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I N  THE SHADOW OF THE 'DAILY': 
BACKGROUND AND AFTERMATH OF THE 1919 BIBLE AND 

HISTORY TEACHERS' CONFERENCE 

Ber t  Haloviak 

INTRODUCTION 

Arthur  G. Dan ie l l s ,  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  three-week phase of t he  1919 Bib le  

and His tory  Teachers '  Conference wrote W .  C.  White: 

I th ink  I can t r u l y  say  t h a t  a t  t h e  c l o s e  of t h i s  important meeting, 
w e  s t and  toge the r  more un i t ed ly  and f i rmly  f o r  a l l  t h e  fundamentals 
than when w e  began t h e  meeting. e 

A con t r a ry  opinion was expressed t h r e e  years  l a t e r  by J. S. Washburn, a  m i n i s t e r  

of t h i r t y - e i g h t  y e a r s ,  when he  s t a t e d :  

Under t h e  a u t h o r i t y ,  and s a n c t i o n  o r  permission a t  l e a s t  of t h i s  s o  
c a l l e d  Bib le  I n s t i t u t e ,  t e ache r s  were undermining t h e  confidence of 
our  sons and daughters  i n  t h e  very fundamentals of ou r  t r u t h ,  whi le  
t h e  pa ren t s  were no t  allowed t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  sacred  s e c r e t s  of 
t h i s  p r i v a t e  counci l . . . .  One of our most f a i t h f u l  workers s a i d  t h e  
ho ld ing  of t h i s  [1919] Bib le  I n s t i t u t e  was t h e  most t e r r i b l e  t h ing  
t h a t  had ever  happened i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h i s  denomination.1 

The Washburn s ta tement  r e f l e c t e d  a  viewpoint t h a t  had deep r o o t s  i n  t h e  

denominational p a s t ,  bu t  a  viewpoint t h a t  was no t  represen ted  a t  t h e  1919 Con- 

fe rence .  That viewpoint was no t  excluded by des ign ,  bu t  r a t h e r  because t h e  

i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  t h e  Conference came from t h e  educa t ion  f i e l d ,  and de l ega t e s  were 

s e l e c t e d  l a r g e l y  from t h e  B ib l e  and h i s t o r y  f a c u l t i e s  of t h e  major educa t iona l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

The d i sco rd  wi th  t h i s  unrepresented segment had begun f a r  e a r l i e r  than 1919 

and would cont inue  a f t e r  t h e  Conference. The n a t u r e  of t h e  disharmony concerned 

c o n f l i c t i n g  viewpoints  regard ing  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t he  s p i r i t  of prophecy and 

was fought wi th  the  t heo log ica l  ques t ion  of t h e  "dai ly"  of Daniel  8 a s  a  backdrop. 

This  paper w i l l  a t tempt  t o  o u t l i n e  t h e  two major c o n f l i c t i n g  p o s i t i o n s  on 

t h e  na tu re  of t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy and t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  

consequences of t h e  f r i c t i o n  between those p o s i t i o n s .  It  w i l l  a l s o  examine some 

of t h e  c r i s e s  t h a t  m i l i t a t e d  a g a i n s t  a  succes s fu l  dialogue t h a t  might have 

synthes ized  t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  viewpoints.  The writer b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  t ragedy of 
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t h e  decade t h a t  preceded,  and t h e  decades t h a t  fo l lowed t h e  Conference w a s  t h a t  

each s i d e  had e lements  of t r u t h  t h a t  were needed by t h e  o t h e r .  D i s t r u s t ,  how- 

e v e r ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  one p o s i t i o n  d i s m i s s i n g  t h e  o t h e r  a s  " v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n i s t s , "  

w h i l e  t h e  second camp cons idered  i t s  opponents t o  be moving,consciously  o r  

unconsc ious ly ,  toward t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy. With t h a t  d i s -  

t r u s t  came s o l i d i f i c a t i o n  of p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  rendered more u n l i k e l y  t h e  needed 

d ia logue .  

A f t e r  look ing  a t  t h e  Conference i t s e l f  and some of i t s  unreso lved  q u e s t i o n s ,  

t h e  paper  b r i e f l y  examines c e r t a i n  a p o s t a s i e s  t h a t  c o l o r e d  t h e  atmosphere a s  

t h e  deba te  on t h e  "da i ly"  was beg inn ing .  I t  t h e n  examines t h e  major proponents  

of each of t h e  p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  became s o l i d i f i e d  o v e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  i n s p i r a -  

t i o n  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy. 

It shou ld  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  q u e s t i o n s  invo lved  i n  t h i s  paper  

n e c e s s i t a t e d  a broad a t t e m p t  f o r  documentation.  I t  shou ld  be  unders tood t h a t ,  

w h i l e  t h e  w r i t e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  evidence j u s t i f i e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  conc lus ions  

reached,  t h e  paper  i n  no way p u r p o r t s  t o  b e  a thorough e x p o s i t i o n  of t h e  many 

invo lved  e p i s o d e s  t h a t  i t  touches .  

The sponsors  of t h e  1919 B i b l e  and H i s t o r y  Teachers '  Conference d i d  n o t  

produce minutes  of t h e  meet ing n o r  d i d  they i s s u e  a formal  r e p o r t  of p o s i t i o n s  

t aken  on t h e  v a r i o u s  t o p i c s  p r e s e n t e d .  The t r a n s c r i p t  of t h i s  confe rence ,  t h e r e -  

f o r e ,  does n o t  c o n s t i t u t z  any k i n d  of an  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t .  The t r a n s c r i p t  

c o n s i s t s  of b o t h  s t u d y  papers  and d i s c u s s i o n s .  Some of t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  covered 

t o p i c s  n o t  on t h e  agenda. 

C a r e f u l  s c h o l a r s h i p  would p l a c e  more weight  on t h e  thoughts  expressed  i n  

t h e  papers  t h a n  i n  t h e  i d e a s  p r e s e n t e d  dur ing  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  i n s o f a r  as 

denominat ional  consensus i s  concerned.  W h i l e  t h e  extemporaneous remarks of a 



d e l e g a t e  might r e v e a l  h i s  own d e e p e s t  t h e o l o g i c a l  problems, t h e  same t o p i c  

hand led  by t h e  same person  b u t  a p p e a r i n g  i n  a  denominat ional  j o u r n a l  o r  book 

would more n e a r l y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  church a t  l a r g e  o r  a  major s c h o o l  of denomina- 

t i o n a l  though t .  

1919 BIBLE AND HISTORY TEACHERS' CONFERENCE 

T. E .  Bowen, i n  a  p o e t i c  o u t b u r s t  t o  h i s  f r i e n d  A. 0 .  T a i t ,  sough t  t o  p r e p a r e  

him f o r  t h e  s e a s o n a b l e  Washington c l i m a t e  he  could  expec t  d u r i n g  t h e  for thcoming 

B i b l e  and H i s t o r y  Teachers '  Conference t o  b e  h e l d  f o r  s i x  weeks beg inn ing  

J u l y  1, 1919 : 

The days a r e  g e t t i n g  s l immer ,  
The heat b e g i n s  t o  simmer 

To make h i s  p o i n t  p a i n f u l l y  c l e a r ,  Bowen n o t e d  t h a t  by t h e  t ime J u l y  comes on 

"it w i l l  b e  d e l i g h t f u l l y  warm, s o  come on and h e l p  us en joy  i t . "  He r e c a l l e d  

t h a t  when t h e  l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Conference was under c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  A .  G .  D a n i e l l s  

no ted  t h a t  Bowen had s t a y e d  around Washington f o r  t h e  p a s t  10 t o  12 summers and 

s u r v i v e d .  

A f a i r  amount of t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  h o l d i n g  such a confe rence  had come 

from t h e  P a c i f i c  P r e s s ,  where T a i t  was s e r v i n g  a s  a n  e d i t o r .  A s  e a r l y  a s  1913, 

M. C.  Wilcox, e d i t o r  of t h e  S igns  - o f  - t h e  -9 Times had c a l l e d  f o r  such a  meet ing 

t o  under take  in-depth  B i b l e  s t u d i e s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  he r e c a l l e d  from a  bygone 

e r a .  Another t h i n g  t h a t  Wilcox r e c a l l e d  from t h a t  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d  was t h a t  t h e r e  

was n o t  " t h a t  awfu l  f e a r  t h a t  somebody was go ing  t o  t e a c h  h e r e s y '  i f  they  h e l d  

a  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  view from what somebody e l s e  d id . "3  

Two y e a r s  l a t e r  Wilcox renewed h i s  c a l l .  T h i s  t ime  he  l i s t e d  t h e  p o i n t s  of  

d i f f e r e n c e  among e d i t o r s ,  B i b l e  t e a c h e r s ,  and m i n i s t e r s  and hoped such q u e s t i o n s  

as ( a )  p r o p h e t i c  d a t e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  beg inn ing  and end ing  of  t h e  1260 y e a r s ,  

(b)  meaning of t h e  term " S p i r i t  of Prophecy" i n  Rev. 12:17 and 19 : l o ,  ( c )  t h e  
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"da i ly"  o f  Danie l  8 ,  (d)  t h e  k i n g  o f  t h e  North o f  Daniel  11, ( e )  "This genera t ion"  

of Matthew 24 ,  and ( f )  t h e  p lagues  o f  Rev. 1 6 ,  would be  cons idered .  The m a t t e r  

was d i s c u s s e d  d u r i n g  F a l l  Counci l  and t h e  d e l e g a t e s  looked toward such  a meet ing " a t  

t h e  f i rs t  oppor tun i ty . "  A y e a r  l a t e r  A.  0 .  T a i t  made a similar recommendation. 4 

I n  1917 W. C. White became wear ied by t h e  over -concen t ra t ion  on war themes 

d e p i c t e d  i n  denominat ional  p e r i o d i c a l s .  He wondered i f  t h e  denomination t h e n  

had s c h o l a r s h i p  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  develop p r o p h e t i c  themes b roader  t h a n  t h e  immedi- 

a t e  war s i t u a t i o n .  A s  h e  looked toward t h e  B i b l e  t e a c h e r s  he b e l i e v e d ,  "with a 

few excep t ions , "  t h a t  t h e y  could  be  c l a s s e d  w i t h i n  two c a t e g o r i e s :  ( a )  o r tho-  

dox, b u t  u n p r o g r e s s i v e  and b o r i n g ,  (b) p r o g r e s s i v e  and i n t e r e s t i n g ,  but n o t  

or thodox.  He c a l l e d  f o r  a s y s t e m a t i c  method of  improvement and urged t h a t  a 

summer B i b l e  s c h o o l  be  conducted a n n u a l l y .  D a n i e l l s  responded f a v o r a b l y  t o  t h e  

p roposa l  by r e c a l l i n g  h i s  own a t t e m p t s  i n  1913 t o  conduct a B i b l e  Teachers '  

I n s t i t u t e .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  such meet ings  w i t h  B i b l e  t e a c h e r s  and e d i t o r s  should  

r e s u l t  i n  a "blending i n  u n i t y .  115 

The General  Conference C o w i t t e e  on A p r i l  5 ,  1918, adopted a r e s o l u t i o n  

c a l l i n g  f o r  a B i b l e  and H i s t o r y  ~ e a c h e r s '  Counci l  of s i x  weeks' d u r a t i o n  t o  

b e g i n  J u l y  1, 1918. B i b l e  and h i s t o r y  t e a c h e r s  from SDA c o l l e g e s  and j u n i o r  

c o l l e g e s ,  l e a d i n g  e d i t o r s  and "such o t h e r  l e a d i n g  men" a s  t h e  GCC might des ig -  

n a t e ,  were i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d .  A committee of seven  s e l e c t e d  some 40 d e l e g a t e s  

and a s s i g n e d  approximately  67 B i b l e  and h i s t o r y  t o p i c s  t o  be cons idered .  Some 

of  t h e  sugges ted  t o p i c s  2nd proposed s p e a k e r s  were:   he Use o f  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  

Prophecy i n  B i b l e  and H i s t o r y  Teaching," A .  G .  D a n i e l l s  o r  W .  A .  S p i c e r ;  "The 

'Da i ly '  o f  t h e  Book of Danie l , "  F. M. Wilcox; " I n s p i r a t i o n :  What Is It i n  t h e  

B i b l e  and i n  t h e  Tes t imonies? ' ,  A.  G. D a n i e l l s ;  "What S h a l l  Our A t t i t u d e  B e  on 

t h e  F l e s h  Quest ion?" ,  F. M. Wilcox. When t h e  war s i t u a t i o n  caused c a n c e l l a t i o n  

o f  t h e  proposed Conference,  t h e  General  Conference Committee recomynded one 

similar i n  scope t o  be  h e l d  i n  1919. Ra ther  i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  however, t h e  



t o p i c s  approved by t h e  GCC d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  e i t h e r  t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy o r  t h e  

"da i ly . "  The cover ing  l e t t e r  s e n t  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  d i d  n o t e ,  however, t h a t  i t  

was n o t  i n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  11 l i s t e d  t o p i c s  would b e  t h e  only  s u b j e c t s  cons idered ,  

b u t  t h a t  o t h e r s  could  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  "as may seem b e s t .  116 

A s  a member of t h e  General  Conference Committee, W .  C .  White a u t o m a t i c a l l y  

q u a l i f i e d '  a s  a  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  Conference.  Danie l s  extended t o  him, however, a 

s p e c i a l  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a t t e n d .  Although White could  t h i n k  of n o t h i n g  h e  would 

enjoy as much a s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  Conference,  h i s  u r g e n t  work i n  manuscr ipt  prepara-  

t i o n  p reven ted  h i s  a t  tendance.  7 

The a r e a  of perhaps  g r e a t e s t  i n t e r e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  a t  t h e  1919 

B i b l e  and H i s t o r y  Teachers '  Conference concerned t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  

of t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy. Although t h e  s u b j e c t  w a s  f o r m a l l y  d i s c u s s e d  on 

t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  o c c a s i o n s ,  a t h e r  a r e a s  of t h e  s t e n o g r a p h i c  r e p o r t  of t h e  meet ings  

a f f o r d  a d d i t i o n a l  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  unders tand ings  of t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  

i n s p i r a t i o n  of E l l e n  G. White. 

W. W. P r e s c o t t ,  General  Conference f i e l d  s e c r e t a r y ,  f i r s t  broached t h e  

s u b j e c t  by s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy needed t o  b e  

" i n t e r p r e t e d "  t o  b r i n g  them i n t o  "harmony w i t h  h i s t o r y  and f a c t . "  T h i s ,  h e  no ted ,  

might a t  t imes  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  normal f i r s t  r e a d i n g  of a  s p e c i f i c  s t a t e m e n t .  

P r e s c o t t  t h e n  moved from t h a t  p o i n t  t o  concluding t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy 

shou ld  b e  "cor rec ted"  when e r r o r s  of f a c t  were  uncovered.  H e  l i s t e d  s i x  such 

" c o r r e c t i o n s "  t h a t  had been made i n  t h e  1911 e d i t i o n  of Great  ~ o n t r o v e r s ~ . ~  

F. M. Wilcox, e d i t o r  of t h e  Review, w h i l e  a g r e e i n g  t h a t  M r s .  White i n  t h e  

past had recognized  f a l l i b i l i t y  i n  h e r  r e c a l l  of  c e r t a i n  e v e n t s  about which s h e  

was w r i t i n g  from memory, emphasized a  h o l  i s t i c  approach t o  t h e  w r i t i n g s  t h a t  

enab led  him t o  avo id  t h e  need of d e c i d i n g  whether  s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  s t a t e m e n t s  

were i n s p i r e d  o r  n o t .  Th i s  b a s i c  d ivergence  seemed t o  b e  p r e s e n t  throughout  t h e  



d i s c u s s i o n s  on t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy, and seemed t o  b e  unreso lved  when t h e  

Conference ended. 9 

A.  0 .  T a i t  p icked  up t h e  P r e s c o t t  theme and s t a t e d ,  " In  o t h e r  words,  s h e  

never  claimed s h e  had i n s p i r e d  ev idence  i n  r e g a r d  t o  those  d a t e s  and h i s t o r i c a l  

f a c t s . "  P r e s c o t t  responded by i n a c c u r a t e l y  a t t r i b u t i n g  t h e  fo l lowing  p o s i t i o n  

t o  W .  C.  White: 

I t a l k e d  t o  Eld.  W .  C.  White about  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  as I had something t o  
do w i t h  t h i s  book, and h e  h a s  t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  was no c la im t h a t  
t h i s  book w a s  t o  be  an  i n s p i r e d  a u t h o r i t y  on f a c t s  of h i s t o r y . 1 0  

A s  w i l l  b e  examined la ter ,  W .  C .  White never  a t t empted  t o  d i v i d e  p o r t i o n s  of 

t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy w r i t i n g s  i n t o  i n s p i r e d  and u n i n s p i r e d  s e c t i o n s .  While 

h e  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  Mrs. White as f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  on q u e s t i o n s  of h i s t o r i c a l  

accuracy ,  and n o t  t o  b e  used as a u t h o r i t y  i n  s e t t l i n g  d i s p u t e d  h i s b a r i c a l  ques- 

t i o n s ,  h e  s t u d i o u s l y  avoided d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  between s o - c a l l e d  i n s p i r e d  and 

u n i n s p i r e d  a s p e c t s  of t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy. 

While D. E.  Robinson o f f e r e d  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  t h a t  could  account  f o r  a t  l e a s t  

t h r e e  o f  t h e  s i x  " c o r r e c t i o n s "  mentioned by P r e s c o t t ,  W .  G .  Wir th ,  B i b l e  t e a c h e r  

from P a c i f i c  Union Col lege ,  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  h e  had never  b e l i e v e d  " t h a t  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy was t o  b e  t a k e n  a s  i n s p i r e d . "  He cons idered  

t h a t  t h e  " h i s t o r y  was merely  thrown i n  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s . " l l  

S i x  days a f t e r  t h a t  g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy, A .  G. D a n i e l l s  

expressed  p l e a s u r e  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  of meet ing and hav ing  a  " p l a i n  t a l k  about 

t h i s  ques t ion . "  H e  a l s o  expressed  happ iness  f o r  t h e  chance t o  p l a c e  h imse l f  "on 

r e c o r d  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  g i f t  t o  t h e  church" because  of t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  t h a t  seemed 

t o  p lague  him and o t h e r  members of t h e  General  Conference t h a t  they were  "shaky 

w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy," and t h a t  they  s t o o d  on s l i p p e r y  

ground. 1 2  

D a n i e l l s  concluded h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  b y  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  deep 
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concern o v e r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  h i s  i n f l u e n c i n g  someone t o  have l e s s  t h a n  f u l l  

confidence i n  the p r o p h e t i c  g i f t  i n  the church. H e  t h e n  r e l a t e d  exper iences  

b o t h  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  and A u s t r a l i a  t h a t  s o l i d i f i e d  h i s  f i r m  conf idence  i n  

t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy. A s  h e  w a s  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  c r i s i s  " t h a t  

would shake  t h i s  denomination t o  i t s  founda t ion , "  t h e  Kel logg c r i s i s ,  D a n i e l l s  

informed t h e  s t e n o g r a p h e r s  n o t  t o  t r a n s c r i b e  t h e  remainder of t h a t  meet ing 

"which would t a k e  o v e r  60 pages of typewr i t ing . "13  

A t  t h e  beg inn ing  of h i s  t a l k s  on t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy dur ing  t h e  second 

s e r i e s  o f  meet ings ,  D a n i e l l s  a g a i n  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t h e  hope t h a t  h e  would n o t  say  

"one word t h a t  w i l l  d e s t r o y  conf idence  i n  t h i s  g i f t .  . . . I do n o t  want t o  

c r e a t e  doubts ."  On s e v e r a l  occas ions  h e  c a l l e d  f o r  an  a f f i r m a t i o n  from t h e  

t e a c h e r s  t h a t  h i s  p o s i t i o n  was n o t  one t h a t  would cause  them t o  t h i n k  h e  was 

shaky on t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy. It seemed c l e a r  t h a t  D a n i e l l s  cons idered  h e  

was d e a l i n g  w i t h  s y m p a t h e t i c  l i s t e n e r s .  One of t h e  t e a c h e r s  s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  

p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  widespread b e l i e f  t h a t  n e i t h e r  h e  nor  P r e s c o t t  b e l i e v e d  t h e  

Test imonies  and t h i s  seemed t o  s o l i d i f y  D a n i e l l s '  i n t e n t i o n  of "exp la in ing"  t h e  

p o s i t i o n  of t h o s e  who caused him t o  have t h a t  r e p u t a t i o n .  D a n i e l l s ,  as w e l l  as 

o t h e r s ,  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h a t  segment a  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  v e r b a l  i n s p i r a -  

t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy.14 

During h i s  J u l y  30 t a l k ,  D a n i e l l s  seemed t o  r e v e a l  r a t h e r  f u l l y  h i s  concept  

of t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy. While h e  c l e a r l y  cons idered  t h e  

Test imonies  t o  be from t h e  Lord,  h e  l i k e w i s e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  need 

f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t o  occur .  He emphasized t h a t  t h e  r e a l  b a s i s  f o r  h i s  conf i -  

dence i n  t h e  g i f t  was t h e  f r u i t a g e  of t h e  g i f t  w i t h i n  t h e  church.  

D a n i e l l s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy a s  an  i n s p i r e d  commentary upon 

t h e  B i b l e ,  b u t  h e  r e j e c t e d  t h e  concept  t h a t  i t  was t h e  on ly  s a f e  i n t e r p r e t e r  of 

t h e  B i b l e  o r  t h a t  i t  was "an i n f a l l i b l e  i n t e r p r e t e r "  o f  t h e  B i b l e .  On q u e s t i o n s  
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v. 

of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  D a n i e l l s  s t r e s s e d  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  a  h o l  i s t i c  approach on a 
-* 

t e a c h i n g  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy. H e  emphasized t h a t  t h e  "whole t r e n d  of 

t e a c h i n g  and thought  t h a t  i s  pu t  through t h e  Test imonies  on t h a t  s u b j e c t "  

shou ld  determine t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s .  1 5  

D a n i e l l s  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  Mrs. White claimed " t o  b e  an  a u t h o r i t y  on 

h i s t o r y ,  and n e v e r  claimed t o  b e  a  dogmatic t e a c h e r  on theology."  He emphasized 

t h a t  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  "as f a r  as s h e  w a s  concerned,  s h e  was ready t o  c o r r e c t  i n  

r e v i s i o n  such s t a t e m e n t s  as s h e  thought  shou ld  be  c o r r e c t e d . "  He seemed t o  b e  

s t r e s s i n g  t h a t ,  j u s t  as Mrs. White shou ld  n o t  b e  cons idered  an  " i n f a l l i b l e  

i n t e r p r e t e r "  of t h e  B i b l e ,  s o  s h e  shou ld  n o t  b e  cons idered  an  " i n f a l l i b l e  guide  

t o  h i s t o r y . "  It shou ld  be  n o t i c e d  t h a t  D a n i e l l s  seemed t o  avo id  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

P r e s c o t t  seemed t o  t a k e  o f  c o n s i d e r i n g  Mrs. White n o t  " i n s p i r e d "  upon c e r t a i n  

p o i n t s .  D a n i e l l s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  between t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  and i n s p i r a -  

t i o n  and s t a t e d ,  "I never  unders tood t h a t  s h e  pu t  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r -  

i c a l  q u o t a t i o n s , "  w h i l e  a l s o  a g r e e i n g  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  proof  o f  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy was i t s  s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e  r a t h e r  t h a n  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  

v e r a c i t y .  16 

Another f a c e t  of D a n i e l l s '  unders tand ing  o f  t h e  p r o p e r  use  of t h e  s p i r i t  o f  

prophecy r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  some cla imed t o o  much f o r  t h e  w r i t i n g s .  While 

he  warned t h a t  a l l  e f f o r t s  s h o u l d  b e  made t o  avo id  c a s t i n g  doubts  upon t h e  g i f t  t o  

s t u d e n t s ,  a n o t h e r  way t o  i n j u r e  t h e  s t u d e n t  would b e  " t o  t a k e  an  extreme and 

unwarranted p o s i t i o n .  1117 

~ a n i e l l s '  phi losophy toward i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy i n  terms o f  

t h e  c o n t e x t  was e n u n c i a t e d  i n  response  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  concerning t h e  u s e  of 

b u t t e r .  He knew, D a n i e l l s  a s s e r t e d ,  t h a t  from c o n v e r s a t i o n s  h e  had w i t h  Mrs. 

White t h a t  s h e  w e l l  unders tood t h a t  common s e n s e  d i c t a t e d  t h a t  peop le  s h o u l d  b e  



governed by t h e  l o c a l i t y  and c i rcumstances  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  

q u e s t i o n .  1 8  

The 'most  prominent f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  of t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy on 

August 1 was t h e  q u e s t i o n  of v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n .  F.  M. Wilcox s t a t e d  t h a t  

because  of h i s  knowledge of t h e  methods used i n  t h e  E l l e n  White works h e  "never 

b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  Test imonies ."  J .  N .  Anderson wondered 

i f  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  shou ld  c o n t i n u e  t o  " l e t  o u r  peop le  i n  g e n e r a l  go on h o l d i n g  

t u  the  v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  Tes t imonies?"  He c a l l e d  f o r  c a u t i o u s  moves i n  

t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of e d u c a t i n g  t h e  membership t o  avo id  t h e  s e r i o u s  c r i s i s  t h a t  might 

someday occur .  C .  L.  T a y l o r  doubted t h a t  t h e  membership g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  i n  

t h e  v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  Tes t imonies .  He no ted  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  was 

d i s c u s s e d  f a r  more a t  t h e  Conference " i n  one day" t h a n  h e  e v e r  h e a r d  of i t  i n  

h i s  e n t i r e  l i f e .  D a n i e l l s  a g a i n  seemed t o  b e  r e a c t i n g  t o  t h o s e  who ques t ioned  

h i s  s t a n d i n g  on t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy when h e  s t a t e d :  

I t h i n k  more misch ie f  can b e  done w i t h  t h e  Test imonies  by c la iming  
t h e i r  v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  t h a n  can w i t h  t h e  B i b l e .  I f  you ask  f o r  t h e  
l o g i c  o f  i t ,  i t  might  t a k e  some t i m e  t o  b r i n g  i t  o u t ,  and I might n o t  
be  a b l e  t o  s a t i s f y  every  mind; b u t  i f  you ask  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
I can g i v e  i t  t o  you, p l e n t y  of i t .  

D a n i e l l s  expressed  h i s  o p i n i o n  t h a t  h o l d i n g  t o  a v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  concept of 

t h e  Test imonies  was i l l o g i c a l  "because everybody who h a s  e v e r  s e e n  t h e  work done 

knows b e t t e r ,  and we might a s  w e l l  d i smiss  i t .  1119 

G. B .  Thompson b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  church had been i n c o r r e c t l y  educa ted  and 

t h u s  t h e  denomination f a c e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a shock on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 

vekba l  i n s p i r a t i o n .  H i s  conf idence  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy was n o t  i n  i t s  

v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  h e  s t a t e d ,  b u t  r a t h e r  " i n  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  and power i n  t h e  

denomination." H e  concluded, "They are n o t  v e r b a l l y  inspired--we know that - -  

and what i s  t h e  use  of t e a c h i n g  t h a t  they a r e ? "  M. E .  Kern sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  of v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  d i d  n o t  s e t t l e  t h e  problem of d e f i n i n g  t h e  



i n s p i r a t i o n  of E l l e n  White and D a n i e l l s  responded by s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  d i f f i c u l -  

t ies sprang  from t h e  two q u e s t i o n s  of i n f a l l i b i l i t y  and v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n .  He 

t h e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  James White s t a t e m e n t s  i n  t h e  Review and Hera ld  t h a t  a t tempted 

t o  c o r r e c t  e r roneous  i d e a s  about  v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n .  D a n i e l l s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

because  t h a t  e x p l a n a t i o n  was n o t  accep ted  "and passed on down," t h e  p r e s e n t  

g e n e r a t i o n  f a c e d  t h a t  p e r p l e x i t y .  He con t inued :  

We cou ld  mention some o l d  and some young who t h i n k  they cannot  b e l i e v e  
t h e  Test imonies  w i t h o u t  j u s t  p u t t i n g  them up as a b s o l u t e l y  i n f a l l i b l e  
and word- inspired,  t a k i n g  t h e  whole t h i n g  a s  g iven  v e r b a l l y  by t h e  
Lord. They do n o t  s e e  how t o  b e l i e v e  them and how t o  g e t  good o u t  of 
them excep t  i n  t h a t  way. . . . I am s u r e  t h e r e  has  been advocated an 
i d e a  of i n f a l l i b i l i t y  i n  S i s t e r  White and v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
Test imonies  t h a t  h a s  l e d  peop le  t o  expec t  t o o  much and t o  make t o o  
g r e a t  c la ims ,  and s o  we have g o t t e n  i n t o  d i f f i c u l t y  .... B r e t h r e n  are 
we going t o  evade d i f f i c u l t i e s  o r  h e l p  o u t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  by t a k i n g  
a f a l s e  p o s i t i o n ?  (VOICES: NO!) 

The n e x t  t h r e e  pages of t r a n s c r i p t  d e p i c t  D a n i e l l s  app ly ing  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 

v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  such q u e s t i o n s  as s a l t ,  eggs ,  b u t t e r  and book r e v i s i o n .  

How, h e  a s k s ,  could  t h e  w r i t i n g s  b e  r e v i s e d ,  i f  they were v e r b a l l y  i n s p i r e d . 2 0  

S e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  were made t o  a r r i v e  a t  a p r a c t i c a l  way t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  

concept of i n s p i r a t i o n .  B .  L. House cons idered  t h e  problem n o t  t o  be  t h e  ques- 

t i o n  of v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  methodology used i n  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  

books,  Because h e . b e l i e v e d  t h e  Tes t imonies  were p repared  d i f f e r e n t l y  than  o t h e r  

works c o n t a i n i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  e x t r a c t s ,  h e  impl ied  t h a t  t h e  Test imonies  were more 

i n s p i r e d .  F. M. Wilcox a g a i n  s t r e s s e d  h i s  o v e r - a l l  concept  of i n s p i r a t i o n  t h a t  

would a l l o w  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f a l l i b i l i t y  i n  a  s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l .  "It seems 

t o  me I would have t o  a c c e p t  what s h e  s a y s  on some of t h o s e  g e n e r d  p o l i c i e s  o r  

I would have t o  sweep away t h e  whole t h i n g , "  h e  s t a t e d . 2 1  

The d i s c u s s i o n  c l o s e d ,  however, w i t h  most q u e s t i o n s  unreso lved .  Perhaps t h e  

most b a s i c  was t h a t  posed by C. L.  Benson, dean and h i s t o r y  t e a c h e r  a t  P a c i f i c  

Union Col lege:  



I f  t h e r e  are such u n c e r t a i n t i e s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  o u r  h i s t o r i c a l  
p o s i t i o n ,  and i f  t h e  Test imonies  a r e  n o t  t o  be  r e l i e d  on t o  throw 
a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  l i g h t  upon o u r  h i s t o r i c a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  and i f  t h e  same 
is  t r u e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  o u r  t h e o l o g i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t e x t s ,  
t h e n  how can we c o n s i s t e n t l y  p l a c e  i m p l i c i t  conf idence  i n  t h e  d i r e c -  
t i o n  t h a t  i s  g iven  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  problems, and 
o u r  medical  s c h o o l ,  and even o u r  denominat ional  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  I f  
t h e r e  is  a d e f i n i t e  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  t h e n  how 
can we c o n s i s t e n t l y  l a y  a s i d e  t h e  Tes t imonies  o r  p a r t i a l l y  l a y  them 
a s i d e  when i t  comes t o  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  and h i s t o r i c  s i d e  of t h e  message 
and p l a c e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  on t h e  b a s i s  of r e s e a r c h  work.22 

C. L. Tay lor ,  B i b l e  i n s t r u c t o r  a t  Canadian J u n i o r  Col lege ,  r e s t a t e d  t h e  

Benson q u e s t i o n  by n o t i n g  t h a t  i f  E l l e n  Whi te ' s  s t a t e m e n t s  concerning h i s t o r y  

and p o s s i b l y  c e r t a i n  e x p o s i t i o n s  o f  s c r i p t u r e  were cons idered  u n r e l i a b l e :  

The on ly  n a t u r a l  c o n c l u s i o n  f o r  me, and probably  f o r  a g r e a t  many 
o t h e r s ,  would b e  t h a t  t h e  same a u t h o r s h i p  is  u n r e l i a b l e  r e g a r d i n g  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  r e g a r d i n g  pantheism,  and every  o t h e r  s u b j e c t  t h a t  s h e  
e v e r  t r e a t e d  on--that  s h e  may have t o l d  t h e  t r u t h ,  b u t  we had b e t t e r  
g e t  a l l  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  we can t o  s e e  whether  s h e  t o l d  t h e  t r u t h  
o r  n o t .  That  i s  something I would l i k e  t o  h e a r  d i s c u s s e d .  I do n o t  
b e l i e v e  we s h a l l  g e t  t o  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  u n l e s s  we answer 
P r o f e s s o r  Benson's q u e s t i o n .  2 3 

M. 13. Kern, S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  GC Youth Department,  l i k e w i s e  touched on 

t h a t  q u e s t i o n  when h e  wondered how t h e  same i n d i v i d u a l  (probably  r e f e r r i n g  t o  

P r e s c o t t )  could  c o n s i d e r  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy a s  

u n r e l i a b l e  "and t h e n  assert h i s  a b s o l u t e  conf idence  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy." 

H e  l i k e w i s e  wondered how an  i n d i v i d u a l  (obv ious ly  meaning D a n i e l l s )  could  

i g n o r e  t h e  d e f i n i t e  tes t imony concerning b u t t e r  and s t i l l  c l a i m  a b s o l u t e  conf i -  

dence i n  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy. The q u e s t i o n  i s ,  s t a t e d  

Kern, "What i s  t h e  n a t u r e  of i n s p i r a t i o n ? "  Kern emphasized t h e  twin problems 

of e x p l a i n i n g  such a phi losophy of  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  young peop le  and a l s o  t h e  

problem of a v o i d i n g  r a t i o n a l i z i n g  away t h e  e n t i r e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy. Kern 

cont inued:  

Can we, e i t h e r  i n  t h e  B i b l e  o r  t h e  Tes t imonies ,  p lay  upon a word 
i n s t e a d  of t h e  g e n e r a l  view of t h e  whole scope  of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ?  
I do n o t  b e l i e v e  a man can b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  
s p i r i t  of  prophecy and s t i l l  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  v e g e t a r i a n i s m  is  t h e  
t h i n g  f o r  mankind. I can unders tand  how t h a t  tes t imony was w r i t t e n  
f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and t h e r e  are e x c e p t i o n s  t o  i t ,  and how S i s t e r  White 
i n  h e r  human weakness could  make a m i s t a k e  i n  s t a t i n g  a t r u t h ,  and 
s t i l l  n o t  d e s t r o y  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of the s p i r i t  of prophecy; but t h e  



ques t ion  is  how t o  p re sen t  t he se  ma t t e r s  t o  t h e  people.  24 

P r e s c o t t  l i kewi se  considered t h e  ques t i on  of " inaccurac ies"  w i t h i n  t h e  

s p i r i t  of prophecy a s  a dilemma regarding t h e  ques t i on  of i n s p i r a t i o n .  H e  

r e c a l l e d  h i s  experience r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  r e v i s i o n  of Great Controversy. H i s  

problem was, h e  s t a t e d ,  t o  " r e t a i n  f a i t h "  i n  those  a r ea s  of t h e  s p i r i t  of 

prophecy t h a t  h e  had no p o s s i b i l i t y  of v e r i f y i n g  a s  he d id  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  rev i -  

s i o n s  t h a t  were accepted.  H e  noted t h a t  he  had no t  given up the  s p i r i t  of 

prophecy d e s p i t e  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y ,  bu t  "had t o  ad jus t "  h i s  "view of th ings ."  

H e  a l l uded  t o  h i s  poor r e p u t a t i o n  concerning h i s  s t a n c e  upon the  s p i r i t  of 

prophecy and sympathized wi th  t h e  ques t i on  posed by Benson not ing :  

I have gone through t h e  pe r sona l  experience myself over  t h a t  very 
t h ing  t h a t  you speak o f .  I f  w e  c o r r e c t  i t  h e r e  and c o r r e c t  i t  
t h e r e ,  how a r e  we going t o  s t and  wi th  i t  i n  t h e  o t h e r  p l aces?  

H i s  s o l u t i o n  seemed t o  be  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between the  books t h a t  he judged were 

prepared l a r g e l y  by Mrs. White and those  "prepared by o t h e r s  f o r  s a l e  t o  t h e  

publ ic , "  whi le  a t  t h e  same time a s s e r t i n g ,  i n c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  t h a t  he would no t  

draw a l i n e  "between what was a u t h o r i t a t i v e  and what was no t .  1125 

@ A . S  ffb .5 7. 
The Conference concluded without  answering t h i s  b a s i c  ques t ion .  Perhaps 

i t  was no t  equipped t o  do s o .  Perhaps t h e  range of a l t e r n a t i v e s  was no t  given 

a wide enough hear ing .  Perhaps a varying view of t h e  na tu re  of t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  

of t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy needed t o  be combined wi th  t h e  views represen ted  a t  

t h e  Conference. 

During h i s  l a s t  d i s cus s ion  on t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy a t  t h e  Conference, 

Dan ie l l s  a l l uded  t o  h i s  in-depth exposure t o  t h e  workings of t h a t  g i f t  w i t h i n  

t h e  church. Indeed, very few were a l i v e  by 1919 who had a more thorough expo- 

s u r e  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy than A .  G .  Dan ie l l s .  Note t h i s  s ta tement  made 

t o  t h e  Conference de l ega t e s :  



A l l  t he se  yea r s  s i n c e  t h e  B a t t l e  Creek controversy began I have 
been f ace  t o  f a c e  wi th  t h i s  ques t i on  of t h e  tes t imonies .  I have 
m e t  a l l  t h e  doubters ,  t h e  ch ie f  ones,  and have d e a l t  wi th  i t  i n  
m i n i s t e r i a l  i n s t i t u t e s ,  and have t a lked  i t  over  and over  u n t i l  
I am thoroughly f a m i l i a r  wi th  i t ,  whether I am s t r a i g h t  o r  no t .  
I do n o t  know t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a crook o r  a kink i n  i t  t h a t  I have no t  
heard brought up by these  men t h a t  have f a l l e n  away from us.26 

A glimpse a t  some of t h e  ques t ions  r a i s e d  during t h e  controversy with 

J. H. Kellogg and A. T .  Jones i n  B a t t l e  Creek might be h e l p f u l  i n  ga in ing  a 

pe r spec t ive  of Dan ie l l s '  and o t h e r s '  a t t i t u d e s  toward t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of 

t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy. 

KELLOGGJONES CRISIS 

As  t h e  Kellogg-Jones c r i s i s  was approaching a peak of i n t e n s i t y ,  George 

Bu t l e r ,  former p re s iden t  of t h e  General Conference wrote  t h e  cu r r en t  p r e s iden t ,  

A. G. Daniels, h i s  r e a c t i o n :  

It i s  a t e r r i b l e ,  t e r r i b l e  t h ing !  and a r e  we going i n t o  t h e  c o n f l i c r  
be fo re  us . . . t h e  g r e a t  and c lo s ing  c o n f l i c t ,  wi th  two camps wrang- 
l i n g  w i th  each o t h e r ,  Arthur? I do no t  be l f eve  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  un less  
we g e t  t h i s  t h i n g  f i x e d  up i n  some way, and union r e s t o r e d ,  t o  go on 
without  be ing  t e r r i b l y  c r ipp l ed  f o r  y e a r s ,  and t h e  l o s s  of many sou l s .  

A fundamental element of t h e  wrangl ing mentioned by B u t l e r  concerned c o n f l i c t -  

i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy. 2 7 

The a t t i t u d e  t h a t  both John Harvey Kellogg and Alonzo T.  Jones had toward 

t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy seemed t o  preclude o r  a t  l e a s t  t o  sha rp ly  minimize t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  of  cons ider ing  t h e  contex t  of t he  message given o r  of " i n t e r p r e t i n g "  

i t .  When urged, i n  1905, t o  exp la in  o r  have A.  T .  Jones exp la in  a pre-1900 

testimony r e l a t i n g  t o  medical work Kellogg s t a t e d ,  "I don ' t  know t h a t  i t  needs 

explana t ion .  There is  j u s t  t h e  s ta tement  there . ' '  Jones commented, "I never 

exp la in  t h e  Test imonies .  I b e l i e v e  them." Kellogg agreed wi th  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  

and aff i rmed:  



What is  t h e  use of t r y i n g  t o  exp la in  what t h e  Lord i s  doing, what 
t h e  Lord says.  The Lord s a y s  i t  a s  he wants t o  say  i t .  

A l i t t l e  l a t e r  during t h i s  same meeting, Kellogg r e i t e r a t e d  t h i s  a t t i t u d e :  

I a m  no t  going t o  exp la in  what t h e  Lord says .  I am no t  going 
t o  t r y  t o .  When I read my Bib le  I b e l i e v e  t h e  Bible--the word 
t h e  Lord has  s e n t  t o  me, and I w i l l  j u s t  g e t  ou t  of i t  a l l  I 
can. I w i l l  ask  t h e  Lord t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h a t  t o  me s o  I can 
understand i t .  I read the  Testimonies i n  j u s t  t h e  same way. 28 

Jones aff i rmed t h a t  h i s  understanding of t he  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t he  t e s t imon ie s  

was undercut when he  could n o t  exp la in  a  seeming incons is tency .  Like Kellogg 

he  re fused  t o  exp la in  o r  cons ider  t he  changing circumstances when he r e l a t e d  

t o  t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy. Jones t o l d  t h e  congregat ion a t  t h e  B a t t l e  Creek 

Tabernacle:  

I have n o t  a  c e n t ' s  worth of r e s p e c t  f o r  any such p l ea  a s  is  
made too o f t e n  and e s p e c i a l l y  of l a t e  yea r s  on 'Testimonies 
up-to-date'; a s  i f  a  Testimony up-to-date is  t o  take  t h e  p l ace  
of a l l  t h a t  e v e r  went be fo re  i t .  Mahomet taught  t h a t  d o c t r i n e  
a s  t o  h i s  r eve l a t i ons - - tha t  t h e  l a s t  r e v e l a t i o n  took t h e  p l ace  
of a l l  t h a t  went be fo re  i t .  But God's r e v e l a t i o n  i s  no t  t h a t  
way. God's r e v e l a t i o n  i s  t r u t h ,  and is  j u s t  a s  good today a s  
i t  was a  thousand yea r s  ago. It never g e t s  o u t  of d a t e ;  and 
t h e  last one t h a t  comes i s  no t  going t o  c o n t r a d i c t ,  o r  v i t i a t e ,  o r  
s e t  a s i d e ,  o r  a n n i h i l a t e  any t h a t  went before  i t . . . .  No sir ,  
t h e  Bib le  is t h e  Word of God. It i s  t h e  same today a s  i t  was 
when I s a i a h  wrote i t ,  when Amos wrote i t ,  when Hosea wrote i t ,  
when Paul  wrote i t ,  and w i l l  be  t h e  same a f t e r  t h e  world i s  ended 
and gone. It is  s o  wi th  t h e  Testimonies,  too ,  a s  c e r t a i n l y  a s  
they a r e  t he  t r u t h  of ~ o d . ~ 9  

Jones thus r eac t ed  s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t  those  who he be l ieved  "explained 

away," o r  took a  "broad view" of t he  t e s t imon ie s ,  and he considered t h a t  they 

were v i o l a t i n g  t he  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t he  s p i r i t  of  prophecy. He l i kewi se  cont inued 

t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  testimony applying t o  t h e  presidency of t he  General Con- 

fe rence  i n  1897 continued t o  have relevance i n  1906 and thus  Dan ie l l s  was n o t  

l o y a l  t o  t he  tes t imonies  s i n c e  t he  testimony s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was no t  wise t o  have 

one man a s  p re s iden t .  He r e j e c t e d  a l l  explana t ions  of t h a t  testimony, no t ing  

t h a t  "whenever it has been quoted it h a s  been expla ined ,  i n s t e a d  of obeyed, 



and doubt less  w i l l  be s o  t o  t h e  end." He noted t h a t  everyone agreed t h a t  t h e  

testimony s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  should n o t  be one p r e s i d e n t ,  bu t  i t  was always 

expla ined  t o  mean something " d i f f e r e n t  from what i t  says." He concluded: 

Why must w e  be r equ i r ed  t o  accept  a l l  t he se  explana t ions  of what 
t h e  Testimonies mean, i n s t e a d  of being l e f t  f r e e  t o  b e l i e v e  them 
f o r  j u s t  what they say?  Can no t  w e  be allowed t o  b e l i e v e  what is  
s a i d  i n  p l a i n  words? S h a l l  we no t  be allowed t o  know what we 
know? Must w e  accep t  t h e  General Conference explana t ion  of every- 
t h ing?  I f  t h a t  be s o ,  then what need have we of t h e  Testimonies,  
t h e  B ib l e ,  our  own f a c u l t i e s  and senses ,  o r  anything e l s e  than 
j u s t  t h e  "General Conference" explana t ion?  30 

Jones was s o  f i rmly  t i e d  t o  h i s  concept of i n s p i r a t i o n  t h a t  when word 

came t o  him t h a t  Mrs. White asked him among o t h e r s  t o  w r i t e  t o  h e r  t h e i r  

p e r p l e x i t i e s  concerning h e r  w r i t i n g s  s o  t h a t  she  might exp la in  them, Jones 

wrote h e r  t h a t  upon t h a t  cons ide ra t i on  he would n o t  w r i t e  because: 

Such a p ropos i t i on  i n  i t s e l f  su r r ende r s  a t  once t h e  whole ground 
of t h e  c la im i n  beha l f  of your w r i t i n g s  a s  t h e  word of God, o r  
a s  given by i n s p i r a t i o n  of God. For i f  t h e  w r i t i n g s  were r e a l l y  
t h e  word of God--a. They need no explana t ion .  b.  I f  t h e  w r i t i n g s  
t o  be  expla ined  were no t  t h e  word of God, then I would no t  want 
any explana t ion  of them; f o r  I would no t  c a r e  any more f o r  them 
than f o r  any o t h e r  w r i t i n g s  t h a t  were n o t  t h e  word of  ~ o d . 3 1  

Another tendency p re sen t  i n  bo th  Jones and Kellogg was t h e i r  tendency 

t o  s t a t e  t h e i r  conclusions i n  a r a t h e r  abso lu t e  manner. Because Jones be l ieved  

t h a t  t h e  1907 Sabbath School l e s sons  on the  covenants d i r e c t l y  con t r ad i c t ed  t h e  

conclusions r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  message of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h  t h a t  he was 

s o  completely involved wi th  during the  decade of t h e  1890s, he a s s e r t e d :  

I n  t he se  Sabbath School l e s sons  r e g u l a r l y  produced by " the  denomina- 
t i o n , "  and used by t h e  denomination f o r  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  and d o c t r i n a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  denomination, i t  s t ands  undisputab le  t h a t  t h e  
Seventh-day Advent is t  "denomination" s t ands  s o  committed t o  shee r  
l ega l i sm t h a t  they have involved i n  i t  t h e  very un iverse  of  God.... 
So f a r  a s  i n  t h e i r  power l i es ,  [ t h e  denomination] have a c t u a l l y  
committed t h e  c r ea t ed  un iverse  and even the  Crea tor  Himself t o  t h a t  
same covenant of bondage of s e l f - r i gh t eousnes s .  

Jones '  abso lu t i sm d id  no t  permit him t o  accept  explana t ion  t h a t  t he  judgment 

of t h e  Sabbath School Department i n  publ i sh ing  the  l e s sons  o r  t h e  au thor  



i n  w r i t i n g  them, d id  no t  commit the  denomination t o  t h a t  pos i t i on .  H e  a s s e r t e d  

t h a t ,  i f  the  Kellogg book, Living Temple, had been published by the  Sabbath 

School Department and s tud ied  a s  q u a r t e r l y  l e s sons ,  

then i t  would be a s  c e r t a i n  a s  any th ing  can be, t h a t  t h e  denomina- 
t i o n  would have been committed t o  the " L I V I N G  TEMPLE" a s  a de- 
nominational book, and i t s  teachings a s  denominational doctr ine.32 

The same type of p o s i t i o n  seemed t o  be taken by Jones when the  n in th  

volume of the  Testimonies was published i n  1909. Because of t he  i n t e n s i t y  of 

h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  a r t i c l e  "Sunday Labor" i n  t h a t  volume cont rad ic ted  e a r l i e r  

E l l en  White s ta tements  on the  Sunday ques t ion ,  Jones i ssued  a pamphlet e n t i t l e d  

"The Ten Commandments f o r  Sunday Observance," a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t he  "SDA Denomina- 

t i o n  and 'organized work' s t ands  pub l i c ly  committed t o  Sunday observance." 

He wrote Danie l l s :  

I cannot imagine what " the denomination" o r  "organized work" could 
now poss ib ly  do t h a t  would cause me t o  w r i t e  o r  address  anything 
more t o  Seventh-day A d v e n t i s t s o r  concerning them a s  d i s t i n c t  from 
any o t h e r  Sunday keepers  o r  worshippers of the  beas t  and h i s  image. 
Therefore from now on you can s a f e l y  count t h a t  t h e  Seventh-day Ad- 
v e n t i s t  "denomination" and "organized work," a s  d i s t i n c t  from any 
o t h e r  church f a c t i o n s  o r  Sunday keepers w i l l  be  p e r f e c t l y  f r e e  from 
any "a t tacks"  o r  "opposition" from me. 33 

The Jones and Kellogg p o s i t i o n  on t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t  of 

prophecy t h a t  minimized context  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  seemed t o  p l ace  them i n  a 

s i t u a t i o n  where a choice between only two a l t e r n a t i v e s  was poss ib l e .  They could 

t o t a l l y  r e j e c t  t he  messages t h a t  they had been fol lowing f o r  yea r s  o r  they 

could f i n d  some explana t ion  t h a t  could dea l  wi th  seemingly i n c o n s i s t e n t  

messages. They followed the  l a t t e r  rou te  and concluded t h a t  some of Mrs. 

White 's t es t imonies  were inf luenced by o t h e r s .  Thus not  a l l  t h a t  she  wrote 

was t o  be considered in sp i r ed .  Once they placed themselves i n t o  the  p o s i t i o n  

of having t o  decide which of t he  w r i t i n g s  were i n s p i r e d  and which were n o t ,  

i t  seemed merely a ques t ion  of rime before  they no longer  would f e e l  comfortable 



i n  t h e  church. When Dan ie l l s  reminded Jones of h i s  s t a n c e  on t h e  t e s t imon ie s  

i n  t h e  1890s when Jones "used them wi th  g r e a t  f o r c e  t o  wheel men and p o l i c i e s  

i n t o  l i n e , "  Jones agreed t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  ca se ,  bu t  continued: 

Every s o u l  knows t h a t  I never  was p a r t i a l  i n  them, t h a t  I never used 
some wi th  p i l e - d r i v e r  f o r c e ,  while  u t t e r l y  ignor ing  o r  expla in ing  
away o t h e r s  j u s t  a s  p l a i n  and d e f i n i t e .  The b r e t h r e n ,  and t h e  
people ,  know w e l l  t h a t  whenever I was advocat ing a  ma t t e r  and some 
one produced a  Testimony t o  t h e  con t r a ry ,  i n s t e a d  of expla in ing  i t  
away I stopped i n s t a n t l y  and changed my course accordingly.  And 
t h a t  was because of my l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  Testimonies.  And t h a t  l o y a l t y  
t o  t h e  Testimonies was because I believed--honestly and t r u l y  be- 
l ieved-- that  every th ing  t h a t  was w r i t t e n  and s e n t  ou t  a s  Testimony was 
Testimony from t h e  Lord. To t h a t  b e l i e f  and t h a t  confidence I was 
a s  t r u e  a s  i t  is  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a  man t o  be.  But t h a t  t r u s t  and 
t h a t  confidence have been be t rayed .  And by t h a t  b e t r a y a l  I have 
been compelled--most r e l u c t a n t l y  compelled, I a s su re  you--yet l i t e r a l l y  
compelled t o  y i e l d  t h a t  pos i t ion .34  

E l l e n  White considered t h a t  t h e  Kellogg-Jones c r i s i s  was "undermining t h e  

foundat ion p i l l a r s  of t h e  f a i t h . "  She not iced  t h e  "misrepresen ta t ions  and 

fa l sehoodsHregard ing  the  t e s t imon ie s  and warned t h a t :  

Very a d r o i t l y  some have been working t o  make of no e f f e c t  t h e  Tes t i -  
monies of warning and reproof t h a t  have s tood  t h e  test f o r  h a l f  a  
century.  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  they deny doing any such th ing .  

I n  cons ider ing  the  "undermining," Mrs. White f r equen t ly  a l l uded  t o  t h e  

ques t i on  of t h e  a l l e g e d  human in f luence  on t h e  tes t imonies .  She noted t h a t  

many had gone i n t o  i n f i d e l i t y  through the  p o s i t i o n  "somebody has  t o l d  S i s t e r  

White . I f  She pointed ou t :  

Unless t h e r e  is  a  breaking  away from the i n f luence  t h a t  Satan has 
prepared,  and a  r ev iv ing  of t h e  tes t imonies  t h a t  God has  given,  
s o u l s  w i l l  p e r i s h  i n  t h e i r  de lus ion .  They w i l l  accept  f a l l a c y  
a f t e r  f a l l a c y ,  and w i l l  t hus  keep up a  d i sunion  t h a t  w i l l  always 
exist  u n t i l  those  who have been deceived t ake  t h e i r  s t and  on t h e  
r i g h t  platform.  35 

The Kellogg-Jones c r i s i s  was only t h e  beginning of t h e  d i sunion  over  t h e  

s p i r i t  of  prophecy t h a t  was t o  plague t h e  denomination i n  t h e  e a r l y  yea r s  

of t h e  century.  Other a p o s t a s i e s  sprang from and operated i n  conjunc t ion  wi th  o r  

independently of t h e  B a t t l e  Creek f a c t i o n .  The element t h a t  most had i n  common 



was t h e i r  conclusion t h a t  po r t i ons  of t he  s p i r i t  of prophecy w r i t i n g s  could 

be taken a s  un insp i red .  

A s  t he  "dai ly"  controversy e rupted  wi th in  t he  denomination, t h e  i n t e n s i t y  

of t h e  B a t t l e  Creek c r i s i s  and t h e  consequences of  t he  a t t a c k s  of o t h e r  

a p o s t a s i e s ,  served t o  s o l i d i f y  t h e  contending views i n t o  two camps r e l a t i v e  t o  

t h e  ques t ion  of t he  n a t u r e  of t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy. 

P o s i t i o n s  s o l i d i f i e d  according t o  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of  Dan. 8: l l -13 and a  

s ta tement  made i n  Ear ly  Wri t ings:  

Yea, he magnified himself  even t o  t he  p r ince  of t he  h o s t ,  and by 
him t h e  d a i l y  s a c r i f i c e  w a s  taken away, and t h e  p l ace  of h i s  
sanc tuary  was c a s t  down. And an hos t  was given him a g a i n s t  t h e  
d a i l y  s a c r i f i c e  by reason of  t r ansg re s s ion ,  and i t  c a s t  down 
t h e  t r u t h  t o  t h e  ground; and i t  p r a c t i s e d ,  and prospered.  Then 
I heard one s a i n t  speaking,  and another  s a i n t  s a i d  unto t h a t  
c e r t a i n  s a i n t  which spake,  How long s h a l l  be  t he  v i s i o n  con- 
cern ing  t h e  d a i l y  s a c r i f i c e ,  and the t r ansg re s s ion  of de so l a t i on ,  
t o  give both t h e  sanc tuary  and t h e  hos t  t o  be trodden under f o o t ?  
(Dan. 8 : 11-13) 

Then I saw i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  "dai ly"  (Dan. 8 : l 2 ) ,  t h a t  t h e  word 
" s a c r i f i c e "  was supp l i ed  by man's wisdom, and does no t  belong t o  t h e  
t e x t ;  and t h a t  t he  Lord gave the  c o r r e c t  view of i t  t o  those  who gave 
t h e  judgment hour c ry .  When union e x i s t e d ,  before  1844, nea r ly  a l l  
were un i t ed  on t h e  c o r r e c t  view of t h e  "da i ly , "  bu t  i n  t h e  con- 
fu s ion  s i n c e  1844, o t h e r  views have been embraced, and darkness  
and confusion have followed. Time3bas n o t  been a  t e s t  s i n c e  1844, 
and i t  w i l l  never aga in  be  a  test .  

The "old view" o r  "pioneer pos i t ion"  of t h e  "dai ly"  i n t e r p r e t e d  i t ,  a s  

d id  almost a l l  t h e  M i l l e r i t e s ,  t o  r e f e r  t o  anc i en t  Roman paganism, whi le  t he  

t I new view" i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  term t o  r e f e r  t o  t he  t ak ing  away of t h e  knowledge 

of C h r i s t ' s  p r i e s t l y  mediat ion i n  t he  heavenly sanc tuary  by i n s t i t u i n g  a  

f a l s e  sanc tuary  system. One view depended p r imar i l y  upon t h e  l i t e r a l  read ing  

of t h e  Ear ly  Wri t ings  s ta tement ,  whi le  t he  o t h e r  emphasized the  contex tua l  

background t o  t h e  s ta tement .  
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STEPHEN HASKELL 

I n  May of 1920, Stephen Haske l l ,  a t  age 87, r e f l e c t e d  upon the  denominational 

events  of t h e  previous 15  years .  By 1920 he saw w i t h i n  t h e  church "two c l a s s e s  

of c r i t i c s  of t he  sha rpes t  kind." He observed t h a t  one s i d e  c r i t i c i z e d  every th ing  

t h a t  d i d  n o t  seem i n  complete harmony wi th  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy, whi le  t h e  o t h e r  

exh ib i t ed  a d i s p o s i t i o n  " to  show i n  some way [ i t ]  cannot be r e l i e d  upon." He 

was amazed t h a t  c e r t a i n  people w i t h i n  t he se  groups were s o  f a m i l i a r  wi th  and 

had access  t o  t h e  unpublished l e t t e r s  of E l l en  White. Haske l l  saw t h e  camps 

prepar ing  " f o r  a b a t t l e  of t h e  f i e r c e s t  kind." One group was prepar ing  t o  

"defend t h e  o l d  pos i t i on"  at: a l l  c o s t s  and t h e  o t h e r  seemed t o  be prepar ing ,  a t  

a l l  closts, t o  "improve" t h e  p o s i t i o n s  t o  conform t o  t he  "present  s t a t u s  of 

soc i e ty . "  Haske l l  concluded: 

One might t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  Controversy w i l l  i n  t h e  end, be among Seventh- 
day Advent i s t s  whether [ t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy] w r i t i n g s  a s  given i n  
t h e  p a s t  w i l l  s t and  t h e  t e s t  o r  n o t .  

H e  informed W. C. White, "Of course  you know where I s t and .  '13' 

Fourteen yea r s  e a r l i e r  Haske l l  noted a c r i s i s  w i th in  t h e  church and 

r eac t ed  t o  i t  by publ i sh ing  an a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Review designed t o  d e a l  wi th  t h e  

Kellogg-Jones i s s u e s .  I n  r e l a t i n g  himself t o  t h e  ques t i on  of human in f luence  

over t h e  t e s t imon ie s ,he  used t h e  example of Pau l ' s  w r i t i n g s  and ques t ions  

r a i s e d  during Bib le  times t h a t  in t imated  t h a t  Paul  sometimes was in f luenced  by 

o t h e r s t a n d  thus ,whether  t h e r e  should be  d i s t i n c t i o n s  drawn wi th in  h i s  wr i t i ngs .  

Haske l l  po in ted  o u t  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  letters Paul  rece ived  from t h e  household 

of Chloe t h a t  informed him " t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  of t h ings  e x i s t e d  which he  had 

seen i n  v i s i o n  would e x i s t . "  This  brought Haske l l  t o  h i s  conclusion:  

God shows h i s  prophets  what w i l l  be ,  and then when circumstances 
a r i s e ,  o r  t h e  prophet  has  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  c a l l e d  t o  i t  by p r i v a t e  
let ters,  he  w r i t e s  what he has  seen. It  is  the  same among t h e  
people of God today who have d r i f t e d  away from t h e  o l d  landmarks, 
and who fo l low t h e i r  own understanding .... It i s  thus  demonstrated by 
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t h e  B i b l e  a l o n e  t h a t  Tes t imonies ,  l e t t e r s ,  symbolic a c t i o n s ,  and v e r b a l  
s t a t e m e n t s  o f  a p rophe t  are a l l  o f  t h e  same f o r c e .  

H a s k e l l  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  h e  was n o t  implying t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  a prophet  s t a t e d  

was n e c e s s a r i l y  i n s p i r e d  o f  God, b u t  he  d i d  f e a r  t h a t  " t h e  s e v e r e s t  c o n f l i c t  ... 
t h a t  t h e  peop le  o f  God w i l l  p a s s  through ... w i l l  be  o v e r  t h e  Test imonies  o f  

t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy. ii 38 

Stephen H a s k e l l ,  as d i d  many who suppor ted  t h e  "piofleer p o s i t i o n "  of t h e  

" d a i l y , "  c la imed a r i c h  h e r i t a g e  and i n t e n s e  f e e l i n g  because  of t h e  guidance o f  

t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy i n  h i s  exper ience .  A s  a young m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  18609, 

Stephen H a s k e l l  was given i n s t r u c t i o n  by James White t h a t  c a l l e d  f o r  him t o  

p l a c e  h i s  f a i t h  d i r e c t l y  i n  God f o r  guidance i n  h i s  m i n i s t r y  and n o t  t o  depend 

upon o t h e r s  t o  i n s t r u c t  him. James White t o l d  H a s k e l l  t h a t  God cou ld  i n s t r u c t  

him by H i s  s p i r i t .  From t h a t  t i m e  onward, H a s k e l l  unders tood and l i v e d  b e l i e v i n g  

t h a t  God gave him h i s  m i n i s t e r i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  by t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy. 

From t h a t  t ime onward, h e  wro te  Mrs. White i n  1909, "your t e s t i m o n i e s  as f a r  

a s  I have unders tood them have been my c o u n s e l l o r s .  r r  39 

I n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  invo lved  i n  t h e  "da i ly"  d e b a t e ,  H a s k e l l  

f r e q u e n t l y  r e l e g a t e d  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  t o  a n  ex t remely  minor p o s i t i o n .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h e  pursued t h e  s u b j e c t  w i t h  a l l  t h e  v i g o r  a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l ,  

b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  " t o  s a v e  t h e  cause  o f  God and t h o s e  who b e l i e v e  

t h e  o l d  views on t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy." H a s k e l l  s t a t e d  t h a t  

t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  "da i ly"  i t s e l f  d i d  n o t  "amount t o  a  h i l l  of  beans" and caused 

him shame t h a t  i t  consumed any o f  h i s  t i m e .  He no ted  t h a t  h e  never  had preached 

on t h e  s u b j e c t  s i n c e  embracing t h e  t r u t h  i n  1852-53. He a l l e g e d  t h a t  i f  i t  

was merely t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  "da i ly"  he  would n o t  have p u b l i s h e d  a n y t h i n g  on 

t h e  s u b j e c t .  He w r o t e  t o  C. C .  C r i s l e r :  

I f  God w i l l  f o r g i v e  me f o r  having t h i s  correspondence o v e r  t h i s  d a i l y  I 
t h i n k  I w i l l  n e v e r  b e  caught  i n  such a  t r a p  a g a i n .  I w i l l  s imply g i v e  t h e  



t e s t i m o n i e s  and let  t h e  i s s u e  go on t h a t .  And, i f  S i s t e r  White s a y s  
t h a t  s h e  does n o t  mean what s h e  s a i  when s h e  s a i d  what s h e  d i d  on 
t h e  d a i l y ,  then  I w i l l  s a y  no more. $6 

H a s k e l l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  v i t a l  q u e s t i o n  was t h e  p roper  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  

s p i r i t  o f  prophecy t o  occupy w i t h i n  t h e  church.  He b e l i e v e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  was n o t  

between him and t h e  " d a i l y , "  b u t  r a t h e r  between him "and t h e  E a r l y  Wri t ings ."  

H e  con t inued :  

It i s  t h e  E a r l y  W r i t i n g s  t h a t  I would defend and a s  l o n g  a s  I b e l i e v e  
t h e y  t e a c h  t h e  view I t a k e ,  and t h e r e  a r e  many o t h e r s  t h a t  b e l i e v e  
t h e  same, and i f  S i s t e r  White does  n o t  g i v e  any e x p l a n a t i o n  i n  
harmony w i t h  P r e s c o t t ' s  i d e a  t o  defend t h e  Testimony f o r  t h e  s a k e  
o f  o t h e r s  I s h a l l  defend them. ( s i c )  Must I be made t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  t e s t i -  
monies t e a c h  a  c e r t a i n  t h i n g ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  my own judgment and t h e  
r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  W r i t i n g s ,  when S i s t e r  White h e r s e l f  does  n o t  s o  e x p l a i n  i t ? 4 1  

H a s k e l l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  "new view" l e n t  s u p p o r t  t o  t h o s e  who claimed 

t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy was manipula ted t o  mean d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  what i t  

r e a d  and a l s o  t h a t  i t  cou ld  b e  changed because  o f  d i f f e r i n g  c i rcumstances  

o r  v a r y i n g  i n f l u e n c e s  upon M r s .  White. He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  concept  would d e s t r o y  

t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  of t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy. "And r i g h t  h e r e  is  t h e  wors t  

a f f e c t  o f  t h e s e  new views on o u r  people ,"  wro te  H a s k e l l  t o  Mrs. White. H e  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  once t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  church accep ted  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

t e s t i m o n i e s  "do n o t  mean what t h e y  s a y , "  t h e  church would compromise away t h e  

s p i r i t  o f  prophecy. 42 

H a s k e l l  had t h e  f i r m  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  y e a r s  of l a b o r  h e  and o t h e r  

p i o n e e r s  wrought i n  t h e  work gave them a s p e c i a l  m i s s i o n  as  t h e  " l a t t e r  days" 

approached. H e  t h u s  p laced  emphasis upon t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  l i v i n g  p i o n e e r s  

on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  "da i ly . "  H e  seemed t o  s e n s e  a  c e r t a i n  es t rangement  

between h imse l f  and t h e  General  Conference l e a d e r s h i p  because  h e  d i d  n o t  

endorse  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  " d a i l y , "  and he  b e l i e v e d  i t  r e l e v a n t ,  h e  po in ted  o u t  

t o  M r s .  White,  t h a t  "not  a s i n g l e  o l d  Sabbath-keeper t h a t  h a s  had e x p e r i e n c e  i n  

g e t t i n g  o u t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  o u r  f a i t h  ... b e l i e v e s  i n  t h i s  'new 



l i g h t .  ' " H e  aga in  wrote  he r :  

I see q u i t e  c l e a r l y  t h e r e  a r e  breakers  ahead. I a l s o  s e e  t h e r e  
must be some who w i l l  g ive t h e  Testimonies t h a t  you have given 
no unce r t a in  sound. I f  n o t  s o ,  then t h e  cause w i l l  be  under- 
mined by e r r o r s  c reep ing  i n .  They a r e  coming i n  from a l l  s i d e s .  
Someone must be  more f a m i l i a r  wi th  your w r i t i n g s  s o ,  from t h e  Bib le ,  
and from your t e s t imon ie s ,  be prepared t o  defend t h e  t r u t h .  

The next  year  he wrote Mrs. White concerning the  "dai ly"  debate:  

Every person who had an experience i n  t he  e a r l y  days of t h e  
message do ( s i c )  n o t  wish t o  d i s cus s  t h i s  ques t ion .  They f e e l  t h a t  
i t  is  an i n s u l t  t o  t h e  S p i r i t  of t h e  Lord, t o  go t o  t h e  Lord and 
pray f o r  l i g h t  on a ma t t e r  t h a t  H e  has  s e t t l e d . . . .  There is  no 
hope of  t he se  o l d  people  who l i v e d  back i n  t he  e a r l y  days of t h e  
Message be ing  converted t o  t h i s  new l i g h t ;  even i f  [ o t h e r s ]  b r ing  
volumes of h i s t o r i e s  t o  prove i t .  Because they give more f o r  one 
express ion  i n  your testimony than f o r  a l l  t h e  h i s t o r i e s  you could 
s t a c k  between he re  and Ca lcu t t a .  

Haske l l  saw hope, he wrote Mrs. White, because such younger l e a d e r s  a s  G .  A .  

I rwin ,  I. H. Evans, D r .  Kress ,  F. C. G i l b e r t ,  0. A .  Johnson, and Leon Smith, 

d i d  no t  accep t  t h e  "new view." He be l ieved  t h a t  t h e  main t h r u s t  of S a t a n ' s  

a t t a c k  dur ing  t h e  contemporary per iod  was h i s  a t t a c k  upon t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy. 

H e  wrote  W.  C .  White, "Your mother a lone  cannot give t h e  s t r a i g h t  testimony. 

There must be  some r a i s e d  up t h a t  w i l l  s t and  by what your mother has  wr i t ten ."43  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n  of r e f u s i n g  t o  d iv ide  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy 

i n t o  i n s p i r e d  and uninsp i red  p a r t s ,  Haske l l  expressed himself upon o t h e r  ques t i ons  

r e l a t i n g  t o  t he  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy. While he d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  

M r s .  White was i n f a l l i b l e ,  Haske l l  considered t h e  w r i t i n g s  i n s p i r e d  on the  same 

b a s i s  a s  t he  B i b l i c a l  w r i t i n g s .  He considered Mrs. White a s  much a prophet  a s  

B i b l i c a l  prophets  and t h a t  t h e  w r i t i n g s  should be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  would B i b l i c a l  

w r i t i n g s .  Indeed, Haske l l  seemed t o  cons ider  t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy a s  an 

ex tens ion  of t h e  B i b l i c a l  w r i t i n g s .  H e  wrote t o  Dan ie l l s  i n  1910 t h a t  he 

considered t h e  " tes t imonies  a s  t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy, p r e c i s e l y  t h e  same a s  is  

t h e  book of Daniel ,  Reve la t ion ,  o r  o t h e r  books of t h e  Bible." He a l s o  considered 
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t h e  B i b l e  "as be ing  s o  p l a i n  t h a t ,  i f  a person  w i l l  r ead  i t ,  and adhere  t o  t h e  

r e a d i n g ,  t h e y  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  t r u t h . "  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  New Testament 

magnif ied t h e  Old, s o  d i d  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy magnify t h e  B i b l e .  44 

Given t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  H a s k e l l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a s t u d y  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy 

w r i t i n g s  would " s e t t l e  n e a r l y  every  p o i n t  t h a t  peop le  q u e s t i o n  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  

t i m e  concern ing  t h e  message." 'While h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  founda t ions  were 

e s t a b l i s h e d  by B i b l e  s t u d y ,  he  a l s o  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h o s e  p i l l a r s  were confirmed 

by t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy. He a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no q u e s t i o n  of i n t e r p r e t i n g  

t h e  "da i ly"  amongst t h e  e a r l y  SDAs " f o r  t h e y  took i t  f o r  g r a n t e d  t h a t  t h e  

E a r l y  W r i t i n g s  s e t t l e d  it." S i n c e  H a s k e l l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  "old  view" of t h e  

"da i ly"  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  by a v i s i o n  g iven  t o  Mrs. White,  he  could  n o t  

endorse  a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  would, accord ing  t o  him, r e v i s e  "a s e n t e n c e ,  o r  para-  

graph" from t h o s e  w r i t i n g s .  45 

J u s t  as H a s k e l l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  o n l y  a n o t h e r  p rophe t  would be  q u a l i f i e d  t o  

d i s t i n g u i s h  between i n s p i r e d  and u n i n s p i r e d  w r i t i n g s ,  s o  h e  emphasized t h a t  "none 

b u t  i n s p i r a t i o n  can s i n g l e  o u t  a c l a u s e  and s a y  i t  means d i f f e r e n t  ( s i c )  from 

t h e  words used." H e  would t h u s  a c c e p t  no o t h e r  ev idence  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  

"da i ly"  t h a n  t h e  words o f  Mrs. White s t a t i n g  t h a t  s h e  d i d  n o t  mean t o  use  t h e  

term "da i ly"  i n  h e r  s t a t e m e n t  i n  E a r l y  Wr i t ings .  H a s k e l l  a f f i r m e d :  

I f  t h e  whole Uni ted S t a t e s ,  and Europe,  A u s t r a l i a ,  and A f r i c a  shou ld  
r i s e  up and p roc la im t h a t  view c o r r e c t ,  i t  would make no d i f f e r e n c e  
t o  m e ,  u n l e s s  t h e  tes t imony of S i s t e r  White shou ld  s a y  s o .  There  is  
no u s e  i n  b e i n g  l i k e  a l e a f  i n  t h e  wind, swayed t o  and f r o .  46 

Although H a s k e l l  opposed r e v i s i n g  and even e d i t i n g  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  of  

prophecy w r i t i n g s ,  h e  d i d  s o  from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  w r i t -  

i n g s ,  n o t  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  supposed v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n .  He wro te  Mrs. White 

i n  1909 and expressed  h i s  hope t h a t  h e r  words might be a v a i l a b l e  "as  t h e y  were 

w r i t t e n , "  s i n c e  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  much of t h e  "power and v i t a l i t y , "  was removed 



by h e r  a s s i s t a n t s  i n  making them " readab le  and adapted t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n  

of t h i n g s  and t h e  people." H e  r e a c t e d  s i m i l a r l y ,  h e  s a i d ,  t o  t h e  r e v i s e d  v e r s i o n  

of t h e  Bib le .  H a s k e l l  cons idered  t h a t  James White, i n  h i s  e d i t i n g  o f  t h e  w r i t -  

i n g s  had a s p e c i a l  a b i l i t y  i n  " e d i t i n g  them w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  you o u t  of them." 

H e  r e a c t e d  v e r y  n e g a t i v e l y  t o  s u b s t a n t i v e  changes t h a t  seemed t o  be  c a l l e d  f o r  

by t h o s e  who b e l i e v e d  t h e  w r i t i n g s  needed t o  be harmonized w i t h  h i s t o r y  o r  made 

t o  accommodate new b e l i e v e r s  o r  v a r y i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  He opposed L. R. Conrad i ' s  

"modi f i ca t ions . "  H e  w r o t e  W .  C.  White: 

I f  you have had t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  I have had i n  meet ing t h i s  m a t t e r  
o f  dropping o u t  and o f  changing your  mother ' s  w r i t i n g s ,  you never  
would a l l o w  one s e n t e n c e  t o  b e  dropped o u t ,  o r  changed, i n  h e r  
w r i t i n g s  t h a t  have gone b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c .  We have enemies o f  our  
f a i t h  t h a t  are watch ing  j u s t  such p o i n t s ,  and when t h e y  f i n d  one 
t h e y  make b i g  c a p i t a l  o f  i t .  

Obviously r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  Kellogg-Jones s i t u a t i o n ,  H a s k e l l  cont inued:  

It is  t h e  d ropp ing  o u t  o f  some o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  from what h a s  been pub- 
l i s h e d  i n  your  mother ' s  w r i t i n g s ,  and t h e  changing of some t h i n g s ,  t h a t  
h a s  ( s i c )  been t aken  advantage o f  by t h e  enemies of t r u t h  and today 
is  t h e  cause  o f  some o f  o u r  b e s t  b r e t h r e n  l o s i n g  conf idence  i n  you; 
because  t h e  t h i n k  you change your  mother ' s  w r i t i n g s  and c a l l  i t  
" e d i t i n g  . 1147 

H a s k e l l  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  h e  cou ld  respond t o  every  c r i t i c i s m  h e  e v e r  heard 

r a i s e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy e x c e p t  t h e  one woman who p u b l i c l y  a s k e d ,  

I I  Can you prove from t h e  B i b l e  t h a t  a p rophe t  e v e r  had sons  t h a t  changed t h e  

p r o p h e t ' s  t e s t imony ,  and c a l l e d  i t  ' e d i t i n g ? '  " H i s  o n l y  response ,  H a s k e l l  

s t a t e d ,  w a s  t h a t  h e  cou ld  prove from t h e  B i b l e  " t h a t  p r o p h e t s  had sons  t h a t  d i d  

n o t  always do r i g h t ,  and t h e i r  n o t  doing r i g h t  t e s t e d  t h e  people ."  H e  hoped 

t h a t  White would excuse  h i s  b l u n t n e s s  b u t ,  h e  s a i d ,  i t  was a p o i n t  upon which 

he  was s e n s i t i v e .  4 8 

I n  1918 Stephen H a s k e l l  r e c a l l e d  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  Mrs. White some 40 

y e a r s  p r e v i o u s .  According t o  H a s k e l l ,  Mrs. White p r e d i c t e d  t h e r e  would be  a 

t ime when t h e  t e s t i m o n i e s  would be  i n  demand " j u s t  as t h e y  were o r i g i n a l l y  
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given  i n  o r d e r  t o  meet o b j e c t i o n s  b e f o r e  we g o t  through." Two y e a r s  l a t e r  H a s k e l l  

wro te  t h a t  such a demand was c a l l e d  f o r  "almost everywhere I go." The demand 

was based upon t h e  a t t a c k s  charg ing  t h a t  t h e  w r i t i n g s  had been a l t e r e d  t o  s u i t  

c i rcumstances .  49 

H a s k e l l  seemed t o  b e  working toward a methodology t h a t  would s a t i s f y  

t h i s  need and a l s o  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  concept  of p r o g r e s s i v e  r e v e l a t i o n ,  f o r  h e  

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  q u e s t i o n  " l i k e  every  o t h e r  p o i n t  o f  t r u t h  h a s  developed," 

and Mrs. White "wrote more f u l l y  a s  t h e  people  were p repared  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  l i g h t . "  

He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Mrs. White s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a t ime when i t  was r i g h t  t o  

e a t  f l e s h ,  b u t  t h e r e  would a l s o  b e  a t i m e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  when i t  would be 

unsafe .  H a s k e l l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s c i e n c e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h a t  t ime had "about 

come," i n  1920. H e  t h u s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t ,  w h i l e  t h e  e a r l i e r  w r i t i n g s  shou ld  n o t  

be  a l t e r e d ,  later  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  how t h a t  t r u t h  

had been magnif ied and developed shou ld  b e  inc luded  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e m e n t s .  50 

Some t h r e e  months b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h ,  S. N .  H a s k e l l  s e n t  t o  F. M. Wilcox h i s  

p a r t i n g  s t a t e m e n t  " i n  f a v o r  of t h e  fundamental  p r i n c i p l e s  of p r e s e n t  t r u t h . "  

The f ive-page s t a t e m e n t  r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy. H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  "every i n s p i r e d  w r i t e r  p o i n t s  t o  

God as i ts  a u t h o r ,  b u t  i t  i s  w r i t t e n  by human hands i n  t h e  words of men." 

H e  recognized t h e  f a l l i b i l i t y  o f  a p rophe t ,  b u t  cons idered  h i s  tes t imony t o  b e  

i n f a l l i b l e .  I f  God speaks  through a p r o p h e t ,  " then  h i s  tes t imony i s  on p a r  

w i t h  t h a t  of every  o t h e r  prophet ."  He recognized t h a t  change i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

o r  group t o  whom a tes t imony was d i r e c t e d  could  c a u s e  a change i n  t h e  a p p l i c a -  

t i o n  o f  t h e  tes t imony.  The messages of a p rophe t  might n o t  be  exp la ined  by 

human reason ing ,  b u t  s t i l l  were t o  be  fol lowed.  No one was a u t h o r i z e d  t o  "sit 

i n  judgment" t o  de te rmine  what was i n s p i r e d  and u n i n s p i r e d  "or i n  any way d i s s e c t  

any p r o p h e t ' s  test imony."51 
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While space  l i m i t a t i o n s  p r e v e n t  such a n a l y s i s  h e r e ,  a remarkable  harmony of  

v iewpoint  cou ld  a l s o  b e  shown i n  two o t h e r  major "pioneer" d i s p u t a n t s  on t h e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  " d a i l y , "  J. N. Loughborough and G .  I. B u t l e r .  Both r e j e c t e d  

t h e  concept  o f  v e r b a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  concept  t h a t  c e r t a i n  of t h e  

s p i r i t  o f  prophecy w r i t i n g s  were more a u t h o r i t a t i v e  t h a n  o t h e r s ,  and b o t h  

c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  "new view" of t h e  "da i ly"  would be d e s t r u c t i v e  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  

of  prophecy. 

That harmony of  v iewpoint  l i k e w i s e  extended t o  a newer g e n e r a t i o n  of 

Seventh-day A d v e n t i s t s  t h a t  a l s o  c la imed a  r i c h  h e r i t a g e  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  

s p i r i t  of  prophecy. Such p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  d e b a t e  as F. C .  G i l b e r t ,  L .  A .  

Smith,  G. A. I r w i n ,  and G. B. S t a r r  a l l  cons idered  t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy t o  be  

under a t t a c k .  A s e n s e  o f  s t r i d e n t  urgency seemed t o  become p r e v a l e n t  w i t h  t h e  

p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of some o f  t h e s e  d e f e n d e r s  o f  t h e  "old  view.'' The tendency t o  

s h a r e  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  p e r s o n a l  t e s t i m o n i e s ,  t o  p u b l i c l y  q u e s t i o n  t h e  or thodoxy 

of church l e a d e r s ,  and t o  c a s t i g a t e  opponents f o r  p a s t  e r r o r s  began t o  become 

a  prominent f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  d e b a t e  on t h e  " d a i l y . "  

CLAUDE HOLMES 

Claude E. Holmes, 1881-1953, l i n o t y p e  o p e r a t o r  and Washington cor responden t  

o f  Sou thern  Watchman, was among t h e  in formal  a t t e n d a n t s  a t  t h e  1919 B i b l e  

and H i s t o r y  Teachers '  Conference.  Raised a s  an  A d v e n t i s t ,  Holmes grew up i n  

t h e  West Union, Iowa, church,  most o f  whose congrega t ion  c o n s i s t e d  o f  "pioneer"  

A d v e n t i s t s .  Holmes d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy "was t h e  word of God 

t o  them." H e  no ted :  

As I a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e s e  s t aunch  o l d  p a t r i a r c h s  Sabbath  a f t e r  
Sabbath  I imbibed some of t h e i r  l o v e  and z e a l  f o r  t h e  t r u t h . . . .  Such 
a n  environment was n o t  conducive t o  t h e o r e t i c a l  j a n g l i n g  o v e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
and n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy; f o r  t o  t h o s e  b r e t h r e n  and 
sisters t h e  t es t imony  o f  J e s u s  was t o  be i m p l i c i t l y  fol lowed w i t h o u t  
q u e s t i o n  .... I s p e n t  whole w i n t e r s  s t u d y i n g  t h e  t e s t i m o n i e s  and s t u d y i n g  
Danie l  and R e v e l a t i o n  by Smith u n t i l  I could  a lmost  r e p e a t  them by 
h e a r t . . . .  When I see men coming i n  who s e e k  t o  d i s c r e d i t  t h e  s a c r e d  
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t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy my r i g h t e o u s  i n d i g n a t i o n  a r i s e s  
and I f e e l  s t i r r e d  t o  c o n t e n d . f o r  t h e  f a i t h  once g iven  t o  t h e  s a i n t s . 5 2  

~ o l m e s '  e x t e n s i v e  knowledge of t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy w r i t i n g s  gave him 

a  r e p u t a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  days p r i o r  t o  a v a i l a b l e  index ing ,  of be ing  an  a u t h o r i t y  

on t h e  w r i t i n g s .  Review e d i t o r s  f r e q u e n t l y  c a l l e d  upon him t o  p rov ide  r e f -  

e r e n c e s  and q u o t a t i o n s  from t h e  w r i t i n g s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  memory and 

i n t e n s e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  w r i t i n g s ,  Holmes a c q u i r e d  probably  t h e  l a r g e s t  p r i v a t e  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  E l l e n  White w r i t i n g s ,  pub l i shed  and unpubl i shed ,  w i t h i n  t h e  

denomination.  Holmes' s k i l l  a s  a  l i n o t y p e  o p e r a t o r  enab led  him t o  p r e p a r e  a  

m u l t i t u d e  of p r i v a t e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy compi la t ions  i n  type  form and t h e n  p u l l  

p r o o f s  o f  t h e  g a l l e y e d  type  a t  p r a c t i c a l l y  no expense.  A f t e r  W .  A .  Colcord 

l e f t  t h e  church i n  1914, Holmes borrowed and copied over  300 t y p e w r i t t e n  pages  

of unpubl ished t e s t i m o n i e s  from him. As A. G .  D a n i e l l s  was t r a v e l l i n g  i n  t h e  

Far  E a s t  i n  1917, Holmes convinced someone t h a t  he had D a n i e l l s '  pe rmiss ion  t o  

copy t h e  bound volumes o f  unpubl ished E l l e n  White t e s t i m o n i e s  housed i n  t h e  

General  Conference v a u l t .  Although i t  r e s u l t e d  i n  h i s  d i s m i s s a l  from t h e  

Review, h e  the reby  a t t a i n e d  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  hundreds of p e r s o n a l  t e s t i m o n i e s .  

T h i s  a c c e s s  t o  some o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l  t e s t i m o n i e s  s e n t  t o  P r e s c o t t  and D a n i e l l s  

g r e a t l y  inf lamed r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  5 3  

One of t h e  reactions of Claude Holmes t o  t he  1919 B i b l e  Conference con- 

s i s t e d  o f  h i s  p u b l i s h i n g  a n  open l e t t e r  i n  pamphlet form. Holmes d e c r i e d  

t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  h e  heard  a t  t h e  Conference "again  and a g a i n  by a  number of o u r  

B i b l e  and h i s t o r y  t e a c h e r s  t h a t  S i s t e r  White i s  n o t  an  a u t h o r i t y  on h i s t o r y . "  

He c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  e v i l  s i n c e  t h o s e  views would be 

11 poured i n t o  t h e  r e c e p t i v e  minds of our  young people  t o  undermine t h e i r  f a i t h  

i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy." Holmes i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  t aken  i n  1919 

t o  mean t h a t  t h e  Conference concluded t h a t  Mrs. White s e l e c t e d  r e l e v a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  

m a t e r i a l s  j u s t  a s  any r e s e a r c h e r  would. I f  t h e  f a c t s  s e l e c t e d  happened t o  b e  



erroneous,  they should be r e j e c t e d .  Holmes' view of t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  

s p i r i t  of  prophecy t o t a l l y  r e j e c t e d  t h a t  concept.  He be l ieved  t h a t  Mrs. White 

s e l e c t e d  from d ivergent  h i s t o r i c a l  sources  those i t e m s  t h a t  she  recognized a s  

t r u t h  and thereby those i tems became a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y  and i n f a l l i b l y  t r u e .  

According t o  Holmes, every th ing  d e a l t  wi th  by a prophet became a u t h o r i t a t i v e .  

H e  be l ieved  t h a t  a s  much i n s p i r a t i o n  was r equ i r ed  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t r u t h  from 

e r r o r  a s  was r equ i r ed  t o  p re sen t  o r i g i n a l  t r u t h .  He continued: 

I f  h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t i n g s  a r e  t o  be d i s c r e d i t e d  because she  is  no t  
an "au tho r i t y  on h i s t o r y , "  then t h e  l o g i c  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  fo rces  us 
t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  a l l  h e r  w r i t i n g s  must be thrown overboard, f o r  
h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  a r e  i n e x t r i c a b l y  interwoven i n  a l l  h e r  messages....  
One te l ls  me h e r  books a r e  no t  i n  harmony wi th  f a c t s  h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  
another  t h a t  she  i s  wrong s c i e n t i f i c a l l y ,  s t i l l  another  d i spu te s  h e r  
c la ims t h e o l o g i c a l l y ,  and another  ques t i ons  h e r  au tho r sh ip ,  and o t h e r s  
d i s c r e d i t  h e r  w r i t i n g s  grammatically and r h e t o r i c a l l y .  Is t h e r e  
anything l e f t ?  I f  t he se  claims a r e  a l l  t r u e ,  how much s p i r i t  of 
prophecy does t h e  remnant church possess?  

Holmes concluded t h i s  11-page open l e t t e r  t o  J. S .  Washburn by emphasizing h i s  

uncompromising s t a n c e  on the  abso lu t e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy. 

H e  a f f i rmed t h a t  he drew no l i n e  "between the  so-ca l led  human and d iv ine ;  they 

a r e  a l l  S c r i p t u r e  t o  me. 1154 

Years l a t e r ,  Holmes aga in  r e f e r r e d  t o  the  Conference i n  a p r o t e s t  he 

r e g i s t e r e d  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of Emmanuel Missionary College,  A.  W .  Johnson, 

and t o  E .  R. Th ie l e ,  chairman of t h e  B ib l e  department.  I n  h i s  capac i ty  a s  l o c a l  

e l d e r  of t h e  West Cen t r a l  Church of Chicago, Holmes, i n  a round-table d i s cus s ion  

i n  Ber r ien  Springs i n  1948, opposed t h e  "s t range  and c o n f l i c t i n g  views of t h e  

prophesies ,"  t h a t  he  be l i eved  were being taught  t o  some of t h e  members of t h a t  

church. H e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  "when B ib l e  t eache r s  p re sen t  views con t r a ry  t o  

e s t a b l i s h e d  p o s i t i o n s ,  s t u d e n t s  and preachers  a r e  encouraged t o  do the  same." 

H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  door t h a t  permi t ted  such new views t o  be  presented was 

opened during t h e  1919 B ib l e  Conference. 55 



An a d d i t i o n a l  r esponse  o f  Holmes t o  t h e  Conference c o n s i s t e d  o f  h i s  

i s s u i n g  a p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  of E .  F. Alber t swor th  and H.  C.  Lacey, 

two of t h e  t h r e e  t e a c h e r s  from Washington Miss ionary Col lege  who a t t e n d e d  t h e  

Conference.  Bes ides  i s s u i n g  h i s  own p r o t e s t ,  Holmes adv i sed  c e r t a i n  s t u d e n t s  t o  

do t h e  same. Although t h e  s t u d e n t  p r o t e s t s  i n i t i a l l y  invo lved  o n l y  P r o f e s s o r  

Alber t swor th ,  because  o f  t h e  a l l e g e d  " l i g h t  esteem" t h a t  h e  e x h i b i t e d  toward t h e  

s p i r i t  o f  prophecy, t h e  upshot  o f  t h e  ep i sode  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  severance ,  by 

mid-1920, o f  a l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e  WMC r e p r e s e n t a t i v c s  a t  t h e  1919 Conference and 

f u r t h e r  problems between t h e  General  Conference and t h e  Columbia Union. 5  6  

J. S. Washburn, 1863-1955, wro te  A. G .  D a n i e l l s  i n  1912: 

Tru ly  I have r e a s o n  t o  r e g a r d  you a s  one o f  t h e  b e s t  f r i e n d s  I have 
on e a r t h . . . .  May God g r a n t  t h a t  n o t h i n g  may e v e r  s e v e r  t h e  bonds o f  
b r o t h e r l y  t r u s t  and conf idence  between us .  An o l d  f r i e n d s h i p  wrecked 
is  worse t h a n  a f u n e r a l .  

D a n i e l l s  responded: 

A l l  you s a y  s t r i k e s  a  r e s p o n s i v e  chord i n  my h e a r t .  I have known you 
from a boy on t h e  farm, and have always f e l t  a s o r t  o f  a  b r o t h e r l y  
f e e l i n g  f o r  you. 

I n  1922, i n  a n  open l e t t e r  t o  t h e  General  Conference s e s s i o n  i n  San F r a n c i s c o ,  

Washburn w r o t e  t h e  fo l lowing  t o  A. G. D a n i e l l s :  

For y e a r s  my conf idence  i n  you h a s  been s lowly  dying u n t i l  now i t  i s  
dead beyond r e c a l l ,  beyond t h e  hope of a r e s u r r e c t i o n .  I a m  s a d l y  
f o r c e d  t o  acknowledee t h a t  t h e  as tounding  change i n  your  a t t i t u d e  
toward t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy and t h e  message, and toward your  most 
l o y a l  f r i e n d s  and workers h a s  s o  complete ly  des t royed  t h e  t r u s t  I once 
had i n  ou t h a t  i t  can never  b e  r e s t o r e d ,  excep t  by a  d i r e c t  m i r a c l e  
o f  God. 3 7 

Washburn c la imed a  r i c h  SDA h e r i t a g e .  He was conver ted  by J. N .  Andrews 

a t  11, b a p t i z e d  by James White a t  12 and began p reach ing  Adventism a t  21. I n  

a  s ta te  o f  confus ion  and dismay a f t e r  t h e  1888 General  Conference s e s s i o n  t h a t  

h e  a t t e n d e d ,  Washburn, who was a  nephew of George B u t l e r ,  had a n  i n t e r v i e w  



w i t h  Mrs. White a t  Ottawa, Kansas. Washburn cons idered  t h a t  i n t e r v i e w  a  t u r n i n g  

p o i n t  i n  h i s  l i f e .  From t h a t  t i m e  onward h e  main ta ined  complete conf idence  

i n  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  Mrs. White. He wro te  Mrs. White i n  e a r l y  1915: 

I t r u l y  b e l i e v e  i t  is  t h e  complete f a i t h  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy and 
t h e  s t u d y  and obedience t o  t h e  Test imonies  t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  
r a i n .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  complete accep tance  of t h e  g i f t s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  
o f  prophecy i s  t h e  key t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a s t  g r e a t  c r i s i s ,  and 
I do pray God t h a t  t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  Washington and a l l  o v e r  t h e  world  
may b e  f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e  g r e a t  l i g h t  t h a t  God h a s  s e n t  t o  H i s  peop le  
through t h e  Testimony of J e s u s  C h r i s t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  i n t e n s e  s t u d y  of t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy and d e s i r e  t o  o b t a i n  

I I  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  S i s t e r  White wro te , "  Washburn's amazing memory enabled him 

t o  memorize much of  t h e  B i b l e  and s p i r i t  o f  prophecy w r i t i n g s .  By 1918 he  

c la imed t o  have memorized R e v e l a t i o n ,  Romans, James and Second P e t e r .  H e  no ted  

t h a t  h i s  memory improved "with t h e  s t u d y  of t h e  B i b l e  and s p i r i t  o f  prophecy." 

By 1948 h e  claimed t o  have memorized t h e  e n t i r e  New Testament and was working 

toward committ ing I s a i a h  t o  memory. 58 

Although Washburn e n t e r e d  t h e  d e b a t e  on t h e  "da i ly"  somewhat humorously by 

w r i t i n g  S.  N. H a s k e l l  t h a t  h e  was t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  "da i ly"  " c o n t i n u a l l y , "  i n  

a c t u a l i t y  h e  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  "new view" a t  a l l  amusing. He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

i t  was u s h e r i n g . i n  t h e  " g r e a t e s t  shak ing  our  peop le  have e v e r  had," by c a u s i n g  

doubt  and d i s b e l i e f  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy and by moving t h e  f i r m  " p r o p h e t i c  

framework" upon which t h e  message was c o n s t r u c t e d  . 59 

Washburn heard  D a n i e l l s  p r e s e n t  t h e  "new view" a t  t h e  1910 Southern 

Union Conference mee t ings .  I n  a n  a l l - n i g h t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  

D a n i e l l s  r a i s e d  some q u e s t i o n s  t h a t ,  t o  Washburn, i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  

o f  t h e  General  Conference was s e e k i n g  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy. 

Washburn a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h e  was "simply h o r r i f i e d , "  t o  h e a r  D a n i e l l s  a s s e r t  

t h a t  E l l e n  White ' s  s t a t e m e n t  on t h e  " d a i l y  ," was a n  " imper fec t  s t a t e m e n t  ," and 

a l s o  t h a t  s h e  had made o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  were accep ted  a s  t e s t i m o n i e s  t h a t  
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l i k e w i s e  were " imperfect ."  D a n i e l l s  a l s o  s t a t e d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Washburn, t h a t  

Mrs. White had e r r e d  i n  send ing  l e t t e r s  encouraging J. E .  White t o  a c c e p t  

t i t h e  funds  f o r  h i s  work i n  t h e  South.  Washburn a l s o  b r i s t l e d  t h a t  D a n i e l l s  

a l l e g e d l y  cons idered  A. T. J o n e s '  a t t a c k  on t h e  "Sunday Labor" s e c t i o n  o f  Volume 

9  o f  t h e  Test imonies  a s  a n  a t t a c k  t h a t  was t h e  "hardes t  t h i n g  t o  answer" t h a t  t h e  

GC had t o  respond t o .  To Washburn, t h a t  a s s e r t i o n  seemed t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

perhaps  M r s .  White was i n  e r r o r .  Washburn claimed t h a t  D a n i e l l s  took t h e  

p reced ing  p o s i t i o n s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  avoid  t h e  need t o  a c c e p t  t h e  p l a i n  s t a t e -  

ment i n  E a r l y  W r i t i n g s  concern ing  t h e  "da i ly . "  He s t a t e d :  

I s a y  b r o t h e r  White, i n  a l l  s i n c e r i t y ,  t h a t  t h e  view which l e a d s  any 
one o f  o u r  b r e t h r e n  t o  t a k e  such a  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  Tes t imonies  is  
condemned by t h i s  a t t i t u d e ,  i f  f o r  no o t h e r  reasons  wha tever ,  and 
is  e n t i r e l y  u n s a f e  t o  be  h e l d  by t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  o u r  work. To defend 
t h e  "new view" of  t h e  " d a i l y , "  h e  must d e s t r o y  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy."60 

J. S.  Washburn saw t h e  1919 B i b l e  Conference a s  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of a 

" t e r r i b l e  con t roversy . "  I n  1921 Washburn wro te  F. M. Wilcox t h a t  h e  had 

l a t e l y  f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  was l o s i n g  f a i t h .  He n o t e d ,  "You were i n  t h a t  

secret B i b l e  Counci l  which I b e l i e v e  was t h e  most u n f o r t u n a t e  t h i n g  o u r  people  

e v e r  d i d ,  and i t  seemed t o  me you were l o s i n g  t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  your f a i t h . "  

He a l s o  no ted  t h a t  Wilcox defended t h e  t h r e e  WMC r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  t h e  

Conference when t h e i r  t e a c h i n g s  were b rought  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  Col lege  

Board. H e  brought  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  " d a i l y , "  Washington Miss ionary Col lege  

t e a c h e r s ,  and 1919 B i b l e  Conference t o g e t h e r  i n  a 16-page open l e t t e r  t o  

Claude Holmes d a t e d  A p r i l  18,  1920. H e  impl ied  t h a t  t h e  consensus  from 

t h e  Conference cons idered  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy was n o t  i n s p i r e d  on h i s t o r y ,  

w h i l e  some c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  w r i t i n g s  u n i n s p i r e d  r e g a r d i n g  theo logy  and h e a l t h  

reform. H e  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  l e d  " i n e v i t a b l y  t o  i n f i d e l i t y ,  as was 

demonstra ted by D r .  A lber t swor th ,  r e c e n t l y  d i smissed  summarily from t h e  f a c u l t y  
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by t h e  Col lege  Board o f  Washington Col lege."  Washburn pub l i shed  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

t h a t  t h e  Columbia Union p r e s i d e n t ,  a y e a r  p r e v i o u s ,  a t t empted  t o  r i d  t h e  

c o l l e g e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  " i n f i d e l "  t e a c h e r s ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  General  Conference came 

t o  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  and i n s t e a d  " fo rced  o u t  o f  o f f i c e , "  t h a t  p r e s i d e n t .  He 

no ted  t h a t ,  a l though  t h e  t h r e e  t e a c h e r s  d i f f e r e d  i n  o t h e r  b e l i e f s ,  a l l  t h r e e  

u n i t e d  i n  advoca t ing  " t h e  new d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  d a i l y  as t a u g h t  by P r o f e s s o r  

P r e s c o t t "  and o t h e r s .  Washburn i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  denominat ional  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  "new 

view" w i t h  E.  J. Waggoner, A .  T. Jones ,  and J. H .  Kel logg,  and thence  t o  W. W. 

P r e s c o t t .  He a d d i t i o n a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  e n r o l l m e n t  a t  WMC t o  t h e  

t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  "new view" t h e r e .  He p i c t u r e d  t h a t  view a s  

b e s i e g i n g  and t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  d e s o l a t e  and d e s t r o y  t h e  work o f  God's l a s t  
message a t  i t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a t  i t s  very  h e a r t . . . .  Here is  a remnant o f  
t h e  new phase  o f  t h e  world-old a p o s t a s y  a t  our  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and i n  our  
p r i n c i p a l  B i b l e  School .  

Washburn a s s u r e d  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  h i s  pamphlet t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  t e a c h e r s  would 

n o t  be  t e a c h i n g  a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  The "Omega apos tasy"  had re- 

ce ived  a s e t b a c k  a t  Washington Miss ionary Col lege ,  he a f f i r m e d .  6 1 

While t h e  con t roversy  i n t e n s i f i e d  from t h a t  p o i n t  onward, i t  was t o  r e a c h  

a s t i l l  more v o l a t i l e  p o i n t  a t  t h e  1922 General  Conference s e s s i o n .  Washburn 

o f f e r e d  h i n t s  o f  h i s  f u t u r e  i n t e n t i o n s  a  y e a r  e a r l i e r  i n  correspondence w i t h  

F. M. Wilcox: 

You s a y  a g a i n ,  " I f  you f e e l  t h a t  t h e  c a u s e  of t r u t h  i s  jeopard ized  by 
men occupying p o s i t i o n s  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t h e n  i t  would be  p roper  
f o r  you t o  s t a t e  your  c o n v i c t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  wrong may be r i g h t e d . "  I 
do t r u l y  f e e l ,  I am c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  i s  s o ,  and I must s a y  s o  a t  t h e  
p roper  t i m e . . . .  The t ime is  s u r e l y  coming soon when t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  
w i l l  go b e f o r e  a wider  t r i b u n a l  than t h e  General  Conference Committee. 6 2 

Two open l e t t e r s  t o  A .  G. D a n i e l l s ,  d a t e d  May 1, 1922, were among t h e  

i t e m s  c i r c u l a t e d  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  a t  t h e  San Franc i sco  General  Conference 

s e s s i o n  i n  1922. Claude Holmes began h i s  l e t t e r  by r e c a l l i n g  a  p r e v i o u s  sermon 
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by D a n i e l l s  where t h e  l a t t e r  denied t h e  a c c u s a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  

GC "did  n o t  b e l i e v e  and f o l l o w  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy." Holmes then  l i s t e d  1 2  

s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  wherein  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  D a n i e l l s  ignored  o r  subver ted  s p i r i t  o f  

prophecy counse l .  Holmes concluded:  

I f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  d e p l o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  found i n  t h e  church today 
are due l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  c o u r s e  you have fol lowed.  I n  a l l  s e r i o u s n e s s  I 
ask :  Should men be  l e a d e r s  i n  our  work y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r  who ne l e c t  t o  
f o l l o w  God's c o u n s e l  and p e r s i s t  i n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  own way?6 9 
Washburn's 36-page open l e t te r  was even more comprehensive i n  i t s  accusa-  

t i o n s .  H e  a g a i n  accused D a n i e l l s  of s e e k i n g  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy 

i n  o r d e r  t o  uphold h i s  t e a c h i n g  on t h e  " d a i l y . "  He r e c a l l e d  t h e  a l l - n i g h t  

1910 t a l k  t h a t  s h a t t e r e d  h i s  f a i t h  i n  D a n i e l l s .  Washburn s t a t e d  t h a t  t h o s e  

11 c r i t i c i s m s "  were "burned i n t o  my v e r y  s o u l ,  and have been from t h a t  v e r y  

moment and w i l l  be  t h e r e  till t h e  day o f  judgment." The r o o t s  of t h e  "da i ly"  

theology and t h e  Washington Miss ionary Col lege  e p i s o d e  were d i s c u s s e d .  He 

no ted  t h a t ,  i n  h i s  d e f e n s e  b e f o r e  t h e  WMC Board one of t h e  t e a c h e r s  cons idered  

t h a t  "he was t e a c h i n g  i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  B i b l e  I n s t i t u t e  t h a t  had been h e l d  

i n  Washington dur ing  t h e  summer o f  1919." That  t e a c h e r ,  accord ing  t o  Washburn, 

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  " t augh t  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy was n o t  i n s p i r e d  on 

h i s t o r y , "  w h i l e  some a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  b e l i e v e d  i t  a l s o  was n o t  i n s p i r e d  on ques- 

t i o n s  o f  h e a l t h  reform o r  theology.  Washburn cons idered  t h e  Conference 

as r e p r e s e n t i n g  a meet ing of "doubters" :  

Two of  o u r  b e s t  w r i t e r s  t o l d  m e  t h a t  a r t i c l e s  on t h e  Turk i sh  q u e s t i o n  
were k e p t  o u t  o f  o u r  papers  s i n c e  t h a t  s e c r e t  c o u n c i l  had thrown doubt  
on t h a t  q u e s t i o n  and many o t h e r s .  So w h i l e  I s l a m  is  g a t h e r i n g  h e r  
m i l l i o n s  f o r  t h e  l a s t  g r e a t  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  prophecy o f  Daniel  1 1 t h  and 
1 2 t h  c h a p t e r ,  o u r  p a p e r s ,  o u r  m i n i s t e r s ,  o u r  s e n t i n e l s  a r e  chloroformed t o  
s l e e p ,  a r e  muzzled i n t o  s i l e n c e  by t h i s  Counci l  of Darkness ,  t h i s  D i e t  of 
Doubts. Was n o t  t h i s  s e c r e t  c o u n c i l  a  crowning a c t  i n  t h e  program of  
doubt and darkness  and c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  h a s  been enve lop ing  Washington 
r e c e n t l y ?  W i l l  t h i s  b r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  r a i n ,  t h e  f u l l  a s s u r a n c e  of f a i t h  
and t h e  v i c t o r i o u s  l i f e ?  And you and P r o f e s s o r  P r e s c o t t  were t h e  l e a d i n g  
f i g u r e s  i n  t h a t  I n s t i t u t e .  No doubt you found i t  imposs ib le  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  
a l l  t h e  new c h a o t i c  theo logy  of  t h a t  c o u n c i l ,  b u t  E l d e r  D a n i e l l s ,  how 
could you permi t  such a  dangerous pa rade  o f  doubts ,  and p r e s i d e  o v e r  
such a  c loud  o f  m i s t y  h i g h e r  c r i t i c i s m ?  Did t h a t  i n s t i t u t e  c u r e  t h e  



t h e  c r i t i c i s m  you t e l l  me is  d e s t r o y i n g  our  work? No, i t  m u l t i p l i e d  i t  
a hundred t imes .  And you more t h a n  any o t h e r  man a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e .  

Washburn concluded by a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  f o r  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  a l l  

h i s  charges .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  was n o t  f e a r f u l  " t h a t  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  

our  peop le  w i l l  t u r n  me down o r  o u t  f o r  s t a n d i n g  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  message and 

t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy." He was a p p e a l i n g ,  Washburn s a i d ,  "not  t o  any small 

committee o r  t o  a s e c r e t  Counci l  l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e  summer o f  1919, b u t  t o  t h e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of God's chosen people  i n  open s e s s i o n  a ~ s e m b l e d . " ~ ~  

Washburn claimed t h a t  h i s  "Open L e t t e r "  was l a r g e l y  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  

d e f e a t i n g  D a n i e l l s '  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  GC p res idency  i n  1922. 

Indeed ,  San Franc i sco  newspaper accounts  d e p i c t e d  D a n i e l l s  emot iona l ly  de fend ing  

h i s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  b u t  decry ing  t h e  b i t t e r  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  him and h o l d i n g  a 

"handful  o f  w r i t t e n  documents, which he  s a i d  were t h e  p r o o f s  o f  h i s  charges  o f  

propaganda and v i l l i f i c a t i o n .  1165 

The d e f e a t  o f  D a n i e l l s  i n  1922 d i d  n o t  end t h e  b a s i c  a l ignments  t h a t  had 

begun t o  s o l i d i f y  much e a r l i e r .  The B i b l e  v e r s i o n s  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  t h e  Columbia 

Union-General Conference f r i c t i o n ,  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  b a t t l e s  o v e r  t h e  1931 

Omaha F a l l  Counci l  d e c i s i o n s ,  and even t h e  manual used by t h e  Young P e o p l e ' s  

Miss ionary Volun tee r  S o c i e t y ,  a l l  r e s u l t e d  i n  c o n f l i c t  d u r i n g  t h e  19309, and 

a l l  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  a  b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  

of t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy. A f t e r  t h e  Omaha Counc i l ,  Washburn i d e n t i f i e d  

a n o t h e r  b e l i e v e r  i n  t h e  "new view" of  t h e  "da i ly"  who a p o s t a s i z e d :  L .  R. Conradi.  

He no ted :  

Many who a r e  counted l e a d i n g  men, w r i t e r s  and e d i t o r s  among us  t e a c h  t h i s  
same d o c t r i n e . . . .  For many y e a r s  t h e  Columbia Union h a s  been engaged 
i n  a g r e a t  f i g h t  o f  f a i t h ,  a f i g h t  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t e a c h i n g s  
o f  our  g r e a t  Message and conf idence  i n  t h e  guidance o f  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  
through t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy..  . . Thank God f o r  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy .66 

By 1932, F. M. Wilcox n o t i c e d  d i s a s t r o u s  consequences from t h e  a l i e n a t i o n .  

He no ted  t h a t  e n t i r e  churches  were s t i r r e d  up and t h a t  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  were 
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l i n i n g  up t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  as t o  whether  t h e y  were " fundamenta l i s t "  o r  "modernist ."  

Wilcox wro te  C.  H. Watson, p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  General  Conference,  t h a t  he  b e l i e v e d  

i t  was necessa ry  f o r  t h e  General  Conference t o  " r e - e s t a b l i s h  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  

conf idence  o f  our  peop le  a g a i n s t  t h e  o n s l a u g h t s  which have been made upon [ i t ]  

... by misguided i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  a  series of  y e a r s .  1167 

W. W. PRESCOTT 

Somewhat f a c e t i o u s l y ,  W i l l i a m  Warren P r e s c o t t ,  1855-1944, informed t h e  

d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  1919 B i b l e  and H i s t o r y  Teachers '  Conference:  "I would l i k e  

t o  be unders tood as be ing  a c o n s e r v a t i v e .  I thought  I would have t o  p roc la im 

i t  t o  you myself." The s t e n o g r a p h i c  n o t e s  o f  t h e  Conference i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

" l augh te r"  fol lowed t h e  s t a t e m e n t .  68 

Although the s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  "da i ly"  was n o t  on t h e  agenda t o  be d i s c u s s e d  

i n  1919, and a l though  i t  was n o t  fo rmal ly  d i s c u s s e d  a s  a  t o p i c ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  

phi losophy and c e n t r a l  c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  t h e  "new view" were ,  i n  a  s e n s e ,  g iven  

d u r i n g  t h e  20 p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  W. W. P r e s c o t t  on "The Person o f  C h r i s t , "  and 

"The Mediat ion o f  C h r i s t , "  t h e  t i t l e  of h i s  d a i l y  worship  s e r i e s .  Although 

h e  had n o t  used t h e  term " d a i l y , "  because  o f  h i s  use  of t h e  Revised Vers ion o f  

t h e  B i b l e  t h a t  enab led  an  emphasis upon t h e  term " c o n t i n u a l , "  P r e s c o t t  c l e a r l y  

p r e s e n t e d  t h e  "new view. I' He emphasized : 

I I I Our message a g a i n s t  t h e  b e a s t  and h i s  image c e n t e r s  r i g h t  h e r e ,  and t h a t  
i s  t o  g i v e  C h r i s t  t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  be longs  t o  him. When we a r e  p reach ing  
t h e  person o f  C h r i s t ,  a s  we have been do ing  h e r e ,  we a r e  p reach ing  a g a i n s t  
t h e  papacy,  even though we do n o t  mention t h e  papacy. . . .  The v i t a l  t h i n g  
i t  t o  g i v e  C h r i s t  h i s  p l a c e  as  t h e  l i v i n g  head of t h e  church . . . .  H i s  
p r i e s t h o o d  is  a c o n t i n u a l  p r i e s t h o o d .  H i s  s a c r i f i c e  i s  a  c o n t i n u a l  
s a c r i f i c e .  H i s  m i n i s t r y  is  a  c o n t i n u a l  m i n i s t r y .  A l l  growing o u t  of 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  i n  h i s  own person con t inued .  Now i f  you t a k e  away t h i s ,  
you d e s p o i l  C h r i s t i a n i t y  .... Our c o n t i n u a l  e x p e r i e n c e  is  based upon h i s  
c o n t i n u a l  m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Our a b i l i t y  t o  con t inue  as C h r i s t i a n s ,  our  
a b i l i t y  t o  c o n t i n u e  p e r s o n a l l y  is  based upon t h e  Person  o f  H i m  who c o n t i n u e s ,  
and t h a t  i s  based  upon h i s  word i n  h i s  c o n t i n u a l  s e r v i c e  f o r  us . . . .  The 
c o n t i n u a l  s a c r i f i c e  goes  on. It i s  one s a c r i f i c e  f o r  s i n  c o n t i n u a l l y ,  
and we s h a l l  l i ve  because  h e  g i v e s  h imse l f  t o  us  c o n t i n u a l l y  .... So t h e  
whole q u e s t i o n  o f  o u r  C h r i s t i a n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  work f o r  him 
is  a l l  bound up i n  t h i s  one t h i n g .  Then when t h e  Papacy s t r i k e s  a t  t h i s  



one t h i n g  i t  s t r i k e s  a t  t h a t  which w i l l  demolish C h r i s t i a n i t y .  And t h a t  
is  i ts  purpose:  t o  a b o l i s h  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and p u t  a  man i n  C h r i s t ' s  p l a c e .  ... We must r e s t o r e  t h e  law of God as i n t e r p r e t e d  by C h r i s t .  We must 
r e s t o r e  t h e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h a t  l a w  a s  r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s .  We must 
r e s t o r e  t o  t h e  peop le  t h e  means o f  obeying t h a t  law, o r  e l s e  we a r e  n o t  
g i v i n g  t h i s  message t o  t h e  world .69 

As d i d  o t h e r  d e b a t e r s  on t h e  "da i ly"  q u e s t i o n ,  P r e s c o t t  b e l i e v e d  h e  saw 

i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  e lements  o f  t r u t h  t h a t  f a r  t r anscended  t h e  immediate t h e o l o g i c a l  

i s s u e .  As e a r l y  as 1907 h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  b e l i e v e d  h i s  view of  Danie l  8 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  "much more v i t a l  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  r e a l  h e a r t  of t h i s  message" 

t h a n  had been p o s s i b l e  under t h e  p r e v i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  

1 t new view" enab led  a knowledge of t h e  m e d i a t o r i a l  work o f  C h r i s t  i n  t h e  

heavenly  s a n c t u a r y  t h a t  t h e  denomination was e s p e c i a l l y  c a l l e d  upon t o  p r e s e n t  

t o  t h e  world  j u s t  as t h e  c o u n t e r f e i t  m e d i a t o r i a l  sys tem was des igned  t o  en- 

compass t h e  world  w i t h i n  i t s  f a l s e  system. He and o t h e r s  a t t a c h e d  a s p e c i a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  i n  A d v e n t i s t  h i s t o r y  when l i g h t  was s h i n i n g  

upon t h i s  view s i n c e  i t  seemed t o  come a t  t h e  t ime when Adventism was moving 

s t r o n g l y  i n t o  Roman C a t h o l i c  c o u n t r i e s .  While t h e  message exposed t h e  f a l s e  

s a n c t u a r y ,  P r e s c o t t  b e l i e v e d  i t  a l s o  c a l l e d  t h e  world t o  a  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

pure  Word o f  God and s u p p l i e d  t h e  power necessa ry  f o r  obedience t o  t h e  law of 

God by f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t ' s  m e d i a t o r i a l  work. 
70 

Through h i s  pamphlet ,  " 'The ~ a i l y ' :  A B r i e f  Reply t o  Two L e a f l e t s  on T h i s  

S u b j e c t , "  through P r o t e s t a n t  - Magazine, o f  which he  was e d i t o r  from 1909 t o  

1916, through union confe rence  s e s s i o n s  and m i n i s t e r i a l  i n s t i t u t e s ,  through 

Sabbath  School  l e s s o n s  t h a t  h e  p r e p a r e d ,  and through correspondence w i t h  t e a c h e r s  

and s t u d e n t s ,  P r e s c o t t  con t inued  t o  espouse h i s  views o f  t h e  " d a i l y .  
1171 

P r e s c o t t  e n v i s i o n e d  a somewhat d i f f e r e n t  r o l e  f o r  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy 

w i t h i n  t h e  church than  t h o s e  who suppor ted  t h e  "old  view" of  t h e  " d a i l y . "  

H e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  shou ld  be  i ts  own i n t e r p r e t e r  and t h a t  a p p e a l  shou ld  
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n o t  b e  made t o  some o t h e r  " v i s i b l e  a u t h o r i t y "  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  Such 

methodology, h e  a f f i r m e d ,  would e v e n t u a l l y  r e s u l t  i n  be ing  l e d  s t e p  by s t e p  

t o  s u b s t i t u t i n g  o t h e r  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h a t  o f  t h e  B i b l e .  Such a  c o n d i t i o n ,  he  

b e l i e v e d ,  would e n f e e b l e  and r e n d e r  u n c e r t a i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  e x p e r i e n c e  of t h e  

church membership. P r e s c o t t  t h u s  opposed s u b m i t t i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  

"da i ly"  t o  Mrs. White f o r  h e r  d e c i s i o n ,  a s  o t h e r s  had sugges ted .  While h e  

favored  any e x p l a n a t i o n  s h e  might o f f e r  a s  t o  what h e r  v i s i o n  concerning t h e  

I 1  d a i l y "  encompassed, h e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  i t  was Mrs. Whi te ' s  

11 p rov ince  t o  a c t  as judge i n  mere matters of  h i s t o r i c a l  o r  B i b l i c a l "  i n t e r p r e t a -  

t i o n .  P r e s c o t t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was danger  i n  a s s e r t i n g  t o o  g r e a t  a c l a i m  

upon t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy f o r  i n  s o  doing,  he  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  when h i s t o r i c a l  

ev idence  c l e a r l y  r e f u t e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  g i f t ,  t h a t  t h e  g i f t  would t h e n  

be  d i s c r e d i t e d  and l o s e  i t s  a u t h o r i t y  amongst t h e  membership. P r e s c o t t  p laced 

g r e a t  stress upon t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  s t a t e m e n t s  made by M r s .  White i n  

a r r i v i n g  a t  a c o r r e c t  unders tand ing  of h e r  message. 7 2 

L. R. CONRAD1 

Louis  R. Conradi ,  1856-1939, l e a d e r  of SDA work i n  Europe, l i k e w i s e  emphasized 

t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  as i ts  own e x p o s i t o r .  H e  r e j o i c e d  a t  Mrs. Whi te ' s  counse l  o f  

August, 1910, t h a t  t h o s e  engaged i n  t h e  d e b a t e  on t h e  "da i ly"  shou ld  r e f r a i n  

from u s i n g  h e r  w r i t i n g s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  s i n c e  s h e  had no c l e a r  l i g h t  

on t h e  s u b j e c t .  Conradi hoped t h a t  t h e  counse l  could  b e  a c c e p t e d  as a  g e n e r a l  

p r i n c i p l e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  H e  d e c r i e d  t h e  weakness of t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  "pioneers"  

and t h e i r  ev idence  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  views of t h e  " d a i l y , "  and s t a t e d :  "No 

wonder t h a t  some of  i t s  d e f e n d e r s  shou ld  clamor f o r  ' an  i n f a l l i b l e  i n t e r p r e t e r  

of t h e  Word of God' t o  g i v e  t h e  l a c k i n g  suppor t . "  Conradi  had espoused h i s  "new 

view" o f  t h e  "da i ly"  as e a r l y  as 1898, and cons idered  t h a t  t h e  denomination 

exposed a " t e r r i b l e  weakness'' by a l l o w i n g  Uriah Smith 's  work t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  

be  c i r c u l a t e d  w i t h  what h e  cons idered  an  "un tenab le  p o s i t i o n "  on t h e  "dai ly"  
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i n  i t .  Conradi considered t h a t  "it shows t h e  l ack  of backbone" w i th in  t h e  

denomination. He had s u c c e s s f u l l y  prevented Smith's books from being publ ished 

i n  England un le s s  they were rev ised  and intended t o  cont inue t o  adhere t o  t h a t  

po l i cy ,  he  wrote  Dan ie l l s .  "I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  our  duty as watchmen t o  s ee  

t h a t  t he  t r u t h  is proclaimed and w r i t t e n  on every po in t , "  he  wrote i n  1910.73 

Even a s  two varying p o s i t i o n s  on t h e  ques t i on  of t he  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  

s p i r i t  of prophecy seemed t o  be s o l i d i f i e d  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  s o  d id  such 

p o s i t i o n s  begin t o  develop i n  Europe. I n  1910 a missionary t o  t h e  Turkish mission,  

Z.  G. Baharian informed W. C. White and W. A .  Sp ice r  of  i nc reas ing  doubts 

concerning t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy. These doubts ,  according t o  Baharian, came 

l a r g e l y  from L. R. Conradi and were a l s o  he ld  by t h e  super in tendent  of t h e  

Turkish Mission, E .  E. Frauchiger .  

Baharian t r a c e d  t h e  r o o t s  of t he  d i f f e r i n g  p o s i t i o n s  t o  about 1898 when 

t h e  ques t i on  of h e a l t h  reform began t o  be introduced t o  Europe. H e  d i r e c t l y  

broached t h e  ques t ion  of t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy i n  a counc i l  meeting i n  Con- 

s t a n t i n o p l e  i n  October,  1910, a t  which Conradi was p re sen t .  According t o  

Baharian, Conradi spen t  some t i m e  seeking t o  prove t h a t  t h e  E l l e n  White w r i t i n g s  

could be  d iv ided  according t o  varying degrees  of i n s p i r a t i o n ,  c o n s i s t i n g  

l a r g e l y  of  two p a r t s :  t es t imonies  which were l a r g e l y  r e v e l a t i o n s  from God and 

o t h e r  works t h a t ,  whi le  t h e  s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  was guided by t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  

t h e  conten t  could con ta in  e r r o r s  and Conradi aff i rmed t h a t  he himself had 

co r r ec t ed  some of t h e s e  "er rors . "  According t o  Baharian both Conradi and 

Frauchiger  denied t h a t  t h e  w r i t i n g s  on h e a l t h  reform were i n s p i r e d .  Baharian 

t hus  concluded t h a t  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  i nd i ca t ed  " t h a t  h e r  w r i t i n g s  a r e  no t  a s a f e  

guide t o  us." H e  no ted ,  "What an awful t h ing  i t  i s  t h a t  one m i n i s t e r  should 

teach  one way and another  m i n i s t e r  another  way. W e  have many b a t t l e s  y e t  t o  

f i g h t .  May God p i t y  H i s  people."74 



T. E. Bowen, GC o f f i c e  s e c r e t a r y ,  w r i t i n g  on b e h a l f  of t h e  t r a v e l i n g  

W. A .  S p i c e r ,  d i d  n o t  respond t o  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  by Bahar ian ,  b u t  

d i d  n o t e :  

Th is  i s  a l i v e  q u e s t i o n  ... and a f f e c t s  n o t  o n l y  your  f i e l d ,  b u t  a f f e c t s  
o t h e r s ,  and is  r e a l l y  no new i s s u e  r a i s e d ;  f o r  i t  is  c o n s t a n t l y  up h e r e  
as w e l l  as i n  Turkey. 

Because o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  such a b a s i c  q u e s t i o n  by correspondence,  

W. C .  White urged t h a t  Bahar ian  meet w i t h  A .  G. D a n i e l l s  d u r i n g  a  for thcoming 

meet ing a t  F r iedensau .  He hoped t h a t  D a n i e l l s  cou ld  b r i n g  Conradi ,  F r a u c h i g e r ,  

and Bahar ian  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  broad s u b j e c t  of t h e  " a u t h e n t i c i t y  

and t h e  use" of t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p roper  manner o f  t e a c h i n g  

t h e  q u e s t i o n  of h e a l t h  re fo rm " i n  a new f i e 1 d . 1 ' ~ ~  

Although t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a meet ing w i t h  Conradi  a t  F r iedensau  d i d  n o t  

occur  because  o f  t h e  t ime f a c t o r  and because  D a n i e l l s  f e a r e d  Conradi would be 

I I t i r e d  and nervous," D a n i e l l s  d i d  d i s c u s s  i s s u e s  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  w i t h  t h e  

members o f  t h e  Turk i sh  Miss6on. D a n i e l l s  gained t h e  impress ion  t h a t  Bahar ian  

r e p r e s e n t e d  one extreme on t h e  q u e s t i o n  w h i l e  F r a u c h i g e r  t h e  o p p o s i t e  extreme.  

H e  r e f u s e d  t o  d i s c u s s  Conrad i ' s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t  of  

prophecy s i n c e  h e  f e a r e d  such views might b e  m i s r e p r e s e n t e d .  D a n i e l l s  b e l i e v e d  

h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  s e r v e d  t o  c a u t i o n  Bahar ian "with r e f e r e n c e  

t o  t a k i n g  a r a d i c a l  p o s i t i o n . "  He d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  "fundamental  p r i n c i p l e s  

under ly ing  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy and i t s  v a r i e d  forms, a s  w e l l  a s  " q u i t e  f u l l y  

w i t h  t h e  ques t ion"  o f  book r e v i s i o n .  D a n i e l l s  no ted  t h a t  " the  i n t e r v i e w  was a  

v e r y  p l e a s a n t  one,  and they  a l l  expressed  themselves  a s  b e i n g  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  and 

w e l l  s a t i s f i e d . "  D a n i e l l s  made t h e  fo l lowing  o b s e r v a t i o n  t o  W .  C.  White: 

I had a similar meet ing w i t h  t h e  b r e t h r e n  and s i s t e r s  i n  Odessa. I f i n d  
t h a t  t h e r e  is  a n  i n f l u e n c e  going o u t  from t h i s  c o u n t r y  [Uni ted S t a t e s ]  t o  
a l l  t h o s e  l a n d s ,  t o  undermine conf idence  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy. The 
t h i n g  i s  i n  t h e  a i r ,  and i t  must be  d e a l t  w i t h  promptly and w i s e l y .  Our 



l e a d e r s  must t a k e  a c o n s i s t e n t ,  B i b l i c a l  posi t ion--one i n  harmony w i t h  bo th  
t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  and t h e  a c t u a l  f a c t s  a s  they  e x i s t .  Then I b e l i e v e  t h e y  
can  s t a n d  t h e i r  ground and e s t a b l i s h  our  peop le  immovably upon t h i s  phase 
o f  o u r  message and work. 76 

A .  G. DANIELLS 

A.  G. D a n i e l l s ,  1858-1935, cons idered  t h e  c o n t e x t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  s p i r i t  

o f  prophecy s t a t e m e n t s  t o  be  v i t a l .  I n  a  two-day question-and-answer s e s s i o n  on 

t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy a t  a  Boulder ,  Colorado, camp meet ing i n  1906, D a n i e l l s  

had s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  c o n t e x t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  

t h e  w r i t i n g s .  A former church member wanted t o  know how i t  was p o s s i b l e  f o r  

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  Boulder San i ta r ium,  who was an o rda ined  m i n i s t e r ,  t o  

c o n t i n u e  i n  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  view of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Mrs. White,  i n  a Review and 

Herald  a r t i c l e  spoke a g a i n s t  m i n i s t e r s  performing l a r g e l y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d u t i e s .  

D a n i e l l s  urged a g a i n s t  " t a k i n g  such  a r a d i c a l  p o s i t i o n  a s  t h a t . "  He b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  invo lved  o f f e r e d  a  l o g i c a l  e x c e p t i o n  

t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  counse l .  He a p p l i e d  t h a t  same p r i n c i p l e  t o  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  

I f  no one man shou ld  b e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  General  Conference." D a n i e l l s  b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  A .  T. Jones  had s t r e t c h e d  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  t o  make i t  teach  something e n t i r e l y  

o u t  o f  harmony w i t h  t h e  obvious  purpose  f o r  which t h e  tes t imony was g iven .  He 

urged t h a t  "it w i l l  n o t  do t o  t a k e  a  s i n g l e  s t a t e m e n t  and s t r e t c h  i t  beyond 

i t s  purpose  and meaning. 1177 

D a n i e l l s  addressed  h imse l f  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  c o n t e x t u a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  

a g a i n  when h e  responded t o  q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  by a m i n i s t e r  i n  Missour i  concern ing  

t h e  a p p a r e n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of Sunday l a b o r  t h a t  appeared i n  Volume 

9 o f  t h e  Test imonies  w i t h  what had appeared i n  e a r l i e r  Tes t imonies .  D a n i e l l s  

c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  were fundamental  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  

prophecy. He wro te  W. C.  White: 



Beyond a l l  ques t i on  t h e r e  is  a t  work now an underground c u r r e n t  of 
i n f luence  t h a t  i s  undermining confidence i n  your mother 's  w r i t i n g s .  And 
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  un l e s s  we t ake  a  c o n s i s t e n t ,  d e f e n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n  we s h a l l  
be  dr iven  i n t o  very hard p l aces  where t h e  cause w i l l  s u f f e r  g r e a t  l o s s .  
But I f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  i f  we claim only what your f a t h e r  and mother 
claimed i n  t h e  beginning,  and what you yourse l f  b e l i e v e  regard ing  the  
s p i r i t  of prophecy, we s h a l l  be a b l e  t o  s t and  a g a i n s t  a l l  t he se  i n f luences ,  
and make S i s t e r  White's w r i t i n g s  o continued va lue  and s e r v i c e  t o  t h i s  
cause.  k 

I n  responding t o  t h e  m i n i s t e r ,  Dan ie l l s  caut ioned s e v e r a l  times a g a i n s t  

I 1  t ak ing  extreme pos i t i ons"  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  He urged t h a t  t h e  Test imonies ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  Bib le  should be s t u d i e d  a s  a  whole t o  understand i ts  component 

p a r t s .  78 

He then presen ted  t h e  con tex tua l  background f o r  t he  p o s i t i o n  taken i n  Vol. 

9 regard ing  Sunday l abo r :  t h e  testimony was w r i t t e n  concerning Sunday l e g i s l a t i o n  

i n  A u s t r a l i a  a t  a  time when t h e  l eade r sh ip  t h e r e  v i t a l l y  needed such counsel .  It  

was a l s o  w r i t t e n  wi th  t h e  s t e r n ,  unyie ld ing  p o s i t i o n  taken by t h e  European 

l eade r sh ip  i n  an e a r l i e r  c r i s i s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  a u t h o r i t i e s  c l o s i n g  t h e  Basle  

pub l i sh ing  house, s e l l i n g  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  pay f i n e s ,  and j a i l i n g  t he  l e a d e r  

of t h e  work i n  Europe. Bel iev ing  t h a t  o t h e r  a r e a s  of t h e  world might need 

s i m i l a r  counsel ,  Mrs. White, according t o  Dan ie l l s ,  publ ished t h a t  testimony i n  

Volume 9. H e  continued: 

I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imonies  i n  Volume 9 c o n t r a d i c t  any former 
t e s t imon ie s  wi th  regard  t o  Sunday l a b o r  o r  any o t h e r  p o i n t s .  We should 
bea r  i n  mind t h a t  C h r i s t i a n  experience is  p rog re s s ive ,  and t h a t  t h e  
Testimonies have taught  advanced p r i n c i p l e s  year  by year  a s  t he  work 
has  progressed and ~s t h e  people have been prepared t o  r ece ive  new 
l i g h t .  I f  you examine t h e  f i r s t  volumes of t h e  Test imonies ,  you w i l l  
f i n d  t h a t  on ly  t h e  A B C of  many p r i n c i p l e s  and t r u t h s  were a t  f i r s t  
p resen ted .  These have been developed from time t o  time s i n c e .  One who 
i s  hunt ing f o r  t e c h n i c a l i t i e s  and t r y i n g  t o  f i nd  a  b a s i s  f o r  doubts w i l l  
have oppor tun i ty  t o  f i n d  apparen t  d i s c r epanc i e s  i n  t h e  Testimonies.  This  
might a l s o  be  s a i d  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  The Lord has  seen f i t  t o  p re sen t  
t h e  t r u t h  i n  such a  way t h a t  those  who a r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  doubt can always 
f i n d  a  peg on which t o  hang t h e i r  doubts.  It i s  my convic t ion ,  however, 
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  b e a u t i f u l  harmony running through a l l  t h e  Testimonies.  

When Dan ie l l s  s e n t  a  copy of h i s  response t o  W .  C .  White, t he  l a t t e r  

read i t  t o  A. T. Robinson, C .  C .  C r i s l e r  and Mrs. White and W .  C .  White noted 
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t h a t  they s a i d  "Amen, t o  what you have wr i t t en . "  White asked Dan ie l l s '  p e m i s -  

s i o n  t o  make copies  of t h e  l e t t e r  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t o  o the r s .  He wrote Haskel l  

t h a t  he  considered i t  a  " c l e a r  and f o r c e f u l  defense of Testimony Vol. 9 ,  and of 

Mother's work i n  genera l .  " He was s u r e  Haskel l  would enjoy read ing  i t .  79 

Dan ie l l s  was f i r s t  exposed t o  t h e  Prescot t -Conradi  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  "da i ly"  

i n  t r a v e l i n g  through Europe from A u s t r a l i a  t o  t h e  1901 GC s e s s ion .  Although 

he d i d  no t  immediately immerse himself i n  t he  s u b j e c t ,  he even tua l ly  concluded 

t h a t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  by "undeniable,  i nd i spu tab l e  f a c t s "  was c o r r e c t .  A s  d id  

almost everyone who engaged i n  t h e  deba te ,  Dan ie l l s  be l ieved  t h a t  t he  r e a l  

i s s u e s  involved f a r  t ranscended t h e  ques t i on  over  whether o r  n o t  t h e  "dai ly"  

represen ted  paganism and when i t  was taken away. I f  t h a t  was t h e  only i s s u e ,  

s a i d  Dan ie l l s ,  "I would n o t  waste  much of my t i m e  a rgu ing  wi th  men who p e r s i s t  

i n  making claims u t t e r l y  a t  va r i ance  wi th  a l l  t h e  r e l i a b l e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  world." 

Dan ie l l s  be l i eved  he rece ived  g r e a t  b l e s s i n g  and deep i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  g l o r i o u s  

B i b l i c a l  t r u t h s  concerning t h e  min i s t ry  of C h r i s t  i n  t h e  heavenly sanc tuary  a f t e r  

having immersed himself i n  t he  s tudy .  Indeed, Dan ie l l s  be l ieved  t h a t  t h e  t r u t h  

concerning t h e  "e f f i cac ious  work of C h r i s t  i n  t h e  heavenly sanctuary" should 

w e l l  have accompanied t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of r igh teousness  by f a i t h  i n  1888. No 

wonder, Dan ie l l s  a s s e r t e d , t h a t  Sa tan  i n s t i t u t e d  t h e  f a l s e  system t h a t  he had 

through t h e  Papacy. Danfe l l s  saw a controversy "whether t h e  enemy s h a l l  b r i n g  

i n  t h e  most stupendous c o u n t e r f e i t  t h a t  he has  eve r  f o i s t e d  upon t h e  human fami ly ,  

and put  i t  i n  p l ace  [ o f ]  t h e  v i t a l ,  fundamental t r u t h  regard ing  man's salvat ion."80 

Although t h e  s ta tement  i n  Ear ly  Wri t ings concerning t h e  Millerite "cor rec t -  

ness" on t h e  ques t i on  of t h e  "dai ly"  i n i t i a l l y  t roubled  Dan ie l l s ,  h i s  s tudy  

of t h e  con tex tua l  and h i s t o r i c a l  background t o  t h e  s ta tement  reso lved  the  

ques t i on  f o r  him. H e  concluded t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  po in t  of t h e  v i s i o n  given Mrs. 

White concerned t h e  "time" of t h e  ending of t h e  2300 days,  no t  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  
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of  t h e  theology concerning t h e  "da i ly . "  Given t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  t h e  s p i r i t  

o f  prophecy harmonized w i t h  t h e  B i b l e  and w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  ev idences  

D a n i e l l s  b e l i e v e d  were connected w i t h  i t .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  "pu t s  

t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  and on t h e  s i d e  of a u t h e n t i c  

h i s t o r y ,  and i t  does n o t  do any v i o l e n c e  t o  t h e  meaning o f  t h e  tes t imony i t s e l f . "  

D a n i e l l s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h o s e  who s o  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  i n  E a r l y  W r i t i n g s  

were t h e  " t r u e s t  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  g i f t  o f  prophecy" and t h a t  " s h o r t - s i g h t e d  

e x p o s i t o r s "  were f o r c i n g  a s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  would p l a c e  t h e  w r i t i n g s  i n  a n  

" i n d e f e n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n .  "81 

D a n i e l l s  b e l i e v e d  h i m s e l f  j u s t i f i e d  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  views of t h e  "da i ly"  

a t  t h e  seven  union confe rence  s e s s i o n s  of 1910 because  of t h e  L .  A .  Smith t r a c t  

t h a t  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h o s e  who h e l d  t h e  "new view" d i d  s o  i n  complete o p p o s i t i o n  

t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy t e a c h i n g .  D a n i e l l s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  

General  Conference o f f i c i a l s  h o l d i n g  t h a t  view was the reby  b e i n g  des t royed  and 

r e q u i r e d  a  response .  He l i k e w i s e  b r i s t l e d  a t  t h e  " f i e r c e ,  f i g h t i n g ,  a r b i t r a r y  

a t t i t u d e "  some h e l d  t h a t  defended t h e  "old view." H e  d e c r i e d  t h e  a c c e s s  some 

seemed t o  have t o  " p r i v a t e  t e s t i m o n i e s "  concern ing  o t h e r s .  D a n i e l l s  b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  "shockingly  i n d i s c r e e t "  use  was made o f  some o f  t h o s e  t e s t i m o n i e s .  He 

wondered how i t  was t h a t  c e r t a i n  men "seemed t o  have t h e i r  pocke t s  f u l l  of  

p e r s o n a l  e e s t i m o n i e s .  1182 

By t h e  t i m e  t h a t  M r 3 .  White urged t h a t  " s i l e n c e  is  eloquence" on t h e  s u b j e c t  

o f  t h e  "da i ly , "  i n  August of 1910, D a n i e l l s  cons idered  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  had been 

v i r t u a l l y  s e t t l e d .  While h e  i n t e n d e d  n o t  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  D a n i e l l s  

s t a t e d :  

Scores  and hundreds  o f  o u r  b r e t h r e n  who have been g i v i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  
s t u d y ,  and have become thoroughly convinced t h a t  t h e  new view is  r i g h t ,  
w i l l  go on w i t h  t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and w i l l  become more f i r m l y  e s t a b -  
l i s h e d  as t h e  days  go by. I t h i n k  e v e r y  B i b l e  t e a c h e r  i n  our  Col leges  



i n  t h i s  country b e l i e v e s  i n  t h e  new view, and w i l l  t each  i t  t h i s  way, i f  
they teach anything a t  a l l  regard ing  t h e  d a i l y  .83 

W .  C .  WHITE 

Mrs. White, i n  r e f l e c t i n g  upon t h e  e a r l y  per iod  of denominational h i s t o r y  

noted t h a t  when a  message from the  Lord was given,  she  and h e r  husband con- 

s u l t e d  wi th  t h e  " lead ing  bre thren"  i f  they were p re sen t ,  "as t o  t h e  b e s t  

manner of b r ing ing  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  before  t h e  people." W .  C .  White, i n  h i s  

understanding of t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy, 

l i kewi se  considered t h a t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h a t  g i f t  was r e l ega t ed  

t o  t he  church l eade r sh ip .  He quoted h i s  mother a s  say ing ,  "I have done my 

p a r t .  I have w r i t t e n  o u t  what t h e  Lord has  revea led  t o  m e .  Now i t  i s  f o r  you 

t o  say how it s h a l l  be  used." W .  C. White considered t h i s  a s  e n t i r e l y  reasonable  

s i n c e  t h e  church l eade r sh ip  "were i n  con tac t  wi th  a l l  t h e  problems p e r t a i n i n g  

t o  t h e  cause of p r e sen t  t r u th . "  He cont inued:  

It was a  wise provis ion  of heaven t h a t  they should s h a r e  i n  t h e  re-  
s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  say ing  how and i n  what manner t h e  messages should 
be  placed be fo re  whom they were intended t o  bene f i t . 84  

Sometimes, according t o  W. C .  White, Mrs. White h e r s e l f  could n o t ,  o r  

would no t ,  exp la in  o r  i n t e r p r e t  a  c e r t a i n  testimony. W. C. White quoted h e r  a s  

say ing ,  "I can n o t  exp la in  i t ;  you should understand i t  b e t t e r  than I. I f  

you do n o t  understand i t ,  pray t o  t h e  Lord, and H e  w i l l  h e lp  you." W. C.  White 

c i t e d  an example where t h a t  methodology was no t  used and t h e  l eade r sh ip  m i s -  

app l i ed  a  testimony f o r  " s i x  o r  e i g h t  years"  u n t i l  t h e  Lord gave another  v i s i o n  

t o  M r s .  White. W. C White be l ieved  t h a t  t he  g i f t  of prophecy was n o t  designed 

t o  i n h i b i t  t h e  l eade r sh ip  o r  membership from e x e r c i s i n g  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

i n  "p raye r fu l ly  ca r ry ing  forward t h e  work." He be l ieved  t h a t  because t h a t  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was l e f t  wi th  them "those who c a r r i e d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of 

l e ade r sh ip  were ever made s t ronge r  i n  t h e i r  work r a t h e r  than dependent upon 

t h e  Lord 's  messenger. 85 
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I n  responding t o  a  s ta tement  w r i t t e n  by R. A .  Underwood on t h e  s p i r i t  of 

prophecy i n  1921, W. C White o u t l i n e d  h i s  concept of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  

s p i r i t  of  prophecy and t h e  Bib le .  He emphasized t h a t  t h e r e  was a  marked 

d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  B i b l i c a l  w r i t e r s  and Mrs. White. White considered t h a t  t h e  

Bib le  was a  " c o l l e c t i o n  of  i n s p i r e d  w r i t i n g s  winnowed." He e l abo ra t ed  by s t r e s s i n g  

t h a t  t h e  tes t imonies  contained "many w r i t i n g s  which correspond t o  t h e  w r i t i n g s  

of prophets  and scribes that were e s s e n t i a l  t o  the people  of God when given 

b u t  which d i d  no t  f i nd  p lace  i n  the  cannon of  s c r i p t u r e . "  White seems, i n  t h i s  

d r a f t  of  a  response t o  Underwood t o  emphasize t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of 

E l l e n  White, whi le  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  given c e r t a i n  B i b l i c a l  prophets ,  i s  d i f f e r e n t  

i n  t h a t  i t  would have a  more l i m i t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n .  S t i l l ,  he aff i rmed,  t h e  

Holy S p i r i t ,  a f t e r  t h e  c l o s e  of  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  would cont inue  t o  shed l i g h t  

no t  only upon B i b l i c a l  t each ings ,  bu t  a l s o  i n  ma t t e r s  of "organiza t ion ,  po l i cy ,  

and a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n  t he  c l o s i n g  work." The s p i r i t  of prophecy, according t o  

White, could b r i n g  u n i t y  t o  t h e  church because of  t h e  degree of a u t h o r i t y  

i t  a l s o  maintained on ques t ions  of doc t r i ne .  8 6 

I n  h i s  cons ide ra t i on  of  t h e  con tex tua l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of t h e  s p i r i t  of 

prophecy w r i t i n g s ,  such i n g r e d i e n t s  a s  t he  h i s t o r i c a l  background, t h e  s t a t u s  of 

denominational work a t  t h e  t ime,  t he  n a t u r e  of t h e  r e c i p i e n t  of t he  testimony, 

and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of  t es t imonies  t o  be given o r  withheld depending upon 

varying circumstances en t e r ed  i n t o  t h e  th ink ing  of W. C .  White. H e  noted t h a t  

Mrs. White "of ten  s t a t e d "  t h a t  God had never  c o m i s s i o n e d  h e r  t o  w r i t e  proverbs 

and thus  h e r  w r i t i n g s ,  " t o  be  proper ly  understood" had t o  be read i n  t h e i r  

con tex tua l  s e t t i n g .  According t o  W. C .  White, h i s  mother expressed concern 

over  t h e  dua l  problems of  t h e  unwise use made of t e s t imon ie s  t h a t  no longer  app l i ed  

because of changed circumstances and t h e  oppos i te  d i f f i c u l t y  of t h e  church 

s u f f e r i n g  i f  r e l e v a n t  counsel  was no t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t i m e  of need. W. C .  White 
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b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u n s e l  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  t r a c t  "The W r i t i n g  and Sending Out 

of t h e  Tes t imonies  t o  t h e  Church" provided g u i d e l i n e s  between bo th  t h o s e  ext remes.  8 7 

A major e p i s o d e  i n v o l v i n g  W .  C.  White occur red  d u r i n g  t h e  1913 F a l l  Counci l  

and concerned t h e  q u e s t i o n  of c o n t e x t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  problem o f  " i n s p i r e d "  and 

"un insp i red"  p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy.  The c o n t e x t u a l  a s p e c t  con- 

ce rned  t h e  use  of  a  tes t imony by James Edson White t h a t  was g iven  under 

d i f f e r e n t  c i r cumstances  than  when he  a p p l i e d  i t .  The q u e s t i o n  was a l s o  r a i s e d  

i f  t h a t  tes t imony shou ld  be  c o n s i d e r e d  i n s p i r e d  and i f  s o  shou ld  i t  be  g iven  t h e  

same a u t h o r i t y  a s  t h e  t e s t i m o n i e s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  Volume 9 w i t h  which i t  seemed t o  

c o n f l i c t .  While W .  C .  White c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  tes t imony a s  a u t h e n t i c  and t h u s  

i n s p i r e d ,  h i s  r e f u s a l  t o  c l a s s i f y  i t  o r  t o  g i v e  i t  t h e  same s t a t u s  a s  t h e  

p u b l i s h e d  t e s t i m o n i e s  caused widespread d i s c u s s i o n .  8 8 

Concerning t h e  d i s p u t e d  t e s t imony ,  White wro te  D a n i e l l s :  

It  might be  much e a s i e r  t o  r e p u d i a t e  a  few documents t h a t  p e r p l e x  u s ,  and 
say  they  were f o r g e r i e s ,  bu t  i t  is  t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  makes us  f r e e ,  and I 
do n o t  know of  any way i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  law of  God than t o  d e a l  w i t h  
t h e s e  m a t t e r s  j u s t  a s  they  a r e .  

He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he could  n o t  a t t empt  t o  c l a s s i f y  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy w r i t -  

i n g s  and he  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  D a n i e l l s  knew t h e  reason  why. W .  C .  White reminded 

D a n i e l l s  of t h o s e  t imes  i n  t h e  p a s t  when counse l  came t o  t h e  church l e a d e r s h i p  

w i t h o u t  any c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  i t  was based upon r e v e l a t i o n .  O f t e n ,  

however, i t  t r a n s p i r e d  t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  l a t e r  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  counse l  had,  

indeed ,  been based upon d i r e c t  r e v e l a t i o n  o r  was l a t e r  r e i n f o r c e d  by d i r e c t  

r e v e l a t i o n .  White con t inued :  

You know t h a t  i f  we had under taken  a t  any t ime i n  t h e  p a s t  t o  draw a  
l i n e  between counse l  based upon r e v e l a t i o n  and d e f i n i t e  tes t imony r e -  
g a r d i n g  d u t y ,  t h a t  we shou ld  have been o b l i g e d  t o  r e v i s e  o u r  o p i n i o n  
many t imes .  It was w i t h  t h e s e  f a c t s  i n  mind t h a t  I r e f u s e d ,  a t  t h e  
Counc i l ,  t o  e x p r e s s  any o p i n i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  Watson 
l e t t e r .  And y e t  i t  i s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  I s a i d  i t  was n o t  tes t imony.  89 



White b e l i e v e d  t h a t  confus ion  r e s u l t e d  a t  t h e  Counci l  because  some con- 

s i d e r e d  t h a t  o n l y  d i r e c t  r e v e l a t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e d  tes t imony.  T h i s  w a s  n o t  W .  C .  

White's unders tand ing  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  of  

prophecy. H e  w r o t e  D a n i e l l s  i n  1913: 

It h a s  always seemed t o  m e  t h a t  i n  Mother ' s  w r i t i n g s ,  as i n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  
o f  P a u l  and o t h e r  B i b l e  w r i t e r s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s imple  s t a t e m e n t  of 
h i s t o r y ,  a s t a t e m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  C h r i s t i a n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  arguments r e g a r d i n g  
B i b l e  d o c t r i n e ,  and counse l  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  and t o  churches ;  a l s o  t h e  
r e l a t i o n  o f  r e v e l a t i o n s  from God, and a l l  t h e s e  u n i t e d  c o n s t i t u t e d  P a u l ' s  
tes t imony t o  t h e  church.  

White r e s t a t e d  t h i s  a g a i n  i n  1915: 

I have sometimes s a i d  t h a t . 1  d i d  n o t  unders tand  t h a t  a l l  tes t imony was 
C ! ~ V E L ~ - n O ~ i n s p i r a t i o n ,  and I r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  w r i t i n g s  of t h e  a p o s t l e  Pau l .  Some 

was h i s t o r y ,  some r e v e l a t i o n ,  some e x h o r t a t i o n ,  and some argument. H e  
d i d  n o t  c l a i m  t h a t  a l l  h e  w r o t e  was t h e  r e c o r d  o f  r e v e l a t i o n s  from heaven; 
b u t  a l l  h i s  w r i t i n g s  t o g e t h e r  c o n s t i t u t e d  h i s  tes t imony t o  t h e  church ,  
and I have regarded  Mother 's  w r i t i n g s  i n  a s i m i l a r  way. 

While White c l e a r l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  between E l l e n  White speak ing  on p e r s o n a l  

matters and h e r  w r i t i n g s  t h a t  were s e n t  o u t  a s  t e s t i m o n i e s ,  some a t  t h e  

1913 Counci l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  i t e m s  had been s e n t  a s  t e s t i m o n i e s  t h a t  

were n o t  t o  b e  s o  regarded .  W. C . W h i t e  d i d  n o t  a g r e e  t o  t h a t ,  h e  a s s e r t e d ,  

1 I because  I d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  i t ."  H e  a l s o  d i s p u t e d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  f r e q u e n t l y  

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  him: "It i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  must be  a l i n e  drawn somewhere i n  

mother ' s  w r i t i n g s , "  and a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he  cou ld  n o t  draw such l i n e s  "because I 

know n o t  where t o  draw them."90 

W. C .  White s t i l l  h o k e d  back t o  t h e  1913 e p i s o d e  i n  1921 and r e c a l l e d  

t h a t  a union confe rence  p r e s i d e n t  i n q u i r e d  i f  t h e  d i s p u t e d  tes t imony shou ld  be 

regarded  t h e  same as p u b l i s h e d  t e s t i m o n i e s .  White no ted  t h a t  h e  s a i d ,  "no," 

and would s t i l l  s a y  t h e  same. H e  no ted :  

Many t h i n g s  t h a t  mother h a s  w r i t t e n  which a r e  t r u e  s h e  d i d  n o t  deem i t  
a d v i s a b l e  t o  p u b l i s h .  There is a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  b r e a d t h  of a p p l i c a -  
t i o n .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  t h e  b r o t h e r  t o  whom I was speak ing  
c a r r i e d  t h e  word t h a t  I s a i d  t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  was n o t  tes t imony.  I n  t h i s  
h e  erred.91 



Amongst t h o s e  dismayed by such r e p o r t s  was J .  W. Wat t ,  a  m i n i s t e r  f o r  

34 y e a r s .  According t o  Watt, a union confe rence  p r e s i d e n t  who conducted a 

c a n v a s s e r s '  i n s t i t u t e  i n  Wat t ' s  a r e a  of Johnstown, Pennsy lvan ia ,  drew a l o g i c a l  

conc lus ion  from t h e  concept  t h a t  "a l l  t h a t  Mother had w r i t t e n  was n o t  test imony." 

That p r e s i d e n t  informed t h e  b e l i e v e r s  i n  Pennsy lvan ia ,  r e p o r t e d  Wat t ,  t h a t  

Mrs. Whi te ' s  s t a t e m e n t  on t h e  meat q u e s t i o n  "was n o t  t e s t imony ,  b u t  o n l y  h e r  

own opinion."  Watt wondered how "we small guns" cou ld  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  h e a l t h  

reform q u e s t i o n  when h i g h e r  o f f i c i a l s  recommended t h e  membership t o  " e a t  a l l  

t h e  f l e s h  you d e s i r e , "  a s  l o n g  as i t  was n o t  pork.  Watt a l s o  wondered about  

t h e  tes t imony t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  cheese  shou ld  n o t  b e  used.  The union p r e s i d e n t  

seemed a b l e  t o  h a n d l e  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  by r e f u s i n g  t o  recommend t h e  e a r l y  volumes 

o f  t h e  t e s t i m o n i e s  t o  t h e  b e l i e v e r s .  The p r e s i d e n t  a l s o  informed Watt t h a t  " i f  

you t a k e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t e s t i m o n i e s  a r e  i n s p i r e d  l i k e  t h e  B i b l e  you w i l l  

b r i n g  t h e  c u r s e  down upon you spoken of  i n  t h e  book of R e v e l a t i o n  o f  add ing  

t o  t h e  word. "92 

I n  r e l a t i n g  t o  q u e s t i o n s  concern ing  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy and h e a l t h  

reform,  W . - C .  White c o n s i s t e n t l y  o u t l i n e d  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  Mrs. 

White and t h e  denomination and r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c i rcumstances  t h a t  

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  counse l  g iven.  Indeed,  he  a p p l i e d  t h i s  l i k e w i s e  t o  o t h e r  

a r e a s .  He wro te  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t o  F. M. Wilcox i n  1921: 

You w i l l  remember t h a t  [Mrs. White] h a s  been v e r y  emphatic i n  h e r  condemna- 
t i o n  of d r u g s ,  and vhen p r e s s e d  f o r  a d e f i n i t i o n  a s  t o  what c o n s t i t u t e d  
d r u g s ,  s h e  h a s  s a i d ,  "Poisonous drugs ."  Mother h a s  been emphatic i n  h e r  
condemnation o f  f i c t i o n ,  and when p r e s s e d  t o  d e f i n e  what s h e  r e f e r r e d  t o  as 
f i c t i o n ,  s h e  h a s  always spoken of t h o s e  works o f  f i c t i o n  which l e a d  t h e  
mind away from God. With t h e s e  things i n  mind, I suppose w e  may under- 
s t a n d  h e r  condemnation o f  f i c t i o n  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h o s e  works o f  f i c t i o n  which 
l e a d  t h e  mind away from heavenly  t h i n g s .  When we r e a d  what s h e  h a s  
w r i t t e n  abou t  d rugs ,  we may c o n s i d e r  i t  a s  a p p l y i n g  t o  poisonous d rugs .  
When w e  r e a d  h e r  condemnation o f  cheese ,  we may c o n s i d e r  i t  a s  a p p l y i n g  t o  
u n h e a l t h f u l  cheese .  I f  t h e r e  i s  any p u r e l y ,  s t r i c t l y ,  and unmistakably  
h e a l t h f u l  cheese ,  i t  may n o t  come under t h i s  condemnation. . . .  It seems t o  
m e  t h a t  t h e  food a n a l y s t s  and t h e  d o c t o r s  ought t o  l e n d  a hand, i f  we a r e  
t o  a t t a c h  some q u a l i f y i n g  p h r a s e s  t o  mother ' s  condemnation of c h e e ~ e . ~ 3  



Perhaps W. C .  White 's  most d e t a i l e d  response t o  a  ques t i on  r e l a t i n g  t o  

h e a l t h  reform p r i n c i p l e s  was given t o  a  Loma Linda s tuden t  who was prepar ing  

a  paper on t h e  cons is tancy  of t h e  teachings  i n  t he  tes t imonies  on h e a l t h  

reform. White noted t h a t  some considered t h e  s ta tements  i n  Volume 3 ,  p. 21, 

t o  be  ou t  of harmony wi th  Volume 9 r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  ques t ions  of b u t t e r ,  milk 

and eggs.  White pointed ou t :  

That which mother wrote  i n  Testimonies,  Volume 9 was intended by h e r  
t o  p re sen t  t o  t he  people t h e  b e s t  l i g h t  she  had on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a f t e r  
many yea r s  of experience and many yea r s  of s tudy  of t h e  warnings which 
t h e  Lord had given t o  h e r  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  yea r s  of h e r  experience i n  t h e  
h e a l t h  reform. 

H e  emphasized such cons ide ra t i ons  i n  t h e  e a r l y  per iod  a s  having t o  "choose t h e  

lesser of two e v i l s , "  l a c k  of  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  techniques,  non-examination of 

c a t t l e  f o r  t ube rcu los i s :  "Therefore t h e r e  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  milk and i n  t h e  b u t t e r  

of those  days much t u b e r c u l o s i s  which was g r e a t l y  endangering t h e  h e a l t h  of 

t h e  people who a t e  it." Under t h e  circumstances of those  days,  Mrs. White, on 

occas ion ,  recommended t h e  use of meat t o  those  having p a r t i c u l a r  problems. 

White noted: 

I n  t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  s i n c e  our l ead ing  phys ic ians  have s o  f u l l y  s t u d i e d  
t h i s  ma t t e r  and s o  f u l l y  developed a  system of d i e t  t h a t  is  a  p e r f e c t  
s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  meats,  mother has  never advised t h e  use of meat, even 
though s h e  w a s  urged t o  do s o  by persons of l a r g e  i n f luence  and of l a r g e  
information regard ing  medical a f f a i r s .  94 

White expla ined  the  h i s t o r i c a l  contex t  t o  t h e  s ta tement  i n  Volume 3 ,  p. 

21: "We bea r  p o s i t i v e  testimony a g a i n s t  ... b u t t e r . "  Compounding the  problem 

of t u b e r c u l o s i s  germs i n  b u t t e r ,  Advent i s t s ,  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  avoid l a r d  

and o t h e r  f a t s ,  tu rned  t o  t h e  use of b u t t e r  and sugar  and, i n  avoiding meats,  

adopted t h e  p r a c t i c e  of having from t h r e e  t o  seven f r i e d  foods a t  a  meal. 

Mrs. White rece ived  a  v i s i o n  concerning these  p r a c t i c e s  and she  "bore a  p o s i t i v e  

testimony a g a i n s t  ... bu t t e r . "  White considered t h e  s ta tement  a s  "a h i s t o r i c a l  

s ta tement  regard ing  t h e  testimony which she was bear ing  i n  t h e  churches e a s t  

and west." He continued: 



S t i l l  l a t e r  on, when consc ien t ious  physicians t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a f t e r  very 
f a i t h f u l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and s tudy ,  they had become s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  
s t e r i l i z e d  b u t t e r  w a s  a  b e t t e r  f a t  f o r  many people than any of t he  
vegetab le  o i l s ,  mother accepted t h e i r  work and t h e i r  testimony, and d id  
h e r  b e s t  t o  p re sen t  i n  he r  l a t e r  w r i t i n g s  the  c l e a r e s t  and b e s t  l i g h t  
she  had upon the  s u b j e c t  Personal ly ,  I f e e l  f r e e  t o  walk i n  t he  l i g h t  
of t hese  l a t e r  counsels .  9 5  

F. M. Wilcox, i n  1915, prepared a  manuscript dea l ing  with the  s p i r i t  of 

prophecy. The manuscript,  which was submitted t o  W .  C .  White f o r  c r i t i c i s m ,  

contained t h e  observa t ion ,  " S i s t e r  White has no t  been s e t  i n  t h i s  church a s  

a  h i s t o r i a n  o r  a s  a theologian." White observed t h a t  t h e  s tatement  was 

"undoubtedly t rue"  i n  t he  t echn ica l  usage of t he  terms, bu t  feared  t h a t  t he  

s tatement  might c r e a t e  an  erroneous impression. He suggested the  fol lowing 

s u b s t i t u t e :  

S i s t e r  White, a s  a teacher  of sacred  t r u t h ,  has  no t  been l e d  t o  a  
t echn ica l  t reatment  of t heo log ica l  ques t ions ,  bu t  has given such views 
of t h e  love  of God and the  p lan  of s a l v a t i o n ,  and of man's duty t o  God 
and t o  h i s  fe l low men, t h a t  when presented t o  t he  people,  they arouse 
the  conscience,  and impress upon the  hea re r  t he  sav ing  t r u t h s  of t he  Word 
of God. She says ,  'The w r i t t e n  tes t imonies  a r e  no t  t o  g ive  new l i g h t ,  b u t  
t o  impress v i v i d l y  upon the  h e a r t  t he  t r u t h s  of i n s p i r a t i o n  a l ready  
revea led . '  

I n  t h e  t echn ica l  sense  of t h e  word, S i s t e r  White i s  not  a  h i s t o r i a n .  
She has no t  been a sys temat ic  s tuden t  of h i s t o r y  and chronology, and 
she  has  never intended t h a t  he r  works should be  used t o  s e t t l e  controver- 
s i e s  over  h i s t o r i c a l  da t e s .  But a s  one who r e l a t e s  h i s t o r y ,  one ' i n  whose 
work the  cha rac t e r  and s p i r i t  of an age is  exh ib i t ed  i n  minia ture , '  she 
is  a h i s t o r i a n  whose works teach va luable  lessons  from the  p a s t  f o r  t he  
present  and the  f u t u r e .  

White had r eac t ed  s i m i l a r l y  s e v e r a l  yea r s  e a r l i e r  when a  w r i t e r  f o r  Southern 

Watchman used Great Controversy a s  evidence t o  prove c e r t a i n  h i s t o r i c a l  ques t ions .  

W. C .  White noted t h a t  M r s .  White objec ted  t o  the  use of he r  w r i t i n g s  a s  a u t h o r i t y  

"regarding t h e  d e t a i l s  of h i s t o r y  o r  h i s t o r i c a l  dates."96 

On t h e  ques t ion  of Mrs. White's use of h i s t o r i a n s ,  W .  C .  White a s s e r t e d :  

I have overwhelming evidence and convic t ion  t h a t  [ t h e  w r i t i n g s ]  a r e  
t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  and d e l i n e a t i o n  of what God has revealed t o  h e r  i n  v i s i o n ,  
and where she  has  followed the  d e s c r i p t i o n  of h i s t o r i a n s  o r  t h e  expo- 
s i t i o n  of Adventis t  w r i t C r s ,  I be l i eve  t h a t  God has given h e r  discernment 
t o  use t h a t  which i s  c o r r e c t  and i n  harmony with t r u t h  regarding a l l  



m a t t e r s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  s a l v a t i o n .  If i t  shou ld  be found by f a i t h f u l  s t u d y  
t h a t  s h e  h a s  fo l lowed some e x p o s i t i o n s  of  prophecy which i n  some d e t a i l  
r e g a r d i n g  d a t e s  we canno t  harmonize w i t h  o u r  unders tand ing  of  s e c u l a r  
h i s t o r y ,  i t  does  n o t  i n f l u e n c e  my conf idence  i n  h e r  w r i t i n g s  a s  a  whole any 
more than  my conf idence  i n  t h e  B i b l e  i s  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I 
cannot  harmonize many of t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  chronology.  

White no ted  t h a t  t h e  v i s i o n s  g iven  Mrs. White concern ing  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s  

u s u a l l y  c o n t a i n e d  no g e o g r a p h i c a l  o r  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  s e t t i n g .  Not on ly  d i d  s h e  

o b t a i n  t h a t  p e r s p e c t i v e  by r e a d i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  works,  b u t  i.n s o  do ing ,  s a i d  

White,  " t h e r e  was brought  v i v i d l y  t o  h e r  mind s c e n e s  p r e s e n t e d  c l e a r l y  i n  v i s i o n ,  

b u t  which were through t h e  l a p s e  o f  y e a r s  and h e r  s t r e n u o u s  m i n i s t r y ,  dimmed 

i n  h e r  memory." He a l s o  no ted  t h a t  Mrs. White,  aware o f  h e r  l a c k  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  

admired t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of  o t h e r s  o f  " t h e  s c e n e s  which God had p r e s e n t e d  t o  

h e r  i n  v i s i o n . "  He con t inued :  

She found i t  bo th  a  p l e a s u r e  and a  convenience  and an economy of  t ime t o  
use  t h e i r  language f u l l y  o r  i n  p a r t  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h o s e  t h i n g s  which s h e  
knew through r e v e l a t i o n  and which s h e  wished t o  p a s s  on t o  h e r  r e a d e r s .  1197 

White emphasized t h a t  h i s  mother was n o t  dependent upon h i s t o r i c a l  

r e s e a r c h  i n  w r i t i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e l ements  of  h e r  books.  He s t a t e d :  

Of t h i s  you may be  s u r e  because  I know whereof I speak .  Her use  of t h e  
language of  t h e  h i s t o r i a n s  was no t  f o r  t h e  s a k e  of  b r i n g i n g  i n t o  t h e  
book something t h a t  had n o t  been r e v e a l e d  t o  h e r  b u t  was an  e f f o r t  t o  
u t i l i z e  i n  t h e  b e s t  language s h e  could  f i n d ,  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  s c e n e s  
p r e s e n t e d  t o  h e r .  

Thus White b e l i e v e d  t h a t  (1 )  t h e  b a s i c  framework of  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  works was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  by v i s i o n ,  ( 2 )  h e r  s t u d y  of t h e  B i b l e  and h i s t o r i e s  enab led  Mrs. 

White t o  f i l l  i n  c e r t a i n  d e t a i l s ,  ( 3 )  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n s  g iven Mrs. White enab led  

h e r  " t o  s e l e c t  and a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  which was t r u e  and t o  disc.ard t h a t  which was 

e r roneous  o r  d o u b t f u l .  1198 

Although W .  C.  White r ecogn ized  t h e  f a l l i b i l i t y  of  Mrs. White,  even t o  

t h e  e x t e n t  of  h e r  f a l l i b i l i t y  " i n  s t a t i n g  t h i n g s  r e v e a l e d  t o  h e r , "  he seemed t o  

s t u d i o u s l y  avo id  s t a t i n g  t h a t  a  s p e c i f i c  p u b l i s h c d  s p i r i t  of  prophecy s t a t e m e n t  



was i n  e r r o r .  He no doubt f e a r e d  t h a t  some n i g h t  conclude t h a t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  

i n  q u e s t i o n  was t h u s  n o t  t o  be  t aken  a s  i n s p i r e d .  Concerning t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  

s t a t e m e n t s  p u b l i s h e d  between 1864 and 1874 d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  whether  

God o r  Eve mentioned d e a t h  a s  t h e  consequence of  merely  touch ing  t h e  t r e e  of  

t h e  knowledge of  good and e v i l ,  White s t a t e d :  

It i s  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  suppose  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  found i n  t h e  l a t e r  
w r i t i n g s  g i v e s  t h e  most c o r r e c t  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  t h e  views opened up t o  
S i s t e r  White i n  v i s i o n .  I n  h e r  e a r l i e s t  w r i t i n g s  t h e r e  a r e  found a 
few s t a t e m e n t s  which i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  v i s i o n  was i m p e r f e c t l y  under- 
s t o o d ,  o r  i m p e r f e c t l y  d e s c r i b e d .  

Regarding t h e  r e v i s i o n  i n  P a t r i a r c h s  and P r o p h e t s  a s  t o  whether  t h e r e  were n i n e  - - 

o r  seven g e n e r a t i o n s  l i v i n g  contemporaneously f o r  hundreds  of  y e a r s ,  he no ted :  

A t  one t ime m o t h e r ' s  a t t e n t i o n  was c a l l e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  tha , t  t h e r e  were 
n i n e  g e n e r a t i o n s  contemporaneous,  and many of  t h e  n i n e  g e n e r a t i o n s  con- 
temporaneous f o r  hundreds  of  y e a r s ,  b u t  n o t  eve ry  one of  t h e  n i n e  genera- 
t i o n s  contemporaneous f o r  s o  long  a t ime.  Then s h e  i n s t r u c t e d  u s  t o  change 
t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t o  seven .  What c i rcumstance  l e d  t o  t h e  l e s s  a c c u r a t e  
s t a t e m e n t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  e d i t i o n s  of t h e  book, was never  made known t o  me. 

By u s i n g  such terms a s  "most c o r r e c t  e x p r e s s i o n , "  o r  " l e s s  a c c u r a t e  s t a t e m e n t , "  

W .  C .  White seemed t o  purpose ly  avo id  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  t h e  word " e r r o r .  1199 

I n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  1911 r e v i s i o n  of  Grea t  Con t roversy ,  

n e i t h e r  E l l e n  White nor  h e r  son cons ide red  t h e  r e v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  same l i g h t  a s  

d i d  P r e s c o t t .  Mrs. White s t a t e d :  

When I l e a r n e d  t h a t  Great  Controversy  must be r e s e t ,  I determined t h a t  
we would have e v e r y t h i n g  c l o s e l y  examined, t o  s e e  i f  t h e  t r u t h s  i t  con- 
t a i n e d  were s t a t e d  i n  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  manner, t o  convince  t h o s e  n o t  of  o u r  
f a i t h  t h a t  t h e  Lord had guided and s u s t a i n e d  me i n  t h e  w r i t i n g  of  i t s  pages .  

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  thorough examinat ion by o u r  most exper ienced  workers ,  
some changing i n  t h e  wording h a s  been proposed.  These changes I have 
c a r e f u l l y  examined, and approved.  

I n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  r e v i s i o n ,  W. C .  White r e f e r r e d  t o  word changes because  of  

a v a i l a b i l t y  of  more a c c u r a t e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  of h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e s ,  usage of  

more r e c e n t  s o u r c e s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by an i n a b i l i t y  t o  l o c a t e  and t h u s  

v e r i f y  s o u r c e s  p r e v i o u s l y  used,  changes of d i f f e r e n t  e x p r e s s i o n s  t o  avo id  
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g i v i n g  unnecessary  o f f e n s e .  White n o t e d ,  " In  each o f  t h e s e  p l a c e s  t h e  more 

a c c u r a t e  form of  e x p r e s s i o n  h a s  been du ly  cons ide red  and approved by t h e  a u t h o r . "  

I n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  c e r t a i n  s u b s t a n t i v e  changes ,  where c e r t a i n  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  e d i t i o n  were s t r o n g l y  d i s p u t e d  by Roman C a t h o l i c  s c h o l a r s ,  W. C .  White 

quoted h i s  mother as f o l l o w s :  

What I have w r i t t e n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a r rogance  and t h e  assumpt ions  o f  t h e  
papacy is  t r u e .  Much h i s t o r i c a l  ev idence  r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  has  been 
d e s i g n e d l y  d e s t r o y e d ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h a t  t h e  book may be  of t h e  g r e a t e s t  
b e n e f i t  t o  C a t h o l i c s  and o t h e r s ,  and t h a t  n e e d l e s s  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  may be 
avo ided ,  i t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  have a l l  s t a t e m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  assumpt ions  o f  
t h e  pope and t h e  claims of  t h e  papacy s t a t e d  s o  moderate ly  as t o  be  e a s i l y  
and c l e a r l y  proved from acce  t e d  h i s t o r i e s  t h a t  a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  reach  of  
o u r  m i n i s t e r s  and s t u d e n t s .  160 

One can  g a i n  some u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  deep involvement of W .  C .  White 

w i t h  t h e  denominat ional  d e b a t e  on t h e  "da i ly"  by merely  t o t a l i n g  t h e  pages  of  

h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  some o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  He wro te  h i s  b r o t h e r  a  20-page l e t t e r  

i n  June  o f  1909. The n e x t  y e a r  D a n i e l l s ,  P .  T. Magan, and Washburn r e c e i v e d  

l e t t e r s  of  11, 2 3 ,  and 36 pages  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  White b e l i e v e d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  i n  

E a r l y  W r i t i n g s  p e r t a i n e d  t o  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  p e r i o d s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  "da i ly"  

r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  " d a i l y "  i t s e l f .  He a r r i v e d  at  t h i s  s u p p o r t  

o f  t h e  "new view" because  of h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  a n  unders tand ing  of  t h e  c o n t e x t u a l  

background of  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  was overwhelmingly v i t a l  t o  unders tand ing  i t .  He 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  shou ld  g e n e r a l l y  be a p p l i e d  t o  h i s  mother ' s  w r i t i n g s .  

White c o n s i d e r e d  i t  r e l e v a n t  t h a t  h i s  mother had w r i t t e n  much concern ing  t h e  

importance  t o  t h e  Advent movement of  t h e  2300-year prophecy,  while,  t h e  n a t u r e  

of  t h e  "da i ly"  i t s e l f  was "wholly ignored"  i n  a l l  h e r  w r i t i n g s  "except  i n  t h i s  

one s e n t e n c e  o f  35 words,  found i n  t h e  mids t  of t h e  argument t h a t  ' t i m e  h a s  n o t  

been a t e s t  s i n c e  1844 and i t  w i l l  never  a g a i n  be a  t e s t . '  " The c o n t e x t  t o  

t h e  s t a t e m e n t  found i n  E a r l y  W r i t i n g s  t o  White seemed t o  i n v o l v e  t h e  e n t i r e  

a r t i c l e  i n  which t h e  s t a t e m e n t  was o r i g i n a l l y  w r i t t e n ,  t h e  e n t i r e  scope  of t h e  
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E l l e n  White w r i t i n g s  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  and t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  background t o  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  w r i t i n g .  1 0 1  

White i n i t i a l l y  conceived o f  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  " d a i l y "  a s  a s p e c i a l  oppor- 

t u n i t y  t o  make a  thorough s t u d y  o f  B i b l i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e s  and e v e n t u a l l y  

g a i n  a  c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  t r u t h  of  t h e  prophecy o f  Dan ie l  8. He concluded 

t h a t  such  seemed t o  be God's w i l l  s i n c e  t h e  Lord had n o t  chosen t o  s e t t l e  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  through a  r e v e l a t i o n  t o  Mrs. White. He seemed confirmed i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  

a s  a  w e a l t h  of  h i s t o r i c a l  ev idence  began t o  be  uncovered t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

b road  p r o p h e t i c  p e r i o d s  of  Dan ie l .  He was l i k e w i s e  convinced because  of  t h e  

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of t h e  p o s i t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  papacy. 102 

Although White s a w  p o s i t i v e  g a i n s  t h a t  cou ld  be ach ieved  by a s e a r c h  f o r  

new l i g h t  on t h e  " d a i l y , "  much a s  had occur red  d u r i n g  t h e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t r u t h  

encouraged by Mrs. White d u r i n g  t h e  1888 t o  1890 p e r i o d ,  he a l s o  made comparisons 

t o  t h a t  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d  t h a t  had n e g a t i v e  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  White noted t h a t  

d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  most b e l i e v e r s  were n o t  s o  concerned wi th  t h e  new p o s i t i o n s  

taken on t h e  kingdoms and t h e  law i n  G a l a t i a n s  a s  they were concerned w i t h  t h e  

supposed d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t  a  change of  p o s i t i o n  would have on t h e  denomina t iona l  

i n f l u e n c e .  White a l s o  r e c a l l e d :  

They d i d  n o t  r e g a r d  t h e  new d o c t r i n e  i t s e l f  a s  o f  such s e r i o u s  i m -  
p o r t a n c e ,  b u t  they  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  o l d  p o s i t i o n s  had been s a n c t i o n e d  by 
t h e  Tes t imonies ,  and t o  make a  change would u n s e t t l e  t h e  conf idence  of  o u r  
peop le  everywhere i n  t h e  Tes t imonies ;  and t h i s  t h e y  regarded  as t h e  most 
s e r i o u s  f e a t u r e  of t h e  whole cquestion. 1°3 

While W.  C .  White t r i e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  o b j e c t i v i t y  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  "p ioneer  

view," he  c l e a r l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h o s e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  as t h e  pr imary 

a g g r e s s o r s  i n  t h e  d e b a t e .  He o b j e c t e d  t o  a t t e m p t s  t o  p r e v e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n  of  

C o n r a d i l s  book on D a n i e l  i n  t h e  Danish-Norwegian and i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  

h e  opposed c i r c u l a t i n g  of  t h e  0. A .  Johnson and L. A .  Smith pamphlets  a t  t h e  

1909 GC s e s s i o n ,  and h e  opposed t h e  methods used i n  d i s c r e d i t i n g  t h e  views 



he ld  by those  suppor t ing  t h e  "new view." He noted:  

Some a r e  s o  anxious t h a t  they keep pass ing  t h e i r  ques t ions  and misgivings 
on t o  Mother, and many of t he se  ques t i ons  a r e  l i k e  a  snake t h a t  has  
swallowed a  r a b b i t ,  i t  bulges  o u t  wi th  a  g r e a t  complaint o r  accusa t ion .  
The complaints and accusa t ions  t h a t  have been poured i n  upon Mother 
have many of them been presen ted  i n  such an ( s i c )  one-sided way t h a t  " i f  
i t  were poss ib le"  they aartr "deceive t he  very e l ec t . " lo4  

W O U L ~  

A f t e r  t h e  i s suance  of t h e  L. A. Smith pamphlet t h a t  seemed s o  s t r o n g l y  t o  

d i s c r e d i t  t h e  ho lde r s  of t h e  "new view," W. C .  White be l ieved  t h a t  t he  Danie l l s -  

P r e s c o t t  response was app rop r i a t e .  The General Conference o f f i c i a l s  had 

been d i s c r e d i t e d  i n  terms of  t h e i r  i n f luence  and t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  toward the  

s p i r i t  of prophecy had been s e r i o u s l y  quest ioned.  It  seemed a s  though t h e r e  

was no a l t e r n a t i v e  bu t  t o  respond. White maintained t h a t  a t t i t u d e  u n t i l  a  

testimony urg ing  s i l e n c e  on the  s u b j e c t  of t h e  "dai ly"  reversed  h i s  opinion.  105 

A s  White analyzed t h e  debate  on t h e  "dai ly"  he ,  a s  o t h e r s ,  looked beyond 

t h e  t heo log ica l  d i s p u t e  i t s e l f ,  and hoped t h a t  t he  debate  might a f f o r d  oppor- 

t u n i t y  t o  r e so lve  c e r t a i n  l a r g e r  ques t ions .  One such ques t i on  involved t h e  

cont inued c i r c u l a t i o n  of  Daniel and Revelat ion.  Even though White was convinced - 

t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  sources  t h a t  were uncovered a s  a  consequence of t he  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  over  t h e  "dai ly"  r e f u t e d  c e r t a i n  of t h e  teachings  i n  t h a t  book, 

he s t i l l  favored what he termed a  " l i b e r a l ,  open door policy' '  r e l a t i v e  t o  i t s  

c i r c u l a t i o n .  H e  be l i eved  t h a t  a  book "so va luab le  i n  most of i t s  f e a t u r e s "  

should cont inue t o  be c i r c u l a t e d  " u n t i l  something b e t t e r  should take i ts  place."  

Conversely,  he l i kewi se  favored t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  of Conradi ' s  book, a l though i t  

took a completely d i f f e r e n t  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  "da i ly .  1,106 

W. C.  White considered two o the r  ques t ions  of even g r e a t e r  importance, 

however. He wrote Dan ie l l s  i n  March of 1910: 

I have t o l d  some of  our  b re th ren  t h a t  I thought t h e r e  were two ques t ions  
connected wi th  t h i s  ["dai l f ]  mat te r  t h a t  were of  more importance than the  
dec i s ion  which s h a l l  be made a s  t o  which is most n e a r l y  c o r r e c t ,  t he  o l d  
o r  t h e  new view regard ing  the  "dai ly ."  The f i r s t  i s ,  How s h a l l  we d e a l  



w i t h  one a n o t h e r  when t h e r e  is  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  op in ion?  Second, How s h a l l  
we d e a l  w i t h  Mother 's  w r i t i n g s  i n  our  e f f o r t  t o  s e t t l e  d o c t r i n a l  
q u e s t i o n s ?  

White hoped t h a t  a meet ing between t h e  main d i s p u t a n t s  on t h e  "da i ly"  might 

r e s o l v e  n o t  on ly  t h e  "da i ly"  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  work toward r e s o l v i n g  t h e  

l a r g e r  q u e s t i o n s .  1 0  7 

Although t h e  meet ing proposed by White never  o c c u r r e d ,  two s i g n i f i c a n t  

t e s t i m o n i e s  were s e n t  f o u r  months a f t e r  h i s  p r o p o s a l  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  f i g u r e s  

i n  t h e  deba te :  B u t l e r ,  Loughborough, H a s k e l l ,  Smith ,  G i l b e r t ,  P r e s c o t t ,  and 

D a n i e l l s .  Mrs. White r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  h e r  w r i t i n g s  "not b e  used as t h e  l e a d i n g  

argument t o  s e t t l e  q u e s t i o n s  o v e r  which t h e r e  i s  now s o  much con t roversy . "  I n  

n o t i n g  t h a t  s h e  had no s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  from t h e  Lord on t h e  " p o i n t  under 

d i scuss ion , ' '  s h e  a g a i n  urged t h a t  h e r  w r i t i n g s  n o t  be used i n  t h e  deba te .  The 

t es t imony ,  d a t e d  J u l y  31, 1910, was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  e n t i t l e d  "Our A t t i t u d e  Toward 

D o c t r i n a l  Controversy." S i n c e  Mrs. White o r d i n a r i l y  p laced  no t i t l e s  upon 

t e s t i m o n i e s ,  i t  seems q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  W. C.  White p laced  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  

t i t l e  on t h e  testimony. The same tes t imony  urged t h a t  " impor tan t  books t h a t  have 

been i n  p r i n t  fo:: yea rs"  and t h a t  had been i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  b r i n g i n g  o t h e r s  int.:, 

t h e  church,  shou ld  n o t  be d i s c r e d i t e d  o v e r  r e l a t i v e l y  minor m a t t e r s .  Q u e s t i m s  cf 

c o r r e c t i o n  and r e v i s i o n  shou ld  be  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h o s e  o r d i n a r i l y  i n  charge  o f  such 

m a t t e r s .  108 

The second tes t imony ,  d a t e d  August 3 ,  1910, con ta ined  t h e  fo l lowing  

r e l e v e n t  s t a t e m e n t :  

We must b lend  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  bonds o f  C h r i s t l i k e  u n i t y ;  then  o u r  l a b o r s  
w i l l  n o t  be  i n  v a i n .  Draw i n  even c o r d s ,  and l e t  no c o n t e n t i o n s  be  
b rought  i n .  Reveal t h e  u n i f y i n g  power o f  t r u t h ,  and t h i s  w i l l  make a  
powerful  impress ion  on human minds. I n  u n i t y  t h e r e  is  s t r e n g t h .  

T h i s  c o u n s e l ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  was n o t  a p p l i e d  i n  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  over  t h e  " d a i l y .  1,109 

It seems a p p a r e n t  t h a t  W .  C .  White d u r i n g  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  over  t h e  " d a i l y "  

hoped t o  f i n d  some way of harmonizing t h e  d i v e r g e n t  p o s i t i o n s .  Indeed,  h e  



b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  consequences of a  f a i l u r e  could  be  d i s a s t r o u s  t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  

o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  prophecy w r i t i n g s .  He urged h i s  b r o t h e r e :  

L e t  u s  avo id  t a k i n g  such a p o s i t i o n  a s  t o  encourage men i n  u rg ing  upon 
t h e i r  b r e t h r e n  p e r s o n a l  views of t h e  meaning o f  c e r t a i n  passages  i n  t h e  
Tes t imonies  i n  a  way t o  c a s t  c e n s u r e  and reproach  upon t h e i r  b r e t h r e n  who 
do n o t  f u l l y  a g r e e  w i t h  them, and i n  a  way t h a t  seems t o  o b s t r u c t  t h e  
s e a r c h  f o r  t r u t h .  

I f  we f a i l  t o  s t a n d  f i r m l y  f o r  c o r r e c t  p r i n c i p l e s ,  we may soon be  plunged 
i n t o  a c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h i n g s  wherein  many e a r n e s t  and r a d i c a l  minds w i l l  f e e l  
f r e e  t o  s e l e c t  a passage  h e r e  and a passage t h e r e  from t h e  Tes t imonies ,  
and w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  c o n t e x t  and t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  B i b l e  
and o t h e r  passages  i n  t h e  Tes t imonies ,  proceed t o  t e a c h  a mix ture  of t r u t h  
and e r r o r  t h a t  i s  u n p r o f i t a b l e  t o  t h e  church.  

L e t  u s  avo id  g i v i n g  s a n c t i o n  t o  any man, o r  group of men, who t a k e  a  
d i s p u t e d  passage  i n  t h e  Tes t imonies ,  and p u t t i n g  t h e i r  view of  what i t  
means i n  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p o s s i b l e  l i g h t ,  say  t h a t  "persons  o f  i n f l u e n c e  i n  
t h e  denomination" who do n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  them, "contend t h a t  i t  does  n o t  
mean what i t  says , ' '  and t h a t  t h e i r  view s q u a r e l y  c o n t r a d i c t s  t h e  s p i r i t  
of  prophecy. S u r e l y  we can n o t  g i v e  our  approva l  t o  such methods o f  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  t h e  Tes t imonies ,  and w i t h  t h e  b r e t h r e n .  

White deep ly  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  0. A.  Johnson, L .  A .  Smith,  H a s k e l l  and G i l b e r t  

were engaged s o  a c t i v e l y  i n  "promulgat ing t h e  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  conf idence  i n  t h e  

Tes t imonies  must r i s e  o r  f a l l ,  accord ing  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  o f  o u r  b r e t h r e n  i n  t h e  

o l d  o r  t h e  new view of  t h e  ' d a i l y .  I 11110 

White made several u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t s  t o  have a " b r o t h e r l y  meeting" 

t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n s .  H e  observed t o  J. S. Washburn t h a t  he  b e l i e v e d  God 

p e r m i t t e d  such d i f f e r e n c e s  t o  o c c u r  t o  e n a b l e  a  more thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 

t r u t h ,  and t h a t  i f  such o c c u r r e d  "and i f  we t r e a t  our  b r e t h r e n  i n  C h r i s t ' s  own 

way, we s h a l l  g e t  g r e a t  good where t h e  enemy hoped t o  b r i n g  i n  b i t t e r n e s s  and 

d i v i s i o n . "  White, u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  had t o  inform Stephen H a s k e l l  i n  l a t e  1910: 

To t h i s ,  as t o  former a p p e a l s  f o r  o u r  b r e t h r e n  t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  s t u d y  
and p r a y e r  o v e r  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  t h e r e  was no f a v o r a b l e  response ,  and t h e  
c o n t r o v e r s y  a l t h o u g h  l e s s  open t h a n  fo rmer ly ,  h a s  gone s t e a d i l y  fo rward . l l1  

One might i n q u i r e  whether  we s t i l l  l i v e  i n  t h e  shadow of t h e  " d a i l y . "  
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CONCLUSION 

F. M. Wilcox e n u n c i a t e d  a  r e l e v a n t  t r u t h  i n  1915. That t r u t h  had perhaps  

an  even g r e a t e r  p e r t i n e n c e  i n  1928 when he a g a i n  expressed  i t :  

Some i n  t h e  church of  God, today a s  i n  every  a g e ,  a r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  be  
too  fast. Others  a r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  be too s low.  God i n  h i s  providence l i n k s  
t h e  impuls ive  P e t e r  w i t h  t h o s e  who a r e  more s t a i d  and c o n s e r v a t i v e .  I n  
t h e  providence of  God t h e r e  a r e  found i n  t h e  Seventh-day Adven t i s t  Church 
today t h e s e  v a r y i n g  n a t u r e s  and e lements  .... God p e r m i t s  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  
temperaments t o  be a s s o c i a t e d  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  each may l e a r n  from t h e  
o t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e  l a c k  of  one may be s u p p l i e d  by t h e  abundance of  t h e  
o t h e r .  112 

W .  W .  P r e s c o t t ,  whom many p laced  i n  t h e  " too f a s t "  c a t e g o r y ,  observed 

a t  t h e  B i b l e  Conference:  

Tru th  and e r r o r  l i e ' r i g h t  c l o s e ,  s i d e  by s i d e ,  and t h e  reason  why e r r o r  
comes up s o  n e a r  i s  t o  make u s  a f r a i d  of  t h e  t r u t h .  Now when e r r o r  
makes us  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  t r u t h  we back o f f  from t h e  t r u t h  and l o s e  i t .  Now 
i f  we can have wisdom enough t o  have t h e  f u l l  b e n e f i t  of  t h e  t r u t h  and 
no t  swing o f f  o v e r  i n t o  t h e  e r r o r ,  we a r e  i n  advance of o u r  p o s i t i o n .  113 

The consequences of i n d i v i d u a l s  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t r u t h  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  

i n s p i r a t i o n  of  t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy w i t h o u t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  

o f  t h e  denominat ional  community might be s e e n  i n  t h e  c a s e s  of A. T .  J o n e s ,  

J .  H .  Ke l logg ,  E .  J .  Waggoner, A .  F. B a l l e n g e r ,  L .  R .  Conrad i ,  W .  A.  Co lcord ,  
> 

and o t h e r s .  It is  t r a g i c a l l y  r e l e v a n t  t h a t  a l l  t h o s e  mentioned answered 

t h e  b a s i c  q u e s t i o n  posed by C .  L.  Benson a t  t h e  B i b l e  Conference by d e c i d i n g  

t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy could  be  d i v i d e d  i n t o  " i n s p i r e d "  and "un insp i red"  

p o r t i o n s .  I t  seems r e l e v a n t  t h a t ,  i n  most c a s e s ,  t h o s e  who began t o  make such 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  e v e n t u a l l y  l o s t  conf idence  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of prophecy.  I t  a l s o  

seems r e l e v a n t  t h a t  t h e  a p o s t a s i e s  sp rang  from bo th  viewpoints  r e l a t i v e  t o  

t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  of  t h e  s p i r i t  of  prophecy.  

Is i t  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a  f r u i t f u l  d i a l o g u e  between t h e  two major p o s i t i o n s  

cou ld  have answered t h e  Benson q u e s t i o n )  d i f f e r e n t l y  t l ~ n n  d i d  Jones  and 

Conradi? The "p ioneer  p o s i t i o n "  urged t h a t  t h e  w r i t i n g s  could  not  be d iv ided  



into "inspired" and "uninspired" sections, but seemed to have no real means of 

dealing with apparent discrepancies. The "new view" position, with its emphasis 

upon context, offered a means of explaining those apparent discrepancies. Each 

side seemed to have additional concepts that could have been useful to the 

other. Sufficient opportunity for a dialogue seemed to be present. Such a 

dialogue might have refuted the dire prophecy made by J. S. Washburn in 1931: 

I do not think the old guard will die now and I am sure it will never 
surrender, never cease to stand where it has stood for years in this 
message. ... They may seem to be in the minority. They may seem to 
lack the official standing of those modernists who do not dare to go as 
far as L. K. Conradi--that is openly and apparently--and may even sign 
his condemnation papers, but in heart are far down the same road, and 
agree with his fundamentals, and are heading fast to his ultimate 
theological destination. Nevertheless the truth must win an eternal vic- 
tory. Let the issue come, and the sooner the better. There is no 
compromise or modification or any possibility of fusion of these ele- 
ments. Between them is an ever widening distance. 114 
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