s e  f a c t s  c l e a r l y  b e f o r e  him, s o  t h a t  he 
w i l l  know j u s t  what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  is. I know p o s i t i v e l y  t h a t  t he se  men do not  
know t h e  e x a c t  s i t u a t i o n .  I d i d  no t  know i t  myself u n t i l  I gave t h e  f a c t s  
extended s tudy .  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  any man i n  t h e  denominat ion has  g iven  them 
t h e  s tudy I have of  l a t e ,  and t h e r e f  o r e  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  a r e  any who 
f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  e x i s t  i n  both t h e  home and t h e  f o r e i g n  
fields."--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  L. F. S t a r r ,  Dec. 2 ,  1904. RG 11, Bk. 35, pp. 
540-41 . 

DANIELLS CONTINUES TITHE REFORM CRUSADE: "Brother  Underwood, I have a d e f i n i t e  
s u g g e s t i o n  t o  make, which I b e l i e v e  w i l l  be a h e l p  t o  o u r  f o r e i g n  b r e t h r e n  [ i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s ] ;  and t h a t  i s  t h a t  you w r i t e  a s e r i e s  of s t i r r i n g  a r t i c l e s  
on  the  t i t h i n g  system. . . , I wish t h a t  a most e a r n e s t ,  s t i r r i n g  e f f e c t i v e  
campaign could  be opened i n  t h e  denominat ion i n  beha l f  o f  t i t h i n g .  I am 
s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  ou r  people a r e  no t  paying more t han  h a l f  a t i t h e .  Very few 
m i n i s t e r s  w i l l  deny t h i s .  If i t  be t r u e ,  how can we expec t  t h e  ou tpour ing  of  
t h e  l a t te r  r a i n  upon t h e  church? . . . I f e e l  i n t e n s e l y  ove r  t h i s .  I have been 
g i v i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  extended s tudy  . . . and my h e a r t  burns  w i th  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  I 
know e x i s t .  If  you w i l l  g i v e  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t  f o r  1903 c a r e f u l  s t udy ,  
you w i l l  s e e  t h a t  ou r  North American churches a r e  f a r  behind o u r  f o r e i g n  
churches i n  t i t h e  paying. . . . 
"1 wish you would g i v e  t hese  m a t t e r s  s tudy ,  and j o i n  me i n  a h o t  c rusade  i n  
behal f  o f  g r e a t e r  l o y a l t y  i n  t i t h e  paying, and l a r g e r  g i v i n g  t o  miss ions .  
This  must be done. The r e s o u r c e s  a r e  i n  t h e  hands of God's people,  and he 
can never pour o u t  h i s  b l e s s i n g  upon them as they need it, u n t i l  they 
s u r r e n d e r  t o  him h i s  own. . . . 
"We have no t  been under such a heavy s t r a i n  f o r  means s i n c e  I took o f f i c e  i n  
t h i s  count ry ,  a s  we a r e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time. T h i s  i s  no t  because t h e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  have f a l l e n  o f f ;  bu t  because t h e  demands come r o l l i n g  i n  upon 
u s  i n  such numbers t h a t  we a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  p re s sed  t o  push o u t  i n t o  deeper  
wa te r  than we a r e  a b l e  t o  wade in .  We s h a l l  have t o  c a l l  a h a l t ,  and s t a n d  
f i r m l y  f o r  l e s s  expend i tu re ,  u n l e s s  our  Conferences i n  t h i s  count ry  send u s  more 
help.  A s  I watch our  s t a t e  and Union Conference papers ,  I am impressed t h a t  
ou r  m i n i s t e r s  and Conference o f f i c e r s  a r e  n o t  making t h e  e f f o r t  i n  beha l f  of  
mi s s ions  t h a t  they  s h ~ u l d . ~ - - A .  G. D a n i e l l s  t o  R. A. Underwood, Dec. 4 ,  1904. 
RG 11, Bk. 35, pp. 568-70, 572. 

UNDERWOOD AGREES THAT A REFORMATION I S  NEEDED REGARDING THE TITI1E QUESTION: 
"1 no te  what you say about  my w r i t i n g  some a r t i c l e s  on  t h e  t i t h i n g  o b l i g a t i o n .  
Th i s  is a burn ing  ques t ion .  Many of  our  d e a r  b r e t h r e n  and sisters w i l l  s u r e l y  
be l o s t  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  a r e fo rma t ion  on  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  "--R. A. Underwood t o  
A. G. D a n i e l l s ,  Dec. 14,  1904. RC 1 1 ,  1904--Underwood, R. A. 

DANIELLS SEES TITHE REFORM AS SOLUTION TO THE MISSION PROBLEM: "Our empty 
t r e a s u r y  c r i e s  t o  God a g a i n s t  u s  f o r  t h e  s i n  o f  robbing  him o f  h i s  revenue 
r e se rved  by hlm f o r  t n e  suppor t  o r  h i s  gospe l  work. A l i t t l e  s t udy  of  t h e  
t i t h e s  r ece ived  by t h e  church and conference  t r e a s u r e r s  from t h e  church- 
members, w i l l  show p l a i n l y  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a sad  u n f a i t h f u l n e s s  on  t h e  p a r t  
o f  eomc o f  Cod1a atewards i n  t h c  d iopooal  of  t h o  t i t h c o .  , . . Sure ly  t h e r c  
must be a re format ion  on  t h i s  po in t .  We can  not  pos s ib ly  l o o k  f o r  t h e  showers 



of t h e  l a t t e r  r a i n  t o  fall upon u s  wh i l e  w i thho ld ing  from t h e  Lord ' s  t r e a s u r y  
t h a t  which is  h i s ,  and which i s  s o  s o r e l y  needed t o  h a s t e n  h i s  work forward. "-- 
A. G. D a n i e l l s ,  "The S o l u t i o n  of a Grave Problem, " Advent Review, Dec. 15, 1904, 
P. 7. 

UNDERWOOD URGES SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS ON TITHING: "It i s  a f a c t  t h a t  bu t  
l i t t l e  has  been s a i d  i n  p r i n t  a long  t h e  argument f o r  t h e  t i t h i n g  o b l i g a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  las t  e i g h t  o r  t e n  y e a r s ;  and i n  t h i s  time our  membership has  doubled. 
My expe r i ence  among some churches  o f  l a t e  convinces me t h a t  many do no t  know t h e  
r ea sons  f o r  paying the t i t h e ,  and i ts sacred o b l i g a t i o n s .  . . . 
"Why would i t  not  be a most e x p l o i t  [ s i c ]  p l an  t o  have one q u a r t e r  g iven  up  t o  
t h e  s tudy  o f  t h e  t i t h i n g  q u e s t i o n s  i n  ou r  Sabbath-school lessons?"--R. A. 
Underwood t o  A. G. D a n i e l l s ,  Dec. 23, 1904. RG 11,  1904--Underwood, R. A. 

[Th i s  proposa l  was accepted  and t h e  l e s s o n s  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  of  1905 
cen te red  on t h e  t i t h i n g  ques t ion .  1 

COVERT PUBLISHES HIGHLY SIGNIFICANT CALL TO REFORM I N  THE WAY TITHE FUNDS 
ARE EXPENDED: "When Abraham met Melchisedec, p r i e s t  o f  t h e  most h igh  God, 
' he  gave him t i t h e s  of  a l l .  ' Gen. 14:20. The Aaronic p r i e s thood ,  w i th  i t s  
theocracy and i t s  L e v i t i c a l  s e r v i c e s  d i v e r t i n g  a l a r g e  s h a r e  o f  t h e  t i t h e  
from t h e  d i r e c t  e v a n g e l i s t i c  work, had no t  t h e n  been inaugura t ed ;  t h e r e f o r e  
Melchisedec, t h e  p r i e s t ,  r ece ived  i t  a l l .  . . . 
"The miss iona ry  s p i r i t  under t h e  Aaronic p r i e s thood  was g e n e r a l l y  al lowed t o  
run  v e r y  low. During t h a t  per iod  t h e  p r i e s t s  and L e v i t e s  gave much a t t e n t i o n  
t o  b u i l d i n g  up t h e i r  ' s t a t e  and n a t i o n ,  bu t  u s u a l l y  excluded t h e  G e n t i l e s  from 
t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s .  About a t e n t h  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  t i t h e  was expended i n  
t h e i r  e v a n g e l i s t i c  work, bu t  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  o f  mankind was f o r  t h e  most p a r t  
excluded from a s h a r e  i n  t h a t .  Fol lowing what they e v i d e n t l y  supposed was 
proper ,  they  a p p r o p r i a t e d  a lmost  the e n t i r e  t i t h e  of t h e  n a t i o n  upon 
themselves. Is t h e r e  n o t  danger  of Seventh-day Adven t i s t s  i n  some measure 
doing  t h e  same t h i n g  now7 We must guard a g a i n s t  t h i s  by going  r i g h t  o u t  
among t h e  people w i t h  t h e  message f o r  t h i s  time. . . . Our P r i e s t  and 
Capta in  commands, say ing ,  'Go y e  i n t o  a l l  t h e  world,  and preach  t h e  g o s w l  
t o  every c r e a t u r e ,  H i s  p r i e s thood ,  work, and method is  'after t h e  o r d e r  o f  
Melchisedec, and n o t  . . . a f t e r  t h e  o r d e r  of  Aaron.' . , . 
llSince i t  i s  clear that t h e  whole t i t h e  of God's people should be brought  i n t o  
t h e  Lord ' s  s t o rehouse ,  o r  t r e a s u r y ,  i t  fo l lows  t h a t  no i n d i v i d u a l  o r  church 
h a s  any r i g h t  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h e  t i t h e  f o r  any purpose. It must p a s s  through 
t h e  r e g u l a r  channe l s  which t h e  Lord has p re sc r ibed  f o r  i t .  If churches o r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  u s i n g  t h e i r  t i t h e s  i n  paying church expenses o r  i n  paying t h e  
s a l a r y  of  t e a c h e r s ,  they are ou t  of  harmony wi th  t h e  Lord ' s  p lan ,  and should  
correct t h e i r  course  w i thou t  delay.  "--William Covert ,  "T i thes  Under Two 
P r i e s thoods , "  Advent Review, Dec. 29,  1904, p. 10. 

[The correspondence between Covert  and W. C. White concern ing  t h e  
interpretation of  6 T  135 and 215 makes the las t  sen t ence  e s p e c i a l l y  r e l e v a n t . ]  

111. ELLEN WHITE MSS. 82, 1904, ADDRESSES THE ISSUES 



[It would appear  t h a t  t h e  E l l e n  White Mss. 82, 1904,  was prepared sometime 
between Dec. 1904 and the  d a t e  of i ts  e a r l i e s t  known c i r c u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  
May, 1905, a t  t h e  General  Conference Session.  Those p o r t i o n s  t h a t  seem t o  
d i r e c t l y  respond t o  i s s u e s  t h e  church was f a c i n g  du r ing  t h a t  per iod  a r e  he re  
reproduced. I 

TITHE NOT TO BE USED FOR LOCAL CHURCH EXPENSES: " H i s  people  today a r c  t o  
remember t h a t  t h e  house o f  worsh ip  i s  t h e  Lord ' s  p rope r ty ,  and t h a t  i t  i s  t o  
be s c rupu lous ly  ca red  f o r .  But t h e  funds  f o r  t h i s  work a r e  no t  t o  come from 
t h e  t i t h e .  . . . Those who have charge  of  our  church b u i l d i n g s  a r e  t o  be 
s u p p l i e d  w i th  t h e  means t h a t  i s  necessary  t o  keep t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  good 
r e p a i r .  But t h i s  money i s  n o t  t o  come from t h e  t i t h e .  " 

TITHE AND THE MINISTRY: "The t i t h e  is t o  be used f o r  one purpose,--to 
s u s t a i n  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  whom t h e  Lord has  appoin ted  t o  do H i s  work. It is  t o  
be used t o  suppor t  those  who speak t h e  words o f  l i f e  t o  t h e  people,  and c a r r y  
t h e  burden of t h e  f l o c k  o f  God, But t h e r e  a r e  m i n i s t e r s  who have been robbed 
o f  t h e i r  wages. God's p r o v i s i o n  f o r  them has not  been r e spec t ed .  . . . 
"A g r e a t  mis take  is  made when t h e  t i t h e  is  drawn from t h e  o b j e c t  f o r  which i t  
is  t o  be used,--the suppor t  o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r s .  . . . When a man e n t e r s  t h e  
m i n i s t r y ,  he i s  t o  be  pa id  from t h e  t i t h e  enough t o  s u s t a i n  h i s  family.  He 
is not  t o  feel t ha t  he is  a beggar. . . . The t i t h e  is sac red ,  reserved by 
God f o r  Himself.  It i s  t o  be brought i n t o  H i s  t r e a s u r y  t o  be used t o  
s u s t a i n  t h e  gospe l  l a b o r e r s  i n  t h e i r  work. . . . Many m i n i s t e r s  a r e  l y i n g  
i n  t h e i r  g raves ,  brought  t h e r e  by sorrow and d isappoin tment ,  and by t h e  
hardship brought upon them because they  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  o u f f i c i e n t  f o r  
t h e i r  l abo r s .  . . . 
"Many workers  have gone i n t o  t h e  g rave  hear tbroken ,  because they had grown 
o l d ,  and could s e e  t h a t  they were looked upon a s  a burden. But had they  
been r e t a i e d  i n  t h e  work, and g iven  an easy  p l ace ,  w i th  a whole o r  p a r t  of 
t h e i r  wages, they might have accomplished much good. During t h e i r  term o f  
l a b o r ,  t he se  men have done double l a b o r .  They f e l t  s o  heavy a burden f o r  
s o u l s  t h a t  they had no d e s i r e  t o  be r e l i e v e d  of  overwork. The heavy burdens 
borne shor tened  t h e i r  l i v e s .  The widows o f  t he se  m i n i s t e r s  a r e  never  t o  be 
f o r g o t t e n ,  but ohould i f  necesoary b e  pa id  from the  t i t h e .  . . . 
"God has no t  changed; t h e  t i t h e  is  t o  be used f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  
min i s t ry .  " 

OPTIONS FOR SURPLUS TITHE: "There should today be i n  t h e  f i e l d  one hundred w e l l  
q u a l i f i e d  l a b o r e r s  where now t h e r e  i s  but  one. . . . There i s  a l a c k  o f  
m i n i s t e r s  because m i n i s t e r s  have not  been encouraged. . . . There would 
today be many more m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  bu t  they a r e  no t  encouraged t o  
l abo r .  . . . If our  churches w i l l  t ake  t h e i r  s t a n d  upon t h e  Lord ' s  word, 
and be f a i t h f u l  i n  paying t h e i r  t i t h e  i n t o  H i s  t r e a s u r y ,  H i s  l a b o r e r s  w i l l  be 
encouraged t o  t a k e  up m i n i s t e r i a l  work. More men would g i v e  themselves t o  
t h e  m i n i s t r y  were they no t  t o l d  of  t h e  dep le t ed  t r e a s u r y .  . . . The opening 
o f  new f i e l d s  r e q u i r e s  more m i n i s t e r i a l  e f f i c i e n c y  than  we now have, and t h e r e  
must be means i n  t he  t r ea su ry .  " 
TITHE WAS BEING DIVERTED: "A very  p l a i n ,  d e f i n i t e  message has  been g iven  t o  
me t o  g ive  t o  our  people. I am bidden t o  t e l l  them t h a t  they a r e  making a 



mis t ake  i n  app ly ing  t h e  t i t h e  t o  v a r i o u s  o b j e c t s  which, though good i n  
themselves,  a r e  no t  t h e  o b j e c t  t o  which t h e  Lord has  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  t i t h e  i s  
t o  be app l i ed .  Those who make t h i s  use  o f  t h e  t i t h e  a r e  d e p a r t i n g  from t h e  
Lord ' s  arrangement. God w l l l  judge f o r  t he se  th ings .  . . . 
"God cannot  l ook  upon t h e  p r e s e n t  cond i t i on  of  t h i n g s  w i th  approval ,  bu t  w i t h  
condemnation. H i s  t r e a s u r y  i s  depr ived  o f  t h e  means t h a t  should be used  f o r  
t h e  suppor t  of t h e  gospe l  m i n i s t r y  i n  f i e l d s  n igh  and a f a r  o f f .  . . . 
"The use  of t h e  t i t h e  must be looked upon a s  a sacred matter by our people .  
We must guard s t r i c t l y  a g a i n s t  a l l  t h a t  i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  message now 
given.  . . . 
"The impress ion  is becoming q u i t e  common t h a t  t h e  s a c r e d  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
t i t h e  no l o n g e r  e x i s t s .  Many have l o s t  t h e i r  s ense  of  t h e  Lord ' s  
requirements .  . . . 
"There should  be an abundant  supply i n  t h e  Lord ' s  t r e a s u r y ,  and t h e r e  would 
be i f  s e l f i s h  h e a r t s  and hands had n o t  make use  of  t h e  t i t h e  t o  suppor t  o t h e r  
l i n e s  o f  work. 

"God's r e s e r v e d  r e sou rces  a r e  t o  be used i n  no such haphazard way. The t i t h e  
i s  t h e  Lord ' s  and those  who meddle w i t h  i t  w i l l  be punished wi th  t h e  l o s s  o f  
t h e i r  heavenly t r e a s u r e ,  u n l e s s  they  repent .  Let t h e  work no l o n g e r  be hedged 
up because t h e  t i t h e  h a s  been d i v e r t e d  i n t o  v a r i o u s  channe l s  o t h e r  t han  t h e  one 
t o  which t h e  Lord has  s a i d  i t  should  go. P rov i s ion  is t o  be made f o r  t h e s e  
other  lines of work. They are t o  be s u s t a i n e d ;  but  no t  from t h e  t i t h e . "  

SPECIFIC AREAS OF DIVERSION [Church expense and church b u i l d i n g  i t e m s  
a l r e a d y  g iven] :  "One r e a s o n s  t h a t  t h e  t i t h e  may be a p p r o p r i a t e d  t o  
s choo l  purposes. S t i l l  o t h e r s  would r ea son  t h a t  canvasse r s  and c o l p o r t e r s  
should  be suppor ted  from t h e  t i t h e .  

TITHE SHOULD BE USED I N  FOREIGN MISSION WORK: " H i s  t r e a s u r y  is  depr ived  o f  t h e  
means t h a t  should  be used f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  gospe l  m i n i s t r y  i n  f i e l d s  n igh  
and a f a r  o f f .  . . . 
"Some m i n i s t e r s  who have been s e n t  t o  f o r e i g n  l ands ,  t o  e n t e r  f i e l d s  never  
worked be fo re ,  have been g iven  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  'You must s u s t a i n  you r se lves .  
We have n o t  t h e  meano w i t h  which  t o  support you. ' This ought n u t  t o  b e ,  and it 
would n o t  be i f  t h e  t i t h e ,  w i th  g i f t s  and o f f e r i n g s ,  was brought  i n t o  t h e  
t r e a s u r y .  . . . 
"The opening o f  new f i e l d s  r e q u i r e s  more m i n i s t e r i a l  e f f i c i e n c y  than  we now 
have, and t h e r e  must be means i n  t h e  t r ea su ry .  

MEMBERSHIP NEEDS INSTRUCTION ON TITHE PAYING: "For a l o n g  time t h e  Lord has  
been robbed, because t h e r e  a r e  t hose  who do n o t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  t i t h e  is  
God's r e se rved  po r t i on .  . . . 
"Read c a r e f u l l y  t h e  t h i r d  c h a p t e r  of Malachi,  and s e e  what God s a y s  about  t h e  
t i t h e .  If our churches  w i l l  t a k e  t h e i r  s t a n d  upon t h e  Lord' s word, and be 
fa j  t h f u l  i n  paying their tithe into His t ~ e a s u r y ,  His laborerc will be 
encouraged t o  t a k e  up m i n i s t e r i a l  work." 



I V .  1905--YEAR OF REFORM 

ELLEN WHITE AND NEED FOR INCREASED WORKERS: "There should  be one hundred 
workers  where now t h e r e  is but  one."--Ellen White t o  E l d e r s  P r e s c o t t  and 
Colcord, Jan. 16 ,  1905. EGW Spec ia l  Test imonies,  1905 Volume, p. 43.  

DANIELLS AND RATIONALE FOR RECEIVING PAYMENT FROM TITHE:  "Professor  P r e s c o t t  
is no t  drawing a c e n t  of  s a l a r y  from t h e  t i t h e .  A s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  REVIEW AND 
HERALD, he  i s  paid by t h e  Review and Herald Assoc i a t i on  from i t s  ea rn ings .  
. . . R11t even  i f  Professor Prescott were supported from the  tithe, I see 
no r ea son  why any one  should be i n  t r o u b l e  about  it. He i s  a c l e a n ,  
consc i en t ious ,  hard-working m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  gospe l ,  and i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  
suppor t  as much a s  any one I know o f  i n  t h e  denomination. "--A. G. D a n i e l l s  
t o  C. A. Frede r i ck ,  Jan. 22,  1905. 

GC TITHE REFORM INITIATIVES I N  1905: "The General  Conference is  j u s t  now 
t a k i n g  up t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  s t a r t i n g  a s t r o n g  campaign all over  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  i n  beha l f  o f  an hones t  t i t h e .  I have worked t h i s  matter ou t  from 
many s t a n d p o i n t s ,  and I am thoroughly prepared  t o  demonstrate  t h a t  o u r  
b r e t h r e n  and sisters i n  t h e  United States are n o t  paying more than  h a l f  
a t i t h e ,  and I q u e s t i o n  whether they a r e  paying more t han  a t h i r d  o r  a 
q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  t i t h e  t h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  due t h e  Lord 's  t r e a s u r y .  

"We have dec ided  t o  devote  one q u a r t e r  of o u r  Sabbath-school s t u d i e s  t o  t h e  
s u b j e c t  of t i t h e .  The s t u d i e s  can n o t  begin b e f o r e  t h e  first of  Ju ly .  I 
am s o r r y  we can  no t  beg in  t h e  f i r s t  of Apr i l .  While t h e  Sabbath-school l e s s o n s  
a r e  s e t t i n g  be fo re  our  people t h e  c l a ims  o f  God r e g a r d i n g  t h e  t i t h e ,  we s h a l l  
have s t i r r i n g  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  REVIEW, and t h e  Union and l o c a l  con fe rence  
papers  throughout  t h e  United S t a t e s  d e a l i n g  wi th  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  We s h a l l  a l s o  
urge  conference  o f f i c e r s  and m i n i s t e r s  t o  s tudy  t h i s  s u b j e c t  up, and preach  
on i t  wherever they go among t h e  churches.  We hope t o  g e t  o u t  a s e r i e s  of 
sma l l  l e a f l e t s  d e a l i n g  wi th  t h e  t i t h i n g  q u e s t i o n  from every  s t a n d p o i n t ,  and 
answer q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  by persons  who sometimes a r e  perp lexed  t o  know j u s t  
what c o n s t i t u t e s  a f u l l  t i t h e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  a l l  our  Conference 
Committees and m i n i s t e r s  w i l l  t ake  ho ld  o f  t h i s  work, we s h a l l  be a b l e  t o  
double t h e  t i t h e  o f  our  American Sabbath-keepers. If t h i s  i s  done, i t  w i l l  
p l ace  f i v e  hundred thousand d o l l a r s  i n  t h e  Mission Board Treasury t o  
assist i n  c a r r y i n g  on t h e  work i n  our  Mission fields."--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  
S. G. Huntington, Jan. 22, 1905. RG 11, Bk. 35,  pp. 938-39. 

DANIELLSt OBSERVATIONS AND REACTIONS I N  I O W A  CONCERNING TITHE: "That 
Conference has  a membership o f  3800; i t  is  one of  t h e  r i c h e s t  Conferences,  
i f  no t  t h e  ve ry  r i c h e s t ,  o f  any i n  t h e  denomination. It i s  a l s o  a s t r o n g  
Conference, from an i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t andpo in t .  It h a s  hundreds o f  f a i r l y  w e l l  
educa ted ,  hard-headed men and women. It is  a much s t r o n g e r  Conference i n  
membership and i n  r e s o u r c e s  t han  e i t h e r  t h e  A u s t r a l a s i a n  o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  Union 
Conferences. The t i t h e  h a s  run  down s o  t h a t  i t  amounts t o  on ly  $6 p e r  member 
annual ly .  I do no t  b e l i e v e  t h i s  is more t han  one- four th  of  a f u l l  t i t h e  of 
t h e  membership of t h a t  S t a t e .  I n s t e a d  of  r e c e i v i n g  $25,000, t he  Conference 
should  r e c e l v e  9100,000. I was s u r p r l s e a  t o  s e e  t h e  weal th  r ep re sen ted  by ou r  
people. I t a l k e d  w i t h  more t han  one church member who i s  wor th  from $40,000 
t o  $60,000. I need n o t  t e l l  you t h a t  I s t r u c k  some of  t h e  h e a v i e s t  blows I 
knew how on the  t i t h i n g  qucotion.  I n  the Parkersburg church, we had one of 
t h e  s t i f f e s t  p u l l s  I have had f o r  many a day wi th  a church. There were 



men Presen t  who were worth $60,000, who were no t  paying more than  t e n  o r  
f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s  t i t h e  a year .  Many q u e s t i o n s  were asked,  and a very  deep 
i n t e r e s t  was manifested. The Lord s e n t  H i s  s p i r i t  i n t o  t h e  meeting, and 
convic ted  h e a r t s  of  s i n .  One b r o t h e r  took me home wi th  him a f t e r  t h e  meeting 
c losed ,  and wanted me t o  show him where t i t h i n g  was brought over  i n t o  t h e  New 
Testament a s  a gospel  requirement.  Af t e r  spending an hour wi th  him, he became 
f u l l y  oonvinoed, and t o l d  B r o t h e r  S t a r r  b e f o r e  w e  left t h e  p l a c e ,  that he had 
been robbing God, and t h a t  h e r e a f t e r  he  would pay a f u l l  t i t h e .  This  man, i t  
was es t ima ted ,  was worth a t  l e a s t  $50,000. He had something l i k e  500 a c r e s  
of l and ,  valued a t  from $70 t o  $100 an ac re .  H e  had a b e a u t i f u l  home i n  
Parkersburg,  fu rn i shed  wi th  every modern convenience. There are four  or 
f i v e  men of  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h a t  church. They were p resen t  a t  a l l  our  
meetings. I d i d  not  go behind t h e  bush t o  s e t  be fo re  them t h e i r  d u t i e s ,  
t h e i r  dangers,  and t h e i r  s u r e  damnation i f  they cont inued i n  t h e  course  
they were pursuing.  I n s t e a d  of d r i v i n g  these  men away, they warmed up t o  
me, and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  I could  have remained a week o r  two wi th  them, 
eve ry  onc would have come o u t  s t r o n g  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  work. 

"The f a c t  is, Eugene, our  m i n i s t r y  i n  t h e  Iowa Conference i s  s o  weak t h a t  i t  
i s  unable t o  swing t h a t  g r e a t  body of people. . . . This  t r i p  was ve ry  
h e l p f u l  t o  me. It brought me t o  a d e c i s i o n  wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a plan I had 
been th ink ing  of  f o r  some time, w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  working up t h e  t i t h e s  
throughout t h e  United S t a t e s .  "--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  E. W. Farnsworth, Feb. 5 ,  
1905. RG 11, Bk. 36, p. 125. 

DANIELLS, TITHE REFORM AND 1905 GC SESSION: "1 mean t o  g i v e  t h i s  whole 
[ t i t h e ]  e i t u a t i o n  a r i n g i n g  n o t e  a t  t h e  n e x t  Genera l  Conference. I i n t e n d  t o  
throw a bomb-shell i n t o  t h e  camp. Whether t h i s  w i l l  wreck me o r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
a t  which I s h a l l  aim i t ,  i s  more than I can say ,  but  t h e  time has  come f o r  
some one t o  s t e p  o u t  and s t a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  as they are. "--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t a  
Edith M. Graham, Feb. 6 ,  1905. RG 11, Bk. 36, p. 133. 

INSTITUTIONALISM OR WORLD-WIDE EVANGELISM: "1 do not  know t h a t  I have e v e r  
been nea re r  t h e  l i n e  of u t t e r  discouragement wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p rosecu t ing  our  
f o r e i g n  work than  I have been of  l a t e .  There i s  such a made scramble i n  t h i s  
country  f o r  money t o  bu i ld  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and c a r r y  on l o c a l  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  and 
o u r  l o o a l  Conferences a r c  30 f r e e  t o  opend l a r g e  s w n ~  i n  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  work, 
w i th  but  l i t t l e  r e t u r n s ,  t h a t  we can s c a r c e l y  g e t  t h e  money r e q u i r e d  t o  
suppor t  t h e  s l i m  s t a f f  of workers we have i n  f o r e i g n  l a n d s  wi th  t h e i r  teeming 
m i l l i o n s .  . . . 
"The time has  come f o r  t h i s  whole q u e s t i o n  t o  go t o  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  and people 
of t h i s  country.  We can n o t  hold  o u t  any longer  on t h i s  tack.  Our b r e t h r e n  
must say  whether we s h a l l  do a work of  world-wide evange l i za t ion ,  o r  whether 
we s h a l l  l i m i t  our  o p e r a t i o n s ,  narrow our  c i r c l e ,  and g i v e  our  e n e r g i e s  and 
means more f u l l y  t o  home a f f a i r s .  If t h a t  i s  t h e  t h i n g  t o  do, we a l l  ought 
t o  unde r s t and  i t ,  and r e l i e v e  t h o s e  who have d i f f e r e n t  views from t h e  
unbearable  s t r a i n  they  a r e  under i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  ma in ta in  a d i f f e r e n t  
policy.  While w e  were f r e s h  and v igorous ,  we were hopeful ,  and we kept  
look ing  forward t o  t h e  day when every  m i n i s t e r ,  every  Conference Committee, 
and every church o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  would s e e  t h e  meaning of t h i s  
po l i cy ,  and l i f t  hard  i n  ma in ta in ing  it. But i n  some r e s p e c t s  we a r e  
d isappointed .  



"We have never  main ta ined  f o r  a moment t h e  i d e a  o f  n e g l e c t i n g  ou r  work a t  
home; but  we have thought  t h a t  t h e r e  ought t o  be a more r ea sonab le  and 
e q u i t a b l e  d i v i s i o n  of  o u r  r e s o u r c e s  w i th  t h e  world I s  p e r i s h i n g  m i l l i o n s .  
O u r  b r e t h r e n  may dec ide  on a narrower p o l i c y ,  but  I do n o t  t h i n k  they  can e v e r  
do s o  and j u s t i f y  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  by t h e  f a c t s  which they face.  It w i l l  n o t  
be i n  harmony wi th  what we p r o f e s s ,  no t  w i th  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  e x i s t s  i n  
t h i s  count ry  and i n  f o r e i g n  l ands .  It is  imposs ib l e  t o  produce f a c t s  t h a t  w i l l  
j u s t i f y  a narrower p o l i c y  than  we a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  main ta in ing .  If we l i m i t  
ou r  [ f o r e i g n  mi s s ion ]  o p e r a t i o n s ,  we s h a l l  do s o  a g a i n s t  a l l  r e a s o n ;  but  we 
shal l  have to take that oourse unleoo the re  is  a dec ided  change i n  t h e  
e f f o r t s  p u t  f o r t h  g e n e r a l l y  t o  provide  t h e  means f o r  ma in t a in ing  a po l i cy  as 
broad and p r o g r e s s i v e  as we have a l r e a d y  established."--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  
E. T. R u s s e l l ,  Feb. 8, 1905. RG 11, Bk. 36, pp. 113-15. 

ELLEN WHITE CONTINUES TO CALL FOR TITHE REFORM: "The Lord has  been g r e a t l y  
dishonored by t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  church t o  impar t  o f  t h e i r  means f o r  t h e  
advancement of  t h e  work which he d e s i r e s  t o  s e e  going  forward  wi th  power. I 
e n t r e a t  ny b r e t h r e n  and sisters throughout  t h e  world t o  awaken t o  the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  rests upon them t o  pay a f a i t h f u l  t i t h e .  . . . The 
s u b j e c t  o f  t i t h e s  and o f f e r i n g s  h a s  no t  been dwelt  upon a s  i t  should  have 
been. "--E. G. White, "T i thes  and Of fe r ings ,  Southern Watchman, Feb. 14, 
1905. 

DANIELLS CONTINUES TO BEMOAN THE SCHOOL SITUATION: "I am p o s i t i v e l y  alarmed 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of ou r  i n t e r m e d i a t e  schools .  I r e f e r  t o  the s c h o o l s  
be ing  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  l o c a l  conferences  f o r  our  youth from f o u r t e e n  t o  twenty 
y e a r s  of age. They a r e  a l s o  c a l l e d  i n d u s t r i a l  schools .  These s c h o o l s  a r e  
s p r i n g i n g  up a l l  over  t h e  country.  Conference a f t e r  Conference i s  p lunging  
i n  d e b t  a t  t h e  r a t e  of  from $5,000 t o  $15,000, t o  g e t  t h e s e  s c h o o l s  s t a r t e d .  
And when t h e  promoters  a r e  ready t o  open them, i t  i s  u t t e r l y  imposs ib le  t o  
provide  s u i t a b l e  t e a c h e r s ,  and a n  e f f i c i e n t  management. I look  upon t h e  
i n t e r m e d i a t e  school  as t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  problem i n  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  work."-- 
A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  W. C. White, Feb. 15, 1905. RG 11,  Bk. 36, p. 234. 

DANIELLS EVALUATES ADMINISTRATIVE HANDLING OF TITHE: "Fourteen y e a r s  i n  a 
mis s ion  f i e l d ,  where we had no th ing  t o  s t a r t  w i th ,  and were c o n t i n u a l l y  pressed 
f o r  t h e  ba reo t  n e c e s s i t i e s  t o  e n l a r g e  our  work as t h e  providence of  God opened 
t h e  way, has  g iven  me a f e e l i n g  of  sympathy f o r  t h e  mi s s ion  f i e l d s  t h a t  makes i t  
imposs ib l e  f o r  me t o  pas s  t h e i r  needs ove r ,  and f e e l  a t  r e s t  i n  u s i n g  money 
f r e e l y  i n  t hose  f i e l d s  w h e r e  a l a r g e  lncome h a s  been e s t a b l i s h e d .  

"From my s t a n d p o i n t  many of our  Conference P r e s i d e n t s  a r e  a s  t r u l y  s e l f i s h  
r ega rd ing  Conference f u n d s  as thousands o f  people  are with their own pe r sona l  
a f f a i r s .  I f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  i f  n ine - t en ths  o f  ou r  Conference o f f i c e r s  were 
s t a t i o n e d  i n  South America, South Afr ica ,  China, o r  I n d i a ,  f o r  abou t  f i v e  
y e a r s ,  they would look  upon t h e  use of  conference  funds  i n  an  altogether 
d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t  from what they do a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time. 

"Many of  t he se  Conference p r e s i d e n t s  have never  s t r u g g l e d  f o r  money. They 
nave begun preaching  i n  a Conference t h a t  had a good cons t i t uency  worked up 
by p ionee r s  be fo re  they were born. They have had a f a i r  l i v i n g  from t h e  day 
they  began work, and have f i n a l l y  been p laced  i n  p o s i t i o n s  of  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
whoro thcy have t h e  c o n t r o l  of  funds i n  t h e  Conference wi lhuut  e v e r  naVlng 



had a n  expe r i ence  t h a t  h a s  t augh t  them j u s t  how those  f u n d s  ought  t o  be 
used. 

"some of  them t h i n k  t h a t  they a r e  sp l end id  managers i f  t hey  can o p e r a t e  
t h e i r  Conference a f f a i r s ,  and have a p r e t t y  good s u r p l u s  on  hand a l l  t h e  
t ime f o r  a r a i n y  day. Others  are c o n t e n t  t o  l i v e  from hand t o  mouth, never  
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  t i t h e  a d o l l a r ,  and never  pas s ing  any th ing  on t o  needy f i e l d s  
o u t s i d e  of  t h e i r  own boundaries .  

"To me, t h i s  whole po l i cy  is abhorrent. . . . I do not think many of our 
Conference P r e s i d e n t s  show any g r e a t  f i n a n c i a l  a b i l i t y  t h e  way they a r e  
managing a f f a i r s .  If they would hand over  one-half  o r  two-thirds of  t h e  t i t h e  
t h a t  had been worked up be fo re  they took o f f i c e ,  and then  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  t i t h e  
by e s t a b l i s h i n g  new churches,  and s e c u r i n g  a more g e n e r a l  payment of  t h e  
t i t h e ,  I could g i v e  them some c r e d i t  f o r  knowing how t o  c a r r y  on  a 
p rog re s s ive  pol icy .  "--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  N. P. Nelson, Feb. 17, 1905. RG 11 ,  
Bk. 36, pp. 243-44. 

DANIELLS INFORMS W. C. W H I T E  O F  RETRENCHMENT I N  F O R E I G N  M I S S I O N  WORK: "Some 
months ago [Fred Thornton] wrote  t o  Bro the r  S p i c e r ,  s t a t i n g  h i s  burden t o  go 
t o  Afr ica .  H i s  le t ter  deeply impressed us ,  bu t  we had t o  t e l l  him t h a t  we 
could no t  send him. We a r e  running  s o  s h o r t  on  funds  t h a t  w e  a r e  ob l iged  t o  
d e c l i n e  any a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  f o r e i g n  f i e l d s .  

"By t h e  way, I ought  t o  have w r i t t e n  you be fo re  t h i s  r e g a r d i n g  our  Mission 
Board a f f a i r s .  Our expenses f o r  1904 exceeded t h e  c u r r e n t  r e c e i p t s  
of the y e a r ,  some twelve thousand d o l l a r s .  We have had t o  t ake  t h i s  
amount o u t  of  t h e  l a s t  annual  o f f e r i n g ,  which is  r e a l l y  des igned  [ s i c ]  f o r  1905. 
This  c u t s  down ou r  r e c e i p t s  f o r  1905 t h a t  amount. Now t h a t  w e  a r e  a b l e  t o  
s t a t e  e x a c t l y  ou r  1904 r e c e i p t s ,  we f i n d  t h a t  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  made a t  College 
V i e w  f o r  1905 exceed t h e  r e c e i p t s  f o r  1904 abou t  $22,000; and t a k i n g  o u t  
$12,000 t o  s q u a r e  up accoun t s  f o r  1904, w i l l  l e a v e  a def ic i t  o f  a t  l e a s t  
$34,000 f o r  1905. 

"This  makes i t  a b s o l u t e l y  necessary  f o r  u s  t o  do one o f  two t h i n g s ,  o r ,  
pos s ib ly  two o r  two th ings .  F i r s t ,  we must make a most e a r n e s t  e f f o r t  t o  
i n c r e a s e  ou r  r e c e i p t s ;  bu t  we have been p u t t i n g  f o r t h  ou r  b e s t  e f f o r t s  du r ing  
t h e  las t  two y e a r s ,  and I do no t  know what we can do t h a t  we have n o t  done. 
A t  any r a t e ,  t h e  o f f i c e r s  have done a l l  they  could ,  and u n l e s s  ou r  m i n i s t e r s  
and l o c a l  Conference off icers  and our other brethren of i n f l u e n c e  taKe hold 
w i th  us,  and do more i n  beha l f  o f  miss ions ,  we s h a l l  c e r t a i n l y  have t o  r e t r e n c h .  
We can  no t  con t inue  under t h i s  heavy s t r a i n .  We s h a l l  have t o  g i v e  ou r  
b r e t h r e n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  n o t i c e  t h a t  they  must c u t  down t h e i r  expenses,  and 
we s h a l l  have t o  p o s i t i v e l y  and s t e a d i l y  refuse to send ou t  ano the r  
miss ionary  no matter what t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  do ing  s e r v i c e  may be. We 
can  not  send t h e s e  people abroad wi th  no more a s su rance  than  we have t h a t  
we s h a l l  be a b l e  t o  suppor t  them."--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  W. C. White, Feb. 19 
1905. RG 11, Bk. 36, Pp. 251-52. 

DANIELLS' PLAN TO "SHOCKw AND wAROUSEn DELEGATES TO 1905 GC SESSION: [Re t h e  
work i n  Iowa] "They do no t  need a d o l l a r  more f o r  l o c a l  work than  they a r e  
now rece iv ing .  We ought t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  t i t h e  a t  l e a s t  $50,000, and have 
every d n l l a r  of i t  for fore ign  miss ions .  The Iowa Confcrence i s  perfectly 
w i l l i n g  t o  have every  d o l l a r  of  i n c r e a s e  passed on t o  t h e  General  Conference, 



t o  be used i n  t h e  mi s s ion  f i e l d s .  The r e s o u r c e s  of  t h a t  s t a t e  are enormous, 
and y e t  they a r e  no t  be ing  tapped a t  a l l  as they  should be. 

"And what i s  t r u e  of  Iowa i s  t r u e  t o  a  g r e a t e r  o r  less degree ,  of a l l  t h e  
Conferences l y i n g  west of  the Ohio River, And i t  is a f a c t  t h a t  a l l  those 
r i c h  Conferences i n  t h e  Lake Union and C e n t r a l  Union, pos ses s  g r e a t  r e s o u r c e s  
f o r  advancing t h i s  cause ;  bu t  t hey  are n o t  pouring them o u t  a s  they  should. 
May t h e  Lord h e l p  u s  t o  g e t  hold o f  what he d e s i g n s  h i s  cause  should have. 
I an g r e a t l y  hoping t h a t  o u r  coming General  Conference w i l l  be t h e  means o f  
mightily shocking  the delegates and a r o u s i n g  the  o t a t e o  to  greater 
s a c r i f i c e s  and efforts."--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  L. R. Conradi,  RG 11, Bk. 36, 
p. 384. 

FOCUS UPON LOCAL CONFERENCE AS THE TITHE "STOREHOUSEn: "There i s  one t h i n g  we 
do n o t  encourage, and t h a t  i s  t h a t  our  b r e t h r e n  should  send t h e i r  t i t h e s  away 
from t h e  churches t o  which they  belong. The General  Conference o f f i c e r s  a r e  
ve ry  p a r t i c u l a r  about  t h i s .  We a d v i s e  everybody t o  pay t h e i r  t i t h e s  t o  t h e  
churches where t h e i r  membership is e n r o l l e d .  When we r e c e i v e  t i t h e s  from 
any of  our  b re th ren ,  we r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  t h e  l o c a l  Conference i n  which they  
l i v e ,  and g i v e  them c r e d i t  f o r  it. "--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  J. 0. Beard, March 
7 ,  1905. RG 11, Bk. 36,  P. 387. 

TITHE REFORM SEEN AS SOLUTION TO 1905 FOREIGN MISSION PROBLEM: "1 be l i eve  
t h e r e  i s  a p l an  f o r  u s  t o  adopt  by which o u r  means f o r  t h e  suppor t  and 
enlargement  of a l l  our  miss ionary  e n t e r p r i s e s  can be very  g r e a t l y  i nc reased .  
This  p l an  h a s  a s c r i p t u r a l  b a s i s .  It w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  appea l  t o  t h e  
consc ience  o f  o u r  people. It w i l l  work wi thout  f r i c t i o n ,  It w i l l  draw from 
a l l ,  bu t  w i l l  opp re s s  none. It w i l l  be as s u r e  a s  t h e  r i s i n g  o f  t h e  sun. And 
i t  w i l l  add t o  ou r  mi s s ion  funds  a t  l e a s t  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  
annual ly .  

"I r e f e r  t o  t h e  t i t h i n g  system. I have g iven  t h i s  s u b j e c t  a good d e a l  of 
s tudy  t h e  las t  s i x  months, and I am as sure as I l i v e  t h a t  t h i s  is  o u r  ve ry  
b e s t  r e sou rce  f o r  our  miss ionary  e n t e r p r i s e s .  The t i t h e  i s  t h e  Lord ' s  f o r  
t h e  suppor t  o f  H i s  gospe l  workers. It is  des igned  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  m i n i s t e r s ,  
B i b l e  workers ,  and m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  mi s s ion  f i e l d s  a s  much a s  i n  o rgan ized  
Conferences. This  p l an  is  n o t  new and d a z z l i n g ;  but  i t  i s  d iv ine .  It i s  
s imple ,  workable, and e f f i c i e n t .  . . . 
"A careful and conse rva t ive  estimate of t h e  wages r ece ived  by a dozen o r  
f i f t e e n  d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s  of wage e a r n e r s ,  shows t h a t  t h e  t i t h e s  o f  t h e  
American Sabbath-keepers  should be doubled. I have had t h i s  worked ou t  by 
d i f f e r e n t  persons  who know t h e  r a t e  of  wages be ing  pa id ,  and a l s o  t h e  p r o f i t s  
on farms o f  80 and 160 a c r e s ,  and t h e  lowes t  p o s s i b l e  e s t i m a t e  any one w i l l  
ask f o r ,  g i v e s  an average  wage on f o u r t e e n  c l a s s e s  o f  work of $9.64 a week, o r  
an  average y e a r l y  income o f  $501.42, The t i t h e  on  t h i s  i s  $50.14. F o r  two 
persons  i n  t h e  fami ly ,  both of  whom belong t o  t h e  church,  t h i s  would make a 
t i t h e  o f  $25.07 each. If t h r e e  members of  t h e  f ami ly  belong t o  t h e  church,  
t h i s  would be a t i t h e  of $16.71 f o r  each. It i s  g e n e r a l l y  admi t ted  t h a t  ou r  
church  members do n o t  average  more than  t h r e e  t o  a family.  

"The most c o n s e r v a t i v e  f i g u r e s  c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  known f a c t s  demonst ra te  t h a t  
the average t i t h e  of the North American Sabbath-keepera ought tw be $16.75. 
If t h i s  were pa id ,  t h e r e  would be added t o  ou r  t i t h e s  annua l ly ,  $456,000. This  



would s u r e l y  add a t  l e a s t  a q u a r t e r  of a m i l l i o n  t o  our missions. T h i s  is 
about $50,000 more than double a l l  t h a t  we now rece ive  i n  donations from the  
American churches f o r  missions. 

"Brother White, I do not bel ieve  we a r e  working on r i g h t  l i n e s  t o  g e t  money 
f o r  our missions. We a r e  neglect ing t o  l ead  the  people t o  r e t u r n  t o  God h i s  
own i n  t i t h e s .  We a r e  permit t ing them t o  r o b  H i m ,  and because of our l a c k  of 
funds f o r  gospel  work, we a r e  having a genera l  scramble by a l l  f o r  donations. 
But with all our e f f o r t s ,  our p e r p l e x i t i e s ,  and schemes, and expenditure of 
energy and money, we do not g e t  what we need. I am s u r e  t h e r e  is  a more 
e x c e l l e n t  way. Let  us appeal  t o  the  conscience f o r  an honest t i t h e .  If our 
people can not be moved on t h i s ,  we can not expect  very much conscience on 
the  point  of giving. A man who h a b i t u a l l y  evades paying h i s  honest ob l iga t ions ,  
is not a very e n t h u s i a s t i c  g iver .  

"If all our Union Conference o f f i c e r s  and the  managers of a l l  our l ead ing  l i n e s  
of  work, and the  e l d e r s  of our churches, would u n i t e  on a t i t h e  campaign, 
we would soon see  a l a r g e  increase .  The Sabbath-school l e s s o n s  f o r  next 
q u a r t e r  a r e  t o  be on t i t h i n g .  We should p r i n t  a r t i c l e s  i n  a l l  our genera l ,  
f o r e i g n ,  Univn, and l u u a l  Conference papers on t l t n l n g .  Our m i n i s t e r s  should 
preach sermons on the  t i t h i n g  system. Small l e a f l e t s  conta ining clean-cut  
arguments and answering a l l  s o r t s  of ques t ions  regarding t i t h i n g ,  should be 
placed i n  t h e  homes of all  our people .  A e i x  monthof c f f o r t  of t h i s  s o r t  would 
br ing enormous re tu rns .  

"Now, I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  whole s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  undeniable f a c t s  before  us, 
demand t h a t  we cease scrapping and wrangling over donations,  and t h a t  we 
un i t ed ly  take hold t o  l ead  our people t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  cause of God t h a t  
which i s  his .  I know t h a t  t h e  majori ty of the  Conferences i n  the North w i l l  
g ladly  devote all the  inc rease  of t i t h e  from t h i s  e f f o r t  t o  the  missions. 
Many a r e  pledged t o  g ive  up t o  one-half of a l l  they now receive .  The inc rease  
can be devoted t o  missions. This w i l l  be r egu la r ,  and t h e  increase  w i l l  be 
s u b s t a n t i a l .  The Southern Missionary 3ociety can share i n  this, and be 
g r e a t l y  helped. And a l l  t h i s  w i l l  prove what the  tes t imonies  declare ,  
namely :-- 

"'If one and a l l  would accept i t  [ t i t h i n g  system], each would be made a 
v i g i l a n t  and f a i t h f u l  t r e a s u r e r  f o r  God; and the re  would be no want of means 
with which t o  ca r ry  forward the  g r e a t  work of  sounding t h e  l a s t  message of 
warning t o  the  world. The t r easury  w i l l  be f u l l  i f  a l l  adopt t h i s  system, 
and the  con t r ibu to r s  w i l l  not  be l e f t  the  poorer. '"--A. G. Danie l ls  t o  
J. E. White, March 10, 1905. RG 11,  1905--W. 

CONTENTS OF PREVIOUS LETTER SENT TO MRS. WHITE: "1 am enclos ing t o  you a 
copy of a l e t t e r  of some leng th  I have w r i t t e n  t o  Brother J. E. White. I 
do so w j t h  the hope that you w i l l  read i t  with o p e c i o l  c a r c ,  and write me 
your impressions of it. If you deem i t  worth the  while,  I would be glad i f  you 
could present  a t  l e a s t  a por t ion  of i t  t o  your mother. I would l i k e  t o  have 
her  know where we s tand,  and how e a r n e s t l y  we a r e  endeavoring to do all t h a t  
i s  i n  our power t o  a i d  the  work i n  the  South. I have g r e a t  confidence i n  the  
he lp  t h a t  would come t o  us from the  t i t h e  i f  t h i s  mat ter  were properly 
worked among our people throughout the  United S t a t e s .  "--A. G. Danie l ls  t o  
W. C. Whlte, March 13, 1905. HG 11, Bk. 36, p. 482. 



DANIELLS' FOCUS ON LOCAL CONFERENCE AS TITHE "STOREHOUSE, " BUT EXCEPTIONS 
NOTED: "We e a r n e s t l y  advise every church member i n  the  world t o  pay h i s  
t i t h e s  t o  the church t o  which he belongs, and t h a t  donations made t o  
l a b o r e r s  o r  mission f i e l d s  be s e n t  through t h e  t r easury  of the  l o c a l  
conference i n  which the donor res ides .  . . . 
"Our reason f o r  advis ing t h a t  a l l  t i t h e s  be paid t o  the  church t o  which the  
t i the-payer belongs, i s  t h a t  we bel ieve  t h i s  is  gospel order. If t h i s  order  
is  not followed, g r e a t  harm may come t o  the  cause. If the  church o f f i c e r s  t o  
which the  ind iv idua l s  belong do not r ece ive  the  t i t h e s ,  they can form no i d e a  
a s  t o  who is paying t i t h e ,  and how much is paid. If the  Conference i n  which 
the  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e s i d e  does not  r ece ive  the  t i t h e s  of its members, i t  h a s  no 
s u r e  b a s i s  of support ,  o r  f i n a n c i a l  s t a b i l i t y .  And i f  church members t ake  the  
l i b e r t y  t o  send t i t h e s  and donations t o  workers i n  the  f i e l d s  without 
counsel l ing with the  Conference Committees, t h e r e  is no t e l l i n g  how much 
c e r t a i n  l a b o r e r s  may be receiving.  . . . 
"We endeavor t o  encourage conferences,  min i s t e r s ,  and people t o  follow these 
plans ;  but we can not coerce any one. I wish a l l  the  Iowa bre thren would be 
pleaoed t o  pay t h e i r  t i t h e s  t o  the  chur-ches tu which they belong, and send 
t h e i r  donations t o  the  S t a t e  t r easury ,  spec i fy ing  what they want done wi th  
them. I do not th ink t h a t  e i t h e r  the  General Conference o r  t h e  Iowa 
Conference should press the thing so h a r d  t h a t  we will make a bad matter 
worse. I f  I were i n  your p lace ,  I would encourage a l l  the  bre thren who 
a r e  sending money t o  your f i e l d  [North Carolina],  t o  send i t  through the 
S t a t e  Conference. I would not send t h e i r  names and the  amount they send t o  
you, t o  t h e  Iowa Conference. A t  our General Conference o f f i c e ,  we rece ive  
more or  l e s s  money from i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  l o c a l  Conferences who a r e  no t iona l ,  
and w i l l  not  pay t h e i r  money t o  the  l o c a l  Conference. We do not send t h e i r  
names back t o  the Conferences, but we do give  the  conferences i n  which these 
persons r e s i d e ,  c r e d i t  f o r  the  amount the  p a r t i e s  send us. We do not  want any 
one t o  send u s  t h e i r  t i t h e ,  but we do not want t o  t r e a t  the  mat ter  i n  a way 
that will make things worse. "--A. G. Daniello t o  T. N. Jeys, March 14, 1905. 
RG 11, Bk. 36, pp. 489, 491, 492. 

DANIELLS SEES RETRENCHMENT I N  1905 MISSION PROGRAM: "We have r e s o l u t e l y  set 
our f a c e s  t o  not enlarge  our missionary opera t ions  any more u n t i l  our f o r e i g n  
work rece ives  l a r g e r  support. It has  c o s t  us  more than I can ever convey t o  
you i n  words t o  make t h i s  decision.  Before us  was p i l ed  up on o w  f i l e s  the  
most encouraging r e p o r t s  from mission f i e l d s ,  accompanied by the  most e a r n e s t  
and cons i s t en t  appeals  t h a t  can be made f o r  t h e  enlargement of t h e i r  work. 
Mixed with these  documents a r e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  from devoted men and women of  good 
attainments t o  go t o  the  mission f i e l d s  where the Lord i s  blessrng our work 
s o  abundantly, and from which the re  come such press ing appeals  f o r  help. A l l  
of t h i s  i s  i n  pe r fec t  harmony wi th  the  nature  of our message, and the  end t o  
which we have looked s i n c e  t h i s  work began, namely, the proolamation o f  t h e  
gospel of the  Kingdom i n  a l l  the world f o r  a wi tness  unto a l l  nations.  . . . 
"We have been compelled t o  t e l l  our l a b o r e r s  i n  fo re ign  f i e l d s  t h a t  they must 
not expect  u s  t o  inc rease  our appropr ia t ions ,  nor our s t a f f  o f  workers t h i s  
year. While t h i s  is  a g r i e f  t o  them, they have a l l  w r i t t e n  back brave 
words, and have buckled on the  harness  f o r  a s t ronger  e f f o r t  themselves. 
Some of them have volunteered t o  s e l l  books, and a l d  i n  supporting 



themselves, i f  we can keep the  s t a f f  a l ready i n  the  f i e l d ,  and poss ibly  send 
them j u s t  a l i t t l e  more help. 

"There i s  one f e a t u r e  very dear  t o  my h e a r t  t h a t  I want t o  pass  on t o  you, 
and t h a t  i s  t h a t  not one of our  miss ionar ies  p leads  t o  r e t u r n  home. On t h e  
o t h e r  hand, they beg t o  remain, even i f  they have t o  t ake  lower wages and work 
day and n igh t  t o  assist i n  suppor t ing themselves. I want t o  t e l l  you t h a t  we 
have a grand l o t  of workers i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and they a r e  ac tua ted  by a l o f t y ,  
C h r i s t i a n  s p i r i t .  They a r e  genuine miss ionar ies .  

"1 do not know t h a t  I need t o  say more on t h i s  point .  I have w r i t t e n  t o  no 
o t h e r  person i n  the  denomination a s  I have now w r i t t e n  t o  you regard ing  
our p resen t  s i t u a t i o n .  I be l i eve  you w i l l  sympathize with us ,  and w i l l  pray 
the Lurd to open the  way f o r  u s  t o  r ev lve  a s t r o n g  progress ive  policy."--A. 
G. Dan ie l l s  t o  W. C. White, March 16, 1905. RG 1 1 ,  Bk. 36, pp. 553-55. 

ELLEN WHITE F O C U S E S  ON TITHE REFORM TO AVOID NEED FOR RETRENCHMENT; "My 
brethren and s i s t e r s ,  do you plead f o r  retrenchment i n  t h e  evange l i ca l  work? . . . The t r u t h  f o r  t h i s  time must be c a r r i e d  t o  those who have never 
heard it. . . . S h a l l  t h e  people of God become c a r e l e s s  and indif fnrent, 
and r e f u s e  t o  l a y  by of t h e i r  means f o r  t h e  advancement of h i s  work? . . . 
"Let God's people pay a f a i t h f u l  t i t h e ,  and l e t  them a l s o ,  from paren t s  t o  
ch i ld ren ,  l a y  aside f o r  the  Lord the  money t h a t  i s  s o  o f t e n  s p e n t  f o r  
s e l f - g r a t i f i c a t i o n .  "--Ellen White, "Retrenchment, " New York I n d i c a t o r ,  
March 22, 1905. [This a r t i c l e  appeared i n  a number of s t a t e  papers around 
this t i m e .  ] 

"EVERY STATE MUST HAVE A SCHOOL AND A SANITARIUM[?]": I f e e l  almost overwhelmed 
wi th  discouragement a s  I look about over t h i s  country and see the tendency of 
our  conf'erences t o  spend every d o l l a r  they can r a i s e  upon t h e i r  home i n t e r e s t s .  . . . I can not bel ieve  t h a t  our Conferences he re  should have from twenty t o  
f o r t y  l a b o r e r s ,  whi le  Barotseland [ s i c ]  with i t s  m i l l i o n s  of people i n  t h e  
darkness of neathenlsm, without a s i n g l e  l a b o r e r  a t  present ,  and w i l l  only  
have t h i s  one man dur ing the  next yea r  or  so. We could f i n d  Conferences t h a t  
would be w i l l i n g  t o  pay the  wages of a l a b o r e r  if they had the  s o r t  t o  send; 
but they could not see their way clear t o  pay such heavy t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
and the  Mission Board i s  without funds  f o r  advance work. . . . 
"I be l i eve  t h a t  t h i s  message i s  t o  be preached i n  a l l  the world fop a wi tnes s  
unto a l l  nations.  Nineteen-twentieths of humanity i s  o u t s i d e  of  the  United 
S t a t e s ,  and y e t  a good dea l  more than nineteen- twent ie ths  o f  a l l  the  money 
we spend, and a l l  the  l a b o r e r s  we have, a r e  centered upon t h e  work i n  t h i s  
country. There IS no consis tency,  no harmony whatever, between t h e  t h i n g  
we preach, and the t h i n g  we do. 

"The off  iaers o f  t h e  General Confcrcnce have p u l l e d  agaiuut this tremendous 
c u r r e n t  f lowing inward f o r  f o u r  years .  We have f e l t  t h a t  the  a t t e n t i o n  of  our 
people must be turned t o  t h e  g r e a t  f i e l d s  abroad. But every  s t a t e  must have 
a school and a sani tar ium,  and s o  much must be used i n  operating the 
machinery t h a t  i s  s e t  i n  motion, t h a t  i t  is  a l l  the  poor people can do t o  
meet home demands."--A. G. Dan ie l l s  t o  H. H. Burkholder, March 27, 1905. 
RG 11 , Bk. 3 6 ,  pp. 722-24. 



PROTEST FROM THE PACIFIC COAST: "Your p r i v a t e  l e t t e r  t o  W. C. White, g i v i n g  t h e  
s t a t u s  o f  General  Conference and Mission Board funds ,  and t h e  g r e a t  need o f  
Fore ign  Missions,  has a roused  a b i g  i n t e r e s t  h e r e  on t h e  Coast ,  and t h e  
P a c i f i c  P r e s s  h a s  t h e  p l e a s u r e  of  t a k i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t e p  toward a v igo rous  
p r o t e s t  o f  t h e  most p r a c t i c a l  kind,  a g a i n s t  c l o s i n g  t h e  door s  which God is  
opening i n  f o r e i g n  f i e l d s .  The s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  of  you r  l e t t e r  was r e f e r r e d  t o  
i n  Chapel e x e r c i s e s  Sunday morning, and s e v e r a l  spoke wi th  warm enthusiasm 
toward t h e  p o i n t  o f  something t a n g i b l e  be ing  done t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  
headquar te rs .  A committee composed o f  Bre th ren  Hall, Nordyke, and myself ,  was 
appoin ted  t o  pu t  through a plan. We drew up a l e t t e r  i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  
paragraphs  from your s  t o  W. C. White, and on Monday morning r e a d  t h i s  l e t t e r  
a t  morning worsh ip  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  departments .  During t h e  day we passed l i t t l e  
cash  envelopes  and dona t ion  s l i p s ,  enc losed  i n  an envelope,  t o  every  employee 
i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  . . . The dona t ion  amounts t o  $165. . . . P r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  now 
on f o o t  t o  ex tend  t h i s  e f f o r t  i n d e f i n i t e l y  s o  t h a t  many of  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  may go 
t o  t h e  [General]  Conference wi th  g i f t s  i n  t h e i r  hands, which w i l l  e x p r e s s  i n  t h e  
s t r o n g e s t  p o s s i b l e  terms, a p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  c u r t a i l i n g  our  Foreign Mission 
work, and an  appea l  i n  beha l f  o f  a r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f u n d s  i n  such  a way t h a t  
Fore ign  Missions may r e c e i v e  a s t r o n g e r  suppor t .  . . . 
"I s i n c e r e l y  t r u s t  t h a t  you w i l l  h e a r  much more from t h i s  movement. I 
unders tand  t h a t  W. C. White, E lde r  C o r l i s s ,  and S i s t e r  White a r e  t a k i n g  i t  up. 
May the Lord strengthen their efforts. "--E. R. Palmer  to A. G .  D a n i e l l s ,  March 
28, 1905. RG 11, 1905--Palmer, E. R. 

PACIFIC COAST ACTION BECOMES BASIS FOR REACTION THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES: 
[I] "am praying  d a i l y ,  y e s ,  a lmost  each  hour,  t h a t  t h e  Lord w i l l  h e l p  you and 
your mother, and Brother  C o r l i s s  t o  g e t  t h i s  movement be fo re  ou r  people i n  such  
a t a n g i b l e ,  v igo rous  way t h a t  t h e  good s p i r i t  w i l l  r un  through every church 
and l n s t l t u t i o n  I n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  What a s p l e n d i d  showing t h e r e  might be 
as t h e  r e s u l t .  

"1 have been thinking of a p lan  like t h i s ;  Select paragraphs from Bro the r  
D a n i e l l s t  l e t t e r  a s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  in format ion .  You and your  mother, and 
Bro the r  C o r l i s s ,  each,  w r i t e  a warm, pe r sona l  l e t t e r  concern ing  i t .  Enclose 
a l i t t l e  ske t ch  of what has been done at the P a c i f i o  Press, and how i t  wan 
done, and t h e n  p r e s e n t  a l i t t l e  o u t l i n e  of  j u s t  how i t  should  be c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  
each  i n s t i t u t i o n  and i n  each  Conference. Send t h e  l e t t e r  t o  each  Conference 
P r e s i d e n t  wi th  sugges t ion  t h a t  he have them placed  as q u i c k l y  as p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  
hands o f  every church e l d e r  and worker i n  h i s  Conference; also send them t o  
t h e  Manager of every i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  "--E. R. Palmer t o  W. C. 
White, March 29, 1905. RG 11, 1905--Palmer, E. R. 

[Th i s  p l an  was fol lowed.]  

ELLEN WHITE AGATN REACTS--FOCUSING UPON TITHE REFORM: "1 have a message t o  bea r  
t o  our  people. For  weeks I have n o t  been a b l e  t o  s l e e p  f o r  more than  a few 
hours  each  n ight .  . . . S h a l l  t h e  number of  l a b o r e r s  be l i m i t e d  t o  a ve ry  few, 
when many should be improving t h e  p r e s e n t  oppor tun i ty  t o  ca l l  the at.t.ention o f  
t h e  people t o  t h e  t r u t h  f o r  t h i s  t ime?  . . . 
" I n s t r u c t i o n  h a s  been g iven  me t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a wi thho ld ing  of  t h e  t i t h e  t h a t  
should  be f a l t h f u l l y  brought  i n t o  t h e  Lord ' s  t r e a s u r y ,  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  
m i n i s t e r s  and m i s s i o n a r i e s  who a r e  opening t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  t o  t h e  people,  and 



working from house t o  house. . . . The m i n i s t e r s  and e v a n g e l i s t s  who a r e  
l a b o r i n g  i n  t h e  Lord ' s  v ineya rd ,  must be supported.  We may have a p a r t  i n  t h e  
work by b r ing ing  t o  t h e  s to rehouse  means f o r  t h e  sus t enance  o f  t h e  Lord ' s  
chosen ones. 

" In  t h e  p l ace  of complaining o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  General  Conference because 
they can  n o t  respond t o  the  m u l t i p l i e d  c a l l s  f o r  men and means, l e t  ou r  church- 
members bea r  a l i v i n g  tes t imony t o  t h e  power o f  t h e  t r u t h  by denying self,  
and g i v i n g  l i b e r a l l y  f o r  t h e  advancement o f  t h e  work. Let ou r  sisters save  by 
r e f u s i n g  t o  put  expens ive  trimmings on t h e i r  garments. Le t  every  unnecessary 
expense be c u t  down. Let every f ami ly  b r i n g  t h e i r  t i t h e s  and o f f e r i n g s  t o  t h e  
Lord. 

"Most e a r n e s t  work is  now t o  be done i n  proc la iming  t h e  message of  p r e s e n t  
t r u t h .  Every v o i c e  is  now t o  harmonize; every b e l i e v e r  i s  t o  u n i t e  i n  u r g i n g  
obedience t o  t h e  law proclaimed from S ina i .  L e t  u s  u n i t e  wi th  t h e  a n g e l s  o f  
heaven i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t o  our  people i n  every p l ace  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  paying a 
f a i t h f u l  t i t h e  and of  b r i n g i n g  t o  t h e  Lord l i b e r a l  g i f t s  and o f f e r i n g s .  

"Nevcr wao t h c r c  a more important t i m e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  our wurk than  a t  
p re sen t .  The message i n  t h e  t h i r d  c h a p t e r  of  Malachi comes t o  us, ho ld ing  
up before  u s  t he  need of honesty i n  ou r  r e l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  Lord and h i s  work. 
My b re th ren ,  t h e  money t h a t  you use t o  buy and sell and get ga in  w i l l  be a 
c u r s e  t o  you i f  you wi thhold  from t h e  Lord t h a t  which i s  h i s .  The means 
e n t r u s t e d  t o  you by t h e  Lord f o r  t h e  advancement of  h i s  work should  be used 
i n  sending  t h e  gospe l  t o  a l l  p a r t s  of  ou r  world. 

"The c u r s e  of  God w i l l  s u r e l y  come upon those  who r o b  him i n  t i t h e s  and 
o f f e r i n g s .  . . . 
"Thousands upon thousands a r e  p e r i s h i n g  i n  s i n ,  and a l a c k  o f  means i s  
h i n d e r i n g  the  proc lamat ion  o f  t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  i s  t o  be c a r r i e d  t o  a l l  n a t i o n s ,  
and k ind reds ,  and tongues,  and peoples, There are men ready to go forth as 
t h e  Lord ' s  messengers, but because o f  a l a c k  o f  means i n  t h e  t r e a s u r y  they  
can not be s e n t  t o  t h e  p l aces  where people a r e  begging f o r  some one t o  come 
and t each  them t h e  t ruth."--Ellen White, "The Work f o r  This  Time," March 28, 
1905 i n  Advent Review, Apr i l  20, 1905, pp. 8-9. 

A. G. DANIELLS AND THE BATTLE BETWEEN INSTITUTIONALISM AND EVANGELISM: "If 
t h e r e  is  any th ing  i n  co ld ,  hard,  UnanSWered SaCtS and f ' igures ,  t h i s  
denomination is  s u r e l y  coming t o  a f e a r f u l  c r i s i s .  I b e l i e v e  i t  is a scheme o f  
t h e  d e v i l  t o  put  u s  i n  a p o s i t i o n  where we can n o t  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  g r e a t  purpose 
o f  t h i s  oause, namely, tho e v a n g c l i z a t i o n  of t h e  world. I do not  need t o  t a l l  
you t h a t  eve r  s i n c e  I came t o  America t h e  l e a d i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  my p o l i c y  and 
program h a s  been t o  develop  e v a n g e l i s t i c  work. While I have s a i d  much and 
l abo red  ha rd  i n  beha l f  of t h e  g r e a t  d e s t i t u t e  mi s s ion  fie1 d s  jn other lands, I 
have n o t  been opposed t o  e a r n e s t  e v a n g e l i s t i c  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  home land.  I 
am i n  f a v o r  of working e a r n e s t l y  i n  ou r  l a r g e  c i t i e s ,  and i n  t h e  unworked p a r t s  
of  t h e  Southern  f i e l d  and a l l  o t h e r  unworked p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  United S t a t e s .  
But t h e  e f f o r t  I f e e l  burdened t o  make is t o  go t o  t h e  people wi th  t h e  t h i r d  
a n g e l ' s  message as u e  d i d  from twenty-f ive t o  f i f t y  y e a r s  ago. I can  n o t  s e e  
t h e  need o f  s o  many schoo l s ,  s an i t a r iums ,  and such  l a r g e  p u b l i s h i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  
Thc m u l t i p l i c i t y  of t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  tends t o  d r a i n  t h e  t r e a s u r l e s  of  o u r  
Conferences,  and t o  t i e  up o u r  m i n i s t e r s  and young men and women o f  t a l e n t  



i n  opera t ing  the  machinery of the  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  This i s  not the way t h i s  cause 
was extended s o  rap id ly  i n  the  pioneer period. It i s  not t h e  way it is  pushed 
wi th  such success  today i n  f o r e i g n  lands.  I do not o b j e c t  t o  reasonable 
e f f o r t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I know t h a t  we must have school f a c i l i t i e s ;  
I know, too,  t h a t  we must have p r i n t i n g  p resses  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  t u r n  out  our 
l i t e r a t u r e ,  and we must have sani tar iums he re  and t h e r e ;  but when i t  comes 
t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  one o r  more of these  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  each l o c a l  Conference, I 
th ink  we a r e  overdoing the  mat ter  a l toge the r .  

"Take, f o r  ins tance ,  the  S t a t e  of Michigan. We have a t  B a t t l e  Creek a l a r g e  
College i n  opera t ion.  Not l e s s  than 200 s t u d e n t s  I suppose a r e  a t t end ing  t h a t  
school. Only s i x t y  mi les  west we have Berr ien  Spr ings  College, with a n  
investment of something l i k e  $100,000, or  even more. A t  Cedar Lake, not  more 
than a good s l i n g  sho t  from Berr ien  Springs,  we have the  Cedar Lake Academy, 
the  West Michigan Conference in termedia te  school. Now i t  would seem as 
though t h i s  would answer f o r  the  l i t t l e  s t a t e  of Michigan; but, no; i t  i s  not 
enough. The East Michigan Conference must have a school;  and so  a t  the  p resen t  
time the re  i s  being e rec ted  a ten-thousand-dollar school a t  Holly, c a l l e d  the 
Adelphian Academy. You could almost shoot an arrow from a s i n g l e  point  
over the  four  buildings.  T h e  investruant i n  those b u i l d i n g s  car1 not be l e s s  
than $250,000. 

"In a d d i t i o n  t o  these  educatinnal  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t.he I.aka Union Conference, 
they have q u i t e  a l a r g e  school a t  Bethel ,  Wis.; another a t  Sheridan, Ill.; 
and still  another at Boggstown, Ind.; and you a r e  q u i t e  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  
splendid  i n s t i t u t i o n  a t  M t .  Vernon, i n  Ohio. 

"Now the  r e s u l t  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  s o  many schools  i n  t h i s  small  a r e a  of t e r r i t o r y  
is t h i s :  It taxes  our people almost t o  t h e i r  limit t o  provide the  funds 
required t o  build and equip these  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I n  f a c t  the  promoters a r e  
obliged t o  go heavi ly  i n t o  debt. This e r e c t s  a b a r r i e r  a g a i n s t  secur ing he lp  
f o r  t h e i r  f i e l d s .  A s  long a s  the  bre thren and s i s t e r s  know t h a t  they have 
heavy o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  m e e t ,  thay have l i t t l e  courage t o  raise money f o r  o t h e r  
p a r t s  of the  country. 

"Minnesota, South Dakota, North Dakota, and Manitoba a r e  a l l  s t r u g g l i n g  with 
the  same d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Here i n  the  East ,  the  South Lancaster  Academy h a s  
been b a t t l i n g  f o r  twenty-five yea r s  with a heavy f i n a n c i a l  burden. Now the  
Melrose Sanitarium has  climbed t h e  ladder  of debt  t o  the  amount of 
$45,187.57. . . . 
"Brother Sharp, here i s  the  outcome of a l l  t h i s  mad plunging i n t o  debt t o  
establish institutions: It a b s o r b s  so much of the t i m e ,  energies, and means 
of our American people t h a t  they can not g ive  the  fo re ign  f i e l d s  what is 
c a l l e d  f o r .  Sometimes i t  looks  t o  me a s  though t h i s  whole move w i l l  r e s u l t  
i n  the  U n j t e d  States being l e f t  to itself t o  attend t o  i t s  home i n t e r e s t s ,  
while our workers and Conferences ou t s ide  of t h i s  country w i l l  have t o  
depend upon t h e i r  own resources  t o  a l a r g e  ex ten t  t o  develop t h e i r  work. . . . 
"1 bel ieve  t h a t  a band of consecrated,  e n e r g e t i c  miss ionar ies ,  s t rong  i n  f a i t h ,  
can go t o  Great  B r i t a i n ,  Scandinavia, Germany, Africa,  South America, o r  
Aus t ra las ia ,  and bui ld  up a mighty cause wi th  very l i t t l e  he lp  from our North 
American churches. But It can not be done by making 1nst l tu t ioI la l lSm the  
l ead ing  fea tu re .  Evangelism must be f i r s t .  The preaching of the t h i r d  ange l ' s  



message--wi thout schools,  p r i n t i n g  houses of our own, o r  sani tar iums,  - - w i l l  
develop a consti tuency i n  a l l  lands t h a t  w i l l  be of g r e a t e r  s e r v i c e  than a l l  
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  we can e r e c t .  

"Now I do not want you t o  draw the  conclusion t h a t  I am not i n  favor of 
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  My record i n  Aus t ra l i a  bears  wi tness  t o  my pos i t ion  on t h i s  
po in t ;  but I do bel ieve  t h a t  t h e r e  is a l i m i t  t o  the  value of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
e f f o r t  i n  [promoting] evange l i ca l  work; and I bel ieve  t h a t  our American 
Conferences a r e  pass ing beyond that l i m i t ,  and so weakening t h e i r  pos i t ion.  "-- 
A. G. Daniel ls  t o  Smith Sharp, Apr i l  5 ,  1905. RG 11, Bk. 36, pp. 753-57. 

ELLEN WHITE DISCOURAGES USE OF SECOND TITHE FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES, BUT SUGGESTS 
ITS POSSIBLE USE FOR EVANGELISTIC PURPOSES: "In regard t o  the  school work, 
I have been i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  the  plan of charging s t u d e n t s  nothing f o r  
t u i t i o n ,  depending on the second t i t h e  t o  support  the  school, w i l l  always 
l eave  the  school i n  t h e  condi t ion of f i n a n c i a l  embarrassment. When I first 
heard of t n l s  movement 1 thought 1 would l e t  i t  be worked out ,  but I t e l l  
you now t h a t  t h e  l i g h t  given me i s  t h a t  o t h e r  p lans  w i l l  have t o  be made 
than the p lan of suppor t ing schools from the  second t i t h e .  Students  should 
be oharged a reasonable price for  t h e i r  t u i t i o n .  There w i l l  b e  an abundance 
of p laces  t o  use the  second t i t h e  i n  doing e a r n e s t  missionary work i n  new 
places.  "--Ellen White t o  E. S. Ballenger,  April 7 ,  1905. L e t t e r  103, 1905. 

1904 STATISTICAL REPORT STRENGTHENS DANIELLS RESOLVE: "We have j u s t  completed 
our s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t s  f o r  the  year ,  and we f i n d  i n  these  f i g u r e s  same f a c t s  
which must cause our bre thren t o  s e r i o u s l y  r e f l e c t  upon the  pol icy  t h a t  is  
being pursued. We f i n d  t h a t  i n  fo re ign  lands  where the  bre thren a r e  pushing 
ou t  i n t o  new f i e l d s  and preaching the  t h i r d  angel ' s  message without c r e a t i n g  
f i n a n c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  of any s o r t ,  the  progress  of the  cause is  much g r e a t e r ,  
a l l  things ccxnpared, than i n  t h e  North American Conferences, where w e  a r e  
obliged t o  spend s o  much of our time and energies  upon the  complications 
t h a t  grow out  of our i n s t i t u t i o n a l  policy.  I n  f a c t ,  i n  the  United S t a t e s  
where we have spent  something like $500,000, w e  have added about 1300 members 
dur ing the  l a s t  year,  whi le  i n  the  f o r e i g n  Union Conferences, where they have 
spent  about $130,000, they have added over 1800 members dur ing t h e  pas t  year.  
I n  the  d i f f i c u l t  mission f i e l d s ,  such a s  Russia, China, Ind ia ,  Japan, e t c . ,  
where the  l abore r s  a r e  few, and but l i t t l e  money is  spent ,  they have added 
almost 1000 bel ievers .  This i s  near ly  a s  many a s  we have added i n  a l l  the 
Conferences i n  the  United S t a t e s ,  with near ly  1000 preachers,  bes ides  t h e  
B i b l e  workers, a t  an expense of about n a l f  a m i l l l o n  do l l a r s .  We f i n d  t h a t  
some of our Union Conferences have a c t u a l l y  l o s t  i n  membership dur ing t h e  
pas t  year. . . . 
"I am j u s t  a s  s u r e  as I l i v e  t h a t  we a r e  making a mistake, and t h a t  we must 
change our policy i f  we ca r ry  t h i s  work forward, and f i n i s h  i t  i n  our 
generation.  It  i s  a p p a l l i n g  t o  me when I th ink t h a t  i n  t h i s  grand country ,  
s t r e t c h i n g  from the  A t l a n t i c  t o  the P a c i f i c ,  wi th  a l l  our l a b o r e r s ,  Publ ishing 
Houses, Educational i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  Sanitariums, and a l l  t h e  r e s t  of our grand 
machinery, we can show a ga in  of only 1300 people i n  a whole year.  

"Now, I am aware t h a t  t h e r e  may be d i f f e r e n t  reasons assigned by d i f f e r e n t  
i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  t h i s .  I have c l e a r  convic t ions  regarding some of the  most 
potent reaaons for t h i s  l ack  of growth, and I am nut a f r a i d  t o  r i s k  my 
repu ta t ion  and my f u t u r e  on the reasons  t h a t  a r e  c l e a r  t o  me. I have been 



i n  mi s s ion  f i e l d s ,  and I am a p r e t t y  c l o s e  s t u d e n t  of p l a n s  and p o l i c i e s  be ing  
pursued i n  behal f  of  our  home and f o r e i g n  f i e l d s  today,  and a l l  we need t o  do 
i s  t o  hold  up t h e  two p l a n s  o r  p o l i c i e s  pursued i n  t h e  home and f o r e i g n  f i e l d s ,  
t o  s e e  what t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e  is; and I am s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  accoun t s  f o r  t h e  
remarkable d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  expend i tu re  o f  means, t ime, and 
energies."--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  Smith Sharp,  Apr i l  12,  1905. RG 11,  Bk. 36 ,  pp. 
881-83. 

CALL FOR TITHE REDISTRIBUTION: "You say ,  Brother  D a n i e l l s ,  t h a t  you have 
been d i sappo in t ed  by n o t  f i n d i n g  t h a t  response  t h a t  you expec ted  from o u r  
people i n  beha l f  of  f o r e i g n  miss ions .  The s i t u a t i o n  may be d i s a p p o i n t i n g  i n  
t h a t  r e s p e c t ;  but  I can a s s u r e  you t h a t  t h e  people are ready  t o  respond,  
and they  have always responded t o  every  e f f o r t  pu t  f o r t h  t o  raise funds  f o r  
f o r e i g n  mi s s ions ;  and they  were never  more ready  than  they are today. Many 
l e a d e r s  are slow, but  t h e  people a r e  a l l  r i g h t  on t h i s  ques t ion .  Let  t h e  
Genera l  Conference i n a u g u r a t e  s t r o n g e r  means f o r  g e t t i n g  t h e  needs o f  ou r  
m i s s i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e  people,  by s e l e c t i n g  two o r  t h r e e  of  t h e  b e s t  men t o  
t r a v e l  and l a b o r  c o n s t a n t l y  i n  beha l f  of  mi s s ion  funds ,  and we might see 
mis s ion  funds  doubled i n  a s i n g l e  yea r .  And, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  l e t  t h e  
General Conference take a strung ~Lar ld  i n  behal f  of  a d l v l s l o n  O f  the t l t h e  
of  each Conference, s o  t h a t  one-fourth o r  one- th i rd  o r  one-half  o f  all r a i s e d  
i n  t i t h e s  s h a l l  go t o  t h e  f o r e i g n  work, and you w i l l  s e e  t h e  t i t h e s  doubled 
i n  n e a r l y  every  State,  and m i s s i o n  funds more than doubled."--E. R .  Palmer 
t o  A. G. D a n i e l l s ,  A p r i l  14,  1905. RG 11,  1905--Palmer, E. R. 

W. C. WHITE AND PROPOSAL TO DISCUSS TITHE, SECOND TITHE AND SCHOOL FINANCING 
AT FORTHCOMING G C  SESSION: We must . . . d i s c u s s  t h e  T i t h i n g  problem and 
t h e  Second T i the ,  and School T u i t i o n s  [ a t  upcoming G C  s e s s ion ] .  There is  
b l e s s i n g  i n  t h e  Second T i the ,  and i t  w i l l  s u p p o r t  many e n t e r p r i s e s ,  r i g h t l y  
used. But what Is I t s  proper  use? T h i s  q u e s t i o n  r e q u i r e s  p r a y e r f u l  s tudy .  "-- 
W. C. White t o  A. G. D a n i e l l s ,  A p r i l  16 ,  1905. RG 11,  1905--White, W. C., 
f l d .  1. 

PRICE OF CENTRALIZATION OF THE MEDICAL WORK: "I t h ink ,  Brother  D a n i e l l s ,  
t h a t  I w i l l  v en tu re  t o  make a sugges t ion  a s  t o  t h e  cause o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  
t h i n g s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  . . . We have only  a f e w  young m i n i s t e r s  l a b o r i n g  
i n  t h e  cause  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time. 

"Some y e a r s  ago t h e  t i d e  s e t  i n  among t h e  young people  toward o b t a i n i n g  a 
medlcal  eauca t lon ,  and t h e  ve ry  cream of  our  young people h a s  gone i n t o  t h e  
medical  work. I f  you w i l l  l ook  ove r  t h e  f i e l d  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  you 
w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e s e  young men who have become t r a i n e d  phys i c i ans  end t r a i n e d  
n u r m s  arc producing no Sabbath-keepers; or at  l e a s t  s o  few that we can a lmost  
say  none. The i n f l u e n c e s  t h a t  have been brought t o  bear upon t h i s  whole 
medical  f r a t e r n i t y  have been a g a i n s t  paying t i t h e  t o  t h e  Conferences,  and a 
g r e a t  d e a l  of t h i s  money i s  d3vert .ed .  . . . The ranks o f  the m i n i s t r y  haven't 
been r e c r u i t e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of t he se  b r i g h t  young men, but  i n s t e a d ,  a t h i r d  
o r  f o u r t h  c l a s s  have endeavored t o  t a k e  up t h e  m i n i s t r y .  . . . The Conferences 
have been compelled, I might s ay ,  t o  t r y  t he se  young people ,  because only  t hese  
were a v a i l a b l e ,  bu t  a f t e r  a y e a r  o r  two, o r  more, they  have been compelled t o  
drop  them. . . . 
"The indebtedrless o n  o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  Is a l s o  having  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  minds 
of t h e  people. Now, i t  occu r s  t o  me, Bro the r  D a n i e l l s ,  t h a t  i f  f o r  t h e  nex t  



two y e a r s  we would encourage b r i g h t  young men t o  e n t e r  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  and use  
every  means i n  ou r  power t o  a g a i n  b u i l d  up a u n i t e d  work i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  
o f  America, t h a t  t h i s  would be the  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  work t h a t  could be 
accomplished f o r  t h e  advancement of  t h e  work i n  o t h e r  lands .  . . . 
"Elder  Covert informed me a few days ago t h a t  t h e  t i t h e  i n  Wisconsin had 
f a l l e n  o f f  between two and t h r e e  thousand d o l l a r s  du r ing  t h e  p a s t  year .  There 
i s  a cause  f o r  a p a r t  of  t h i s  i n  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  co rn  c r o p s  and o t h e r  c r o p s  
i n  t h e  no r the rn  p a r t  of  t h e  S t a t e ,  by reason o f  f r o s t s  t h a t  came e a r l y .  I n  
every Conference w e  find they have t h e i r  f u l l  complement o f  labororo,  and yet 
t h e  number of  e f f e c t i v e  f i e l d  men is  ve ry  small indeed.  How t o  b r i n g  about  a 
change i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  i s  becoming t o  me a very puzz l ing  ques t ion .  I have no 
doubt you have had t h e  same p e r p l e x i t y ,  but t h e r e  must come a change. . . . 
nNow, t o  my c e r t a i n  knowledge, a l l  t he  Conferences a r e  w r e s t l i n g  wi th  t h i s  
ques t ion .  They f e e l  deeply over  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s o  few churches a r e  brought i n ,  
and I am very  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  f e e l i n g  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  some a c t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  
b r i n g  about  a d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e  of  th ings .  I donT t be l i eve  f o r  a moment t h a t  
t h e  time f o r  conve r t ing  people i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  t h e  t r u t h  i s  pas t .  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  are j u s t  a s  f r u i t f u l  f i e l d s  today as t h e r e  have eve r  been 
s i n c e  t h e  beginning o f  t h e  preaching  of  t h i s  message. "--Allen Moon [ p r e s i d e n t  
o f  Lake Union] t o  A. G. Dan ie l l s ,  Apr i l  19, 1905. RG 11, 1905--Moon, Allen. 

MORE STATISTICAL ANALYSIS BY A. G. DANIELLS: "Our s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  1904, which 
are now complete, and t h e  most thorough and r e l i a b l e  eve r  i s s u e d  by t h i s  
denomination, show t h a t  du r ing  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  we have added 845 church members 
t o  our  cnurcnes I n  t h e  North American Union Conferences; 1428 t o  our  churches 
i n  f o r e i g n  Union Conferences; and 546 t o  our  churches i n  t he  Miscel laneous 
mis s ion  f i e l d s .  From t h i s  you w i l l  s e e  t h a t  our  n e t  ga in  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  
United S t a t e s  h a s  been much l a r g e r  than i n  t h i s  country. Yet he re  i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s  we have 720 preachers ,  whi le  i n  t h e  f o r e i g n  Union Conferences, 
they have but  155, and i n  t h e  miss ion  f i e l d s ,  85. 

"We have r a i s e d  $536,000 i n  America du r ing  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  and have spen t  t h e  
most of i t  here.  I n  ou r  f o r e i g n  Unions, t h e  t i t h e  was only  $131,000. A l i t t l e  
has  been s e n t  from t h i s  count ry  t o  those  f i e l d s ,  but no t  a l a r g e  amount. I n  
t he  Mlssion f i e l d s ,  t h e  t i t h e  amounts t o  $24,000. Our g i f t s  t o  t hose  f i e l d s  
du r ing  t h e  p a s t  yea r  have reached something l i k e  $100,000. Thus, you w i l l  s e e  
t h a t  we have a far l a r g e r  number o f  m i n i s t e r s  and a much g r e a t e r  t i t h e  i n  t h i s  
aountry than elsewhere, and yet our increase  i s  very much l e s s  than I n  those  
f i e l d s  where t h e  l a b o r e r s  and t i t h e  a r e  s o  much less. 'his and many o t h e r  
f a c t s  show that.  t h e  s e a l  of  God's approval  i s  p laced  upon ou r  e f f o r t s  t o  
ex tend our  work i n t o  d i f f i c u l t ,  f o rb idd ing  hea then  lands."--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  
R. A. Underwood, Apri l  23, 1905. RG 11,  Bk. 36, pp. 977-78. 

TITHE QUESTION ON AGENDA FOR 1905 G C  SESSION: "I s e e  you have asked me t o  l e a d  
o u t  on a s h o r t  t a l k  a t  t h e  Conference on t i t h i n g .  "--R. A. Underwood t o  A. G. 
D a n i e l l s ,  May 1 ,  1905. RG 11, 1905--Underwood, R. A. 

V. 1905 GENERAL CONFERENCE SESSION 

DANIELLS' PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS AT GC SESSION : nBeginning with  the year 1875, 
when t h e  membership of  t h e  General  Conference was r e p o r t e d  t o  be 8,022,  and 



t h e  t i t h e  $29,000, the  records  show a growth of from 1,500 t o  3,000 every year.  
This increase  was almost wholly i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  f o r  a t  t h a t  time we were 
j u s t  beginning t o  open mission f i e l d s  i n  o t h e r  countr ies .  I n  1904 a l l  t h e  
Nortn Amerlcan unlon conrerences combined, with a membership of s i x t y  thousand, 
a t i t h e  of over h a l f  a mi l l ion ,  and wi th  mul t ip l i ed  f a c i l i t i e s ,  r e p o r t  an 
inc rease  of only 845 church-members. 

"Whatever t h e  causes of t h i s  change may be, these  f a c t s  c a l l  f o r  s e r i o u s  
r e f l e c t i o n .  It i s  my convic t ion t h a t  one of the  p r i n c i p a l  causes i s  the  
gradual  change of pol icy  t h a t  has  come i n t o  t h e  conferences i n  North America. 
From twenty t o  f o r t y  y e a r s  ago the one g r e a t  aim of every S t a t e  conference was 
t o  add new t e r r i t o r y  and new bel ievers .  The v i s i o n  had long range, and t h e r e  
was a steady advance i n t o  unentered counties,  S t a t e s ,  and continents.  . . . 
"But with t h e  occupation of a l l  the  t e r r i t o r y  i n  the  United S t a t e s ,  with an 
increased membership and ti the,  wi th  the  mu1 t i p l i c a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
our v i s i o n  has been shortened,  our a t t e n t i o n  has  been turned from the  teeming 
m i l l i o n s  beyond t o  ourse lves  a t  home. Like a l l  who have preceded us,  we have 
begun t o  nurse our churches, and t o  inc rease  and f o s t e r  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t s  and 
f a c i l i t i e s .  

"And l i k e  a l l  o the r  denominations, we have found enough a t  home and w i t h i n  
t o  claim our a t t e n t i o n ,  t o  occupy the  time and energ ies  of our preachers,  and 
t o  absorb our funds. And f u r t h e r ,  l i k e  a l l  o the r s ,  we a r e  f i n d i n g  t h a t  t h i s  
i s  not the  road t o  progress,  t o  growth, and development. . . . 
"In no part  of the great harvest - f ie ld  have auch large r e s u l t 3  been produced 
from the expenditure of  l a b o r  and means a s  i n  the  new, unworked mission 
f i e l d s .  I n  the  home land,  with a membership of over s i x t y  thousand, with more 
than seven hundred m i n i s t e r s ,  w i t h  over h a l f  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  t i t h e ,  with 
organized conferences equipped with printing-houses,  schools ,  sani tar iums,  and 
church bui ld ings ,  our n e t  ga in  i n  church-membership f o r  1904 was 845. This 
is a ga in  of 1.54 per cent ,  with an expenditure of $574.53 f o r  every member 
added. 

"In a l l  the f i e l d s  ou t s ide  the North American Union Conferences, having a 
membership of less than 15,000, with u n l y  240 m i n j . s t s r q ~ ,  with a l o c a l  t l t n e  
of about $155,000, and con t r ibu t ions  and appropr ia t ions  amounting t o  $170,000, 
wi th  few schools,  few church bui ld ings ,  and but few o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  of any 
kind, t h e r e  was a ne t  ga in  i n  membership dur ing 1904 of 1,974. This i s  a 
ga in  of 13.61 per cen t ,  and r e p r e s e n t s  an  expenditure of  $165.14 f o r  each 
member added. . . . 
"The average t i t h e  per Sabbath-keeper i n  the  North American union conferences 
f o r  1904, was $8.68; the  average f o r  1904 i n  fo re ign  union conferences was 
$9.29, and i n  a l l  the  f o r e i g n  mission f i e l d s ,  i t  was $4.17. The average f o r  
a l l  the Sabbath-keepers ou t s ide  of the  United S t a t e s  was $7.79, only 68 c e n t s  
l e s s  than the  average i n  America. . . . 
"Never s i n c e  our f irst  missionary crossed the A t l a n t i c  have more cheering 
r e p o r t s  come t o  us from the mission f i e l d s  than during 1904. Everything 
i n v i t e s  and encourages t h i s  denomination t o  push on i n t o  the  regions  beyond. 



"There su re ly  must be a d i f f e r e n t ,  a more equal and cons i s t en t ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 
l a b o r e r s  and means. Who can t e l l  why 720 of our m i n i s t e r s  should be loca ted  i n  
America among one-twentieth of the  world 's  population,  while only  240 of our 
m i n i s t e r s  a r e  s e n t  f o r t h  t o  work f o r  the  o t h e r  nineteen-twentieths? What good 
reason can be given f o r  spending annually $536,302.76 t i t h e s  among 75,000,000, 
and only $155,516.57 among four teen  hundred m i l l i o n s  of t h e  world ' s  
per ishing? . . . 
"A movement which possesses g r e a t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  good, and which has 
gathered cnns iderahle  strength during  the l a s t  two years ,  i s  that of 
d i v i d i n g  the  t i t h e s  of s t rong  conferences with the  mission f i e l d s .  I n  o t h e r  
words, i t  i s  a move t o  make the  t i t h e  the b a s i s  of support  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  
i n  fo re ign  mission f i e l d s ,  the  same a s  i n  organized conferences i n  the  home 
land. A number of conferences have d e l i b e r a t e l y  and openly adopted the  
p r i n c i p l e  of shar ing t h e i r  t i t h e s  equal ly  with the  mission f i e l d s .  Others 
have expressed t h e i r  r ecogn i t ion  of  the cor rec tness  of the  p r i n c i p l e ,  and have 
gone a s  far toward an equal  d i v i s i o n  a s  t h e i r  present  s i t u a t i o n  seemed t o  
permit. The rank and f i l e  of our people are pleased with t h i s  arrangement. 
The i d e a  has taken firm, deep r o o t ,  and un less  I e n t i r e l y  misunderstand 
condi t ions ,  the  day i s  not f a r  o f f  when t h i s  w i l l  be recognized by a l l ,  and 
adopted a s  p a r t  of our r egu la r  plan of adminis t ra t ion.  This arrangement alone 
w i l l  p lace  a t  l e a s t  two hundred thousand d o l l a r s  annually i n  the t r easury  f o r  
mission fields."--A. G. Danie l ls ,  "Our Work and Our F i e l d , "  Address Before 
Delegates of  36th  Sess ion of the General Conference, May, 1905. [This 
address  was widely d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t r a c t  form throughout t h e  denomination. ] 

G C  LABORERS1 SALARIES I N  1904 PAR EXCEEDS TITHE FUNDS AVAILmLE TO GC: "It 
w i l l  be r e a d i l y  understood by those f a m i l i a r  with the  organizat ion of t h e  
General Conference, t h a t  the  payrol l  of the General Conference has  been 
considerably reduced s i n c e  the  complete o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  union conferences 
throughout the  world. . . I n  the  901s,  and down t o  1904, from seventy t o  
e igh ty  thousand d o l l a r s  a year  w a s  received,  but s i n c e  then only t h e  t i t h e  of 
the  t i t h e s  from the  union conferences, which aggregated approximately $5,523.81. 
[Since the  disbursements t o  GC l a b o r e r s  i n  1904 amounted t o  $40,846.63, i t  
i s  apparent  t h a t  the  G C  Off ice  expenses of $5,670.08 would not be paid from 
t i  the  funds . I  "-- "Repor t of the  General Conference Treasury Department f o r  t h e  
Biennia l  Period Ending Dec. 31, 1904," Advent Review, May 11, 1905. 

FINANCING OF CHURCH SCHOOLS STILL AN UNRESOLVED ISSUE: "The r e p o r t s  from t h e  
educat ional  secretaries and super in tendents  concerning church-schools show t n a t  
522 schools have been operated dur ing t h i s  period. O f  these  522 schools  we 
have received ind iv idua l  r e p o r t s  from 3 17, and a l l  f u r t h e r  s t a t i s t i c s  from 
church-schools a r e  based upon these  repor t s .  . . . Eighty-two schools were 
repor ted  a s  being supported wholly by t u i t i o n ,  seventy-eight wholly from 
donations,  and f i f t e e n  by the  conference. Forty-eight  were repor ted  a s  being 
supported p a r t l y  by t u i t i o n ,  forty-seven a s  supported p a r t l y  by donation, and 
twenty-four a s  r ece iv ing  some a s s i s t a n c e  from the  conference. . . . [Re teacher  
s a l a r i e s ]  Here again  appears a g r e a t  l ack  of uniformity,  and i t  i s  very manifes t  
t h a t  t h e r e  needs t o  be much study put upon the  f i n a n c i a l  f e a t u r e s  of our church- 
schools. Each ~ c h o u l  aypetws t o  be a law unto i t s e l f .  It i s  evlaent  t n a t  one 
g r e a t  source of f a i l u r e  i n  our schools  is due t o  t h i s  l a c k  of a s o l u t i o n  of  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  problem. There i s  no doubt, however, t h a t  the re  i s  a proper s o l u t i o n  
to t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  and to it a11 concerned about t h e  proopcri ty of our ochools 



should e a r n e s t l y  address  themselves. "--Frederick Griggs [Educational Sec re ta ry  1, 
"Department of Education Report, * Advent Review, May 18, 1905. 

DANIELLSt CONCEPT uE' USE OF TITHE FOR WORKERS: LResolution proposed a t  1905 
Sess ion]  "'We recommend . . . That the  medical missionary work i n  a l l  i ts  
f e a t u r e s  r ece ive  the  same f o s t e r i n g  c a r e  and f i n a n c i a l  support  from the  
oonference organizat ion,  churcheo, and people that are given t o  other branches 
of our work.' 

"In reply  t o  a quest ion,  remarks were made on t h i s  r e so lu t ion .  

"A. G. Danie l ls :  It is not t h a t  t h e  medical worker as a regu la r  means o f  
support  w i l l  be placed upon the  t i t h e  a s  e v a n g e l i s t i c  f i e l d  workers, but he w i l l  
be t r e a t e d  a s  t h e  educat ional  and o t h e r  workers. The t r u e  medical missionary 
is  a gospel worker a s  much a s  t h e  t r u e  Bible  worker o r  preacher,  and i n  
e n t e r i n g  new f i e l d s  and reaching h i s  place of  work and g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d  i n  i t  
should be helped i n  t h e  same general  way t h a t  we h e l p  o the r  l abore r s .  Yet i t  
i s  no t  a t  a l l  contemplated t h a t  the  medical worker s h a l l  be s a l a r i e d  from the  
conference t r easury ,  l eav ing  income from the  work t o  be used i n  enlargement, 
e t c .  [ s i c ]  Examples w e r e  c i t e d  i n  Ar~stralia showing haw help from t h e  
conference enabled workers t o  g e t  a foothold  i n  new cen te r s ,  and then 
the  work i t s e l f  was a b l e  t o  s u s t a i n  the  l abore r .  I n  mission f i e l d s  where the re  
can be no suppor t ing income, as i n  t h e  case of Inland China, our 
medical miss ionar ies  a r e  d e a l t  with the  same a s  a l l  the o t h e r  workers."-- 
"Eighteenth Meeting," May 22, 1905, Advent Review, June 1 ,  1905, p. 8. 

BEGINNING OF DISCUSSION ON T I T H E  AT THE CONFERENCE;  "The first recommendation, 
with a s e r i e s  of s e c t i o n s  on t i t h e s  and o f f e r i n g s  was considered, but not  
adopted, a s  the time f o r  adjournment came while it  was under considera t ion,  
t h e  l a s t  s e c t i o n  having been read b u t  not d i scus sed .  . . . 
"There was e a r n e s t  d i scuss ion  of the  t i t h e  quest ion i n  the  considera t ion of t h i s  
r epor t .  It was f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was need f o r  crying aloud among a l l  be l i eve rs  
i n  view of the  evident  f a c t  t h a t  we a r e  f a r  from reaching a f u l l  t i t h e .  A. G. 
Dan ie l l s  presented c a r e f u l l y  prepared es t ima tes  showing t h a t  a f u l l  t i t h e  
would add a v a s t  sum t o  the  t r easury  of t h i s  cause. Some of the  fo re ign  f i e l d  
averages were c i t e d  as showing that with Lha same f a i t h f u l n e s s  among t n e  
b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h i s  country, hundreds of thousands of d o l l a r s  more would be 
received,  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  advanced missionary e f f o r t .  It was evident  t h a t  f o r  
the  sake of those who a r e  s h u t t i n g  away God's b less ing  by neglect  i n  t h i s  
mat ter ,  and f o r  the  sake of the  work of God, a g r e a t  e f f o r t  must be made 
throughout the conferences t o  arouse a l l  t o  the  solemn importance of t h i s  
sacred obl igat ion.  This i s  a duty the min i s t ry ,  as the  Lord's watchmen, 
owe t o  the  people. Many f e e l  d i f f i d e n t  about t ak ing  up t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s i d e  
of gospel  t ru th .  It was not  so  i n  former days. We need a r e v i v a l  on t h i s  
matter--conference o f f i c e r s  and m i n i s t e r s  must l abor  e a r n e s t l y  t o  br ing the  
ranks i n t o  l i n e  with gospel  f inance i n  t h i s  time when the  work i s  c los ing  and 
menf a s o u l s  a r e  being weighed i n  the balance of the Judgment. "--I 905 GC 
Sess ion Recording Secre ta ry  Minutes, 20th Meeting, May 23, pp. 1-2. 

ELLEN WHITE MSS. 82, 1904, READ AT 1905 G C  SESSION: "The sub jec t  of t i t h i n g  
was considered a t  the  n inth  sess ion  of  the  m i n i s t e r i a l  i n s t i t u t e ,  a t  11 a.m., 
May 24 ,  1905. 



"Elder  R. A. Underwood was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  speake r ,  and he spoke s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
as follows:-- . . . 
"1 wish  t o  r e a d  a s t a t emen t  o r  two from a r e c e n t  Testimony concerning t h e  use 
of t h e  t i the : - -  [Underwood read  about  80% o f  Mss, 82, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  fo l lowing] :  

"'The Use of  t h e  T i t h e  

"'The t i t h e  i s  t o  be used f o r  one purpose,--to s u s t a i n  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  whom t h e  
Lord has appointed to do h i s  work. . . . 
" ' A  v e r y  p l a i n ,  d e f i n i t e  message has  been g iven  t o  me t o  g i v e  t o  ou r  people. I 
am bidden t o  t e l l  them t h a t  they a r e  making m i s t a k e  i n  app ly ing  t h e  t i t h e  t o  
v a r i o u s  o b j e c t s  which, though good i n  themselves,  are n o t  t h e  o b j e c t  t o  which 
t h e  Lord has  s a i d  t h e  t i t h e  i s  t o  be appl ied .  Those who make t h i s  u se  o f  t h e  
t i t h e  are d e p a r t i n g  from God's arrangement. 

"'God w i l l  judge f o r  t h e s e  th ings .  One r ea sons  t h a t  t h e  t i t h e  may be 
a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  s choo l  purposes;  s t i l l  ano the r  would readon t h a t  canvasse r s  
and c o l p o r t e u r s  should b e  suppor ted  from t h e  t i t h e ;  but  a g r e a t  mistake is  
made when t h e  t i t h e  is drawn from t h e  o b j e c t  f o r  which it  i s  t o  be used,--the 
suppor t  o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r s .  There should  today be i n  t h e  f i e l d  one hundred well- 
q u a l i f i e d  l a b o r e r s  where t h e r e  i s  now but  one. . . . 
"'God has  n o t  changed; t h e  t i t h e  is  t o  be used f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  
The opening of  new f i e l d s  r e q u i r e s  more m i n i s t e r i a l  e f f i c i e n c y  than  we now have, 
ana there must be means i n  t h e  t r ea su ry . '  

[Underwood] "When a man d i v e r t s  e i t h e r  t i t h e s  o r  o f f e r i n g s  from t h e i r  s a c r e d  
purposes,  he  is  g u i l t y  be fo re  God. "--"Tithing," May 24 ,  1905, i n  Advent Review, 
June 1 ,  1905, P. 27. 

TITHE RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT 1905 GC SESSION: [ 1. I "Whereas, The Word of God 
makes g r e a t  promises o f  both s p i r i t u a l  and temporal  b l e s s i n g s  t o  t hose  who 
' b r i n g  a l l  t h e  t i t h e s  and o f f e r i n g s t  i n t o  t h e  Lord 's  s t o rehouse ;  and,-- 

"Whereas, The s e r v a n t  of  t h e  Lord s a y s  t h a t  i f  a l l  would pay a 
f a i t h f u l  t i t h e ,  t h e r e  would be no l a c k  of  means w i th  which t o  c a r r y  
forward t h e  Lord ' s  work i n  t h e  e a r t h ;  and,-- 

Whereas ,  There i s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time a g r e a t  d e a r t h  o f  means, which is  
c r i p p l i n g  the advancement o f  t h e  Lord1 s work; t h e r e f  o r e ,  -- 
"We recommend,-- 

" (  1 )  That  t h i s  General  Conference make an  e a r n e s t  appea l  t o  a l l  ou r  people  
everywhere t o  ' b r i n g  a l l  t h e  t i t h e s  i n t o  t h e  s t o r e h o u s e , '  t h a t  t h e  promised 
b l e s s i n g  may be possessed;  -- 
" ( 2 )  That this appeal be carefully prepared  and r e a d  b e f o r e  this body f o r  Its 
approval  ; and-- 

"(3)  That if this appeal  be accepted, i t  be p r i n t e d ,  (a) as a p a r t  of the 
conference  proceedings ;  ( b )  i n  t r a c t  form t o  be p laced  by each  conference  



execut ive  committee o r  mission board i n  the  hands of every Sabbath-keeper 
i n  the  world; ( c )  t h a t  E. R. Palmer, M. C. Wilcox, A. T. Robinson, and J. 0. 
C o r l i s s  a r e  hereby nominated a s  a committee t o  prepare the  sa id  appeal. 

"The recommendation w a s  unanimously adopted. " 
[2.] "Whereas, The Word of God d e c l a r e s  t h a t  the  t h i r d  ange l ' s  message i s  
t o  be proclaimed t o  the  world i n  t h i s  genera t ion;  and,-- 

"Whereas, The same Word teaches  t h a t  t h i s  work i s  t o  be supported by tithes 
and o f f e r i n g s ;  and,-- 

"Whereas, The Lord charges with robbery those who neglect  t o  t h u s  honor the 
Lord by render ing t o  him h i s  own and by withholding s u i t a b l e  tokens of 
thanksgiving; the re fo re ,  -- 
"The General Conference i n  i ts t h i r t y - s i x t h  s e s s i o n  recommends:-- . . . 
" ( c )  "That i n  view of the  dea r th  of men and means f o r  the  f o r e i g n  work, the  
l o c a l  conferences f r e e l y  sha re  t h e i r  l a b o r e r s  and t i t h e s  with the  General 
Conference. . . . 
"(f) "Whereas, THERE IS  A TENDENCY TO DIVERT THE TITHE FROM ITS SPECIFIC 
OBJECT, -- 
"WE RECOMMEND, THAT ALL OUR CONFERENCES SACREDLY GUARD THE TITHE, THAT THIS 
FUND BE NOT USED FUR B U I L D I N G  PUHPOSES, THE MAINTENANCE UF CHUHCH-SCHOOLS, OR 
FOR CHURCH EXPENSES, BUT THAT IT BE DEVOTED ENTIRELY TO THE SUPPORT OF 
EVANGELISTIC WORK AND BIBLE TEACHERS. . . ." [Ehphasis supplied]--"Twenty- 
S ix th  and Twenty-Seventh Meetings, " 1905 GC Session,  May 26, 1905, 
Advent Review, June 1 ,  1905. 

MEMORIAL AND APPEAL OF TITHE COMMITTEE: "We have now reached t h e  c los ing  days 
of t h i s  conference, and i t  i s  our d e s i r e ,  before we s c a t t e r  t o  our s e v e r a l  
f i e l d s ,  t o  u n i t e  as a body i n  a communication t o  a l l  our bre thren and s i s t e r s  
throughout the  world concerning mat te r s  t h a t  involve the p rosper i ty  of t h i s  
cause ana tne  aavancement o r  t h e  message, i n  t h a t  s t r o n g  way which should  
c h a r a c t e r i z e  the  c l o s i n g  work of t h i s  g lo r ious ,  e v e r l a s t i n g  gospel. . . . 
"The s t ronges t  features of t h i o  conference have been, f i r a t ,  a a p i r i t  of 
union and drawing toge the r ;  second, a deep, s e t t l e d  conviction t h a t  the  time 
has cone t o  preach the t h i r d  ange l ' s  message a s  i t  was f i r s t  de l ivered t o  t h i s  
people, and t o  r a l l y  a s  a uni ted  body around the  p i l l a r s  of our f a i t h ;  and, 
t h i r d ,  a un ive r sa l  convic t ion t h a t  the  time has come f o r  a more s u b s t a n t i a l  
foundation f o r  the  support  of missions. 

"It i s  concerning t h i s  t h i r d  f e a t u r e  t h a t  we p a r t i c u l a r l y  address you. This 
conference has  been, a s  i t  were, a g r e a t  te lescope,  drawing nearer t o  our 
v i s i o n  t h e  needs of fo re ign  f i e l d s .  We s tand amazed before  the  opening 
providences of  Qod which are preparing the w a y  ror the third angel's mevvage i n  
coun t r i e s  where b a r r i e r s  i n  t h e  pas t  have seemed almost insurmountable. . . . 
And while God has  been opening doors i n  heathen lands ,  he has been moving upon 
devoted men and women in t h e  United States t o  o f f e r  themselves for f o r e i g n  
mission work. 



"But thus  f a r  no adequate means have been provided by us  f o r  ca r ry ing  the gospel 
i n  fo re ign  f i e l d s .  I N  THE UNITED STATES THE REGULAR TITHE IS  SUFFICIENT TO 
PLACE THE SUPPORT OF THE MINISTRY UPON A SOLID, RELIABLE BASIS [Emphasis 
suppl ied] ;  but when we send our workers t o  fo re ign  lands ,  which 
conta in  n ineteen twent ie ths  of the  population of the globe,--when we 
send them t o  t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  f a r  from home, amid dangers and p r iva t ions ,  
we ask them t o  depend on the  ever - sh i f t ing  base of donations f o r  t h e i r  
support. This i s  not  r i g h t ,  and we wish t o  br ing about a change. While 
donations have accomplished a blessed work i n  f o r e i g n  lands ,  y e t  these  g r e a t  
coun t r i e s  should n o t  he left t o  depend upon donations a lone ,  whioh amount t o  
only about one f o u r t h  a s  much a s  t h e  t i t h e  consumed i n  the United S ta tes .  . . . 
'We bel ieve  t h a t  i n  t h e  system of  t i t h e s  and o f fe r ings ,  God has  i n s t i t u t e d  an 
abundant provis ion f o r  ca r ry ing  the gospel  t o  a l l  nations.  I n  the  s p i r i t  of 
prophecy we read a s  follows:-- 

"'God's plan i n  t h e  t i t h i n g  system is b e a u t i f u l  i n  i t s  s i m p l i c i t y  and equa l i ty .  . . . I f  one and a l l  would accept  it, each would be made a v i g i l a n t  and 
f a i t h f u l  t r e a s u r e r  f o r  God; and t h e r e  would be no want of means with which t o  
ca r ry  forward the  l a s t  message of  warning t o  the world. . . . 
"During t h i s  conference many plans  have been suggested, and severa l  r e s o l u t i o n s  
have been discussed looking toward a b e t t e r  f i n a n c i a l  b a s i s  f o r  the  support  of 
missions;  but  i n  the  d i scuss ion  of all these p lans  and reso lu t ions ,  we have 
come back again  and again  t o  the  proposi t ion t h a t  i f  a l l  God's people would 
pay a t i t h e  of t h e i r  e n t i r e  income, the re  would be an abundance of  means i n  
Lhe treasury for car ry lng  tne  gospel  t o  tne  World. . . . 
"We a r e  conf ident  t h a t  God has been preparing h i s  people f o r  such a forward 
move a s  t h i s .  During the  pas t  few y e a r s  our h e a r t s  have been turned wi th  
s t rong  yearning toward fo re ign  lands. . . . In  S t a t e  conferences t h e r e  has 
been a growing d e s i r e  t o  d iv ide  the  S t a t e  income from the t i t h e s ,  wi th  f o r e i g n  
l ands ;  and many l a b o r e r s  have been s e n t  from S t a t e  conferences t o  needy p a r t s  
of the world, and have been supported the re  by the  home conferences. . . . 
"An examination of t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  from all p a r t s  of t h e  United S t a t e s  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t ,  on a conservatlve es t imate ,  our people a r e  paying l e s s  than f i f t y  per 
cen t  of a f u l l  t i t h e .  . . . 
"Same may ask, How w i l l  the faithful paying of our t i t h e s  i n t o  t h e  t reasury  
inc rease  the  funds f o r  the support  of fo re ign  missions? This br ings  u s  t o  
one of the  grandest  f e a t u r e s  of our conference. For severa l  yea r s  t h e r e  
has  been a growing d e s i r e  i n  S t a t e  conferences t o  d iv ide  the  regu la r  t i t h e  
with fo re ign  missions,  and t h i s  s p i r i t  of l i b e r a l i t y  has gained wonderful 
momentum dur ing the conference sess ion,  and severa l  thousand d o l l a r s  have 
been vo lun ta r i ly  turned over by S t a t e  and union conferences dur ing t h i s  
mee t l n g  r o r  r'oreign mission work; and a r e s o l u t i o n  has  been unanimously adopted 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  each conference generously d iv ide  i ts t i t h e  with fo re ign  
missions. 

"Therefore, i f  our people everywhere pay f a i t h f u l l y  a f u l l  t i t h e  i n t o  God's 
t r easury ,  and each conference generously d iv ides  i t s  t i t h e s  wi th  f o r e i g n  f i e l d s ,  
t h e r e  w i l l  be no l a c k  of funds f o r  t h e  worl dwl'de work."--E. R. Palmer, M. C. 



Wilcox, A. T. Robinson, J. 0. Cor l i s s ,  "Memorial and Appeal," Advent Review, 
June 8 ,  1905, pp. 21-2. 

RESOLUTION CONCERNING SHARING LABORERS : "Whereas, The movement among t h e  
conferences t o  share  l a b o r e r s  and t i t h e s  wi th  mission f i e l d s  has  brought new 
s t r e n g t h  i n t o  t h e  work, and g r e a t  b less ings  a t  po in t s  where otherwise he lp  
could not  have been placed; therefore,--  

wResolved, That we express  apprec ia t ion  and approval of t h i s  policy,  and urge 
our churches  t o  stand l o y a l l y  by the l o c a l  conference  o f f i c e r s  i n  this e f f o ~ t ,  
inasmuch a s  t h e  conferences can do t h i s  work only a s  t i t h e s  a r e  f a i t h f u l l y  
brought i n t o  the  l o c a l  t r easury ;  and fur ther , - -  

"Resolved, That we urge the  continuance and extension of  t h i s  plan of sha r ing  
paid l a b o r e r s  with needy f i e l d s  by arrangement through the  General Conference 
Committee."--"Conference Resolutions and Recommendationsln Advent Review, June 
8 ,  1905, P. 27. 

A WORLD MISSION CONFERENCE: "A. G. Danie l ls :  The t h i r t y - s i x t h  sess ion  of  the  
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists  has  j u s t  closed. . . . It was more 
t r u l y  a World's Missionary Conference than any preceding session.  

"M. C. Wilcox: . . . The w r i t e r  has  a t tended most of the  General Conferences 
s ince  1883, but he remembers none where any such degree of missionary s p i r i t  
has been manifest  as i n  t h i s  conference, which marks a new e r a  i n  our work."-- 
A. G. Daniel ls ,  "The General Conference," and M. C. Wilcox, "What the  Conference 
Means, Advent Review, June 8 ,  19U5. 

V I .  AFTERMATH OF THE CONFERENCE--REFORMS IMPLEMENTED 

MSS. 82, 1904, WIDELY CIRCULATED: [ I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  pub l i ca t ion  i n  
abbrevia ted  form i n  the  Advent Review, Mss. 82, 1904, was published i n  a t  
l e a s t  seven s t a t e  papers during 1905. I n  a l l  cases  i t  was published under 
the  heading "The Use of the  Tithe. See Wisconsin Reporter ,  June 21; Echoes 
From the  F i e l d  (Colorado), June 21; Northern I l l i n o i s  Recorder, June 27; 
West Michigan Herald, Ju ly  12; Workers B u l l e t i n  (Iowa),  Aug. 8 ;  Indiana 
Reporter, Aug. 1 6  ; East Michigan Banner, Dec. 27. ] 

FOCUS AWAY FROM LOCAL ENTERPRISES: "I w i s h  to submit a t  t h i s  p o i n t  what h a s  
appealed t o  me very s t rong ly  dur ing the pas t  year ,  and with special force sf nce 
a t t end ing  the  General Conference, where t h e  needs of t h e  v a s t  world f i e l d s  
were presented i n  such a touching manner. , . . And I place before t h i s  
conference with t h i s  what [ s i c ]  I bel ieve  before  God t o  be a cons i s t en t  and 
r i g h t  policy--and the  only cons i s t en t  and r i g h t  policy--in the  appropr ia t ion  of 
the  t i t h e  which i s  paid year  a f t e r  year  i n t o  t h e  t r easury ,  namely, t h a t  our 
f i e l d  i s  the  world; and the  v a s t  mul t i tudes  a f a r  from us ,  and who have not  
heard the  f i r s t  sound of t h i s  message, and who know not God, c a l l  a s  loudly  
t o  us  a s  our own f i e l d ,  and even more loudly,  f o r  the  l abor  which these  funds 
can auutain. I do nut think that we are true to our L r u u t  as stewards of 
the  Lord's  means i f  we consume on our own l i t t l e  t e r r i t o r y  the  l a r g e  sums of 
money which a r e  paid i n t o  t h e  t r easury  i n  t i t h e s .  "--F. M. Burg, "Extract  From 
the Annual Address o f  the  P r e s i d e n t  to  the Western Oregon Conference, Advent 
Review, June 22, 1905 , p, 17. 



"VERY DEFINITE LIGHTn ON TITHE FROM ELLEN WHITE AT 1905 GC SESSION: " A t  our 
g r e a t  world ' s  conference which has j u s t  c losed many measures were considered 
and adopted which w i l l  mean much f o r  the  advancement of our work. I n  t h i s  
ins tance  I want t o  r e f e r  t o  measures t h a t  were passed r e l a t i v e  t o  t i t h e s  and 
o f fe r ings .  . . . 
"3. The l o c a l  conference t r easury  is  evident ly  the  Lord's storehouse. It 
should be considered thus u n t i l  f a r t h e r  [ s i c ]  l i g h t  is  given u s  r e l a t i v e  t o  
t h e  matter .  . . . 
"7. THAT THE TITHE IS DISTINCTIVELY AND SOLELY FOR THE EVANGELICAL WORK IS  
EVIDENTLY GOD'S PLAN. VERY DEFINITE L I G H T  WAS SUBMITTED AT THE GENERAL 
CONFERENCE FROM THE PEN OF GOD'S SERVANT THAT ANY OTHER USE OF THE TITHE 
THAN FOR THE EVANGELICAL WORK IS TO DIVERT I T  FROM ITS SPECIFIC OBJECT. 
[Emphasis suppliedln--E. K. Slade, "An Appeal on T i thes  and Offer ings ,"  East  
Michigan Manner, J u l y  20, 1905. 

SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS ON TITHE FOCUS ON MELCHISEDEC PRIESTHOOD RATHER THAN 
LEVITICAL AS RATIONALE FOR TITHE PAYING:  "None deny t h a t  C h r i s t ' s  m i n i s t e r s  
were supported by the  t i t h e  during the  L e v i t i c a l  priesthood; but i t  does not  
end t h e r e ;  f o r  we have seen t h a t  i t  i s  a decree of  God t h a t  those who preach 
the  gospel  should be supported i n  a p rec i se ly  s i m i l a r  manner a s  were the  
Levites.  And a s  we a r e  now under the  same Melchisedec priesthood (Heb. 
5:5,6 ; 6:20) t h a t  Abraham was under, i t  i s  evident  t h a t  the  t i t h e  has  been 
reserved by Chr i s t  t o  support  H i s  ambassadors i n  a l l  ages  of t h i s  world, from 
Adam t o  the  c lose  of  probation. . . . 
"The t i t h i n g  system was contemporaneous with the  Melchisedec priesthood,  p r i o r  
t o  the  L e v i t i c a l  priesthood ( see  Gen. 14: 16-20; 28: 11 -22) ; i t  continued 
dur ing the  L e v i t i c a l  order of priesthood (Lev. 27:28-33; Num. 18:21), and 
w i l l  ever remain binding a s  long a s  the present  order  of Melchisedec 
priesthood e x i s t s .  . . . 'The t i t h i n g  system d id  not  o r i g i n a t e  with the  
Hebrews. From the  e a r l i e s t  times the  Lord claimed the  t i t h e  a s  H i s ,  and this 
claim was recognized and honored. Abraham paid t i t h e s  t o  Melchisedec. ' ( E l l e n  
White, Review and Herald, Sept. 10, 1889). "--R. A. Underwood, "Sabbath-School 
Lesson Q u a r t e r l y :  S tud ies  on T i thes  and Offer ings ,"  Third Quar te r ,  1905, pp. 
13, 15. 

TITHE TO BE USED FOR ONE PURPOSE-- HINTS OF A SEPARATE FUND FOR LOCAL 
CONFERENCE OPERATING EXPENSES[?]; "Whereas The Lord has said the 
t i t h e  i s  t o  be used f o r  one purpose; namely, t o  support  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  whom 
the  Lord has  appointed t o  do h i s  work, i t  is  t o  be used t o  support  those who 
speak the  words of l i f e  t o  t h e  people, and ca r ry  the  burden of t h e  f l o c k  of 
God; the re fo re ,  

"1. Resolved, That we urge our bre thren and s i s t e r s  t o  pay t h e i r  t i t h e s  
monthly. 

"In cons ide ra t ion  of the  f i n a n c i a l  condi t ion of the  conference, 

"2. We recommend, That a genera l  fund be c rea ted  t o  meet the  genera l  expenses 
of the  conference."--nRecommendations and Resolutions Passed a t  the  S ix th  
Annual Sess ion of the Chesapeake Confsrenoe, " May 20-27, 1305, A t l a n t i c  Union 
Gleaner, August 2 ,  1905. 



MSS. 82 CAUSES RECONSIDERATION I N  NEW YORK STATE OF SUPPORTING SANITARIUM 
WORKERS FROM TITHE: [ A t  the  New York Annual Sess ion]  "On the  a u d i t i n g  
committee the  matter  came up regarding t h e  use of the  t i t h e  t o  help  support  
treatment rooms. The Buffa lo  Sanitarium has received $50.00 per month t h e  
pas t  yea r  from the  t i t h e ,  and J. E. Harrington has  been given $10.00 per week 
a t  the  treatment rooms i n  Rochester. It was Eld. Lane's plan t o  put i n  
another young man a t  the treatment rooms the re  and send Bro. Harrington t o  
Albany under pay from t h e  t i t h e  t o  open another s e t  of  treatment rooms. 

"Some on the  Committee requested Eld. Lane t o  w r i t e  t o  S i s t e r  White and get 
an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  r e a l l y  t h i s  was what they were a f t e r ,  of t h e  p l a i n  
testimony which has been p r in ted  i n  the  INDICATOR [Mss. 82, 19041 and elsewhere 
regarding the  use of the  t i t h e .  Eld. Lane may w r i t e  t o  her. He s a i d  he could 
g e t  a l e t t e r  through from her  he was sure.  "--T. E. Bowen t o  W. C. White, 
Sept. 20, 1905. Bowen, T. E.,  1904-05, White Esta te .  

RATIONALE FOR PAYING A TEACHER AT SOUTH LANCASTER ACADEMY FROM TITF! FUNDS: 
"Whereas, the  Testimonies say,  'The b e s t  m i n i s t e r i a l  t a l e n t  should be 
employed i n  teaching the  Bible  i n  our schools. Those se lec ted  f o r  the  work 
need t o  be thorough Bible  s tuden t s ,  and t o  have a deep Chr i s t i an  experience;  
and t h e i r  s a l a r y  should be paid from the  t i t h e . '  and,-- 

"Whereas, Elder R. F. C o t t r e l l  i s  a min i s t e r  chosen from t h i s  S t a t e  t o  teach i n  
our Union Conference Academy and i s  t o  be a Bible  teacher  t h i s  coming yea r ,  
the re f  ore,  -- 
nReSOIVea, That we pay the  wages of Brother C o t t r e l l  the  forth-coming school 
year  of t h i r t y - s i x  weeks."--Resolution Passed a t  Annual Sess ion of New York 
Conference, Sept. 1905, New York Ind ica to r ,  Sept. 20, 1905. 

ADDITIONAL TITHE RESOLUTION PASSED BY NEW YORK CONFERENCE: "Whereas, The t i t h e  
is holy and i s  designated by t h e  i n f i n i t e  God t o  be f o r  a s p e c i f i c  and holy use, 
t h a t  the  gospel of the kingdom may be, i n  every age, r a p i d l y  c a r r i e d  t o  a l l  
people, na t ions  and tongues, the re fo re ,  -- 
"Resolved, That the  execut ive  o f f i c e r s  be d i r e c t e d  t o  see  t o  i t  t h a t  i t  be 
used only f o r  the  purpose f o r  which i t  i s  and was designed."--Ibid., Sept. 27, 
1905. 

T I T H E  I N C R E A S E S  I N  NEW YORK STATE AND I L L I N O I S ;  " T h e  tithe has  come i n  quite 
wel l  the  pas t  q u a r t e r  and the re  seems t o  be a good s p i r i t  among the  people i n  
t h i s  respect .  The S.S. Lessons have doubt less  done a good work." 

"1 am pleased t o  no t i ce  t h a t  our t i t h e  i s  inc reas ing  mate r i a l ly ,  s o  we w i l l  
not  be cramped with funds t o  pay the  s a l a r y  of our laborers."--T. E. Bowen t o  
C. B. Keyson, Oct. 19, 1905; RG NA A T  NY 21, 1905-06 Bk., p. 412 and W i l l i a m  
Covert t o  A. G. Danie l ls ,  Oct. 23, 1905; RG 11, 1905--Covert, William. 

PLANS FOR TITHES SECTION OF VOLUME 9 OF TESTIMONIES FAIRLY WELL ESTABLISHED 
BY LATE 1905: " S i s t e r  Hare has been c o l l e c t r n g  mat ter  f o r  the  rlrSt department 
of Testimony Vol. 9, and a s  soon a s  Robinson i s  done helping on the  index, he 
w i l l  continue with t h e  work of c o l l e c t i n g  what Mother has w r i t t e n  on t h e  sub jec t  
of Ti the  and Stewardship."--W. C .  White t o  G. A.  I rwin ,  Oct. 31, 1305. 



EDUCATING THE CHURCH--HOW TO AVOID TENDENCY TO TAKE TITHE I N T O  ONES' OWN HANDS: 
[Re t h e  fo l lowing  r e s o l u t i o n  passed at 1905 GC S e s s i o n ]  " 'That  t h e  
o f f i c e r s  of  a l l  churches  make themselves ensamples t o  t h e i r  f l o c k s  i n  
t h e  payment of t i t h e s  and o f f e r i n g s ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  they may c o n s i s t e n t l y  
exhor t  o t h e r s  t o  f a i t h f u l n e s s  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  

"It w i l l  be p l a i n l y  s een  t h a t  t h e  aim of  t h e  General  Conference is  t o  persuade 
our  people t o  p l ace  i n  r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n s  only  such  a s  a r e  t r u e  and l o y a l  
i n  paying t h e i r  t i t h e  i n t o  t h e  t r e a s u r y  of  t h e  Lord, t h a t  even church o f f i c e r s ,  
such as church elders, deacons, and t r e a s u r e r s ,  s h a l l  be ensamples t o  tho 
f l o c k  i n  t h e  payment o f  t h e i r  t i t h e s  and o f f e r i n g s ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  they can 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  e x h o r t  o t h e r s  t o  f a i t h f u l n e s s  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  

"Oftentimes t h e  t i t h e  i s  d i v e r t e d  from i t s  s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t ;  namely, t h e  s u p p o r t  
o f  t h e  e v a n g e l i c a l  work of  our  denomination. Sometimes w e  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  
churches  a r e  tempted t o  use t h e i r  t i t h e  i n  t h e  suppor t  of l o c a l  work, i n  t h e  
payment o f  church expenses,  f o r  j a n i t o r  s e r v i c e ,  and such  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t a l  
expenses  as r e a l l y  belong t o  t h e  church t o  supply.  When t h e  s t a n d a r d  of 
l o y a l t y  t o  God i s  s o  lowered, i t  can be no marvel t h a t  consc i en t ious  people  
become d iscouraged ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t hose  who a r e  i n  charge  of  t h e  work a r e  
n o t  t r u e  and f a i t h f u l ,  and consequently t a k e  t h e i r  t i t h e  i n t o  t h e i r  own 
hands, and p l a c e  i t  where they  b e l i e v e  i t  w i l l  be used f o r  t h e  purpose which 
t h e  Lord orda ins .  "--I. H. Evans, =How t o  I n c r e a s e  Our T i t h e s  and Of fe r ings , "  
Advent Review, Nov. 2 ,  1905. 

SOUTH LANCASTER ACADEMY TEACHERS' SALARIES PREVIOUSLY PAID FROM TITHE: "The 
schoo l  [South Lancas t e r  Academy] had run  behind $3600 . . . about  $2000 which 
t h e  conferences  [ i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Union] donated on t h e  t e a c h e r s  s a l a r i e s . " - -  
E. W. Farnsworth t o  A. G. D a n i e l l s ,  Nov. 16 ,  1905. RG 11, 1905--Farnsworth, 
E. W. 

S. H. LANE AND MSS. 82, 1904: "Up t o  Oct. I s t ,  1904, t h e  Conference pa id  t h e  
l a b o r e r s  i n  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  [Buffa lo  Sani ta r ium]  something l i k e  $100 a month 
o u t  of t h e  t i t h e s .  From Oct. 1 ,  1904, t o  Oct. 1 ,  1905, t h e  Conference pa id  
t hen  from the  t i t h e s  $50 a month. S ince  then  t h e r e  has  no th ing  been pa id  
them from t h e  Conference. 

" Jus t  b e f o r e  ou r  Sept .  S t a t e  Campmeeting an a r t i c l e  appeared i n  o u r  S t a t e  
paper w r i t t e n  by your  mother i n  r e g a r d  t o  paying t i t h e  t o  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  
ministry .  A r coo lu t ion  was handed i n  and passed  to the effect that no 
t i t h e  should  be paid o u t  o n l y  t o  t h e  suppor t  of t h e  min i s t ry .  A l l  payment 
has  t h u s  been d i scon t inued ,  on ly  some t o  t h e  B i b l e  t e a c h e r  a t  So. Lancas te r .  
We pay toward h i s  s a l a r y  $250 t h i s  year .  Some t h i n k  i f  i t  i s  r i g h t  t o  pay 
him f o r  t e a c h i n g  t h e  B ib l e ,  would i t  no t  be proper  t o  pay somethng t o  a 
t e a c h e r  i n  an I n d u s t r i a l  s choo l  who t eaches  i n  a State schoo l  who l i k e w i s e  
t eaches  t h e  Bib le .  

y e a r  ago l a s t  J u l y  we opened a Treatment Room i n  Rochester .  It has  
c o s t  u s  some $1000. We r a i s e d  some of t h i s  amount by dona t ions ,  some $250. 
We paid the manager $10 a week from the t l t n e s  u n t l l  ttlls yea r  I n  Oct. The 
s u r p l u s  o r  e a r n i n g s  going  i n t o  t h e  Room t o  b u i l d  i t  up [ s i c ] .  We opened a 
h e a l t h  food s t o r e  i n  connect ion  wi th  t h e  Treatment Room and ou r  sales a t  t h e  
present t i m e  run over $100 a month. Dur ing  Oct. and Nov. the aa les  were 
$240. The p r o f i t  on t h e  s a l e s  now pay t h e  r e n t  on t h e  Rooms. Some have thought  



i t  was no t  wrong on  account  of  some t h i n g s  i n  t he  t e s t i m o n i e s  t o  a i d  a s  we d i d  
from t h e  t i t h e s .  We should have Treatment Rooms e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  
c i t ies  i n  t h i s  S t a t e .  Would i t  i n  your op in ion  be wrong f o r  a time t o  pay 
from t h e  t i t h e  t h e  manager o f  t h e  Rooms. When t h e  Rooms a r e  pa id  f o r  and 
become s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  then  when t h e  manager and h e l p  a r e  paid t hen  t h e  
s u r p l u s  i f  any a r e  t o  go t o  t h e  Conference o r  t o  b u i l d  up similar Rooms. P l ea se  
g i v e  me your  j u d m e n t  on t h i s  matter. . . . 
"We of  course  a r e  paying a t i t h e  of  ou r  t i t h e s  t o  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Union Conference 
and are also s u p p o r t i n g  the  lahorer i n  the Island of Porto Rioo. . . . Tho 
q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  payment o f  t i t h e s  i s  one which is  be ing  a g i t a t e d  and t h e  
q u e s t i o n  i s  should any be pa id  f o r  San i t a r ium Treatment Rooms o r  School 
purposes. Be f r e e  t o  w r i t e  me q u i t e  f u l l y  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  "-S. H. Lane t o  
W. C. White, Dec. 31, 1905. Lane, S. H. ,  1904-05, White E s t a t e .  

[There i s  no r eco rd  o f  a r e p l y  t o  t h i s  letter.]  

ELLEN WHITE C O N T I N U E S  TO CALL FOR MORE WORKERS: "We need f i f t y  workers  where 
t h e r e  i s  one. The Lord i s  coming i n  judgment t o  t hose  who a r e  no t  i n  t h e  t r u t h ,  
and we need workers--men who can p rope r ly  d e f i n e  what i s  truth-- to go f o r t h  
w i th  t h e  message. "--Ellen White t o  Bre th ren  Assembled i n  Council a t  Washington, 
A p r i l  2 ,  1906. S p e c i a l  Test imonies,  Bk. 23, p. 356. 

RESULTS OF TITHE REFORM EXPERIENCED BY THE GC; DANIELLS DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
TITHE FOR "ORDINARY REQUIREMENTS OF THE GOSPEL MINISTRYn AND OFFERINGS FOR 
"FACILITIESn: "Our Union and l o c a l  Conferences have come t o  ou r  a s s i s t a n c e  
most encouragrngly d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  s i x  months. Beginning wi th  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  $2,000 by t h e  A t l a n t i c  Union last November, we have 
r ece ived  ove r  $26,000 i n  cash  from t h e  t r e a s u r i e s  o f  l o c a l  and Union 
Conferences. , . . I am very  g r e a t l y  hoping t h a t  t he se  g i f t s  from t h e  t i t h e s  o f  
organized  conferences  w i l l  con t inue  t o  be made by t h e  l a r g e  conferences  t o  be 
h e l d  t h i s  f a l l ,  u n t i l  t h e  t o t a l  amount g iven  i n  t h i s  way f o r  t h e  y e a r  w i l l  
r e ach  $50,000. . . . 
"1 am as conf iden t  as can be t h a t  t h e  t i t h e  i s  t h e  t r u e  basis o f  s u p p o r t  o f  all 
gospe l  workers  f o r  t h e  Lord i n  both home and f o r e i g n  f i e l d s .  . . . I do n o t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  dona t ions  a l o n e  should  be t h e  b a s i s  o f  suppor t  o f  gospe l  workers  
anywhere. The t i t h e  is t h e  b a s i s  t h e  Lord h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and a f u l l  t i t h e  of  
a l l  he g i v e s  h i s  people i s  amply s u f f i c i e n t  t o  meet a l l  t h e  o r d i n a r y  
requiremento of the  gospe l  min i s t ry .  Donations will o f  course always b e  needed 
t o  provide  f a c i l i t i e s  of  v a r i o u s  s o r t s  r e q u i r e d  t o  c a r r y  on t h e  work."--A. G. 
D a n i e l l s  t o  W. B. White, June  27, 1906. RG 11,  Bk. 39, pp. 144-45, 

DANIELLS REPORTS ON A NEW ERA: "Not l o n g  ago t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  a l l  our  
conferences  were expending a l l  t h e i r  t i t h e ,  excep t  a t e n t h  s e n t  t o  t h e  Genera l  
Conference, w i t h i n  t h e i r  own boundaries .  When ou r  people began t o  open mis s ions  
i n  f o r e i g n  f i e l d s ,  a c a l l  was made f o r  dona t ions  f o r  t h e i r  suppor t .  The 
dona t ions  were u n c e r t a i n ;  they  f l u c t u a t e d  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  frequency and 
fervency of  t h e  c a l l s .  They were nea r ly  always i n s u f f i c i e n t .  This  made t h e  
work o f  upanir~g arld e n l a r g l n g  miss lonary  e n t e r p r i s e s  slow and perp lex ing .  

"The donat ion  basis f o r  the  suppor t  o f  miss ionary  e n t e r p r i s e s  i s  very  d i f f e r e n t  
frnm the tithe basis f o r  tho support o f  organized confcrcnceo.  I t  io uncerta in  



and i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  and t h e r e f o r e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  It is n o t  t h e  B ib le  p l a n  f o r  
t he  suppor t  of  gospel  workers  i n  e i t h e r  home o r  f o r e i g n  f i e l d s .  

"Our conferences  a r e  fast  coming t o  recognize  t h i s ,  and a r e  expres s ing  t h i s  
r e c o g n i t i o n  by s h a r i n g  t h e i r  t i t h e s  w i th  miss ion  f i e l d s .  , . . The r e p o r t s  
show t h a t  du r ing  1905 our  home conferences  expended $78,957.79 of  t h e i r  
t i t h e s  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  m i n i s t e r s  and B i b l e  workers i n  miss ion  f i e l d s .  
Adding t o  t h i s  t h e  amount of  cash  appropr i a t ed  t o  t h e  General  Conference s i n c e  
las t  November, w e  have a sum t o t a l i n g  $105,473.26 from conference  t i t h e  
being expended i n  miss ion fields. As there a r e  many large ,  s trong confcrcnceo 
y e t  t o  hold t h e i r  annual camp-meetings and conference  s e s s i o n s  t h i s  year, it 
w i l l  no t  be s u r p r i s i n g  i f  ano the r  twenty-f ive thousand d o l l a r s  s h a l l  be 
added t o  t h e  above. . . . 
"Thus t h e  g r e a t  work we have undertaken grows more s t r enuous  every day, and 
the  demands f o r  workers  and means con t i n u a l l y  inc rease .  "--A. G. D a n i e l l s ,  
"Encouraging and S i g n i f i c a n t , "  Advent Review, J u l y  5, 1906. 

AVERAGE TITHE PAYMENT INCREASES: "There was a sp l end id  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  
t i t h e s  l a s t  year .  The r e p o r t  which Brother  Rogers h a s  j u s t  completed shows t h e  
average t i t h e  per  member i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  be $10.29 f o r  1905. This  
is t h e  l a r g e s t  eve r  recorded s i n c e  we have been keeping statistics.  It i s  
$1.61 per  member h ighe r  than f o r  1904. This  means $134,217.55 i n c r e a s e  i n  
t i t h e  over  t h e  amount r ece ived  du r ing  1904. . . . Now that s o  many of t h e  
conferences  a r e  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  t i t h e s  w i th  t h e  miss ion  f i e l d s ,  t h e  most o f  
t h i s  i n c r e a s e  w i l l  go t o  t h e  suppor t  of  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  f o r e i g n  lands."--A. G. 
D a n i e l l s  t o  W. C. White, J u l y  26, 1906. RG 11, Bk. 39, pp. 349-50. 

TITHES NOT USED I N  INSTITUTIONAL WORK: "We do no t  use t h e  t i t h e s  f o r  o rd ina ry  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  work i n  t h i s  country.  It i s  not  our aim t o  use  t h e  t i t h e s  f o r  
b u i l d i n g  purposes i n  any of  our miss ion  f i e l d s ,  The t i t h e s  go t o  t h e  suppor t  
o f  our  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  and the  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  a r e  e r e c t e d  i n  miss ion  f i e l d s  a r e  
put  up by t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t h a t  come from our people. "--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  
W. B. White, August 1 ,  1906. RG 11, Bk. 39, pp. 410-11. 

MORE RESULTS FROM TITHE REFORM: "If you w i l l  s tudy t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t  which 
appeared i n  t h e  Review Sept .  6 ,  you w i l l  see t h a t  t he  conferences gave of t h e i r  
t i t h e s  du r ing  1905 t h e  sum of  $97,696.89. This  i s  an a d d i t i o n a l  g i f t  t o  t h e  
miss ion  f i e l d s  a s i d e  from t h e  r e g u l a r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t h a t  we have former ly  been 
receiving. . . . [We expect] this amount  will reach  $50,000 be fo re  t h l s  y e a r  
c loses .  If you add t h i s  t o  t he  $97,000, you have nea r ly  $150,000 g iven  from 
t h e  t i t h e s  of ou r  l o c a l  Conferences t h i s  year .  Such a t h i n g  was unheard o f  a 
few y e a r s  ago. 

nThis  is h e l p i n g  u s  very  much t o  send i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  young men and young 
women who are prepared f o r  s e rv i ce .  I do not  know o f  a s i n g l e  person who l e f t  
our  s choo l s  l a s t  June prepared f o r  any kind o f  p u b l i c  work who was no t  
pressed  i n t o  s e r v i c e  somewhere. . . , 
"Since our local confaramoea have begun t o  s n a r e  tnelr tltnes w l t h  t h e  
miss ion  f i e l d s ,  our b r e t h r e n  a r e  coming t o  t h e  f r o n t  and paying a much 
l a r g e r  t i t h e .  The Conferences who a r e  g iv ing  t h e  largest amounts f i n d  
that  a l l  they g i v e  t o  miss ion f i e l d s  from t h e i r  t i t h e  treasuries 13 made up 
by t h e  i n c r e a s e  pa id  in by t h e  bre thren .  This  i s  encouraging them wonderful ly,  



and emboldening them t o  give still  more, and i t  h e l p s  them t o  t a k e  o n  more 
w o r k e r s  i n  t h e i r  own f i e l d s .  "--A. G. D a n i e l l s  t o  D r .  C l a r e n c e  B a l l ,  S e p t ,  21,  
1906. RG 11, Bk. 39, pp. 651-52. 


